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acquaintance  made  him  drunk,  put 
him  to  bed,  and  then  robbed  him  of 
his  money  and  clothes. 

On  his  waking  he  covered  him- 
self with  some  rags  he  found  in  the 
room,  and,  after  strolling  through 
the  streets  in  search  of  the  villains, 
went  into  an  alehouse,  the  landlord 
of  which,  hearing  his  talc,  inter, 
ceded  with  hb  grandmother  to  take 
him  agaij}  under  her  protection. 
To  this,  after  some  hesitation,  she 
consented ;  and,  buying  a  chain 
with  a  padlock,  she  had  him  fastened 
during  the  day-time  to  the  kitchen 
grate,  and  at  night  he  slept  with  a 
man,  who  was  directed  to  take  care 
that  be  did  not  escape. 

After  a  month  of  confinement 
he  bod  his  liberty  granted  him, 
and  new  clothes  purchased,  with 
which  he  immediately  went  among 
some  young  thievet  who  were  toss, 
ing  up  for  money  in  St.  Giles's. 
On  the  approach  of  night  they  took 
him  to  a  brick-kiln  near  Totten- 
ham Court  Road,  where  they  broil- 
ed some  steaks,  and  supped  in  con- 
cert; and  were  toon  joined  by 
some  women,  who  brought  some 
genevm,  with  which  the  whole  com- 
pany regaled  thcmseWes. 

Simms,  falling  asleep,  was  again 
robbed  of  his  clothes,  the  brick- 
makers,  when  they  came  to  work 
in  the  morning,  finding  him  in  his 
shirt  only ;  and,  while  they  were 
conducting  him  towards  town,  he 
was  met  by  his  grandmother's  ser. 
fant,  who  was  in  search  of  him, 
and  conveyed  him  to  her  house. 

Notwithstanding  his  former  be- 
haviour, the  old  lady  received  him 
kindly,  and  placed  him  with  a 
breeches-maker,  who  having  cor. 
rected  him  for  his  111  behaviour,  he 
ran  awaj^  and,  taking  his  best 
clothes  from  liis  grandmother's 
house  in  her  absence,  sold  them  to 
a  Jew,  and  spent  the  money  in  ex. 
travagance. 


The  old  gentlewoman  now  went 
to  live  at  the  house  of  Lady  Stan- 
hope, whither  the  graceless  boy 
followed  her,  and,  being  refused 
admittance,  he  broke  several  of  the 
windows.  This  in  some  measure 
compelled  his  grandmother  to  ad- 
mit him  ;  but  that  very  night  he 
robbed  the  house  of  as  many  things 
as  produced  him  nine  pounds, 
which  he  carried  to  a  barn  in  Mary- 
lebone  Fields,  and  spent  it  among 
his  dbsolute  companions. 

For  this  offence  he  was  appre- 
hended, and,  after  some  hesitation, 
confessed  where  he  had  sold  the  ef- 
fects ;  from  which  time  his  grand- 
mother gave  him  up  as  incorrigible ; 
and,  being  soon  afterwards  appre- 
hended as  a  pickpocket,  he  was  dis- 
charged for  want  of  evidence. 

Simms  now  associated  with  the 
worst  of  company :  but,  after  a 
narrow  escape  on  a  charge  of  being 
concerned  iu  sending  a  threatening 
letter  to  extort  money,  and  two  of 
his  companions  being  transported 
for  other  offences,  he  seemed 
deterred  from  continuing  his  evil 
courses;  and  thereupon  wrote  to 
his  grandmother,  entreating  her  fur- 
ther protection. 

Still  anxious  to  save  him  from 
destruction,  she  prevailed  upon  a 
friend  to  take  him  into  his  house, 
where  for  some  time  he  behaved  re- 
gularly ;  but,  getting  among  his 
old  associates,  they  robbed  a  gen- 
tleman of  his  watch  and  money,  and 
threw  him  into  a  ditch  in  Maryle- 
bone  Fields;  when  some  persons 
accidentally  coming  up  prevented 
his  destruction. 

Two  more  of  Simms's  compa- 
nions being  now  transported,  he 
hired  himself  to  an  innkeeper  as 
driver  of  a  postchaise;  and  after 
that  lived  as  postilion  to  a  noble- 
man, bat  was  soon  discharged  on 
account  of  his  irregular  conduct. 

Ha>ing  receiTed  some  wages,  he 
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rent  agidn  amung  the  (hieTei,  vhn 
'gnillcil  him  Willi  the  lille  of  Gen. 
tman  Harry,  on  accounl  of  ht> 
Tsamcil  »kill,  And  the  geniilily  or 
I  tppcnraiKO. 

SimnM  now  became  in  I  i  male]  y  ac- 
ulDted  with  a  woman  who  lived 
ith  one  of  his  HCcomplicei,  in  rc- 
ngc  for  which  the  fellow  procured 
nth  him  and  tlie  woman  to  be 
nsloity  on  a  charge  of 
dony,  mnd  they  were  committed  to 
fcwgnte ;  bot,  the  Court  paying 
a  regard  to  the  crcilibiliiy  of  the 
iritnuie*,  the  pmoneri  were  ac- 
ifvittcd, 

Soon  after  his  ditchargc  Simms 
'  «  gentleman  of  hii  watch 
id  teienteen  pounds  on  Black, 
■lb  ;  and  likewise  robbed  a  lady 
a  considerablu  sum  near  thcsame 
ot.  Being  followed  to  [^wisham, 
I  wu  obliged  to  quit  hj«  horse, 
•.a  he  presented  iwo  pistols  to 

I  purinera;  by  which  ho  Intimi. 
tell  them  «o  M  to  effect  his  escape, 
ough  with  the  loM  of  his  horfe. 
Repaifing  to  liondon,  ho  bought 
«lhcr  borte,  and  IraTclling  into 
loTlhamptODibire,  and  pulling  up 

at  TowcciiUr,  learnt  that 
miUtarf  genlkiiian  hod  hired  a 
Uise  for  London  ;  on  which  he 
iWotieA  the  chaise  the  next  morn- 
g,  and  kept  up  with  it  for  several 
lie*.  At  length  the  gentleman, 
KCrtiqg  him,  said,  '  Don't  ride  so 
ird,  tir— you'll  *oun  rido  away 
inr  whole  estate;'  to  which  Simm* 
!plied  '  Indeed  I  shall  not,  for 
several  coonliei ;' and,  in- 
tuilljrquitting  his  hotse,  he  robbed 
'  e  gentlemin  of  one  hand  red  anil 
'o  guinea*. 

Ha  now  bastencd  to  London, 
id,hsiiiig  dissipated  his  ill  acquir< 
'  aonoy  at  a  gaming.tablu,  he  rode 

II  towaidt  Hounslow,  and,  meet. 
Ibx  poKlilion  who  had  driren 
aboTC- mentioned  genth'inan  in 

iploiiihire,  he  gave  him  fire 


ihilling<i,)>?gglng  he  would  not  take 
notice  of  haling  si 

A  reward  being  at  length  offered 
for  ajiprehcridinf;  Sitnms,  he  entered 
on  board  a,  privateer ;  but,  being 
loon  weary  of  a  seafaring  life,  ha 
deserted,  and  enlUted  for  u  soldier. 
While  in  ihis  Hlalion  he  knocked 
out  the  eye  cifa  woman  at  a  home 
of  ill  fame,  for  which  he  was  appre- 
hended, and  lodged  in  New  Prison. 

Soon  After  lhi«  Juiticc  Do  Veil 
admilled  him  an  eTidence  againtt 
lomo  fclonH,  his  accomplices,  who 
were  transported,  and  Simm*  re. 
gained  his  liberty. 

Being  afterwards  apprehended 
for  robbing  a  baker's  shop,  be  wai 
convicted,  and,  being  icntenced  to 
be  trans  porli'd,  was  accordingly 
shipped  on  board  one  of  Ihetrans- 
port.TcsieU,  which  sailing  round  to 
the  lile  of  Wight,  he  formed  a  plan 
for  leiiing  the  captain,  and  effect- 
ing an  escape:  but,asaslrict  watett 
was  kept  on  liim,  it  wai  not  possi. 
ble  for  him  to  carry  thii  plan  into 

'I'he  ship  arriving  at  Maryland, 
Simms  was  sold  for  IweUc  goineai, 
but  lie  found  an  early  opportnnitjr 
ot  deserting  from  the  purchaser, 
ilaring  learnt  that  his  mastcr't 
hone  was  left  tied  lo  a  gate  at  soma 
diitance  from  the  dwelling- home, 
he  privately  decamped  in  the  nighty 
and  rode  thirty  miles  in  four  hoars 
through  extremely  bad  roads,  lo 
powerfully  was  he  impelled  by  hii 
fears. 

He  now  found  himself  by  the  lea- 
tide,  and,  turning  the  horse  looie, 
hailed  a  vessel  just  under  sail,  from 
which  a  boat  was  sent  to  bring  bfn 
on  t>oard.  As  hands  were  very 
scarce,'  the  captain  offered  bim  lix 
guineas,  which  were  readily  accept- 
ed, to  work  hii  passage  lo  England. 

There  being  at  this  time  a  war 
between  Enmljnd  and  France,  thfl 
■hip  was  taken  by  a  French  priTft> 
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teer,  bot  soon  afterwards  ransomed, 
and  Shnms  entered  on  board  a  bma 
of  war,  wbere  his  diligence  pro. 
moted  him  to  the  rank  of  a  mid- 
shipman ;  bnt  the  ship  had  no  sooner 
arrifed  atPljmoath  than  he  quitted 
bis  du^,  and,  traYelling  to  Bristol, 
spent  the  little  money  he  possessed 
in  the  most  di«»9ipated  manner. 

Hb  next  step  was  to  enter  him- 
self on  board  a  coasting  ressel  at 
Bristol ;  bat  he  had  not  been  long 
at  sea,  before,  on  a  dispute  with  the 
captain,  be  threatened  to  throw  him 
over  board,  and  would  hare  carried 
his  threat  Into  ezecation  if  the 
other  seamen  had  not  prcrented 
bim.  Simms  asked  for  his  wages 
when  the  ship  returned  to  port ;  but 
the  captain  threatening  imprison, 
meat  for  his  ill  beha? iour  at  sea,  he 
decamped  with  only  eight  shillings 
in  bis  possession. 

Fertile  of  contrivances,  he  bor- 
rowed a  saddle  and  bridle,  and, 
baring  stolen  a  horse  in  afield  near 
the  citf ,  he  went  once  more  on  the 
bigbwaj,  and,  taking  the  road  to 
London,  robbed  the  passengers  in 
tbe  Bristol  coach,  those  in  another 
carriage,  and  a  \idy  and  gentleman 
timYeliing  singly,  and  repaired  to 
LoBdoo  witk  the  booty  he  had  ac 
qnired. 

Haring  put  up  the  stolen  horse 
at  an  inn  In  Whitechapel,  and  soon 
afterwards  seeing  it  sulvertiscd,  be 
was  afraid  to  fetch  it;  on  which  he 
stole  another  horse ;  but,  as  he  was 
riding  through  Tyburn  turnpike, 
tlie  keeper,  knowing  the  horse, 
brongbt  the  rider  to  the  ground. 

Herenpon  Simms  presented  a  pis- 
tol, and  threatened  the  man  with 
instant  death  if  he  presumed  to  de. 
tirin  bim.  Bj  this  daring  mode  of 
proceeding  he  preserred  his  liberty, 
and,  baring  made  a  tour  round  the 
fields,  r6.entered  London  by  an. 
otiMrroad. 

On  the  following  day  he  went  to 


Ringston-npon-Thames,  where  he 
stole  a  horse,  and  robbed  several 
people  on  hid  return  to  London  ; 
and  the  day  afterwards  he  robbed 
seren  farmers  of  eighteen  pounds. 
His  next  depredations  were  on  Ep. 
ping  Forest,  where  he  committed 
fire  robberies  in  one  day,  bnt  soon 
spent  what  he  thus  gained  among 
women  of  ill  fame. 

Thinking  it  unsafe  to  remain 
longer  in  London,  he  set  out  with 
a  view  to  go  to  Ireland,  but  had 
rode  only  to  Barnet  when  he  crossed 
the  country  to  Harrow-on-the- 
Hill,  where  he  robbed  a  gentleman, 
named  Sleep,  of  hb  money  and 
watch,  and  would  have  taken  his 
wig ;  but  the  other  said  it  was  of  no 
value,  and  hoped,  as  it  was  cold 
weather,  his  health  might  not  be  en- 
dangered by  being  deprived  of  it. 

The  robber  threatened  Mr. 
Sleep's  life  unless  he  would  swear 
never  to  take  any  notice  of  the  af. 
fair ;  but  this  that  gentleman  abso«. 
lutely  refused.  Hereupon  Simms 
said,  that,  if  he  had  not  robbed  him, 
two  other  persons  would,  and  told 
him  to  say  ^  Thomas'  if  be  should 
meet  any  people  on  horseback. 

Soon  after  this  Mr.  Sleep,  meet, 
ing  two  men  whom  he  presumed  to 
be  accomplices  of  the  highwayman, 
cried  out  '  Thomas  ;'  and  the  tra- 
vellers paying  no  regard  to  him,  he 
wasconfiraed  in  his  suspicions,  and 
rode  after  them ;  and,  on  his  arri* 
val  at  Hoddesdon  Green,  he  found 
several  other  persons,  all  of  them  in 
pnrsnit  of  the  highwayman. 

In  the  mean  time  Simms  rode  for. 
wards,  and  robbed  the  St.  Albans 
stage;  after  which  he  went  as  far 
as  HockllffB ;  but,lieing  now  greatly 
fatigued,  befell  asleep  in  thekitcheq 
of  an  inn,  whither  he  was  pursued 
by  some  light  horsemen  from  St. 
Albans,  who  took  him  into  cus- 
tody. 

confined  for  that  night,  he 
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was  carried  in  the  morning  before 
a  oagifttrate,  who  committ^  him  to 
Bedford  gaol.  By  an  unaccount- 
able neglect  his  pistol  had  not  been 
taken  from  him,  and  on  hb  way  to 
prison  he  attempted  to  shoot  one  of 
his  guards ;  but,  the  pistol  missing 
ire,  his  bands  were  tied  behind  him, 
and,  when  he  arriTcd  at  the  prison, 
he  was  fastened  to  the  floor,  with 
an  iron  collar  round  his  neck. 

Being  removed  to  London  by  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  he  was 
lodged  in  Newgate,  where  he  was 
visited,  from  motives  of  curiosity, 
by  numbers  of  people,  whom  lie 
aoiHsed  with  a  narrative  of  his  hav- 
ing been  employed  to  shoot  the 
king. 

On  this  he  was  examined  before 
(be  Duke  of  Newcastle,  then  sccre. 
fary  of  state ;  but,  his  whole  story 
bearing  evident  marks  of  fiction,  he 


was  remanded  to  Newgate,  to  take 
his  trial  at  the  ensuing  Old  Bailey 
sessions.  « 

Ten  indictments  were  preferred 
against  him,  but,  being  convicted  for 
the  robbery  of  Mr.  Sleep,  it  was 
not  thought  necessary  to  arraign 
him  on  any  of  the  others. 

After  conviction  he  behaved  with 
great  unconcern,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, with  insolence.  Having 
given  a  fellow-prisoner  a  violent 
blow,  he  was  chained  to  the  floor. 
Simms  appeared  shocked  when  the 
warrant  for  his  execution  arrived ; 
but,  soon  resuming  his  former  indif- 
ference, ho  continued  it  even  to  the 
moment  of  execution,  when  he  be- 
haved in  the  most  thoughtless 
manner. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on 
the  I6lh  of  November,  1746. 


MARY  HAMILTON,  .^i./^s  CHARLES  HAMILTON,  ^ti-^s 
GEORGE  HAMILTON,  alias  WILLIAM  HAMILTON, 

WJIIPPEI)  FOU  MARRYING  WITH  IIEK.  OWN  SEX. 


Polygamy,  or  a  man  marrying 
two  or  more  wi?es,  and,  vice  versa^ 
a  woman  marrying  two  or  more  hus- 
bands, is  a  crime  frequently  com- 
mitted ;  but  a  woman,  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  established  Church, 
marrying  a  woman,  is  something 
strange  and  unnatural.  Yet  did 
this  woman,  under  the  outward 
garb  of  a  man,  marry  fourteen  of 
her  own  sex ! 

At  the  quarter-sessions  held  at 
TaintoD,  10  Somersetshire,  this 
woman  was  brought  before  the 
Coart;  but  under  what  specific 
charge,  or  upon  what  penal  statute 
she  was  indicted,  we  can  neither 
IrMe  by  the  mention  of  the  circum- 
tlaiice,  nor  could  we  frame  an  in« 
fictment  to  meet  the  gross  offence, 
because  the  law  noYcr  contemplated 
a  marriage  among  women.  Shq. 
■M,  howe? er,  tried,  whether  or  not 


her  case  might  have  been  cogniza- 
ble, and  Mary  Price,  the  fourteenth 
wife,  appeared  in  evidence  (in  such 
a  case  as  this  we  must  be  pardoned 
for  ambiguity)  against  her  female 
husband.  She  swore  that  she  was 
lawfully  married  to  the  prisoner, 
and  that  they  bedded,  and  lived  to. 
gether  as  man  and  wife,  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  year ;  during 
all  which  time,  so  well  did  the  im- 
postor assume  the  character  of  man, 
that  she  still  actually  believed  she 
had  married  a  fcllow.crcatnro  of 
the  right  and  proper  sex.  Atlength, 
the  prosecutrix  added,  she  became 
mistrustful,  and,  comparing  certain 
circumstances  with  the  married 
Goodies,  her  neighbours,  she  was 
convinecd  that  Mary  had  acted  the 
part  of  Charles  towards  her  by  the 
vilest  and  most  deceitful  prac« 
tices*  .     . 
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The  learoed  qooram  of  justices, 

'  In  full-blown  dignity  of  mig%. 
Mounted  on  blocksi  thus  cogitated*-* 

^  That  the  he,  she,  prisoner  at  the 
bAry  if  an  uncommon  notorioui 
cheat ;  mad  we,  the  Court,  do  sen- 
tence her  or  him,  whichever  be  or 
•he  may  be,  to  be  imprisoned  six 
Months,  and,  during  that  time,  to 
be  wUpped  in  the  towns  of  Taun. 


ton,  Glast<Mibar7,  Wells,  and  Ship* 
too-Mallet,  and  to  find  secarlty  for 
good  behaviour  as  long  as  thej,  tlM 
learned  jnslices  afornaid,  shall  or 
maj,  in  their  visdooi  and  judgment, 
require  ;*  apd  Mary,  the  monopo- 
liier  of  her  own  sex,  warn  impri- 
soned and  whipped  aooordinglj,  in 
the  sererity  oif  the  winter  of  the 
year  174<l* 


nOSEA  YOUELL, 

EXKCUTED  POR  MCnOKK. 


At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Oeiley  lit  October,  1747,  Ilosea 
ITouell  and  Jacob  Lopcx,  two  Jewj, 
were  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
Captain  Johns ;  when  tho  former 
was  convlctod,  and  the  latter  ac- 
guittrd. 

Thu  story  of  this  alTair  Is  as  M. 
l4>w«  I  Mr.  Johns  coming  up  Sand, 
wlch  Court,  Duvonshire  Square^  be. 
Iwi^en  i»n  and  eleven  o'clock  at 
•light,  wet  two  men,  whom  he  be. 
lieved  to  Ik)  Jews,  who  rt>hl»ed  him 
of  his  watch  and  munc)'.  Hearing 
some  lUMipJe  cotning  towards  him^ 
he  called  out  •  Stop  thief  ;*  on  which 
one  of  them  returned,  and  gave  him 
n  stab  in  the  bmly,  of  the  depth  of 
nine  inches,  as  appeared  by  the  de. 
position  of  the  surgeon  who  at- 
tended Captain  Johns  at  the  Dot* 
phin  Inn,  Biihopsgate  Street,  and 
extracted  a  piece  of  the  sword  from 
hiibody. 

Tottdl  being  taken  into  custody, 
Alderman  Rawlinson  attended  the 
wonnded  man,  who  positively 
chnrged  Vouell  with  being  tho  mnr. 
deter,  and  signed  his  charge,  being 
inhis perfect  senses,  but  died  within 
^^       minates  afterwards. 

wounded  man,  being  asked 

'  could  be  so  positive  to 

lid  he  knew  him  by  tho 

n  lamp;  and  that  he 

wr  his  voice.     Youell, 

a  to  tern  round^  slouch 


hb  hat,  and  speak,  hesitated  for 
a  while;  bat  at  length  complying, 
the  captain  said,  ^  You  are  the  asan 
that  stabbed  me ;  I  am  poaitive  of 
your  voice.' 

A  piece  of  the  sword  was  found 
In  the  conrt  where  the  captain 
was  stabbed,  which  exactly  tallied 
with  the  piece  lodged  in  the  body 
of  the  deceased;  and  it  also  ap. 
peered  that  Yonell  had  requested 
the  city  marshal  to  speak  to  the 
alderman^  that  he  might  be  admit. 
ted  an  evidence ;  averring  that  the 
murder  was  not  committed  by  him. 
>elf,  but  by  oiw  Uart. 

After  conviction  the  prisoner 
said  that  he  was  only  eighteen  years 
of  age^  and  bom  of  Jewish  parents, 
who  lived  in  Cree^church  Lane, 
Leedenhall  Street.  He  was  so  illite- 
rate that  he  coeld  nettber  read  He- 
brew nor  English*  The  Ordinary  of 
Newgate  representing  to  him  the 
advantages  of  the  Gospel  over  the 
Mosaic  dispensation,  he  said  that, 
as  he  was  bom  and  bred  a  Jew,  he 
would  die  such. 

This  malefactor  was  hanged  at 
Tyburn  on  the  iOth  of  November, 

1747. 

He  was  attended  by  a  Rabbi, 
and  at  the  place  of  eiecution  stead- 
fastly denied  having  been  guilty  of 
the  murder.  However,  he  earnestly 
advised  young  people  to  be  cautious 
in  the  choice  of  their  company,  as 
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H  wu  by  a  neglect  of  that  caution 
that  be  had  come  to  a  fatal  end. 

There  is  a  familiar  proTerb,  im- 
plying that  those  who  labour  under 
a  bad  name  are  generally  apt 
enough  to  render  themselves  de- 
serTing  of  it,  the  imputation  pro- 
dacing  a  sense  of  abasement  very 
unfaforable  to  the  exercise  of 
▼irtne.     This,   we  suspect,   holds 


good,  in  no  small  degree,  with  re«: 
gard  to  the  numerous  body  of  Jews 
resident  in  the  metropolis.  We  are 
far  from  wishing  to  infer  that  these 
are  uniformly  dishonest ;  we  know 
to  the  contrary:  but  it  is  at  the 
same  time  pretty  clear  that  the  groat 
majority  of  them  subject  themseUos 
to  the  degrading  appellation  of 
cheats  and  thief es. 


GEORGE  LANCASTER, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORGING  A  SEAMAN^S  WILL. 


This  offender  was  born  in  Hat- 
ton  Garden,  London,  of  respectable 
parents,  who  placed  him  with  a  re- 
putable attorney,  with  whom  he 
serf  cd  part  of  his  clerkship  in  the 
roost  regular  manner  ;  but,  making 
▼cry  bad  connexions,  his  master 
requested  his  parents  to  take  him 
home  and  send  him  to  sea,  as  the 
most  likely  means  to  prevent  his 
ruin. 

The  parents,  approving  this  hint, 
persuaded  the  son  to  sail  as  cap- 
tain's clerk  on  board  a  ship  in  the 
royal  navy  ;  and  he  continued  some 
years  in  this  station. 

He  came  to  London  when  his 
ship  was  paid  off,  and,  having  re- 
ceived a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
dissipated  the  whole  in  houses  of 
ill  fame.  His  father  was  now  dead ; 
and  his  mother,  with  a  fondness 
very  natural,  but  which  perhaps 
contributed  to  his  ruin,  supplied  his 
eztrafagaoces  till  &he  was  very  much 
reduced  in  her  own  circumstances ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  son  bor- 
rowed money  in  her  name  of  any 
one  who  would  trust  him;  but  at 
length,  his  character  being  lost,  and 
his  mother  totally  impoverished,  he 
determined  on  the  commissioH  of 
the  crime  for  which  his  life  paid  the 
forfeit. 

A  seaman  named  Hugh  Price,  to 

whom  thirty.six  pounds  were  due 

>     for  wages,  died  on  board  the  Dor- 


chester man  of  war,  having  made  a 
will  in  favour  of  his  wife  and  son, 
who  lived  near  Whitehaven,  in 
Cumberland.  Lancaster,  hearing 
of  the  death  of  Price,  forged  a  will 
purporting  to  be  his  ;  and,  carry- 
ing it  to  Doctors'  Commons,  ob- 
tained a  probate  of  the  will,  in  con- 
sequence of  hb  swearing  that  he 
was  the  son  of  the  above-mentioned 
Price. 

Being  thus  possessed  of  the  pro- 
bate,  he  went  to  a  public  house, 
producing  to  the  landlord  a  letter 
signed  ^  George  Price,'  whom  he 
averred  was  the  son  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  had  empowered  him  to 
dispose  of  his  father's  wages.  The 
landlord,  unacquainted  with  these 
matters,  applied  to  a  gentleman, 
who  told  him  he  might  safely  pur- 
chase if  Lancaster  could  get  the 
original  ticket,  and  would  lodge 
the  probate  in  his  hands  as  a  colla- 
teral security. 

The  publican  mentioning  this  to 
Lancaster,  he  said  he  would  pro- 
cure the  original  ticket  from  Ports- 
mouth ;  but,  at  the  expiration  of 
four  days,  he  produced  a  forged 
ticket,  which  the  landlord,  on  the 
advice  of  a  friend,  purchased  for 
twenty-sefen  pounds. 

About  three  months  after  this 
transaction,  a  clerk  of  the  Nary 
Ofhce  calling  on  the  publican,  ho 
showed  him  the  ticket*   He  said  he 
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thougbt  it  a  good  one,  but  would 
write  to  the  agent  at  Port&mouth  to 
inquire  into  the  fau:t.  The  agent'« 
aiHwer  was,  (hat  Hugh  Price's 
dckei,  in  fa? our  of  his  son  George, 
was  still  in  the  office;  so  that  it 
was  evident  that  Lancaster's  ticket 
must  be  a  forgery. 

Hereupon  the  landlord  went  to 
the  mother  of  the  delinquent,  and 
said  that  ho  would  adjust  the  mat. 
ter  if  either  she  or  her  sun  could 
make  good  the  deficiency ;  other, 
wise  he  would  prosecute.  The 
poor  woman  said  she  knew  not 
where  to  find  her  son  ;  and,  as  to 
herself,  it  was  out  of  her  power. 

The  publican  then  went  to  an 
attorney,  who  advised  bim  (o  make 
a  debt  of  the  affair,  and  arrest  Lan. 
caster  for  the  money.  This  being 
done,  he  was  committed  to  the 
Poultry  Compter,  where  he  was 
informed  that  he  should  be  set  at 
liberty  if  his  friends  would  make 
A  subscription  to  raise  the  sum ; 
but,  not  having  friends  to  assist 
him  in  this  essential  matter,  the 
publican  went  to  the  NsTy  Office, 
where  he  informed  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  affair,  and  they  or- 
dered Lancaster  to  be  prosecuted 
by  their  solicitor. 

Lancaster's  guilt  being  proved  in 
the  clearest  manner  on  his  trial,  he 
was  convicted,  and  received  sen. 
tenee  of  death.  After  conviction 
he  entertained  the  most  sanguine 
hopes  of  a  reprieve,  through  the 
interest  of  his  friends ;  but,  being 
disappointed  in  his  expectation,  he 


made  the  most  serious  preparmtioo 
for  the  awful  fate  that  awaited  him. 

He  suffered  at  Tyburn  on  tlie 
16th  of  November,  1747,  but  was 
in  too  bad  a  state  of  health  to  Make 
any  address  to  the  surroondlog  ml- 
titude. 

What  we  would  remark  on  in  this 
case  is  the  conduct  of  the  iandloidi 
who  would  have  forgiven  the  cruni. 
nal  if  his  loss  could  have  been  made 
good ;  thus  proving  that  he  had  a 
greater  regard  to  his  own  interest 
than  to  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
of  the  land.  Public  justice  appeared 
in  his  eyes  as  of  less  coDseqnenoe 
than  priTate  property ;  and  we  are 
fearful  that  there  are  but  too  many 
of  the  same  selfish  disposition. 

We  would  wish  ^hese  people  to 
consider  that  the  man  who  prose- 
cutes a  felon  merely  through  re- 
venge, or  with  the  single  view  of 
recovering  his  lost  property,  with- 
out regard  to  the  public  welfare,  is 
not  himself  two  degrees  honester 
than  the  thief.  The  laws  were 
made  for  the  general  good,  and  to 
this  end  (hey  should  always  be  di- 
rected :  the  defence  of  private  pro- 
perty is  included  in  that  of  the 
public ;  and,  if  every  one  would 
eiert  himself  for  the  general  wcl- 
fare,  that  of  individuals  would  be 
effectually  promoted. 

Happy  should  we  think  ourselves 
to  impress  these  liberal  sentiments 
on  the  mind  of  every  reader,  as. 
sured  that  they  would  tetid  to  ad. 
vance  the  happiness  of  the  commu. 
nity  at  large ! 


SERGEANT  SMITH, 

EXECUTED  FOR  DESERTION. 

On  the  «6th  of  November,  1 747,  president,  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
a  court.martlal*  assembled  at  White.  Sergeant  Smith,  who  had  been  lately 
kill,  of  which  Marshal  Wade  was     brought  from    Scotland,    charged 

•  Courtt-inarlial  are  corapoted  of  •  certain  number  of  officers,  according  to  tbemaff- 
nitode  of  the  charge  against  the  prisoner,  of  which  one  is  president  and  another  jodn 
advocate.    A  regimeutal  court-mtrtiaJ  is  appointed  by  the  commander  of  each  troopor 
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deferting  into  the  scrTice  of 
rench,  and  afterwards  to  that 
B  rebels;  and,  having  heard 
fidence  for  and  against  the 
ler,  he  was  found  guiltj. 
the  1 1th  of  December  he  was 
icted  from  the  Savoy  prison 
I  Parade  in  St.  James's  Park ; 
B,  being  met  by  a  detachment 
I  foot-guards,  commanded  by 
lel  Drury,  they  proceeded  to 
t  Park.  The  unhappy  man 
attended  by  the  minister  of  the 
fy  and,  having  arrived  at  a 
ily  under  which  was  a  new. 
I  grave  to  receive  his  body,  he 
od  little  moved  at  these  dread- 
reparations  ;  indeed  there  was 
parent  unconcern  in  the  whole 
( behaviour. 

it  was  a  man  of  extraordinary 
fj  but  vicious  principle.  He 
erred  several  of  the  princes  in 
icn  late  wars  in  Germany,  and 


abused  them  all  by  desertion.  He 
was  master  of  several  langaages,and 
from  this  acquirement  he  acted  at 
interpreter  to  our  officers,  who 
were  so  partial  to  him,  that  they 
appointed  him  a  paymaster-ser- 
geant, and  In  fact  treated  him  as 
their  companion.  Uis  income  could 
not  have  been  less  than  two  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year.  A  man  thus 
caressed  must  be  truly  a  villain 
who  could  be  base  enough  to  de- 
sert his  duty ;  but  Smith  was  of  a 
roving  turn,  and  could  not  keep 
long  in  a  place,— the  excuse  he 
gave  for  his  crimes.  He  died  un- 
dauntedly, and  declared  himself  a 
Protestant.  Reports  had  been  cir. 
culated,  owing  probably  to  the  flu- 
ency with  which  he  spoke  French, 
that  he  was  a  papist.  He  was  im- 
mediately buried  under  the  gibbet, 
which  was  erected  on  the  bank  of 
the  Serpentine  river. 


JOHN  PARKES, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORCING  AN  OIIOEK  ON  A  81LVSR8MITU  FOR 

UMWRQUGUT  SILVER. 

lu  malefactor  was  a  native  of    fair  character,  and  then  came  to 

diam,   in  Denbighshire ;  and,     settle  in  London. 

After  a  residence  of  more  than 
twenty  years,  during  which  he 
worked  as  a  journeyman,  he  be- 


ig  been  liberally  educated,  was 
enticed  to  a  silversmith,  with 
n  he  serred  his  time  with  a 


nit.  for  the  triui  of  offences  which  are  not  deemed  sufficiently  heinous  to  be  csrried 
eoeral  court-nianiaL  Regimental  courts-martial  are  often  assemliled»  •ometime* 
rew  minutes,  at  ilie  drum-heud,  and  consist  of  a  cuptain,  the  president,  and  four 
em  oflicers,  members.  They  are  not  sworn,  but  give  sentente  and  judgment,  like 
4mls  sitting  on  the  trial  of  a  peer  on  a  charge  affecting  his  life — '  Upon  their 
n.'  This  may  be  termed  the  internal  or  domeatio  management  of  a  regiment,  trj- 
Eences  by  a  court  uf  it^  own  officers;  but,  where  a  charge  is  of  a  serious  natore,  at 
y,  desertion,  or  treason,  then  application  is  made  to  the  comroander-in^hief  for  a 
il  court-martial.  It  is  composed  of  veteran  officers,  the  oldest  being  the  president* 
le  ad vocate- general,  or  his  deputy,  attendmg.  This  office  partakes  both  of  civil  and 
rj  functions.  He  regulates  the  evidence,  propounds  questions  as  well  for  the  pro- 
iras  the  accused,  takes  minutes  of  the  trial,  and  sums  up  the  evidence  in  the  maniMf 
vil  judge  on  the  trial  of  a  criminal,  for  the  determination  of  tiie  Court.  This  done, 
sort  is  cleared  of  all  strangers,  and  the  members  alone  debate  on  the  nature  of  the 
.  and  give  their  respective  decisions,  beginning  with  the  voungest,  who,  being  called 
by  the  president,  pronounces  'Guilty,'  or  'Not  Guilty,'  as  lie  feeb  the  case. 
eit  is  then  called  upon,  and  a  majority  of  voices  forms  the  sentence ;  the  president, 
equal  number  for  and  against  the  prisoner,  having  the  casting  vote.  When  found 
,  in  like  manner  they  determine  upon  the  penalty,  whether  death  or  corporal 
imcnt.  Tlie  sentence  is  then  MDt  to  the  king  for  approbation ;  and,  when  cunfiroiad^ 
mtahraeai  is  inflicted. 


w 
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to  tUsk  of 
ne  to  tke  foQowiof 


drawn  a  bill  om  Mr. 
a  leiacr  m  Lore  Lane,  ia 
Urn  aaaa  of  Mr.  Bravn,  aC 
tardStrcet,  foroaekMHbcd 
of  rihrcr,  ke  carried  it  to  tke  hamae 
oC  tke  fonoer,  wko,  aot  beiof  at 
hcmej  aa  apprentice  read  tke  draft, 
aad  afkad  if  Pkrkei  mm  a  alver- 
aantky  aad  for  wkoai  ke  worked. 
Ha  told  kiai  for  Mr.  Robioaon,  ia 
Bead  Street.  Tke  appreatiee  nid 
ka  waa  well  aoqaaintcd  witk  Mr. 
Robiatoa  ;  bat,  not  knowiag  tkat 
kit  WMter  dealt  witk  Mr.  Brown, 
ke  begged  tbat  tbe  bearer  woold 
call  far  aa  answer  in  tbe  aiomiog. 

Parkof  aow  went  hoaw  to  boi ; 
bat,  reiecting  tbat  be  ooald  imitate 
Mr.  Robinson's  kaad writing,  witb 
wkick  ke  was  perfectly  acquainted, 
ke  wrote  a  letter  in  hb  name  to  Mr. 
Scott,  informing  him  that  he  would 
be  answerable  for  Brown's  credit. 
If  an  J  donbt  was  entertained  of  it, 
and  begging  that  no  disappointment 
might  happen. 

Farkes  had  some  idea  of  carrying 
tkb  letter  himself;  but,  reflecting  on 
the  danger  that  might  attend  such 
a  proceeding,  he  went  into  a  public 
koase  near  Cripplegate  in  the  morn. 
iag,  and,  calling  for  a  pint  of  beer, 
sent  a  porter  with  the  letter,  telling 
bjm  to  inform  Mr.  Scott  that  he 
caaia  from  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Bond 
Street;  and  to  add,  that  the  person 
who  bad  been  there  the  preceding 
daj  was  taken  ill.  The  porter  was 
no  sooner  gone  than  Parkes  paid 
f9f  bis  beer,  and  told  the  woman  of 
the  house  that  if  the  porter  brought 
anj  thing  he  was  to  leare  it  at  the 
bar. 

Thb  being  done,  he  followed  the 
porter,  and,  obserring  him  to  go 
into  Mr.  Scott's,  he  stopped  in  a 


ke  saw 

ke  WM  at  asasatt 
distance  front  tke  koasei,  ke  fotiow. 
ed  kia,  and,  reeeifiBg  tke  kag  af 
silf  er,  paid  kip  for  tke  portarage, 
aad  decaaped  wttk  all  eapeditioa, 
Haearried  kii  OUgottaa  boo^tntka 
koase  of  aa  ao^aaiaCaaca  aear  tke 
Sevea  DIbIs,  wbare  ke  aelted  part 
oCtkesflver,  aad  spcat  tke 
ia  tke  most  eattatagaat 

Bfing  again  rednoed,  ke  amited 
tke  rrataiader  of  tke  silver,  and. 


mixing  it  witk 


copper,  ke 


offered  it  for  sale  to  a  lefiaer,  wko 
tkreateoed  to  apprekead  kim  for 
preseotiag  adalterated  silver;  bat 
tke  offieader  pretending  tkat  ke  kad 
no  intention  of  fraud,  tke  reincr 
paid  him  the  amount  of  tke  siifer. 

Having  tkos  escaped  poraskmant 
for  the  first  ofieace,  he  committed 
several  otker  crimes  of  a  similar 
nature,  and  at  leagtk  tkat  wkick 
cost  kim  hb  life.  Having  foiled 
a  note  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Lamerj, 
he  carried  it  to  a  refiner  in  Oat 
Lane,  named  Froxball,  desiring 
that  tvro  hundred  ounces  of  silver 
might  be  delivered  to  the  bearer. 
Thb  note  he  delivered  to  Froxhall's 
apprentice,  who  carried  it  up  stairs 
to  his  master,  bat  first  fastened  the 
door,  that  Parkes  might  not  escape. 
Theboj,  coming  down  soon>  desired 
Parkes  to  sit  down,  and  hb  master 
would  wait  on  him.  He  did  so ;  and 
Mr.  Froxhall,  coming  down,  asked 
who  wanted  the  silver*  Parkes 
said  he  did ;  on  which  he  was  de- 
sired to  wait,  and  he  should  have 
it:  but  in  the  mean  time  the  ap. 
prentice  was  sent  for  a  constable, 
who  conducted  Parkes  before  the 
lord  major,  by  whom  he  was  com- 
mitted to  Newgate. 

Bring  indicted  at  the  next  ses- 
sions at  the  Old  Bailey,  be  was 
capital  I J  convicted,  and  sentenced 
to  die.  After  conviction  he  exhi- 
bited signs  of  the  utmost  pcoiteace,. 
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DcereljT  lamentad  tbo  pait  thote  practices  which  brought  him 

iritics  of  his  life.     He  be.  to  a'fatal  end. 
evoutly  at  the  place  of  exe.        Parkes  wai  hanged  at  T^bani 

and  warned  others  to  a¥oid  on  the  14th  of  February ,  1748^ 


WILLIAM  WHURRIER, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MUKDEB. 

■ 

culprit  was  a  natife   of    getting  off  his  horse,  the  sailors 
Ih,  in  Northumberland,  and     ran  away,  and  Whurrier,  pursuing 


t  vp  as  a  husbandman ;  but, 
enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  Ge« 
dope's  regiment,  he  serred 
in  and  a  half  in  Flanders ; 
mm  horses  being  wanted  for 
I  of  the  amy,  he  and  another 
sre  sent  to  England  to  pnr- 


be  nth  of  February,  1748, 
ber  and  his  companion  were 
I  OTcr  Finchley  Common 
I  Barnet;  when  the  latter, 
reeried,  agreed  with  a  post- 
ko  went  by  with  a  led  horse, 
sic  him  to  ride  to  Barnet, 
Whnrrier  at  an  alehouse  on 
iL 

irrier,  hafing  drank  freely, 
ith  a  female  who  appeared 
is  countrywoman ;  and  with 
continued  drinking  till  both 
n  were  intoxicated,  when 
woceeded  together  towards 
;  but  they  were  followed  by 
liJors,  one  of  whom  insulted 
ier,  telling  him  that  he  had 
ness  with  the  woman. 
irrier,  suspecting  there  was 
n  to  injure  him,  asked  the 

if  she  had  any  connexion 
ose  men.  She  said  she  had 
it  in  the  mean  time  the  other 

coming  up,  said  they  came 
oe  the  woman ;  on  which 
ker  drew  his  sword,  but  re- 
it  into  the  scabbard  without 
ig  any  one. 

dier  riding  by  at  this  instant, 
:er  told  him  that  the  sailors 
treated  him,  and  begged  his 
m;  on  which  the  soldier 


them,  overtook  the  first  that  had 
assaulted  him,  and,  drawing  his 
sword,  cut  him  in  snch  a  manner 
that  he  was  carried  in  a  hopeless 
condition  to  a  house  in  the  neigh* 
borhood,  where  he  languished  till 
the  Sunday  following,  and  then 
died* 

It  appeared  by  the  testimony  of 
a  surgeon  that  the  deceased  had  re» 
ceifed  a  out  across  the  skull,  as  if 
done  with  a  butcher's  chopper,  so 
that  the  brains  lay  open ;  besidies  a 
▼ariety  of  other  wounds. 

Whurrier,  being  taken  into  cus- 
tody for  the  commission  of  this 
murder,  was  brought  to  trial  at  the 
next  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey; 
and,  being  capitally  conricted  on 
the  clearest  eridence,  was  sentenced 
to  die. 

After  conviction  he  said  he 
thought  there  was  a  combination 
between  the  woman  he  had  met 
with  and  the  sailors ;  and  a  day  or 
two  before  he  suffered  he  procured 
the  following  paper  to  be  published, 
which  he  caUed  «  Whurrier'fDeda. 
ration  :•— 

« This  is  to  let  the  world  know  that 
I  have  lived  in  good  credit,  and  have 
served  his  majesty  eight  years  and 
two  tnonths.  In  the  time  of  my 
service  I  have  stood  six  campaigost 
and  always  obeyed  all  lawful  com* 
mands.  I  have  been  in  three  bat- 
tles, and  at  Bergen-op-Zoom  during 
the  time  it  was  besieged.  The  first 
battle  was  at  Dettingen,  June,  1743, 
when  his  majesty  headed  his  army: 
the  second  was  in  the  year  li45f 
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Afdl  30,  at  FMloMy;  Ihtlkitd 
was  It  Lacklaiidy  bj  liege;  bmdci 
•kifithfij  amd  mker  great 
Ik^  ndber  it  kad  beoi 
■J  lale  to  km? e  died  iu  the  idd  of 
battle,  wbere  I  have  teea  ombj 
tboataadi  wallowiag  ia  ihar  bUwd, 
tbaa  to  coaic  to  § adi  dbgraoe ;  bat» 
alas!  I  bave  cicaped  all  iht^  daa. 
gnt  to  ooBe  to  tbii  aabappj  fkte, 
to  miieratTjbara,  aod  after  vardt 
to  baag  ia  cbaiot  oa  a  gibbet, 
whicb  hut  if  the  oeafcst  eoocrrn  to 
■e;  aod  I  caanot  bdp  dnakiaf 
tkat  it  woald  be  awre  beneicial  to 
tbe  pobfic  to  eaploj  bUcksaucbs 
to  anfce  breatt-platef  for  the  soL 
dien,  ihaa  irons  to  endoie  their 
bodies,  to  be  espoied  to  the  fowb 
of  tbe  air. 

*  1  have  been  a  froe  iubject  and 
faathlal  lervant,  as  is  well  known  to 
the  o&oers  of  the  reeiment  to  which 
I  bekinged.  If  I  had  been  a  pick* 
pocket  or  a  diief,  1  shoaki  have 
saiered  niach  moie  deserredlj,  ia 
By  own  opinion  than  i  now  do ; 
for  what  1  did  was  in  mj  own  de* 
fence.  I  was  upon  the  king's  dutj, 
and  was  assaulted  by  tbe  men  in 
sailort'  habits,  who  gave  me  so 
OMoy  hard  blows,  as  well  as  so 
BHich  bad  Ungoage,  that  1  could  no 
longer  bear  it,  and  wa»  obliged  to 
draw  my  sword  in  my  own  defence ; 
aad  being  in  too  great  a  passion, -as 


M  ■ 


m  fifOK,  I 
1  ctrack  witboat 
iaig  ay  lifeia 
by  ioar  mo, 
signed  to  oiBider 
tlwj  were  tbe  Lord  ksowa; 
plaia  thej  bad  a  false  pass,  ai 
proved;  aad  tkat tkcy  kad  travdkd 
bat  sevea  ailes  ia  aiaedajs;  bat 
I  forgive  tbem,  as  1  bope  ftgjita* 
Bcsi  ;  and  tbe  Lord  have 
lay  ftoal,  and  tbe  poor  ■na^ 


<  W.  Wavaui 
Wkanier  waa  esecated  at  Ty.* 
bnra  on  tbe  7tk  of  Mareb,  1748, 
and  bis  body  afterwards  kaag  m 
ckains  on  Finckky  ComaHa. 

Tke  ctime  of  tkis  aaa  aeeaH  to 
have  arisen  linMB  a  tense  of  iajaiy, 
iaflaaMd  by  intoxicatioa ;  and  af. 
fords  a  strong  lesson  against  te 
vice  of  dronkennen ;  a  vice  wUck, 
depriving  a  man  of  kis  reason,  d<ics 
but  at  the  best  level  him  witk  te 
brutes,  and  frequently  reduces  biai 
maiiy  degrees  beUfW  tke  rest  of  tke- 
animal  creation* 

Sobriety,  in  itself  a  virtue.  Is  na- 
turally productive  of  a  thousand 
others  The  mind  that  is  calm  and 
composed  is  fitted  for  the  practice 
of  all  its  duties ;  whSe,  on  the  con. 
trary,  the  devotees  of  dcbaucheiy 
are  as  useless  to  the  public  as  th^ 
are  unhappy  in  themselves. 


GEORGE  COCK, 

XXCCDTEO  FOa  PRIVATKLY  STEALIMG.  , 

Tills  artful  rogue  was  bom  in  as  errand-boy  and  porter  to  several 
the  neighborhood  of  Aldgate,  and 
at  a  proper  age  apprenticed  to  a 
pemke-awker  in  Spitalfields ;  but 
he  absconded  before  the  time  ex. 
pressed  In  his  Indenture  was  ex. 
pired,  and  his  master,  judging  him  to 
be  strongly  dbposed  to  dborderly 
and  profligate  courses,  took  no 
measares  to  Induce  his  return. 

Cock  lived  seven  or  eight  years 


tradesmen,'  none  of  whom  had 
son  to  suspect  that  he  parioined* 
thcir  property:  but  he  was  held 
by  them  in  no  esteem,  on  aceoant 
of  bis  being  frequently  intoxicated,' 
and  associating  with  people  of  dis- 
solute principles,  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  abandoned  com- 
pany ho  kept  increased  hb  inclina- 
tion to  a  lifeof  kOeoess,  and  proved  * 
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IM  of  h'n  punning  fclnniom 
I  far  procuring  the  means  of 

\ng  mode  pri^tcnsion!!  of  Imp 
^(].«cr>ant  in  (he  ndijhbar- 
EftUf  Fiiir,  ihc  inriroil  him 
I  nuutcr'a  houie:  ha  wiu 
k1  (o  the  appointment,  and, 
tat  stay,  Ircacheroualy  stole 
t  ipoon  of  about  twclvu  <thil- 

rning  (hat  a  lady  liicd  at 
pm,  «hn*e  son  wa»  abroad, 
t  to  bcT  haute,  and  informed 
»t  he  wu  lately  arrived  in 
id,  and  waited  upon  her  by 
lire  of  the  young  gentleman, 
m  her  of  the  condnuancc  of 
d  alfectian.  He  was  in>i(ed 
tike  of  tbe  bcsl  proritions 
too  could  slfDrd,  and  enter. 
iwith  grot  lihcralUy,  liind. 
knd  roped.  Af(er  he  had 
plly  rcfruheil  himself,  and 
d  a  large  ailrcr  epoon  in  his 
L  ko  departed,  inlcnding  lo 
%U  caarse  towards  the  mc. 
II.  The  ipoon  being  misgod, 
(rTanls  were  dispatched  in 
B(  the  thief;  and,  OTerlaking 
Ubovt  the  diitance  of  a  mile 
belioue,  they  conducted  hitn 
k^tiate,  who  committed  him 
Uewdl  ai  a  ragrant,  as  the 
rat  stene  to  prosecute  him 
p  felony.  Having  remained 
Ijon  about  three  months,  and 
{nvately  whipped,  hcwasdis- 
f  after  the  jmtice  by  whom 
^  cunimi(ted  had  pathetically 
Inled  to  him  the  diigrace, 
^  and  iniquity,  of  seeking  to 
ft  liieiihood  by  illegal  prac- 


h  gaining  information  that 
Iter  of  a  young  gentleman  of 
looiew  L^ne  wa>  abroad,  he 
|d  the  house,  and  pretended 
jODth  that  he  «»  preparing 
)ttot  the  country  in  which 
' ;  saying  that,  as 


he    was   acquainted    with    the 
genilcman,  he  should  be  happy  ti 
dcliTer  any   mcsiage    or   letter,   or 
eiecute  any  commission  with  which 
the    son    might    think    proper   to 
charge    him.     His    reception  here  J 
wai  not  less  hospitable  than  that  ha  J 
experienced  at  Sircatham  ;  and  haM 
did  not  take  leare  till  he  had  coiu^ 
Tcycd  a  silrcr  cup  into  his  pocket, 
with  which  he  got  off  undiscoTered. 
He  sold  the  cup,  and  expended  (he 
money  it  produced  in  the  most  ei. 
traragant  manner. 

Cock  went  to  the  house  of  the 
captain  of  a  trading  Tes«el  in  Rat. 
clifle  Highway,  whom  he  knew  wm 
at  sea,  expecting  that  he  should  be 
able  (o  amuse  his  wife  by  some 
plausible  prctenccB,  and  to  obtain  a 
booty  before  he  left  the  house.  He 
was  iDformed  th>i(  the  captain's  lady 
was  not  at  home  ;  but  was  iufiti^ 
into  the  house  by  her  mother,  who 
told  him  that  she  expi-cted  her 
daughter's  return  in  a  rery  short 
lime.  Being  «hown  into  the  kitchen, 
he  asked  the  maid  .servant  for  some 
table-beer,  and,  while  she  was  gone 
to  draw  it,  he  secreted  a  large  sil- 
*er  tankard  :  upon  (he  maid  bring- 
ing the  beer  he  drank  heartily,  and 
then,  pretending  (hat  he  had  some 
business  to  transact  which  would 
nut  permit  him  (o  stay  any  longer, 
took  leare,  promising  to  return  on 
(he  fallowing  day.  He  sold  (he 
tankard  to  a  Jew. 

He  inquired  of  a  maid-servant  in 
Spilalliclds  whether  there  were  not 
somu  women  in  that  neighborhood 
whoso  husbands  were  in  foreign 
parts.  The  girl  said  the  husbanda 
of  iwo  or  three  of  her  master'i 
neighbours  were  abroad,  and  asked 
the  name  of  the  |>trgon  he  desired 
to  find.  He  said  he  had  forgotten 
the  name,  butartrully  added  th.ithe 
should  remember  it  upon  hearing  it 
repeated  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
she  mentioned   somo  names,  and. 
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vpOn  hb  particolarizhig  one  of 
then  as  thmt  of  the  party  he  wanted, 
the  girl  directed  him  to  the  house 
where  the  wife  of  his  supposed 
friend  resided.  He  told  the  woman 
that  he  was  lately  arrired  in  £ng. 
land;  and,  by  her  husband's  ex. 
press  desire,  called  to  inform  her  of 
his  being  in  perfect  health  when  he 
embark ed.  He  formed  some  trifling 
escuse  for  occasioning  the  woman 
to  leate  the  apartment,  and,  soon 
after  her  return,  went  away,  taking 
with  him  a  pint  sit? er  tankard  and 
two  silrer  table-spoons. 

By  the  aboTe,  and  other  offences 
of  a  similar  nature,  he  gained  a 
maintenance  for  seferal  years :  but 
it  will  now  appear  that,  notwith- 
atanding  the  art  he  employed  in  the 
pursuit  of  yillainy,  he  at  length  fell 
a  just  Tictim  to  the  insulted  laws  of 
his  country. 

Cock  went  to  two  ladies  in  Soho 
Square  in  one  day,  under  the  pre- 
text of  delifering  messages  from 
their  husbands,  who  had  been  sere- 
lal  years  resident  in  foreign  parts ; 
and  was  receired  by  them  In  the 
most  kind  and  hospitable  manner. 
He  had  been  gone  but  a  short  time, 
when  one  of  the  ladies  misfed  some 
silrer  spoons;  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  pursued  and  taken 
before  a  magistrate;  and,  during 
bis  examination,  the  other  appear- 
ed, and,  on  oath,  identified  a  silrer 
tankard  found  in  the  prisoner's 
possession.  He  was  committed  to 
Newgate,  and,  at  the  ensuing  ses. 
akms  at  the  Old  Bailey,  condemned 
to  suffer  death. 

During  his  confinement  in  New* 
gate  he  showed  not  the  least  re- 
morse for  his  past  offences,  nor  em. 
ployed  any  part  of  the  short  time 
be  had  to  exist  in  mfiking  the  ne- 
cessary preparation  for  the  awful 
change  be  was  about  to  experience ; 
but  flattered  himself  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  being  repriered.    Howerer, 


after  learning  that  he  was  ordered 
for  execution,  he  in  some  degree 
corrected  the  irregularity  of  his  be. 
hariour ;  but  still  his  conduct  was 
by  no  means  such  as  might  hare  been 
expected  from  a  man  in  his  dread, 
ful  situation* 

He  was  almost  wholly  regardless 
of  the  derotional  exercises  at  the 
place  of  execution,  and  refused  to 
address  the  populace,  though  urged 
to  it  by  the  Ordinary. 

This  offender  was  executed  at 
Tyburn  on  the  13th  of  Jane, 
1748. 

At  an  early  time  of  life  Cock 
manifested  a  strong  propensity  U 
ricious  courses;  but  it  does  not 
thence  follow  that  he  was  ina. 
claimable.  When  he  absconded 
during  his  apprenticeship,  it  be> 
came  a  duty  incumbent  on  his  mas- 
ter to  pursue  erery  possible  mesn 
for  inducing  his  return ;  for  by  ex- 
erting a  lawful  authority  orer  hha, 
or  by  the  more  gentle  method  d 
appealing  to  his  reason,  represent^ 
ing  the  ill  consequences  naturaUj 
resulting  from  dissolute  courso, 
and  the  certain  happiness  attcndisf 
a  life  regulated  by  the  dictates  if 
rirtne,  it  is  probable  that  he  migM 
hare  effected  an  entire  reformatisi 
in  his  conduct  It  is,  at  all  erenlii 
beyond  dispute,  that  the  mastsr 
was  deserring  rery  serere  repi^ 
hension  for  shamefully  neglectiag 
all  endearours  to  arert  the  ruin  if 
a  youth  committed  entirely  to  Ui 
protection.  When  a  man  takes  m 
apprentice,  let  him  consider  that  bs 
has  a  more  important  dnty  to  Mil 
than  that  of  merely  instruotiiig  Wm 
in  the  method  of  earning  a  link- 
hood ;  that  he  becomes  the  gnai^Ksa 
of  his  morals,  and  that  he  mwt 
incur  a  heary  weight  of  goilt  if  hi 
suffers  them  to  be  corrupted  throagfc 
his  inattention  or  example. 

In  robbing  the  house  to  whisk  1 
he  wtts  inrited  by  the  woman  H  |«i 
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whom  he  had  made  a  declaration  of 
loTC)  this  offender  added  to  a  felo- 
BiOQS  act  circumstances  of  a  most 
aggravating  nature :  he  ? iolated  the 
faith  he  had  solemnly  sworn  to 
preserve,  and  subjected  an  innocent 
person  to  the  suspicion  of  a  crime 
which  has  been  seldom  known  to 
be  followed  by  a  punishment  less 
severe  than  death. 

On  the  14th  day  of  September, 
1748,  was  executed  at  Old  Down, 
near  Bath,  Richard  Biggs,  for  the 
murder  of  his  wife,  with  horrid 
barbarity.  Her  head,  breast,  arms, 
thighs,  and  legs,  were  full  of  bruises 
and  wounds.     After  having  beat 


her  to  death,  he  carried  the  body 
and  threw  it  into  the  river  near 
Bath.  He  was  convicted  on  the 
evidence,  shocking  to  relate!  of 
his  own  son,  a  boy  only  eleven 
yean  of  age.  When  on  the  ladder, 
and  before  the  rope  was  affixed  to 
the  fatal  tree,  he  jumped  down  and 
lay  flat  on  the  ground,  refusing  to 
stir.  He  made  great  opposition, 
and  long  struggled  for  life.  Thas, 
though  he  had  so  inhumanly  de- 
prived  his  wife  of  existence,  he 
showed  how  sweet  life  was  to  him. 
self  by  his  reluctance  to  yield  it 
up,  though  forfeited  to  the  laws  of 
his  country. 


JOHN  LANCASTER, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HOUSEBREAKING. 


We  conld  wbh,  seriously,  to 
caution  all  young  people  against  a 
habit  of  attending  fairs.  They  con- 
stitute an  assemblage  of  idle  people, 
where  are  indiscriminately  mixed 
thieves  and  pickpockets,  who  go 
irom  fair  to  fair;  loose  women, 
strolling  players,  and  vagabonds  of 
every  description,  waiting  to  plun- 
der the  honest  part  of  the  people. 
Saint  Bartholomew's  fair,  from  its 
long  continuance,  is  a  school  of 
vice  which  has  initiated  more  youth 
ioto  the  habits  of  villainy  than 
even  Newgate  itself.  Some  time 
since  a  numerous  gang  of  infant 
tbfeves,  of  both  sexes,  were  de- 
tected in  committing  depredations 
of  erery  description  which  they 
conld  accomplish.  They  had,  in 
haitation  of  Macheath's  gang,  their 
captain,  and  the  receiver  of  the 
stolen  property,  who,  though  the 
oldest  of  the  confederacy,  were  not 
Bore  than  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years  of  age ! 

The  parents  of  John  Lancaster 
were  poor  bnt  honest  people,  who 
pat  him  to  school  to  be  instructed 
li  leading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
ndi  when  abont  fourteen  yean  of 


age,  apprenticed  him  to  a  velvet- 
weaver,  who,  as  well  as  his  parents^ 
lived  ill  WhitechapeL 

After  the  term  of  his  servitude 
had  expired,  he  for  some  time  fol- 
lowed his  trade  as  a  journeyman. 
He  was  naturally  inclioed  to  vicions 
practices,  and  constantly  associated 
with  the  most  profligate  company. 
He  was  known  to  have  committed 
several  oflences  against  the  laws, 
for  one  of  which  he  was  appre- 
hended and  secured  in  Newgate^ 
where  he  contracted  an  acquaint- 
ance with  a  man  named  Lewis. 
They  were  both  acquitted  in  the 
same  sessions— Lewis  in  defect  of 
evidence,  and  Lancaster  because  no 
prosecutor  appeared. 

They  went  together  toRumford, 
predetermined  to  obtain  money  by 
violence.  At  Stratford  they  stopped 
a  gentleman,  and  robbed  him  of  his 
watch,  a  guinea,  and  some  silver. 
Their  success  in  this  attempt  giving 
them  a  greater  flow  of  spirits,  Lewis 
(who  had  long  been  a  notorious 
thief)  said,  «  Come  along  with  me, 
my  boy,  and  we  shall  soon  get 
money  enough  to  live  like  gentle- 
men i'  and  they  agreed  to  seek  no 


sneaiu  of  tupporl  but  that  moit 
dangerous  and  unjuRliGabIc  one 
of  making  depredations  on  Ihe 
public. 

They  now  determined  to  go  lo 
Smithfidd,  it  being  tlie  lime  uf  Bar. 
tholomew  fair,  and  met  there  a 
boy  of  Ibcir  own  iniquilou!  pro- 
feciion,  whOj  being  acquainted  with 
thorn,  produced  a  silver  mug,  which 
he  informed  them  he  had  stolen,  at 
the  same  time  olFLTing  to  allow  them 
a  share  in  the  booty.  Lcaring  the 
fair,  they  went  to  Duke's  Place, 
in  order  to  sell  the  mug  tu  a  Jew 
named  £.cvi  Chitty;  but  he  not 
being  at  home,  Ihty  adjourned  lo  a 
neighboring  alehouse  to  wait  till 
hJB  return  :  but  Ihu'y  had  not  long 
been  there  before  Lancaster  broke 
open adrauer,  and  from  ihcnce stole 
icTcral  valuable  articles.  They  now 
pud  for  the  beer  they  hai)  drank, 
and  escaped  without  suspicion. 

Having  disposed  of  their  booty, 
Lancsiler  and  i^ewi;  determined  to 
divide  the  whole  produce,  in  cx- 
clueion  uf  the  boy  who  had  itoUn 
the  sil«er  mug,  and  therefore  they 
sent  him  to  a  public  house  iu 
Bishopigatc  Street,  where  (hey 
promised  to  meet  him,  but  with  a 
resolution  to  forfeit  their  word. 

On  the  following  day  they  stole 
a  quantity  of  brast  candlesiicki, 
which  they  said  for  Gfty  shillings 
to  the  Jew,  who  fold  them  that  ho 
would  not  haTc  giicn  so  high  a 
price  but  that  he  was  desirous  of 
encouraging  them  to  <leal  articles 
of  greater  value. 

Thry  made  a  bonty  of  a  number 
□f  silk  handkerchiefs,  and  the  mo- 
ney received  for  ihem  from  Ihe  Jew 
Ihey  spent  in  the  company  of  several 
proatitntcs,  among  whom  wns  Sarah 
Cock,  the  widow  of  George  Cock, 
whose  memoirs  we  have  already  re. 
corded. 

Lancaster,  Lewis,  and  Sarah 
Cock,  went  the  following  ciening 
to   (he    Ui.yal    Eichange,     where 


they   picked  (he  pocketi  of  st 
ral  passengers  of  watches,  pa 
books,  purses  of  money,  and 
property . 

They  frequented  all  plac 
public  ruort;  and,  during  di 
service  on  a  Sunday  evening  at  tho 
Foundt'ry,  near  Moorlields,  they 
picked  the  pocketi  of  several  of 
(he  congregation.  On  their  return 
from  the  placo  of  warship  they 
came  lo  the  house  of  a  velvet- 
weaver;  and,  I^ncastcr  knowing 
him  (o  be  reputed  as  ■  man  of  con. 
siderable  property,  il  was  deter- 
mined to  break  open  and  rob  the 
house.  Having  effected  an  en- 
trance, they  secured  a  quantity  of 
plate,  and  then  went  into  (he  ware, 
house,  whence  they  stole  velvet  lo 
the  amount  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  flaring  obtaintil  (hit 
considerable  booty,  they  went  (o 
Sarah  Cock,  and,  giving  her  the 
velvet,  adjourned  to  an  alehouse  in 
Iloundsdilch,  to  wait  till  she  had 
disposed  of  it  to  Ihe  Jew. 

The  sum  Cuck  demanded  for  the 
velvet  the  Jew  said  was  more  than 
he  Could  really  alTord  lo  give,  as 
(he  colour  was  very  indifferent,  and 
he  should  be  put  to  expense  in 
sending  it  to  Holland,  where  all  hi« 
stolen  goods  were  exported  for  sale. 
During  their  convcrsaiioo  (hey  were 
observed  by  a  weaver  and  a  con- 
!(able,  who  suspecting  the  velvet  to 
have  b.'cn  Kolen,  the  woman  wai 
interrogated  as  lo  the  manner  of  lis 
Cuming  in(o  her  possession.  She 
acknowled;;cd  having  received  the 
property  from  f^ncailcr  and  Lcwii. 
andmeuiionedthe  house  where  they 
were  then  waiting  ;  in  consequenci.' 
of  which  (hey  wore  both  appre- 
hended, and  sccnredin  NewgatL-. 

Lewis  being  admitted  an 
for  (he  crown,  l^ncaster  i 
victcd  of  stealing  the  silver 
other  properly,  and  sentenced 
die.    While  under  sentence  of  di 
the   Ordinary   eiidearnrcd  to 


tc. 

1 


■  proper  idea  of  his  duty  to  \i\s 
mior;  but  lo  thr  very  moment 
f  hw  death  he  ob^ilinatelj-  percisted 
*l  k  T«fuBal  (o  make  what  atone. 
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diipoiition  (o  iadolcifce  and  a  fond. 
ncsi  for  the  company  of  ditiohile 
people,  which  led  him  to  (ranigrea) 
the  laws,  whereby  he  wai  doomed 
(o  a  Tiolciit  and  iKnominiuui  death. 
We  shall  conclude  in  the  word«  of 
the  Rambler:  '  IIo  that  <Soea  hi> 
best,  howeTcr  Utile,  14  always  (o 
be  distinguished  from  him  that  doFi 
nothing.  ^Vhati'Torbii<<ie<ll><rmind, 
without  corrupting  it,  hti*  at  least 
thii  use,  that  it  resciiua  (he  day 
from  idleness  ;  and  he  that  ia  neter 
idle  will  not  orteii  be  vicioul.' 
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He  said  thit  a  trifling  quarrel 
happening   between    them   on   the 
13th  of  May,   1748,  about  ten  in 
the  morning,  he  struck  her  with 
his  open  band,  and  made  her  cry  : 
that  she  going  out  of  the  house  to 
the  dunghill,  opposite  to  the  doofj 
be  followed  her,  with  a  hook  in  his 
band,  with  an  intent  to  kill  her ; 
but  before  he  came  up  to  her  he  set 
down  the  hook,  and  went  into  the 
house  for  a  knife:  he  then  came 
out  again,  took  hold  of  the  girl's 
left  hand,   and   cut  her  wrist  all 
round  to  the  bone,  and  then  threw 
her  down,  and  cut  her  to  the  bone 
just  aboTo  the  elbow  of  the  same 
arm.     That,  after  this,  ho  set  his 
foot  upon  her  stomaoh,  and  cut  her 
right  arm  round  about,  and  to  the 
bone,  both  on  the  wrist  and  above 
the  elbow.     That  he  itill  thought 
she  would  not  die,  and  therefore 
took  the  hook,  and  cut  her  left 
thigh  to  the  bone ;  and,  observing 
she  was  not  dead  yety  his  next  care 
was   to  conceal   the   murder ;   for 
which  purpose  he  filled  a  pail  with 
water  at  a  ditch,  and,  washing  the 
blood  off  the  child's  body,  buried 
it  in  the  dunghill,  together  with  the 
blood  that  was  spilled  upon    the 
ground,  and  mad^  the  dunghill  as 
smooth  as  he  could ;  afterwards  he 
washed  the  knife  and  hook,  and 
carried  them  into  the  house^  cleaned 
the  blood  off  his  own  clothes,  hid 


the  child's  clothes  in  an  old  cham« 
her,  and  then  came  down  and  got 
his  breakfast.  When  he  was  ex- 
amined he  showed  very  littie  con- 
cern, and  appeared  easy  and  cheer- 
ful. All  he  alleged  was,  that  th« 
child  fouled  the  bed  in  which  they 
lay  together ;  that  she  was  snlky^ 
and  that  he  did  not  like  her. 
(Judge  Hales  ordered  a  boy  of  the 
same  age  to  be  hanged,  who  burnt 
a  child  in  a  cradle.*) 

This  ^  boy  murderer'  was  found 
guilty,  and  sentence  of  death  pro^ 
nounced  against  him ;  but  he  was 
respited  from  time  to  time,  and,  oa 
account  of  his  tender  years,  was  at 
length  pardoned. 

If  we  were  not  well  aware  of  the 
frequent  negligence  of  keepers  of 
poorhouses    we    should    say    that 
this    premeditated    and    deliberate 
murder  could  not  have  been  rf- 
fected.    Several    hours  must  have 
elapsed  during  the  shocking  trans- 
action ;  where,  then,  was  the  €are 
oter   the    infant    paupers  ?      The 
overseers  of  the  poor,  in  many  in- 
stances, are  extremely  attentive  to 
their  parish  dinners  ;  but,  were  they 
to   employ  the  time  lost  in    thli 
sensuality  in   care  and  attendants 
to  the  morality  of  the  individuals 
placed  under  their  control,  such 
crimes  might  be  avoided,  and  the 
child  of  charity  brought  up  in  the 
paths  of  industry  and  virtue. 


JOSEPH  RAWLINS,  alias  GREAT  JOE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  BURGLARY. 

Joseph  Rawlins  was  indicted  at    of  September,  1747,  and  stealing 


the  assizes  held  at  Winchester,  for 
the  year  1748,  for  burglariously 
breaking  into  the  dwelling-house 
of  Mr.  Wakefield,  of  Selborne,  in 
the  county  of  Hants,  on  the  6th 


thereout  cash,  plate,  and  other 
effects,  the  property  of  the  said 
Wakefield. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  this 
fellow,  at  the  head  of  thirteen  more, 


*  Two  boys,  and  small  for  their  years,  named  John  Bunn  and  Joseph  Leech,  the 
former  f6arte«n»  and  the  other  fideen  years  old,  for  a  street  robbery,  were  hanged  el 
Tyburn.  Let  cbildreo  beware  of  committing  crimes,  for  their  yoath  will  not  alwaff 
!»▼•  them.  ^ 
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day  of  the  robbery  at 
Uh,  in  SiMseXy  whence 
ed  to  Woolmer  Forest^ 
laj  concealed  till  the 
hey  then  mounted  their 
irrived  about  eight  near 
shI's.  Jeremiah  CurtiB^ 
'illaios,  rode  up  to  the 
pretending  he  had  lost 
sired  Co  be  set  right. 
frtants  of  the  house 
Bed  him,  he  asked  for 
when  an  old  roaid-ser- 
to  4raw  some ;  but  he 
lialtwithit,  and  called 
he  told  him  that  her 
be  key,  and  was  gone 
;  thit  he  rode  back  to 
ons,  who  immediately 
Bed  with  blunderbusses 
ftod,  pretending  to  be 
sanded  the  master  of 
insisting  that  he  har. 
wed  smugglers.  Being 
at  he  was  in  bed,  they 
the  door,  and,  going 
ifakefield's  room,  pre. 
iderbusi  to  his  breast, 
Mrrid  imprecations,  de. 
re  he  kept  his  money. 
M  be  hiid  no  money, 

kim  across  the  bed ; 
persifted.     They  then 

point  out  his  pidte ; 
;  to  be  murdered,  he 
I  tke  chest.  This  they 
broke  open,  and  stole 
lilrer  tankard,  a  salt, 

salver,  and  twelve 
D  another  room,  four. 
I,  a  silver  watch,  and 
er  things  of  value. 
Jie  prisoner  at  the  bar, 
ith  another,  held  the 
ose  plundering,  fearing 

they  were  known  to 

Another  of  the  party 
iver  the  servants,  threat- 

with  instant  death  if 

landercd  the  house  of 


t^erj  portable  article  of  valoe,  they 
returned  to  Mr.  Wakefield,  aod^ 
with  dreadful  oaths,  demanded  two 
hundred  pounds,  which  they  insisted 
he  had  just  received  at  Bristol.  He 
protested  that  he  had  received  no- 
thing; upon  which  they  dragged 
him  out  of  bed,  and  swore  they 
would  carry  bim  off  unless  lie  dls« 
covered  his  money;  bat,  finding 
him  resolute,  they  let  him  go.  The 
next  day  the  thieves  divided  their 
booty,  of  which  the  prisoner  had 
his  share. 

The  old  servant  woman  who  had 
kindly  given  drink  to  the  first 
villain  swore  that  they  rifled  hmt 
pockets  of  four  shillings. 

The  defence  set  op  by  this  old 
offjpoder  was  weak  and  ignonwt; 
so  that  the  jury,  without  hesita^ 
tion,  found  him  guilty,  and  he  was 
accordingly  executed  at  Winches* 
ter,  Oct.  10,  1748. 

It  is,  without  doubt,  highly  ex. 
pedient  that  the  crime  of  burglary 
should  be  punished  more  severely 
than  any  other  species  of  thefl^ 
since,  besides  the  loss  of  propertT^ 
there  is  something  very  terriie  m 
the  mode  of  perpetration,  which  is 
often  productive  of  dreadful  effeetStf 

The  ancient  laws  made  a  marked 
distinction  in  the  punishment  b6^ 
tween  this  offence,  which  was  called 
Hamsokne  (which  name  it  retains 
at  present  in  the  northern  parts  of 
this  kingdom),  and  robbing  a  hoist 
in  the  day-time. 

It  is  impossible  to  reflect  vpon 
the  outrages  and  aets  of  Tiolenet 
continually  committed,  more  parti* 
cularly  in  and  near  the  metropolis^ 
by  lawless  ravagers  of  property  and 
destroyers  of  lives,  in  diiturhiog 
the  peaceful  mansion,  the  castle  of 
every  Englishman,  and  also  in 
abridging  the  lilierty  of  travelling 
upon  the  public  highways,  without 
asking — Why  are  these  enormltiei 
loflsred  in  a  coontiy  wherd  the 
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ctimtnsl  lawi  »re  suppoictl  to  hs*e 
arriTcd  at  a  greater  degree  of  per- 
fection than  Bny  other  I 

This  is  an  important  inquiry,  in- 
tercating  in  the  highpBt  degree  to 
eier^  rnember  of  the  body  politic. 

ir,  in  pursuing  such  an  inquiry, 
the  situation  of  liolland,  Flanders, 
and  KTeral  of  the  northern  states 
on  the  Continent,  be  examined,  it 
will  be  found  that  this  terrific  etil 
had  (we  allude  to  the  litiiaiion  of 
those  stales  preiiously  to  the  late 
wars)  there  scarcely  an  existence ; 
ftnd  that  eien  the  precaution  of 
bolting  doors  and  windows  during 
the  night  was  seldom  used:  al- 
though, in  those  countries,  from 
the  opulence  of  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants, there  were  great  tempta- 
tions to  plunder. 

This  security  did  not  proceed 
from  severer  punishments,  for  in 
tery  few  countries  are  they  more 
sanguioary  than  io  England,  It  is 
to  be  attributed  to  a  more  correct 
and  energetic  system  of  police, 
joined  perhaps  to  an  early  and  ge- 
neral attention  to  the  employment, 
education,  and  morals,  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people :  a  habit  of 
Industry  and  sobriety  is  thus  ac- 
quired, which,  imbibed  in  early 
life,  '  grows  with  their  growth  and 
■treugthens  with  their  strength.' 

Homes  intended  to  be  entered 
during  the  night  are,  in  general, 
previously  reconnoitred  and  ex- 
amined fordays  preceding.  If  one 
or  more  of  the  ierranti  are  not  al- 
ready usociated  with  the  gang,  the 
most  artful  means  arc  used  to  ub- 
tain  their  assistance;  and,  when 
every  previous  arrangement  is 
made,  the  mere  operation  of  rob- 


bing a  house  becomes  a  matter  of 
little  difficulty.  By  the  connivance 
and  assistance  of  immediate  or  for- 
mer scrvanls,  the  villains  are  led  In 
the  places  where  the  mo«t  valuable, 
as  well  as  (he  most  portable,  arti. 
cles  arc  deposited,  and  the  object 
u  speedily  attained. 

In  this  manner  do  (he  principal 
burglars  and  housebreakers  pro. 
ceed :  and  let  this  information  serve 
as  a  caution  to  every  person  in  the 
choice  both  of  their  male  and  femalo 
servants ;  since  the  tatter  as  well  ts 
the  formt-r  arc  not  seldom  accom- 
plices in  rcry  atrocious  rubtwries. 

It  frequently  happens  that  the 
bnrglars  make  their  eunlracts  willi 
the  receivers  on  the  eiening  before 
the  plunder  is  obtained,  so  aa  b 
secure  a  ready  admittance  imiD» 
dialely  afterwards,  and  before  d^. 
break.  Tor  the  purpose  of  eOeclnl 
concealment,  by  meliing  plate,  ok 
literatiug  marks,  and  securing  ill 
other  articles,  so  as  fu  place  th« 
out  of  the  reach  of  discovery.  Tl* 
has  long  been  reduced  to  a  rcgvkf 
syiteiii,  which  is  understood  mi 
followed  as  a  trade.  Even  hadu 
ney-cOBchmen  have  been  known  b 
promote,  in  an  eminent  degree,  tk 
perpclralion  of  burglaries  anil  olka 
felonies;  bribed  by  a  high  rt<w«d| 
many  of  these  have  eagerly  enterM 
into  the  pay  of  nocturnal  dopred^ 
tors,  watting  in  the  neighborboDl 
until  the  robbery  is  completed,  tni 
then  drawing  up  at  the  momcal  " 
watchmen  are  going  their 
or  off  their  stands,  for  the  , 
of  conveying  the  plunders 
house  of  the  receiver,  who 
nerally  waiting  the  issue  of  the 
tur  prise. 
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circu  nit  tail  cit.  Thomas  bvini;  ar. 
ilTecl  at  a  proper  age,  Ihc  pariali. 
ttScv»  |iru|iuiGd  bimiinjj  liim  ap. 
linnticc  ;  but  hcdeclini-d  itiu  olfcr, 
nj'iag  he  shuulil  prukr  guing  (o 
I  IM  with  a  capUin  who  wai  comu 
■  Mo  the  couDtry  (o  vitit  his  miilhc:r 
;r  rdaliuns.  IIl'  acrora- 
inieil  (be  t:4plaiii  to  Durham:  ihe 
iwbnaslcr  or  ihat  cUy,  thinking 
'nan  ac(i>e  and  promising  youth, 
nwl  hiin  lu  wail  upon  hii>  cu>ilom- 
e  days  in  a  wutik,  and  to 
Uc  pukt  on  ihi:  olhcra.  During 
c  lhr«o  ycui  that  lie  leinained  iii 
'»  atation  he  <*U4  guilly  >if  ilual. 
J  Doot-y  out  of  lutteri,  and  of 
|*en]  other  acli  of  dulioquency  ; 
I  >hlch,  huueter,  he  waa  nui  eus- 
icted  (ill  toute  time  after  he  bad 
pilled  bU  mailer's  lerTicc. 
(From  Durham  he  relumed  to 
■ley  i  hut,  not  being  able  lu  pro- 
■re  empluyniGnt  there,  pruct-eded 
a  llippua,  irhrre  he  was  eii)(ageil 
(Tw*  waiter  at  the  sign  of  ihe  King's 
^  ul.  in  about  three  muntlia  he 
bedhisDiatlcf  of  thirteen  poundu, 
I  alwconOed.  (loiiig  again  tu 
\  the  place  uf  hi«  nativity,  he  learnt 
'  at  an  aunt  lately  dcccaii-d  had 
u|n4.-atlicd  him  twelve  pounds ; 
hating  received  the  legacy, 
|ail  /lurcbaicd  tome  ncM  apparel, 
cant  ant  for  London,  where  in  » 
_  ne  be  >pen(  all  his  money 

bdiKMtlcrly  houses,  ainung  uomeu 
h^iU  fuDB.  Being  in  rircumslancei 
of  dtatreu,  he  made  application  fur 
idicf  to  a  relation,  who  behaved 
to  bim  with  great  lendcinc>9  and 
gneroiiljr ;  notwithstanding  which 
bearaileUhimteU  of  an  opportunity 
•if  robbing  his  benefactor  of  two 
■ilier  ipottns. 

He  olfered  the  ipoons  for  lala  to 
■  rilversmith  near  Charing  Cronii ; 
but,  bt*  honetty  being  inspected,  a 
■ctkcngcr  was  die  patched  to  inquire 
«helber  he  lived  at  the  place  he  had 
■tstioncd  (o  the  ihopkceper.    Be- 


lore  the  moteiiger't  return  Thomp- 
son cfTecied  hia  escape,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  he  had  giten  a  falte  di- 
rection. In  a  few  day«  he  was  met 
near  Exeter  'Change  by  the  siWer- 
imilh,  who  insisted  upon  his  going 
home  with  him;  but,  being  a  man 
(if  an  easy  disposition,  he  wfU  pre. 
vailed  upon  liy  theenlreatiet  of  tha 
young  villain  to  favour  his  escape. 

llu  now  again  returned  to  Oticy ; 
and,  a  dance  being  held  there  one 
evening,  he  mnde  one  of  the  com. 
|>any.  At  ihia  place  he  prevailed 
upon  a  young  woman  to  consent  to 
hia  partaking  of  her  bed;  but  she 
dismissed  him  upon  diseorcring  that 
he  was  destitute  of  money.  Thusdis- 
appoinled,  he  ruluruod  to  the  house 
where  he  lodged,  and  broke  open  a 
box,  whence  hestole  fifteen  shillings. 

l:^rly  the  ncKt  morning  he  stole 
A  horse,  and  rode  to  his  late  master's 
at  DurtiJui,  where  he  said  he  was 
employed  to  go  to  Newcastle  on 
important  business,  and  should  re- 
turn on  the  following  day.  The 
innkeeper  believed  bis  tale;  and, 
npuuhiii  repealing  his  visit  next  da/i 
made  hiiu  wolcurae,  &nd  eipreiied 
much  pleasure  at  the  seemiogljr 
favorable  change  in  his  situation. 
In  the  morning,  however,  the  boy 
who  had  been  with  the  mail  tu  Dar. 
ling'on  informed  Thompson  thatthe 
hue-and-cry  was  alter  him  on  suf- 
piciun  of  burse-stealing.  In  conse- 
({ueiice  uf  ihis  inlulligonce  he  took 
Ihe  road  lor  Scotland,  and,  selling 
the  sIoIl'm  horse  at  Bcrwick-upon. 
Tweed,  proceeded  on  fool  toCock- 
burn'B  I'ath,  and,  hiring  a  horse 
thcru,  rudj  to  Dunbar,  where  bav. 
ing  slept  one  ni^hl,  he  set  out  for 
Edinburgh  in  a  postchaiso. 

At  Edinburgh  he  protended  to 
be  servant  to  a  military  officer,  and 
persuaded  a  young  woman  who  was 
servant  at  the  inn  where  be  lodged 
to  admit  him  to  a  share  of  her  bed. 
In  the  morning  she  discovered  that 
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iier  box  had  been  broken  open,  and 
lier  money,  besides  two  gold  rings 
beqaeathfd  her  by  a  relation,  stolen 
thereout.  She  accused  Thompson 
with  the  tobberj,  and  threatened 
4  prosecution ;  but  was  appeased 
Ipon  his  restoring  the  effects. 

His  next  expedition  was  to  Perth, 
irbcre  he  engaged  himself  as  serf  ant 
to  a  military  officer.  His  master 
befBg  ordered  into  Yorkshire  upon 
the  recruiting  serrice,  Thompson 
aeeompanied  him ;  but,  thinking  it 
iniafe  to  remain  in  a  part  of  the 
eountry  where  he  was  well  known, 
lie  stole  a  horse  about  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  and  took  the  road 
to  Nottingham.  For  this  offence 
ht  was  tried  at  the  next  assizes,  and 
ientenced  to  die ;  but,  interest  being 
BMde  in  his  farour,  he  received  a 
pardon  on  condition  of  transporta- 
lion  for  fourteen  years. 

As  he  l>ehaf  ed  in  a  remarkably 
decent  and  regular  manner,  the 
keeper  of  the  prison  granted  him 
nany  indulgences^,  which  he  deter. 
mined  to  seise  an  opportunity  of 
making  use  of  to  his  own  adran. 
tage;  and,  accordingly,  observing 
that  on  some  occasion  the  maid« 
aerrantwas  intrusted  with  the  keys, 
he  seized  her  by  surprise,  and, 
taking  them  from  her,  recovered 
kis  li^rty. 

Upon  his  escape  from  prison  he 
proceeded  to  London,  where  he  en- 
lifted  into  a  regiment  then  abroad, 
ami  was  conducted  to  the  Savoy ; 
bat,  being  soon  after  attacked  by  a 
fcfer,  he  was  sent  to  an  hospital. 
Being  tolerably  recotered  in  about 


two  months,  he  deserted,  and,  going 
to  Rochester^  enlisted  into  a  regi- 
ment lying  in  that  city.  About  five 
weeks  after  his  arrival  in  Rochester 
he  robbed  the  waiter  of  the  house 
where  he  was  quartered,  and,  again 
deserting,  travelled  to  Hatfield  in 
Hertfordithire,  where  he  enlisted  into 
a  third  regiment,  from  which  he  also 
deserted  in  about  six  weeks.  He 
now  went  to  Chichester;  and,  hay. 
ing  there  entered  into  his  majesty's 
service  as  a  marine,  was  ordered  on 
board  a  ship  lying  at  Portsmouth. 
In  about  two  months  he  was  order- 
ed on  shore,  and  quartered  in  Chi. 
Chester,  where  he  robbed  his  lodg- 
ings, and,  having  stolen  a  mare  lie- 
longing  to  a  farmer,  rode  towards 
the  metropolis. 

The  farmer,  having  a  value  for 
the  beast,  hastened  to  London,  ex- 
pecting that  she  would  be  exposed 
for  sale  in  Smithfield.  He  put  up 
at  the  White  Bear,  in  Basinghall 
Street,  and  there  found  both  hii 
mare  and  the  man  who  had  stolen 
her.  Thompson,  being  taken  before 
the  lord-mayor,  was  committed  for 
trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  where  he 
was  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  die. 

When  ho  was  confined  in  the 
cells  of  Newgate  he  appeared  to 
he  struck  with  a  consciousness  of 
the  enormity  of  his  guilt.  He  con- 
stantly attended  divine  service  in 
the  chapel ;  and,  when  yisited  by 
the  Ordinary,  behaved  in  a  manner 
that  evinced  the  sincerity  of  his  re. 
pen  tan  ce. 

Thompson  suffered  at  Tyburn  on 
the  ^th  of  October,  1748. 


JOHN  YOUNG, 

£XCCUTBD  FOll  rORaERY. 


'  Tux  snbject  of  this  narrative  was 
horn  of  a  Protestant  family  at  Bel. 
Ihst,  in  Ireland,  and  received  a  libe- 
nU  education.  At  the  usual  time 
#f  life  k#  was  apptmitieed  to  a 


linen-draper  residing  in  the  town 
where  he  was  born.  Haying  served 
about  three  years,  his  master  died; 
and,  as  the  widow  declined  busi- 
ness,   lie  engaged  as  clerk  46   t 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


S3 


wholesale  dealer,  whose  goods  were 
priocipalljr  sent  to  the  London 
narket  and  Chester  fair. 

He  remained  with  his  enployer 
till  bb  arrif  al  at  manhood  ;  but  at 
length  absconded)  in  consequence 
of  one  of  hu  matter's  scrtant. 
maids  proTing  with  child  by  him. 
He  intended  to  settle  in  Dublin  ; 
but  in  his  way  to  that  city  he  met 
with  a  recruiting  party  belonging 
to  tbe  fourth  regiment  of  foot,  who 
vrged  him  to  drink  till  he  became 
intoxicated,  and  then  prerailed  upon 
liim  to  enlttt 

Yonng,  being  handsome  in  per- 
son and  accomplished  in  manners, 
was  soon  distinguished  by  his  offi- 
cers, who,  upon  the  first  ? acancy, 
promoted  him  to  be  a  sergeant. 
He  marched  from  Tonrnay  to  join 
the  regiment  at  Ghent,  in  Flanders, 
and  arriTed  but  a  few  days  preced- 
ing that  on  which  was  fought  the 
terrible  battle  of  Fontenoy.  His 
Miavioar  in  that  action  was  greatly 
commended  by  his  officers,  who, 
ipon  the  return  of  the  regiment  to 
Ghent,  conferred  upon  him  many 
instances  of  particular  respect,  and 
appoiBted  him  paymaster  to  the 
company  to  which  he  belonged. 

The  regiment  in  which  Young  was 
s  tergcMnt  was  one  of  those  ordered 
into  Scotland  for  the  purpose  of 
I  suppressing  the  rebellion,  which 
broke  oat  soon  after  the  battle  of 
Footenoy ;  but,  as  a  considerable 
lots  of  private  men  had  been  sus. 
tihied,  he  was  ordered  to  go  upon 
Hie  rccraiting  serrice  to  Chester, 
i      Maachester,  Liverpool,  and  other 

places. 
!  The  recruits  engaged  by  Young 
I  were  paid  the  bounty-money  with- 
I  out  the  least  deduction,  and  he 
^  would  not  encourage  them  to 
ipead  any  part  of  it  in  an  cxtraya- 
fsnt  or  useless  manner.  In  the 
ipcaof  four  months  he  raised  a 
Widred  aud  fifty  men ;  and  it  is 


presumed  that  the  strict  integrity 
of  his  conduct  greatly  promoted  his 
success.  Upon  joining  his  regi- 
ment in  Scotland,  his  officers  ad- 
yanccd  him  to  the  post  of  sergeant- 
major,  as  a  reward  for  his  serrices. 
At  the  battle  of  Falkirk  he  put  se. 
▼oral  of  the  rebels  to  death  with  his 
halbert,  and  behated  in  other  re- 
spects with  remarkable  intrepidity. 

Upon  the  command  of  the  army 
being  assumed  by  the  Duke  of  Curo^r 
berland,  the  regiment  to  which 
Young  belonged  was  ordered  to 
march  to  the  north.  On  account 
of  the  singular  brarery  they  dis- 
played at  the  battle  of  Cullodeo, 
and  the  great  slaughter  of  men,  this 
regiment  was  not  ordered  to  return 
to  Flanders,  but  permitted  to  re- 
main in  Scotland. 

Upon  tranquillity  being  re-esta- 
blished in  the  Highlands,  the  fourth 
regiment  was  appointed  to  perform 
duty  in  Edinburgh  Castle,  and 
Young  was  dispatched  to  Bristol 
upon  a  recruiting  expedition.  He 
enlisted  a  considerable  number  of 
men  at  Bristol,  and,  on  his  retnra 
to  Scotland, his  officers  compliment, 
ed  him  with  a  handsome  present. 
He  was  now  sent  to  raise  recruits 
in  Yorkshire  ;  and,  while  at  Shef- 
field, in  that  county,  he  engaged  in 
a  criminal  intercourse  with  the 
wife  of  an  innkeeper,  who,  when 
he  was  preparing  to  depart,  secreted 
property  to  a  considerable  amount, 
and  followed  her  lover  to  Scotland. 
In  a  short  time  the  innkeeper  came 
to  Edinburgh  in  search  of  his  wife, 
and  complained  in  passionate  terms 
of  the  cruel  and  treacherous  treat- 
ment he  had  received.  The  nature 
of  his  connexion  with  the  woman 
being  made  public,  Young  appeared 
to  be  greatly  disconcerted  when- 
ever he  met  with  persons  to  whom 
he  supposed  the  matter  had  been 
communicated  ;  but  in  justice  io 
his  character  we  must  observe^  that, 


so  far  from  encouraging  the  we 
to  rub  her  huaband,  he  was  entirely 
ignorant  of  every  thing  relating  to 
Uiut  matter  till  her  husband's  ar- 
rival at  Edinburgh.  Notwilh. 
standing  the  abote  affair,  Voiing 
was  still  held  in  much  cBteem  by  hi» 
officers;  and  in  a  short  time  ihe 
rcgimont  was  ordered  to  proceed 
to  the  Norlh,and  remained  in  the 
royal    barracks  at   Inveino^i    for 


abut 


inth. 


Young  being  both  sergeant-major 
and  paymaster,  many  notes  on  the 
bank  of  Scotland  neccBsarily  came 
into  his  paiscs>!on.  WhiJu  look- 
ing OTer  some  of  these  notes  in  thi- 
guard-room,  a  man  named  Parker, 
whom  he  had  enlisted  in  Engl.ind, 
ob>er?ed  that,  ifhe  hadufew  tools, 
ho  could  engrafc  a  plate  fur  coun- 
terfeiting the  notes  on  the  Edin- 
burgh bank.  Youn;  seemed  to 
gtfc  but  little  altenliun  to  what  (ho 
other  said  ;  but  look  him  to  an 
■lehouae  on  the  following  day,  and 
requeued  an  ciplanatiuii  as  to  the 
manner  of  executing  the  scheme  he 
had  suggested.  Parker  informed 
him  that,  bcsidca  engraving  an 
exact  rcsemblanrc  or  the  Icticri  and 
figures,  he  could  foroi  n  machine  for 
printing  such  notes  as  should  not 
be  known  from  thoic  of  the  Scotch 
bank. 

In  short.  Young  hired  a  priiaii- 
apartment  for  Parker,  and  supplied 
him  witheicry  utensil  necessary  for 
carrying  the  iniquitous  plan  into 
effect ;  and,  in  a  short  time,  ooine 
counterfeit  notes  were  produced, 
bearing  a  near  resemblance  to  the 
real  ones.  Upward}  of  six  months 
eUptcd  before  Ihe  fraud  Wds  de- 
tected. 

Orderi  being  issued  for  the  regi- 
ment lo  march  to  England,  Young 
determined  to  procure  cafh  for  us 
many  Dotea  as  possible  pteviouily 
to  bis  departure  from  InTcrncsa, 
knowing  that  in  the  noulhera  parts 


the  forgery  would  be  liable  to  it 
mediate  detection.  With  this  view 
he  applied  to  Mr.  Gordon,  who 
was  concerned  in  the  slocking- 
manufaclory  at  Aberdeen,  and  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  give  sixty 
pounds  in  cash  for  notes  cipre*tiD| 
to  bo  of  the  same  value. 

On  his  journey  from  Invemei}, 
Mr.  Gordon  parted  with  several  of 
the  notes  at  different  places;  but, 
upon  reaching  Aberdeen,  an  adver- 
tisement in  the  newspapers,  in  the 
name  of  (he  governors  of  the  bank 
at  (Edinburgh,  convinced  him  that 
he  had  been  deceived.  In  cotisc- 
quencu  of  this  Mr,  Gordon  wrote 
to  the  iheriiTof  Inverness,  who  inu 
mcdiatuly  took  Young  into  custo- 
dy, and  found  three  hundred  uote«, 
and  the  copper-plate  from  which 
ihcy  had  been  printed,  in  his  pos- 
session. Parker  was  admitted  in 
eviilcnce  (or  ihe  crown,  und  Young 
was  removed  to  Edinburgh  for 
trial  before  Ihe  High  Court  of  Jus- 
ticiary. After  a  trial  thai  lasted 
a  whole  day,  he  was  pronounced  to 
be  guilty,  and  M'nlcnced  to  suffer 
death. 

While  this  malefactor  was  under 
conlioemcnl  he  would  not  consent 
to  be  viAili'd  by  the  clergy,  though 
several,  from  motives  of  humauily, 
were  desirous  of  using  their  endea. 
vourii  to  prepare  him  for  eternity. 
He  was  informed  by  bis  fellow- 
prisoners  that,  if  he  couM  procras- 
tinate his  eiecution  beyond  the  ftp. 
pointed  time,  his  life  would  of  ne. 
cessiiy  be  preserved ;  for  that  the 
crown  taw  of  Scotland  declared  thai 
condemned  prisoucrs  should  be  ex< 
eculcd  between  two  and  four 
o'clock  on  the  days  expressed. 
Being  ignorant  of  the  law,  the  un- 
happy man  was  amused  by  this 
story,  and  hoped  to  escape  punish, 
meni  by  the  following  means:  he 
secured  Ihe  strong  iron  dour  of  lh« 
room  wherein  he  was  conGncd  i 
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tuch  ft  manner,  that  when  tliegaoler 
cune,  iu  order  to  conduct  him'lo 
tbe  place  of  execution,  he  could  nut 
gain  admittance. 

Upward*  of  fifty  carpeiilers, 
luilhi,  maeon*,  and  other  artificers, 
were  tent  for,  tu  open  a  passage  ; 
but  thef  all  declined  undertaking  a 
biuineM  which  they  deemed  to  be 
in  practicable,  and  were  unani. 
mouily  of  opiuion  that  un  aperture 
could  not  be  made  in  tho  wall 
wilhuul  cndaugering  the  whole 
fabric. 

Matters  being  thus  circumstanced, 
the  lord-provoil  and  ihe  ret>t  of  [he 
inagritralei  use m bled  at  (he  prison, 
■nd,  after  long  debates,  it  was  dc. 
teimintrd  to  I'orm  an  opening  to  the 
room  by  breaking  through  the  lloor 
of  that  immediately  above. 

The  opening  being  made,  the 
pritoiier  leaped  up,  and,  icizing  a 
iniulicl  from  one  of  the  city  guards, 
declared,  with  an  oath,  that,  if  any 
Dait  alieniplcd  to  molest  him,  ho 
would  immediately  dash  out  his 
braios.  &a  of  the  soldiers,  how. 
eter,  suddenly  descended,  and  one 
«{  tbcm  rccciTt'd  a  terrible  blow 
from  the  priaoner ;  but  he  was  im. 
mediately  after  secured  by  Ihc  other 
&Te,  and  eieculed. 

Jitha  I'oung  underwent  the  sen- 
lence  of   the  law   in    the   Grass- 


market  of  Edinburgh,  about  lix 
o'clock  OQ  the  evening  of  tho  IDtk 
of  December,  1748. 

Young  wai  not  addicted  to  in- 
dulge himself  in  eipeosiTe  plea, 
sure);  and  we  may  suppose  tliat 
his  pay  as  a  private  soldier,  added 
to  the  emoluments  he  derived  frOM 
the  posia  of  lergcanl-major  and 
paymaster  to  his  regiment,  would 
ha>e  proved  equal  to  every  reaaon- 
ablo  gratilication,  opecially  in  a 
country  where  the  Decessariei  and 
cunvcniencuB  of  life  were  to  be  pro. 
cured  with  moderate  expense. 

It  muit  be  acknowledged  that 
his  Gcduciiun  of  his  master's  maid- 
servant and  the  innkeeper's  wife 
were  olfi'iicei  of  a  most  heinous 
nature;  but  in  other  respccb  his 
character  was  unimpeached  :  he  was 
highly  respected  by  his  officers,  and 
universally  esteemed  by  all  who 
were  acquainted  h  ilh  him  ;  he  wm 
in  the  wuy  to  preferment,  and 
would,  in  all  probability,  have 
made  a  di&tinguishi^)  figure  in  life, 
had  he  been  contented  to  proceed 
by  the  gradual  advances  to  fortune; 
but,  from  the  hint  given  by  Parker, 
he  conceived  Ihe  ha|)es  of  speedily 
ainaising  great  riches,  without  con> 
bidering  that  wealth  unjustifiably 
obtained  must  necessarily  prove  the 
source  of  afUicliun  to  the  possesiof. 


I 


JOHN  WHITMOUE  AND  JEREMIAH  DAWES, 


ricTto  AMU  pui 
Soon  after  the  rebellion  was 
cTUihed  great  diicuntent  wus  dis- 
covered iokcvcral  private  meetings, 
>hich,  bcinit  of  little  import  to  the 
coBBioowcal,  were  passed  over, 
endei  the  hopes  that  time  would  clamaliunof  Ihe 
recoacile  jarring  opinions  to  the  Oxford. 
Iimily  on  the  Ihrono:  but  it  was  *  Ata  meeluigorthevice.chancel- 
little  expected  that  the  spark  of  lor,  heads  of  houses,  and  proctors 
edition  would  be  fanned  into  a  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  on 
faoM  among  students  at  an  uuircr-     Monday,  April  11,  1748  : 


iUEU   FOR  SEDITION. 

lity ;   among   men    hulf.grown    in 
body,  and  still  weaker  in  mind. 

That  such  was  actually  the  case, 
however,  wo  shall  ihow  ;  and  to 
this  end  give,  verbatint,  Ihe  pro- 
chancellor  of 
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^  Whereas  there  haye  been  late]3r 
iome  rery  tumultuous  disturbances 
and  outrages  committed  in  the  pub- 
iie  streets  of  Oxford  hy  young 
scholars  of  the  uni? crsity,  particu. 
larly  on  the  33d  of  February  last 
pAst^  amounting  to  a  notorious  in- 
avlt  on  his  majesty's  crown  and  go- 
▼ernment)  and  in  utter  contempt  of 
the  wholesome  laws  and  discipline 
^Ihis  unifersity,  and  the  gorernors 
thereof:  we,  the  yice'Chancellor, 
lieads  of  houses,  and  proctors,  this 
dsy  assembled,  think  it  Incumbent 
on  us  to  make  this  public  declara* 
tion  of  our  sincere  abhorrence  and 
^•testation  of  such  factious  and  se- 
ditioas  practices,  as  also  of  our  firm 
resolution  to  punish  all  offenders 
(of  what  state  or  quality  soever 
they  are)  who  shall  be  duly  con- 
^cted  thereof,  according  to  the  ut- 
termost seferity  and  rigour  of  our 
ititates. 

^  And  whereas  many  of  the  dis- 
orders complained  of  have  been 
chiefly  and  immediately  owing  to 
scholars  hating  prirate  entertain, 
me^ts  and  company  at  their  cham- 
bers, which  are  generally  attended 
with  great  intemperance  and  ex. 
cess,  and  always  with  expense, 
that  are  both  needless  and  hurtful ; 
we  therefore  earnestly  recommend 
it  to  all  bursars,  deans,  censors, 
and  tutors,  to  prevent,  as  much  as 
in  their  power, this  unstatutable  and 
mischievous  practice,  and  to  oblige 
all  persons  to  attend  in  the  com- 
mon hall  at  the  usual  hours  of 
dinner  and  supper. 

^  And  as  these  irregularities  are 
too  frequently  practised  (as  we 
have  reason  to  believe)  at  coffee, 
houses,  cook-shops,  and  victualling- 
houses,  all  proctors  and  magistrates 
of  the  university  arc  strictly  re- 
quired to  be  vigilant  and  careful  in 


Yisiting  all  such  public  houses  and 
places  of  entertainment  and  Idle- 
ness, and  in  duly  punbhing  all 
young  scholars  whom  they  shatl  at 
any  time  find  at  such  places  ;  and 
likewise  in  laying  a  mulct  on  the 
masters  or  mistresses  of  such  houses 
for  receiving  and  entertaining  such 
scholars,  contrary  tq  the  known 
rules,  orders,  and  statutes,  of  the 
university. 

*  Given  under  our  hand  the  day 
and  year  aboye  mentioned. 

*  J.  PuRNELL,  Vice- 
Ghancellor.' 

In  consequence  of  this  prodama- 
tion  several  of  these  beardless  strip, 
lings  of  sedition  were  apprehended, 
and  removed  to  the  Court  of  Ring's 
Bench  at  Westminster,  to  take  their 
trial  before  a  jury  of  their  country, 
and  John  Whitmore  and  Jeremiah 
Dawes  were  found  guilty.  Charles 
Luxmore,  after  a  trial  of  eight 
hours,  was  acquitted. 

On  Monday,  NoTember  38, 
1748,  these  two  scholars  were 
brought  up  to  the  bar  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  to  receive  sentence, 
which  was,  ^  To  be  fined  five  nobles 
each,  to  suffer  two  years'  imprison- 
ment in  the  King's  Bench  prisoo, 
and  to  find  two  sureties  for  their 
good  behaviour  for  seTcn  yean, 
themselves  to  be  bound  in  five  hin. 
dred  pounds,  and  their  securities  in 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each ; 
and  that  they  immediately  walk 
round  Westminster  Hall,  with  a 
label  affixed  to  their  foreheads,  de- 
noting their  crime  and  sentence, 
and  to  ask  pardon  of  the  several 
Courts.' 

•  They  accordingly  were  each  hi- 
belled  on   the   forehead,   and  kd    f 
round  the  Hall,  stopping  at  each   | 
Court,  to  solicit  pardon  ;  and  then 
sent  so  prison. 
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USHER  GAHA6AN  AND  TERENCE  CONNER, 

EXECUTED  FOR  D1IIINI8UIII&  THE  CUEREXT  COIN  OF  THE  REALM. 

The  conntj  of  Westmeathi  ia  lupporting  himielf  by  his  literarjr 

IfeUndy  gRTo  birth  to  Usher  6a«  abilities. 

kagui)  who  having,  by  the  indolg-  On  hit  arrival  in  the  metropolif 

enee  of  hit  parents,  received  the  he  made  some  connexions  with  the 

advaotage  of  a  liberal  edacation,  booksel  lers,  and  under  took  to  trans- 


itent  to  Trinitj  College,  Dublin,  late  Pope's  ^  Essay  on  Man*  into 

whence  he  was  removed  to  one  of  Latin  ;   butf  becoming  connected 

the  loM  of  Coort,  in  the  hope  of  with  some  women  of  abandoned 

his  rising  in  the  law,  in  which  se.  character,  he  spent  his  time  in  a 

Fieral  of  his  relations  had  become  dissipated  manner,  and  thus  threw 

ilneat.  himself  ont  of   that   employment 


He  had  been  instructed  by  his  which  might  have  afforded  him  a 

pareots  in  the  Protestant  religion ;  decent  support, 
bnty  falling  into  company  with  some        He  now  made  an  acquaintance 

priests  of  the  Romish  persuasion,  with    an    Irishman   named    Hngh 

tbflj  cooTerted  him  to  their  failh,  Coffey,  and  they  agreed  on  a  plan 

ras  a  principal  obstacle  to  for  the  diminution  of  the  current 


Us  future  advancement  in  life;  for  coin.     At  this  time  Gahagan  had  a 

u  no  gentleman  can  be  admitted  a  lodger  named  Conner  (whose  case 

aNinsellor.8t-law   without   taking  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel  of  this 

the  oatiis  of  supremacy  and  abjura-  account) ;  and  it  being  agreed  to 

tion,  and  as  Mr.  Gahsgan's  new  receive  him  as  a  partner  in  this  ini. 

fiuth  preTented  his  complying  with  quitous  scheme,  they  procured  pro- 

these  terms,  he  declined  any  further  per  tools  ;  and,  having  collected  a 

pcosecotion  of  his  legal  studies.  sum  of  money,  they  filed  it  and  put 

His  parents  and  other  relations  it  off;  and,  procuring  more,  filed 

were  greatly  offended  with  his  con-  that  also,  and  passed  it  in  the  same 

dact ;  and  those  who  had  particu-  manner. 

larly  engaged  themselves  for  the  Having  continued  this  business 

adTanoement  of  his  fortune  forbade  some 'months,  during  which  they 

hioi  to  visit  them,  through  indigna-  had  saved  a  sum  of  money,  they 

tion  at  what  they  conceived  the  im«  went  to  the  bank  and  got  some 

propriety  of  his  behaviour.  Portugal    pieces,   under    pretence 

Tlius  reduced  to  an  incapacity  of  that  they  were  intended  for  ex- 

npporting  himself,  he  sought  to  portation  to  Ireland.    Thus  they 

idieve  his  circumstances  by  a  ma.  got  money  repeatedly  at  the  bank ; 

triaonial  schame ;  and,  having  ad-  but  at  length  one  of  the  tellers,  sas- 

dressed  the  daughter  of  a  gentleman,  pecting  their  business,   communi. 

k  obtained  her  in  marriage,  and  cated  his  suspicions  to  the  gover. 

nuantd  a  good  fortune  with  her ;  nors,  who  directed  him  to  drink 

bttt,  treating  her  with  undeserved  with  them,  as  the  proper  method  to 

Kveiily,  she  was  compelled  to  re.  discover  who  they  were  and  what 

bun  to  the  protection  of  her  re.  was  their  employment. 

lationf.  In  pursuance  of  this  order  he. 

His  conduct  having  now  rendered  on  their  next  appearance,  invited 

obnoxious  to  his  acquaintance  them  to  drink  a  glass  of  wine  at 


it  Onblio,  he  quitted  that  city,  and    the  Crown  tavern,   near  Cripple- 
icpiired  to  London,  with  a  view  of   gate;  to  which  they  readily  israod, 


m 
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and  met  him  after  the  hours  of 
office. 

When  the  circulation  of  the  glass 
had  sofficicntly  warmed  them,  Gku 
hagao,  with  a  degree  of  weakness 
that  is  altogether  astooishiog)  in- 
formed the  teller  that  he  acquired 
considerable  sums  by  6ling  gold, 
and  even  proposed  that  he  should 
become  a  partner  with«them.  The 
gentleman  seemed  to  accede  to  the 
proposal,  and,  having  learned  where 
they  lodged,  acquainted  the  cashiers 
of  the  bank  with  what  had  passed. 

On  the  following  day  Coffey  was 
apprehended ;  but  Gahagan  and 
Conner,  being  suipicions  of  the 
danger  of  their  ifituation,  retired  to 
a  public  house,  called  Chalk  Farm, 
a  little  way  out  of  the  road  from 
London  to  Hampstead,  where  they 
carried  their  implements  for  filing : 
bat,  Coffey  baring  been  admitted 
an  Of  idence,  it  wa«  not  long  before 
the  place  of  their  retreat  was 
known ;  on  which  they  were  ap. 
prehended,  and  lodged  tu  Newgate. 

Terence  Conner  was  a  natire  of 
Ireland,  and  had  received  a  most 
liberal  cxlucation.  It  is  recorded 
of  him  that  he  was  so  perfectly  well 
read  in  Roman  history  as  to  be  able 
to  turn  to  any  part  of  it  without 
the  assbtance  of  an  index.  He 
was,  by  birth,  heir  to  a  consider- 
able fortune;  but  his  father  dying 
without  a  proper  adjustment  of  his 
affisirs,  some  intricate  lawsuits 
were  the  consequence ;  so  that  the 
whole  estate  «i  as  only  sufficient  to 
discharge  the  demands  of  the  gen. 
tiemen  of  the  long  robe. 

Conner,  being  reduced  in  circum- 
stances, came  to  London,  and,  be- 
coming acquainted  with  Gahagan 
and  Coffey,  was  concerned  in  di- 
minishing the  coin,  as  above  men- 
tioned. 

On  their  trial  the  CTidence  of 
Coffey  was  |H>sitive;  and,  being 
snpported  by  collateral  proofSf  tha 


jury  could  not  hesitate  to  find  them 
guilty,  and  they  received  sentence 
of  death. 

After  conyiction,  the  behaviour 
of  these  unhappy  men  was  strictly 
proper  for  their  circnmstances : 
they  were  extremely  devout,  and 
apparently  resigned  to  their  fate; 
bat,  anxious  to  evade  the  ignominy 
that  attendcrd  them,  they  did  not 
neglect  those  means  which  they 
thought  might  have  the  remotest 
tendency  to  their  preservation :  in 
consequence  of  which  Mr.  Gaha- 
gan wrote  the  former,  and  Mr. 
Conner  the  latter,  of  the  following 
copies  of  Terses  :— 

To  his  Roifal  Highnoi  Prmee  George,  DmIcc 
rf  Conmail,  and  eltUtt  Som  to  hk  Ro^ 
higkneu  Frederic  Primco  of  WmUt  (mf- 
ieno&rd$  Kmg  George  the  Third)f  em  kk 
acting  the  Pari  of  Cato  at  Leicester  Hmuc 

*  Tuus  JAin  regnat  Apollo.'— Vi  bo. 

Hdil !  little  Cato,  taught  to  tread  the  stage, 
Awfal  as  Cato  of  the  Roman  age  ; 
How  Tast  the  bo|M9i  of  chj  aMturer  ycert. 
When  in  the  bojr  svch  bmuiIj  pow«»^  ap^ 

pean! 
Say,  what  spectator  but  did  pleas'd  admire 
TV>  hear  thee  talk  with  sage  Catonic  fire? 
A  tender  stripling  of  the  royal  blood 
Breathing  his  country's  liberty  and  good ! 
What  lapture  warm'd  thy  princely  iatbex's 

breast? 
What  joy  thy  sceptred  grandstre  then  con- 
test, 
Beholding  thee,  a  Tyro  from  the  school, 
Foreslioif  ibe  wisdom  of  thy  future  rule  ; 
And  Ned,  iliy  little  Juba,  play  his  part, 
Half-fiirm'd  by  Nature  in  Bcllona's  art ! 
Well  may  we  say,  when  Royalty  tbos 
deigns 
To  grace  the  stage,  that  now  Apollo  reigns, 
Who«e  tuneful  handmaids  should  exalt  lo 

see 
Such  regal  honours  done  to  them  in  thee; 
Nw  lem  thy  shade,  O.  Addison,  reioice 
To  find  that  Cato  made  a  Cato's  choice. 

Lo !  Britain  glories  in  thy  years  te  trace 
A  buskin'd  hero  of  the  Brunswick  race  ; 
Her  stage  now  trod  (ihoegh.  Collier,  oope 

thy  scorn) 
By  d«Min'd  monarchs,  and   high  princes 

bom: 
Augusu,  too,  some  kiugts  allotted  bride. 
Adorns  her  scenes.  Mid  gives  en  eqml 

pride* 
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Bat;  oh !  when  tbott  shalt  once  Uijr  fcepire 

wield. 
And  £dwafd  shine  dreed  leader  of  the 

field; 
When  thoa  a  Cato's,  he  a  Jaba'f  ta»k 
Perlbna  in  real  action,  not  in  masque ; 
At  hoHM,  when  thon'lt  thj  country's  good 


While  be  abroad  shall  stem  the  pride  of 

France; 
Wken  tboM'lt  esUblith  Europe's  wish'd  re* 


Bflterniag  he  the  gates  of  Janus  dote  ;— 
Tbea.  ttai  Britannia  maj  with   reason 


Not  think  her  blood  or  treasure  fruitless 

lotL 
O,  aaj  she  hail  (bat  late)  the  glorious 

daj. 
When*  exercising  thus  imperial  sway, 
Of  sire  and  graadsire's  virtues  thou  pos- 


ShalC  ffentlj  mie,  and  make  thy  people 

ble»-d; 
When    harass'd     Europe,    rescued    from 

alarms. 
Shall  o«re  Ker  rest  to  George  and  Edward's 


BfOns'd  with  the  thought,  and  impotently 

▼ain, 
I  now  wonid  lannch  into  a  nobler  strain  ; 
Bnt  tec  I  tbe  captiTO  Muse  forbids  tlie  lays. 
Unit  to  stretch  the  merit  1  would  praise. 
8«ch  at  whose  heels  no  galling  shackles 

riBji 
Ifajfaiee  the  voice,  and  boldly  touch  tbe 


CiaaqpTd  hand  and  foot,  while  I  iti  gaol 
■inslstay, 

Dieadiag  ea^  hour  the  eiecution-day ; 

Pent  mp  m  dco,  opprobrious  alms  to  crave, 

Jfo  Delpkie  cell,  ye  gods!    nor  Sybirs 
cave; 

Her  will  ay  Pegasus  obey  tbe  rod. 

With  aMMj  iron  barbaroasTy  shod ; 

lliriee  I  enay'd  to  force  him  up  the  height, 

And  thriee  the  painful  gyves  restrain'd  his 
ffifbt. 
So  when  a  sickly  snake  attempts  to  creep. 

Or  dimb  tome  slippery  rock,  or  ditch's 
Heap, 

Scarce  half  her  length  advanc'd,  she  back- 
ward falls, 

Aad  m  slow  volumes  languishingly  crawls. 

7*«kr  6f«ee  the  Duekm  of  Qmeetuberry:  a 
Psrtfeal  Addrm,  hy  Terence  Cermer,  in 
ike  Celk  ^  Newgate. 

'Latama  misero  te  mihi  rebar  opero.' 

Ovid. 
Aoe  great  protectress  of  the  Aonian  strain, 
^"Vfvn  in  each  cotemporary  reign ; 


Brightest  devotress  at  the  Delian  shrhie^ 
Oft  sung  and  courted  by  the  sacred  Nine  ; 
If  e'er  thy  kindred,  of  immortal  Dune, 
The  Muses  lov'd,  nor   scom*d  a^  poet* s 

name ; 
If  e'er  thyself  vouchsafed  toloiiiehthelyre. 
And  joined  with  open  vo^jEe  the  taneful 

quire; 
If  on  the  canvass,  to  descrilM^the  fsce. 
With  animated  bloom  and  living  grace. 
To  draw  the  vernal  llowen  and,  tinging, 

shape 
The  peach,  the  melon,  and  the  ripen'd 

To  mark  each  story,  holy  or  profane. 
Move  in  the  landscape,  and  to  vi»ion  plain; 
If  these,  with  courtly  wit  and  eloquence. 
Be  gifts  Apollo  did  to  thee  dispense, 
(Which  sure  they  are,)  in  charity  regard 
The  meanest  of  his  sons,  a  captive  bard ; 
Far,  far,  alas !    from  home  aiidj  native 

clime. 
The  first,  perhaps,  that  did  in  Newgnte 

rhyme ; 
The  first,  perhaps,  beneath  his  dreadful 

doom. 
That  ever  mounted  the  poetic  loom. 

O  !  born  tliyieif  of  high  Pierian  blood. 
Boast  of  the  times,  nor  yet  more  leam'd 
Dif  pthan  good, 

lay  thv  bounty  where  a  life's  at  stake. 
And  save  the  wretched  for  the  poet's  sake ; 
The  poet  pent  in  narrow  darkling  cell. 
With   vagrants  and    bandittis   forced   to 

dwell ; 
In  pond'rous  gyves  of  iron  rudely  bound, 
A  stone  his  pillow,  nnd  his  bed  the  ground ; 
One  penny  loaf  the  banquet  of  a  day. 
And  chilhng  water  to  dilute  hu  clay; 
Broke  every  morning  of  his  painful  rest. 
The  scorn  of  turnkeys,  and  the  keeper's 

jestj 
Sternly  rebuk'd  if  he  the  least  complains. 
And  menac'd  widi  a  double  load  of  chains. 
Thus  day  and  night  disconsolate  I  spend, 
Unpitied,  and  debarr'd  of  every  fri«id ; 
Deserted  by  the  Moses,  as  by  men. 
Save  Elegew's  visits  now  and  then  ; 
Daughter  of  grief,  and  ever-plaintive  Muse, 
Taught  only  songs  of  sorrow  to  infuse. 
Dire  comfort!    thankful  yet  am  I,  that 

she 
Inspires  these  lines,  O  Queensberry !  to 

thee.  • 
Thou  then,  from  infant  years  brought  up 

at  courts. 
Directress  of  their   household  and  their 

sports—* 
The  brilliant  grace  of  both  ihe  Georges* 

age. 
In  wit  facetious,  and  in  council  sage- 
Allow,  as  heretofore,  the  same  access. 
Pity  this  bard,  and  banish  his  distress ; 
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IfaiateiA  the  glorr  of  thj  fomer  days. 
And  intareade  to  mto  »  ion  of  Gajir't  ^ 
Nor  be  it  ever  said,  in  British  Uod, 
That  a  poor  bard  was  mercilessly  haog'd. 

Otthagan,  as  we  have  already 
•liowD,  was  an  excellent  scholar. 
He  was  the  editor  of  ^  Brindley's 
beaotifnl  edition  of  the  Classics.' 
He  translated  Pope's  ^  Essay  on 
Criticism'  into  Latin  Terse;  and, 
while  in  prison,  translated  into  the 
same  language  ^  The  Temple  of 
Fame*  and  ^  The  Messiah  ;'  which 
he  dedicated  to  the  Dnke  of  New- 
castle, then  prime  minister,  in  hopes 
of  obtaining  a  pardon.  Was  it  not, 
compassionate  reader,  a  pity  that 
sodi  a  life  was  not  spared  ?    A  co- 


temporary  poet  addressed  to  hiol 
the  following  lines  :— 

<  Who  without  rapture  can  thy  Boabers 

read? 
Who  bear  thy  fate,  and  sorrow  not  soeceed  f 
Who  not  condole  thee  betwixt  fear  and 

hope  ? 
Who  not  admire   thee»   thos  transiatinf 

Pope- 
Translating  Pope  in  never-dying  layi. 
Bereft  of  books,  of  liberty,  and  ease-* 
Translating  Pope,  beneath  severest  dooSy 
In  nambers  worthy  old  Anstutan  Bonse  ; 
Whose  ablest  sons    might  glory   in   thy 

strains^ 
Though  song  in  massy,  dire,  incumh*niig 

diains  V 

These  unfortunate  gentlemen  sn€« 
fered  at  Tyborn  on  the  %Oth  of  Fo^. 
bruary,  1749. 


THOMAS  NEALE  AND  WILLIAM  BOWEX, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HIGHWAY  ROBBERY. 


Thomas  Nbalb  was  a  natiTe  of 
Denbigh,  in  North  Wales,  and 
trained  to  the  business  of  hns« 
bandry ;  but,  quitting  the  country 
while  young,  he  entered  on  board 
a  man  of  war ;  and  soon  became  so 
remarkable  for  that  kind  of  brutal 
bravery  which  is  too  often  dutin- 
guished  by  the  name  of  courage, 
that,  when  it  was  necessary  to  em- 
ploy press-gangs,  he  was  frequently 
put  at  their  h^,  in  which  station 
be  gave  such  proofs  of  an  unrelent- 
ing dbposition  as  seemed  fully  to 
justify  the  choice  that  had  been 
made. 

The  proclamation  of  peace  occa- 
sioning the  discharge  of  many  sea- 
men, Neale  was  paid  off;  and, 
bringing  his  wages  to  London,  he 
soon  wasted  his  money  in  the  most 
dissipated  manner,  and  in  the  worst 
of  company :  and  then  had  recourse 
to  die  dangerous  practices  of  a  foot, 
pad  robber* 

On  a  particular  occasion  he  stole 
a  tankard  from  an  inn  in  Hert- 


forsdhire,  for  which  he  was  appre- 
hended, and  lodged  in  the  county 
gaol :  and,  being  tried  at  the  next 
assizes,  was  capitally  convicted; 
but  obtained  a  pardon  on  the  con- 
dition of  transporting  himself  for 
seven  years,  through  the  interest  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

Having  giren  bail  thus  to  trans, 
port  himself,  he  entertained  no 
thought  of  fulfilling  the  contract  ; 
but,  immediately  associating  with 
Bowen  and  other  ?illains,  they 
committed  a  variety  of  rebbertea  in 
the  adjacencies  of  London. 

William  Bowen  was  a  native  of 
Londonderry,  in  Ireland, 
parents,  who  kept  an  inn,  and  li^ 
respectably,  proposed  that  he  should 
succeed  them  in  their  business ;  but 
an  attachment  to  bad  company  led 
him  astray  from  the  paths  of  duty. 

His  father,  dying  jn&t  before  hn 
came  of  age,  left  him  the  inn,  on 
the  condition  of  hfo  supporting  his 
mother,  a  brother,  and  two  yoang 
sisters;  but  the  young  man,  deaf 


*  The  Dachess  of  Qoeensberry  wu  the  patroness  of  Gey*  the  poet. 
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to  every  prudent  consideration,  as- 
sociated with  people  whose  circum- 
stances were  moch  superior  to  his 
own,  to  the  neglect  of  that  business 
which  would  have  supported  the 
fanilj. 

Aware  of  the  decay  of  his  trade, 
and  the  consequent  ruin  that  stared 
him  in  the  face,  he  came  o? er  to 
London  with  all  the  cash  he  could 
secure,  and  fell  into  company  with 
people  who  assisted  him  to  spend 
his  money ;  and,  when  that  was 
gone^  be  entered  oh  board  a  ship  as 
a  common  sailor* 

l*lie  seamen  hating  received  their 
wages,  Bowen  got  into  company 
with  his  old  associates  and  some 
women  of  ill  fame,  with  whom  he 
spent  to  the  last  shilling,  and  then 
bad  recourse  for  support  to  the 
commlttiiig  robberies  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  London;  particularly 
near  Stepney  and  Mile  End. 

One  of  Bo  wen's  com  panions  being 
apprehended  for  picking  pockets, 
he  and  otl^rs  joined  to  rescue  him 
as  the  peace-officers  were  conveying 
him  to  Newgate  in  a  coach. 

The  public  being  alarmed  by  this 
daring  rescue,  Bowen  did  not  think 
it  safe  to  stay  in  London ;  and, 
having  heard  that  his  brother,  then 
a  seaman,  was  at  Liverpool,  went 
thither  In  search  of  him :  but,  on 
his  arrival^  he  learnt  that,  having 
received  a  large  sum  as  prize-mo- 
ney, he  had  sailed  to  see  his  friends 
in  Ireland. 

Bowen  immediately  wrote  to 
Londonderry;  but,  not  having  a 
letter  in  return,  he  came  to  the  me- 
trepolb  in«thc  most  distressed  cir- 
coBstasMes ;  when,  going  to  a  house 
where  he  had  formerly  lodged,  he 
was  informed  that  Neale  had  been 
to  inqmrt  for  him;  and  on  the 
following  day  Ncale  came  to  see 
^,  in  company  with  a  man  named 
Tiaceat 


After  drinking  together,  Nealo 
said  to  Bowen,  ^  Come  and  take  a 
ride  with  roe.'  Bowen  said  he  had 
no  money ;  but  the  other  told  him 
that  would  soon  be  procured*  On 
tbu  Neale  went  out  to  borroir  him 
a  pair  of  boots ;  while  Bowen  went 
with  Vincent  to  his  lodgings,  where 
the  latter  gave  him  a  hanger  and  a 
pair  of  pistols,  which  Bowen  con- 
cealed under  a  great  coat ;  and  then 
all  the  parties  met  at  an  atehoaae  in 
South wark,  whence  they  went  16 
an  inn,  and  hired  horses,  on  the 
pretence  of  going  to  Gravesend; 
instead  of  which  they  went  towards 
Kingston,  where  Vincent  had  a  re. 
lation  who  belonged  to  the  Qiford 
Blues. 

In  their  way  they  purchased  a 
whip  for  Bowen,  and  loaded  their 
pistols*  On  their  arrival  at  Kings- 
ton they  went  to  a  public  house ; 
and,  sending  for  Vincent's  kins- 
man, they  all  dined  together,  and 
drank  themselves  Into  a  state  of 
perfect  intoxication. 

Having  paid  their  reckoning, 
they  mounted  their  horses,  deteiu 
mined  on  the  commission  of  roi>- 
bery;  and,  meeting  a  gentleman 
named  Ryley,  Bowen  pulled  him 
from  his  horse,  and  in  the  same  in- 
stant quitted  his  own.  Mr.  Ryley 
ran  off;  but  Bowen,  following  him, 
threw  him  down,  and,  kneeling  on 
his  breast,  the  other  entreated  that 
he  would  not  hurt  him.  Bowen 
threatened  his  Instant  destruction 
if  he  did  not  quietly  submit ;  and, 
having  robbed  him  of  his  watch 
and  money,  bade  him  run  after  hie 
horse,  which  had  quitted  the  place 
on  Neale's  whipping  him  ;  and,  in 
the  interim,  Vincent  watched,  lost 
any  person  should  come  up  to  in- 
terrupt them. 

The  highwaymen  now  rode  to- 
wards London,  and,  when  they 
came  near  Wandsworth^  determined 
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ta  go  (o  Fulhim,  and  thence  to 
town  by  the  vny  of  llyde-park 
Corner.  Hsring  divided  the  booty 
(eicept  a  thirty-six  shilling  piece, 
vhicb  Bo  wen  secreted)  at  the 
Greyhound  tnn,  near  Piccadilly, 
thej  snpped  and  slept  at  that  house. 

In  the  morning  ihcy  told  the 
landlord  that  they  wanted  to  go  to- 
wards Highgale,  but  were  not  well 
acquainted  with  the  road.  As  they 
had  beengood  custumers,  theUnd. 
lord  begged  to  treat  them  with  half 
ft  pint  of  rum,  and  then  went  a 
little  way  with  them,  to  khow  them 
the  nearest  road. 

Haling  arrired  at  Highgate,  they 
drank  at  that  place,  and  then  de- 
tertnined  to  proceed  to  Oarnet,  at 
■which  place  they  put  up  their 
honea,  and  called  for  rum  and 
water,  of  which  they  swallowed 
tuch  quantities  that  Vincent  and 
Bowen  fell  fast  asleep. 

In  the  mean  lime  Nealc  endea- 
Tored  to  secrete  a  siWer  pint  mug  ; 
but,  being  detected  in  the  attempt, 
he  was  taken  before  a  magistrate  ; 
and,  loaded  pistols  being  found  on 
him,  orders  were  giien  that  hii 
companions  should  likewise  be 
taken  into  custody;  and  all  of 
them  were  lodged  in  the  county 
gaol. 

At  (be  next  assizes  an  order  was 
made  fur  their  discharge  (as  nothing 
appeared  against  ttiem)  on  their 
giring  security  for  their  good  be- 
hationr.  For  (his  purpose  (hey 
wrote  to  London  to  procure  bail  ; 
but  Mr.  Ryley,  hearing  that  three 
men  of  doubtful  character  were  in 
the  gaol  of  Hertford,  went  thither, 
and  immediately  knew  that  they 
were  the  parties  by  whom  he  had 
been  robbed. 

Herenpon  a  detainer  was  lodged 
against  them,  and  they  were  re- 
moTcd  for  trial  at  the  Surrey  as, 
rtBM,  previoui  (o   the  holding  of 
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lilted  an  a^| 


which  Vincent  was  admitted  

dencc  for  the  crown.  His  teati. 
mony  corroborating  that  of  Mr. 
Ryley,  Neale  and  Uowen  were 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  die. 

Being  lodged  in  the  New  Gaol. 
Southwark,  Bowen  wat  luken  ill, 
and  continued  so  lilt  the  time  of  hi> 
execution.  He  bihafed  with  tome 
degree  of  resignation  to  hii  fate  ; 
but  wasTiolent  in  his  exclamations 
against  Vincent,  on  account  offal* 
turning  evidence. 

Neale  evinced  no  concern  on  ac- 
count of  his  unhappy  situation,  bnl 
behaved  in  a  manner  more  hardened 
than  language  can  express.  At  (he 
place  of  execution  he  paid  no  re- 
gard to  the  devotions,  but  laughed 
at  the  populace  while  he  played  with 
the  rope  which  was  to  pat  a  period 
lo  his  life.  After  the  cap  wb» 
drawn  over  his  fare  be  put  it  np 
again,  and  addressed  (be  people  ■■ 
the  following  shocking  terms  ;  '  | 
shall  rery  soon  see  my  Lord  BaU 
merino.  He  was  a.  very  good  frienit 
of  mine:  so  that  is  what  |  had  ttt 
say,  aud  damn  you  all  togeth  ir 
He  then  drew  the  cap  over  his  eye*, 
and  was  launched  into  eternity. 

These  men  were  hanged  at  Ken. 
nington  Common  on  the  S4d  of 
August,  1749. 

Without  adrerting  to  the  criroc 
for  whirh  the!<e  men  sulTcred,  it  is 
impossible  to  dismiss  (his  story,  and 
not  take  nutice  of  the  horrid  and 
nnexampU-d  manner  in  which  Nea 
quilted  the  world.  Shocking  a 
practice  of  swearing  is  at  all  tins 
a  curse  denounced  on  our  neighb 
at  tbc  moment  of  quilting  life  | 
■iometbtng  in  it  too  dreadful  e*| 
(o  be  thought  of.  It  is  but  Chi^ 
(ian  charity  to  hope  that  this  n 
was  in  a  state  of  frenzy  when 
pronounced    his    last    words;  f(j| 
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the  fulc  of  the  wralch  wbo  eo«l 
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The  smuf^glcM  on  the  ica-coast  known,  except  by  the  clothes, 
formerly  went  in  parties  sufficiently  The  search  after  Chater  was  now 
strong  to  oppose  iht;  officers  of  pursued  with  redoubli^  Tigilanc^, 
tlio  excise,  and  sometimes  even  to  and  his  body  wsm  found  in  a  well  (six 
monaco  parties  of  the  military  sent  miles  distant  from  the  burial-place 
to  apprehend  them.  Whoncfcr  a  of  Galley)  in  Ilarrb's  Wood,  near 
rustom-housc  ofticer  unfortunately  l^ady  lioll  Park,  with  a  quantity 
fell  into  their  handn,  he  was  bar.  of  stones,  wooden  rails,  and  earth, 
barouily  tortured,  and  often  mur-    upon  it. 

durcd.  A  more  cruel  murder  than  At  a  special  commission  held  at 
this  we  are  about  to  detail  is  not  to  Chichester,  on  the  16th  of  January, 
be  found  in  these  Tolumcs ;  and  wc  1749,  Benjamin  Tapner,  John  Cob- 
nuch  question  whether  the  judicial  by,  John  Hammond, William  Carter, 
onnalt  of  Europe  can  furnish  any  Richard  Mills  theclder,  and  Richard 
■ore  diabolical.  Mills  the  younger,  were  indicted 

The  two  unfortunate    suffereri    for  the  murder  of  Daniel  Chafer ; 
who  were  murdered  by  this  despc-    the  three  first  as  principals,  and  the 
rate  gang  were  Willhim  Galley  the    others  as  accessories  before  the  fact : 
dduTi  a  cuttom-houie    officer  of    and  William  Jackson  and  William 
Soalhamptoni  and  Daniel  Chater,    Carter  were  indicted  for  tlM  mur- 
a  ihoemaker   of   Fording-brtdge.    der  of  William  Galley. 
Theae  men  ha? ing  been  sent  to  gi?e        Beigamin  Tapner  waa  a  natiTe  of 
information  respecting  some   cir.    Aldington,  in  Sussex,  aod  worked 
auaslanccj  attending   the   daring    for  some  time  as  a  bricklajw;  bat, 
burglary  at   the  cuktom-housc  at    being  of  an  idle  dispoailiooi  be  loon 
Jmloi  and  not  returning  to  their    quitted  his  business,  and  a«odafcd 
iMpecCife  homes,  a  suspicion  arose    with  a  gang  of  smugglen,  who  liad 
dmi  they  had  been  waylaid  and    render^  thcmielfcs  fomidahle  to 
mardeiea  by  the  smugi^lers.  and  a    the  neighborhood  bj  their  lawleii 
fifch  for  them  was  therefore  in«    depredations. 
4|l«ted.  John  Cobby   wax  an   ilKferate 

Those  employed  for  tht<  purpose,  rountrr  fellow,  the  son  of  JxmM 
after  etcrv  inquirx.  couU  hoarno  Cobl\v.  of  ihe  county  of  Sus^sex, 
tertAin  tidini^s  of  them,  fc^r  of  Ubourrr.  and  joined  the  i^ir.ngi^lers 
the  smu^lers'  resentment  silencing  a  little  lime  before  he  was  thirty 
such  inhabitants  on  the  road  over    ycvan;  of  age. 

which  ihey  had  carriet)  the  unlor.  John  llammoud  was  a  labouring 
tunaie  men  a>  wei'C  not  in  con.  man.  born  at  Berstead.  in  Sussex, 
s^\ii>n  «ith  them.  At  length  a  and  had  been  a  sc  jcgler  <^ome  time 
Mr.  Stonr«  fi>llo«ing  his  hi>nnJ««  before  he  was  apprehended  for  the 
came  to  a  >po;  which  appeared  to  aboTc.mentioneid  znorders,  wUcb 
bare  beien  d;g  r.o*.  long  before^  was  when  be  wa> almost  forty  yeait 
aod.  fr^^m  the  pubUcit^t  of  the  cir.  oiJ. 
cumsiaace  of  the  men  above  men-        \\  illiam  JacVsoo  was  a  oatire  of 


t«eiwd  bnng  missted.  hrooigoctun>l  Uarapshirc,  and  had  a  wife 

tbai  thetv  ihe«    m^hi  tu^e  been  large  family.     He  was  brought  up  ; 

baiMi«  aad  ihrKs.^f  gsir  imn>eiia:e  to  the  bQ«ine«>  of  krfSandri'  ;  but  J 

uiK'^maiK''T .     I '  p >n  .'.  ^c :  n^  :  h  f  r^,  i^t  >  :• .  c  ^."^ :  £  r^^  v  r'r  z  ttctc  money  i 

»oar;«  jv^er.  •«■:  :r,  ;\-f  sar.:,  :hr  j:^   ar.   iA^\:   w*^    v.Lri'i  Mm  to  ^ 


»        ■ 
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William  Garter,  of  Rowland's 
Gistle,  in  Hampshire,  was  the  son 
of  William  Carter,  of  Eastmcan,  in 
the  same  county,  thatcher.  He  was 
aboat  the  age  of  thirty-nine,  and 
had  practised  smuggling  a  consi^ 
deraole  time  before  the  perpetra- 
tion of  the  fact  which  led  to  his 
destmction. 

Richard  Mills,  the  elder,  was  a 
native  of  Trotton,  in  Sussex,  and 
had  been  a  horse-dealer  by  profes- 
sion ;  bot  it  18  said  that  a  failure  in 
that  business  induced  him  to  com- 
mence smuggler;  and  he  had  been 
long  CDongh  in  that  illicit  practice 
to  become  one  of  the  most  hardened 
of  the  gaog. 

Richard  Mills,  the  younger,  li? ed 
at  Stedham,  in  Sussex,  and  for  some 
time  followed  his  father's  prdfession 
of  horse^ealing  ;  but  unfortunately 
makiog  a  connexion  with  the  smug- 
glers, he  came  to  the  same  ignomi- 
nions  end  as  his  companions,  in  the 
thirty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

The  two  men,  Galley  and  Chater, 
were  proceeding  on  Sunday,  Feb. 
14,  1748,  to  Major  Battinc,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  at  Stanstcad,  in 
Sussex,  witJi  a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  Shearer,  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms at  Southampton,  requesting 
him  to  take  an  examination  of 
Chater  concerning  one  Diamond, 
or  Dymar,  who  was  committed  to 
Chichester  gaol  on  suspicion  of 
being  one  who  broke  the  king's 
warehouse  at  Poole.  Chater  was 
oq^ed  to  glre  eyidence,  but  with 
sooie  rdnctance,  declaring  that  he 
aw  Diamond,  and  shook  hands 
with  him,  who,  with  many  others, 
was  cooling  from  Poole,  loaded 
with  tea,  of  which  he  threw  him  a 
hag.  Having  passed  HaTant,  and 
awe  to  the  New  Inn,  at  fjeigh, 
Acy  inquired  their  way,  when 
George  Austin,  his  brother,  and 
hiwther-in-law,  said  that  they  were 
the  same  road,  and  would 
them    to    Rowland's 


Castle,  where  they  might  gel  better 
directions,  it  being  just  by  the  ma- 
jor's residence. 

A  little  before  noon  they  came 
to  the  White  Hart,  at  Rowland's 
Castle,  kept  by  Klizabeth  Payno, 
widow,  who  had  two  sons,  black- 
smiths, in  the  same  ▼illagc.  After 
some  talk  she  told  George  Austin, 
privately,  she  was  afraid  that  these 
two  strangers  were  come  to  hurt 
the  smugglers.  He  said,  '  No^  sure ; 
they  were  only  carrying  a  letter 
to  Major  Battinc.'  Upon  this  she 
sent  one  of  her  sons  for  William 
Jackson  and  Willium  Carter,  who 
lived  near  her  house.  Meanwhile 
Chater  and  Galley  wanted  to  be 
goingy  and  asked  for  their  horses  ; 
but  she  told  them  that  the  major 
was  not  then  at  home,  which,  in- 
deed, was  true. 

As  soon  as  Jackson  and  Carter 
came,  she  told  them  her  suspicions, 
with  the  circumstance  of  the  letter. 
Soon  after  she  advised  George 
Austin  to  go  away,  lest  he  should 
come  to  some  harm;  he  did  so, 
leaving  hu  brothers. 

Payne's  other  son  went  and 
fetched  in  William  Steele,  Samuel 
Downer,  otherwise  L4ttle  Samnel, 
Edmund  Richards,  and  Henry 
Sheerman,  otherwise  Little  Harry, 
all  smugglers,  belonging  to  the  same 
g^ng. 

After  they  had  drank  a  little 
while.  Carter,  who  had  some 
knowledge  of  Chater,  called  him 
into  the  yard,  and  asked  him  where 
Diamond  was.  Chater  said  he 
believed  he  was  in  custody,  and 
that  he  was  going  to  appear  against 
him,  which  he  was  sorry  for,  but 
could  not  help  it.  Galley  came 
into  the  yard  to  them,  and,  asking 
Chater  why  he  would  stay  there, 
Jackson,  who  followed  him,  said, 
with  a  horrid  imprecation,  *  What 
is  that  to  you  ?'  and  immediately 
struck  him  a  blow  in  the  face, 
which  knocked  him  down,  and  set 
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bi>  note  and  mouth  bleeding-  Soon 
afler  ihey  ail  came  into  the  house, 
when  Jackson,  rei'iling  Galley,  of- 
fered to  strike  him  again,  but  one  of 
thePajnesinterpostd. — Galley  and 
Chater  now  be^ui  to  be  very  un. 
easy,  and  wanted  to  be  going  ;  but 
Jackson,  Carter,  and  the  rest  of 
fhem,  persuading  them  to  stay  and 
drink  more  rum,  and  make  it  up, 
(for  they  were  sorry  for  what  had 
happened))  they  tai  down  again  ; 
Austin  and  hit  brother.! n- law  being 
present.  Jackson  and  Carter  desired 
to  see  the  letter,  but  Ihey  refused 
to  show  it.  The  smugglers  then 
drank  about  plentifully,  and  made 
Galley  and  Chater  fuddled  ;  after, 
wardi  persuading  them  to  lie  down 
on  a  bed,  which  they  did,  and  fell 
asleep:  the  letter  was  then  taken 
away,  read,  and,  thesubilanCL-ofit 
gnutly  exasperating  then),  it  was 
destroyed. 

One  Joba  Royce,  a  smuggler, 
now  came  in;  and  Jockton  and 
Carter  told  him  the  contents  of  the 
letter,  and  that  they  had  got  the  old 
rogue,  the  shoemaker  of  Fording, 
bridge,  who  was  going  to  inform 
against  John  Diamond,  the  shop, 
herd,  then  in  custody  at  Chichester. 
Ilere  William  Steele  proposed  to 
take  them  both  to  a  well,  about 
two  handred  yards  from  the  house, 
and  to  murder  and  throw  them  io. 

This  proposal  was  not  taken,  as 
they  had  been  seen  in  their  com. 
pany  by  the  Austins,  Mr.  Garnet, 
and  one  Mr.  Jenks,  who  was  newly 
come  into  the  home  to  drink,  it 
was  neit  proposed  (o  send  them 
to  France;  but  that  was  objected 
againit,  as  there  was  a  possibility 
of  their  coming  oter  again.  Jack. 
■oD't  and  Carter's  witei,  being  pre* 
sent,  cried  out  *  Bang  the  dogs, 
for  they  come  here  to  hang  you  !' 
It  Wat  then  proposed  and  agreed  to 
*■— p  them  cooBned  till  they  could 
w  Oiaaond's  fate,  and,  wbat- 
r  it  wUf  (o  treat  these  in  Ibo 


tame  manoer ;  and  each  to  allow 
threcpencea  week  towaids  keeping 
them. 

Galley  and  Chater  continuing 
asleep,  Jackson  weiil  in,  and  began 
the  first  scene  of  cruelty  ;  for,  hat- 
ing put  on  hii  spuri,  he  got  upon 
the  bci),  and  spurred  their  fore- 
heads, to  wake  them,  and  after* 
wards  whipped  them  with  a  horse* 
whip,  so  that  when  they  eaiae  out 
they  were  both  bleeding.  The 
abovesaid  smugglers  then  look  Ihem 
out  of  the  house ;  but  Richards  re- 
turned with  a  piilol,  and  swore  he 
would  ihoot  any  person  who  should 
mention  what  hail  passed. 

Meanwhile  the  rest  put  Galley 
and  Chater  on  one  horse,  tied  thcar 
legs  nnder  the  horse's  beliy,  and 
then  tied  the  legs  of  both  together. 
They  now  set  forward,  all  but 
Royce,  who  had  no  horse.  They 
had  nut  gone  above  two  hundred 
yards  before  Jackson  called  oal 
'  Whip  'cm,  cut  'cm,  slash  'em, 
damn  'cm  !'  upon  which  all  began 
to  whip  cicept  Steele,  who  led  the 
horse,  the  roads  being  very  bad. 
They  whipped  them  for  half  a  mile, 
till  they  came  to  Woodash,  where 
they  fell  off,  with  their  heads  under 
the  burse's  belly ;  and  tbcir  legs, 
which  were  lied,  appeared  over  tbe 
horse's  back.  Their  lonneniort 
soon  set  them  upright  again,  and 
continued  whipping  them  oter  tho 
head,  face,  shoulders,  &c.  till  Ihey 
came  to  Dean,  upwards  of  half  a 
mile  farther:  here  they  both  fell 
again  at  before,  with  their  heads 
under  the  horse's  belly,  which  were 
struck  at  ctrery  step  by  the  horie'j 

Upon  placing  them  again  in  tbe 
saddle,  they  found  them  m  weak 
that  they  could  not  git;  uponwMch 
they  separated  them,  and  put  Gal- 
ley before  Steele,  and  Chater  be- 
fore Little  Sam ;  and  theo  whipped 
Galley  so  sefcrely,  that,  tbe  lai^^l 
coming  upon  Steele,  at  kit  deatj^H 
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ttejr  deritfed.     Thej  then  went  to  which  was  not  far  off,  and  chained 

Harris's    well,    near    Lady    Holt  him  in  a  turf-hoote ;    and  little 

Fkrk,  where  they  took  Galley  off  Harry  staying  to  watch  him,  Jack» 

Ihe  iiorse,  and  threatened  to  throw  ion  returned  again  to  the  company, 

hifli  into  the  well :  upon  which  he  After  they  had  drank  gin  and  rum 

desired  them  to  dispatch  him  at  they  all  went  out,  taking  the  body 

OBce,  and  put  an  end  to  his  misery,  of  Galley  with  them.    Carter  conu 

*  No,*  says  Jackson,  cursing,  ^  if  pelled  Scardefield  to  show  them  a 

that* f  the  case,  we  have  more  to  place  before  used  to  bury  smuggled 

say  to  yon  ;*  then  put  him  on  a  tea,  and  to  lend  them  spades,  and 

hone  again,  and  whipped  him  o? er  a  candle  and  lantern  :  there  they 

the  Downs,  till  he  was  so  weak  began  to  dig,  and,  it  being  Tery 

Hwt  ha  fell  off;  when  they  laid  him  cold,  he  helped  to  make  a  hole, 


the  saddle,  with  his  breast  where  they  buried  *  something  that 

downwards,  and  Little  Sam  got  up  lay  across  a  horse  like  a  dead  man.' 

behind  him ;  and  as  they  went  on  They  continued  at  Scardefield's, 

he  Mqmaed  Galley's  testicles  so,  drinking,  all  that  day,  and  in  the 

that  be  groaned  with  the  agony,  night  went  to  their  own  homes, 

and  tanUed  off.    Being  then  put  in  order  to  be  seen  on  Tuesday, 

on  astride,  Richards  got  up  behind  agreeing  to  meet  again  on  Thurs- 

him ;  but  soon  the  poor  man  cried  day  at  the  same  house,  and  bring 

out  ^  I  fall,  I  fall,  I  fall !'   and  more  of    their    associates.     They 

Richards,  pushing  him,  said,  ^  Fall  met  accordingly,  and  brought  old 

sad  be  damned !'     Upon  which  he  Richard  Mills,  and  his  sons  Richard 

fell  down  and  expired;  and  the  vil.  and  John,  Thomas  Stringer,  John 

Isins,  taking  up  the  body,  laid  It  Cobby,    Benjamin    Tapner,    and 

sgain  on  the  horse,  and  proposed  John    Hammond,    who,    with  the 

to  go  to  some  proper  place  where  former,  made  fourteen.   They  con« 

Chater  might  be  concealed  till  they  suited  now  what  was  to  be  done 

heard  the  fate  of  Diamond.  with  Chater  ;^t  was  unanimously 

Jackson  and  Carter  called  at  one  agreed  that  he  must  be  destroyed. 

pBBOod's  house,  desiring  admittance  Richard  Mills,  junior,  proposed  to 


for  two  sick  men ;  but  he  abso-  load  a  gun,  clap  the  muzzle  to  his 

lately  refosed  it.  head,  tie  a  long  string  to  the  trig- 

JBesflg  now  one  o'clock  in  the  ger,  then  all  to  pull  it,  that  aJi 

SBoraing,  they  agreed  to  go  to  one  might  be  equally  guilty  of* his  mur. 

Seaidefieid's,  at  the  Red  Lion,  at  der.    This  was  rejected,  because  it 

Bake,  whl^  was  not  far.     Here  would  put  him  out  of  his  pain  too 

Cirterand  Jackson  got  admittance,  soon;  and  at  length  they  came  to 

sfler  many  refusals.    While  Scarde-  a  resolution   to  carry  him  up  to 

idd    went    to    draw  liquor,    he  Harris's  well,  which  was  not  far 

heud  more  company  come  in ;  but,  off,  and  to  throw  him  in. 
ftongk  they  refused  to  admit  him        All  this  while  Chater  was  in  the 

iMo  the  room,   he  saw  one  man  utmost  horror  and  misery,   being 

op  Tery  bloody,  and  another  risited  by  one  or  other  of  them. 


fis  as  dead.     They  said  they  had    who  abused  him  both  with  words 
some  officers,   lost  their    and  blows.     At  last  they  all  came, 


and   several    of  them    were  and,  Tapner  and  Cobby  going  into 

wouded,  if  not  killed.  the  turf.house,  the  former  pulled 

Jackson  and  Little  Harry  now  out  a  clasp-knife,  and  said,  with  a 

Chuiter  down  to  Old  Mills's^  great  oath,  <  Down  on  your  knees^ 
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and  go  to  prajers,  for  with  this 
knife  I'll  be  jour  butcher  V    The 

Soor  man  knelt  down;  and,  as 
e  was  at  prayers,  Cobby  kicked 
bim,  calling  him  ^  informing  Tillain.' 
Chater  asking  what  they  had  done 
with  Mr.  Galley,  Tapncr,  slashing 
the  knife  across  his  eyes,  almost 
cut  them  out,  and  the  gristle  of  hii 
nose  quite  through  :  he  bore  it  pa« 
tiently,  belieTing  they  were  patting 
an  end  to  his  misery.  Accordingly 
Tapner  struck  at  him  again,  and 
made  a  deep  cut  in  his  forehead. 
Upon  this  old  Mills  said,  ^  Do  not 
murder  him  here,  but  somewhere 
€lse.'  Accordingly  they  placed  him 
upon  a  horsey  artd  all  set  out  toge- 
ther for  Harris's  well,  except  Mills 
and  his  sons,  they  having  no  horses 
ready,  and  saying,  in  excuse,  ^  That 
there  were  enough  without  them  to 
murder  one  man.'  All  the  way 
Tapner  whipped  him  till  the  blood 
came ;  and  then  swore  that,  if  he 
blooded  the  saddle,  he  would  tor. 
ture  him  the  more  1  which,  as  he 
could  not  stop  his  wounds  from 
bleeding,  was  an  incredible  instance 
of  barbarity. 

When  they  were  come  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  well, 
Jackson  and  Carter  stopped,  say. 
ing  to  Tapner,  Cobby,  Stringer, 
Steele,  and  Hammond,  ^  Go  on  and 
do  your  duty  on  Chater,  as  we  hare 
ours  upon  Galley.'  In  the  dead  of 
the  night  of  the  18th  they  brought 
him  to  the  well,  which  was  nearly 
thirty  feet  deep,  but  dry,  and  paled 
dose  round.  Tapner  having  fastened 
a  noose  round  Chater*s  neck,  they 
bade  him  get  over  the  pales  to  the 
well.  He  was  going  through  a 
broken  placd;  but  though  he  was 
covered  with  blood,  and  fainting 
with  the  anguish  of  his  wounds, 
they  forced  him  to  climb  up,  having 
the  rope  about  his  neck,  one  end 
of  which  being  tied  to  the  pales, 
th^  pushed  him  into  the  well ;  but^ 


the  rope  being  short,  he  hong  no 
farther  within  it  than. his  thighs, 
and,  leaning  against  the  edge,  he 
hung  above  a  quarter  of  an  hoar, 
and  was  not  strangled.  They  thes 
untied  him,  and  threw  him  head 
foremost  into  the  well.  They  tar- 
ried some  time,  and,  hearing  hia 
groan,  they  concluddl  to  go  to  one 
William  Comleah's,  a  gardener,  to 
borrow  a  rope  and  ladder,  saying 
they  wanted  to  relieve  one  of  their 
companions  who  had  fallen  into 
Harris's  well.  He  said  they  might 
take  them ;  but  they  could  not 
manage  the  ladder,  in  thdr  con* 
fusion,  it  being  a  long  one. 

They  then  returned  to  the  well ; 
and,  still  hearing  him  groan,  and 
fearful  that  the  sound  thereof  might 
lead  to  a  discovery,  the  place  being 
near  the  road,  they  threw  upon 
him  some  of  the  rails  and  gate* 
posts  fixed  about  the  well;  also 
great  stones;  when,  finding  him 
silent,  they  left  him. 

Their  next  consultation  was  how 
to  dispose  of  their  horses;  when 
they  killed  Galley'ii,  which  wu 
grey,  and,  taking  his  hide  off,  cut 
it  into  small  pieces,  and  hid  them 
so  as  to  prevent  any  discovery ;  but 
a  bay  horse  that  Chater  had  rode 
on  got  from  them. 

On  their  return  home  these  exe. 
crable  murderers  stopped  at  the 
house  of  one  of  their  acquaintance 
to  drink,  where  they  were  hardened 
enough  to  boast  of  the  outrage  they 
had  committed,  and  even  spoke  of  it 
as  a  circumstance  that  merited  praise* 

After  a  long  and  diligent  search 
for  the  perpetrators  of  these  crimes, 
some  of  the  smugglers  were  taken 
up  on  suspicion,  and,  being  ex- 
amined in  presence  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  customs,  were  ad- 
mitted  evidences  for  the  crown,  on 
discovering  ail  they  knew  of  the 
horrid  transaction. 

In  consequence  hereof  the  pri- 
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soners  were  brooght  to  trial  at  the 
time  and  place  above  mentioned;* 
wbeo  Sir  Michael  Foster  presided 
In  Coort. 

The  judge's  charge  to  the  grand 
joiy  was  full  of  good  sense,  and 
bighlj  reprobated  the  practice  of 
smnggling,  by  which  the  fair  trader 
is  d^raudeidp  and  the  re? enae  greatly 
injored. 

When  the  trial  came  on,  the  efi« 
dence  was  very  full  and  circum- 
stantial against  the  prisoners  ;  and 
th«  jory,  after  being  oat  of  Court 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  brought 
in  a  rerdict  of  guilty  against  all  the 
prisoners:  whereupon  the  judge 
pronounced  sentence  on  the  con. 
▼icts  in  one  of  the  roost  pathetic 
addresses  that  was  ever  heard  ;  re. 
presenting  the  enormity  of  their 
crime,  and  exhorting  them  to  make 
immediate  preparation  for  the  awful 
fate  that  awaited  them;  adding, 
^  Christian  charity  obliges  me  to 
tell  you  that  your  time  in  this  world 
will  be  very  short.' 

The  hcinottsness  of  the  crime  of 
which  these  men  had  been  convicted 
rendering  It  necessary  that  their 
punUhment  should  be  exemplary, 
the  judge  ordered  that  they  should 
be  eiecuted  on  the  following  day  ; 
and  the  sentence  was  accordingly 
carried  into  execution  against  all 
but  Jackson,  who  died  in  prison  on 
the  evening  that  he  was  condemned. 
They  were  attended  by  two  minis, 
ters  ;  and  all,  except  Mills*  and  his 
son,  (who  took  no  notice  of  each 
other,  and  thought  themselves  not 
guilty  because  they  were  not  present 
at  the  (inUhing  of  the  inhuman  mur. 
der,)  showed  great  marks  of  peni. 
tcnce.  Tapner  and  Carter  gave 
good  advice  to  the  speetators,  and 
desired  diligence  might  be  used  to 
apprehend  Richards,  whom  they 
charged  as  the  cause  of  their  being 
brought  to  this  wretched  end. 
Young  Mills  smiled  several  times 


at  the  executioner,  who  was  a  dis- 
charged marine,  and,  having  ropes 
too  short  for  some  of  them,  was 
puzzled  to  fit  them.  Old  Mills, 
being  forced  to  stand  tip-toe  to 
reach  the  halter,  desired  that  he 
might  not  be  hanged  by  inches. 
The  Mills's  were  so  rejoiced  at 
being  fold  that  they  were  not  to  be 
hanged  in  chains  after  execution, 
that  death  seemed  to  excite  in  them 
no  terror;  while  Jackson  was  so 
struck  with  horror  at  being  mea- 
sured for  his  Irons,  that  he  soon 
expired. 

They  were  hanged  at  Chichester 
on  the  18th  of  January,  1749, 
amidst  such  a  concourse  of  spec- 
tators as  is  seldom  seen  on  occa- 
sions of  a  public  execution. 

Carter  was  hung  in  chains  near 
Rake,  in  Sussex ;  Tapner  on  Rook's 
Hill,  near  Chichester ;  and  Cobby 
and  Hammond  at  Cesley  Isle,  on 
the  beach  where  they  sometimes 
landed  their  smuggled  goods,  and 
where  they  could  be  seen  at  a  great 
distance  cast  and  west. 

Jackson  had  lived  some  years 
a  Roman  Catholic ;  and,  from  the 
following  popish  relic  found  in  his 
pocket,  there  is  little  doubt  but  he 
died  such,  as  far  as  such  a  scoun- 
drel could  be  said  to  belong  to  any 
religion  : 

^  Sancti  tres  reges, 

Gaspar,  Mclcbior,  Belthazar, 

Orate  pro  nobis,  nunc  et  in  hora 

Mortis  nostrse. 

Ces  billets  ont  touche  anx  trois 

tetes  do 

S.  S.  Rois  a  Cologne. 

lis  sont  pour  dcs  voyageurs,  contre 

les  malhcurs  dc  chemins,  maux 

de  iiitc^  mal  caduquc,  fievres, 

socelleric,  tonic  sorte  de 

malefice,  et  mort 

subite.' 

The  English  of  which  is, 

^  Yc  three  holy  kings^ 
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IR.     ^W 

p.r.  hii  •i«i'^* 


Giapar,  MelcMoT,   Belthuar,  H amtn on d,  Richard  iMillitl 

Pnj  fur  us  now,  and  in  ibo  hour  Richard  MilU  (he  younger,  hi*i 

of  iteath.  attainted  for  the  murder  of  Daniel 

These  paperi  hare  touched  Ihe  Chater  ;  but,  ilying  in  a  few  hour* 

three  heads  of  after  sentence  uf  death  was  pro- 

The  holy  kings  of  Cologne.  nounced  upon  him,  he  thereby  es. 

They  are  to  prcscrre  travellers  from  capcd    the   puniihmeut  which    the 

acciilenli  on  the  road,  head-arhi,  heinousness     of     his     complicated 


fallinK  sickness,  fevers,  witch. 

craft,  all  kinds  of  mischief, 

and  sudden  death,' 


-crimes    deserred,  and  which  wai, 
E  neit  day,  most  justly  ioD 
ion  his  accomplices. 
^1  a  memorial  to  poiterily,  i 
warning  to  this  and  succeed- 
ing generations, 
This  stone  is  erected, 
A.  D.  1749.' 


To  cumment  upon  (he«c  odia 


The  body  of  the  ahoTe-men. 
tianod  Jackson  was  thrown  into  a 
iiole  near  the  place  of  execution  ; 
as  were  those  of  Mills,  the  father 
and  son,  who  had  no  friends  to  lake 

them   away:   and    at   a   small   dis- _^ 

Unce  from  (his  spot  is  erected  a    ^„^  foatlisomo  (raiisac(ions  u  il 
tione,  on  which  is  the  following    p„„ibie;   the   imagination 
inscription  :  ,„  i-sope  ffooi  scenes  of  such  u 

*  Near  this  place  was  buried  Ihe     vailed   atrocity   and    horror, 
body  of   William  Jackson,    who,     would     rather     contemplate 
upon  a  special  commiisioo  of  Oyer     wretched     victims    of     undeserv 
and  Terminer,  held  at  Chichester    ferocity  at  length  relieved  hy  tlw' 
on  the  IQIhd^iyuf  January.  1748.9,    friendly  hand  of  Death  ;   while  the 


was,  with  U'illiam  Carter,  attainted 
for  the  murder  of  William  Galley, 
custom-house  utliccr ;  Knd  who 
likewise  was,  tugctlivr  with  Bi-nja- 
min  Tapner,  John  Cubby,   John 


itched  lictimi  of  thmr 
own  eiil  passions  are,  by  the 
morial  stone  above  described, 
up  by  name  to  the  scorn  and 

testation  of  pustcrity. 


THOMAS  KINGSMILL,  VVIM.IAM  FAIR.ALL,  AND 
aiCH.\RD  I'ERIN, 


It  BUEAKIKG  OPEN  THE  CUSTOM'III 


E  AT  POOLE. 


1 


It  may  not  be  improper  to  pre- 
mise that  these  men  were  a  part  of 
that  inramous  gang  of  smup^lers, 
aeteral  of  whom  murdered  Galley 
and  Chater,  the  custom-house  offi- 
cers, as  recorded  in  the  preceding 
pages  of  this  work.  These  mis- 
creants were  so  hardened  and  daring 
in  their  villainies,  that  the  honest  in- 
habitants on  and  near  the  coasts 
Hampshire,  Ki 


parlies  tltem^clvcs  ai  we  have  bccD 
able  to  procure. 

Kingsniill  was  a  native  of  Good- 
hurst,  in  Kent,  and  had  pasted  some 
part  of  his  life  as  a  husbandman; 
but,   having  associated    with    the 
smugglers,  he  made  no  scruple  of, 
ng     entering   into  the  most  hazardo^ 
n-     enterprises,  and  became  so  disti] 
lear  tiie  coasts  of    guished  for  his  ferocious  disposiitq 
and  Sussex,  lived     that  he  was  chosen  captai.      ~    ' 


in  perpetual  apprehension.  gang ;  an  honour  of  which  he  « 

Before  we  rdate  the  particulars  so  proud  that  he  sought  every  4 

of  the  fact  for  which  they  lufTcred  porlunity  of  exhibiting  specim 

<n  will  giTe  luch  an  account  of  the  of  hi>  t»)ur8je)   and  put  hinv 
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in  eTCrj  service  u(  Jm.    h: 

Kalrail  wu  a  nalive  of  Koncn. 
de>n  Green,  in  Kent,  and  the  ton 
o(  poor  parents,  who  were  unable 
riliicrtii  educate  him,  or  In  give  him 
Mf  regular  euipluytncnt  \>y  which 
he  night  obtain  a  lifclihood.  IIu 
began  lo  auociate  with  the  unug. 
glen  ahile  quite  a  boy,  and  was 
frcquenlly  employed  by  them  la 
hold  tlieir  hortes ;  and,  when  he 
grew  up  to  man's  estate,  was  ad- 
miltied  at  one  of  the  fralcrnily.  He 
was  *<*  remarkable  for  his  brutal 
counge  that  it  was  not  thought 
•a/e  to  oBead  htm. 

Huriagttttn  taken  into  custody, 
■ad  lodfted  in  the  new  gaol,  Suuih- 
wirk,  he  made  liis  escape  frum 
fkcnce,  and  rawed  retigtanci.' against 
the  nagiitrale  who  had  granted  the 
wmant for  hii  apprehension;  and, 
in  Go«i>eqD«nce  hereof,  he,  with 
Kiagimitl  and  others  of  the  gang, 
laid  wait  for  the  genlletnan  one 
morning  when  he  )eft  his  house; 
but.  Dot  meeting  with  him  then, 
(bey  hid  themselves  under  his  park 
■  all  tiLl  his  Dsual  lime  oT  returning 
In  the  evening;  but  it  happened 
that,  on  Us  return,  he  heard  the 
voices  of  mcD,  and,  the  night  being 
nry  dark,  it  turned  his  horse  and 
»«■(  folio  Jits  home  by  a  private  door, 
by  wbich  ba  avoided  the  dangerous 
tatrt  tkst  wu  laid  fur  him. 

F<rfai  wma  a  native  of  Chichesler, 
vSmmx.  Having  served  his  lime 
to  a  carpenter,  he  practised  some 
jcan  U  a  masicr,  and  was  success. 
bl  iM  trade:  but  a  stroke  of  the 
faby  depriving  him  of  the  nie  o( 
baiilgkl  band,  lie  became  runnectcd 
•ilh  (ke  MDugglors,  on  whose  fae- 
Uf  ht  used  lo  sail  to  (he  coast  of 
Fnaee,  and  purchase  goods,  which 
Wkrongbt  to  England,  and  in  Ihit 
opacity  proved  very  serviceable  to 

It  b  «ffidcnt  (hat  (hcsc  men  inukt 


greally  injured  the  revenue 
and  the  fair  trader  ;  for  they  had  a 
number  of  warehouses,  indifferent 
parti  of  Sussex,  for  (he  concealment 
of  (heir  goods ;  and  kept  not  Ibsi 
than  fifty  hones,  some  of  which  they 
sent  loaded  to  London,  and  olhura 
lo  the  fairs  round  the  country. 

Perin,  being  in  France  in  the 
year  1747,  bought  a  large  quantity 
iif  goods,  which  he  loaded  on  board 
a  cutler,  with  a  view  to  run  Ihem 
on  the  coast  of  Sussex  :  but,  as  se- 
veral imuggling  vessels  were  ci> 
pected  at  this  Junclurc,  Captain 
Johnson,  who  commanded  a  cut- 
ter in  the  government  service,  re* 
ceiveU  orders  to  sail  In  search  of 
them. 

In  consequence  hereof  he  (ailed 
from  Puolo,  and  look  the  smuggling 
cutter  above  mentioned  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  ;  but  Perin  and  his  ac- 
complices escaped  by  taking  to  their 
boat.  Captain  Johnson  found  ihc 
cargo  to  consist  of  brandy  and  tea 
to  a  very  large  amouni,  which  ho 
carried  safe  into  the  harbour  of 
Poole. 

Soon  after  (his  transaction,  which 
happened  in  (he  month  of  Seplcm- 
ber,  the  whole  body  of  smugglers 
assembled  in  Charlton  Park,  lo 
consult  if  (here  was  any  possibility 
of  recovering  the  goods  of  which 
Ihey  had  thus  been  deprived.  After 
many  schemes  had  been  proposed 
and  rejected,  Perin  recommended 
that  they  should  go  in  a  body, 
armed,  and  break  open  the  cus- 
tom-house at  Poole;  and  this  pro- 
posal being  acceded  to,  a  paper  was 
drawn  up,  by  way  of  bond,  that 
they  should  support  each  other; 
and    this   was   signed    by   all    ibo 

This  agreement,  which  was  filled 
with  dreadful  curses  on  each  other 
in  case  of  f;iilure  (o  execute  it  faith, 
fully,  was  signed  on  the  6lh  of  Oc- 
tober :  having  provided  lheiiui4voi 
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-with  swords  aiid  fire-arms,  tliej  met 
on  the  following  day ;  and,  having 
concealed  themselves  in  a  wood  tilt 
the  evening,  thejr  proceeded  towards 
Poole,  where  tfaej  arrived  about 
eleven  at  night. 

As  soon  as  they  got  thither,  they 
sent  Willis  and  Stringer,  two  of 
the  gang,  to  observe  if  there  were 
any  persons  watching  near  the  cos. 
tom.house*  Willis  soon  came  back, 
and  informed  them  that  he  thought 
it  would  not  be  safe  to  make  the 
attempt,  as  a  sloop  of  war  lay  op. 
posite  the  quay,  so  that  she  could 
point  her  guns  against  the  door  of 
the  custom-house  On  this  the 
body  of  the  smugglers  were  for  de- 
sisting from  the  enterprise  ;  when 
Kingsmill  and  Fairall  addressed 
t&em,  saying,  <  If  you  will  not  du 
it,  we  will  do  it  ourselves;'  but 
these  words  were  no  sooner  spoken 
than  Stringer  came  back,  and  told 
them  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  sloop  to  bring  her  guns  to 
bear  on  account  of  the  ebb  tide* 

Animated  by  this  intelligence, 
they  rode  to  the  sea-coast,  where 
Perin  and  another  of  the  gang  took 
care  of  their  horses,  while  the  main 
body  of  them  went  back  to  the 
custom-house ;  in  their  way  to 
which  meeting  with  a  boy,  they 
took  him  with  them,  to  prevent  his 
alarming  the  inhabitants. 

Having  forced  the  door  open 
with  hatchets  and  other  instru- 
ments, they  carried  off  the  smuggled 
goods,  with  which  they  loaded  their 
horses;  and,  travelling  all  night, 
stopped  in  the  morning  at  a  place 
named  Fording.bridge. 

The  nnmbcr  of  smugglers  were 
thirty,  and  their  horses  thir4y-one. 
Continuing  their  journey  to  a  place 
named  Brook,  they  divided  their 
booty  Into  equal  shares,  and  then 
departed,  each  to  his  own  house. 

This  daring  transaction  being  re. 
preaeotod  td^tho  secretary  #f  state, 


King  George  the  Second  gave  or* 
ders  for  issuing  a  proclamation, 
with  a  reward  for  the  apprehension 
of  the  offenders ;  yet  it  was  -a  oon^ 
aiderable  time  before  any  of  them 
were  taken  into  custody,  tome  of 
them  being  concerned  in  the  mnr^ 
dcr  of  Chater  and  Galley^  of  which 
we  have  already  given  an  accoimtj 
and  others  escaping  to  France. 

At  length  two  of  the  smugglers, 
who  had  been  evidences  against 
those  hanged  at  Chichestqr,  gave 
intelligence  of  the  usual  place  of 
meeting  of  the  otiiers ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  Fairall,  Ringsmill^ 
Perin,  and  another,  named  Glover, 
were  taken  into  custody,  and  con. 
ducted  to  Newgate. 

When  they  were  brought  to  trial, 
the  evidences,  whose 'names  were 
Royce  and  Steele,  confirmed  the 
particulars  which  we  have  above 
recited  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
the  prisoners,  who  could  not  dlt- 
prove  the  testimony,  were  capitally 
convicted,  and  received  sentence  of 
death;  but  the  jury  recommended 
Glover  as  an  object  of  the  royal 
clemency. 

Fairall  behaved  most  insolently 
on  his  trial,  and  threatened  one  of 
the  witnesses  who  swore,  against 
him.  After  conviction  Glover  ei« 
hibitcd  every  proof  of  penitence; 
hot  the  rest  were  totally  hardened 
in  their  guilt,  and  insisted  that  they 
had  not  been  guilty  of  any  robbery, 
because  they  only  took  goods  that 
had  once  belonged  to  them. 

Orders  were  given  that  Fairall 
and  Kingsmill  should  be  hung  in 
chains  ;  but  it  was  permitted  that 
the  body  of  Perin .  should  be  deli- 
vered to  his  friends :  and  the  latter 
lamenting  the  fate  of  his  associates, 
Fairall  said,  ^  We  shall  be  haogiag 
up  in  the  sweet  air  when  yon  are 
rotting  in  your  grave ;'  so  hardened 
and  unfeeling  \Tas  the  heart  of  thb 


man< 


i» 
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Their  friends  being  permitted  to 
ne  them  on  the  night  before  they 
ioffered,  a  pardon  was  brought  for 
GloTer  while  they  were  in  discourse 
together,  and  a  few  days  after- 
wards be  obtained  his  liberty. 
Fairall  kept  smoking  with  his  ac- 
quaintance till  he  was  ordered  by 
the  keeper  to  retire  to  his  cell,  a 
circumstance  that  much  enraged 
hia  ;  tad  on  which  he  exclaimed, 
*'  Why  in  such  a  hurry  ?  Gtnnot 
jon  let  me  stay  a  little  longer  with 
ny  friends  I  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
drink  with  them  to*morrow  night.' 


On  the  following  day  Perin  was 
carried  to  the  place  of  execution  in 
a  mourning-coach  ;  as  were  the  two 
others  in  a  cart,  with  a  guard  of 
horse  and  foot  guards.  The  beha- 
Tionr  of  Fairall  and  Kingsmill  was 
remarkably  undaunted  ;  but  all  of 
them  joined  in  deTotion  with  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate  when  they 
came  to  the  fatal  tre^ 

These  malefactors  suffered  at 
Tyburn,  April  26,  1740 ;  and  the 
bodies  of  Kingsmill  and  Fairall 
were  hung  in  chains  in  the  county 
of  Kent. 


BRIAN  SEYMOUR, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MUKDER. 


Brian  Seymour  was  born  at 
Waterford,  in  Ireland ;  and  his 
lather  having  serred  in  the  army 
many  years,  and  been  at  length 
promoted  to  the  post  of  a  right, 
band  man,  or,  in  a  more  military 
phrase,  made  a  corporal,  the*  son 
must  also 

'Stdt  for  hoooar  even  in  the  cannon's 
moutb.' 


which  he  served,  having  been  greatly 
injured,  was  ordered  into  winter 
quarters  at  Edinburgh,  where  tho 
indulgence  of  his  irregular  passions 
ga?e  rise  to  the  crime  which  cost 
him  his  life. 

At  this  time  it  was  customary 
for  some  of  the  ministers  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  who  were  out 
of  employment,  to  marry  people  at 


He  enlisted  in  the  sixth  regiment    alehouses,  in  the  same  manner  that 


of  foot,  and,  soon  afterwards  em- 
barking for  Flanders,  had  a  share 
in  the  memorable  battle  of  Fon- 
tenoy. 

The  rebellion  in  1745  occasioned 
bis  being  sent  to  England,  when  he 
lerTcd  under  General  Wade,  who 
then  commanded  in  Yorkshire ;  but* 
marching  thence  to  Newcastle,  Sey- 
mour had  there  a  quarrel  with  a 
loldier  respecting  a  woman  of  ill 
fame;  and,  a  duel  ensuing,  his  an- 
tagonist was  killed :  but  the  trou. 
UcMwie  sitaatton  of  affairs  induced 
the  general  to  grant  Seymour  a 
free  pardon,  without  a 
icrottiiy  into  his  conduct. 

Proceeding  to  Scotland,  this  roan 

^M  present  at  the  battle  of  Cullo- 

te,  where  he  behaved  with  singu. 

1   ^  connige  j  bat  tho  regiment  iu 


the  Fleet  marriages  were  conducted 
in  London.  Sometimes  people  of 
fortune  thought  it  prudent  to  apply 
to  these  marriage-brokers ;  but,  as 
their  chief  business  lay  among  the 
lower  ranks  of  people,  they  were 
dcridingly  called  by  the  name  of 
^  Buckle  the  Beggars.' 

Most  of  these  marriages  were 
solemnized  at  public  houses  in  the 
Cannongate;  and  Seymour  hap- 
pening to  be  present  there  when  a 
couple  came  to  be  married,  and  no 
priest  present, ,  he  whispered  the 
landlady,  that  if  she  would  procure 
minute  him  a  suit  of  black  he  would  ofii- 
ciate  as  the  parson.  The  woman, 
unwilling  to  Jose  a  customer,  pro. 
cured  the  clothes,  and  Seymour, 
being  dressed  in  them,  went  into 
tho  room  where  the  young  couple 
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waited,  atsoming  the  grate  deport, 
men!  of  a  real  clergjman. 

The  lady  who  was  to  be  married 
hinting  that  she  did  not  think  he 
was  a  minister,  he  solemnly  a? erred 
that  be  was,  and  the  marriage  took 
place  aecordinglj. 

Before  ten  o'clock  at  night  Sey. 
movr  was  obliged  to  retarn  to  the 
barracks  in  the  Castle;  but  by  this 
time  he  was  so  much  intoxicated, 
that  he  was  prepared  to  affront 
ererj  one  he  met  When  he  came 
to  the  LAwn.market,  he  ran  against 
a  gentleman's  serf  ant  named  John, 
son,  who,  being  irritated,  struck 
Seymour  a  blow  on  the  face;  on 
which  the  latter  drew  his  sword, 
and  stabbed  Johnson,  so  (hat  he 
instantly  died ;  when  the  murderer 
put  op  his  sword,  and  proceeded 
towards  the  Castle.  A  shoemaker, 
named  Young,  haring  observed 
what  had  passed,  followed  Seymour 
to  the  gate  of  the  Castle  ;  but  the 
dock  striking  ten  at  that  instant, 
the  drawbridge  was  pulled  up,  so 
that  Yoong  could  not  be  admitted 
for  that  night. 

On  the  following  morning  Young 
went  to  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk, 
and,  informing  him  of  what  he  knew 
of  the  transaction,  offered  his  assist- 


ance in  dlscorering  the  murderer : 
on  which  his  lordship  ordered  an 
officer  to  attend  him,  and  directed 
the  go? ernor  to  let  him  haTe  a  eight 
of  all  the  soldiers. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  men  were 
drawn  up  on  the  parade,  and  Yoang. 
walking  round  the  lines,  fixed  oo 
Seymour  as  the  man  who  had  coou 
mitted  the  murder ;  whereupon  he 
was  delifered  up,  to  abide  the  de- 
termination  of  the  laws« 

On  the  trial  Young  posttiTely 
swore  to  the  identity  of  tbtf  of. 
fender;  and  other  eridence  arising 
to  pro?e  that  he  was  (he  party,  he 
was  capitally  convicted,  and  sen. 
tence  of  death  was  pronounced 
against  him. 

This  offender  denied  his  guilt  for 
some  time,  and  hinted  that  Young 
was  perjured;  but  he  afterwards 
became  truly  sensible  of  the  eoor. 
mity  of  his  crime,  and  confessed  it, 
with  all  its  aggravating  circum- 
stances.  Two  clergymen  attended 
him  to  the  place  of  execution,  to 
which  he  walked,  dressed  in  a 
shroud,  and  reading  a  religious 
book. 

He  was  executed  at  Edinborgh 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1749. 


JOHN  COLLINGTON  AND  JOHN  STONE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  SETTINO  FIRE  TO  A  BARN. 


The  father  of  John  Collington 
was  Rector  of  Pluckley,  near  Sand. 
wich,  in  Kent ;  and  the  youth  was 
qualified,  by  a  most  liberal  educa- 
tion and  great  natural  talents,  to 
have  made  a  respectable  figure  in 
Rfe ;  but  his  passions  were  so  Tio. 
lent,  and  his  revenge  so  implacable, 
that  all  who  knew  him  beheld  him 
with  horror. 

He  used  to  declare  that  he  would 
be  a  sincere  friend,  but  an  InTe. 
terate  foe;  and,  even  while  at 
ichooli   created  such   disseniions 


among  the  other  scholars,  that  he 
was  held  in  universal  contempt,  and 
was  discharged  from  more  schools 
than  one  with  marks  of  igno- 
miny. 

At  length  his  father  apprenticed 
him  to  a  grocer  in  Newgate  Street, 
London ;  but  he  behaved  In  such  a 
manner  as  to  become  an  object  of 
terror  to  his  fellow-serrants.  The 
following  circumstance,  trifling  as 
it  is,  will  serve  to  mark  his  disposi* 
tion: — One  of  the  maid.servants 
desiring  him  to  fetch  some  mastard^ 
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)tt  went  oat  for  that  purpose ;  bat, 
ciUing  a  coach  at  the  door,  he 
drote  to  Cheapside,  purchased  the 
muttanl,  and,  on  his  return,  paid 
the  fiare  out  of  his  roaster's  money 
in  the  till*  The  master,  astonbhcd 
at  his  behaviour,  demanded  the 
reason  of  it;  when  he  gave  for 
answer,  ^  That  his  parents  had  not 
bound  him  apprentice  to  bo  an 
errand-boy.' 

On  another  occasion  he  asked 
his  master's  permission  to  vbit  his 
relations  for  a  fortnight,  and  his 
request  was  complied  with.  When 
the  time  of  hb  departure  arrived, 
hit  master  being  absent,  he  asked 
hb  nustrest  to  give  him  leave  to 
itay  three  weeks,  to  which  she 
conseated ;  but  he  returned  not 
till  the  end  of  five  weeks :  and  hb 
master  inqoiring  why  he  had  been 
lo  long  absent,  Collington  replied 
that  he  had  allowed  him  a  fortnight, 
tod  his  mbtren  three  weeks;  so 
that  he  had  not  outstaid  his  time. 
Thb  duplicity  of  conduct  incensed 
the  master  so,  that  he  gave  up  his 
indentures,  and  discharged  him. 

Having  served  the  remainder  of 
hb  apprenticeship  with  a  grocer  of 
Maidstone,  he  opened  a  shop  at 
Rye,  in  Sussex,  where  he  lived  some 
years;  but  hb  temper  was  so  bad 
that  he  fomented  perpetual  discord 
among  hb  neighbours;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  lawsuits  arose,  and 
scarce  any  one  would  deal  with  a 
man  whom  every  one  had  reason  to 
hate. 

From  thb  place  he  went  to 
Charing,  in  Kent,  where  he  like, 
wise  kept  a  shop  a  considerable 
time;  but  the  same  conduct  which 
bad  readeted  him  an  object  of  con. 
tempt  at  Rye  made  him  equally  ob. 
Bozioas  to  the  Inhabitants  of  thb 
hUterpfawe. 

CoUington  had  not  been  long  in 
husiaeia  before  he  married  a  young 
hdy,  with  whom  ha  received  a  con- 


siderable fortune,  and  by  whom  ha 
had  ten  children,  four  of  whom 
were  living  at  the  time  of  the  father's 
fatal  exit. 

The  conduct  of  thb  man  towards 
hb  wife  and  children  was  the  oiost 
extravagant  that  can  be  imagined* 
The  six  children  who  died  he  buried 
in  his  own  garden ;  nor  would  he 
permit  any  of  them  to  be  baptiud. 
He  frequently  beat  hb  children  in 
a  barbarous  manner;  and,  whea 
the  mother  interposed  in  their  be« 
half,  he  used  to  confine  her  whole 
nights  in  a  sawpit. 

Being  remarkably  fond  of  sport- 
ing, his  wife,  when  big  with  child, 
requested  that  he  would  procure 
her  a  luirtridge ;  in  consequence  of 
which  he  went  out,  and  shot  seve- 
ral: but,  when  the  birds  were 
dressed,  and  ready  for  the  table, 
one  of  the  children  happening  to 
offend  him,  he  corrected  It  in  so 
severe  a  manner  as  to  endanger  Its 
life;  and  the  mother  interposing 
for  the  preservation  of  the  child, 
he  was  so  enraged  that  he  cot  the 
partridges  in  pieces,  and  threw  them 
to  the  cats  and  dogs. 

This  instance  of  worse  than  sa- 
vage ferocity  so  affected  his  wife, 
that  she  fell  into  fits  and  miscarried ; 
but  she  had  not  been  long  recovered 
when,  on  her  interposing  in  behalf 
of  one  of  the  children  whom  he  was 
treating  with  severity,  he  threw  her 
down  stadrs,  and^  stamped  on  her 
breast,  which  gave  rbe  to  a  caneer 
that  occasioned  her  death. 

Collington's  father  dying  soon 
after  this  event,  he  succeeded  to  a 
good  estate  at  Throwleigh,  in  Kent, 
to  which  place  he  removed,  and 
took  to  the  practice  of  exporting 
wool  contrary  to  law ;  for  which 
he  was  prosecuted  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  and  convicted  to  pay  a 
large  penalty ;  but  he  avoided  pay- 
ment by  having  previously  con- 
veyed hb  estate  to  aDothnr^  aadl 
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tkeo  tirtairMig  that  1m  wm  not  worth 
fifo  pounds. 

Tbii  man,  bemg  possionatelj  fond 
of  honttng,  was  frcquentlj  prote- 
Ctttad  for  offending  against  the  game 
lawi,  bj  which  ho  was  put  to  al- 
BMMt  continual  expense. 

Notwithstanding  the  treatment 
kis  first  wife  had  received  from  him, 
lie  soon  married  a  second,  by  whom 
he  bad  six  children;  and  four  of 
tliese,  besides  the  same  number  by 
the  former  marriage,  (as  we  have 
mentioned,)  were  living  at  the  time 
of  bis  death. 

At  length  his  offences  against  the 
laws  made  for  the  preservation  of 
the  game  became  so  numerous,  that 
the  Dowager  Countess  of  Rocking, 
ham  built  a  cottage,  in  which  she 
placed  one  of  her  servants  as  a  spj 
vpoQ  his  conduct. 

Collington,  incensed  bj  this  cir- 
cumstaoce,  tempted  a  poor  coun. 
tryaian  to  sot  fire  to  the  cottage ; 
but  the  man  had  courage  and  ho. 
nesty  ^ough  to  resist  the  tempta- 
tion, flereopon  Collington  toolc 
one  of  bis  servants,  named  Luck- 
hurst,  to  Faversham,  in  Kent,  at 
the  time  of  the  fair,  and,  on  their 
way  thither,  told  hlte  he  would  give 
him  half  a  guinea  to  fire  the  said 
oottage;  which  the  man  received, 
and  promised  to  comply. 

On  the  following  day,  when 
Lnckharst  recollected  the  nature  of 
the  contract  he  had  beenf  making, 
his  mind  was  so  disturbed,  that  he 
went  to  Collington,  and  offered 
back  the  money,  declaring  that  he 
wonld  have  no  share  in  the  trans, 
action.  Collington  was  so  enraged, 
that  he  threatened  to  destroy  him 
nnlest  he  kept  the  money  and  did 
at  he  had  agreed :  the  consequence 
of  which  was  that  the  man  fired  the 
cottage  at  midnight,  by  which  it 
was  reduced  to  the  ground. 

Collmgton  was  so  neglectful  of 
lis  children,  that  he  wonld  not  buy 


them  necessary  apparel,  so  that 
they  appeared  like  beggars;  nor 
would  he  even  pay  for  their  lennw 
ing  to  read.  The  following  is  n 
striking  proof  of  his  want  of  hn« 
manity :— -One  of  his  sons,  a  boy 
twelve  years  old,  having  offended 
him,  he  confined  him  in  a  sawpit, 
where  he  must  have  been  starved, 
had  he  not  been  occasionally  sup- 
plied with  food  by  the  humanity  of 
the  servants  ;  and  for  this  conduct 
their  brutal  master  turned  them  out 
of  the  house,  without  paying  what 
was  due  to  them. 

This  inhuman  father  then  refused 
to  maintain  his  son,  so  that  the 
child  absolutely  begged  hu  bread 
in  the  neighborhood;  but  he  had 
not  wandered  long  in  this  manner, 
when  Mr.  Clarke,  the  chnrchwar* 
den,  received  him  into  bis  honse, 
and  provided  for  him  till  the  qoar- 
ter.sessions,  when  he  submitted  the 
case  to  the  consideration  of  the  ma- 
gistrates. 

These  gentlemen,  having  reflected 
that  Mr.  Collington  was  in  affluent 
circumstances,  gave  directions  that 
the  child  should  be  properly  pro- 
vided for,  and  issued  a  warrant  for 
seizing  on  part  of  the  father's  effiscts 
to  defray  the  charge.  This  warrant 
was  executed  by  a  constable,  whom 
Clarke  attended— a  drcumstaoce 
which  gave  such  offence  to  Colling- 
ton, that  he  vowed  revenge,  and 
bade  Clarke  make  hb  will. 

After  this  he  hired  five  fellows  to 
go  to  Mr.  Clarke's  house  and  de* 
mand  the  child,  on  pretence  that 
he  belonged  to  a  ship;  bnt  Mr. 
Clarke,  having  the  magistrates' 
order  for  hb  proceeding!,  said  he 
was  willing  to  answer  for  hb  con« 
duct  before  any  justice  of  the  peace. 
No  sooner  had  he  thus  expressed 
himself  than  they  beat  him  in  the 
most  violent  degree,  and  threatened 
hb  instant  dettmctton  unless  he 
consented  to  accompany  tbem. 
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These  threats  had  such  an  effect, 
that  he  noon  ted  a  horse  behind  one 
of  them ;  but  as  they  were  riding 
tloag  he  jum|icd  off,  and  ran  into 
the  coort-jard  of  a  gentleman, 
whose  gate  happened  to  stand  open, 
while  the  other  parties  fired  at  him  ; 
but  he  escaped  unhurt.  Here  ho 
remained  till  the  following  day, 
when  he  went  to  his  own  house, 
and  thence  to  a  magistrate,  before 
whom  he  swore  the  peace  against 
CoUington;  on  which  the  magis. 
trate  granted  his  warrant  for  the 
apprehension  of  the  offender,  who, 
refusing  to  giTe  b^il  for  his  good 
behaviour,  was  lodged  in  the  gaol 
of  Canterbury. 

During  his  confinement  he 
continually  threatened  Tengennce 
against  Clarke;  and,  to  execute  his 
purpose,  he  sent  for  a  labouring 
man,  named  Stone,  and  the  aboTc. 
mentioned  Luckhurst,  and  offered 
them  a  guinea  each,  on  the  condi. 
tion  of  their  setting  fire  to  Mr. 
Darke's  bam,  in  which  a  consi. 
derable  quantity  of  corn  was  de- 
posited. The  villains,  agreeing  to 
this  bargain,  fired  the  barn  at  mid- 
night, and  likewise  a  number  of 
hayricks,  all  of  which  were  de- 
stroyed. 

Mr.  Clarke,  suspecting  that  Col- 
lington  was  the  contriver  of  this 
horrid  scheme,  made  application  to 
a  magistrate,  who  issued  an  order 
that  the  prisoner  should  be  more 
closely  confined,  and  that  the  gaol- 
keeper  should  take  particular  no- 
tice, of  his  fisitors.  This  precau- 
tion led  to  a  discovery  of  the  of- 
fenders; for  Luckhurst  coming  to 
procure  more  money  of  CoUington, 
he  wu  taken  into  custody,  and 
conducted'  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  to  whom  he  conffssed  the 
affair ;  and,  being  admitted  an  evi- 
dence. Stone  was  soon  taken  up  as 
one  of  the  principals. 

At  the  foilowiBg  assizes,  held  at 


Maidstone,  CoUington  and  Stone 
were  brought  to  trial;  when  the 
former  turned  his  back  on  the 
Cojurt  with  an  air  of  such  utter 
contempt,  that  the  judge  declared 
he  had  never  been  witness  to  such 
a  scene  of  insolence. 

The  prisoners,  being  convicted 
on  the  fullest  evidence,  were  car. 
ried  back  to  Canterbury,  where 
the  debtors  commiserated  their  un- 
happy circumstances ;  but  CoUing- 
ton made  a  jest  of  his  situation, 
and  swore  he  did  not  regard  it,  as 
he  was  certain  of  obtaining  the 
royal  mercy. 

This  hardened  villain  likewise  en- 
couraged Stone  to  hope  for  mercy , 
as  he  cuuld  get  him  included  in  tho 
pardon  ;  but  the  e?ent  proved  how 
much  he  was  mistaken  in  his  con- 
jecture. 

Collington's  wife,  coming  to  visit 
him,  was  so  affected  with  grief  as  to 
be  unable  to  speak  to  him  for  a  con- 
siderable time ;  yet  he  was  so  hard- 
ened as  not  to  feel  for  her  situa- 
tion ;  bidding  her  not  give  herself 
the  least  concern,  as  he  was  ccrtaia 
of  getting  a  reprieve;  and  hoped  to 
live  to  revenge  himself  on  his  ene- 
mies, even  if  he  should  be  trans, 
ported. 

He  frequently  expressed  himself 
in  the  most  revengeful  terms  against 
his  prosecutors;  and  appeared  in 
other  respects  so  destitute  of  all  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  that  his  con. 
duct  surprised  every  one  who  was 
witness  to  it.  Thus  he  spent  hia 
time  without  preparing  for  the.scn- 
tence  that  ho  was  to  suffer,  and  still 
boasting  to  his  visitors  that  the  rank 
of  life  he  held  as  a  gentlems^i  would 
secure  him  a  reprieve. 

Luckhurst,  who  had  been  evi. 
dence  against  him,  being  appre- 
bended  for  committing  a  robbery 
on  the  highway,  CoUington  thought 
this  a  fair  opportunity  to  solicit  a 
reprieve;  for  which  purpose  he  dis- 
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patcbed  an  eirpress  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcutle;  bat  the  aotwer  he  re- 
ceived was,  that  he  must  not  expect 
anj  fa? onr,  for  that  the  gentlemen 
of  die  county  had  exerted  their  in- 
fluence that  the  iaw  might  be  per- 
mitted to  take  its  conrte. 

On  being  informed  that  the  war- 
rant for  his  execution  was  arrifed, 
his  boasted  courage  left  him  for  a 
ihort  time ;  but,  recollecting  him- 
self)  he  inquired  if  Stone  was  in- 
cluded in  the  warrant ;  and,  being 
answered  in  the  affirmatife,  said  he 
lamented  bis  situation  more  than 
his  own.  After  this  he  soon  reco- 
vered his  spirits,  and  still  flattered 
himself  with  the  hope  of  being  par- 
doned. 

The  daj  preceding  his  execution 
he  was  visited  by  bis  wife  and  seve« 


rai  relations,  who  advised  him  to 
make  a  serious  preparation  for  Us 
approaching  death,  and  asked  Urn 
where  he  would  be  buried.  This 
question  inflamed  all  his  pasaionf, 
so  that  he  swore  he  would  not  be 
hanged ;  but,  soon  after  wards^  caO- 
Ing  for  a  glass  of  wine,  he  drank  it; 
^y'i^Si  ^  I^t  us  eat  and  drink,  for 
to-morrow  we  die.' 

On  the  following  day  Collingtoa 
was  conveyed  to  the  place  of  exe- 
cution in  a  mourning-coach,  and 
Stone  in  a  cart;  and,  both  of  then 
being  placed  under  the  gallowsi 
Collington  prayed  with  the  minis, 
ter,  but  declined  making  aaj 
speech  to  the  surrounding*  mul- 
titude. 

These  men  suffered  at  Cmler- 
bury  on  the  7th  of  April,  17401 


ROBERT  COX, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORGINO  SEAMEN'S  TICKETS. 


This  man  was  tried  on  several 
indictments:  the  first  for  stealing 
a  certain  obligation  called  <  a  sea- 
nan's  ticket,'  the  property  of 
Benjamin  Berry;  the  others  for 
forgery,  in  indorsing  the  same. 

When  ships  of  war  return  from 
a  long  foreign  station,  the  crews 
are  generally  turned  over  to  others 
fit  for  service;   and,  upon  these 
occasions,  each  man  is  delivered  a 
warrant,  signed  by  the  principal 
officers  under  whom  he  served,  and 
which  is  called  a  seaman's  ticket : 
in  fact,  it  is  a  negotiable  property, 
when  indorsed,  like  a  note  of  hand 
or  bill  of  exchange ;  but,  because 
the  men  diould  not  be  tempted  to 
tell  their  tickets  under  price,  in- 
stead of  being  put  into  their  pos. 
•eisioQ  they  are  sent  with  them  to 
the  captain  of  the  ship  to  which 
they  are  turned  over,  and  lodged 
in  his  hands  till  they  are  ordered  to 
•ome  other  ship,  and*  then  these 
ticket!  are  still  sent  with  them. 


Soon  after  the  peace  was  tfg^eed 
upon  the  men  of  the  Royal  Geoife 
were  discharged,  and  the  lldEels 
put  into  the  hands  of  their  proper 
owners;  but  those  of  Mr.  Berry 
and  twelve  seamen  more  coold  not 
be  found.    They  immediate! j  laid 
the  fact  before  the  Lords  oi  the 
Admiralty,  who  wrote  to  Captain 
Harrison.   The  captain  was  unalile 
to  say  more  than  that  tlia  tickets 
could  not  be  found;  upon  which 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  thovght 
fit  to  mulct  the  wages  due  to  the 
men  out  of  Captain  Harrison'apay; 
who  now  feeling,  most  sen^lHy, 
the  case  of  the  poor  sailora,  nide 
more  immediate  inquiry  after  the 
lost  tickets,  and  accordingly  admr* 
tised  them,  with  a  reward  to  any 
person  who    should  make  a  dis- 
covery. 

Mr.  Cullen,  who  formerly  kept 
the  inn  called  the  India  Arms,  at 
Gosport,  deposed  that  the  identi- 
cal tickets,  8o  advertised,  were  de- 
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piKitoI  trilh  liim  by  the  prisoner,  Upon  INq  trial  of  Iho  first  iDclirl. 

Robert  Cox,  M  security  lor  twenlj-  ment  no  proof  could  be  sildureil 

|Btneas  which  ha  had  lent  him  :  and  that  Iho  prisoner  eIoIc  the  tickets : 

Ikat,  on  the  appearance  of  ihc  od.  ho   wai    accordingly  ac<)ailted  j — 

KTtucmenI,  Coa  came  to  him  (o  but  the  iccond  vu  fatal  to  him; 

beg  be  would  take  his  bund  for  the  fur,  as  it  was  fully  proved  that  he 

twcntjr  guineas,  and  give  him  up  forged  ihe  name  of  Berry  to  the 

the  tickets;  but  Ciillen  refused  to  tickets,  he  was  found  guilty,  anil 

data,  and  hastened  to gitciRforma-  executed  at  Winchester,  Scptem* 

n  to  Captain  Harrison.  bcr  1,  1749. 
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posed  to  rob  them ;  but  the  other 
parties  refused  to  have  anj  concern 
in  snch  in  affair. 

Soon  after  his  father^  brother, 
and  their  accomplices,  were  hanged, 
Mills  thought  of  going  to  Bristol, 
with  a  Tievr  of  embarking  for 
France;  and,  having  hinted  his  in- 
tentions to  some  others,  they  re- 
solved to  accompany  him ;  and, 
stopping  at  a  house  on  the  road, 
they  met  with  one  Richard  Haw- 
kins,  whom  they  asked  to  go  with 
them ;  but  the  poor  fellow  hcsi. 
tating,  (hey  put  him  on  horseback 
behind  Mills,  and  carried  him  to 
the  Dog  and  Partridge,  on  Slendon 
Common,  which  was  kept  by  John 
Reynolds. 

They  had  not  been  long  in  the 
honse  when  complaint  was  made 
that  two  bags  of  tea  had  been 
stolen,  and  Hawkins  was  charged 
with  the  robbery.  He  steadily  de* 
nied  any  knowledge  of  the  affair; 
bat  this  not  satisfying  the  tII- 
lains,  they  obliged  him  to  pull  off 
bis  clothes;  and,  having  likewise 
stripped  themselvet)  they  began  to 
whip  him  with  the  most  unrel«|iting 
barbarity ;  and  Curtis,  one  of  the 
gang,  laid  be  did  know  of  the  rob- 
bery, and,  if  he  would  not  confess, 
be  would  whip  him  till  be  did ;  for 
he  had  whipped  many  a  rogue,  and 
washed  his  hands  in  his  blood.* 

These  bloodthirsty  villains  con- 
tinued whipping  the  poor  wretch 
till  their  breath  was  almost  ex. 
hausted :  while  he  begged  (hem  to 
spare  his  life,  on  account  of  hb 
wife  and  child.  Hawkins  drawing 
up  his  legs,   to  defend  himself  in 


some  measure  from  their  blowa, 
they  kicked  him  on  the  groin  in  a 
manner  twi  shocking  to  be  de- 
scribed ;  continually  asking  bin 
what  was  become  of  the  tea*  At 
length  the  unfortunate  man  men. 
tinned  something  of  his  father  and 
brother;  on  which  Mills  and  one 
Curtis  said  they  would  go  and  fetch 
them  ;  but  Hawkins  expired  soon 
after  they  had  left  the  house. 

Rowland,  one  of  the  accom- 
plices, now  locked  the  door;  and, 
putting  the  key  in  his  pocket,  he 
and  Thomas  Winter  (who  was  af. 
terwards  admitted  evidence)  went 
out  to  meet  Curtis  and  Mills,  whom 
they  saw  riding  up  a  lane  leading 
from  an  adjacent  village,  having 
each  a  man  behind  him«  Winter 
desiring  to  speak  with  hit  com. 
panions,  the  other  men  stood  at 
a  distance,  while  he  asked  Curtis 
what  he  meant  to  do  with  them, 
who  replied,  to  confront  them  with 
Hawkins. 

Winter  now  said  that  Hawbini 
was  dead,  and  begged  that  no  more 
mischief  might  be  done ;  but  Curtis 
replied,  ^  By  G—  we  wUl  go 
through  it  now;'  but  at  length 
they  permitted  them  to  go  lome, 
saying  that  when  they  were  iraolrtl 
they  should  bo  tent  for. 

The  murderers  now  coming  back 
to  the  public  house,  Reynolds  said 
^  You  have  ruined  me ;'  but  Curtis 
replied  that  he  would  make  him 
amends.  Hafing  consulted  how 
they  sihould  dispose  of  (he  body,  it 
was  proposed  to  throw  it  into  a  well 
in  an  adjacent  park ;  but  this  being 
objected  to,  they  carried  it  twelve 


*  On  the  11th  of  December,  1750,  John  Wailing,  nicknained  Peter  Jack,  a  smufEgler 
of  Horsey,  in  Nurfulk,  was  hanged.  Thii  villain,  among  ihe  nurocroat  cnormitiet  wibich 
he  committed,  at  the  bead  of  eleven  more  smugglers,  went  in  the  night  to  Che  hoste  of 
Abraham  Bailey,  who  had  been  a  custom-house  watchmun,  pulled  liira  out  of  bed,  whipped 
him  with  their  whips  until  the  blood  trickled  down  his  body,  then  hung  him  by  the  neck 
to  a  tree,  boi  let  him  down  before  he  was  dead.  When  he  recovered  hit  senses  thij 
obliged  him  to  answer  their  qoestionSf  and  made  him  swear  to  his  own  dtmnatioa  if  be 
revealed  wliat  they  hoil  done  to  him. 


KNAPP  k  BALDWIN'*  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.         51 


miles,  and,  having  tied  stones  to  It, 
in  onler  to  sink  it,  tlicj  threw  it 
into  a  pond  in  Parham  Park,  be- 
longing  to  Sir  Cecil  Bishop;  and 
in  this  place  it  lay  more  than  two 
months  hefore  it  was  discovered. 

This  horrid  and  vn  provoked 
mnrder  gave  rise  to  a  royal  pro- 
clamation, In  which  a  pardon  was 
offered  to  any  persons,  even  out- 
lawed smugglers,  eicept  those  who 
had  been  guilty  of  murder,  or  con- 
cerned in  breaking  open  the  cus- 
tom-house at  Poole,  on  the  condi. 
tioa  of  discovering  the  persons  who 
had  murdered  Hawkins,  particu- 
larly Milhf  who  was  charged  with 
having  bad  a  concern  in  the  horrid 
transactioB. 

Heraopon  William  Pring,  an 
outlawed  smuggler,  who  had  not 
had  a»y  share  in  either  of  the 
crimes  excepted  in  the  proclama- 
tion, went  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
and  informed  him  that  he  would 
6iid  Mills  if  he  could  be  ascer- 
tained of  his  own  pardon  ;  adding, 
that  he  believed  he  was  cither  at 
Bath  or  Bristol. 

Being  assured  that  he  need  not 
doubt  of  the  pardon,  he  set  out  for 
Bristol,  where  he  found  Mills,  and 
with  him  Thomas  and  Lawrence 
Kempy  brothers;  the  former  of 
whom  hud  broken  out  of  Newgate^ 
aad  the  other  was  outlawed  by  pro- 
damalion*  Having  consulted  on 
their  desperate  circumstances,  Pring 
offered  them  a  retreat  at  his  house 
near  Beckenham,  in  Kent,  whence 
they  night  make  excursions,  and 
eommit  robberies  on  the  high. 
way. 

Pleased  with  this  proposal,  they 
set  out  with  Pring,  and  arrived 
in  nitty  at  his  house ;  where  they 
had  not  been  long  before  he  pre- 
teaded  that  his  horse  being  an  In- 
iiffeftentODe,  and  theirs  remarkably 
good,  he  would  go  and  procure  an* 


other,  and  then  they  would  proceed 
on  the  intended  expedition. 

Thus  saying,  he  set  out,  and 
they  agreed  to  wait  for  his  return ; 
but,  instead  of  going  to  procure  a 
horse,  he  went  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Rackster,  an  officer  of  the  excise  at 
Horsham,  who,  taking  with  him 
seven  or  eight  armed  men,  went  to 
Beckenham  at  night,  where  they 
found  Mills  and  the  two  brothers 
Kemp  just  going  to  supper  on  a 
breast  of  veal.  They  immediately 
secured  the  brothers  by  tying  their 
arms ;  but  Mills,  making  resistance^ 
was  cut  with  a  hanger  before  he 
would  submit. 

The  offenders,  bdng  taken,  were 
conducted  to  the  county  gaol  for 
Sussex ;  and,  being  secured  till  the 
asslies,  were  removed  to  East  Grin- 
stead,  where  the  brothers  Kemp 
were  tried  for  highway  robberies, 
convicted,  sentenced,  and  executed. 

Mills,  being  tried  for  the  murder 
of  Hawkins,  was  capitally  con- 
victed, and  received  sentence  of 
death,  and  to  be  hung  in  chains 
near  the  place  where  the  murder 
was  committed. 

After  conviction  be  mentioned 
several  robberies  in  which  he  had 
been  concerned,  but  refused  to  tell 
the  names  of  any  of  hb  accom- 
plices; declaring  that  he  thought 
he  should  merit  damnation  if  he 
made  discoveries  by  means  of  which 
any  of  his  companions  might  be  ap- 
prehended and  convicted. 

The  country  lieing  at  that  time 
filled  with  smugglers,  a  rescue  was 
feared ;  wherefore  he  was  conduct- 
ed to  the  place  of  execution  by  a 
guard  of  soldiers ;  and,  when  there, 
prayed  with  a  clergyman,  confessed 
that  he  had  led  a  bad  life,  acknow- 
ledged the  murder  of  Hawkins,  de- 
sired that  all  young  people  would 
take  warning  by  bis  uotimely  end, 
humbly  implored  the  foi|;lveneis  of 
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Oody  and  professed  to  die  in  charity    Common  on  the  ISth  of  August, 
with  all  mankind.  1 749,  and  afterwards  hung  in  chains 

He    was  executed    on  Sicndon    near  the  same  spot.* 


RICHARD  COLEMAN, 

EZECUTBO  ON  A  CHARGE  OF  MURDER,  OF  WHICH  HE  WAS  IMNOCEirr. 

Iff  our  note  respecting  the  case  estate,  and  rider  to  the  first  troop 

of  Wood  and  Brown  we  have  al-  of  horse-guards,  a  place  of  about 

ready  instanced  the  danger  of  iden-  two    hundred   pounds  a  year    in 

tifying  another  whom  we  have  seen  ralue^  was    indicted   for    robbing 

but  casually,  in  the  CTidcnce  given  Wheatley,  Esq.  in  a  field  near 

by  Sir  Thomas  and  Lady  Daven-  Camberweli,  at  half  past  nine  on 
port,  who,  with  their  servants,  the  5th  of  June  then  last  past 
swore  to  the  persons  of  those  unfor.  Mr.  Wheatley  positively  swore 
tunate  men  as  being  those  who  had  that  the  prisoner,  Mr.  Greenwood, 
robbed  them,  when  their  mutake  was  the  identical  man  by  whom  he 
WM  dUeovered  by  proving  an  alibi,  was  robbed  at  the  time  and  place 
We  lament  that  on  the  trial  of  Cole,  above  mentioned.  From  the  opi. 
man,  whom  we  shall  hereafter  find  nions  which  had  been  previously 
to  have  been  innocent  of  the  charge  formed  on  the  improbability  of  a 
for  which  he  suffered  death,  thb  gentleman  of  Mr«  Greenwood's  re- 
defence  did  not  succeed.  Well  spectability  being  base  enough  to 
may  we  exclaim,  ^  Better  that  turn  footpad,  the  trial  engaged  the 
ninety.nlne  guilty  men  should  es-  general  attention  of  the  county, 
cape,  than  the  innocent  hundreth  The  prosecutor  called  a  number  of 
should  suffier !'  witnesses  as  to  his  fortune  and  high 

Shocked  at  the  fate  of  this  man,  character,  which  they  testified  in  an 

we  would  again  caution  prosecu-  eminent  degree, 
tors  against  being  too  positive  in        Bfr.    Greenwood,  being   called 

their  Identity  of  the  accused ;  and,  upon  for  his  defence,  set  up  an 

previously  to  entering  upon  this  oli^t;   to   substantiate  which,  he 

melancholy  case,  will  give  another  called  a  number  of  witnesses  of 

instance  of  the  fallibility  of  human  equal  credibility,  who  prored  that 

nature.  he  was    in  a  diffinent   place    at 

At  the  assises  for  Surrey,  held  at  the  time  the  robbery  was  sworn  to 

Kingston  on  the  M   of  August,  have  been  committed.    They  gave 

1740,    Bartholomew  Greenwood,  a  distinct  detail,  and  adduced  many 

Esq.  a  gentleoaan  of  good  private  corroborating  drcnmstanoes,  Ir>w 


*  In  Sttiblk,  •bomt  thb  tiMe»  was  another  desperate  gang  of  ootUwed  MMgglcts. 
An  oAoer  of  excise,  heviiis  received  informatioo  that  two  of  tl^  owst  daring  (oae  of  the 
namt  of  Radi,  and  the  other  called  Cock)  were  at  a  certain  place  in  his  district^  he  went 
with  two  more^  well  anaed.  in  porsuit  of  tlies,  and  overtook  then  near  the  Fens,  at  Miklew 
Halt  The  saMigsiers  iaaediatelj  tUed*  vithoot  effect.  Rich  then  dcspcratelj  rode  ap 
to  the  nftriir,  and  BMde  a  hlow  at  his  with  a  hruad  axe,  bat  nisMd ;  he  tkaiw  in  nscafle 
with  one  of  the  three  pnrteers,  wrenched  hts  pistol  froM  hia ;  and*  firing  at  the  ofiocr, 

knocked  ont  two  of  his  teeth.    Pri yi  l^tr  irCrrh  irf  thr  hiH.  thr  An  lualadj 

attacked  the  saseg^,  trod  a  brace  of  pistoh  at  hi«,  and  bent  his  over  the  hend  with 
the  hntt«ends  of  thesnntil  he  lell  aro«  hn  hone.  The  eftccr^s  fhlWwers  were  chseij 
engafsd  with  Cock,  who^  howeter.  effected  ha  escape.  Rich  died  of  his  wnnndi  aril 
■wtniag  i  hts  iknil  was  found  fractured,  and  two  halls  were  extracted  froahts  hodj. 
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and  where  he  passed  the  day  until 
cferon  at  night  In  addition  to 
this  he  called  gentlemen  of  the  first 
rank,  and  the  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment in  which  he  senred,  in  sup. 
port  of  his  character,  which  they 
completely  established  as  a  man  of 
worth  and  probity. 

The  jory  were  continced  that 
the  prosecutor  had  mistaken  the 
prisoner,  and  instantly  acquitted 
him. 

Richard  Coleman  was  indicted  at 
the  assises  held  at  Kingston,  in 
Surrey,  in  March,  1749,  for  the 
murder  of  Sarah  Green  on  the  33d 
of  July  preceding;  when  he  was 
capitally  conTicted. 

Mr.  Coleman  had  receiTed  a  de. 
cent  education,  and  was  clerk  to  a 
brewer  at  the  time  the  affair  hap* 
pened  which  cost  him  his  life ; 
and  had  a  wife  and  two  children, 
who  were  reduced  to  accept  the 
bounty  of  the  parish  in  consequence 
of  his  conTiction. 

The  mardered  person  was  Sarah 
Green,  who,  hating  been  with  some 
acquaintance  to  a  beanfeast  in  Ken- 
nington  Lane,  staid  to  a  late  hour, 
and  on  her  return  towards  South, 
wark  she  met  with  three  men,  who 
had  the  appearance  of  brewers*  ser. 
rants,  two  of  whom  used  her  in  a 
manner  too  inhuman  to  admit  of 
description. 

Such  was  the  ill  treatment  in. 
flicted,  that  it  was  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning  before  the  poor  girl 
was  able  to  reach  her  lodgings,  and 
on  the  following  day  she  was  so  ill 
that  she  informed  seferal  people 
how  she  had  been  treated;  on 
which  she  was  sent  to  St  Thomas's 
Hospital. 

While  in  the  hospital  she  de. 
clared  dmt  the  clerk  in  Taylor's 
(then  Berry's)  brew  house  was  one 
of  the  parties  who  had  treated  her 
10  such  an  infamous  manner ;  and 


it  was  supposed  that  Coleman  was 
the  person  to  whom  she  alluded. 

Two  days  after  the  shocking 
transaction  had  occurred  Coleman 
and  one  Daniel  Trotman  happened 
to  call  at  the  Queen's  Head  ale- 
house in  Bandy.  Leg  Walk,  when 
the  latter  was  perfectly  sober,  but 
the  former  in  a  state  of  intoxica. 
tion.  Haring  called  for  some  rum 
and  water,  Coleman  was  stirring  it 
with  a  spoon,  when  a  stranger 
asked  him  what  he  had  done  with 
the  pig ;  meaning  a  pig  that  had 
been  lately  stolen  in  the  neighbor, 
hood.  Coleman,  unconscious  of 
guilt,  and  conceiting  himself  af. 
fronted  by  such  an  impertinent 
question,  said  ^  Damn  the  pig,  what 
is  it  to  mc?' 

The  other,  who  seems  to  hate 

had  an  intention  to  insnare  him, 

asked  if  he  did  not  know  Kenning. 

ton     Lane.       Coleman    answered 

that  he  did,  and  added  '  Damn  ye, 

what  of  that  ?'     The  stranger  then 

asked  him  if  he  knew  the  woman 

that  had  been  so  cruelly  treated  in 

Ken  nington  I^nc.      Coleman  re. 

plied     ^  Yes ;'    and    again    said, 

^Damn  ye,  what  of  that?*     The 

other  man  asked,  *  Was  not  you 

one  of  the  parties  concerned  in  that 

afiair  ?'      Coleman,   who,   as    we 

hate  said,  was  intoxicated,  and  had 

no  suspicion  of  design,  replied,  ^  If 

I  had,  you  dog,  what  then  ?'  and 

threw  at  him  the  spoon  with  which 

he  was  stirring  the  liquor.     A  tio. 

lent  quarrel  ensued  ;  but  at  length 

Coleman  went  away  with  Trotman. 

On  the  following  day,  Coleman 

calling  at  the  Queen's  Head  abote 

mentioned,  the  landlord  informed 

him  how  imprudently  he  had  acted 

the  preceding  one.    Coleman,  who 

had  been  too  drunk  to  remember 

what  had  passed,  asked  if  he  had 

offended  any  person  ;  on  which  the 

landlord  informed  him  of  what  liad 
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ktppeoed ;  bat  tke  other,  still  coo- 
•douf  of  his  innocence,  pmid  no  re- 
gard to  what  he  said. 

On  the  ^9th  of  August,  Daniel 
Trotman  and  another  man  went  be. 
fore  Mr.  Clarke,  a  magbtrate  in 
the  Borough,  and  charged  Cole- 
man on  suspicion  of  hating  Tiolently 
assaolted,  and  cruelly  treated,  Sarah 
Green,  in  the  Parsonage  Walk, 
■ear  Newington  church,  in  Surrey. 

The  magistrate,  who  does  not 
seem  to  hate  supposed  that  Cole, 
man  was  guilty,  sent  for  him,  and 
bired  a  man  to  attend  him  to  the 
hospital  where  the  wounded  woman 
lay ;  and  a  person,  pointing  out 
Coleman,  asked  if  he  was  one  of  the 
persons  who  had  used  her  %o  cruel, 
ly.  She  said  she  bcliercd  he  was : 
bdt|  as  she  declined  to  swear  posi. 
tifily  to  his  hating  any  concern  in 
the  affair,  Justice  Clarke  admitted 
him  to  bail. 

Some  time  afterwards  Coleman 
was  again  taken  before  the  magis. 
trate,  when  nothing  posititely  being 
sworn  against  him,  the  justice  would 
hate  absolutely  discharged  him  :  but 
Mr.  Wynne,  the  master  of  the  in. 
jared  girl,  requesting  that  he  might 
once  more  be  taken  to  see  her,  a 
time  was  fixed  for  that  purpose, 
aad  the  justice  took  Colemao's 
word  for  his  appearance. 

The  accused  party  came  punc 
teally  to  his  time,  bringing  with 
him  the  landlord  of  an  alehouse 
where  Sarah  Green  had  drunk  on 
the  night  of  the  affair  with  the  three 
meo  who  really  injured  her ;  and 
this  publican,  and  other  people, 
declared  on  oath  that  Coleman  was 
not  one  of  the  parties. 

On  the  following  day  Justice 
Clarke  went  to  the  ho!ipital,  to  take 
the  examination  of  the  woman  on 
oathk  Hating  asked  her  if  Cole^ 
man  was  one  of  the  men  who  had 
isjfnred  her,  she  said  she  coald  not 


tell,  as  it  was  dark  at  the  time; 
but,  Coleman  being  called  in,  an 
oath  was  administered  to  her,  when 
she  swore  that  he  was  one  of  the 
three  men  that  abased  her. 

Notwithstanding  this  oath,  the 
justice,  who  thought  the  poor  girl 
not  in  her  right  senses,  and  was 
continced  in  his  own  mind  of  the 
Innocence  of  Coleman,  permitted 
him  to  depart,  on  his  promise  of 
bringing  bail  the  following  day  to 
answer  the  complaint  at  the  uext 
assizes  for  Surrey  ;  aud  he  brought 
his  bail,  and  gate  security  accofd- 

Sarah  Green  dying  in  the  hospi. 
tal,  thecoroner's  jury  sat  to  inquire 
Into  the  cause  of  her  death ;  and 
hating  found  a  terdict  of  '  Wilful 
Murder*  against  Richard  Coleman, 
and  two  persons  then  unknown,  a 
warraut  was  issued  to  take  Cole- 
man into  custody. 

Though  this  man  was  eonsdons 
of  his  innocence,  yei^  such  were  his 
terrors  at  the  idea  of  going  to  pri. 
son  on  such  a  charge,  that  he  ab- 
sconded, and  secreted  himself  at 
Pinner,  near  Uarrow-on-the^Hill. 

King  Greorge  the  Second  being 
then  at  llanoter,  a  proclamatiou 
was  issued  by  the  lords  of  the  re- 
gency, offering  a  reward  of  fifty 
pounds  for  the  apprehensioa  of 
the  supposed  offender ;  aud  to  this 
the  parish  of  St.  Satlour,  South- 
wark,  added  a*  reward  of  twenty 
pounds. 

Coleman  read  the  adTertiseaeet 
for  his  apprehension  in  the  Gaxette, 
but  was  still  so  thoughtless  as  to 
conceal  himself;  though,  perhaps, 
an  Immediate  surrender  would  hate 
been  deemed  the  strongest  testi- 
mony of  his  Innocence :  howeter, 
to  assert  his  innocence,  he  caused 
the  following  ad? ertisement  to  be 
Inserted : 

^  ly  Richard  Coleman,  seeing  my- 
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self  adfortised  in  (he  Gazette,  as 
absconding  on  acconnt  of  (he  mur. 
der  of  Sarah  Green,  kaonring  my- 
self not  any  way  culpable,  do  ai. 
lert  that  I  hate  not  absconded  from 
justice ;  but  will  willingly  and 
readily  appear  at  the  next  asiises, 
knowing  that  my  innocence  will 
acquit  me.' 

Strict  search  being  made  after 
him,  he  was  apprehended  at  Pinner, 
abofe  mentioned, on  the  ^dof  No- 
Tember,  and  lodged  in  Newgate, 
whence  he  was  remoTed  to  the  new 
gaol,  Sonthwark,  till  the  time  of 
the  assizes  at  Kingston,  in  Surrey  ; 
when  his  conTiction  arose  princi- 
jiaf/y  from  the  evidence  of  Trotman 
and  (he  declaration  of  (he  dying 
woman. 

Some  persons  positively  swore 
that  he  was  in  another  place  at  the 
time  the  fact  was  committed ;  but 
their  evidence  was  not  credited  by 
the  jury,  (hough  it  will  be  seen,  in 
a  subsequent  part  of  (his  work, 
that  it  would  have  been  happy  if  a 
proper  attention  had  been  paid 
to  it 

After   conviction   Coleman    be. 

kaved  like  one  who  was  possessed 

of  coosciotts  innocence,  and   who 

had  no  fear  of  death  for  a  crime 

which  lie  had  not  committed. 

.  He  was  attended  at  the  place  of 

execution  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson, 

to  whom  he  delivered  a  paprr,  in 

which   he   declared,   in    the   mo^t 

solemn  and  explicit  manner,  that 

he  was  altogether  innocent  of  the 

crime  alleged    against    him.      He 

£ed    with    great    resignation,  la- 

venting  only  the  distress  in  which 

he  should   leave  a  wife  and   two 

children. 

This  vnhappy  victim  to  errone- 
9m  evidence  sfilfcrcd  the  sentence 


of  the  law  at  Kennington  Common 
on  the  19th  of  April,  1749. 

There  is  something  exceedingly 
shocking  in  the  fate  of  this  man. 
He  was  convicted,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, on  the  evidence  of  the  poor 
injured  woman,  whose  excruciating 
pains  of  body  may  well  be  sup- 
posed to  have  impaired  the  facul- 
ties of  her  mind.  Her  doubt  re- 
specting him,  and  her  refusing  to 
swear  to  him  when  she  first  saw 
him  in  the  hospital,  ought,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  have  destroyed  the 
force  of  her  evidence,  when  the  ag- 
gravated pains  of  the  body  had  still 
more  weakened  her  intellects. 

Justices  of  the  peace,  in  general, 
we  are  sorry  to  say  it,  are  but  too 
fond  of  finding  out  evidence  against 
prisoners ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  to  their  officious  diligence  it 
is  owing  that  many  an  innocent  man 
has  lost  his  life.  Mr.  Clarke  was  a 
striking  exception  to  this  general 
rule:  his  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
the  woman's  evidence  added  to  his 
prior  confidence  of  Mr.  Coleman's 
innocence. 

However  justices  may  choose  to 
act  in  cases  of  (his  na(ure,  jurymen 
should  consider  themselves,  as  they 
really  are,  the  judges  of  the  fact ; 
and  never  convict  on  evidence 
merely  circumstantial,  except  when 
the  circumstances  are  so  numerous 
in  themselves,  so  evidently  depend- 
ing on  each  other,  and  supported 
by  the  testimony  of  such  a:  number 
of  credible  witnesses,  as  to  produce 
evidence  at  least  as  full  as  what 
would  arise  from  the  positive  oath 
of  any  single  person. 

The  reader  will  hereafter  find  the 
proof  of  this  unhappy  man's  inuo. 
cence,  in  the  trial  of  those  who  ac- 
tually perpetrated  the  murder. 
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SASIUtI,  COUCHMAN  AND 

NANTS  OF  MAKINGS 

CARPENTEa; 

GUOT  roH 

Tut  Chesterfield  man  of  nar, 
umler  the  CDmnisiiil  of  Captain 
O'llridii  Uuitlcy,  wis  ttatiuned  otT 
Cape-comst  Caslle,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  vrhrn  a  ilangeroDi  mutiny 
bruko  out  among  the  crew,  of 
whom  the  aboTC-namcd  oHiceTs 
were  tho  leaders.  They  were 
charged  with  '  exciting  and  en. 
coiiragiDg  mutiny,  and  running 
away  with  his  majesty'*  ship  Ches- 
tcrlietd,  on  the  lOch  day  of  OclO. 
ber,  1748, from  the  coast  uf  Africa, 
leafing  their  captain,  two  licutc. 
naatt,  with  other  ofliccrs,  and  Mime 
>eamen,  on  shore.' 

Uereupoo  a  court-marl tal  was 
held  nn  board  hit  luajesty't  ihiji 
liiTincibIc,  of  which  Sir  Edward 
llawke,  of  glorious  memory,  wat 
|irr*idciit. 

The  iint  ciidcncc  called  in  sup. 
port  uf  the  prosecution  wai  Mr. 
(jastcrin,  the  Utu  buatswain  of  the 
(-•'heilcr field,  uho  deposed  that  on 
the  15ih  of  October,  17-18,  Captain 
Dudley,  beioi;  then  on  shore  at 
Cape>coiUt  Culle,  sent  off  his  b3r|;c 
tu  Lieutenant  Couchmau,  ordering 
hioa  to  send  the  cutter  on  shore  wiih 
the  boatswain  of  the  ship,  to  i«e  the 
Icnis  tlrucL  on  shore,  and  tu  bring 
cior)  thing  belonging  to  the  ship 
.onboard  that  oighl;  bnt  Couch, 
nan  dttcctly  ordcrri!  the  bari;i-  to 
be  hoiiled  in,  and  ihc  bualiwain  to 
(ara  all  hands  on  the  quarter-deck, 
where  Mr.  Couchman,  coining 
from  his  cabin  with  a  drawn  mord, 
said,  '  Here  I  am  !  God  damn  me, 
I  will  tund  by  you  ahile  I  bate  a 
dropof  blood  inmy  body'.'  Hewas 
acootapuied  by  J<^n,  Moqau, 
(he  lecond  lieutenant  of  marines, 
Tbonas  Knight,  the  carpcoter,  his 
mate,  John  Plicc  (&  principal  ac- 
|t)>ai)d  about  thirty  scanen  with 


JOHN  MORGAN,  LIEUTE- 

THOMAS  KNIGHT, 
AND  OTHERS; 


cutlassei.     They  then  garc  thi 
huzzas,  and  threw  their  hats 
board  ;    damning    old     hats,     ibey 
would  soon  gel  new. 

Couchman  then  sent  for  tbe 
boatswain,  to  know  if  be  wonU. 
stand  by  him,  and  go  with  him 
replied  '  No  ;'  and  said, 
God's  sake,  sir,  be  ruled  byi 
and  consider  what  you  are  aboiil 
Coachman  then  threatened  to 
him  in  irons  if  he  did  not  join  wi 
him  ;  but  the  boalswa' 
never  would  bcin  such  piratical 
signs:  be  was  then  ordered 
custody,  and  two  sentinels  put' 
him.  Couchman  soon  after  seal 
Gilham,  the  male  of  the  ship, 
made  the  same  speech  to  him,  who 
desired  to  know  where  he  wai 
bound,  and  upon  what  accowtt? 
He  replied,  *  To  take,  bum,  and 
sink,  and  settle  a  colony  in  the 
East  Indies.'  There  were  fire  or 
sit  more  put  in  custody  with 
boatswain  in  the  same  place, 
were  congned  only  fire  or  sit  h 
for,  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
their  confinement,  Couchman  sent 
for  them  into  the  great  cabin,  de- 
tired  them  to  sit  and  drink  |iuach, 
and  then  dismissed  tbcm.  The'nest 
day  tbe  boatswain  was  invited  to 
dinner  by  the  new  commander,  who 
began  to  rati  against  Captain  I>ud- 
iey,  and  asked  him  and  one  of  tbe 
mates  what  they  ihoogbt  of  tbe  af- 
fair. The  boatswain  replied  be 
thought  it  rank  piracy  ;  on  which 
Couchman  said,  '  What  1  haio 
done  I  cannot  now  go  from  ;  I  was 
forced  to  it  by  the  ship'?  company.' 
The  boatswain  then  told  him  ■  (hat 
would  be  no  Muction  for  his  fan- 
ning away  with  the  king's  Mp.' 
Thecarpenicr  and  lieutenant  then 
proposed  their  ai};ning  a  |>apcr 


re  or 
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be  boatswain  replied  'He 
onld;  and  would  sooner 
satfa/  The  mate  said  the 
iVhen  the  boatswain  came 
le  great  cabin  he  went  to 
ler's  cabin,  who  was  then 
I  unable  to  come  out  of  it, 
of  great  use  bj  hb  prudent 
d assistance;  for,  after  the 
n  had  told  him  that  Couch, 
irtjr  had  taken  possession 
arms,  he  said  that  he  could 
liim,  with  twenty  pistob. 
time  Mr.  Frascr  and  Mr. 
mates  of  the  ship,  the  gun. 
te,  and  Yeoman,  the  cock. 
'  the  bargCy  were  come  to 
ben  the  boatswain  commu- 
lii  design  of  rccorcring  the 
Terr  night  To  this  they 
1  with  the  greatest  resolu* 

■n  then  to  be  Ycry  dark, 
p.  lit.  when  the  boatswain 
onnd  the  ship's  company, 
orecastle  there  were  about 
n,  to  whom,  in  a  plain  but 
manner,  he  disclosed  the 
nd  soon  conrinced  them 
he  facility  and  necessity  of 
Urn  scheme  immediately  in 
:  accordingly,  the  first  step 
St  «p  all  the  irons  or  bilboes 
ireeastle;  he  then  sent  for 
\tf  putols,  which  were  all 
be  next  ordered  three  men 
grand  magazine,  and  two 
tbaft ;  and  the  remainder, 
DO  pistols,  to  stay  by  the 
ind  secure  as  many  prison- 
shonld  send.  This  dispo* 
ng  made,  he  went  directly 
the  deck,  where  hediTided 
company  into  two  parties ; 
going  down  the  main,  the 
ifore  hatchway,  they  soon 
elefen  or  twelve  of  the 
n»  and  sent  them  up  to  the 
I  without  the  least  noise, 
parties  then  joined,  and 
ictly  to  the  great  cabin, 


where  they  secured  Couchman  and 
Morgan,  with  the  carpenter,  whom 
they  immediately  confined  in  differ, 
ent  parts  of  the  ship. 

Thus  WM  the  ship  bravely  rescued 
bjT  the  intrepidity  and  prudenee  of 
a  few  honest  fellows,  after  she  had 
been  about  thirty  hours  in  the  pes- 
session  of  a  poor  unhappy  man,  who 
appears  to  hare  been  utterly  unfit 
for  so  daring  an  enterprise,  and  was 
in  his  unfortunate  condition  Tory 
penitent. 

The  boaUwain  (Roger  Winket) 
was  afterwards  rewarded  with  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  as  master- 
attendant  of  Woolwich  yard. 

John  Place  was  charged  with 
being  very  active  in  the  mutiny. 
The  gunner  deposed  that  the  said 
Place  came  to  him,  as  he  lay  sick  in 
his  cabin,  with  a  drawn  cutlass  and 
a  cocked  pistol,  and  swore  that  he 
would  murder  him  if  he  did  not  de- 
liver to  him  the  key  of  the  maga- 
zine. He  made  no  defence,  but 
submitted  to  the  mercy  of  the 
Court. 

John  Place,  after  sentence,  wrote 
letters  of  religious  exhortation  to  his 
brothers  in  affliction.  Uis  letter  to 
Mr.  Couchman  upbraids  him  with 
having  been  the  murderer  of  those 
who  were  condemned  with  him,  by 
first  seducing  them  from  their  duty ; 
exhorts  him  not  to  attempt  to  screen 
himself  by  imputing  his  guilt  to 
others ;  and  concludes,  *  i  freely 
forgive  you,  though  yon  are  the 
cause  of  my  death,  as  you  know 
full  well ;  and  I  would  hare  you 
act  with  a  brave  resignation  to  the 
will  of  God ;  and  not,  by  mean 
hopes  of  life,  lose  an  opportunity 
to  secure  a  blessed  eternity.  De. 
spise  life,  u  I  do,  with  God's  as- 
sbtance,  and  die  like  a  man.' 

ANSWER. 

«Mr.  Place, 
<  You  will  die  like  a  villain. 

*  St  COUCUMAN.' 
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Tke  Cqart  foaod  the  following 
goihj,  who  were  executed  in  the 
nMnuer  hereafter  mentioned : 

On  the  14(h  July,  Samuel  Couch. 
man,  first  lieutenant  of  marines, 
shot. 

July  14)  John  Morgan,  second 
lientenant  of  marines,  shot. 

July  24,  Thomas  Knight,  car. 
penter;  John  Place,  carpenter's. 
mate;  John  Meeks,  seaman ;  WiU 
UaB  Anderson,  seaman ;  John 
Reed,  quarter-master ;  and  Thomas 
Scotty  seaman,  hanged. 


Captain  Dudley  was  Cried  for 
'Neglect  of  duty,  in  keeping  a 
nomber  of  his  officers  on  shore  at 
Cape.coast  Castle,  when  the  ship 
was  seized,'  and  acquitted. 

Others  of   the  ship's  oompanyt* 
also  tried  for  mutiny,   were  ac 
quilted. 

On  the  26th  of  Jooe,  1749, 
James  CoIyih,  late  boatswuo's 
mate  on  board  the  Richmond  man 
of  war,  was  hanged  at  Portsmouth 
for  mutiny. 


HUGH  DAWSON  AND  JOHN  GAMMELL, 

EXECUTED  FOR  ROBBERY. 


Dawson  was  an  Irishman,  and 
bom  of  respectable  parents,  his 
father  hating  been  a  bookseller  in 
Londonderry.  Gammell  was  a 
Scotchman,  of  Greenock  ;  and  both 
were  lazy  worthless  fellows. 

The  father  of  Dawson,  finding 
his  son  would  settle  to  no  business 
io  his  own  country,  sentihim  to  sea 
in  a  trading  fessel,  the  property  of 
one  of  his  relations.  After  the  first 
▼oyage  he  remained  some  time  at 
home,  and  did  not  seem  to  entertain 
any  farther  thoughts  of  going  to 
sea;  but,  falling  in  lore  with  a 
young  woman  in  the  neighborhood, 
she  promised  him  marriage,  but  ad. 
vised  him  to  follow  hb  former  oc 
cnpation  some  time  longer. 

In  consequence  of  this  ad  rice  he 
went  again  to  sea ;  and,  on  his  re. 
turn  from  each  voyage,  visited  his 
favorite  girl :  but  at  length  it  was 
discovered  by  her  parents  that  she 
was  pregnant  by  her  lover.  Alarmed 
by  this  circumstaoce,  they  proposed 
to  Dawson's  father  to  gire  him  a 
fortune  proportioned  to  what  they 
would  bestow  on  their  girl ;  but 
this  the  old  man  obstinately  refused, 
though  the  son  earnestly  entreated 
him  to  accede  to  the  proposal. 
Hereupon  young  Dawson  left  bis 


parents,  swore  he  would  never 
again  return  home,  and  went  once 
more  to  sea.  Hating  made  some 
voyages,  the  tessel  in  which  he 
sailed  pat  into  the  harboar  of  Sand, 
wich ;  on  which  Dawson  quilted  a 
seafaring  life,  and  married  a  girl  of 
fortune,  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren, which  were  left  to  the  care 
of  her  relations  at  her  death,  which 
happened  six  years  after  her  mar* 
riage. 

On  this  event  Dawson  went  again 
to  sea,  and  was  in  seteral  natal 
engagements.  When  hia  sliip  was 
paid  oS  he  went  to  Ikhitol,  whm 
he  was  arrested  for  a  debt  he  had 
contracted.  At  this  period  he  heaid 
of  the  death  of  his  father,  and  (hat 
his  mother's  affection  for  hia  was 
in  no  degree  diminished  ;  oa  which 
he  wrote  her  an  account  of  Am 
situation ;  and  she  sent  hkn  fifl^ 
pounds,  which  relieved  him  from 
bis  embarrassments. 

Hating  procured  his  liberty,  he 
went  to  London,  and,  marrying  4he 
widow  of  a  seaman,  w1h>  posseNoi 
some  money,  they  lived  in  hanMay 
a  considerable  time,  till,  makiig  a 
connexion  with  dissolute  comfH^ 
nions,  he  commenced  the  piadirtl 
which  led  to  his  ruin. 
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mell,  who  had  been  a  ship- 
(h  Dawson,  was  one  of  these 
ions,  and,  being  now  out  of 
ment,  advised  him  to  go  oo 
waj.  He  hesitated  for  some 
»nt,  having  drank  freely/his 
on  failed  him,  and  he  agreed 
atal  proposal. 

B  accomplices  dressed  them. 
u  sailors,  and,  concealing 
lot  under  their  jackets, 
d  down  the  persons  they  in. 
to  rob,  and  stripped  them 
*  elects. 

robberj  which  cost  them 
rci  was  committed  near  New 
Nrnpike,  on  a  gentleman 
Ootridge,  from  whom  they 
if  money  and  watch,  and 
bifD  with  groat  barlnrity. 
onocd  bysome  people  whom 
itridge  informed  of  the  rob- 
)lawaon  was  overtaken  and 
I ;  and,  having  given  in- 
im  where  Gammell  lodged, 
rise  was  apprehended  ;  and 
them  being  conveyed  to  the 
il.  South wark,  they  mutu* 
riminated  on  each  other. 
tiM  approach  of  the  assizes 
ircy  the  prisoners  were  car. 
Croydon,  where  they  were 
iid,  mad  capitally  convicted. 
cotence  was  passed,  Dawson 
tiled  by  a  Roman  Catholic 
w1k>  intimated  that  he  had 
M  w«B  of  the  Romish  reli- 
Nit  tbe  other  said  he  would 
M  Protestant  faith,  in  which 
been  educated;  but,  not- 
nding  this  declaration,  and 
liar  attendance  on  the  forms 
Protestant  mode,  there  was 
to  conclude  that  he  was 
slic  from  a  paper  that  was 
I  iiis  cell  after  his  death. 
he  night  preceding  the  exe. 
the  behaviour  of  Dawson 
the  distraction  of  his  mind. 
I  Tisited  by  his  wife,  who 
I  sitting  some  time  with  him, 
le  turnkey  came,  and  inti- 


mated that  he  must  retire:  on  which 
he  refused  to  go,  and  knocked  the 
turnkey  down :  but  others  of  the 
keepers  coming,  he  was  secured. 
His  wife  would  now  have  taken  a 
final  leave  of  him ;  and  he  said  if 
she  did  not  depart  he  would  mur- 
der her. 

As  the  keepers  were  conducting 
htm  through  the  court-yard  to  his 
cell,  he  called  io  the  other  pri. 
soners,  saying,  ^  Hallo !  my  boys ! 
Dawson  is  to  be  hanged  to-morrow/ 

The  prisoners  were  conveyed  to 
the  place  of  execution  in  the  same 
cart;  and,  when  there,  Dawson 
expressed  hb  hope  of  salvation 
through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  declared  he  died  in  charity  with 
all  men.  Gammell  address^!  the 
surrounding  multitude,  particularly 
hoping  that  his  brother  seamen 
woold  avoid  the  commbsion  of  such 
crimes  as  led  to  his  deplorable  end. 
He  hoped  forgiveness  from  all  whom 
he  had  injured,  and  acknowledged 
that  he  fell  a  victim  io  the  equity  of 
the  laws. 

These  men  were  hanged  at  Ken. 
nington  Common  on  the  32d  of 
August,  1749. 

On  considering  this  story,  it  may 
be  proper  to  reprobate  the  conduct 
of  Daw8on*s  father,  who  would  not 
contribute  what  he  was  able  to  em- 
power him  to  do  justice  to  a  poor 
girl  whom  he  had  injured,  whom  he 
sincerely  loved,  who  indisputably 
loved  him,  and  who  would  probably 
have  made  him  a  good  wife,  and 
saved  him  from  the  ignominious 
fate  which  was  the  consequence  of 
his  future  crimes. 

Proper  as  it  may  be  to  expatiate 
on  the  duty  of  children  to  parents, 
it  cannot  be  less  proper  to  remark 
on  that  duty  which  parents  owe  to 
children.  These  obligations  are  in- 
deed reciprocal ;  and,  if  a  child  is 
bound  to  pay  obedience  to  the  fa- 
ther who  protects  and  odncatcs  him, 
the  father  is  not  less  bound  to  treat 
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with  kindness  and  hQmaoiCjr  the 
child  who  owes  his  being  to  him. 

Happy  are  those  famiiies  where 
fatiiers  and  sons,  where  mothers 
and  daughters,  lite  in  mntaal  love 
and  con6dence,  in  a  constant  re- 


gard and  unabating  esteem  for 
each  other !  It  u  a  life  like  this 
which  makes  home  at  all  times 
the  most  agreeable  of  places,  and 
oonstitntes  a  little  heafen  upon 
earth! 


BOSAVERN  PENIJBZ, 

SZECOTED  FOR  BEIX6  CONCERNED  IN  A  RIOT. 


This  unhappy  yonth  (for  he  can 
hardly  be  deemed  a  malefactor)  was 
the  son  of  a  natife  of  the  island  of 
Jersey^  who,  hafing  been  edncated 
at  Oxford,  entered  into  orders  ; 
and,  having  obtained  a  small  chnrch 
preferment,  settled  near  Exeter, 
where  his  unfortunate  son  was  bom. 

His  father  dying  while  he  was 
young,  he  was  pla^  as  an  appren- 
tice to  a  barber  and  peruke-maker 
at  Exeter,  by  the  stewards  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Clergy.  Having  served 
his  apprenticeship  with  the  highest 
repobition  for  good  character  and 
sobriety,  he  came  to  London,  and 
lived  in  several  places  with  the 
utmost  credit,  till  a  circumstance 
equally  unpremeditated  and  un. 
foreseen  occasioned  his  destruction. 

On  Saturday,  the  1st  of  July, 
1749,  three  seamen  belonging  to 
the  Grafton  man  of  war,  having 
called  at  a  house  of  ill  fame  in  the 
Strand,  were  there  robbed  of  their 
watches,  a  bank-note  value  twenty 
poonds,  four  rooidorcs,  and  thirty 
guineas. 

The  seamen  demanded  a  rcpara. 
tlon  for  their  loss ;  instead  of  which 
some  bullies  belonging  to  the  house 
pushed  them  from  the  door;  where, 
upon  they  went  away,  denouncing 
vengeance ;  and,  hating  collected  a 
number  of  their  companions  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Wapping,  they 
returned  at  night,  broke  open  the 
house,  tamed  the  women  almost 
naked  into  the  streets,  ripped  up 
the  beds,  threw  the  feathers  out  of 
the  window,  broke  the  furniture  in 
pieces,  und  made  a  bonfire  of  it. 


Having  proceeded  to  behave  in  a 
similar  manner  at  another  honse  of 
ill  faibe,  a  party  of  the  guards  was 
sent  for,  and  the  mob  for  the  pre- 
sent dispersed. 

On  the  following  day,  being  Sun- 
day,  immense  numbers  of  people 
crowded  to  see  the  rains  of  the  in- 
famous houses;  and  on  this  day 
fiosavem  Penlez  went  to  die  house 
of  Mr.  Pearce,  in  Wych  Street, 
where  he  hid  left  some  dothes ; 
and,  when  he  had  cleaned  himself, 
he  vbited  an  acquaintance  named 
Taylor,  with  whom  he  drank  at  a 
public  house,  dined,  and  spent  the 
afternoon. 

In  the  evening  Penlec  walked  in 
Somerset  Gardens,  and,  at  eight 
o'clock,  went  back  to  his  friend 
Taylor,  who  being  engaged  with 
company,  Penlez  declined  staying, 
and  proceeded  to  meet  an  acquaint- 
ance at  the  Horseshoe,  near  Tem« 
pie  Bar.  Having  drank  some  beer 
with  him,  he  was  returning  to  his 
lodgings,  when  he  unfortunately 
met  with  another  aoquaintance, 
who  told  him  it  was  his  birth-day, 
and  begged  he  would  drink  some 
punch  with  him. 

This  request  beifig  complied  with, 
Penlez  became  quite  intoxicated; 
and,  in  his  way  home,  found  a 
mob  at  the  door  of  the  Star  tavern^ 
near  Temple  Bar,  endeavoring  to 
destroy  what  the  seamen  had  left 
nndemolished.  Many  of  the  people 
got  into  the  house,  and  did  great 
damage ;  and  Penlez,  with  'John 
Wilson  and  Benjamin  Launder^ 
was  taken  into  custody. 
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quenoe  of  which  Wilson  wm  re- 
priered,  bot  Penlez  was  ordered 
for  execution. 

It  is  said  that  the  king  was  dis- 
posed to  have  pardoned  them  both ; 
but  that  Lord  Chief  Justice  WUies, 
before  whom  they  were  tried,  de- 
clared in  council  that  no  regard 
would  be  paid  to  the  laws  except 
one  of  them  was  made  an  example 
of.  Our  account  informs  us  that  the 
king  still  inclined  to  pardon  them 
both,  and  that  the  chief  justice  was 
three  times  sent  for  and  consulted 
on  this  occasion ;  bnl  that  he  still 
persisted  in  his  former  opinion.* 

After  con? iction  Penlez  behaved 
in  such  a  manner  as  etidently  tes- 
tified the  goodness  of  his  disposi. 
tion,  and  the  little  probability  there 
was  of  such  a  man  committing  a 
wilful  premeditated  crime.  It  is 
not  in  language  to  describe  how 
much  he  was  pitied  by  the  public. 
Erery  one  wished  his  pardon,  and 
wondered,  without  considering  the 
necessity  that  there  was  for  an  ex- 
ample, that  he  was  not  spared. 

When  the  day  of  execution  ar- 
rived he  prepared  to  meet  his  fate 
with  the  consciousness  of  an  inno- 
cent man,  and  the  courage  of  a 
Christian.  The  late  Sir  Stephen 
Theodore  Janssen,  Chamberlain  of 
London,  was  at  that  time  sheriff; 
and  a  number  of  soldiers  being 
placed  at  Holboro  Bars,  to  con- 
duct Penlez  to  Tyburn  (as  a  rescue 
was  apprehended),  the  sheriff  po- 
litely dismissed  them,  asserting  that 
the  civil  power  was  sufficient  to 
carry  the  edicts  of  the  law  into 
effectual  execution. 

This  unhappy  youth  was  exe. 
cuted  at  Tybnm  on  the  18th  of 
October,  1740. 

The  worthy  inhabitants  of  St. 

*  It  it  ft  well-known  hct  that  Lord  Chief  Justice  Willes  was  a  steady  assertor  of  the 
dJfMty  of  the  law.  It  cootd  not  be  supposed  that  he  could  liave  any  prejudice  against 
tW  convict ;  and  it  must  he  concluded  that  his  opinion  arose  from  a  regard  to  the  public 
•eal. 


Being  brought  to  trial  at  the  next 

ions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  the  wiU 
aesses  were  Peter  Wood  (the  land- 
lord), his  wife,  and  one  Ree? es, 
their  serfant,  who  positirely  swore 
to  the  commission  of  the  facts  al- 
leged in  the  indictment. 

To  discredit  their  testimony,  Mr. 
John  Mixon,  the  collector  of  the 
scaTeoger's  rate,  deposed  that  he 
did  not  think  the  oath  of  Mr.  or 
Mrs.  Wood  was  to  be  taken,  and 
that  he  would  not  haog  a  cat  or  a 
dog  on  ihetr  evidence,  fle  added, 
that  the  house  they  kept  was  of  the 
most  notorious  ill  fame ;  that  the 
rates  were  paid  in  the  name  of 
Thoopsoo;  that  Wood  and  his 
wife  had  been  often  prosecuted  for 
keeping  a  disorderly  house;  and 
that  the  neighbours  were  afraid  to 
appear  against  them. 

In  the  course  of  the  trial  Wood 
swore  '  that  the  mob  amounted  to 
khoQi  seven  hundred '  people ;  that 
eight  or  ten  of  them  came  into  his 
parlour,  among  whom  were  Wil. 
son  and  Penlex;  that  they  broke 
the  partition  with  their  sticks,  pulU 
ed  oat  the  pieces  with  their  hands, 
destroyed  tdl  the  furniture  in  the 
parlour,  and  threw  it  into  the 
street,  broke  down  his  bar,  and 
knocked  him  down  on  the  stairs ;' 
with  many  other  circumstances, 
tending  to  prove  the  riot,  and  that 
the  prisoners  were  concerned  in  it. 

Several  persons  of  reputation  ap- 
peared to  the  character  of  the  pri- 
soners; but  the  positive  evidence 
against  them  induced  the  jury  to 
coarict  Penlez  and  Wilson;  but 
Luinder  was  acquitted. 

The  inhabiUuts  of  the  parisl^  of 
St.  dement  Dianes,  and  many  indi. 
fitfoals,  made  great  interest  to  save 
nnfortnnate  youths,  in  conse- 
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Ct«mc«M  DMTt,  who  had  beca  amcmg 
tiM  foffWDOit  ill  Mltcitiiii:  a  paHon 
for  Peoles*  fiodiagall  tbcircffortf  Ui- 
vWinimd^  Al  al  poaiMe  boaoor  to 

ckardi- 
ia  tkr  tvcatjOkM  year 

dim 

«r«aKMicaBT 

tlwM. 


<^  A  M4NraMt«]  lascriptKNi  ia- 
t—^ai  lar  FmW^  tW  pcnoa  wbo 
«-«»  «KiMmat4  for  JM»$<ni(  to  dcu 
^  Wwm  o(  m  faae  ia  tlw 


rioters,  whom  be  accidentally 

met  witb, 

He  wat  condemned  to  die ; 

And,  of  foar  hundred*  persons  coa- 

oemed  in  the  same  attempt^ 

be  only  suffered, 

,  OS  the  eteniag    Tboagh  neitber  principal  nor  oea. 

trifer. 

How  well  be  deserved  life  appeatt 

From  bis  generons  oontempt  of  It, 

la  forbidding  a  rasoue  of  bimself : 

And  wbat  retams  he  wonld 

Imvemade 

to  EOTAL  GLmmNCY, 

Had  it  been  extended  to  bim,  may 

fairiy  be  presmned 

Froas  bis  noble  endeavonrs  to  pre- 

¥C«t  the  least  affront  to  that 

power, 

Wbicb,  tboagh  greatly  importvaed, 

lefased  to  save  him. 

Wbat  was  denied  to  his  person 

was  paid  to  bis  ashes 

By  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Qement 


•ftbepablic. 


«  fW  tbe  sMea#fT  <«f  tW  mlbftaaasa 

m\io  wawinw  a  liV^i.  ireaesidtT 

wihN  w|i<aai^  <iC»  Wbo  oidercd  him  to  be  interred 

Mft  a  wAiait  liiisfiaiimaaiaas  iaatb,  aasoag  their  breibrea, 

*^  ««K  ibr  nm  nif  a  ibs|g«ma>       IMimycd  the  charges  of  bis  funeral, 
r^i  «4iiMi  br  «as  toiibeii  tar  aa    Aiad  tbwigbt  no  mark  of  pity  or 
^idiM^MiM!  «-bit^  br  sia  wiaehr  reipecc  too  madi 

»iiy»»*oi  For  tUs  anbappy  yontb. 

At  t«  wm*s*  tKt  W»^  said  easasai  aC    Whose  death  was  occasioned  by  no 

fell  <hai  i»rw  bin^  other  lanit 

llat  a<^o«M)«v|in«ii(«rik^  iasbna.      Bat  a  too  warm  mdiigaafioii  for 
iiir4^^  msjhi  Uaiiili^  their  saffefings. 

(^lM«ii<if[b:H  ^»«Mied^  and         By  his  tad  eiample,  reader!  be 
(fMV^fMir  r»iaiaiaiii»>  admonished 

Mr  wa»  b^riind^  bv  «  t^^i.  ier  bis    Of  the  many  ill  conseqnenoes  that 

attuad  an  intemperate  zed. 
Lnni  beace  to  respect  the  faiwff-^ 

even  the  most  oppremif  e ; 
And  think  thyself  happy  nndertttft 

goremment, 
<«  Tbat  doth  irufy  and  imdfffbhntlg 

adminiiter  justice, 
T^  the  panisbment  of  wicKEOinSs 

and  Ttce, 

And  to  the  maintenance  of  God's 

TEUE  EiLiGXOir  and  tietdb."  ' 


Aan  an  Smmms^  wrewcaiwa  ef 

r^a%w  *Tmk 

(Tbe  mo$t  errfaiJi  eaxip  «r  ^^mi% 

and  the  mdai^jicv  <^r  sk^teex« 

lS«Vf%) 

To  csfsaga  in  «n  nndst<aiiim%  which 

the  most  psHial  cannot  dtfcnd« 
Aia  yet  the  least  candid  mast  ex. 

case* 
r^^fbas  iadelibrratriy  mixing  with 


T^'^^'t  Un^mmny  tMy%  jnn  httadred,  but  dm  amt  bare  been  giren  by  gaess. 
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BENJAMIN  NEALE, 

EXECUTED    FOIl   BUUQLAEY. 


BsifJAMiv  Nealk  was  the  sou 
of  an  apothecary  and  surgeon  at 
Eztel,  in  Warwickshire,  who,  hav- 
ing many  children  to  provide  for, 
apprenticed  Benjamin  to  a  baker  in 
a  large  busineM  at  Coventry. 

During  hit  apprenticeship  his 
conduct  was  Tery  reprehensible ; 
for  he  would  frequently  stay  out 
whole  nights,  and  return  to  his 
master's  house  in  the  morning  in  a 
state  of  intoxication. 

With  fome  difficulty  he  served  to 
the  end  of  his  time,  when  several  of 
the  inhabitant!  of  Coventry  recom* 
mended  it  to  his  father  to  put  him 
into  business,  and  promised  to  deal 
with  him ;  and  the  father  enabled 
him  to  b^o  the  world  in  a  credit, 
able  manner.  For  a  considerable 
time  be  had  such  success  in  bnsi. 
ness,  that  he  became  the  prin- 
cipal baker  in  the  place,  and  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  one  of  the  al. 
dermen,  with  whom  he  received  a 
good  fortone ;  and  he  would  soon 
have  been  a  rich  man  if  he  had  paid 
a  proper  attention  to  his  business : 
however,  it  was  not  long  after  he 
received  bis  wife's  fortune  before 
he  began  to  give  himself  such  airs 
of  consequence  as  rendered  him  dis- 
agreeable to  hu  wife,  and  made  the 
servants  look  on  him  as  a  perfect 
tyrant 

To  this  behaviour  succeeded  a  ne- 
glect of  his  business,  which  visibly 
declined,  while  he  frequented  cock- 
pits and  horse-races.  It  was  in  vain 
that  his  father  and  his  wife  remon- 
strated on  the  impropriety  of  his 
conduct,  anci  represented  Its  in  con- 
sistcnce  with  the  life  of  a  trades. 
sum :  he  continued  his  courses  till 
kb  character  was  lost,  and  he  was 
reduced  to  labour  as  a  journeyman 
baker. 
I       Unable  to  submit  with  decency 


to  a  fate  which  he  had  brought  on 
himself,  he  wandered  about  the 
country,  picking  up  a  casual  and 
doubtful  subsistence.  Returning 
one  night  to  Coventry,  he  found 
his  mother,  his  wife,  and  child,  in 
company.  He  demanded  money  ; 
but  they  refusing  td  supply  him,  he 
threatened  to-  murder  them,  and 
was  proceeding  to  put  his  threats 
into  execution,  when  their  cries 
alarmed  their  neighbours,  and  pre* 
vented  the  perpetration  of  the  deed; 
but  this  affair  had  such  an  effect  on 
his  wife,  that  she  was  seized  with  a 
fever,  which  soon  put  a  period  to 
her  life. 

This  disaster  did  not  seem  to 
make  any  impression  on  his  mind  ; 
for,  travelling  soon  after  into  Staf- 
fordshire, he  married  a  second  wife ; 
but,  returning  to  Coventry,  hepri* 
vately  sold  off  his  effects,  and  left 
the  poor  woman  in  circumstances  of 
great  distress. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  before 
he  commenced  highwayman,  and 
committed  a  variety  of  robberies  on 
different  roads,  and  at  length  becamo 
a  housebreaker,  which  brought  bins 
to  a  fatal  end. 

At  Farnham,  in  Surrey,  lived  ft 
gentleman  of  fortune,  named  New- 
ton, at  whose  house  Neale  thought 
he  might  acquire  a  considerable 
booty  ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  this 
plan,  he  broke  into  the  house  at 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and, 
forcing  open  a  bureau,  stole  several 
bank-notes,  an  East-India  bond, 
between  fifty  and  sixty  pounds  in 
cash,  some  medals  of  gold,  and  sun- 
dry other  valuable  articles. 

Mr.  Newton  no  sooner  disco* 
vered  the  robbery  than  he  sent  off 
a  messenger,  with  a  letter  to  his 
brother  in  London,  requesting  that 
he  would  advcrtbe  the  loss,  and 
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stop  payment  of  the  notes.  When  to  be  shocked  at  his  want  of  feel. 
Ncale  bad  committed  the  robberj  ing,  and  advised  him  to  amend  his 
be  likewise  proceeded  towards  Lon-  manners ;  but  their  advice  was  lost 
don,  and,  when  he  came  to  Brent*  on  onoof  the  most  abandoned  of  the 
ford,  offered  some  watermen  three  human  race.* 
and  rizpenoe  to  row  him  to  town  ;  This  malefactor  suffered  on  the 
bat  this  they  ref ased,  and  Neale  had  1  ith  of  April,  1 760. 
no  sooner  got  into  another  boat.  On  a  retrospect  of  this  case  it 
which  was  putting  from  the  shore,  will  appear  that  Neale's  ignomini* 
than  the  messenger  arrived  at  Brent-  ous  death  arose  principally  from 
ford ;  and  the  waterman,  having  en.  hb  dissolute  conduct  while  an  ap- 
tertained  a  suspicion  of  Neale,  prentice,  which  rivetted  on  him 
asked  the  man  if  he  wu  in  pursuit  those  habits  of  vice  that  contaou- 
of  a  thief;  and  he  replying  in  the  nated  all  his  future  life.  His  friends 
aSrmative,  they  pointed  to  the  were  reputable,  his  prospects  ex- 
boat  io  which  Neale  wu  sitting.  cellent,  and  his  business  was  good : 

(>n  this  the  messenger  hired  an.  but  a  habit  of  idleness,  and  a  love 
other  boat,  and  having  overtaken  of  what  is  falsely  called  pleasure 
him,  found  him  wrapped  up  in  a  (for  there  can  be  no  real  pleasure 
waterman's  coat.  The  criminal  in  vice),  made  hu  friends  forsake 
being  conducted  before  a  magistrate^  him,  destroyed  his  business,  and 
the  stolen  effects  were  found  in  his  overclouded  all  the  hopeful  pros- 
possession  ;  on  which  he  was  or-  pects  of  his  life, 
dered  for  commitment,  and  con-  From  his  fate  let  the  rising  ge- 
veyed  to  Newgate  the  same  day.  neration  learn  the  importance  of 

When  the  assizes  for  Surrey  be-  diligence  and  sobriety :  let  them 
gan,  he  was  sent  to  Guildford,  learn  to  obey  their  parents  and 
'  where  he  was  capitally  convicted,  roasters,  and  all  that  are  put  in  an- 
and  sentenced  to  die.  After  con-  thority  over  them,  as  thej  would 
viction,  hb  behaviour  was  such  as  wbh  to  be  happy  parents  and  re- 
might  have  been  expected  from  one  pu table  masters  themselves,  and 
who  was  too  hardened  to  repent  of  have  the  pleasure  of  being  obeyed 
crimes  which  he  did  not  hesitate  to  in  their  turn  in  all  their  reasonable 
commit.  Hb  conduct  was  so  to-  commands :  so  may  they  hope  to 
tally  improper  for  hb  situation,  that  live  in  credit,  and  die  with  the 
even  the  keepers  of  the  gaol  seemed  blessings  of  all  who  know  thenu 

*  We  cobld  wish  to  caation  housekeepers  to  look' every  evening  about  their  hooset, 
and  particularly  in  their  bedchambers,  for  larkiug  thieves,  who  often  steal  in  nnobterved 
about  twiljghtt  lie  concealed  until  they  find  an  opportunity  of  plundering,  and,  periiapi» 
mofdering  the  family  in  tbeir  sleep.  The  following  anecdote,  among  many  sinular  cn^ 
cnmstances  which  we  have  met  with,  may  serve  to  strengthen  our  admonition. 

Mrs.  Lewis,  who  kept  a  public  house  at  Hilsea,  near  Portsmouth,  was  one  ni|^ 
alanned,  on  going  to  bed,  by  observing  the  feet  of  a  man  below  the  window-cvtain ;  aC 


tiM  aaiM  noment  her  yoang  child,  who  slept  with  her,  cried  for  beer,  and,  with  n  haapv 
ureseoce  of  mind,  ^e  answered  that  she  would  go  down  stairs  and  bring  it  drink.  Tliw 
sntnnate  pretence  afibrded  her  an  opportunity  of  alarming  her  neighboofii  who  enlsradi 
^  the  boose,  and  seised  the  villain,  with  a  razor  in  bis  hand,  with  which  he  noat  lObdj 
*  meant  to  have  cut  her  throat.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  woman's  husband  waSj,n  finr 
years  before,  shot  by  a  robber  of  the  name  of  Williams,  who  was  ezecuied  for  the  nranlcr* 
and  hU  body  at  the  time  banging  in  chaini  on  Soiith-S«i  CoauaoPt  adjoining  Portaaovlh* 


I 


i 


) 


Tbk  Ca|tUtns 
•««  oownanders  under  A.ilmirnl 
Kncniu  (Ike  firslof  the  Warwick, 
and  tiie  Utter  of  the  Canlcrbury, 
linc-<rf.builaihips,  gixly.four  guns 
rackj^  whco  he  obtained  a  uclory 
oftr  a  Spanish  fleet  tif  equal  fnrre, 
■nd,    Uklng  from  them  the  Con. 


CAPFAIN  CLARKE,  R.N. 

CONVICTED  or  MUBOEH. 

and  Clurke  court-marlial,  held  on  board  the 
royal  yacht  Ihc  Charlotic,  at  itcpU 
foril,  which  sat  during  nine  daf  s. 

The  decision  of  Ihe  Court,  being 
unfatorablclo  the  admiral,  caused 
a  divided  opinion  among  the  offi- 
cers. It  did  not,  liowe*cr,  affect 
the  personal  braTery  of  that  com. 
admiral  monder;  uii  the  contrarj',  it  ap- 
she  blew  up,  the  peared  in  evidence  that  he  dis. 
fl  neaping  under  favour  of  Ihc  played  the  greatest  intrepidity,  ei- 
light.  It  iTBi  the  general  opinion  posing  his  person  to  imminenl 
iled  himielf  danger  after  hia  ship  was  disabled; 
hut  it  alio  appeared  that  in  manoen. 
Tring,  previous  to  the  engagement, 
ho  hnd  not  availed  himtelfof  an  ad. 
vantage,  by  which  neglect  the  bat. 
lie  was  begun  by  four  of  his  vetieb 
when  six  might  have  been  brought 
up.  The  Court  therefore  deter- 
mined that  he  fell  under  the  14lh 
ami  23d  articles  of  war,  namel)',  the 
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offence  of  ^  negligence ;'  for  which 
they  sentenced  him  to  be  repri- 
manded. 

This  sentence  caused  much  ill 
blood  among  the  officers.  The  ad- 
miral had  already  been  called  out 
twice  in  duels  h  ith  his  captains,  and 
had  receif  ed  more  challenges  of  the 
same  kind  ;  but  gOTcmment,  being 
apprised  of  the  outrages,  put  a  stop 
to  them,  by  taking  the  challengers 
into  custody. 

Captain  Clarke^  it  appears,  had 
given  evidence  on  the  trial  of  the 
admiral,  which  displeased  Captain 
Innis  to  so  great  a  degree,  that  he 
called  him  a  ^  perjured  rascal/  and 
charged  him  with  giving  false  evi- 
dence. This  was  certainly  language 
worse  to  be  borne  by  an  officer 
than   rankling    wounds,  or   even 
death.    Captain  Clarke  being  ap. 
prized  that  Innis,  in  this  way,  tra. 
duced  and  vilified  him  in  all  compa- 
nies, gave  him  a  verbal  challenge, 
which  the  other  accepted. 
.     On  the  12th  of  August,  1749, 
early  in  the  morning,  these  gentle- 
men, attended  by  their  seconds,  met 
in  Hyde  Park.     The  pistols  of  Ca|>. 
tain  Clarke  were  screw-barrelled, 
and  about  seven  inches  long  ;  those 
of    Captain   Innis    were  common 
pocket  pistols,  three  inches  and  a 
half  In  the  barrel.    They  were  not 
more  than  five  yards  distant  from 
each  other,  when  they  turned  about, 
and   Capuin  Clarke  fired   before 
Captain  Innis  had  levelled  his  pis- 
tol.    The  ball  took  effect  in  the 
breast,  of  which  wound   Captain 
Innis  expired  at  twelve  o'clock  the 
same  night. 

The  coi'oner's  jury  found  a  ver- 
dict of  wilful  murder  against  Cap- 
tain  Clarke,  on  which  he  was  ap- 
prehended, brought  to  trial  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  found  guilty,  and  sen- 
tenced to  death.  The  king,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  services,  and  the 
bravery  he  displayed  in  fighting  hu 


ship  under  Admiral  Rnowles,  was 
pleased  to  grant  him  a  free  pardon. 
There  were  other  circumstances 
in  this  unfortunate  rencontre  which 
were  favorable  to  Captain  Clarke  ; 
his  firing  on  turning  round,  and 
the  fact  of  his  pistol  being  larger 
than  that  of  Captain  Innis  not 
being  deemed  unfair  by  the  sangui- 
nary rules  of  duelling,  since  Cap- 
tain Innis  might  have  provided  him- 
self with  a  large  pair,  bad  he 
pleased.  But  what  pleaded  power, 
fully  in  his  behalf  was  the  expres- 
sion of  the  dying  man,  who  ac- 
quitted and  foigavo  him.  When  a 
soldier  seized  Capain  Claike,  the 
former  asked  the  wounded  man 
what  he  should  do  with  him,  to 
which  he  faintly  answered,  ^Set 
bim  at  liberty,  for  what  he  ho  done 
was  my  own  seeking.' 

On  the  1st  of  June,  I7M)  being 
the  last  day  of  the  sessions  of  the 
Old  Bailey,  Captain  Clarke,  among 
the  other  convicts,  was  brought  up 
to  receive  sentence  of  death,  when 
he  pleaded  his  majesty's  pardon^ 
which  had  been  then  lately  sent 
him,  and  which  being  recorded,  he 
was  discharged. 

From  the  necessity  of  the  esteem 
of  others  have  arisen  single  combats. 
They  are  thought  to  have  been  an* 
known  to  the  ancients,  perhaps 
because  they  did  not  assemble  in 
their  temples,  in  their  theatres,  or 
with  their  friends,  suspiciooaly 
armed  with  swords  ;  and,  perhapi, 
because  single  combats  were  a  com- 
mon spectacle  eihibited  to  the 
people  by  gladiators,  who  were 
slaves,  and  whom  freemen  disdainad 
to  imitate. 

In  vain  have  the  laws  eadeaTorid 
to  abolish  this  custom  by  pnniihif 
the  offenders  with  death.  A 
of  honour,  deprived  of  the 
of  others,  foreset*8  that  he  must  be 
reduced  either  to  a  solitary  exist* 
ence,  insupportable    to    a 
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CTMtttre,  or  become  the  object  of  crime  is  to  punish  the  aggressor  ; 

perpetual  insnlt;  considerations suf.  that  is,  the  person  who  gaTe  occa. 

cient  to  oTercome  the  fear  of  death,  sion  to  the  duel ;  and  to  acquit  him 

It  may  not  be  without  its  use  to  .who,  without  anj  fault  on  his  tide, 

repeat  here  what  has  been  men.  is  obliged  to  defend  that  which  is 

tioned  by  other  writers,  viz.  that  not  sufficiently  secured  to  him  by 

the  best  method  of  preventing  this  the  laws. 


MARGARET  HARVEY, 

EXECUTED  FOR  PRIVATELY  STEAKIIfG. 

Mrs.  Hartey  was  a  native  of  viiit,  in  company  with  several  other 
the  city  of  Dublin,  and  descended  women,  and  complaining  of  the 
from  parents  of  reputation,  by  cruelty  of  her  husband,  they  re. 
whom  she  was  educated  in  a  very  commended  her  to  avenge  herself 
decent  manner.  She  married  the  by  quitting  him,  and  putting  her. 
Talet  oi  a  nobleman  when  she  was  self  under  the  protection  of  a  gen- 
only  sixteen  years  of  age ;  and  her  tleman  who  knew  her  situation, 
bDsband,  soon  afterwards  procuring  pitied  her  case,  and  would  be  proud 
a  lientenant's  commission  on  board  to  become  her  benefactor, 
a  man  of  war,  sailed  in  the  service  Fatally  for  her  repose,  she  list, 
of  his  country.  ened  to  this  advice,  and  went  to 

Retoming  after  an  absence  of  six  live  with  the  stranger;  on  whicb 

moBths,  he  became  extremely  jea-  her  husband  left  Dublin,  and  set 

loos  of  his  wife;  but  we  have  no  out  for  London. 
aoooant  that  he  had  then  any  cause        The  man  who  had  thus  been  the 

for  locfa  jealousy.     Be  this  as  it  indirect  means  of  seducing  her  from 

mayy  he  treated  her  with  such  se«  herduty  soon  grew  tired  of  her  com. 

verity  thmt  she  left  him,  in  appre-  pany,  and  quitted  her,  leaving  her 

heBskm  that  her  life  was  in  danger,  in  circumstances  of  utter  distress. 


of  her  relations  afforded  In  this  dilemma  she  determined 

her  fveaent  support;    but,  when  to  go  in  search  of  her  husband) 

therf  began  to  think  her  trouble,  and  solicit  his  forgiveness ;   andy 

MMM|  she   went  to  her   parents,  with  this  view^  sailed  for  England, 

who  leoeived  her  with  the  utmost  and  travelled  to  London ;  but  her 

afectioR  :  but  her  husband  had  art  inquiries  after  him  proving  fruits 

caovgh  to  persuade  her  father  that  less,  she  went  into  service  in  Mary, 

she  had  no  good  cause  to  have  left  lebone  Street,  and  remained  about 

;   on   which  the  old  man  in.  four  months  in  that  station. 


on  her  returning  to  her  duty  When  the  fireworks  were  exhi. 

■s  a  wife.  bitcd  in  St.  James's  Park,  on  oc 

When  the  was  again  at  home  casion  of  the  peace  with  France, 

vilh  htm  he  treated   her  no   less  she  was  permitted  to  go  and  see  the 

craelly  than  heretofore ;  and,  on  a  extraordinary  sight ;  and,  while  she 

fttticnlar  occasion,   without  any  was  a  spectator  of  that  magnificent 

pRfioos  quarrel,  he  cut  her  on  the  show,  some  women  and  seamen  en. 

aiBi  nnd  head  with  a  hanger,  so  tered  into  conversation  with  her ; 

ttat  ibe  carried  the  marks  to  the  and,  going  to  a  public  bouse,  they 

pwn ;   yet  still  she  continued  to  spent  the  night  and  following  day 

late  him  with  unabating  affection,  in  intemperance. 

At  Inngth,  when  she  was  on  a  *  Ashamed  now  to  return  to  her 
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•eiTice,  she  took  ft  lodging  in  St. 
Giles's,  and,  becoming  acquainted 
with  some  women  of  ill  fame,  who 
weresnpported  by  sailors  that  Tisited. 
them,  she  soon  became  as  abandoned 
in  manners  as  her.  associates. 

Some  Irish  seamen  being  ac- 
quainted  with  her,  she  went  with 
them  to  Wapping;  and,  hating 
drank  Terj  freely,  she  was  met  on 
her  return  home  by  a  gentleman, 
who  took  her  to  a  tavern,  where 
she  found  means  to  rob  him  of  his 
gold  watch ;  bat,  being  taken  into 
castody  that  night,  she  was  lodged 
io  the  Round-house,  and  committed 
to  Newgate  the  following  day. 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey  sessions,  she  was  capitally 
convicted;  but,  pleading  that  she 
was  with  child,  she  was  respited 
till  the  year  17VI0,  when  sentence 
of  death  was  passed  on  her. 


Wh'de  in  this  distressed  sitnatkm, 
she  acknowledged  that  she  should 
not  have  pleaded  being  with  child, 
but  that  she  had  hopes  of  obtaining 
a  pardon  on  condition  of  trans- 
portation ;  and  on  the  arrtnd  of 
the  warrant  for  her  execntioR  she 
wrung  her  hands,  cried  exceed, 
ingly,  and  lamented  the  misfortunes 
which  first  induced  her  to  come  to 
London. 

On  the  morning  of  her  execution 
she  was  visited  by  some  of  her 
countrywomen,  who,  having' pri- 
vately brought  in  some  brandy,  in. 
duced  her  to  drink  such  a  quantity 
of  it,  that  she  died  in  an  absolute 
state  of  intoxication ;  though  be- 
fore  this  circumstance  she  bad  ex- 
hibited every  real  sign  of  penitence 
and  contrition. 

She  was  executed  at  Tybam  on 
the  6th  of  July,  1750. 


JAMES  COOPER, 

KXECUTBD  FOR  MURDER. 


Tuis  man  was  the  son  of  a 
butcher  at  Lexton,  in  Essex;  and 
his  father,  who  had  wholly  ne- 
glected his  education,  employed 
hia  in  his  own  business  when  he 
was  only  ten  years  of  age.  Having 
lived  with  his  father  till  he  was 
twenty-two,  he  then  married,  and 
opened  a  shop  at  Colchester,  where 
he  dealt  largely  as  a  butcher,  and 
likewise  became  a  cattle-jobber. 

At  the  end  of  thirteen  years, 
Cooper,  through  neglect,  found  his 
losses  so  considerable  that  he  could 
no  longer  carry  on  business ;  and, 
one  of  his  creditors  arresting  him,  he 
was  thrown  into  the  King's- Bench 
prison ;  bnt,  as  his  wife  still  carried 
on  trade,  he  was  enabled  to  pur- 
chase  the  rules.    Soon  after  this. 


the  marshal  of  the  Ring's  Bench 
dying,  he  was  obliged  to  pay  for 
the  rules  a  second  time. 

He  now  sued  for  an  allowance  of 
the  groats;*  and  they  were  pahl 
him  for  about  a  year,  when, 
through  neglect  of  payment,  he  got 
out  of  prison,  and  took  a  shop  in 
the  Mint,  Southwark,  where  he 
carried  on  his  business  with  some 
success,  his  wife  maintaining  the 
family  in  the  country. 

At  length  he  was  arrested  by 
another  creditor,  and  waited  two 
years  for  the  benefit  of  an  act  of 
insolvency.  On  his  going  to  Guild- 
ford, to  take  the  benefit  of  the  act, 
he  found  that  the  marshal  had  not 
inserts  his  name  In  the  list  with 
those  of  the  other  prisonen ;  nnd^ 


*  By  23d  George  IT.  debtors,  after  being  a  certain  time  in  prison,  might  claim  the  be- 
neiit  tkerein  imposed  upon  the  plaintiff  in  the  sait  on  which  they  were  confined ;  benf 
foorpence  per  day  ;  and  in  defaalt  of  any  one  weekly  instalment  they  were  entitled  to 
jheir  diKharge ;  but  the  expense  of  mof  ing  the  Court  to  this  end  was  generally  too  great 
for  the  prisoner  to  bear. 
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htLwlnfi  informed  his  creditor  of 
this  circomsUnce,  the  marshal  was 
obliged  to  pay  debt  and  costs,  the 
debtor  was  discharged,  and  the  mar- 
shal fiued  one  hundred  pounds  for 
his  neglect. 

Cooper  haTing  now  obtained  his 
liberty,  and  his  wife  dying  about 
the  same  time,  and  leaving  four 
children,  he  sent  for  them  to  Lon- 
don;  and,  not  long  afterwards, 
BMirried  a  widow,  who  had  an  equal 
number  of  children. 

He  now,  unfortunately,  got  ac- 
quainted with  Duncalf  and  Burrell, 
the  former  a  notorious  thief,  and 
the  latter  a  soldier  in  the  guards ; 
and  ihete  men  advising  him  to  com. 
nence  robber,  he  fatally  complied 
with  their  solicitations ;  and  the 
following  is  an  account  of  a  num- 
ber of  robberies  which  they  com- 
mitted. 

Between  Stockwcll  and  Clapham 
they  overtook  two  men,  one  of 
whom,  speaking  of  the  probability 
of  being  attacked  by  footpads, 
drew  a  knife,  and  swore  he  would 
kill  any  man  who  should  presume 
to  molest  them.  The  parties  all 
draak  together  on  (he  road,  and 
then  iMoceedcd  towards  i^ondon, 
when  Cooper  threw  down  the  man 
who  waf  armed  with  the  knife,  and 
look  it  from  him,  and  then  robbed 
him  and  his  acquaintance  of  a  watch, 
aboat  twenty  shillings,  and  their 
handkerchiefs. 

Their  next  robbery  was  on  Mr. 
Jaiaea,  a  tailor,  whom  they  stopped 
on  the  road  to  Dulwich,  and  took 
ffooa  him  his  watch  and  money. 
He  gave  an  immediate  alarm,  which 
eecaslofied  a  pursuit;  but  the  thieves 
effected  their  escape.  Two  of  the 
three  robbers  wearing  soldiers' 
ckMhes,  Mr.  James  presumed  that 
Ifcej  were  of  the  guards ;  and, 
leing  to  the  Parade  in  St.  James's 
parky  he  fixed  on  two  soldior^as 
the  parties  who  had  robbed  him. 


As  it  happened  that  these  men 
had  been  to  Dulwich  about  the 
time  that  the  robbery  had  been 
committed,  they  were  sent  to  pri- 
son, and  brought  (o  trial ;  but  were 
acquitted. 

The  accomplices  in  iniquity  being 
in  waiting  for*prey  near  Bromley, 
Duncalf  saw  a  gentleman  riding 
along  the  road ;  and,  kneeling 
down,  ho  seized  the  bridle,  and 
obliged  him  to  quit  his  horse,  when 
the  others  robbed  him  of  his  watch 
and  two  guineas  and  a  half. 

Meeting  soon  afterwards  with  a 
man  and  woman  on  one  horse,  near 
Farn borough,  in  Kenf,  they  order- 
ed them  to  quit  the  horse,  robbed 
them  of  near  forty  shillings,  and 
then  permitted  them  to  pursue  their 
journey.  Soon  after  the  commis- 
sion of  this  robbery  they  heard  the 
Toices  of  a  number  of  people  who 
were  in  pursuit  of  them :  on  which 
Cooper  turned  about,  and  they 
passed  him,  but  seized  on  Burrell, 
one  of  them  exclaiming  ^  This  is 
one  of  the  rogues  that  just  robbed 
my  brother  and  sister !' 

On  this  Burrell  fired  a  pistol  into 
the  air,  to  intimidate  the  pursuers, 
among  whom  were  two  soldiers, 
whom  Duncalf  and  Cooper  encoun- 
tering at  this  instant,  one  of  them 
was  so  dangerously  wounded  by  his 
own  sworil,  which  Duncalf  wrested 
from  his  hand,  that  he  was  sent  as 
an  invalid  to  Chelsea,  where  he 
finished  his  life. 

The  brother  of  the  parties  rob- 
bed, and  a  countryman,  contested 
the  matter  with  the  thieves,  till  the 
former  was  thrown  on  the  ground, 
where  Burrell  beat  him  so  violently 
that  ho  died  on  the  spot.  The 
robbers  now  took  their  way  to 
London,  where  they  arrived  with- 
out being  pursued. 

Cooper  and  Duncalf,  the  latter 
being  provided  with  a  bag,  went 
once  to  a  farm-house,  and  stole  all 
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the  TonU  that  were  at  roost ;  mid 
Dancalf  saying,  ''  The  fint  man  we 
meet  mait  buj  my  chkkcni,'  Ihcy 
hul  not  Iniiclled  far  before  they 
met  with  a.  man  nhom  tliry  askrJ 
to  buy  the  fowlj.  lli:  said  he  did 
not  want  any  ;  but  Ihi^y  si-izcd  his 
horH'i  bridle,  knocked  him  down, 
and  rubbed  bim  of  above  twelrc 
pounds,  with  hit  hat  and  wig, 
watch  and  great  coat. 

On  one  of  their  walks  towards 
Camberwrll  ihuy  net  a  man  of  for- 
tune, named  EMiah,  whoic  serfant 
wa)  lighting  him  home  from  a  club. 
Putting  pisloli  (o  (he  gentlcroan'ii 
breast,  his  scrrant attempted  (ode. 
fend  him  ;  on  which  they  kriuckcd 
bim  down  with  a  bludgeon  ;  and 
(he  master  slill  heiilating  to  delirer, 
tbey  threw  him  on  ihe  ground,  and 
robbed  bim  of  his  money,  watch, 
and  other  articles  ;  and,  tying  him 
uidbisserTOnt  back  loback,  threw 
them  into  a  ditch,  where  they  lay 
in  a  helpless  manner  till  a  casual 
pauoDgcr  released  them  from  their 
disagreeable  situation. 

The  Tilldins  now  returned  to. 
wards  London.  In  their  way,  meet, 
ing  a  man  with  a  sack  of  jtnit'n 
lenison,  they  rubbed  him  of  his 
groat  coat  and  Ihirty-aii  shillings ; 
and,  a  few  nights  afterwards,  they 
robbed  a  man  of  a  few  shillings  on 
the  Hammersmith  road,  and  de- 
stroyed a  lantern  which  he  carried, 
that  he  should  not  be  able  to  make 
any  pursuit  after  them. 

On  their  return  home  Ibey  met  a 
man  on  horseback,  whom  they 
would  bate  robbed;  but,  turning 
his  horse  suddenly,  he  rodo  to 
Kensington  turnpike,  and  gave  an 
alarm,  while  the  thietes  got  through 
a  hedge,  and  concealed  themBcUes 
in  a  field.  In  the  interim,  the  man 
they  had  robbed  of  a  few  shillings 
brought  a  number  of  people  to  take 
the  thieves  ;  but,  not  finding  them, 
though  within  their  bearing,    (he 


nan  went  towards  his  home  alone  ; 
but  the  rogues,  piiriuing  him,  took 
a  stick  from  him,  and  beat  him  *<- 
»crely  for  attempting  to  raise  the 
country  on  Ihttro. 

Ininiedialely  afterwards  they 
hastened  lowardu  Uromptun,  and 
stopped  a  gentleman,  whom  they 
robbed  of  his  watch  and  money. 
The  gentleman  had  a  dog,  which 
flew  at  the  thieTes;  but  Cooper, 
coaxing  the  animal  into  good  hu. 
mour,  immediately  killed  bim. 

Their  next  eipedition  was  to 
Pflddington,  where  they  concealed 
thcmselTCs  behind  a  hcdgi-,  till,  ob. 
seriing  two  persons  un  horseback, 
they  robbed  ihcm  of  their  watclte!, 
great  coats,  and  twelve  guineas ; 
and  though  an  immediate  alarm  was 
giren,  and  many  persons  purtued 
them,  they  escaped  o*er  the  fields 
as  far  as  Hampstead  Heath,  and 
came  from  thence  to  Londoo. 

Soon  afterwards  they  stopped  a 
gentleman  between  Kingsland  and 
Stoke  Ncwington,  who  whipped 
Duncatf  so  that  he  must  have 
yielded,  but  that  Cooper  at  the  in- 
itunl  itrurk  the  gentleman  to  the 
ground.  They  then  rubbed  him  of 
aboTc  >cTentcen  pounds,  and,  lying 
his  hands  behind  him,  threw  him 
OTei  a  hedge,  in  which  situation  he 
remained  till  some  milkmen  relietcd 
him  on  Ihe  following  morning. 

Meeting  a  man  between  Knights- 
bridge  and  Grompton,  who  had  a 
shoulder  of  Teal  with  him,  (hey  de> 
manded  his  money  ;  instead  of  de- 
livering which,  (be  man  knocked 
Cooper  down  three  times  with  his 
Teal:  but  the  Tillaint>,  getting  the 
advantage,  robbed  the  man  of  hit 
hat  and  meat,  but  could  find  no 
money  in  his  possession. 

Cooper  beingincensed  againsttbo 
person  who  had  first  arrested  him, 
whowasMrs.  Pearson,  of  Hill  Farm, 
in  Essex,  determined  to  rob  heri 
on  vrhich  he  and  his  accomplitn~ 
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went  to  the  place,  and,  learning 
that  she  was  oo  a  fiiiti  waited  till 
her  return  at  night;  when  they 
stopped  her  and  her  servant,  and 
robbed  them  of  eight  gaincas. 

On  the  following  day  Mrs.  Fear- 
aon  went  to  a  magistrate,  and 
charged  a  person  named  Loader 
with  having  committed  the  rob* 
beiy;  bot  it  appearing  that  this 
man  was  a  prisoner  for  debt  at  the 
time,  the  charge  necessarily  fell  to 
the  gronnd. 

Cooper  and  his  associates  meet- 
ing a  fSarmer,  named  Jackson,  in  a 
lane  near  Croydon,  heviulcntly  op. 
posed  them :  on  which  they  knocked 
him  down,  and,  dragii^ing  him  into 
a  lield,  robt>ed  him  of  his  watch 
and  money,  tied  him  to  a  tree,  and 
toraed  his  horse  loose  on  a  com- 
mon. 

For  this  robbery  two  farriers, 
named  Shelton  and  Kellec,  were 
apprehended ;  and,  being  tried  at 
the  next  assizes  for  Surrey,  the  lat- 
ter was  acquitted,  but  the  former 
was  conficted  on  the  positive  oath 
of  the  person  robbed,  and  sutfcrcd 
death. 

The  three  accomplices,  being  out 
on  the  road  near  Dulwich,  met  two 
gentlemen  on  horseback,  one  of 
whoa  got  from  them  by  the  good- 
ness of  his  horse ;  and  the  other  at- 
tempted to  do  so,  but  was  knocked 
do*  a,  and  robbed  of  his  watch  and 
Bonej.  In  the  interim,  the  party 
who  had  rode  off,  whose  name 
was  Saxby,  fastened  his  hor»e  to 
a  gate,  and  came  back  to  relieve 
hit  friend:  but  the  robbers  first 
knocked  him  down,  and  then  shot 


Baring  stripped  him  of  what  mo- 
ney he  had,  they  hastened  towards 
Loadon :  but  a  susj)icion  arising 
that  Duncalf  was  concerned  in  this 
vsbbery  and  morder,  he  was  taken 
iito  cnstody  on  the  following  day ; 
uid|  Cooper  being  taken  up  on  his 


information,  Burrell  surrendered, 
and  was  admitted  an  eridence  for 
the  crown. 

William  Duncalf  was  a  natirc  of 
Ireland,  and  had  received  a  decent 
education.  He  was  apprenticed  to 
a  miller,  who  would  not  keep  him 
on  account  of  his  knavish  disposi- 
tion ;  and,  being  unable  to  procure 
employment  in  Ireland,  he  came  to 
Ijondon,  where  he  officiated  as  a 
porter  on  the  quays. 

Extravagant  in  his  expenses,  and 
abandoned  in  principle,  he  com- 
menced smuggler :  but,  being  taken 
into  custody  by  the  custom-house 
officers,  he  gave  information  against 
some  other  smugglers;  by  which 
he  procured  his  discharge,  and  was 
himself  made  a  custom-house  officer. 

A  variety  of  complaints  respect- 
ing the  neglect  of  his  duty  having 
been  preferred  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  customs,  he  was  dismissed, 
and  once  more  commenced  smuggler. 
Among  his  other  offences,  he  al. 
legcd  a  crime  against  a  custom- 
house officer,  who  was  transported 
in  consequence  of  DoncalPs  per- 
jured testimony. 

Wc  have  already  recounted  many 
of  his  notorious  crimes,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  bis  accomplices  above 
mentioned :  but  he  did  not  live  to 
suffer  the  punishment  that  he  me- 
rited ;  for  he  had  not  been  long  in 
prison  before  the  flesh  rotted  from 
bis  bones,  and  he  died  a  dreadful 
monument  of  the  Divine  Tengeance, 
though  not  before  be  had  acknow- 
ledged the  number  a'nd  enormity  of 
his  crimes. 

Cooper  frequently  expressed  him- 
self in  terms  of  regret  that  a  villain 
so  abandoned  as  Burrell  should 
escape  the  hands  of  justice.  In 
other  rcipects  his  behaviour  was 
very  resigned,  and  becoming  his 
unhappy  situation.  He  acknow- 
ledged that  ho  had  frcquentJy  deK* 
berated  with  Burrell  ou   the  In* 
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tended  naider  of  Doncalf,  lest  ke 
slKMild  becoaie  mn  evidence  Mgumtlt 
tlMB:  bat  he  now  profeaed  bb 
kappincH  that  thb  marder  had  not 
baaa  added  to  the  black  catalagae 
of  bif  criaies* 

When  brooght  to  trial  he  pleaded 
gailty,  and  eoaifcsMd  all  thedfcaa* 
staaoet  of  the  aarder ;  and,  aflcr 
sealenee  was  passed  against  hnn^ 
appealed  to  be  a  siaccte  penitent 
for  the  eiTon  of  his  past  life. 

Being  Tinted  by  adergynMuiand 
his  inn,  who  had  known  his  in  his 
betflrr  dajs,  he  was  qocstioncd  re. 
specting  the  roblierj  of  Aln.  Pear, 
son,  which  he  denied  ;  bat  he  hod 
done  so  thaa  he  was 
with  the  atnrast  remorse  of 
which  the  gaoler  attribatcd 
to  the  dread  of  iMtng  hang  in 
chains;  and,  qoestionii^  him  oo 
this  sabfect,  he  said  that  he  was  in. 
diiiefcnt  abont  the  disposal  of  his 
bodj,  bnt  wished  to  conuaanicate 
sonMtfdng  to  the  clergjman  who 
attended  him;  and,  when  he  had 
an  opportanitj,  confessed  that  his 
aiwfc  from  the  comci. 
of  hafing  denied  the  roll. 


bery  of  Mis.  P^rMm,  of  which  he 
was  ffeallj  gailtjr. 

Cooper  safered  on  Kennington 
Coauaon,  Aagnst  tS,  I75a 

Few  oflenden  co«nut  snch  a 
namber  of  cruses  as  this  nwn  did 
iKfore  thej  ate  called  to  answer 
for  thcns  at  the  aost  awfal  tribn- 
naL  From  his  iste  weanjrioam 
that  a  continnanoe  in  villainjr  is  so 
for  from  afbfding  secnritj,  that  it 
eiectaally  leads  to  rain. 

UabitsofTaceareaoteaiiiyAakea 
off;  and  those  of  wtrtne  are  aqaalljr 
apt  to  mnxa  with  ns.  VFhat  a 
icssoa  does  this  aibrd  for  the  prac- 
tice of  early  piety,  which  wiil  atsen. 
tially  inincsloe  all  oar  fatnsa  fifes  ! 

Rirmtii  shonM  fcnmnher  that 
an  odacation  strictly  rel^ioas  is 
the  best  foandation  for  their  chiU 
dien*$  fatare  condact  in  life. 

\TWi  Uni'd  emwpirs  do  «e  ind, 
Wr«  ui  tbr  waid  of  tnth* 

Of  ckJdm  iltti  boEoa  to  ■  ' 
Rrl^gjioo  in  thek  jootli! 


On  the  contraiy,  how  nsny  in- 
sUnccs  do  we  nwct  with,  in  which 
the  want  of  a  rrii&ioos  edncation  is 
productive  of  every  vice ! 


WILLIAM  SMITH, 

XXCCUTEO  FOR  rORCK&Y. 


lamLAJiD  gave  birth  to  this  aialcw 
fodor,  whose  fother  was  Rector  of 
RIbnore;  aad  who,  having  given 
a  tolerable  idea  of  the  learned 


at  MMse,  sent  urn  to 
Trinity  College,  Dablin.  to  inish 
his  edncation  ;  and  then  |iaced  him 
with  an  attorney  of  emineac^. 

His  fotber  dying  before  the  ex. 
fiialioa  of  his  clerkship,  he  aban- 
hif  pif  so  Bach  to  his  plea, 
that  he  was  indaced  to  ooou 
i  forgery  on  hb  vaster;  in 
of  which  he  rtceived  a 
sam  :  bat,  bring  afraid 
he  resolved  to  qaithb 
€ic  coantrr. 


Uereapcn  he  entered  as  captain's 
clerk  on  board  a  man  of  war,  and 
behaved  with  propriety  tfll  aboat 
the  time  that  the  ship  was  paid  oflfy 
when  he  took  to  the  daagerow 
practice  of  forging  seamen's  tidLets : 
fur  the  captaia  employing  him  to 
make  oat  tickets  for  the  nwn,  he 
made  several  of  them  payable  to 
himself,  and  disposed  of  thcas  for 
above  a  handred  ponnds,  and  like, 
wise  secreted  alioat  a  hambcd 
poands  more,  which  were  dne  for 
wages  to  the  seasMs,  and  stole  a 
sam  of  auMcy  belonging  to  the 
sargeon*s  mate ;  with  all  which  he 
dc«ampcd. 
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Itcpairing  to  Londun,  he  [uok 
th«  name  of  Dawson,  anil  aurteil 
9umc  time  as  clerk  to  an  attorney  ; 
bat  hU  employer  going  iiila  the 
country,  and  Smith  knowing  that 
be  had  ca|iilal  t:oniiexions  in  Ire- 
land, he  furged  a  Idler  in  his  name 
on  A  merchant  in  Oubtin,  for  one 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  and, 
floing  OTtr  with  it  himdelf,  rcceiied 
the  sum  demanded,  partly  in  cash, 
and  parlly  in  bank-notci :  on  which 
ho  look  hii  passage  to  England, 
and  TcceWed  tlic  amount  of  the 
notes  in  London. 

Ilia  apiwarance  in  the  capital 
now  becoming  tery  dangerous,  he 
itrulfed  about  the  country  till  he 
traa  aloiott  reduced  to  pOTerty, 
«hcn  ho  again  went  tn  Ircliiml, 
wb^re  he  forgcil  an  order  for  ihc 
jwyment  of  one  hundred  and 


Enty.faur  poundi  nineteen  «hil- 
linafi,  which  he  rcccircd,  and 
brought  In  England,  though  a 
King's  Bench  warrant  was  isiucd 
for  his  apprehension  in  Ireland, 
and  he  was    likewise  indicted   in 


year  in  England;  when,  being  re. 
duced  to  poTGrty,  he  was  met  by  a 
genll«maa  who  knew  him,  who, 
Tcmarkiag  on  the  meauncst  of  his 
appearance,  seemed  lurpriied  that, 
with  tits  abilities,  he  should  be 
ileililDte  of  the  cunrenieners  of 
life. 

Smith  told  a  deplorable  talc  of 
ponrly  ;  said  that  he  was  in  a  bad 
■late  of  health,  and  unablu  to  tisit 
hia  (riends  in  hi)  prcienl  bituaiion  ; 
on  which  the  gentleman  dolhed  him 
drcently,  gaTV  him  money,  and  ro> 
coBncndcd  him  to  a  physician, 
ohote  skill  restored  him  to  health 
in  ■  short  lime. 

That  rctuitatcd  for  the  pmcnf 
tt  foritme  and  conslitulioo,  he  au 


longer  fisited  hia  benefactors,  anil 
was  soon  reduced  to  his  formur 
stale  of  distrcs). 

His  friend  again  meeting  him,  in 
the  usual  >rrctched  plight,  asked 
hiin  the  occasion  of  it ;  on  which 
he  said  that,  being  indebted  for 
lodging,  he  was  obliged  to  sell  his 
clothes ;  and  that  he  did  not  call 
to  thank  the  physician  because  his 
appearance  was  so  exceedingly  ab- 

llcreupon  his  friend  once  more 
supplied  him  with  clothes ;  on  which 
he  went  to  see  the  physician,  who 
desired  him  lorcposuhimieirawbilc, 
and  conterscd  with  hioi  In  the  most 
sociable  way.  Smith,  arising,  as  it 
to  depart,  presented  a  pistol  lo  the 
doctor's  face,  and  threatened  his 
destruction  if  ho  did  not  instantly 
give  him  Htc  guineas  :  but  the  other, 
with  great  inditfcrenco,  told  him 
that  he  was  an  old  man,  not  afraid 
of  death  :  that  he  might  act  as  he 
thought  proper ;  but  that,  if  he  par. 
petraled  his  design,  the  report  of 
the  pistol  would  infallibly  be  heard 
by  his  servants  ;  and  that  liii;  cooae- 
ijuence  would  prove  fatal  to  hini- 

scir. 

Having  said  this,  the  gentleman 
refused  to  deliver  the  money  ile. 
mandeil ;  on  which  Smith  was  so 
lernfied,  that  he  dropped  on  his 
knees,  wept  with  apparent  concern 
for  his  offence,  and  Legged  pardon 
with  such  appearance  of  sincerity, 
that  the  physician's  humauily  was 
excited,  and  he  K'*e  him  three  gui- 
nea), with  hi)  best  advice  for  tho 
reformation  of  his  conduct. 

Nut  long  after  this  Smith  casually 
mot  an  acquahitance  named  Weeks, 
who,  slopping  at  a  shop  to  rocoivc 
forly.five  pounds  fur  a  billot  ux. 
change,  was  paid  only  ten  pounds 
in  part,  being  deitred  to  call  for  Ihc 
rest  uii  a  future  day.  Smith,  having 
witocascd  what  passed,  turgcd  Mr. 
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Weeks'  nane  to  a  receipt  for  the 
remaining  thirty-fite  pounds,  which 
he  receifed,  and  embarkeilfor  Uol. 
land  before  the  Tillainy  was  dis- 
oofared. 

Tlie  next  ofience  this  malefictor 
committed,  or  rather  intended  to 
commit,  afforded  the  immediate  oc 
easion  of  his  being  broaght  to  jus- 
tioe.  Going  to  the  seat  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Walpole,  near  Windsor,  and 
demanding  to  see  him,  he  told  hia 
he  had  a  bond  from  Sir  Edward  to 
a  person  named  Patcrson,  who 
beiog  in  distressed  circumstances, 
he  (Smith)  was  commissioned  to 
deliver  the  bond  on  a  trifling  con. 
sideration :  but  Sir  Edward,  ki>ow. 
ing  that  no  such  bond  subsisted, 
i^ed  the  Tillain,  and  committed 
him  to  the  care  of  his  serrants,  who 
conducted  him  before  a  magistrate, 
bjT  whom  he  was  committed  to 
prison  at  Reading. 

He  was  examined  by  different 
joitices  of  the  peace  on  four  suc- 
cessire  days :  but  all  that  he  con. 
fesied  was,  that  ho  was  bom  at 
AndoTer.  This,  howerer,  could 
not  be  credited,  as  the  tone  of  his 
Toice  testified  that  he  was  a  native 
of  Ireland  ;  on  which  he  was  com. 
mitted  to  the  gaol  at  Reading  for 
farther  examination. 

Smith's  transactions  having  rco- 
dercd  him  the  subject  of  public  con. 
fwrsation,  a  saspicion  arose  that  he 
(though  then  unknown)  was  the 
party  who  had  defrauded  Mr. 
Weeks;  on  which  notice  of  the 
affair  was  sent  to  I^ndon ;  and 
Mr.  Weeks,  going  to  Reading, 
knew  hin  to  l>e  the  person  who 
had  forged  the  receipt  in  his  name. 

Hereupon  he  was  removed  to 
Newgate,  and  the  next  sessions  at 


the  Old  Bailey  was  capitally  con- 
victed ;  and,  though  the  jury  recom. 
mended  him  to  mercy,  tbb  could 
not  be  obtained,  as  his  character 
was  notorious,  and  there  were  five 
indictments  aghast  him. 

From  the  time  of  his  commitment 
he  behaved  in  the  most  penitent 
manner,  expressing  the  utmost  con. 
ponction  for  the  crimes  of  which  he 
bad  been  gailty,  and  preparing  for 
death  with  every  sign  of  unfeigned 
repentance ;  though,  for  some  time, 
he  reflected  on  the  Honorable  Ed. 
ward  Walpole*  as  the  author  of 
his  destruction,  by  an  interception 
of  the  royal  mercy;  bat,  being 
assured  that  Sir  Edward  had  not 
interposed  to  injure  him,  he  took 
the  whole  blame  of  his  misfortunes 
on  himself. 

Ho  was  so  reduced  in  drcnro. 
stances  before  the  day  of  execution^ 
and  80  utterly  destitute  of  friends 
to  procure  him  a  decent  interment, 
that  he  was  induced  to  insert  the 
following  advertisement  in  the  news. 
papers : 

^  In  vain  has  mercy  tieen  en- 
treated ;  the  vengeance  of  Heaven 
has  overtaken  me;  I  bow  myself 
unrcpining  to  the  fatal  stroke. 
Thanks  to  my  all-gracious  Creator, 
thanks  to  my  most  mercifnl  Savioar, 
I  go  to  launch  into  the  aalathoni. 
able  gulf  of  eternity ! 

^  Oh,  my  poor  sonl  1  how 
strongly  dost  thou  hope  for  the 
completion  of  eternal  felicity !  Al- 
mighty Jehovah,  I  am  all  resigna- 
tion to  thy  blessed  will  i  louaaca. 
late  Jesus !  Oh,  send  somo  ninis. 
tering  angel  to  conduct  me  to  the 
bright  regions  of  oelestiai  happi. 
ness. 

<  As  to  my  corporeal  frame^  it  is 


*  This  lioQonble  geoUemao  was  bftsety  beset  by  a  gang  of  conspirators,  instigrtrd  hy 
one  John  Catbcr,  who,  while  he  received  Mr.  Waipole's  protection,  made  so  ill  a  ictorn 
as  to  be  turned  ont  of  bis  house ;  and  Smith  was  implicated  as  having  had  connezion 
with  thai  gang  of  villains. 
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I  onworlhj  of  material  ooticc  ;  but, 
^r  Ihe  lake  of  that  reputable  fi- 
kily  fram  ohom  I  imdMccniled,  [ 
wl  ntnia  from  aoxiiXy,  wSun 
Ibink  hui*  easily  thii  puur  body, 
I  my  rrieodlcsa  and  neccstiloua 
limliliOD,  may  fall  Intu  (hi:  pns- 
Iktion  of  the  surgeons,  and  pur- 
pttoaie  my  disgrace  beyond  the 
M'orily  of  (he  law.  'So  gruaC  an 
JMpoTerishmeD(  hai  my  long  uon. 
it  brought  upon  mc,  that  1 
Te  not  a  ihilling  left  for  fubsUl. 
ce,  much  less  for  (he  procuring 
a  decency  of  an  ink-rtnenl. 
*  Therefore,  1  do  raoti  fertenlly 
fDtreat  the  genecotity  of  Ihe  hu- 
^~Wne  and  charitably  compafMona(e 
0  afford  Die  «acli  a  con(ribiilioii  as 
ttj  be  tufficifnl  (o  protect  my  dcud 
MJy  from  indecency,  and  to  gifc 
IB  the  consoUtton  of  being  assured 
^^htt  my  poor  a«he«  «ball  bu  decenlly 
IbpOiiUd  within  the  limits  of  con. 
Mcratcd  ground. 

'The deprivation  of  lifeisatuRi. 
dint  puDivhment  for  my  crimes, 
Mn  in  the  rigorous  eye  of  uflended 
nticc :  after  death  sho  Las  per- 
litted  my  tcDiains  to  pa»B  wilhuut 
brlhcr  ignominy  ;  then  why  should 
Jihumkitily  lay  her  butchering 
tandi  on  an  inoiTentiTe  carca^^ 
Ah',  raibergjremethetalisraclion 
r  (iiJnIliDg  I  shall  return  to  my 
(rent  duit  within  the  confines  of 

*  TlioM  who  com|)a»ioiiate  my 
Iplonibic  aituniiun  are  dotircd  to 
nd  their  humane  contrihutions  lo 
in.  flrawning's,  next  door  to  the 
olden  Acorn,  in  Liltlo  Wild 
Erect;  uid  that  Hearen  may  re. 
ttrd  their  charitable  disposiiion  is 
le  dying  prayer  of  the  lost  and  un. 
ippy  '  WilliamSmitii.' 

When  brought  into  the  prcsi- 

snd  bound  with  a  hallcr,  he 

bukMtt.ud  prayed 


very  ilcfoutly,  ind,  acknowledging 
his  crimw,  said  he  diod  in  charity 
with  all  mankind,  and  hoped  for 
forgirencis  at  the  (treat  Iribnnal ; 
which,  in  the  tublirae  linci  of  (he 
poi-t,  he  thus  oddreued : 

'  Thir  I  will  ling,  AlBiahiv  Mikei!  Ihn, 
titbercfulll   Wbeih»lhir.uDg».i. 
Sliedi  lurili  bii  golden  bcniiM,  or  mIioi  U 

iiiglH 
Tlie  muon  uiiorili  bci  o'b.    lliou  xl   my 

.irnngih, 
Mj  lit?,  luy  glurj,  and  n;  lurc  dc(eaca; 
My  cmUb,  id>  dvlivpntncc,  luj  lio|>e; 
My   belter  hujw,  when   dieaci  ASlicUuu'i 


Wldew 


It  would  be  slrango  if  this  ad. 
dress,  ao  calculated  to  impress  the 
feeling  hojrt,  had  not  produced  the 
intended  efl'ect.  Mrs.  lliowning 
adrurlisetl  thut  the  subscriplions  of 
tliu  humane  were  sudicient  (o  aa> 
swvr  the  proposed  end. 

lie  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on 
the  3d  of  October,  1750. 

Forgery,  in  any  case,  it  a  crime 
of  great  magnitude:  but  the  for- 
geries of  this  man  were  aggraiatod 
by  being  cuiiimiltcd  to  the  preju> 
dice  of  his  best  benefaclors,  or  of 
Ihosu  who  were  little  able  to  lus. 
(ain  the  loss,  llis  ingrati(udo  wu 
Tcry  cKlraordinary :  let  ua  hope 
that  his  penitence  was  cquully  so; 
and  (ba(  the  readers  of  thii  work 
may  never  be  templed  (o  acts  of 
equal  ingratitude,  or  crimes  of 
equal  enoraiity. 

It  is  romarkablo  of  mauy  olTcnd- 
er«,  that  thi:/  Ukc  more  paini  lo 
perpetrate  their  villainiei  than  Ihey 
would  do  Id  support  themsi'lres  in 
the  most  reputable  manner.  This 
is  a  strung  argnmcol,  if  there  were 
no  other,  againitnclsaf  dishonoity ; 
but  there  is  no  person  who  ii  not 
devoid  of  common  ^ensc,  and  who 
has  a  proper  rogaril  to  hts  happi. 
U08I,  temporal  and  eternal,  but 
will  be  bunc&t  on  luperior  molivct. 
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AMY  HUTCHINSON, 

PURMT  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  HER  HUSBAND. 


The  Itle  of  Ely  gaTe  birth  to  this 
malefactor.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  parents  who  were  rather  in  low 
drcnmstaaces,  yet  contrived  to  keep 
her  at  school  till  she  was  twelve 


Unable  to  lo?e  the  man  she  had 
married,  she  doted  to  distraction  on 
him  she  had  lost ;  and,  only  a  few 
days  after  her  marriage,  admitted 
him  to  his  former  intimacy  with 


years  of  age ;  rightly  judging  that    her ;  a  circumstance  that  gare  full 
a  tolerable  education  u  frequently    scope  to  the  scandal-lo? ing  tongues 


the  groundwork  of  prudent  and 
dutiful  behafiour. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  she  was 
grown  a  fine  tall  girl;  at  which 
time  she  was  addressed  by  a  young 
man,  whose  lo?e  she  returned  with 
equal  affection.  Her  father,  being 
apprised  of  the  connexion,  strictly 
charged  hb  daughter  to  decline  it : 
bat  there  was  no  arguing  against 
love ;  the  connexion  continued  till 
it  became  criminal. 

The  yonng  fellow  beginning  to 
grow  tired  of  her,  though  he  had 
seduced  her  under  promise  of  mar- 


of  her  neighbours. 

Hutchinson  becoming  joaloas  of 
his  wife,  a  quarrel  ensued,  in  con. 
sequence  of  which  he  beat  her  with 
great  se? erity :  but  this  producing 
no  alteration  in  her  conduct,  he 
had  recourse  to  drinking,  with  a 
Tiew  to  a?oid  the  pain  of  reflection 
on  his  situation. 

In  the  interim  his  wife  and  the 
young  fellow  continued  their  guilty 
intercourse  uninterrui)ted ;  but,  con- 
sidering the  life  of  her  husband  as  a 
bar  to  their  happiness,  it  was  re- 
sol  fed  to  remote  him  by  poison ; 
riage,  declared  his  resolution  of  for  which  purpose  the  wife  pur- 
going  to  London,  but  said  that  he    chased  a  quantity  of  arsenic ;  and 


would  wed  her  on  his  return. 
Shocked  at  this  apparent  infidelity, 
she  determined  on  rc?cngc :  a  re- 
Tenge  that  proved  fatal  to  herself. 


Mr.  Hutchinson  being  afflicted  with 
an  ague,  and  wishing  for  something 
warm  to  drink,  the  wife  put  some 
arsenic  in  ale,  of  which  he  drank 


and  which  she  had  but  too  easy  a    tery  plentifully ;  and  then  she  left 
mc^od  of  carrying  into  execution,     him,  saying  she  would  go  and  buy 


The  former  loTer  had  no  sooner 
l^t  her  than  she  was  addressed  by 
a  yoang  man  named  John  Hntcbin- 
son ;  and,  though  he  had  been  al- 
ways  extremely  disagreeable  to  her, 
she  agreed  to  marry  him  the  very 
next  day  after  he  had  paid  her  a 
formal  Tlsit. 

The  consequence  was,  that  the 
■arriage  took  place  immediately ; 
but  ber  first  admirer  happening  to 
letam  from  London  just  as  the 
Bewly.wedded  pair  were  coming 
out  of  church,  the  bride  was  greatly 
•flfected  at  the  recollection  of  former 
■oenes,  and  the  irrefocabic  cere, 
■oay  which  had  now  passed. 


something  for  his  dinner. 

Meeting  her  to?er,  she  acquaint, 
ed  him  with  what  had  passed ;  on 
which  he  advised  her  to  buy  more 
poison,  fearing  the  first  might  not 
be  sufficient  to  operate;  but  its 
effects  were  too  fatal,  for  he  died 
about  dinner-time  on  the  same 
day. 

Her  mother  Tisiting  her  on  the 
day  that  the  unhappy  man  died,  and 
being  suspicious,  from  her  former 
conduct,  that  some  indirect  methods 
had  been  used  to  destroy  him,  she 
said  '  I  am  afraid  you  have  done 
something  to  your  husband  ;*  to 
which  Mrs.  Hutchinson  only  said 
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<  What  makes  you  think  so,  mo- 
thcr?' 

The  deceased  was  boned  oo  the 
following  Sunday,  and  the  next  day 
the  former  loTer  renewed  his  visits ; 
which  occasioning  the  neighbours 
to  talk  Tery  freely  of  the  affair, 
the  young  widow  was  taken  into 
custody  the  same  day  on  suspicion 
of  haTing  committed  the  murder. 

The  body  of  the  deceased  being 
now  taken  up,  the  coroner's  jury 
was  summoned,  and  the  Terdict 
they  gare  was,  ^  That  John  Hutch, 
inson  bad  died  by  poison:'  on 
which  the  woman  was  committed 
to  the  gaol  at  Ely* 

She  bMd  counsel  to  plead  for  her 
on  the  trial ;  but  tiie  e?idence 
against  her  being  such  as  satisfied 
the  jury,  she  was  convicted,  and 
ordered  for  execution. 

After  conviction,  she  confessed 
the  jostice  of  those  laws  by  which 
the  had  been  condemned.  She  was 
attended  by  a  clergyman,  to  whom 
she  acknowledged  the  magnitude  of 
her  crime,  and  professed  the  most 
unfeigned  penitence. 

Though  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  base  seducer  of  this  unfortunate 
woman  was  brought  to  punuhmont, 
yet  we  aie  sure  that  his  conscience 
haunted  him  with  stings  to  the  ?ery 
last  hoor  of  hb  guilty  life. 


Amy  Hutchinson  was  burnt  and 
strangled  at  Ely  on  the  7th  of  No- 
▼ember,  17M). 

The  miserable  woman^  wilUng  to 
make  atonement  for  her  crimes, 
left  a  written  paper  with  the  der. 
gyman  who  attended  her  in  her  last 
moments,  on  which  was  the  fol- 
lowing excellent  advice  to  her  own 


^  All  the  good  I  can  now  do, 
after  my  repentance  and  abhor, 
rence  of  my  abominable  crime,  and 
prayers  to  God,  is, 

^  First,  To  warn  all  young  wo- 
men  to  acquaint  thdr  friends  when 
any  addresses  are  made  to  them ; 
and,  above  all,  if  any  base  or  im- 
modest man  dare  to  insult  yon 
with  any  thing  shocking  to  ehaste 
ears. 

^  Secondly,  That  they  should 
never  leave  the  person  they  are  en- 
gaged to  in  a  pet,  nor  wed  another, 
to  whom  they  are  indififerent,  in 
spite;  for,  if  they  come  together 
without  affection,  the  smallest  mat- 
ter will  separate  them. 

«  Thirdly,  That,  being  married, 
all  persons  should  mutually  love, 
forgive,  and  forbear:  and  afford 
no  room  for  busy  meddlers  to  raise 
and  foment  jealousy  between  two 
who  should  be  one. 

<  (Signed)  Amy  Hutchinsom/ 


JOHN  VICARS, 

SXECUTEO  FOR  MURDEB. 


Tws  malefactor  was  the  son  of 
a  former  at  Doddington,  in  the  Isle 
of  Ely,  who  dying  in  the  infancy  of 
his  son,  the  mother  married  another 
husband,  who  paid  no  regard  to 
the  education  of  the  child. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was 
appreatiead  to  the  Eari  of  Leices- 
ter's gardener,  with  whom  he  served 
his  time,  and  afterwards  liTcd  with 
^  as  a  journeyman;  but  soon 
qnttcd  hie  itatkn,  in  consequence 


of  an  illicit  connexion  with  a  mar- 
ried woman,  whose  husband  to  wed 
rerenge  for  the  insult. 

After  this  he  lived  neariy  a  year 
with  Mr.  firidgman,  gardener,  at 
Kensington,  and  might  hare  con- 
tinned  longer ;  but,  having  a  pro- 
pensity to  the  life  of  a  sailor,  he 
entered  on  board  the  Exeter  man 
of  war. 

This  ship  being  soon  paid  off, 
Vicars  associated  himself  with  a 
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giiig  of  Suuez  smugglers,  in  con- 
sflqueece  of  which  he  was  appre- 
hended by  a  party  of  dragoons, 
oominittea  to  the  new  gaol,  South. 
wArky  and  brought  to  trial ;  but 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  ac 
quitted. 

After  this  he  worked  as  a  gar. 
droer  At  Chelsea,  with  Mr.  Millar, 
the  celebrated  botanist;  and  he 
likewise  worked  at  other  places 
rovad  the  country ;  but  his  attach, 
nent  to  women  was  such,  that  he 
was  compelled  to  leaTe  his  sertice 
more  than  once. 

Hating  serted  as  a  gardener  to 
maajr  gentlemen,  he  went  to  his 
BatiTO  place,  and  married;  but 
li?ed  unhappily  with  his  wife, 
whose  ill  state  of  health  helped  to 
sour  her  temper,  so  that  frequent 
quarrels  ensued.  Ha?ing  served  as 
a  dragoon  during  part  of  the  rebel- 
lion In  1745,  he  was  discharged, 
and  went  home;  but  his  wife  died 
within  a  year  after  hia  return. 

He  ooutinned  a  widower  about  a 
year,  in  which  time,  obeer? Ing  one 
Mary  Hainsworth  to  keep  a  great 
deal  of  company,  he  asked  her  one 
evening  if  they  were  all  her  sweet- 
hearts ;  she  replied.  No.  He  then 
offered  himself ,  met  with  great  en. 
couragement,  and  from  that  time 
seems  to  have  been  refused  no  fa. 
Tours.  fiut  he  had  no  intention  of 
marriage,  nor  did  he  promise  any 
such  thing.  They  continued  a  cri- 
minal familiarity  for  a  fortnight,  all 
which  time  she  pressed  him  to  marry 
her.  He  told  her  there  was  no  occa- 
sion for  her  to  be  in  such  a  hurry ; 
but  dM  replied  she  was  with  child ; 
and|  if  he  would  not  marry  her,  she 
would  get  a  warrant  and  force  him. 
He  said  he  should  not  care  to  be 
forced  to  do  any  thing  against  his 
will ;  on  which  she  repUed,  if  he 
would  not  marry  her  she  would 
oertaiBly  make  away  with  herself. 
He  then  kept  away  for  two  or 


three  nights,  to  see  how  she  would 
behaTC. 

In  the  mean  time  came  a  hack- 
ney-coachman to  the  town,  with 
whom  she  seemed  to  be  so  rery  much 
taken,  that  a  woman  who  worked 
in  his  garden  told  him  he  had  lost 
his  sweetheart  He  said  he  was 
glad  of  that  (thinking  he  had  got 
a  good  riddance) ;  but  he  waa  not 
so  fortunate;  for,  two  or  three 
nights  after  this,  the  coachman  left 
the  place ;  on  which  she  flung  her^. 
self  In  his  way,  and  he  was  so 
simple  as  to  renew  their  former  ac- 
quaintance, but  not  on  the  score  of 
marriage,  which  she  well  knew, 
and  agreed  readily  to  keep  him 
company ;  but,  after  two  or  three 
nights,  she  threatened  Ite  again 
with  a  warrant  if  he  would  not 
marry  her.  At  last  his  affectloiis 
growing  stronger,  on  her  repeated 
assurances  that  she  would  make  him 
a  careful  and  industrious  wife,  he 
unfortunately  married  her ;  but  not 
till  he  had  earnestly  desired  that, 
if  there  was  any  other  person  for 
whom  she  had  a  greater  reqieet 
than  himself,  she  would  consider  of 
it,  as,  when  once  married,  it  would 
be  too  late. 

Thb  unhappy  woman  had  learned 
the  glofePs  business,  which  she  foU 
lowed,  and  they  li? ed  rmj  loringly 
for  about  two  months;  but  after 
that  time,  according  to  hb  own 
statement,  words  frequently  arose 
between  them,  occasioned  by  her 
adhering  to  bad  adrioe  girea  her 
by  her  mother  and  others,  by  tooM 
of  whom,  she  owned  to  him,  she 
was  adfised  to  poboa  him.  Froui 
words  they  came  to  blows,  to  wUeh 
she  provoked  him,  though  he  eo» 
treated  her  to  forbear.  At  length 
she  went  away  from  him  to  live  iMt 
her  mother ;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  most  earnest  entreaties^  leftmed 
to  return. 

One  day,  geing  by  her  mother^ 
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house  with  some  frait,  and  seeing 
his  wife  there,  he  offered  her  Rome 
fruit,  and  forced  a  kiss  from  her, 
deiiring  to  be  reconciled.  Her  mo- 
ther  came  in,  and,  after  giving 
loose  to  her  tongue  in  a  virulent 
aatmer,  fell  to  beating  him,  swear- 
ing she  would  Itill  him,  and  adrising 
hn  wife,  who  had  a  knife  in  her 
hand,  to  stab  him,  which  she  en. 
deaTored  to  do;  but  he,  feeling 
something  against  his  bellj,  ran 
backwards  to  the  door,  and  fell 
upon  the  threshold,  with  the  old 
woman  upon  him:  he  rolled  her 
off,  and,  gettiog  up,  found  his 
thumb  cat,  a  hole  in  his  shirt,  and 
the  skin  raiBed;  then,  thinking 
himself  in  great  danger,  he  went 
home.  Bat  hb  mother-in-law  and 
wife  swore  the  peace  against 
and  had  a  warrant  to  take 
him  up.  Upon  April  24,  there- 
fore, to  prevent  their  serving  it,  he 
went  to  a  gentleman's  about  three 
■dies  from  Whittlesea,  to  beg  his 
advice,  which  was  to  make  a  bill  of 
uk  of  his  goods,  and  go  oflT.  He 
resalvrd  to  do  so,  and  came  back 
to  Whittlesea  about  six  o'clock  the 
ssme  evening.  By  the  way,  on 
seoBf  his  wife  iu  a  new  shop  which 
her  OMter  had  provided  for  her, 
his  heart  beat  with  love  for  her ; 
but  on  the  thooghts  of  her  obsti- 
MKj,  and  that  his  life  or  ruin  was 
what  they  aimed  at  by  laying  him 
ia  gaol,  his  resentment  got  the  bet. 
ter  of  hb  reason.  He  8tep|)cd  into 
the  shop  where  she  was  sitting  at 
work,  and,  placing  his  left  hand 
under  her  chin,  (he  apprehended  she 
thought  he  was  going  to  kiss  her, 
hecaase  the  seemed  to  smile,)  and, 
drawiag  hb  knife  out  of  his  pocket 
vrith  the  other,  he  made  an  attempt 
to  cat  her  throat,  but  was  prevented 
hy  tier  putting  her  hands  up  when 
fit  felt  the  knife.  He  then  placed 
^  point  of  the  knife  under  her 
bftnu*,  the  back  part  upward,  and 


stuck  it  downward  as  they  stick 
sheep.  She  once  cried  ^  Murder !' 
He  said,  ^  Molly,  'tis  now  too  late, 
you  should  have  been  ruled  In  time.' 

lie  then  ran  into  the  street  and 
called  out  for  somebody  to  take 
him  prisoner,  but  every  one  was 
afraid:  he  threatened  if  they  did 
not  he  would  do  more  mischief;  on 
which  one  Thomas  Boone  taking 
bold  of  his  arm,  he  surrendered 
himself ;  but  appeared  as  a  lunatic 
till  next  day,  when  he  was  very 
calm.  The  above  account  was 
signed  by  himself;  and,  It  being 
reported  that  he  had  committed 
more  murders,  he  further  desired 
that  might  be  explained  as  follows : 

While  he  was  gardener  to  R. 
Man,  Esq.  the  garden  was  often 
robbed;  on  which  hb  master  set 
him  to  watch  one  night,  armed  with 
a  gun  and  a  hanger,  and  fixed  a 
trap  at  the  supposed  place  of  en- 
trance.  The  thief  came,  and  soon 
saw  reason  to  run  off;  but  Vicars 
cut  him  in  the  leg  with  his  hanger ; 
besides  which  he  was  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  be  taken  in  the  trap, 
the  teeth  of  which,  reaching  about 
the  middle  of  his  body,  struck  into 
him ;  so  that  being  carried  before 
a  justice,  and  committed  to  Maid- 
stone gaol,  he  soon  after  died  of  hb 
wounds ;  <  but  this  I  apprehend' 
says  he,  ^  cannot  be  deemed  a  mur- 
der.' 

While  in  ))rison  he  said  that  he 
dearly  loved  his  wife ;  but  her  pro- 
vocations were  so  great  that  he 
could  not  let  her  live,  nor  live 
without  her,  he  having  first  in- 
tended  to  kill  himself  also.  He 
persisted  in  it  that  he  should  do  the 
same  again  on  like  provocation. 

Vicars  suffered  with  Amy  Hut- 
chinson at  Ely,  Nov.  7, 1760.  At 
the  place  of  eiecution  he  behaved 
very  penitently,praying  with  theroi- 
nister,  and  singing  the  Vlth  Psalm, 
which  he  chose,  and  joined  also 
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in  flutchinson'a  Psatm  (LL)  He 
ehook  hanili  hiUi  several,  and 
bowud  lo  the  comjiany,  affecting 
much  discouno,  nnd  rcllectiag  on 
Hereral  people  of  Whittlesea  by 
name ;  in  short,  the  conduct  uf  the 
man  was  inch,  otid  there  was  in  him 
inch  a  miktiire  of  penitence  and  un. 
concern,  that  len^iibie  people  were 
at  a  loss  bow  la  pronounce  ihdr 
opinion  about  him.  He  desired  (o 
sec  the  woman  first  dispatched ;  and 
accordingly,  her  face  and  hoods 
being  smeared  with  tar,  and  having 
a  garment  daubed  with  pilch,  aTlcr 
a  ihort  prayer,  the  executioner 
strangled  her,  lie  went  then  to 
Vicars,  who,  very  undauntedly 
helping  bim  to  fix  the  knot,  immedi- 
ately threw  himsoir  off,  and  cipircil 
in  a  few  minutes. 

Amy  Ifutchinson  and  John  Vi- 
cars, who  thus  suffered  together — 


the  one  for  the  murder  of  her  ha%- 
bond,  the  other  for  destroying  his 
wife — underwent  different  punuh- 
oicnts.  It  haibeenalready  obierved 
that  the  consuming  of  the  strangled 
body  of  a  woman  for  luch  a  crime 
has  been  of  late  ycari  iliBp«ns»l 
with  ;  for,  though  it  aeldom  gave  an 
additional  pang,  yet  it  shocked  hu- 
manity in  a  tin-folil  degree.  Thi> 
part  of  the  seaicnce  of  the  law  itai, 
nevertheless,  founded  on  ■  wdU 
known  part  of  the  Christian  lyu 
tern  of  religion,  which  says,  '  That 
wives  should  t)c  obedient  to  their 
husbands  in  all  things.'  Uenco  titc 
law  dealt  more  severely  with  a  wo- 
man, by  deeming  her  crime  polit 
treason,  next  iu  degree  to  high 
treason,  whic  his  cncompautng  tho 
death  of  the  reigning  king,  wh«a~ 
deemed  the  eotmnoa  parent  of  A 
lubjcclB. 


WILLIAM  RILEY, 


eyecuteh  f( 
WicLiAH  RiLEv  served  the 
greater  part  of  his  apprenticeship 
to  a  watrhmakt-'t  at  Liverpool,  but 
his  master  dying,  he  turned  his 
mind  to  the  sea,  and  sailed  one 
voyage,  which  it  appears  was  suf- 
ficient to  induce  hioi  to  quit  the 
watery  clement  for  service  upon 
land;  and  to  this  end  he  enlisted 
into  the  second  regiment  of  foof- 

Frora  Iho  circumstance  which 
led  lo  the  fatal  crime  for  which 
this  youth  suffered  wc  find  that 
walking  matches,  of  recent  years 
revived,  were  then  in  great  vogue. 
Considerable  bets  were  depending 
on  a.  man  walking  three  hundred 
miles  in  six  days,  a  feat  lillle  infe- 
rior to  Captain  Barclay's  thousand 
milc)  in  as  many  succcsslie  hours. 
This  wager  was  determined  in  Tol- 
hitlGelds,  Westminster,  in  favour 


Kiley,  also  a  great  walker^  < 
so   much    interested  i 
success  that  ho  undertook  to  t 
the  way  ;  but  on  the  lut<]fty,i 
crow  dbecainc  so  great,  that  h^ 
his  anxiety,  struck  several  who  m 


not   fall    back ;    and. 


among  1 


Sutton,  who  retnmectlj 
blow,  whereupon  a  scuffle  mi uc 
and  Riley,  being  thrown  down  | 
the  mob,  drew  his  aword,  J 
slabbed  Siitlon,  of  which  woimdfl 
died  ;  and  Rilcy  was  found  gul 
of  wilful  murder. 

After  sentence  of  death  bo  « 
very  penitent,  and  expressed  | 
deep  contrition  fur  taking  away  ll 
life  uf  a  fellow. creature. 

He  confessed  that  he  had  dono 
one   more    bad  deed,    which 

one  of  his  comrades  living  on  b 
terms    with    hts  v  " 


I     elercd    to   Uke  her  if  lh« 

J  noald  gite  her  up.  Accordingly  pciikd'. 
ihry  all  went  to  Ihc  Flec(  hi« 
comrad«v  threw  ilie  certificate  of 
>ii«rri»ge  into  the  Cn-,  anit  Hi\cj  and  Thi 
nil]  the  wunian  wire  itniiicil lately 
uarncd;  and  tliis,  lie  feared,  was 
wickvd   in    iho  <-ii-a    uf  Gud,  of 
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hich,    hoircer,  ho  aiacerely  r<- 

cxcculcd    along    with 

^e  Kubini,  George  Aiideriun, 

Ki'ynulds,  ill  the  year 

750,  »hpu  only  iiineieen  jeari  of 
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for  their  failing  to  supply  the  girl 
with  the  money  they  had  promised, 
she  lodged  an  informatiun  against 
Everett  and  Wright,  who  were  in 
consequence  indicted  for  suborna* 
tion  of  perjury 9  and  sentenced  to 
stand  on  the  pillory  at  the  end  of 
Chancery  Lane,  where  they  re- 
tei?ed  ?ery  se?ere  treatment  from 
the  populace. 

Soon  after  the  abo? e  punishment 
had  bCen  inflicted,  Ererett  was 
tried  at  Hicks's  Hall,  and  sentenced 
again  to  stand  on  the  pillory,  for 
hafing  fraudulently  obtained  a 
thirty-six  shilling  piece.  He  was 
afterwards  confictc^  of  having  cir. 
calated  counterfeit  Portugal  coin, 
and  ordered  to  be  Imprisoned  for 
two  years  in  Newgate. 

Soon  after  Everett's  trial  a  conu 
pukj  of  gentlemen  went  to  New- 
gate to  visit  a  criminal,  and  in  a 
short  time  they  discovered  that  they 
had  been  robbed  of  their  handker- 
chiefs. The  circumstance  being 
mentioned  to  Everett,  he  pretended 
to  be  much  surprised,  and  inti- 
mated that  there  was  but  little  pro- 
bability of  the  property  being  reco- 
Tered.  However,  in  a  little  time 
he  produced  the  handkerchiefs,  and 
received  some  money  from  the  gen-, 
tiemen,  as  a  reward  for  his  supposed 
honesty. 

While  he  remained  in  Newgate 
he  picked  the  pocket  of  almost 
every  person  who  came  to  visit  the 
prisoners  :  he  was  continually  ut- 
tering the  most  reprobate  speeches, 
and  seemed  to  delight  in  the  prac- 
tice of  every  species  of  wickedness. 
Upon  the  expiration  of  the  time  he 
was  sentenced  to  remain  in  prison 
he  foiind  sureties  for  his  good  be- 
haviour for  two  years,  and  was  dis- 
charged. 

Having  stopped  a  young  gentle. 
man  in  Fleet  Street,  he  was  asked 
if  a  robbery  was  intended ;  upon 
which  he  knocked  the  gentleman 


down,  but  a  large  dog  belonging  to 
the  injured  party  immediately 
seized  the  villain,  who  with  great 
difficulty  disengaged  himself  just 
time  enough  to  escape  being  secured 
by  the  watch. 

Everett  and  a  woman  of  the 
town  went  to  a  small  inn  at  Hod- 
desden,  in  Hertfordshire,  which 
was  kept  by  an  ancient  widow, 
and,  being  invited  into  a  room  be- 
hind the  bar,  after  having  each 
drank  a  glass  of  wine,  the  widow 
and  her  female  guest  went  to  walk 
in  the  garden  :  in  the  mean  time 
Everett  broke  open  a  bureau,  and 
stole  sixty  pounds  in  cash,  and  se- 
veral gold  rings.  They  kept  the 
widow  in  conversation  till  the  time 
of  going  to  bed,  in  order  to  divert 
her  from  going  to  the  burean ;  and 
the  next  morning  decamped  with 
their  booty. 

They  took  the  road  to  Notting. 
ham,  whence  they  crossed  the  cotto- 
try  to  Newmarket,  and  then  re- 
turned to  London.  EverettPs  nu- 
merous villainies  had  rendeied  his 
name  so  notorious,  that  he  was 
fearful  of  being  apprehended  ;  and 
therefore  he  went  under  the  deao- 
mloation  of  George  Andersoo,  and 
lived  in  a  very  private  maaiier  till 
the  money  he  had  so  wickedly  ob- 
tained was  expended. 

He  now  procured  a  knife  eigh- 
teen inches  long,  and  determined  to 
levy  contributions  on  passengers  on 
the  highway.  In  the  road  between 
Kentishtown  and  Hampstead,  he 
attempted  to  rob  a  countryman, 
who,  being  of  an  intrepid  temper, 
a  desperate  contest  ensued,  in  wbick 
Everett  proved  the  conqueror,  and 
dangerously  wounded  his  antago- 
nist, from  whom  he,  however,  ob- 
tained but  a  small  booty. 

At  length  ho  was  detected  in 
stealing  a  quantity  of  riband  in  a 
shop  in  London,  and  was  appre- 
hended^ but  not  without  making  a 
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vigorovs  resistaooe,  in  doing  which 
lie  dangerousljr  wounded  the  shop- 
keeper in  the  face  and  hands. 

For  this  crime  he  was  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  convicted,  and  re. 
ceiTed  sentence  of  death.  The 
night  after  the  warrant  for  his  ex. 
ccntion  arriTed  he  laid  a  plan  to 
escape.  He  was  furnbhed  with 
implements  for  this  purpose,  and 
for  sawing  off  his  fetters,  by  his 
wife  and  his  kept  mistress,  who,  on 
this  occasion,  agreed.  Being  du. 
coTered,  the  former  was  sent  to  one 
of  theCompters,  and  his  concubine 
to  the  other.  On  this  he  behaTed 
so  insolently  and  outrageously  that 
it  was  necessary  to  chain  him  to  the 
-foor  of  his  cell,  where  he  remained 
biatpheming  and  threatening  Tenge- 
anee  to  the  keeper  and  turnkejrs. 

A  report  being,  circulated  that  he 
meditated  a  design  against  the  life 
ef  the  gaoler,  his  cell  was  carefully 
searched,  but  no  suspicious  instru- 
ments were  fonnd. 

Whether  he  really  harbored  the 
design  of  murdering  the  keeper  is 
a  matter  of  doubt.  He  denounced 
vengeance  against  the  man  who 
gave  tlm  information,  declaring, 
witk  horrid  imprecations,  that,  if 
he  conld  procure  a  pistol,  or  any 
other  oftinilfe  weapon,  he  would 
pot  him  to  death. 

He  joined  in  prayer  with  the  Or- 
dinary of  Newgate  at  the  place  of 
execution,  hnt  declined  addressing 


the  populace;  and,  a  little  time 
before  being  turned  off,  said  he 
considered  death  as  too  serere  a 
punishment  for  the  crime  he  had 
committed. 

On  the  Slst  of  December,  1750, 
this  offender  was  executed  at  Ty- 
burn. 

Everett's  propensity  to  wicked, 
ness  was  ap|)arcnt  in  his  earliest 
years;  and,  though  he  found  him- 
self universally  despised  by  all  who 
were  not  abandoned  like  himself, 
he  neglected  to  effect  a  reforma- 
tion in  his  manners,  whereby  he 
might  have  removed  all  prejudices 
against  him,  and  have  become  a 
respectable  member  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  had  lived  without  regard 
either  to  religious  or  moral  obliga- 
tions: but  the  utmost  distraction 
of  mind  was  occasioned  by  the  op- 
braidings  of  a  guilty  conscience, 
and  the  terrible  approach  of  death. 
The  miserable  situation  of  this  man 
exhibits  a  striking  proof  of  the  jus- 
tice with  which  Shakspeare  has  put 
the  following  lines  into  the  mouth 
of  a  man  oppressed  with  guilt  :-^ 


Pray  I  cannot. 


Tlioagh  inclination  be  as  sharp  as  'twill ; 
My  stronger  guilt  defeats  my  strong  intent ; 
And;  like  a  man  to  double  busineM bound, 
I  stand  in  pause  where  I  shall  first  begin. 
And  both  neglect 
— O  wretched  state!  O  bosom  black  as 

death  I 
O  limed  soul,  that,  struggling  to  get  free. 
Art  more  engaged !'  ' 


JAMES  MACLANE,. 

EXCCUTBD  FOB  UIGHWAY  ROBBERY. 


The  tnbject  of  this  memoir  was 
deaondcd  from  a  reputable  family 
m  the  Borth  of  Scotland ;  but  his 
lather,  after  being  liberally  edu- 
cated in  the  University  of  G Jasgow* 
went  to  settle  at  Monaghan,  in  the 
lerth  of  Ireland,  as  preacher  to  a 
ceagv^gatioa  of  Oiiseoten  in  that 
Vhmi,  whiffo  Im'  BMrried,  and  had 


two  sons ;  the  elder  of  whom  was 
bred  to  the  Church,  and  preached 
many  years  to  the  English  congre- 
gation at  the  Hague,  being  equally 
remarkable  for  his  learning  and  the 
goodness  of  his  heart.  The  younger 
son  was  the  unfortunate  subject  of 
narratifc. 
The  lather  dying  when  he  was 
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about  eighteen,  and  his  cflfects  fall, 
ing  iofo  his  hands,  the  whole  pro- 
duce was  wasted  in  extra?agaiice 
before  he  was  twenty  years  of  age. 
In  this  dilemma  he  applied  for  relief 
to  his  mother's  relations,  with  a 
tiew  to  fit  him  out  for  (he  naval 
serf  ice ;  but,  as  they  refused  to 
assist  him,  he  entered  into  the  em. 
ploy  of  a  gentleman  named  Howard, 
with  whom  he  came  to  London. 

It  was  not  long  after  his  arri?al 
in  the  metropolis  before  he  aban- 
doned his  service,  and,  going  to  Ire- 
land, he  again  solicited  the  assist- 
ance of  his  mother's  relations,  who 
were  either  unwilling  or  unable  to 
afford  him  relief. 

Hereupon  he  relinquished  all 
thoughts  of  applying  to  them  for 
support :  but  this  was  for  some 
time  liberally  afforded  him  by  his 
brother  at  the  Hague,  till  his  ex- 
penses began  to  bo  too  considerable 
for  a  continued  supply  from  that 
quarter ;  for  his  brother's  whole 
income  would  not  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  him  as  a  gentle- 
man. 

Hereupon  Maclane  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  procure  some  employ- 
ment ;  and,  making  interest  with  a 
roilitaiy  gentleman  who  had  known 
his  father,  he  recommended  him  to 
a  colonel  who  had  a  country-seat 
near  Cork.  This  gentleman  en- 
gaged him  as  a  butler ;  and  he  con- 
tinued a  considerable  time  in  his 
service,  till,  secreting  some  effects, 
he  was  dismissed  with  disgrace,  and 
rendered  unable  to  procure  another 
place  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Being  reduced  to  circumstances 
of  distress,  he  conceived  an  idea  of 
entering  into  the  Irish  brigades  in 
the  service  of  France,  and  commn- 
nicated  his  intention  to  a  gentle- 
man, who  advised  him  to  decline 
all  thoughts  of  such  a  procedure, 
as  he  could  have  no  prospect  of 
rising  in  his  profession  unless  he 


changed  his  religion ;  a  circum- 
stance that  he  would  not  consent 
to,  for  he  still  retained  some  sense 
of  the  pious  education  he  had  re- 
ceived. 

Notwithstanding  the  colonel 
above  mentioned  had  dismissed  him 
his  service,  yet,  fearing  that  his 
desperate  circumstances  might  in. 
duce  him  to  further  acts  of  dis- 
honesty,  he  intrusted  him  with  the 
care  of  his  baggage  to  London; 
and  Maclane,  wishing  to  enter  as  a 
private  man  in  Lord  Albemarle's 
troop  of  horse-guards,  solicited  (he 
colonel  to  advance  the  necessary 
sum  to  procure  his  admission. 

The  colonel  seemed  willing  to 
favour  his  scheme ;  but,  thinking 
it  dangerous  to  trust  the  money  in 
his  hands,  ho  committed  it  to  the 
care  of  an  officer  belonging  to  the 
troop,  which  was  then  in  Flanders. 
Every  thing  was  prepared,  and  his 
credentials  were  ready  for  his  join- 
ing the  troop,  when  he  suddenly 
declined  all  thoughts  of  entering 
into  the  army. 

Maclane's  ruling  passion  was 
dress,  as  an  introduction  to  the 
company  of  women  ;  and,  having 
received  about  fifty  pounds  from 
some  females  of  more  good  nature 
tfian  sense,  under  pretence  of  fit. 
ting  himself  out  for  a  West-Iodia 
voyage,  he  expended  the  greater 
part  of  it  in  elegant  clothes,  and 
commenced  a  professed  fortune- 
hunter. 

At  length  he  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Macglegno,  a  horse- 
dealer,  with  whom  he  received  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  therewith  he 
commenced  the  business  of  a  gro- 
cer, in  Welbeck  Street,  Cavei^bh 
Square,  supporting  his  family  with 
some  degree  of  credit  till  the  ex- 
piration of  three  years,  when  hit 
wife  died,  bequeathing  two  infant 
daughters  to  the  care  of  her  pa- 
rents,  who  kindly  undertook   to 
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liroTide  for  them ;  and  both  these 
children  were  liTiiifs  at  the  time  of 
their  father^s  ignominious  death. 

Hitherto  MacUne's  character 
amoag  bis  neighbours  was  unim- 
peached ;  but,  soon  after  the  death 
of  his  wife,  he  sold  off  his  slock  in 
trade  and  furniture,  and  assumed 
the  character  of  a  fine  gentleman, 
in  the  hope  of  engaging  the  attciu 
tioo  of  some  ladj  of  fortune,  to 
which  he  ihonght  himself  entitled 
by  the  gracefulness  of  his  person 
and  the  eirgance  of  his  appearance. 

At  the  end  of  about  six  months 
he  had  eipendedall  his  money,  and 
became  greatly  dejected  in  mind, 
from  reflecting  on  that  change  of 
fortune  that  would  probably  re- 
duce him  to  his  former  state  of  ser. 
Titnde.  While  in  this  state  of  de- 
jection an  Irish  a|Nithecary,  named 
Ptunkett,*  f  isited  him,  and  inquired 
into  the  cause  of  his  despondency. 
hlacUne  acknowledged  the  ex- 
hausted state  of  his  finances ;  can- 
didly confessed  that  he  had  no 
money  left,  nor  knew  any  way  of 
raising  a  shilling  but  by  the  dis. 
possil  of  his  wearing  apparel ;  in 
answer  to  which  Plunkett  address. 
cd  him  as  follows : 

*  1  thought  that  Maclane  had 
spirit  aad  resolution,  uith  some 
Vnowledgd  of  the  world.  A  brave 
■an  cannot  want ;  he  has  a  right  (o 
life,  and  not  want  the  conveniences 
of  Ufc,  while  the  dull,  plodding, 
hasy  knaves,  carry  cash  in  their 
pockets*  We  must  draw  upon 
them  to  supply  our  wants :  there 
needs  only  impudence,  and  getting 
the  better  of  a  few  idle  scruples ; 
there  is  scarce  any  courage  neces- 
sary. All  whom  Me  have  to  deal 
with  are  mere  poltroons.' 

These  arguments,  equally  ridi- 
calons  and  depraved,  co-oi>eralcd 


so  forcibly  with  the  poverty  of 
Maclane,  that  he  entered  into  con- 
versation with  Plunkett  on  the  sub. 
ject  of  going  on  the  highway  ;  and 
at  length  they  entered  into  a  solemn 
agrecmicnt  to  abide  by  each  other 
in  all  adventures,  and  to  share  the 
profit  of  their  depredations  to  the 
last  shilling  :^  nor  docs  it  appear 
that  cither  of  them  defraudt^l  the 
other. 

Maclane,  though  he  had  con- 
sented to  commit  depredations  on 
the  public,  yet  was  so  impressed  by 
that  remorse  of  conscience  which 
will  never  quit  a  mind  not  wholly 
abandoned,  even  when  engaged  in 
unlawful  actions,  that,  in  his  first 
and  most  subsequent  attempts,  he 
discovered  evident  signs  of  want  of 
that  false  bravery  v^hich  villains 
would  call  courage. 

The  first  robbery  these  men  com- 
mitted in  conjunction  was  on  lloun- 
slow  Heath,  where  they  8to|»ped  a 
grazier  on  his  return  from  Smith- 
field,  aud  took  from  him  about 
sixty  pounds. 

Thi»  money  being  soon  spent  in 
extravagance,  they  were  induced  to 
take  a  ride  on  the  St.  Albans  road« 
and,  seeing  a  stage-coach  coming 
forward,  they  agreed  to  ride  up  on 
the  opposite  siJes  of  the  carriage. 
Maclauc*s  fears  induced  him  to  he- 
sitate ;  and  when  at  length  Plunkett 
ordirtd  the  driver  to  stop,  it  Has 
with  the  utmost  trepidation  that  the 
other  demanded  the  money  of  the 
passengers. 

On  their  return  to  London  at 
night  Plunkett  censured  him  as  a 
coward,  and  told  him  that  he  nas 
unfit  for  his  business.  This  had 
such  an  effect  on  hi.n,  thai  he  soon 
after«iurds  nent  out  alone,  and  un- 
known  to  Plunkett;  and,  ha%ing 
robbed  a  gentleman  of  a  large  sum, 


*  Th^  Plunkett  wu  •  daring  robber,  and  we  gridil^-  tear  tlut  we  shttll  not  find  him 
Hwi||n  to  the  punikhinent  so  olieu  due  lo  tiis  depredations*  He  certainly,  among  other 
*—  '         ooBphrled  the  ruin  of  Maclau*. 


m        UMAtT  k  tALOmUl^  XEWGATB  ClIiWIMB 

liMdhMll^  tfMStfCajoHf  Uif,  that 

A  hIm^  ^^mm;  uMil/  IohI  ffayieiy  voali  pwihiMy  kafc  beea  the 

iA4rrlAM»c«|^»iMw«  wlMMfce#f#p-  faqwoMe  of  thdr  c— ttibm,  b«t 

iMl  mm!   f <uti^tM)d  Um;   UmtomrMe  tint  a  goHlcflna,  ohbUj 

flmutt  W*l^>l«f«  mmI    Im»    fMil0l  oC  tW  ^bir,  aad 


miMUmiMf   weni  of  d«fliif   tW    l»  be  a  •harper,    iaierpowl    hb 


•UmA/    wi*f  ^*fmt  time  did  hecotu  iSmAj  adtioe,  aad  saved  her  fmn 

rtngt  tik  irr«|(tibir  mode  of  lifey  dcrtractioa. 

dlfril»l(  wffklf  Inb  ftsid  two  §mmem        fiereapoa  the  mils  of  the  high- 

a  irn^k  for  hU  lo^JKifii;;*,  siid  lired  wmyman  were  forbiddeo ;  a  ctrcaau 

tn  •  HfU  iff  «!l«r|^aer,  whscb  be  ftaoce  that  ebagrined  bhn  so  mach 

B§emmUfd  hr  by  atfcrtinK  tbat  be  that  be  leot  a  cballeoge  to  the  gen. 

bid  til  eiUi«  \n  Irelsnd  wbieb  pro-  tleman,  which  was  treated  with  that 

4umd  «ev(m  bumlred  pounds  a  year,  degree  of  contempt  wbicfa  all  chal. 

liitriiig    tbU    time   hb  cbildren  lengei  ought  to  be.     Our  hero, 

wem  In  iha  care  of  bit  mother«in.  f  till  the  mure  rezed  by  this  circum- 

laWy  whom  h^Mldom  fbUed  ;  and,  stance,  went  to  seTeralcoliee-hoiises» 

wbttfi  bo  d\df  noald  not  lit  down,  and,  saying  that  this  gentleman  bad 

flor  ifsy  long  enough  for  her  to  refuted  to  meet  him,  abused  him  in 

give  him  «ueh  sdvicc  as  might  hare  the  most  opprobrious  terms;   but 

provifd  u«»ful  (o  him.  those  ubo  knew  the  story  said  it 

On  a  parllcular  occasion  he  nar.  was  no  proof  of  cowardice  for  a 

roiviv  i!Sca|M*il  tho  hands  of  justice,  man  of  honour  to  refuse  to  meet  a 

which  itfrrlrtml  him  so  much,  that  ho  penoo  of  abandoned  character, 
wont  lo  Holland  on  a  vUit  to  his        £ncouraged  by  hb  repeated  sac 

brolhiiri    who  received  him  with  cesses,  Maclane  was  thrown  off  hb 

wury  mark  of  fraternal  affection ;  guard,  bb  usual  caution  forsook 

andi    though  iinsuipiclous   of  tho  bim,    and    he  became  every    day 

modii  In  whieh  he  lived,  yet  having  more  free  to  commit  robbery,  and 

but  too  much  rea»on  to  fear  that  less  apprehensive  of  detection ;  for 

be  was  of  a  dissipated  turn  of  mind,  he  imagined  that  Plunkett^s  turning 

gave  him  the  brst  aitvico  for  the  ns  evidence   could  alone  affect  htm, 

HUlatloti  of  hU  future  iH>nduct.  and  ho  had  no  doubt  of  the  fidelitjr 

Having  riMuahuHl  in  lloUamI  till  of  his  accomplice, 
he  prtmumetl  hU  transactions  in  thb       On  tho    26th  of  June,   ITM)^ 

etnuntry  wen^  In  some  misisuro  for.  Plunkett  and  Madane,  riding  out 

gotten^  he  returuiHl  to   Kngland,  together,  met  the  Karl  of  Egliuton 

renewed   hb  demiHlations  «>n   the  in  a  pottcbaise,  beyond  Uoaaslow, 

|iubliO|  hihI  )i\ed  in  a  style  of  tho  when  Madane,  advaodng  to  the 

Mlm^t  olegam>^.    He  fitx^uented  all  postboy,  commanded  him  to  stop, 

the  public  pUceii%  was  well  known  bat  placed  bimtdf  in  a  dinU  Iism 

«f  Iw  g*mbtg%hottiies^  and  was  not  before  the  driver,  lest  hb  lordship 

nnfltHiiietU  in  hU  visits  to  ladies  of  should  shoot  him  with  a  blander- 

ea«y  virlwik  hass,  with  which  he  always  tra. 

iVsiXHrionsnessof  hbKehavloar,  rtWtd ;  for  he  was  certain  that  the 

the  g)i^«>MV«lneM  0f  hb  i^rvtui,  and  peer  vrould  aot  iro  so  as  to  cadan. 

Ihv  ^V|iAn«v  ^\f  hb«p|>earai)Cts  ctiau  g«r  the  life  of  the  postboy,    la  the 

hintsl  t\v  i^Ako  him  a  wcU^timo  vi»  interim    naakett  forced  a  pbtol 

#tvwr%  v\T»  at  (h^  houses  of  wavmch  ihvwugh  the  glass  at  the  back  of  the 

^  <haiavtci ;  and  h«  had  ««  iar  chaiic^  «Mi  thioaticfid  iastaat  de. 
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liroction  unlest  his  lordship  threw 
iway  the  blunderbuss. 

The  danger  of  his  situation  ren- 
dered compliance  necesRary,  and 
hb  lordship  was  robbed  of  his 
noney  aiid  a  surtout  coat.  After 
the  carriage  drofe  forward  Mac« 
lane  took  up  the  coat  and  blunder- 
baas,  both  of  which  were  found  in 
his  lodgings  when  he  was  appre- 
hended ;  but  when  he  was  after. 
wards  tried  for  the  offence  which 
cost  him  bis  life  Lord  Eglinton  did 
not  appear  against  him. 

On  the  day  of  the  robbery  abo?c 
mentioned  Maclanc  and  Plunkctt 
stopped  the  Salisbury  stage,  and 
took  two  portmanteaus,  which, 
with  the  booty  they  had  already 
obtained,  was  con?eyed  to  Mac- 
laae's  lodgings  In  Pall  Mall,  where 
the  plander  was  shared. 

Immediate  notice  of  this  robbery 
was  given  in  the  newspapers,  and 
the  articles  stolen  were  described  ; 
yet  Maclane  was  so  much  off  his 
guard,  that  he  stripped  the  lace 
from  a  waistcoat,  the  property  of 
one  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been 
robbed,  and  happened  to  carry  it 
for  sale  to  the  laccman  of  whom  it 
had  been  purchased. 

Ue  aUo  went  to  a  salesman  in 
Monmouth  Street,  named  Loader, 
who  attended  him  to  hiit  lodgings, 
but  had  no  sooner  seen  what  clothes 
he  had  to  sell,  than  he  knew  them 
to  be  those  which  had  been  adver. 
tised  ;  and,  pretending  that  he  had 
not  money  enough  to  purchase 
then,  said  he  would  go  home  for 
■ore;  instead  of  which  he  procured 
a  constable,  apprehended  Maclane, 
and  took  him  before  a  magistrate. 

Man  J  persons  of  rank,  of  both 
iexes,  attended  his  examination  :  se- 
veral of  whom  were  so  affected  with 
his  situation  that  they  contributed 
liberally  towards  his  present  sup- 
port 
Bang  committed  to  the  Gate* 


house,  he  requested  a  second  eia- 
minatioQ  before  the  magistrate ; 
when  he  confessed  all  that  was  al- 
leged against  him,  and  his  confes- 
sion was  taken  in  writing. 

On  this  he  was  committed  to 
the  prison  abote  mentioned  ;  and, 
during  his  confinement,  a  gentleman 
wrote  to  his  brother  at  the  Hague 
a  narratife  of  his  unhappy  case, 
which  produced  the  following  an- 
swer, at  once  exhibiting  an  equal 
proof  of  fraternal  affection  and  re- 
gard to  the  laws  of  equity  : 

«  Utrecht^  jiug.  16,  N.S.  1750. 
'  Sir, — I  rcceired  your  melan- 
choly letter,  but  the  dismal  news  it 
contained  had  reached  me  before  it 
arrircd,  as  1  have  been  happily  ab« 
sent  from  the  Hague  some  time. 

*  I  never  thought  that  any  be. 
longing  to  roe  would  ha?e  loaded 
me  with  such  heartbreaking  afflic- 
tion as  the  infamous  crimes  of  him 
whom  I  will  call  brother  no  more 
hare  brought  upon  me.  How  of- 
ten, and  how  solemnly,  hare  I  ad- 
monished him  of  the  miserable  con« 
sequences  of  an  idle  life ;  and,  alas ! 
to  no  purpose.  HowcTcr  that  be, 
1  ha?c  made  all  the  interest  pos- 
sible fur  his  life,  filled  with  shame 
and  confusion  that  1  have  been 
obliged  to  make  demands  so  con. 
trary  to  justice,  and  hardly  know- 
ing with  what  face  to  do  it  in  the 
character  1  bear  as  a  minister  of 
truth  and  righteousness. 

^  It  is  the  interest  of  some  friends 
1  ha?e  made  here  that  alone  can 
save  his  life  :  they  hare  lost  no 
time  in  upplying,  and  1  hope  their 
endeavours  will  be  successful ;  but 
I  still  hope  more,  that  if  Provi- 
dence should  so  order  events  as  that 
he  escapes  the  utmost  rigour  of  the 
law,  and  has  that  life  prolonged 
which  he  deserves  not  to  enjoy  any 
longer ;  1  hope,  or  rather  wish, 
that  in  such  a  case  he  may  have  a 
proper  sense  and   feeling   of  his 
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tnormons  crimes,  i»hich  lay  an 
ample  foondalion  for  drawing  out 
the  wretched  remainder  of  hif  daj  8 
in  sorrow  and  repentance.  With 
respect  to  me,  it  woald  gife  roe 
consolation  if  I  could  hope  that 
thit  would  be  the  issue  of  his  trial ; 
it  would  comfort  me  on  his  ac- 
count, as  he  is  a  man,  bees  use  I 
will  newer  acknowledge  him  in  anj 
nearer  relation,  and  because,  except 
such  good  offices  as  former  ties  and 
present  humanity  demand  from  me 
in  his  behalf,  I  am  determined  ne?er 
to  haTe  any  farther  correspondence 
with  him  during  this  mortal  life. 

'  I  have  gifen  orders  to  look 
towards  his  subsistence,  and  what 
is  necessary  for  it. 

'  I  am  obliged  to  you,  sir,  for 
your  attention,  in  communicating 
to  me  this  dismal  news,  and  shall 
willingly  embrace  any  opportunity 
of  showing  myself.  Sir, 

*  Your  most  obedient,  &c.' 

^  P.  S.  If  yon  see  this  my  un- 
happy  brother,  let  him  know  my 
compassion  for  his  misery,  as  well 
as  my  indignation  against  his 
crimes ;  and  also  that  I  shall  omit 
nothing  in  my  power  to  hate  his 
sufferings  mitigated.  He  has,  I 
fear,  broken  my  heart,  and  will 
make  me  draw  on  the  rest  of  my 
days  in  sorrow.' 

At  the  next  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  Maclane  was  indicted,  and 
pleaded  *  Not  guilty  ;'  and  read  the 
following  able  defence : 
« My  Lord, 

*  Your  lordship  will  not  construe 
it  Tanity  in  me,  at  this  time,  to  say 
that  I  am  the  son  of  a  di?ine  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  well  known 
for  his  zeal  and  affection  to  the 
present  royal  family  and  happy  go. 
▼emment,  who  bestowed  an  edu- 
cation upon  me  becoming  his  cha- 
racter, of  which  I  hafe  in  my  hand 
a  certificate  from  a  lord,  four  mem* 
k^rt  of  parliament,  and  several  jus- 


tires  for  the  county  where  I  was 
born  and  reed? ed  nsy  educatioe. 

<  About  the  beginning  of  the  lUe 
French  war,  my  lord,  I  enose  to 
London,  with  a  design  to  enter 
into  the  military  serviee  of  my  king 
and  country :  but  nneipecled  dis. 
appointments  obliged  bm  to  change 
my  resolution ;  and,  having  uMrried 
the  daughter  of  a  reputable  trades- 
man, to  her  fortune  I  added  what 
little  I  had  of  my  own,  and  entered 
into  trade  in  the  grocery  way,  and 
continued  therein  till  my  wUedied. 
I  tery  quickly  after  lier  death 
found  a  decay  in  trade,  arising  from 
anunafoidable  trust  reposed  in  ser- 
vants; and,  fearing  the  conse- 
quence, I  sold  off  my  stock,  and  in 
the  first  place  honestly  discharged 
my  debts,  and  purposed  to  apply 
the  residue  of  my  fortune  in  the 
purchase  of  some  military  employ- 
ment, agreeably  to  my  first  design. 

^  During  my  appUcation  to  trade, 
my  lord,!  unhappily  became  ac- 
quainted with  one  Plunkett,  an 
apothecary,  who,  by  his  account  of 
himself,  induced  me  (o  belieTe  he  had 
travelled  abroad,  aud  was  possessed 
of  clothes  and  other  things  suitable 
thereto,  and  prevailed  on  me  to 
employ  him  in  attending  on  my  fa- 
mily, and  to  lend  him  money  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  pounds  and 
upwards. 

^  When  I  left  off  trade  I  pressed 
Plunkett  for  payment,  and  after 
receiving,  by  degrees, several  sums, 
he  proposed,  on  my  earnestly  in- 
sisting that  I  must  call  in  all  debts 
owing  to  me,  to  pay  me  part  in 
goods  and  part  in  money. 

^  These  lery  clothes  with  which 
I  am  charged,  my  lord,  he  brought 
to  me  to  make  sale  of,  towards 
payment  of  my  debt ;  and7accord. 
ingly,  my  lord,  I  did  sell  them, 
very  unfortunately,  as  it  now  ap- 
pears, little  thinking  they  were 
come  by  in  the  manner  Mr.  Uigden 
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hath  been  pleased  to  eiprem,  whoie 
word  and  honour  are  too  well 
known  to  doubt  the  troth. 

^  Mj  lord,  as  the  contracting  this 
debt  between  Plonkett  and  niyielf 
was  a  Bsatter  of  a  private  nature, 
10  was  the  payment  of  it;  and, 
therefore,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
have  the  testimony  of  one  single 
witness  to  these  facts,  which  (as  it 
is  an  unavoidable  misfortune)  I 
hope,  and  doubt  not,  my  lord,  that 
your  lordship  and  the  gentlemen  of 
the  jury  will  duly  weigh. 

^  Is  it  probable,  nay,  is  'it  possi. 
ble,  that,  if  I  had  come  by  those 
clothes  by  dnhonest  means,  I 
should  be  so  imprudent  as  to  bring 
a  man  to  my  lodgings  at  noon-day 
to  boy  tbem,  and  give  him  my  name 
and  place  of  residence,  and  even 
write  that  name  and  place  of  resi. 
dence  myself  in  the  salesman's  book? 
It  seems  to  me,  and  1  think  must  to 
STery  maa*  a  madness  that  no  one 
with  the  least  share  of  sense  could 
be  capable  of. 

^My  lord,  in  the  course  of  Mr. 
Hideo's  evidence,  he  hath  declared 
that  he  could  not  bo  positiTc  either 
to  ny  face  or  person,  the  defect  of 
which,  I  humbly  presume,  leaves  a 
doubt  of  the  certainty  of  my  being 
one  of  the  two  persons. 

'  My  lord,  it  is  lery  true,  when 
I  was  first  apprehended,  the  sur. 
prise  confounded  me,  and  gave  me 
t  most  extraordinary  shock  ;  it 
caused  a  delirium  and  confusion  in 
■y  brain,  which  rendered  me  inca- 
pable of  being  myself,  or  knowing 
what  I  said  or  did  :  1  talked  of  rob- 
beries  as  another  man  would  do  in 
talksog  of  stories ;  but,  my  loHl, 
after  my  friends  had  visited  me  in 
the  6ate«bouse,  and  had  given  me 
Boaie  new  spirits,  and  when  I  came 
to  be  re«examined  before  Justice 
Lediaid,  and  was  asked  if  I  could 
■ske  any  discovery  of  the  robbery, 
1  then  alleged  1  had  recovered  my 


surprise,  that  what  I  had  talked  of 
before  concerning  robberies  was 
false  and  wrong,  and  was  entirely 
owing  to  a  confused  head  and 
brain. 

'  This,  my  lord,  being  my  unhap- 
py state— buty  unhappy  as  it  b,  as 
your  lordship  is  my  judge  and  pre- 
sumptive counsel,  I  submit  it — 
whether  there  is  any  other  evidence 
against  me  than  circumstantial. 

^  First,  the  selling  of  the  lace  and 
clothes,  which  I  agree  I  did ;  for 
which  I  account. 

'  Secondly,  the  verbal  confession 
of  a  confused  brain ;  for  which  [ 
account. 

'  All  this  evidence,  I  humbly 
apprehend,  is  but  circumstantial 
evidence. 

^  It  might  be  said,  my  lord,  that 
I  ought  to  show  where  I  was  at 
this  time. 

*  To  which,  my  lord,  I  answer, 
that  1  never  heard  the  time,  nor  the 
day  of  the  month,  that  Mr.  Higden 
was  robbed  ;  and,  my  lord,  it  is 
impossible  for  me,  at  this  juncture, 
to  recollect  where  1  was,  and  much 
more  to  bring  any  testimony  of  it. 

^  My  lord,  in  cases  where  the 
prisoner  lies  under  these  impossibi- 
lities uf  proof,  it  is  hard,  nay,  it  is 
very  hard,  if  presumption  may  not 
have  some  weight  on  the  side  of  the 
prisoner.  I  humbly  hope  that 
that  doctrine  will  not  escape  your 
lordship's  memory  in  charging  the 
jury. 

^  My  lord,  1  have  lived  in  credit, 
and  have  had  dealings  with  man. 
kind  ;  and  therefore  humbly  beg 
leave,  my  lord,  to  call  about  a 
score  to  my  character,  or  more,  if 
your  lordship  pleases;  and  then, 
my  lord,  if,  in  your  lordship's 
opinion,  the  evidence  against  me 
should  be  by  law  only  circumstan- 
tial,  and  the  character  given  of  m6 
by  my  witnesses  should  be  so  far 
satisfactory  as  to  have  equal  weight. 
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I  shall  most  willingly  aod  readiljr 
snbmjt  to  the  jury's  verdict.' 

Nine  gentlemen,. being  called, 
gave  him  a  very  good  character* 

The  jury  brought  him  in  guilty 
without  going  out  of  Court.  When 
brought  up  to  receive  sentence  of 
death  he  made  an  essay  to  address  the 
Court ;  but,  his  powers  failing,  he 
only  exclaimed,  *  My  lord,  I  cannot 
speak!'  What  he  intended  to  offer 
was  next  day  published,  importing 
that  he  hoped  some  circumstances 
might  entitle  him  to  so  much  mercy 
as  might  save  him  from  dying  so 
disgracefully  to  his  family,  and 
enable  him  to  pass  his  days  in  pe- 
nitence and  obscurity. 

Maclane,  having  been  educated 
as  a  Dissenter,  was  attended,  at  his 
own  request,  by  Dr.  Allen,  a  re. 
verend  divine  of  the  Pr^byterian 
persuasion. 

The  doctor,  at  his  first  visit, 
found  this  unhappy  person  under 
inexpressible  agonies  of  mind,  aris- 
ing  from  a  deep  sense  not  only  of 
his  misery,  but  of  his  guilt.  He 
declared  that,  although  most  of 
those  with  whom  he  had  lately  con- 
Tersed  ridiculed  all  religion,  yet  the 
truths  of  Chrbtianity  had  been  so 
deeply  rooted  in  his  mind  by  a  pious 
education,  that  he  never  enter, 
tafaiod  the  least  doubt  about  them, 
OfeB  while  he  was  engaged  in 
courses  of  the  most  flagitious  ^rick. 
edness,  by  which  it  became  his  in- 
tcrcst  to  disbelieve  them. 

lie  declared  also  that  ^  neither 
death,  nor  the  violence  and  infamy 
with  which,  in  his  case,  it  would  be 
attended,  gave  him  the  least  uneasi- 
ness ;  but  expressed  the  most  dread- 
ful apprehension  of  going  into  the 
presence  of  the  Almighty,  whose 
laws  he  had  known  only  to  violate, 
and  the  motions  of  whose  spirit  he 
had  felt  only  to  suppress.' 

The  doctor  replied  that,  though 
these  apprehensions  were  just,  yet, 


if  he  could  be  sincerely  penitent, 
he  might,  through  the  merits  and 
intercession  of  the  blessed  Jesus, 
be  forgiven  ;   but  pressed  him  ear. 
nestly  not  to  deceive  himself,  add- 
ing, ^  It  is   impossible  for  roe  to 
know  your  heart ;  and  your  pre- 
sent circumstances  make  it  very  dif- 
ficult for  you  yourself  to  know  it.' 
He  then  apprized  him  of  the  great 
difficulty  of   obtaining   a  rational 
hope  that  a  repentance  is  genuine 
which  had  no  beginning  till  guilt 
was  overtaken  by  punishment,  and 
the  terrors  of  death  were  displayed 
before  him.    Maclane  felt  the  force 
of  this  argument,  but  said  that,  if 
the  utmost  abhorrence  of  himself 
for  the  enormities  of  his  life,  if  the 
deepest  sense  of  his  ingratitude  to 
God,  and  the  violation  of  his  con. 
science,    which    had    always    re- 
proached   him — if  indignation    at 
himself   for   the    injuries    he  had 
done  to  society,  and  the  distresses 
he   had    brought    upon    his  rela- 
tions, were  marks  of  sincere  peni- 
tence, he  hoped  that  indeed  he  was 
a  penitent  sinner :  and    that,  al- 
though he  had  but  little  time  to  live, 
and  therefore  was  unable  to  evince 
the  sincerity  of  his  repentance  by 
many  fruits  of  it,  yet,  if  he  knew 
any  thing  of  his  own  heart,  he  had 
no  desire  of  life  but  as  an  opportu- 
nity of  fulfilling  the  good  resolu- 
tions which  the  near  view  of  death 
had    produced.      ^  What    is   life,' 
said  he,  ^  with  the  loss  of  my  good  ' 
name?     What  indited  is  life  with 
all   its  advantages  ?     I  profess  to 
you,  sir,  that  I  have  had  more  plea- 
sure  in  one  hour's  conversation  with 
you  than  in  all  the  gay  vanities  I 
have  ever  engaged  in.' 

In  one  of  these  conversations  the 
doctor  took  occasion  to  tell  him 
that  the  defence  which  he  had  made 
at  his  trial  was  not  a  token  of  that 
sincerity  of  heart  which  he  had  so 
solemnly   professed.     To  this   he 
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uswerod,  Ibat  what  he  bad  done 
OB  that  occasion  was  by  the  advice 
of  ao  attorocj ;  that  be  thought  it 
a  jost  defence  in  law  ;  and  that,  if 
it  had  presenred  his  life,  it  would 
haTe  prerentcd  the  disgrace  which 
hb  death  would  bring  upon  his  fa. 
milj,  and  would  bate  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  making  some  re- 
pantioQ  to  society  by  becoming  an 
asefal  member  of  it,  and  of  profing 
tJie  siooerity  of  his  repentance  by 
his  reformation. 

Upon  an  inquiry  if  his  father  had 
really  been  a  minister  in  Ireland, 
he  burst  Into  a  sudden  flood  of 
tears,  aod  eon  firmed  it,  expressing, 
in  the  most  affecting  manner,  his  rc« 
gret  for  hating  act^  in  violation  of 
the  principles  which  had  been  early 
laiplautcd  in  his  mind  by  a  tender 
and  pious  parent;  a  circumstance 
which,  he  said,  greatly  aggravated 
his  guilt. 

Bat  be  often  lamented  that  he 
had  not  been  brought  up  to  some 
employment  which  would  hate 
aiade  inUlnftry  necessary,  instead 
of  to  writing  and  accounts,  which, 
as  a  genteeler  business,  was  chosen 
for  him :  and  once  he  added,  ^  O 
sir,  L  have  often,  in  my  necessities, 
before  I  had  broken  in  upon  my  in. 
ttoeenee^  tbonghl  that,  had  I  had  a 
mechanic  trade  in  my  hands,  that 
woeld  haTe  employed  my  whole 
I  should  have  been  a  happy 


Dr.  Allen  told  him  it  had  been 
reported  that  he  lired  upon  very  ill 
lerma  witb  his  wife,  and  that  his 
craelty  battened  her  death.  He  ab. 
solately  denied  it,  and  indeed  hu 
wife's  mother  took  learo  of  him 
with  great  tenderness,  and  uncom. 
■OB  ardour  of  affection.  When  he 
vas  asked  if  he  bad  any  hope  of  a 
Nspite,  he  answered  ^  Very  little  !' 
Aad,  being  lold  that  the  great  num- 
ber of  robberies  committed  by  per. 
of  geniiui  appcanuiGc  rendered 


it  very  improbable  that  he  should 
be  spared,  he  said  he  acquiesced, 
and  desired  his  example  might  bo 
pressed  as  a  warning  to  young  per- 
sons ;  adding,  with  great  earnest- 
ness, ^  Glad  should  I  be  if,  as  my 
life  has  been  vile,  my  death  might 
be  useful.' 

lie  acknowledged  that,  his 
friends  having  once  raised  a  little 
contribution  to  enable  him  to  ship 
himself  for  Jamaica,  he  carried  it 
to  the  gaming-table  at  the  masque- 
rade; where  at  first  he  hod  some 
success,  and  hoped  to  win  enough 
to  buy  a  little  military  post :  but 
at  length  he  lost  his  all ;  and,  hav- 
ing alienated  his  friends  by  his  abuse 
of  their  bounty,  and  disposed  of 
whatever  he  could  either  pawn  or 
sell,  he,  by  the  persuasion  of 
Plunkett,  took  to  the  highway. 
With  him,  who  was  his  only  accom- 
plice, he  committed  many  robbe- 
ries, but  had  always  shuddered  at 
the  thought  of  murder,  and  was 
thankful  to  God  that  he  had  not 
incurred  the  guilt  of  shedding  in- 
nocent blood. 

After  the  death-warrant  came 
down  no  additional  dejection  or 
sadness  appeared  in  his  counte- 
nance, but  rather  a  more  steady 
and  composed  resignation.  He 
asked  Dr.  Allen  whether  he  should 
receive  the  sacrament,  on  the  mom. 
ing  of  the  execution,  with  the  other 
criminals  ?  To  which  he  readily 
consented;  but  said  thathehope^ 
it  was  not  necessary  to  warn  him 
against  considering  it  as  a  charm, 
or  passport,  which,  he  feared,  was 
too  frequently  done  by  those  who 
are  grossly  ignorant,  or  invincibly 
stupid. 

A  youth  who  had  been  con- 
demned, but  was  afterwards  or- 
dered to  bo  transported  for  life, 
chose  to  continue  in  the  cell  with 
Maclane ;  and,  as  they  had  oppor- 
tunity, they  went  among  the  other 
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prisonen  who  were  ordered  for 
execution,  to  instruct  them,  prajr 
with  them,  and  assist  them  in  their 
preparation  for  death.  Bat  Mac 
laoe  was  greatly  shocked  at  the  in- 
sensibility and  profaneness  of  some, 
and  pitied  the  souls  which  were 
going  into  eternity  in  so  hopeless  a 
state. 

These  incidents  the  doctor  im- 
profed,  as  evidences  of  his  sin- 
cerity. The  day  before  his  exe- 
cution, in  the  presence  of  several 
gentlemen  from  Holland,  he  gave 
him  a  letter  from  hb  brother,  at 
the  sight  of  which  he  fell  into  an 
agony  of  grief,  and  said,  ^  Oh ! 
my  dear  brother !  I  have  broke  liis 
heart !'  After  some  pause,  as  if  in 
doubt  whether  he  should  read  it  or 
not,  he  said,  ^  1  have  been  long 
educated  to  sorrow,  and,  cutting  as 
this  letter  will  be  to  my  h&irt,  I 
must  read  it.'  Beginning  with  the 
first  words,  ^  Unhappy  brother  1' 
he  cried  out  in  great  agony  of  mind, 
*  Unhappy,  indeed  V  and  then,  en- 
deavoring to  compose  himself,  read 
the  letter  with  emotions  suitable  to 
the  solemnity  of  its  contents,  and 
desired  to  read  it  a  second  time. 
It  was  then  proposed  to  the  com- 
pany present  to  unite  in  a  solemn 
prayer  to  God  for  him  :  they  con- 
sented, and  the  strangers  wept 
abundantly  on  the  occasion,  in 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  he  took 
his  last  farewell  of  Mr.  H.  a  friend 
of  his  brother,  and  of  Dr.  Allen  : 
be  said  ^  This  is  the  bitterness  of 
death :'  ho  eagerly  embraced  them 
both,  dropped  suddenly  down  on 
his  knees,  and  prayiul  to  God  to 
bless  them  for  ever. 

He  spent  all  that  night,  with  the 
youth  who  has  been  mentioned  be- 
fore,  in  his  devotions.  At  going 
into  the  cart  he  was  heard  to  say, 
^  O !  my  God,  I  have  forsaken 
thee!  but  1  win  trust  in  thee!'  and 
all  the  accounts  of  his  bv*haviour  in 


his  passage  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, and  at  it,  concur  in  testifying 
that  he  went  through  the  whole 
awful  scene  with  manly  firmness, 
joined  with  all  the  appearance  of 
true  devotion  :  and  ^  1  hope,'  says 
the  doctor,  ^  that  he  has  found  that 
mercy  with  God  which  he  so  ear- 
nestly sought.' 

To  this  mournful  account  of  a 
criminal  struggling  with  terror  and 
remorse,  in  the  expectation  of  a 
sudden,  a  violent,  and  ignominious 
death,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
add  a  view  of  the  prosperous  rob. 
ber,  while  he  is  enjoying  that 
which  he  gains  with  such  a  dread- 
ful hazard,  and  mixes  unsuspected 
in  the  most  gay  and  elevated  scenes 
of  life.  A  comparison  will  thus  be 
more  easily  made,  and  it  can  be 
determined  with  a  greater  certainty 
what  is  the  balance  of  the  account, 
and  on  which  side  it  will  fall:  we 
have  therefore  collected  the  follow, 
ing  particulars  from  many  parts  of 
Dr.  Allen's  account,  and  thrown 
them  together  iivthis  place. 

When  he  was  in  lodgings  at 
Chelsea,  and  probably  lived  iu  ex- 
ternal splendour,  the  agitation  and 
disturbance  of  his  mind  were  no 
great,  that  he  was  often  obser«ed 
to  roll  about  the  floor  of  his  room 
in  great  agony. 

When  he  was  among  ladies  and 
gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune,  and 
even  while  he  was  cngag^  in  the 
roost  splendid  and  captif sting  en- 
tertainments, the  anguish  of  his 
mind  was  too  strong  to  be  sup- 
pressed ;  and  hb  company  would 
then  ask  what  it  was  that  produced 
the  melancholy  and  disconteut  which 
they  perceived  in  hb  countenance. 

In  a  good  cause  no  man  had 
greater  courage  than  Maclanc;  but 
in  every  scheme  of  villainy  he  waa 
a  coward.  The  moment  in  which 
he  entered  on  the  highway  he  to- 
tally lost  hb  peace  of  mind,  and  be* 


KNAPP  St  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.        d3 


came  the  slave  of  dreadful  appre- 
hentidns  mnd  perpetual  terror. 

In  these  circumstances,  could  the 
ftietj  of  his  appearance  or  the  fa- 
Toar  of  the  great,  the  company  of 
women  or  the  splendour  of  a  mas. 
querade,  put  him  in  possession  of 
any  thing  equifalent  to  one  hour  of 
peace  and  safety  ?  Let  those  an. 
swer  whose  Iotc  of  pleasure  is  most 
predominant ;  their  decision  will  bo 
in  faTour  of  Tirtuc :  neither  let  the 
idle  nor  the  Toloptuous  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  shall  be  able  to  pro. 
cure  the  tame  gratifications  without 
the  same  alloy. 

The  state  of  the  mind  in  contem- 
plation of  crime  is  very  different 
from  that  which  follows  the  com- 
misscjon ;  the  sufferings  of  guilt  can. 
not  be  realized  by  imagination,  nor 
dnded  in  the  etperiment  Let 
those,  therefore,  who  are  yet  inno. 
cent,  make  no  approaches  to  the 
precipice  from  which  this  man  fell ; 
and  let  those  whose  crimes  have  not 
yet  been  detected  hasten  from  the 
brink. 

Arrived  at  Tyburn,  he  looked 


sadly  up  at  the  gallows,  and,  with 
a  heartfelt  sigh,  ezclaimed  <  O 
Jesus !' 

*  In  his  parch'd  e^es  the  deep-tonk  lean 
ezprett 
Hit  endless  misery,  his  dire  distress.' 

He  took  no  notice  of  the  popu. 
lace,  all  his  attention  being  Qxed 
upon  his  devotions  ;  and  spoke  to 
no  one  except  the  constable  that 
first  apprehended  him,  who  desired 
to  shake  hands  with  him,  and  en. 
treated  his  forgiveness;  to  which 
the  dying  man,  giving  hb  hand, 
replied,  <  I  forgive  you,  and  may 
God  bless  you  and  your  friends ; 
may  he  forgive  my  enemies,  and 
receive  my  soul.' 

He  suffered  on  the  3d  of  October, 
1750,  along  with  William  Smith, 
the  malefactor  before  named. 

It  is  somewhat  worthy  of  remark 
and  regret  that  two  young  men, 
tenderly  brought  up,  and  well  edu- 
cated, and  (still  more  melancholy) 
both  the  sons  of  pious  clergymen, 
should,  side  by  side,  have  thus  ren. 
dered  up  their  forfeited  lives  to  the 
injured  laws  of  their  country. 


JOHN  CARR, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FOHGEftY* 


The  history  of  this  man,  in  its 
commeocement,  reminds  ns  of  the 
adage  *  Diamond  cot  diamond,' — 
an  Irish  fortonchonter  versus  an 
£Dgiish  swindling  courtezan.  The 
Isdy,  however,  it  seems,  outwitted 
the  gentleman. 

John  Carr  was  a  native  of  the 
north  of  Ireland.  His  parents  were 
respectable,  and  his  education  was 
gented.  At  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  was  sent  to  reside  with  a  kins, 
nao  in  Dvblin.  When  he  grew  to 
years  of  maturity  his  kinsman  put 
kim  into  bosiness  as  a  wine  and 
braady  nerchant,  and  he  seemed  to 
be  IB  the  road  to  success ;  but,  his 
friaod  dying,  he  attached  himself  to 


bad  company,  neglected  his  bnsi. 
ncss,  lost  his  customers,  and  was 
soon  greatly  reduced  in  his  circum- 
stances. 

A  man  of  fortune,  who  was  one 
of  his  abandoned  associates,  Invited 
Carr  to  pass  part  of  the  summer  at 
his  seat  in  the  country ;  and,  set. 
ting  out  together,  they  stopped  at 
Kilkenny,  where  some  passengers 
quitted  a  coach,  among  whom  was 
a  young  lady,  whose  elegant  per. 
son  and  appearance  impressed  Carr 
with  an  idea  that  she  was  of  rank, 
and  inspired  him  with  the  first  sen- 
timents of  love  that  he  ever  felt. 

Throwing  himself  from  his  horse, 
he  handed  her  into  the  inn ;  and  a 
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propoiaJ  Mng  nuule  that  (he  com* 
pany  should  sop  together,  it  was 
agreed  toon  all  handi;  and^while  the 
•upper  was  preparing,  Carr  applied 
himself  to  the  coachman  to  learn 
the  hiitonr  of  the  young  lady ;  but 
all  the  information  he  eould  obtain 
was,  that  ho  had  taken  her  up  at 
Dublin  I  and  that  she  was  going  to 
the  Spa  at  Mallow. 

Carr,  being  aniious  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  lady, 
prefailed  on  the  company  to  re. 
pose  themselves  the  next  day  at  KiU 
keony,  and  take  a  view  of  the 
Duke  of  Ormondes  seat,  and  the 
eariositles  of  the  town.  This  pro- 
posal being  acceded  to,  the  e? ening 
was  spent  in  the  utmost  barmooy 
and  good  humour;  and  the  fair 
stranger  eren  then  conoelTed  an 
idea  of  making  a  cofiquest  of  Mr. 
Carr,  from  whose  appearance  she 
judged  thai  be  was  a  man  of  dis« 
tinclioii. 

In  the  morning  she  dressed  her- 
self to  great  advantage,  not  for- 
getting  the  ornament  of  jewels, 
which  sbe  wore  In  abundance ;  so 
that  when  she  entered  the  room 
Carr  was  astonished  at  her  appear- 
ance. She  found  the  influence  she 
bad  over  him,  and  resolved  to  afford 
bfan  an  early  opportunity  of  si^eak- 
faif  hb  sentisMnta;  and,  while  the 
CMipanywere  walking  in  the  gallery 
of  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  palace. 
Ibis  opnorhsnity  oiered, 

Tbalady  a4tct«d  dbpleasureat 
ao«ipttoitadeclarmti<in;  lnit,soon 
nsawning  a  more  afttble  deport- 
saent,  t&e  told  him  she  was  an 
SagMiwomaA  of  tank;  that  bis 
peiaon  waa  not  disagreeable  to  ber ; 
and  that,  if  be  was  a  man  of  f ortnae, 
and  iWa  conaani  of  bar  itlationa 
eonid  bo  obtainod,  sbe  sbonM  not 
ba  avaiaa  to  ttttesung  to  bts  ad- 
diwsses.  Sbe  Airtbtr  asid  tbat  sbe 
^  €«int  to  spend  part  of  Ibe  ansa- 
at  Mallow,  vrbore  yaoaaHMny 


would  be  agreeable;  and  be  fol- 
lowed her  to  that  place,  contrary 
to  the  advice  of  his  friend,  who  bad 
formed  a  very  unfavorable  opinion 
of  the  lady's  character. 

Here  he  dissipated  so  much  cash 
in  company  with  this  woman,  tbat 
he  was  compelled  to  borrow  of  bis 
friend,  who  remonstrated  on  the 
impropriety  of  the  connexion  ;  but 
Carr  still  kept  her  company,  and, 
at  the  end  of  the  season,  returned 
with  her  to  Dublin. 

Here  the  lovers  agreed  to  s^l  for 
England,  and  Carr  sold  some  small 
estates,  and,  borrowing  all  the  mo- 
ney he  possibly  could,  ddivered  the 
whole  to  his  mistress. 

Preparations  were  now  made  for 
the  voyage,  and  Carr  employed  bim- 
self  in  procuring  a  passage  to  Eng- 
land ;  but  in  his  absence  the  lady 
shipped  all  the  effects  on  board  a 
vessel  bound  for  Amsterdam  ;  and, 
having  dressed  herself  in  man's  ap- 
parel, sbe  embarked  and  sailed, 
leaving  Carr  to  ttgrti  bis  ilUjndged 
credulity. 

On  his  return  home,  diseovering 
bow  he  had  been  robbed,  be  was  at 
first  half  distracted  with  bis  loss ; 
but,  on  cooler  reflection,  be  tbongbt 
It  would  be  in  vain  to  pursue  the 
thief;  on  which  be  sold  tbo  few 
trifles  tbat  remained  of  bis  property, 
wblcb  producing  aboat  a  bnndrad 
pounds,  be  came  to  Laadoa,  and 
aaoa  spaat  the  whole  in  dabaacbeiy 
and  extravagance. 

Thus  reduced,  be  ealiatsd  as  a 
foot-soldier,  and  served  some  years 
before  be  was  discbarfed;  afler 
which  be  catered  as  a  maiiae  at 
Plymouth,  whesMO  be  came  to  Loa- 
dcm,  and  opeaed  a  sbop  ia  Hog 
Lane,  St.  G'des*s.  Henow 
a  girt  who  be  tboagbt  bad 
bat,  sooa  dHcotersag  ber  !■■■*■«/ f 
be  absadaaed  ber,  aad  icauisU  to 
Sbact*a  Gaidaas,  wbcaal 
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Haring  ingratiated  himself  into 
the  esteem  of  the  customers,  he 
opened  shop  on  his  own  account, 
and  soon  got  all  the  business  from 
his  late  partner.  This,  however, 
proved  of  no  service  to  him,  for, 
gettiog  into  bad  company,  ho  fre- 
qaeated  the  gaming-tables,  and  be- 
came the  dupe  of  sharpers. 

These  Tillains,  determined  to  pos« 
ie«s  themselves  of  all  his  money, 
offered  to  procure  him  a  wife  of 
fortune,  though  they  knew  he  had 
a  wife  living,  and  actually  contrived 
to  introduce  him  to  a  young  lady 
of  property.  A  marriage  would 
probably  have  taken  place,  but 
thai  one  of  them,  struck  with  re. 
morse  of  conscience,  developed  the 
affiur  to  her  father,  and  frustrated 
the  whole  scheme ;  and  soon  after- 
wards Carr*8  companions  quitted 
hla,  haTieg  reduced  him  to  the  last 
shUling. 

Having  been  intrusted  by  a  gen. 
tleman  with  a  draft  on  the  bank 
for  siztj  pounds,  he  received  the 
Bonej^  spent  it  all  in  the  lowest 
scenes  of  debauchery,  and  again 
entered  as  a  marine. 

There  being  something  in  his  de- 
portment superior  to  the  vulgar, 
he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
sergeant^  in  which  he  behaved  so 
weU,  thii  his  officers  treated  him 
with  siogolar  regard. 

The  vessel  in  which  he  sailed 
taking  a  merchant  ship  richly 
laden,  and  soon  afterwards  several 
smaller  vessels,  the  prize-money 
amonnted  to  a  considerable  sum ; 
which  gave  Carr  an  idea  that  very 
great  advantages  might  bo  obtained 
by  privateering.  Hereupon  he  pro. 
cuied  a  discharge;  and,  entering 
on  board  a  privateer,  was  made 
■laster-atarms. 

In  a  few  days  the  privateer  took 
two  French  ships,  one  of  which 
they  carried  to  Bristol,  and  the 
Qtlier  into  the  harbour  of  Poole* 
fiavL^^  refitted    their    ship,  they 


sailed  again ;  and,  in  two  days,  took 
a  French  privateer,  and  gave  chase 
to  three  others,  which  they  found 
to  have  been  b^nglish  vessels  be- 
longing to  Falmouth,  which  had 
been  captured  by  a  French  priva- 
teer. These  they  retook,  and  car- 
ried them  into  Falmouth  ;  in  their 
passage  to  which  place  they  made 
prize  of  a  valuable  French  ship,  the 
amount  of  which  contributed  to  en- 
rich the  crew. 

On  their  neit  trip  they  saw  a 
ship  in  full  chase  of  them,  on  which 
they  prepared  for  a  vigorous  de- 
fence; and,  indeed,  it  was  neces. 
sary,  for  the  vessels  fought  above 
forty  minutes  yard-arm  and  yard- 
arm.  Many  hands  were  lost  by 
the  French,  who  at  length  at. 
tempted  to  sheer  off,  but  were 
taken,  after  a  chase  of  some  leagues* 

The  commahder  of  the  Englbh 
privateer,being  desperately  wound- 
ed in  the  engagement,  died  in  a  few 
days;  on  which  Carr  courted  his 
widow,  and  a  marriage  would  have 
taken  place,  but  that  she  was  seized 
with  a  violent  fever,  which  de- 
prived her  of  life ;  but  not  before 
she  had  bequeathed  him  all  she  was 
possessed  of. 

Having  disposed  of  her  effects, 
he  repaired  to  London,  where  he 
commenced  smuggler :  but  his  ill. 
gotten  goods  being  seized  on  by  the 
officers  of  the  revenue,  he  took  to 
the  still  more  dangerous  practice 
of  forging  seamen's  wills,  and 
gained  money  thus  for  some  time ; 
but,  being  apprehended,  he  was 
brought  to  trial  at  tho  Old  Bailey, 
convicted,  and  was  sentenced  to 
die. 

He  was  of  the  Romish  persua- 
sion, and  died  with  decent  resigna- 
tion to  his  fate. 

Carr  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on 
the  16th  of  November,  1750. 

The  growth  and  fatal  effects  of 
an  intercourse  with  a  bad  woman  are 
thus  finely  described  by  Solomon, 


Knd  will  luperieJe  llic  ncccsiitj'  of 
our  sRyiiig  aoy  ihiiig  farther  0[i 
this  subject: — 

'For  ■[  (he  »iniIow  of  my 
house  I  looked  through  my  cmc- 
mcnt,  and  beheld  among  the  iimpic 
ones;  I  dUccrncd  among  the  youths 
a  young  man  void  of  undentand- 
ing,  passing  through  the  street 
near  her  corner;  and  he  went  the 
way  to  her  house,  in  the  twilight, 
in  (he  black  and  dark  night;  and 
behold  there  met  him  a  woman  with 
the  atliru  of  an  harlot,  and  lubtil 
of  heart.  (She  is  liiiid  and  ilub- 
born  ;  her  feet  abide  not  in  ber 
house;  now  sheis without,  now  in 
Ihe  strceti,  and  lielh  iu  wail  at 
CTcry  corner.)  So  she  c*agh(  him, 
and  kissed  him,  and  with  an  impu. 
dent  face  said  uulo  him,  I  hare 
peace- offerings  with  me  ;  this  day 
hare  I    payed  my   tows.     There- 


fore came  1  forth  to  meet  thef ,  i 
ligently  (o  seek  thy  face,  and  I 
hate  found  tliec.  I  haTc  decked 
my  bed  wi(h  coverings  of  tapestry, 
with  carted  works,  with  fine  linen 
of  t)gypt-  1  bare  perfumi'd  ray 
bed  with  myrrh,  aloei,  and  cinna- 
mon. Come,  let  ui  take  oarlill  of 
lore  until  ihe  morning  ;  let  us  so- 
lace oursi'lrcs  with  love.  With  her 
much  fair  spoech  «he  caused  him  to 
yield  ;  with  the  flattery  of  ber  lips 
»hc  forced  him.  He  gocth  after 
her  straightway,  as  an  ox  to  (he 
slaughter,  or  as  a  fool  to  the  correc- 
tion of  the  stocks  ;  till  a  dart  strike 
through  hii  liver  as  a  bird  haslcnc(h 
(o  the  snare,  and  knoweth  not  (hat 
it  is  for  his  life.  Hearken  unto  me 
now,  (herefore,  O  ye  children,  and 
attend  to  the  words  of  my  moulMT 
Let  not  thine  heart  incline 
Kai/s ;  go  not  astray  in  her  jiafhl 


WILLIAM  iiAKER, 


This  unforlunaic  man  was  born 
in  Cannon  Street,  where  his  father 
kept  a  baker's  shop,  and  livt'd  in 
good  reputation.  The  youlh  was 
educated  at  Merchant  Tailors' 
School,  and,  at  the  usual  age, 
bound  apprentice  to  a  grocer  in  a 
considerable  way  of  busiiiess  ;  and 
he  proicd  so  faithful  and  diligent  a 
servant,  that,  soon  after  the  lime 
of  his  apprenticeship  had  expired, 
his  master  admitted  him  an  e((ual 
partner  in  his  trade. 

Having  carried  on  (he  grocery 
trade  for  about  setcn  years,  he  de- 
clined (hat  business,  and  connected 
himself  in  partnership  with  Mr. 
Carter,  a  sngar. baker  ;  and  by  this 
new  undertaking  he  flattered  him- 
self in  the  expectation  of  speedily 
acquiring  a  fortune. 

About  (he  period  of  his  com- 
mencing tugar-bakcr  he  married 
one  of  his  cousins,  who  was  (he 
daughter  of  a  clergyman  in  Notlh- 


;    AN    KAST.INDtA   WAHHiST. 

n     amptODshire  ;  and  with  her  he  j 

r     ceivcd  b  handsome  fortune. 

u  Kor  several  years  he  fnllilledl 
his  engagements  with  the  grcaM 
punctuality,  and  was  supposed^ 
be  possessed  of  considerable  [ 

lie  allendcd  the  sates  of  the  E  ^_ 
India  Company's  goods,  and  fre- 
quently purchase*!  very  large  qnan. 
titicsoftcas,  and  had  extensive  deal- 
ings in  othi-r  ariidcs.  He  often, 
however,  snitaioed  considerable  loss 
by  the  sale  of  his  goods  ;  and  his  cir- 
cumstances at  length  became  so  em- 
barrassed, (hat  he  was  under  apprc. 
hen«ion  tliat  a  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy would  issue  against  him. 

Mr.  Baker  still  Uattered  himself 
that,  if  he  could  support  his  credit 
for  a  short  time,  matters  would 
take  a  more  favorable  turn,  and 
his  circumstances  be  retrieved.  Hii 
anxiety  to  afoid  a  bankruptcy  ia- 
duccd  bim  to  forgo  an  East. India 


warrant  Tar  gooiU  (o  ihn 

hnndri'il  am)  ttcenty-twa 
pounds,  which  warrant  hi'  |ia»<'il 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Ilultaiiil, 
who  leot  it  lu  the  India  Mouse, 
wiiere  the  fafgcry  was  drtccleti, 
and  Baker  va*  in  conicquence  ap. 
prehcailed. 

Being  fiut  on  hU  trial  at  (he  Old 
Bailey,  ivr(--ral  jieiitlemcn  of  rcjiu. 
appeared  in  lii>  behalf,  onil 
spoke  to  hi»  cliaracler  in  iho'mosl 
favorable  Ivrms :  bill  both  tlii; 
forgt^ry  and  the  uttering  the  coun- 
terfeit warrant  haTing  bi-en  proved 


WILLIAM  PARSONS,  ESQ. 
EsecuTED  roB  retuhnini;  fuom  TnANgpnaTATtuj 
TNKBnhapp/suUject  of  thtanar-  Surrey,  where  he  rccci 
mire  nu  the  eldeil  >nn  of  Sir  Wil-  rndimcnti  of  education, 
liam  Parions,  Bart,  of  iheconntyof  more  than  three  years 
Noltiagham,  and  was  born  in  Lon.  morcd  lo  Eton  College,  where  It 
don  in  the  year  1717.  Ho  was  wai  intended  thai  he  should  qualify 
pt>Md  onder  the  caro  of  a  pious  and  himself  for  one  of  the  univeraiti 
Icarn«dditincatP»pper.harrow,  in         While  he  w 
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(cd  (he  Grvt 
In  a  little 
he  waa  i 


T  at  Etoi 
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be  was  detected  in  stealing  a  volume 
of  Pope's  Homer  in  the  shop  of 
a  bookseller  named  Pole.  Being 
cbarged  with  the  fact,  he  conCesscd 
that  be  had  stolen  many  other  books 
at  different  times.  The  case  being 
represented  to  the  master,  Parsons 
underwent  a  very  severe  discipline. 

Though  he  remained  at  Eton 
nine  years,  his  progress  in  learning 
was  Tery  inconsiderable.  The  youth 
was,  indeed  I  of  so  unpromising  a 
disposition,  that  Sir  William  deter. 
mined  to  send  him  to  sea,  as  the 
most  probable  means  to  prcTent 
his  destruction ;  and  soon  procured 
bim  to  be  appointed  midshipman  on 
board  a  man  of  war  then  lying  at 
Spitbead,  under  sailing  orders  for 
Jamaica,  there  to  be  stationed  for 
three  years. 

Some  accident  detaining  the  ship 
beyond  the  time  when  it  was  ex. 
pected  she  would  sail,  Parsons  ap. 
plied  for  leaTC  of  absence,  and  went 
on  shore ;  but,  haTing  no  intention 
to  return,  he  immediately  directed 
hu  course  towards  a  small  town 
about  ten  miles  from  Portsmouth, 
called  Bishop's  Waltham,  where  he 
soon  ingratiated  himself  into  the 
laTOur  of  the  principal  inhabitants. 

His  figure  being  pleasing,  and  his 
manner  of  address  easy  and  polite, 
be  found  but  little  difficulty  in  re- 
commending  himself  to  the  ladies. 

He  became  greatly  enamoured  of 
a  beautiful  and  accomplished  young 
Uif^  the  danghter  of  a  physician  of 
considerable  practice,  and  prevailed 
upon  her  to  promise  she  would 
yield  him  her  hand  in  marriage. 

News  of  the  intended  alliance 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
father,  Sir  William,  and  his  uncle, 
the  latter  hastened  to  Waltham,  to 
prevent  an  union  which  he  appre- 
hended would  inevitably  produce 
the  ruin  of  the  contracting  parties. 

With  much  difficulty  the  uncle 
pre? ailed  upon  Parsons  to  return  to 


the  ship,  which  in  a  few  days  after* 
wards  proceeded  on  her  voyage. 

The  ship  had  not  been  long 
arrived  at  the  place  of  destination 
when  Parsons  resolved  to  desert^ 
and  return  to  England,  and  soon 
found  an  opportunity  of  shipping 
himself  on  board  the  Sheerness  man 
of  war,  then  'preparing  to  sail  on 
her  return  home. 

Immediately  after  his  arrival  in 
England  'he  set  out  for  Waltham, 
in  order  to  visit  the  object  of  his 
desires ;  but  his  uncle,  being  ap* 
prized  of  his  motions,  repaired  to 
the  same  place,  and  represented  his 
character  in  so  unfavorable,  but  at 
the  same  time  in  so  just  a  light,  as 
prevented  the  renewal  of  his  ad. 
dresses  to  the  physician's  daughter. 

He  went  home  with  his  uncle, 
who  observed  bis  conduct  with  a 
most  scrupulous  attention,  and  con. 
fined  him  as  much  as  possible  within 
doors.  This  generous  relation  at 
length  exerted  his  interest  to  get 
the  youth  appointed  midshipman 
on  board  his  majesty's  ship  the 
Romney,  which  was  ordered  on  the 
Newfoundland  station. 

Upon  his  return  from  Newfound, 
land.  Parsons  learnt,  with  infinite 
mortification,  that  tiie  Duchess  of 
Northumberland,  to  whom  he  was 
related,  had  revoked  a  will  made  in 
his  favour,  and  bequeathed  to  his 
sister  a  Tery  considerable  legacy, 
which  he  had  expected  to  enjoy. 
He  was  repulsed  by  his  friends  and 
acquaintance,  who  would  not  in  the 
least  countenance  his  visits  at  their 
houses  ;  and  his  circumstances  now 
became  exceedingly  distressed. 

Thus  situated,  he  applied  to  ar 
gentleman  named  Bailey,  with 
whom  he  had  formerly  lived  on 
terms  of  intimacy,  and  whose  hu* 
manity  Induced  him  to  invite  Par- 
sons to  reside  in  his  housoy  and  to- 
furnish  him  with  the  means  of  sup* 
parting  the  character  of  a  gentla^ 
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man.  Mr.  Bailej  was  also  indc. 
fatigable  in  his  endeavours  to  effect  a 
reconciliation  between  young  Par- 
sons and  bis  father,  in  which  he  at 
length  succeeded. 

Sir  William  baring  prc?ailed 
npoD  bis  son  to  go  abroad  again, 
and  procured  him  an  appointment 
under  the  governor  of  James  Fort, 
on  the  river  Gambia,  he  embarked 
on  board  a  Tessel  in  the  service  of 
the  Royal  African  Company. 

Parsons  had  resided  at  James 
Fort  about  nix  months,  when  a  dis- 
agreement took  place  between  him 
and  Governor  Aufleur;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  former  signi- 
fied a  resolution  of  returning  to 
England.  Hereupon  the  governor 
bformed  him  that  he  was  comniis- 
lioned  to  engage  him  as  an  indented 
servant  for  five  years.  Parsons 
warmly  expostulated  with  the  go- 
vernor, declaring  that  his  behaviour 
was  neither  that  of  a  man  of  pro- 
bity or  a  gentleman,  and  requested 
permission  to  return.  But,  so  far 
from  complying,  the  governor  issued 
orders  to  the  sentinels  to  be  parti, 
calarly  careful  lest  he  should  effect 
an  escape. 

Notwithstanding  every  precau- 
tion, Panoos  found  means  to  get 
on  bomrd  a  homeward-bound  vessel, 
and,  being  followed  by  Mr.  Aufleur, 
he  was  commanded  to  return ;  but, 
cocking  a  putol,  and  presenting  it 
to  the  governor,  he  declared  he 
would  fire  upon  any  man  who 
should  presame  to  molest  him. 
Hereupon  the  governor  departed, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  ship  sailed 
for  England. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  bis  na- 
tive country  he  received  an  invita- 
tion to  visiC  an  uncle  who  lived  at 
Eptom,  which  he  gladly  accepted, 
and  experienced  a  most  cordial  and 
ftiendly  reception. 

Ua  resided  with  his  uncle  about 
three  aottths,  and  was  treated  with 


all  imaginable  kindness  and  respect 
At  length  one  of  the  female  ser- 
vants in  the  family  swore  herself  to 
be  pregnant  by  him,  which  so  in- 
censed  the  old  gentleman,  that  he 
dismissed  Parsons  from  his  house. 

Reduced  to  the  most  deplorable 
state  of  poverty,  he  directed  his 
course  towards  the  metropolis ; 
and,  three  halfpence  being  his  whole 
stock  of  money,  he  subsisted  four 
days  upon  the  bread  purchased 
with  that  small  sum,  quenching  his 
thirst  at  the  pumps  he  casually  met 
with  in  the  streets.  He  lay  four 
nights  in  a  hay-loft  in  Chancery 
J^ne,  belonging  to  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  by  permission  of  the 
coachman,  who  pitied  his  truly  de- 
plorable case. 

At  length  he  determined  to  appljr 
for  redress  to  an  ancient  gentle- 
woman with  whom  he  bad  been 
acquainted  in  his  more  youthful 
days,  when  she  was  in  the  capacity 
of  companion  to  the  Duchess  of 
Northumberland.  Weak  and  ema- 
ciated through  want  of  food,  his 
appearance  was  rendered  still  more 
miserable  by  the  uncleanliness  and 
disorder  of  his  apparel ;  and,  when 
he  appeared  before  the  old  lady, 
she  tenderly  compassionated  his 
unfortunate  situation,  and  recom- 
mended him  to  a  decent  family  in 
Cambridge  Street,  with  whom  he 
resided  some  time  in  a  very  com- 
fortable manner,  the  old  gentle- 
woman defraying  the  charge  of  his 
lodging  and  board  ;  and  a  humane 
gentleman,  to  whom  she  had  com- 
municated his  case,  supplying  him 
with  money  for  common  expenses* 

Sir  William  came  to  town  at  the 
beginning  of  the  winter,  and  rc« 
ceived  an  unexpected  visit  from  his 
son,  who  dropped  upon  his  knees, 
and  supplicated  forgiveness  >»ith  the 
utmost  humility  and  respect.  His 
mother-in-law  was  greatly  enraged 
at  his  appearance,  ando] 
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(ler  huibaod  with  being  foolishly  pretext  of  being  entitled  to    the 

indulgent  to  so  graceless  a  youth,  above  legacy,  he  obtained  money 

at  the  same  time  decbring  that  she  and  effects  from  different  people  to 

would  not  live  in  the  house  where  a  considerable  amount ;  and,  among 

he  was  permitted  to  enter.  those  who  were  deceived   by  the 

Sir  William  asked  him  what  mode  above  stratagem,   was  a  tailor  in 

of  life  he  meant  to  adopt ;  and  his  Devereux   Court,    in   the  Strand, 

answer  was,  that  he  was  unable  to  who  gave  him   credit  for  several 

determine,    but   would  cheerfully  genteel  suits  of  clothes, 

pursue  such  measures  as  so  indulg-  The  money  and   other  articles 

ent  a  parent  should  think  proper  thus  fraudulently  obtained  enabled 

to  recommend.     The  old  gentle,  him  to  engage  in  scenes  of  gaiety 

man  then  advised  him  to  enter  as  a  and  dissipation  ;  and  he  seemed  to 

private  man  in^  the  horse-guards  ;  entertain  no  idea  that  his  happiness 

which  he  approved  of,  saying  he  would  be  but  of  short  duration, 

would  immediately  offer  himself  as  Accidentally  meeting  the  brother 

a  volunteer.  of  the  young  lady  to  whom  he  had 

Upon  mentioning  his  intention  to  made  professions  of  love  at  Wal- 

the  adjutant,  he  was  informed  that  tham,  he  intended  to  renew  his  ac- 

he  mu»t  pay  seventy  guineas  for  quaintance  nith  him,  and  his  ad. 

his  admission  into  the  corps.     This  dresses  to  his  sister  :  but  the  young 

oews  proved  exceedingly  afflicting,  gentleman  informed    Parsons   that 

as  he  had  but  little  hope  that  his  his  sister  died  suddenly  a  short  time 

fisthef  would  advance  the  necessary  after  his  departure  from  Waltham. 

•miu     Upon  returning  to  his  fa.  Parsons  endeavored  as  much  as 

ther'a  lodgings,  he  learnt  that  he  possible  to  cultivate  the  friendship 

had  set  out  for  the  country,  and  of  the  above  young  gentleman,  and 

left  him  a  present   of    only  five  represented  his  case  in  so  plausible 

shillings.  a  manner  as  to  obtain  money  from 

Driven  now  nearly  to  a  state  of  him  at  different  times  to  a  consider- 

dittraction,  he  formed  the  desperate  able  amount. 

resolution  of  putting  an  end  to  his  Parsons's  creditors  now  became 

ttie^  and   repaired  to  St.  James's  exceedingly  importunate ;    and  he 

Park)  intending  to  throw  himself  thought  there  was  no  probability 

in  Rosamond's  Pond.     While   he  of  relieving  himself  from  his  diffi. 

stood  on  the  brink  of  the  water,  culties  but  by  connecting  himself  in 

waiting  for  an  opportunity  of  car.  marriage  with  a  woman  of  fortune, 

rjtog  his  impious  design  into  effect,  Being  eminently  qualified  io  those 

it  occurred  to  him  that  a  letter  he  accomplishments  which  are  known 

had  received,  mentioning  the  death  to  have  a  great  influence  over  the 

of  an  aant,  and  that  she  had  be.  female  world.  Parsons  soon  ingnu 

qaeathed  a  legacy  to  his  brother,  tiatcd  himself  into  the  esteem  of  a 

might  be  made  use  of  to  his  own  young  lady  possessed  of  a  handsome 

advantage;  and  he  immediately  de-  iiidojiendence   bequeathed    her  by 

dined  the  thoughts  of  destroying  her  lately  deceased  father.     He  in- 

himself.  formed  his  creditors  that  he  had  a 

fie  produced  the  letter  to  sereral  prospect  of  an  advarftageous  mar. 

persons,  assuring    them    that   the  riage;  and,  as  they  were  ^^atisfied 

writer  had  been   misinformed  re.  that    the   lady  had    a   good  for. 

^ectiBg  the  legacy,  which  in  rea.  tune,  they  ivpplied  him  vilh  every 


"^ty  WW  iefl  to  hiMsell.    Under  the    thing  nectoary  for  proMcnttni  the 
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amoor,  being  persuaded  that,  if  the 
expected  union  look  place,  thej 
should  hare  no  difficulty  in  rcco- 
▼erine  their  respective  demands. 

The  marriage  was  solemnized  on 
the  10th  of  February,  1740,  in  the 
twenty. third  year  of  our  malefac- 
tor's age.  On  occasion  of  this 
erent  the  uncle  who  liTetl  at  Ep. 
som  Tisited  him  in  London,  and 
gave  bim  the  strongest  assurances 
that  be  would  exert  every  possible 
endeavour  to  promote  his  interest 
and  bappiness,  on  condition  that 
be  would  avoid  such  proceedings  as 
would  render  him  unworthy  pf 
friendship  and  protection.  His  re- 
lations in  genera]  were  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  connexion  he  had 
made,  and  hoped  that  his  irregular 
and  volatile  disposition  would  be 
corrected  by  the  prudent  conduct 
of  hb  bride,  who  was  justly  esteem. 
ed  a  young  lady  of  great  sweetness 
of  temper,  virtue,  and  discretion. 

A  few  weeks  after  his  marriage 
his  ancle  interceded  in  his  behalf 
with  the  Right  Honourable  Arthur 
Onslow ;  and,  through  the  interest 
of  Ibat  gentleman,  ho  was  appointed 
an  ensign  in  the  thirty-fourth  regi- 
ment of  foot. 

He  now  discharged  all  his  debts, 
which  proved  highly  satisfactory  to 
bis  relations ;  and  this  conduct  was 
the  meant  of  his  obtaining  further 
credit  in  times  of  future  distress. 

He  hired  a  very  handsome  house 
in  Poland  Street,  where  he  resided 
two  years,  in  which  time  he  had 
two  children,  one  of  whom  died 
very  young.  From  Poland  Street 
.  be  removed  to  Panton  Square  ;  and 
the  utmost  harmony  subsisted  be- 
tween him  and  his  wife,  who  were 
macb  respected  by  their  relations 
and  acquaintances. 

Bot  it  must  be  observed,  that, 
though  his  conduct  in  other  re- 
spects had  been  irreproachable  from 
the  tine  of  his  marriage,  be  was 


guilty  of  unpardonable  indiscretion 
as  to  the  manner  of  his  living ;  for 
he  kept  three  saddlc.hones,  a 
chaise  and  pair,  several  unneces. 
sary  servants,  and  engaged  in  many 
other  superfluous  expenses  that  his 
income  could  not  afford. 

Unfortunately  Parsons  became 
acquainted  with  an  infamous  gam- 
bler, who  seduced  him  to  frequent 
gaming-houses,  and  to  engage  in 
play.  He  thus  lost  considerable 
sums,  which  were  shared  between 
the  pretended  friend  of  Parsons 
and  his  wicked  accomplices. 

Parsons  was  now  promoted  to  a 
lieutenancy  in  a  regiment  that  was 
ordered  into  Flanders,  and  he  was 
accompanied  to  that  country  by 
the  abandoned  miscreant  whom  be 
considered  as  his  most  valuable 
friend.  The  money  he  lost  by 
gaming,  and  the  extravagant  man. 
ner  in  which  he  lived,  in  a  short 
time  involved  him  in  such  difli. 
culties,  that  he  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  selling  his  commission,  in 
order  to  discharge  his  debts  con- 
tracted in  Flanders.  The  commis* 
sion  being  sold.  Parsons  and  his 
treacherous  companion  returned  to 
England. 

His  arrival  was  no  sooner  kno-vn 
than  his  creditors  were  extremely 
urgent  for  the  immediate  discharge 
of  their  re*i|)ective  claims ;  which 
induced  him  to  take  a  private  lodg- 
ing in  Goui;h  Square,  where  he 
passed  under  the  denomination  of 
Captain  Brown,  fie  pretended  to 
be  an  unmarried  man,  and  saw  his 
wife  only  when  appointments  were 
made  to  meet  at  a  public  house. 
While  he  lodged  in  Gough  Square 
he  seduced  his  landlord's  daughter, 
who  became  pregnant  by  him  ;  and 
her  imprudence  in  yielding  to  the 
persuasions  of  Parsons  proved  the 
means  of  involving  her  In  extreme 
distress. 

His  creditors  having  discovered 
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tho  place  of  his  retreat,  he  deemed 
it  prudent  to  remove ;  and  at  this 
juncture  an  opportunity  offered  by 
which  he  hoped  to  retrieve  his  for. 
tune;  and  he  therefore  embarked 
as  captain  of  marines  on  board  the 
Dursley  privateer. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  ship 
at  Deal  Parsons  went  on  shore, 
provided  with  pistols,  being  deter- 
mined not  to  submit  to  an  arrest, 
which  ho  supposed  would  be  at- 
tempted. He  had  no  sooner  landed 
on  the  beach  than  he  was  ap. 
proached  by  five  or  six  men,  one 
of  whom  attempted  to  seize  him ; 
but  Parsons,  stepping  aside,  dis- 
charged one  of  his  pistols,  and 
lodged  a  ball  in  the  man's  thigh. 
Ho  then  said  ho  was  well  provided 
with  weapons,  and  would  fire  upon 
them  If  they  presumed  to  give  him 
further  molestation.  Hereupon  the 
officers  retreated ;  and  Parsons  re- 
turned to  tho  ship,  which  sailed 
from  Deal  the  following  morning. 

They  had  been  in  the  Channel 
about  a  week,  when  they  made  a 
prize  of  a  French  privateer,  which 
they  carried  into  the  port  of  Cork. 
Parsons,  being  now  afflicted  with  a 
disorder  that  prevailed  among  the 
French  prisoners,  was  sent  on  shore 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 
During  his  illness  the  vessel  sailed 
on  another  cruise ;  and  he  was  no 
sooner  in  a  condition  to  permit  him 
to  leave  his  apartment,'  than  he  be- 
came anxious  to  |)artake  of  the 
fashionable  amusements. 

In  order  to  recruit  his  finances, 
which  were  nearly  exhausted,  he 
drew  bills  of  exchange  on  three 
merchants  in  London,  on  which  he 
raised  sixty  pounds  ;  and,  before 
advice  could  bo  transmitted  to  Cork 
that  he  had  no  effects  in  the  hands 
of  the  persons  on  whom  he  had 
drawn  the  bills,  be  embarked  on 
board  a  vessel  bound  for  England. 

He  landed  at  Plynoath,  where 


he  resided  some  time  under  a  mili- 
tary character,  to  support  his  claim 
to  which  he  was  provided  with  a 
counterfeit  commission.  He  fre- 
quented all  places  of  public  resort, 
and  particularly  where  gaming  was 
permitted.  His  money  being  nearly 
^expended,  he  obtained  a  hundred 
pounds  from  a  merchant  of  Ply- 
mouth, by  means  of  a  false  draft 
upon  an  alderman  of  London. 
Some  time  after  the  discovery  of 
the  fraud  tho  injured  party  saw 
Parsons  a  transport  prisoner  on 
board  a  ship  bound  to  Virginia, 
lying  in  Catwater  Bay,  where  he 
assured  him  of  entire  forgiveness, 
and  made  him  a  present  of  a  guinea. 

From  Plymouth  Parsons  repaired 
to  London,  and,  his  money  being 
nearly  spent,  he  committed  the  fol- 
lowing fraud,  in  conjunction  with  a 
woman  of  the  town  : — Taking  his 
accomplice  to  a  tavern  in  the 
Strand  (where  he  was  known),  he 
represented  her  as  an  heiress  who 
had  consented  to  a  private  marriage, 
and  requested  the  landlord  to  send 
immediately  for  a  clergyman.  The 
parson  being  arrived,  and  aboat  to 
begin  the  ceremony,  Parsons  pre- 
tended to  recollect  that  he  had  for- 
gotten to  provide  a  ring,  and  or- 
dered the  waiter  to  tell  a  shop- 
keeper in  the  neighborhood  to 
bring  some  plain  gold  rings.  Upon 
this  the  clergyman  begged  to  re- 
commend a  Tcry  worthy  man,  who 
kept  a  jeweUer's  shop  in  theiieigh* 
borhood ;  and  Parsons  said  it  was 
a  matter  of  indifference  with  whom 
he  laid  out  his  money,  adding,  that, 
as  he  wished  to  compliment  his 
bride  with  some  small  present,  the 
tradesman  might  also  bring  some 
diamond  rings. 

The  rings  being  brought,  and  one 
of  each  chosen.  Parsons  prodoced 
a  counterfeit  draft,  saying  the 
jeweller  night  either  give  him 
change  then,  or  call  for  payment 
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after  the  ceremony ;  on  which  the 
jeweller  retired,  saying  he  would 
attend  again  in  the  afternoon.  In 
a  little  time  the  woman  formed  a 
pretence  for  leaving  the  room,  and, 
upon  her  not  retarning  soon,  our 
hero  affected  great  impatience,  and, 
without  taking  his  hat,  quitted  the 
apartment,  saying  he  would  inquire 
of  the  people  of  the  house  whether 
bis  bride  had  not  been  detained  by 
some  unforeseen  accident. 

After  waiting  a  considerable  time, 
the  clergyman  called  the  landlord ; 
and,  as  neither  Parsons  nor  the 
woman  could  bo  found, it  was  right, 
ly  concluded  that  their  whole  inten- 
tion  was  to  perpetrate  a  fraud.  In 
the  mean  time  our  hero  and  his  ac. 
complice  met  at  an  appointed  place, 
and  divided  their  booty. 

Soon  after  the  above  transaction 
Parsons  intimated  to  a  military  of. 
ficer  that,  on  account  of  the  many 
embarrassments  he  was  under,  he 
was  determined  to  join  the  rebel 
army,  as  the  only  expedient  by 
which  he  conid  avoid  being  lodged 
in  prison.  The  gentleman  repre- 
sented the  danger  of  engaging  in 
such  an  ad?enturc,  and,  lest  his  dis. 
trcfs  should  precipitate  him  to  any 
rash  proceeding,  generously  sup. 
plied  bin  with  forty  guineas,  to 
answer  present  exigencies. 

He  soon  after  borrowed  the 
above  gentleman's  horse,  pretending 
that  he  had  occasion  to  go  a  few 
miles  into  the  country  on  a  matter  of 
business ;  but  he  immediately  rode 
to  Smithfield,  where  he  sold  the 
horse  at  a  very  inadequate  price. 

That  he  might  escape  the  resent. 
mentof  the  gentleman  whom  he  had 
treated  in  so  unworthy  a  manner, 
he  lodged  an  information  against 
him,  as  being  disaffected  to  the  go. 
vemment :  in  consequence  of  which 
he  vras  deprived  of  his  commis'sion, 
and  suffered  an  imprisonment  of  sis 
nontht.     He   czhibitetl    informa. 


tions  of  a  similar  nature  against  two 
other  gentleman,  who  had  been 
most  liberal  benefactors  to  him,  in 
revenge  for  refusing  any  longer  to 
supply  him  with  the  means  of  in. 
duiging  his  extravagant  and  profli. 
gate  disposition. 

In  the  year  1745  he  counter- 
feitcd  a  draft  upon  one  of  the 
collectors  of  the  excise,  in  the  name 
of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  for 
five  hundred  pounds.  He  carried 
the  draft  to  the  collector,  who 
paid  him  fifty  pounds  in  part,  being 
all  the  cash  that  remained  in  his 
hands. 

He  went  to  a  tailor,  saying  he 
meant  to  employ  him  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  gentleman  of  the 
army  whom  he  had  long  supplied 
with  clothes ;  adding,  that  a  cap. 
tain's  commission  was  preparing  for 
him  at  the  War.office.  The  tailor 
furnished  him  with  several  suits  of 
clothes,  but,  not  being  paid  accord- 
ing to  agreement,  he  entertained 
some  suspicion  as  to  the  responslbi- 
lity  of  his  new  customer ;  and  there, 
fore  inquired  at  the  War-office  re- 
specting Captain  Brown,  and  learnt 
that  a  commission  was  making  out 
for  a  gentleman  of  that  name.  Un. 
able  to  get  any  part  of  the  money 
due  to  him,  and  determined  to  be 
no  longer  trifled  with,  he  instituted 
a  suit  at  common  law,  but  was  non- 
suited, having  laid  his  action  in  the 
fictitious  name  of  Brown,  and  it  ap- 
pearing that  Parsons  was  the  de- 
fendant's real  name. 

Parsons  sent  a  porter  from  the 
Ram  Inn,  in  Smithfield,  with  a 
counterfeit  draft  upon  Sir  Joseph 
Hankey  and  Company  for  ^r^ 
hundri'd  pounds.  Parsons  fol- 
lowed the  man,  imagining  that,  if  he 
came  out  of  Sir  Joseph's  house 
alone,  he  would  have  received  the 
money  ;  but  that,  if  he  was  accom- 
panied by  any  person,  it  would  be  a 
strong  proof  of  the  forgery  being 
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discofered.      Upon   obserring  Sir 
Joseph^  therefore,  get  into  a  hack, 
ney .coach  with  the  porter,  he  re- 
'foUed  not  to  return  to  the  inn. 

He  next  went  to  a  widow  named 
Bottomley^  who  lived  near  St. 
George's  church,  and,  saying  he 
had  contracted  to  supply  the  regi- 
mcnt  to  which  he  belonged  with 
bats,  gave  her  an  order  to  the 
amoant  of  a  hundred  and  tiity 
pounds.  He  had  no  sooner  got 
possession  of  these  hats  than  he 
sold  tbeoi  to  a  Jew  for  one  half  of 
*•  the  sum  he  had  agreed  to  pay  for 
them. 

Being  strongly  apprehensive  that 
he  could  not  long  avoid  arrest  from 
some  of  his  numerous  and  highly 
exasperated  creditors,  by  means  of 
counterfeit  letters  he  procured  him. 
self  to  be  taken  into  custody  as  a 
person  disaffected  to  the  king  and 
government ;  and  he  was  supported, 
without  expense,  in  the  house  of 
one  of  the  king's  messengers,  for 
the  space  of  eighteen  months. 

Being  released  from  the  messen. 
ger's  house,  he  revolved  in  his  mind 
a  variety  of  schemes  for  eluding  the 
importunity  of  his  creditors,  and 
at  length  embarked  for  Holland, 
where  be  remained  a  few  months ; 
and,  when  his  money  was  nearly 
expended,  returned  to  England.  A 
few  days  after  his  arrival  in  Lon- 
don he  went  to  a  masquerade, 
where  he  engaged  in  play  to  the 
hazard  of  erery  shilling  he  pos- 
sessed, and  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
obtain  a  sufficient  sum  for  his  main, 
tenance  for  several  months. 

His  circumstances  being  again 
distressed,  he  wrote  in  pressing 
terms  to  his  brother-in-law,  who 
was  an  East  India  director,  entreat* 
ing  that  he  would  procure  him  a 
commission  in  the  company's  ser. 
Tice,  either  by  land  or  sea.  The 
purport  of  the  answer  was,  that  a 
gentleman  in  the  Temple  was  au. 


thoriaed  to  giTe  the  supplicant  a 
guinea,  but  that  it  would  be  fmit- 
less  for  bim  to  expect  further  fa. 
Vours. 

Having  written  a  counterfeit 
^  draft,  he  went  to  Ranelagh  on  a 
masquerade  night,  where  he  passed 
the  draft  to  a  gentleman  who  laid 
won  some  small  sums  of  him.  The 
party  who  receive^  the  draft  of. 
fercd  it  for  payment  in  a  day  or 
two  afterwards,  when  it  was  proved 
to  be  a  counterfeit,  in  consequence 
of  which  Parsons  was  apprehended* 
and  committed  to  Wood  Street 
Compter. 

As  no  prosecutor  appeared.  Par- 
sons was  necessarily  acquitted  ;  but 
a  detainer  being  lodged,  charging 
him  with  an  offence  similar  to  the 
above,  he  was  removed « to  Maid- 
stone gaol,  in  order  for  trial  at  the 
l^nt  assizes  at  Rochester. 

Mr.  Carey,  the  keeper  of  the 
prison,  treated  Parsons  with  great 
humanity,  allowing  him  to  board  in 
his  family*  and  indulging  him  in  every 
privilege  that  he  could  grant  with- 
out a  manifest  breach  of  the  duties 
of  his  office.  But  such  was  the  in. 
gratitude  of  the  culprit,  that  he  me- 
ditated a  plan,  which,  had  it  taken 
effect,  would  have  utterly  ruined 
the  man  to  whom  he  was  indebted 
in  such  great  obligations.  His  in. 
tention  was  privately  to  take  the 
keys  from  Mr.  Carey's  apartment; 
and  not  only  to  escape  himself,  but 
even  to  give  liberty  to  every  prisoner 
in  the  gaol ;  and  this  scheme  he 
communicated  to  a  man  accused  of 
being  a  smuggler,  who  reported  the 
matter  to  Mr.  Carey,  desiring  him 
to  listen  at  an  appointed  hour  at 
night,  when  he  would  hear  a  con- 
versation that  would  prove  bis  in- 
telligence to  be  authentic.  Mr. 
Carey  attended  at  the  appointed 
time ;  and,  being  convinced  of  the 
ingratitude  and  perfidy  of  Parsons* 
he  abridged  him  of  the  indalgences 
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-be  had  before  enjoyed,  and  caused 
him  to  be  close!  j  confined, 

fieiog  conTicted  at  the  assizes  at 
Rochester,  he  was  sentenced  to 
transportation  for  seven  years ;  and 
in  the  following  September  ho  was 
pet  onboard  the  Thames,  Captain 
Dobbins,  bound  for  Maryland,  in 
company  with  upwards  of  a  hundred 
and  serenty  other  convicts,  fifty  of 
whom  died  on  the  Toyagr.  In  No- 
vember,  1740,  Parsons  was  landed 
at  Annapolis,  in  Maryland  ;  and, 
having  remained  in  a  state  of  slavery 
abont  seven  weeks,  a  gentleman 
oi  considerable  property  and  in- 
fluence,  who  was  not  wholly  unac 
quainted  with  his  family,  compas. 
sionsting  his  unfortunate  situation, 
obtained  his  freedom,  and  received 
him  at  his  house  in  a  .most  kind  and 
hospitable  manner. 

Persons  had  not  been  in  the  gen- 
tleman's family  many  days  before 
he  rode  off  with  a  horse  which  was 
lent  him  by  his  benefactor,  and  pro- 
ceeded towards  Virginia;  on  the 
borders  of  which  country  he  stop- 
ped a  gentleman  on  horseback,  and 
robbed  him  of  five  pistoles,  a  moi- 
done,  and  ten  dollars. 

A  few  days  after  ho  stopped  a 
Uidy  and  gentleman  in  a  chaise,  at- 
tesided  by  a  negro  servant,  and 
robbed  them  of  eleven  guineas  and 
soflse  silver:  after  which  he  di- 
ittiitd  htt  course  to  Potomack 
river,  where,  finding  a  ship  nearly 
lemij  to  sail  for  England,  he  em- 
barked, and  after  a  passage  of 
twenty-five  days  landed  at  White- 
haven* 

He  now  produced  a  forged  let. 
ler,  io  the  name  of  one  of  his  rela. 
tions,  to  a  capital  merchant  of 
Whitehaven,  signifying  that  he  was 
catitled  to  the  family  estate,  in  con. 
leqaence  of  his  father's  decease, 
and  preTiiled  upon  him  to  discount 
a  fidse  draft  upon  a  banker  in 
Loadoo  for  seveoty-five  pounds. 


Upon  his  arrival  in  the  metro, 
polis  he  hired  a  handsome  lodging 
at  the  west  end  of  the  town ;  but 
he  almost  constantly  resided  in 
houses  of  ill  fame,  where  the  money 
he  had  so  unjustifiably  obtained  was 
soon  dissipated. 

Having  hired  a  horse,  he  rode  to 
Hounslow  Heath,  where,  between 
ten  and  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  he 
stopped  a  postchaise  in  which  were 
two  gentlemen,  whom  he  robbed  of 
hwe  guineas,  some  silver,  and  a 
watch. 

A  short  time  afterwards  he* 
stopped  a  gentleman  near  Turnham 
Green,  about  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  and  robbed  him  of  thirty 
shillings  and  a  gold  ring.  The  gen. 
tieman  requested  that  the  ring  might 
be  returned,  as  he  valued  it,  being 
his  wife's  wedding-ring.  Parsons 
complied  with  this  request,  and  vo« 
luntarily  returned  the  gentleman 
Are  shillings,  telling  him  at  the  same 
time  that  nothing  but  the  most 
pressing  necessity  could  have  urged 
him  to  the  robbery :  after  which 
the  gentleman  shook  hands  with  the 
robber,  assuring  him  that,  on  ac- 
count of  the  civility  of  his  beha- 
viour, he  would  not  appear  to  pro- 
secute if  he  should  hear  of  his  being 
apprehended. 

He  attempted  to  rob  a  gentle- 
man in  a  coach  and  four  near  Ken- 
sington, but,  hearing  some  company 
on  the  road,  he  proceeded  towards 
Hounslow,  and  on  his  way  thither 
overtook  a  farmer,  and  robbed  him 
of  between  forty  and  fifty  shillings. 
He  then  took  the  road  to  Coin- 
brook,  and  robbed  a  gentleman's 
servant  of  two  guineas  and  a  half, 
and  a  silver  watch.  After  this  he 
rode  to  Windsor,  and  returned  to 
London  by  a  different  road. 

His  next  expedition  was  on  the 
Hounslow  road ;  and  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Heath  he  stopped  two 
gentlemen,   and  robbed   them    of 
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•eren  guineas,  some  sil?er,  and  a 
corioosly  wrought  silver  snnff-boi. 

Returning  to  his  lodgings  near 
Hyde  Park  Corner  one  evening,  he 
OTertook  a  footman  in  Piccadilly, 
and,  joining  company  with  him,  a 
familiar  conversation  took  place, 
in  the  course  of  which  Parsons 
learnt  that  the  other  was  to  set  out 
early  on  the  following  Sunday  with 
a  portmanteau,  containing  cash  and 
notes  to  a  considerable  value,  the 
property  of  his  master,  who  was 
then  at  Windsor. 

On  the  Sunday  morning  he  rode 
towards  Windsor,  intending  to  rob 
the  footman.  Soon  after  he  had 
passed  Turnham  Green  he  over, 
took  two  gentlemen,  one  of  whom 
was  Mr.  Fuller,  who  had  prose- 
cuted him  at  Rochester,  and  who, 
perfectly  recollecting  his  person, 
warned  him  not  to  approach. 
However,  he  paid  no  attention  to 
what  Mr.  Fuller  said,  but  still  con. 
tinned  sometimes  behind  and  some- 
times before  them,  though  at  a  very 
inconsiderable  distance. 

Upon  coming  into  the  town  of 
Hounslow,  the  gentlemen  alighted, 
and  commanded  Parsons  to  sur- 
render, adding  that,  if  he  did  not 
Instantly  comply,  they  would  alarm 
the  town.  He  now  dismounted, 
mad  earnestly  entreated  that  the 
gentlemen  would  permit  him  to 
apeak  to  them  in  private,  which 
they  consented  to  ;  and  the  parties 
being  Introduced  to  a  room  at  an 
inn.  Parsons  surrendered  his  pistols, 
which  were  loaded  and  primed,  and 
supplicated  for  mercy  in  the  most 
pathetic  terms. 

In  all  probability  he  would  have 
been  permitted  to  escape,  had  not 
Mr.  Day,  then  landlord  of  the  Rose 
and  Crown,  at  Hounslow,  come 
into  the  room,  and  advised  that  he 
might  be  detained,  as  he  conceived 
him  very  nearly  to  answer  the  dc- 
*cription  of  a  highwayman  by  whom 


the  roads  in  that  part  of  the  coun. 
try  had  been  long  infested.  He  was 
secured  at  the  inn  till  the  next  day, 
and  then  examined  by  a  magistrate, 
who  committed  him  to  Newgate. 

Parsons  was  now  arraigned  for 
returning  from  transportation  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
his  sentence ;  nothing  therefore  ro. 
mained  to  convict  him  but  the  iden- 
tifying bis  person.  This  done,  he 
received  sentence  of  death.  His 
distressed  father  and  wife  used  all 
their  Interest  to  obtain  for  him  a 
pardon,  but  in  vain  :  he  was  an  old 
offender,  and  judged  by  no  means  a 
fit  object  for  mercy. 

While  Parsons  remained  in  New- 
gate, his  behaviour  was  such  that 
it  could  not  be  determined  whether 
he  entertained  a  proper  idea  of  his 
dreadful  situation.  There  is,  in- 
deed, but  too  much  reason  to  fear 
that  the  hopes  of  a  reprieve  (in 
which  he  deceived  himself  even  to 
the  last  moments  of  his  life)  induced 
him  to  neglect  the  necessary  prepa- 
ration  for  eternity. 

His  taking  leave  of  his  wife  af- 
forded a  scene  extremely  affect- 
ing :  he  recommended  to  her  pa- 
rental  protection  his  only  child, 
and  regretted  that  his  misconduct 
had  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  censo- 
rious world  to  reflect  upon  both  the 
mother  and  son. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he 
joined  in  the  devotional  exerdses 
with  a  fervency  of  seal  that  proved 
him  to  be  convinced  of  the  neces- 
sity of  obtaining  the  pardon  of  hb 
Creator. 

William  Parsons,  Esq.  suffered 
at  Tyburn,  on  the  11th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1751. 

In  tracing  the  depraved  and  me- 
lancholy course  of  this  ill-fated 
man,  the  humane  reader  cannot  but 
be  struck  with  the  apparent  hollow- 
hearted  ness  and  apathy  of  his  father. 
It  is,  no  doubt,  difficult  to  tell  the 
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precue  degree  of  proTOcation  Sir 
William  had  reccired ;  but  we  see 
that  young  Parsons  was  befriended, 
loag  after  his  natural  protector  had 
tbaodooed  hini|  by  an  uncle,  and 
sereral  other  more  dbtant  con. 
■eiioBt;  and  it  should  be  recol. 
lectcd  tiiat,  if  the  child  owes  affoc. 
tion  and  patient  forbearance  to. 
wards  its  parent,  the  latter  is  no 
lessboond  to  exercise  similar  duties 
towards  the  being  whom  he  has 
been  iostromental  in  bringing  into 
the  world.  Nothing  but  the  most 
hopdess  and  resolute  depravity  (if 
erea  thai)  should  extinguish  a 
father'a  tenderness  ;  and  It  certain, 
ly  does  not  appear  to  us  that  the 


wretched  subject  of  the  preceding 
narratire  had  reached  that  point  at 
the  period  of  his  utter  desertion  by 
the  baronet.  If^  at  their  last  re. 
corded  interview,  instead  of  advis- 
ing his  penitent  son  to  enter  the 
horse-guards  as  a  private,  (for  which 
purpose,  too,  he  left  him  altogether 
unprovided,)  Sir  William  Parsons 
had  extended  to  him  the  feelings  of 
real  kindness  and  reconciliation, 
it  is  possible  that  his  own  name 
might  have  been  saved  from  igno. 
miny,  and  the  youthful  prodigal 
(who  was  then  at  an  age,  perhaps, 
the  most  susceptible  of  moral  Im. 
provement)  restored  to  his  family, 
to  himself,  and  to  his  God. 


THOMAS  REYNOLDS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  UlOU  TREASON* 


This  traitor  was  a  Roman  Ca. 
tholic,  bom  and  educated  in  Ire. 
land*  He  was  an  excellent  scholar, 
being  master  of  the  Latin  and 
French  languages.  While  a  young 
man  he  went  orer  to  France,  where 
he  enlisted  as  an  hussar,  wearing 
false  whiskers,  his  beard  not  yet 
being  grown.  On  the  rebel  expe* 
dition  being  fitted  out  there  to  in. 
▼ade  Sootlud,  he  served,  in  the  ca* 
pacitj  of  valet,  an  officer,  who  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Culloden. 
After  this  he  was  taken  at  Carlisle, 
aad,  from  speaking  French  so  very 
flneotly,  was  exchanged  as  a 
Frenchman. 

Being  a  man  of  genteel  address, 
be  ingratiated  himself  so  far  into 
the  good  opinion  of  a  rich  widow, 
near  Carlisle,  as  to  persuade  her  to 
■arry  him : 

'  O  Frailty,  thy  name  is  Woman  !' 

He  soon,  however,  left  the 
wklow,  taking  away  from  her  all 
he  could  lay  his  hands  upon,  and 
rstswed  to  France,  where  he  got 
aa  appcMAtment  in  the  retinue  of 


the  ambassador  from  that  country 
to  the  Court  of  St»  James's. 

Having  now  some  money,  he  de. 
termined  on  taking  a  public  house, 
his  master  having  attended  King 
George  IL  on  a  visit  to  Hanover, 
and  left  him  behind.  He  then  sent 
for  his  wife  to  attend  the  bar,  while 
he  put  in  practice  a  plan  which  he 
had  long  had  in  contemplation,  of 
seducing  our  soldiers,  and  enlisting 
them  for  the  service  of  France; 
and  in  this  treasonable  practice  he 
was  too  long  successful.  His  pub. 
lie  house  was  in  St.  Gileses,  and 
frequented  by  lewd  women  and  men 
of  abandoned  morals.  Regarding 
the  once  splendid  widow,  in  her 
present  employ  of  waiting  upon 
such  vagabonds, 

'  Oh,  what  a  falling  off  was  there  !' 

Several  soldiers  of  the  guards  fre. 
quented  Reynolds'  house,  and,  hav. 
ing  already  sent  oft  some  to  France, 
he  began  to  practise  his  deceit  upon 
one  Carnes,  a  private  soldier  in  the 
foot-guards.  He  persuaded  him  to 
take  money  for  this  service,  and 
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showed  him  fourteen  or  fifteen 
•uits  of  regimentals  which  had  be- 
longed to  soldiers  whom  he  had  al- 
ready sent  to  France.  He  desired 
hin  to  cot  oif  his  hair,  wear  a 
smock  frock,  and  toaToid  the  large 
towns,  or  pass  through  in  the  night, 
on  hu  road  to  DoTer.  As  a  guard 
OTer  him,  he  sent  one  of  the  prosti- 
tntes,  many  of  whom  he  had  at  his 
command,  who  was  to  see  him 
shipped,  and  give  him  money. 
Thus  he  meant  to  evade  the  proof 
of  his  having  enlisted  him. 

Arrived  at  Dover,  Games  went  to 
thecastle,  and  disclosed  the  treason 
to  the  fort.major.  The  woman, 
finding  this,  fled  back  to  London. 

The  insinuations  which  Reynolds 
used  to  tempt  the  soldiers  from  their 
loyalty  were,  to  represent  the  se- 
vere punishments  in  the  English 
army,  and  the  lenity  of  that  of  the 
French  ;  tnd  that  he  had  power  to 
enlist  for  Lord  Ogilvie's  regiment, 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  French  ar- 
my, where  they  would  be  treated 


like  gentlemen.  He  gave  them 
abundance  of  spirituous  liqaors, 
and  sent  prostitutes  to  keep  them 
company,  until  he  found  an  oppor- 
tunity of  shipping  them.  He  also 
contributed,  at  different  timet,  to 
send  to  France  English  arms  and 
ammunition.  All  this  was  sup- 
posed to  be  for  the  purpose  of  an- 
other invasion  and  rebellion  in  Scot- 
land. 

The  fort-major  detailed  Games, 
and  sent  Information  to  the  War- 
office.  Reynolds,  before  he  could 
be  apprized  of  this,  was  seised,  his 
house  searclied,  and  different  regi- 
mental  clothing  found  conceal^. 
He  was  convicted  of  the  treason 
on  the  clearest  evidence,  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  hanged,  which  sen- 
tence was  carried  into  execution  at 
Tvburn. 

He  protested  his  innocence  to 
the  very  last  moment  of  his  life,  and 
declared  that  he  went  to  be  hanged 
with  as  much  satisfaction  as  thoagb 
again  going  to  be  married. 


NORMAN  ROSS, 

EXECUTED  FOB  MURDER. 


About  the  time  when  this  man 
met  his  most  deserved  punishment 
the  public  journals  teemed  with  ac- 
counts of  the  impudence  and  crimes 
of  the  party-coloured  tribe  of  ser- 
vants, denominated  footmen.  To 
such  a  daring  pitch  had  they 
arrived  as  to  commit  a  riot  at  the 
theatre  in  Drury  Lane,  even  in  the 
presence  of  the  heir-apparent  to 
the  throne.  One  evening  when 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
the  father  and  mother  of  King 
George  IIL  attended  the  perform- 
ance, these  miscreants  commenced  a 
dreadful  uproar.  It  was  then  the 
custom  to  admit  fellows  in  livery 
into  the  upper  gallery  gratis  in 
compliment  to  their  employers,  on 
whom  they  were  supposed  to  be  in 


attendance.  Not  content  with 
peaceably  witnessing  the  perform- 
ance,  they  grew  to  such  a  pitch  of 
impudence  as  to  interrupt  those  who 
paid  for  admission,  and,  assuming 
the  prerogative  of  critics,  hissed  or 
applauded  with  the  most  offensive 
clamour.  In  consequence  of  these 
violent  proceedings  the  manager 
shut  the  door  against  them,  unless 
they  each  paid  thmr  shilling. 

One  night,  when  that  part  of 
the  royal  family  already  mentioned 
were  present,  they  mustered  in  a 
gang,  to  the  number  of  three  hun- 
dred, broke  open  the  doors  of  the 
theatre,  fought  their  way  to  the 
very  door  of  the  stage,  and,  in  their 
progress,  they  wounded  twenty- 
five  peaceable  people.    Golojiel  Dis 
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VdJ,  then  an  active  magistrate  for 
Westminster,  also  happened  to  be 
preseot,  and  in  vain  attempted  to 
read  a  proclamation  against  such 
an  outrage ;  but,  though  thcjr  ob. 
ttrocted  him  in  his  duty,  he  caused 
the  ringleaders  to  be  secured,  and 
the  next  day  committed  three  of 
them  to  Newgate. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  they  were 
convicted  of  the  riot,  and  sentenced 
to  imprisonment. 

la  the  mean  time,  the  cholcr  of 
these  upstarts  was  raised  to  such  a 
pitch,  that  they  sent  the  following 
threat  to  the  manager : — 

^  To  Mr.  Fleetwood^  in  Lincoln's'' 
Inn^Fieldsj  Master  oj  the  Thea- 
ircj  Drury  Lane, 

^  Sir, — We  are  willing  to  ad. 
nonuh  you,  before  we  attempt  our 
design :  and  provided  you  use  us 
dvil,  and  admit  us  into  our  gal- 
lery, which  is  our  property,  ac- 
cording to  formalities ;  and  if  you 
think  proper  to  come  to  a  compo. 
sitioQ  this  way,  you'll  hear  no  fur. 
ther;  and,  if  not,  our  intention  is 
to  combine  in  a  body,  incognito^ 
and  reduce  the  playhouse  to  the 
ground ;  valuing  no  detection— we 
are  iodemnified !' 

The  manager  carried  this  letter 
to  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  who  or- 
dened  a  detachment  of  fifty  soldiers 
to  do  doty  there  each  night,  and 
i^JU  deterred  the  saucy  knaves  from 
carrjiag  their  threats  into  execu- 
tion. From  this  time  the  gallery 
has  been  purged  of  such  vermin. 
Even  in  the  present  day,  let  any 
one  ohuTf^  a  footman  there,  who 
has  since  been  obliged  to  pay  for 
beiag  admitted,  and  it  will  soon  be 

*  Aboat  thu  lime  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  Bart.  aUo  received  a 
^vcaiening  letter  from  the  same  quarter,  a  copy  of  which,  in  order  a»  well  to  show  the 
ifnorancc  as  die  daring  effroaiery  of  footmen,  we  subjoin  : 

•  Sir  Frani  Da»liwo<Ml  I  have  taken  this  lioper  tanete  to  a  Qoent  Vou  That  if  You  do 
ga  ^M  M  Yoo  do  YoD  satenly  lose  Your  Life  and  that  Black  that  Lord  Nerthamptoo  and 
•oae  Boce  that  I  have  not  meatioiied  for  when  that  You  go  to  dine  You  ^  houc  and 

ksves  woo  farthcn  nor  woot  let  yoor  Sarvanti  tak  One  farthen  for  if  You  dont 


found  that  he  is  the  most  noisy  in- 
solent fellow  of  the  whole  audience. 

At  the  Edinburgh  theatre  it  was 
also  a  custom  to  admit  men  wearing 
the  badge  of  servitude,  into  the  gal- 
lery, gratis, 

VVhen  Garrick's  inimitable  farce, 
called  ^  High  Life  Below  Stairs,' 
wherein  the  waste  and  impudence 
of  domestic  servants  of  rich  men  is 
completely  exposed,  was  perform- 
ed, a  most  violent  clamour  broke 
out  in  the  gallery,  so  as  entirely  to 
interrupt  the  performance,  and  put 
the  other  part  of  the  audience  in 
fear  of  the  consequences.  The 
hardy  Scotchmen,  however,  laid 
hold  of  the  rioters,  and  kicked  every 
footmaui  who  alone  were  concerned, 
out  of  the  house,  where,  without 
paying,  they  never  more  entered. 

Some  short  time  after  this  abridg- 
ment of  their  misused  pleasures 
gentlemen  determined  to  abolish 
the  disgraceful  impoitition  on  their 
guests,  in  giviug  money  to  their 
already  over-pampered  servants, 
which  they  looked  for  as  an  equal 
matter  of  right  to  their  free  admis. 
sion  to  the  theatres,  and  which  they 
called  vales ;  a  word  now  happily 
exploded  by  modern  lexicographers. 
This  second  infringement,  as  they 
calletl  it,  on  their  just  prerogative, 
aroused  them  to  more  daring  out- 
rages of  the  law. 

Sir  George  Saville,  who  took  a 
leading  part  in  this  laudable  domes- 
tic reformation,  for  its  long  endur. 
ance  would  have  only  tended  to 
make  them  more  impudent,  had  in- 
cendiary  letters  sent  him,  threaten, 
ing  his  person,  and  to  set  fire  to  his 
noble  mansion,  unless  he  again  per. 
mitted  his  servants  to  Uke  vales.* 
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In  fact,  the  saucy  knaTcs  tagged  to 
the  thronged  retinues  of  our  men  of 
orergrown  fortunes,  efen  to  this 
dayj  leTy  contributions  on  their 
masters*  tradesmen,  and  on  such 
unfortunate  people  as  they  conceive 
approach  the  halt-door  to  sue  for 
favour ;  aye,  reader,  'tis  very  true ; 
and,  should  you  wish  to  see  a  lord, 
you  must,  even  as  you  get  admis. 
sion  to  a  lion,  pay  his  serving.man. 
Without  this  introductory  business 
being  settled,  even  in  this  day  of 
attempted  reform,  they  will  neither 
take  up  your  letter,  nor  announce 
you,  should  you  not  be  in  the  habit 
of  egress  and  regress  through  the 
lofty  hall,  or  massy  gates  they 
guard,  to  the  gorgeous  presence  of 
their  master.  Without  a  fee,  they 
will,  with  supercilious  and  con- 
temptuous looks,  view  you  from 
bead  to  foot,  demand  your  business, 
then  equivocate,  and  cast  an  eye  at 
your  pocket,  which,  if  you  do  not 
open,  you  will  stand  but  a  poor 
chance  of  conveying  your  business 
to  the  ear  of  their  master. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the  minister 
of  Ring  George  IL  when  poshed 
for  a  majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  would  say,  ^  Every  man 
has  his  price :'  and  truly  said  Sir 
Robert ;  for  we  find  the  very  ver- 
min that  crawl  about  wealth  and 
power  must  be  paid — they,  too, 
must  have  their  bribe.  Even  their 
masters  might  have  failed  in  abo- 
lishing these  vales,  which  were  ex- 


acted at  erery  meal  they  partook 
of  with  a  friend,*  had  not  govern- 
ment, by  a  proclamation,  offered  a 
reward  for  apprehending  the  author 
of  the  letter  to  Sir  George  Saville, 
so  that  he  might  be  brought  to  con- 
viction. 

Ross  was  descended  from  repu- 
table parents  at  Inverness,  in  the 
north  of  Scotland,  who  gave  him  a 
good  education,  and  intended  that 
he  should  be  brought  up  in  a  mer- 
chant's counting-house ;  but,  before 
he  had  completed  his  fifteenth  year, 
his  father  and  mother  died,  leaving 
Norman  and  several  other  children 
wholly  unprovided  for. 

Norman  made  application  for 
employment  to  several  merchants ; 
but,  though  he  was  well  qualified 
for  business,  his  proposals  were  re- 
jected, because  he  could  not  raise 
the  sum  usually  given  upon  enter, 
ing  Into  a  merchant's  service  as  an 
articled  clerk. 

Thus  situated,  he  engaged  him- 
self as  footman  to  a  widow  lady  of 
fortune,  who,  on  account  of  having 
been  acquainted  with  his  parent, 
behaved  to  him  with  singular  kind- 
ness. The  lady,  had  a  son  who  was 
then  a  military  officer  in  Flanders; 
and,  the  campaign  there  being  con- 
cluded, the  young  gentleman  re- 
turned to  his  native  country,  to 
visit  his  mother,  and  transact  aome 
business  particularly  relating  to 
himself. 

Observing  Ross  to  possess  many 


leave  of  You  sarten  shall  have  a  Dose  of  J>eden  Pills  and  tha  bare  vere  hard  to  digest 
for  if  Sarvants  has  but  Nine  Pounds  tha  cannot  Cecp  a  Wife  and  Faniele  For  Yeu  m«tt 
bild  Work  Howses  and  Cep  Them  but  You  will  not  live  to  se  them  bilt  for  I  wod  have 
Yout  be  all  wase  prepared  for  Deth  for  You  do  se  that  iheare  is  nothing  bat  robin  apon 
the  hi  Way  and  (hat  is  o  caisened  by  no  thing  Else  but  bj  starven  the  Pbfjre  Svrraiits 
and  so  You  muftt  concider  a  bout  This  a  fare  for  dam  You  You  shall  suffer  aad  ball  audi 
Blacks  and  more  such  Blacks  as  Youer  self  and  so  I  ham 

'  Youer  and  be  dam'd.' 

His  maje^jf's  pardon  was  offered  to  an j  (except  the  person  who  sent  it)  that  would 
discover  those  concvrned  ;  and  Sir  Francis  Dashwood  offered  one  hundred  pounds  Air 
the  like  discovery,  but  the  writer  escaped. 

*  The  facetious  Dean  Swift,  on  leaving4he  table  of  a  nobleman,  said^ '  Pray«  ay  lordy 
ahall  I  pay  here  for  my  dinner,  or  shall  I  give  the  price  of  it  at  the  datr,  at  I  past  yoar 
hungry  footmen  f 
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qoalificationt  not  usual  to  persons 
in  his  situation,  he  proposed  taking 
him  abroad,  in  the  capacity  of  valet- 
de-chambre;  and  the  old  lady  ac- 
qoiesced  in  her  son's  desire. 

Ross  continued  in  the  ofiicer*s 
serfice  for  the  space  of  about  five 
jeart,  during  which  period  lie  be. 
bared  with  the  utmost  diligence  and 
iideiltj.  The  regiment  being  broke, 
on  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  of 
Aiz*la.Chapelle,  the  officer  set  out 
on  the  tour  of  France  and  Italy, 
and  Rou  returned  to  Scotland,  for 
the  beoefit  of  his  native  air. 

So9n  after  his  return  to  Scot- 
land be  recovered  his  health,  and 
let  ont  ID  order  to  pay  his  respects 
to  his  former  mistress ;  but,  learn- 
ing that  she  had  been  dead  about 
three  weeks,  he  repaired  to  Edin- 
bargh,  where  he  was  hired  as  a 
footman  by  an  attorney.at.Iaw. 
HaTing contracted  an  intimacy  with 
aaamber  of  livery  servants,  he  was 
lednced  by  their  example  to  the 
pnctices  of  swearing,  gaming, 
jdiiaking^  and  other  vices ;  and  was 
diMiisied  from  his  service  on  ac- 
coont  of  his  impudence  and  the  ir- 
nfalarity  of  his  conduct. 

Roat  DOW  became  footman  to 
Mrs.  Hiae,  a  widow-lady  of  great 
fortooeaad  remarkable  piety. 

Id  Ifte  winter  she  resided  at  £^in- 
bargby  aad  in  the  summer  at  a  viU 
lage  eaJied  Ayton,  about  four  miles 
from  tbe  town  of  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed.  Abont  four  months  after 
he  bad  been  hired  by  Mrs.  Hume 
the  lady  removed  to  her  hou^fe  at 
Aytoo  ;  and,  some  time  after,  a  fe. 
aervant  in  the  family,  with 
be  had  maintained  a  criminal 
),  was  brought  to  bed  ; 
aad  it  therefore  became  necessary 
far  him  to  supply  her  with  money 
hr  tbe  support  of  herself  and  the 


le  eontinned  to  provide  her  with 
tbeaaaas  of  subsistence,  from  the 
of  April  till  Aagnst)  by 


borrowing  money  of  his  fellow- 
servants,  and  other  persons  with 
whom  he  was  acquainted. 

The  woman  at  length  becoming 
exceedingly  importunate,  and  hii 
resources  being  wholly  exhausted, 
he  was  driven  nearly  t^a  state  of 
distraction,  and  in  that  ouposition 
of  mind  formed  the  fatal  resolution 
of  robbing  his  mistress. 

Mrs.  Hume  slept  on  the  first  floor, 
in  an  apartment  behind  the  dining- 
room,  and,  being  unapprehensive  of 
danger,  her  bed-chamber  door  was 
seldom  locked ;  and  with  this  cir« 
cumstance  Ross  was  well  acquaint- 
ed, as  also  that  she  usually  put  the 
keys  of  her  bureau  (and  the  other 
places  where  her  valuable  effects 
were  deposited)  under  her  pillow. 

He  determined  to  carry  his  exe- 
crabio  design  into  execution  on  a 
Sunday  night ;  and,  waiting  in  his 
bed. room  without  undressing  him- 
self till  he  judged  the  family  to  be 
asleep,  he  descended,  and,  leaving 
his  shoes  in  the  passage,  proceeded 
to  his  lady's  bed-chamber.  Upoa 
his  endeavoring  to  get  possession 
of  the  keys  the  lady  was  disturbed, 
and,  being  dreadfully  ahirmed,, 
called  for  assiitance  ;  but,  the  rest 
of  the  family  lying  at  a  distant  pari 
of  the  house,  her  screams  were  not 
heard.  Koss  immediately  seised  a 
clasp-knife  that  lay  on  the  table, 
and  cut  his  mistress's  throat  in  a 
most  dreadful  manner.  This  hor- 
rid act  was  no  sooner  perpetrated, 
than,  without  waiting  to  put  on  his 
shoes,  or  to  secure  either  money  or 
other  effects,  he  leaped  out  of  tbe 
window,  and,  after  travelling  seve- 
ral miles,  concealed  himself  iu  a 
field  of  corn. 

In  the  morning  the  gardener  dis* 
covered  a  livery  hat,  which  the  mur- 
derer had  dropped  in  descending 
from  the  window  ;  and,  suspecting 
that  something  extraordinary  had 
bappeaed,  he  alaroied  bis  Mlow- 
serrants^ 
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The  disturbance  in  the  house 
brought  the  two  daughters  of  Mrs. 
Hume  down  stairs ;  but  no  words 
can  express  the  horror  and  con- 
sternation of  the  young  ladies  upon 
beholding  their  indulgent  parent 
weltering^  in  her  blood,  and  the 
fatal  instfument  of  death  lying  on 
the  floor. 

Ross  being  absent,  and  his  shoes 
and  hat  being  found ,  it  was  con. 
eluded  that  he  must  hate  committed 
the  barbarous  deed ;  and  the  but- 
ler therefore  mounted  a  horse,  and 
alarmed  the  country,  lest  the  mur- 
derous Tillaiu  should  escape.  The 
butler  was  soon  joined  by  great 
numbers  of  horsemen ;  and  on  the 
conclusion  of  the  day,  when  both 
men  and  horses  were  nearly  ex- 
hausted through  excessive  fatigue, 
the  murderer  was  discovered  in  a 
field  of  standing  corn.  His  hands 
being  tied  behind  him,  he  was  taken 
to  an  adjacent  public  house,  and  on 
the  following  morning  was  con* 
ducted  before  a  magistrate  of  Edin- 
burgh, who  committed  him  t6  pri- 
son. 

On  the  trial  of  this  offender,  he 
had  the  effrontery  to  declare  that 
his  mistress,  usually  admitted  him  to 
her  bed,  and  that  it  was  his  constant 
practice  to  leave  his  shoes  at  the 
dining-room  door.  He  said  that 
upon  entering  the  chamber  he  per- 
ceived the  lady  murdered,  and 
leaped  through  the  window  in  or. 
der  to  discover  who  had  perpe- 
trated the  barbarous  deed  ;  adding, 
that,  having  lost  his  hat,  he  did  not 
choose  to  return  till  evening,  and 
therefore  concealed  himself  among 
the  corn.  He  was  severely  repri- 
manded by  the  Court  for  aggravat- 
ing his  guilt  by  aspersing  the  cha- 
racter of  a  woman  of  remarkable 
Tirtne  and  piety,  whom  he  had 
cruelly  deprived  of  life. 

The    law  of  Scotland  bore  an 


affinity  to  that  of  the  Romans.  It 
invested  the  judges  with  power  to 
punish  criminals  in  such  manner 
as  they  might  deem  proportioned 
to  their  offences.  This  privilege 
was  exercised  in  the  case  of  Ross, 
whose  crime  having  been  attended 
with  many  aggravating  circum. 
stances,  he  was  sentenced  to  have 
hb  right  hand  chopped  off,  then  to 
be  hanged  till  dead,  the  body  to  be 
hung  in  chains,  and  the  right  hand 
to  be  affixed  at  the  top  of  the  gib- 
bet, with  the  knife  made  use  of  in 
the  commission  of  the  murder. 

Upon  receiving  sentence  of  death 
he  began  seriously  to  reflect  on  hu 
miserable  situation,  and  the  next 
day  requested  the  attendance  of 
Mr.  James  Craig,  one  of  the  mi- 
nisters of  Edinburgh,  to  whom  he 
confessed  his  guilt,  declaring  that 
there  was  no  foundation  for  Ms  re- 
flections against  the  chastity  of  the 
deceased. 

Six  weeks  elapsed  betwcM  the 
time  of  his  trial  and  that  of  fall  csc- 
cution,  during  which  he  waivliitcd 
once  every  day  by  Mr.  Craig.  He 
showed  every  sign  of  the  moit 
cere  penitence,  and  refuted  'tb- 
company  two  prisoners  wlu>  broke 
out  of  gaol,  saying  he  had  no-de* 
sire  to  recover  his  liberty,  bst^  o« 
the  contrary,  would  cheerful^ Mb* 
mit  to  the  utmost  severity^  |ni- 
nishment,  that  he  might  amke 
atonement  for  his  wickedoets.  <> 

The  day  appointed  for  potting 
the  sentence  of  the  law  into  force 
being  arriTc-d,  Ross  walked  to  the 
place  of  execution,  holding  Mr. 
Craig  by  the  arm.  Having  address- 
ed  a  pathetic  speech  to  the  populace, 
and  prayed  some  time  with  great 
fervency  of  devotion,  the  rope  was 
put,  round  his  neck,  and,  the  other 
end  of  it  being  thrown  oTcr  the 
gallows,  it  was  taken  hold  of  by 
four  chimney-sweepers.*    The  cri- 


*  The-  chimnej-flweepers  of  Edinborgh  were  obliged  to  assist  the  eatetttioner  whcfl* 
ever  re  quired. 
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kiinat  now  laid  liis  rif;)it  hiinJ  upon 
b«  block,  and  it  wai  alrtick  oil'  by 

Ibr  eiecaiianer  at  two  blows;  \m. 

Bcdiattly  after  which  Ihi^  chtmnfy. 
Itwecpen,  by  iiiitling  ihc  rope, 
I  nitcd  btm  rrom  the  i;round  :  uhcn 
I  ke  fell  the  rope  drawing  tifihl,  by 
I  •conTulrivc  metiun  be  tlruiik  tliu 
tkUwdy  wriil  agiintl  his  cbeuk, 
l'«hich  gifc  him  an  itpiiiarance  lao 
I  (thaillj'  lo  admit  iit  ditcripliun. 
'  The  body  wu  pUuMl  in  chains,  and 

huni;  upon  ■  nibbcl,  the  hand  beirii; 

t>Ucnl  o<er  the  head  wiMi  tho  knife 
ick  through  ii. 


Thii  atTcnder  wan  eiccuted  at 
Kdiubiirgli  on  the  Kih  of  Jatiuarj, 
1751. 

But  little  ii  necessary  (o  be  (aid 
on  ihe  caie  uf  this  mun,  to  ob?ii>ui 
are  the  n-fleciions  that  will  occur 
to  cvu.y  n-adcr.  M'hon  he  bad 
roniniiiieJ  the  murdrr,  inch  wu 
fho  hurriir  of  bi«  mind  that  he  bad 
not  |iowvr  lo  ufTcct  the  robbery, 
which  wai  hia  orixinal  duaigo,  or 
eien  to  f!0  to  the  door  uf  the  onl. 
ward  room  for  hii  ahoe*,  liioujih 
thry  were  cMcnIially  neccatary  to 
ht4  flight. 
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mado  a  principal  »peaking  character 
in  the  magnificent  play  of^  Hamlet;' 
and,  indccfl,  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  admirable  plot  which  the  work 
contains. 

The  *  Tcmpcsr  of  the  great  bard 
has  its  spirits,  and  the  ^  Comus*  of 
Milton  its  enchantment.  But  it  is 
hoped  those  times  arc  past,  and, 
Reason  asserting  her  right  in  the 
mind  of  man,  things  supernatural 
ha?e  long  bocn  nearly  disbelieved. 

But  not  alone  in  Britain,  and  the 
then  separate  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
did  this  superstition  prevail ;  all  the 
ciTilizcd  parts  of  Europe  were  tine- 
turcd  with  the  same  absurdity. 

By  the  fanatics  who  first  inha- 
bited New  England,  in  America,  it 
was  planted  in  all  its  terrors  ;  and, 
before  we  proceed,  we  shall  show 
that  our  brethren  across  the  ?ast 
Atlantic  put  each  other  to  death, 
under  the  forms  of  a  court  of  law 
founded  on  the  constitution  of  Eng- 
land,  on  charges  of  witchcraft. 

The  following  copy  of  an  indict, 
mcnt,  furnished  us  by  a  friend  who 
took  it  from  the  American  Court 
record,  must  prove  a  matter  of  cu. 
riosity  to  the  reader  at  the  present 
enlightened  era  :  — 

*  Essex,  ss.  (a  town  in  the  colony 
of  Massachuscts  ikv,  in  New  Eng. 
land.) 

^  The  jurors  of  our  sovereign 
lord  and  Udy,  the  king  and  queen 
(King  William  and  Queen  Mary), 
present,  that  George  Burroughs, 
late  of  Falmouth,  in  the  province  of 
Massachuscts  Bay«  clerk  (a  Fres. 
byterian  Diinistcr  o(  the  Gospel), 
the  ninth  ddv  of  Mav.  and  divers 
oihor  dj>s  and  time^^as  «til  before 
as  after,  certain  do  testable  arti, 
called  witchcratt  and  sorceries, 
wickedly  and  feloniously  hath  used, 
imctiMfd^  and  exercised,  at  and  in 
tW  lowu  of  Salem,  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  upon  and  against  one 
M^  Walkot,  single    woman,  by 


which  said  wicked  arts  tifie  said 
Mary,  on  the  day  aforesaid,  and 
divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well 
before  as  after,  wa<i,  and  is,  tor- 
tured, afflicted,  pined,  consumed, 
wasted,  and  tormented,  against  the 
peace,  &c.' 

A  witness,  by  name  Ann  Putnam, 
deposed  as  follows  :  ^  On  the  8th  of 
May,  1692,  I  saw  the  apparition 
of  George  Burroughs,  who  griev. 
ously  tormented  me,  and  urged  mo 
to  write  in  \\U  book,  which  I  re- 
fused.    He  then  told  me  that  his 
two  first  wives  would  appear  to  me 
presently,  and  tell  me  a  great  many 
lies,  but  I  must  not  bclie?e  them. 
Then  immediately  appeared  to  me 
the  forms  of  two  women  in  wind- 
ing^hcets,  and  napkins  about  their 
heads  ;  at  w  hich  I  was  gremtlj  af- 
frighted.   They  turned  their  faces 
towards  Mr.  Burroughs,  and  looked 
red  and  angry,  and  told  him  tlttt  ho 
had  been  very  cruel  to  theai,and  that 
their   blood  called  for  Tsngnance 
against  him  ;  and  they  also  told  him 
that  they  should  be  clothed  with 
white  robes  in    Heaven   when  ho 
should  be  cast  down  into  hdl  ;  and 
he  immediately  vaoi^hed  awaj.  And 
as  soon  as  he  was  gone  the  women 
turned  their  faces  towards  me,  and 
looked  as  pale  as  a  white  wall ;  and 
told  me  they  were  Mr*  Burronghs's 
two  wifcs,  and  that  he  hud  mur- 
dered them.    And  one  laid  me  she 
was  hb  tot  wife,  and  hm  stubbed  her 
under  the  left  breist,  and  put  a 
piece  of  sealing-wax  in  the  wound ; 
and  she  pulled  aside  the  winding- 
sheet,  and  showed  me  the  place :  she 
also  told  me  that  she  was  in  the 
house  where  Mr.  Daris,  the  minister 
of  IXinTcn,  then  lived,  when  it  was 
done.     And  the  other  told  me  chat 
Mr.  Burroughs,  and  a  wife  that  ho 
hach  now,  kilLd  her  in  the  fesscl  as 
she  was  coming  to  see  her  friends 
from   the  eastward,  because    they 
would  hate  one  another*    And  they 
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boCk  charged  me  to  tell  these  things 
to  the  magistrates  before  Mr.  Bor. 
roiighs^s  face ;  and,  If  he  did  not 
own  them,  they  did  not  know  but 
thej  should  appear  (his  morning. 
This  morning,  also,  appeared  to  mo 
another  woman  in  a  windlng^hcet) 
and  told  me  that  she  was  Good- 
man Fuller's  first  wife,  and  Mc 
Barronghf  killed  her,  because  (here 
was  a  difference  between  her  hns. 
band  and  him.  Also,  the  ninth  day 
of  May,  during  his  examination,  he 
did  most  grievously  torture  Mary 
Walkot,  Mercy  Lewis,  Elizabeth 
Hublwd,  and  Abigail  Williams,  by 
pindiing,  pricking,  and  choking 
ehem.' 

Upon  the  aboTe,  and  some  other 
such  evidence,  was  this  unfortunate 
man  condemned;  and,  horrible  to 
idafe,  executed !  Many  other  un. 
happy  wretches  suffered  at  the  gal- 
lows oo  similar  charges. 

Having  shown  the  mischief  of  this 
gross  niperatition  in  a  world  newly 
dbeovered,  let  us,  before  we  pro- 
ceed upon  the  trial  of  Colley,  take 
a  slight  retrospect  of  the  state  of 
soeietj  in  this  respect,  in  the  IGth 
cesitory,  on  the  more  enlightened 
continent  of  Europe. 

We  find  it  asserted  that,  in  the 
year  ld(n,a  country.  woman,named 
Michelle  Chaudron,  of  the  little 
territory  of  Genera,  met  the  devil 
h  her  way  from  the  city  !  The 
devH  gave  her  a  kiss,  received  a 
homage,  and  imprinted  on  her  up- 
per lip  and  on  her  right  breast  the 
mark  which  he  was  wont  to  bestow 
•poo  his  favorites.  This  seal  of 
the  devil  was  described  to  be  a  little 
s^  upon  the  skin,  which  renders 
It  insensible,  as  we  are  a^isurcd  by 
all  the  demonographical  civilians  of 
those  times. 

The  devil  ordered  Michelle  Chau- 
dron to  bewitch  two  young  girls. 
She  obeyed  her  master  punctually* 
The  parents  of  the  two  girls  ac- 


cused her  of  dealing  with  the  devil. 
The  young  women  themselves,  being 
confronted  with  the  criminal,  de- 
clared that  they  felt  a  continual 
prickling  in  some  parts  of  their 
bodies,  and  that  they  wore  possess- 
ed. Physicians  were  called — at  least 
men  who  passed  for  physicians  in 
those  days.  They  visited  the  girls. 
They  sought  for  the  seal  of  the  devil 
on  the  body  of  Michelle,  which  seal 
is  called,  in  the  verbal  process,  the 
satanical  mark.  Into  one  of  these 
marks  they  plunged  a  long  needle, 
which  was  itself  no  small  torture* 
Blood  issued  from  the  wound,  and 
Michelle  testified  by  her  cries  that 
the  part  was  not  insensible.  The 
judges,  not  yet  finding  sufficient  evi- 
dence that  Michelle  Chaudron  was 
a  witch,  ordered  her  to  bo  tortured, 
which  infallibly  produced  the  proof 
they  wanted.  The  -poor  creature, 
overcome  by  pain,  confessed  at  last 
every  thing  they  desired. 

The  physicians  sought  again  for 
the  satanical  mark,  and  found  it  in 
a  little  black  spot  on  one  of  her 
thighs.  Into  this  they  plunged  their 
needle.  The  poor  creature,  al- 
ready exhausted,  and  almost  expir- 
ing with  the  pain  of  the  torture,  was 
insensible  to  the  needle,  and  did 
not  cry  out.  She  was  instantly 
condemned  to  be  burnt:  but,  the 
world  b<*ginning  at  this  time  to  be  a 
little  more  civilized,  her  murderers 
ordered  her  to  be  previously 
strangled. 

In  the  year  1 748,  in  the  bishopric 
of  Wurtsburg,  an  old  woman  was 
convicted  of  witchcraft,  and  burnt. 
This  was  an  extraordinary  pheno- 
menon in  the  eighteenth  century, 
particularly  among  a  people  who 
boasted  of  having  trampled  super- 
stition under  their  feet^  and  flat- 
tered themselves  that  they  had 
brought  their  reason  to  perfection. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1751,  a 
man  named  Nichols  went  to  Wll- 
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lUm  Ddl,  the  cricr  of  Hemel- 
Hvmpstcaii,  in  llerifordsliire,  and 
(lolitercd  to  him  n  pioce  of  pspcr, 
wilh  four-tivnce  to  cry  the  iirord« 
written  thereon  ;  a  copj'  of  nhich 
li  as  follows: — ■ 

'Thii  »  to  give  notice  thit  on 
Monday  neit  a  man  anil  a  woman 
arc  to  be  publicly  ilucki'il  al  Tring, 
in  (liii  county,  for   their  wicked 

This  notice  wat  given  at  Winslow 
and  I^ifihton.Oiixzard,  as  well  aa 
at  llemel-Hempilead,  on  the  re- 
apective  market-day*,  and  was 
heard  by  Mr.  Bartoa,  orer^eer  of 
the  parish  of  Tring,  «  ho  being  in- 
formed (hu(  the  persons  inletideil  lo 
be  ducked  were  John  Oiliorne,  and 
Hulh  his  wife,  and  hailng  no  doubt 
of  the  good  characltT  ol  both  ihe 
parties,  he  sent  them  lu  the  work, 
house,  a«  a  protection  from  the  rage 
of  the  mub. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the 
practice  of  the  inlcrnal  ceremony 
an  immense  number  of  people,  sup- 
posed lo  be  not  fewer  than  lite 
thousand,  a<sembled  near  the  work- 
house at  Tring,  rowing  revenge 
against  Osborne  and  hiii  wife,  as  a 
wizanl  and  a  witch,  and  demanding 
that  ihcy  should  be  delitend  up  to 
their  fury;  ihcy  likewise  pulled 
down  a  wall  belonging  lo  the  work- 
house, and  bruke  (lie  windows  and 
window-frames. 

On  the  preceding  erening  the 
master  of  the  norklu.use,  suspect- 
ing some  tiolonce  from  what  he 
heard  of  the  dispoiiiiun  of  the  peo- 
ple, had  sent  Osborne  anil  his  wire 
(o  the  vestry -room  be1oni;ing  lothc 
church,  at  a  place  the  rouit  likely 
to  secure  (hem  from  tiiiull. 

The  mob  would  not  give  cridii 
to  the  master  of  the  wnrkhoutc  ihat 
the  parties  were  remoTed,  bu(, 
rushing  into  the  house,  searched  it 
through,  examining  Ihe  cloteis, 
boxe»,    trunks,  and  even   the  ^all. 


box,  in  search  of  Ihem. 
being  a  hole  in  the  ceiling  wht 
appeared  to  have  been  left  by  I 
plasterers,  Colley,  who  wis  on«^ 
the  must  actiie  of  Ihe  gang,  c 


his  being  dui 
ilh   similar  y 


'.  by  Charles  Yo 


lid  pull  Ai 
house,  and  set   hru   lo    tbe    whi 
tuwnufTting,  cirepl  Osborne 
his  wife  were  produced. 

The  master  of  the  wsrkboi 
apprehensive  that  Ihey  wouldcai 
their  threats  into  eiocuti<Mi, 
formed  them  at  U'ni;Ih  where 
poor  people  were  concealed 
which  the  whole  mob.  with  Coll 
at  their  bead,  went  to  the  chni 
and  bcouRht  them  olfin  Irlomph. 

This  being  ilune,  the  me 
brutes  conducted  them  to  a 
called  Marls  ton- Me  re,  wher« 
man  and  woman,  haiing 
stripped,  were  separately  lied  up 
in  a  cloth  ;  a  rope  waa  then  bound 
round  Ihe  body  of  the  woman,  un. 
der  her  arm-pits,  and  two  men 
dragged  her  into  the  pond,  and 
through  it  several  times ;  Cotlcy 
going  into  Ihe  pond,  and, 
(lick,  turning  her  from  side 

I  laving  ducked  her  repeatedM 
this  manner,  they  plared  her  by 
sido  of  the  pond,  and  dragged 
nld  man  in,  and  ducked  him 
he  was  put  by,  and  the  woman 
ducked  again  as  before, Colley  mak- 
ing tbe  same  use  of  his  stick.  With 
this  cruelly  the  husband  was  treated 
twiceover,  audthc  wife  three  time«; 
during  the  last  of  which  the  cloih 
in  which  the  was  wrapped  came  off, 
and  she  appeared  quite  naked. 

Nutsalislird  with  thisbaibarlty, 
Collej  pushed  hi)  slick  against  her 
breasl.  The  poor  woman  atleiopteil 
to  by  hold  of  it ;  but,  her  sirrngih 
being  no  iv  exhausted,  she  expired  oa 
the  spot.  ThenColiey  went  roni>d 
(he  pond,  rollecting   money  of  the 


itha 
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t>opulace  for  the  sport  he  had  shown 
them  in  clucking  the  old  witch,  as 
he  callefl  her. 

The  mob  now  departed  to  their 
sefcnil  habitations ;  and  the  body, 
being  taken  out  of  the  pond,  was 
exanuDcd  by  Mr.  Foster,  a  sur. 
geon ;  and  the  coroner's  inquest 
being  sommoncMl  on  the  occasion, 
Mr.  Foster  deposed  that,  ^  on  ex- 
amiaing  the  body  of  the  deceased, 
he  found  no  wound,  cither  internal 
orexternal,cxcepta  little  place  that 
had  the  iikin  off  on  one  of  her 
breasts ;  and  it  was  his  opinion  that 
she  wag  soffocated  with  water  and 
mud. 

Hereupon  CoUey  was  taken  into 
custody,  and,  when  his  trial  came 
00,  Mr.  Foster  deposed  to  the 
same  effect  as  above  mentioned  ;  and 
there  being  a  variety  of  other  strong 
proofs  of  the  prisoner's  guilt,  he 
was  convicted,  and  received  sen. 
tence  of  death ;  previously  to  which, 
however,  he  made  the  following  de- 
fence  :  *  1  happened  to  be  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  bu  at  MarUton 
Grem,  among  other  people,  out  of 
curiosity  tdsec  what  the  mob  would 
do  with  John  Osborne  and  his  wife ; 
where,  seeing  that  they  used  them 
very  baibaruusly,  I  went  into  the 
pood  at  a  friend,  to  save  hrr  if  I 
coaJd;  for  i  knew  both  very  well, 
and  never  had  any  occasion  to  fall 
oat  with  them,  but  bore  them  good 
vill.  .  Ai  for  the  money  1  collected 
by  the  pond-side,  it  was  for  the 
great  pains  I  had  taken  in  the  pond 
to  save  both  the  man  and  the  wo- 
auin.' 

This  defence  was  artful  enough  ; 
bat,  as  be  brought  no  witnesses  to 
lapport  any  part  of  it,  the  jury 
pikl  no  regard  to  it. 

After  conviction  this  man  seemed 
U  behold  his  guilt  in  its  true  light 
•Ccaormity.  He  became,  as  far  as 
cotid  be  judged,  sincerely  penitent 
hi  hb  sins,  and  omdc  good  use  of 


the  short  time  he  had  to  live  in  a 
solemn  preparation  for  eternity. 
On  the  day  before  his  execution  ho 
received,  the  sacrament,  and  then 
signed  the  following  solemn  decla- 
ration, which  he  requested  might  be 
dispersed  through  the  several  tonns 
and  villages  in  the  county  :— 
^  Good  people, 

^  I  beseech  you  all  to  take  warn- 
ing by  an  unhappy  man's  suffering, 
that  you  be  not  deluded  into  so 
absurd  and  wicked  a  conceit  as 
to  believe  that  there  are  any  such 
beings  upon  earth  as  witches. 

^  It  was  that  foolish  and  vain 
imagination,  heightened  and  in- 
flamed by  the  strength  of  liquor, 
which  prompted  me  to  be  instru- 
mental (with  others  as  mad  as  my. 
self)  in  the  horrid  and  barbarous 
murder  of  Ruth  Osborne,  the  sup- 
posed witch,  for  which  i  am  now 
so  deservedly  to  suffer  death. 

^  i  am  fully  convinced  of  my  for- 
mer error,  and,  with  the  sincerity 
of  a  dying  man,  declare  that  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  such  a  thing  in 
being  as  a  witch  ;  and  pray  God 
that  none  of  you,  through  a  con- 
trary persuasion,  may  hereafter  be 
induced  to  think  that  you  have  tf 
right  in  any  shape  to  persecute, 
much  less  endanger  the  life  of,  a 
fellow-creature.  I  beg  of  you  all 
to  pray  to  God  to  forgive  me,  and 
to  wash  clean  my  polluted  soul  in 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  my  Sa- 
viour and  iledeemer. 

^  So  exhorteth  you  all, 
^The  dying 

*  Thomas  Colley.' 

The  day  before  his  execution  he 
was  removed  from  the  gaol  of  Hert- 
ford, under  the  escort  of  one  hun- 
dred men  of  the  Oxford  Blues, 
commanded  by  seven  officers ;  and, 
being  lodged  in  the  gaol  of  St.  Al- 
bans, was  put  into  a  chaise  at  five 
o'clock  the  next  morning,  with  the 
hangman,  and  reached  the  place  of 


eieeutton  abmit  ik-ren,  n 
•nUt  anil   Haughtnr  came 
leatBufhim;  aod  the 
Tring  tiiiited  lilin  in  his  last  i 

'  i^n  licilit'd  Mhibiting  all 
the  marks  of  iinrL-igned  penitence. 

He  was  exevuivU  lliu  24II1  of 
August,  1751,  miJ  l>U  body  aflcr. 
irarUa  liunj^  in  chaint  at  a  place 
called  Gubblfciil,  near  where  (he 
offence  wni  crimmiilcd. 

It  it  U)  ton  tilling  (hat  any  persons 
could  be  to  stupid  it«  (o  believe  in 
the  ildiculou!!  doctrine  of  witch. 
craft.  How  «b«iird  to  suppose  that 
the  power  of  Ilravon  h  ildcgatrd 
to  a  weak  and  frail  mortal ;  and,  of 
all  morlali,  to  a  pour  decropid  old 
woman !  fur  wc  never  hear  of  a 
joung  witch,  but  through  Ihc  fosci- 
nation  of  the  eyes.  Just  when  a 
woman  has  been  poor  and  old 
enoD^h  tu  obtain  the  pily  and  com. 
passion  of  every  one  ;  when  nothing 
ha*  remained  (o  her  but  her  inno- 
cence, her  pioty,  and  her  tabby  cat ; 
then  has  «he,  by  the  voice  of  super. 
Kkion,  been  dignified  with  the  pre- 
sumed poiioRiiuii  of  a  power  which 
(he  <iod   of  lleuTcn  ulonc   could 

l(  U  remarkable,  in  the  story  be- 
fore UK,  thiit  the  rnsiir^ents,  in 
aeardi  of  iho  pronmrd  witch  and 
wii4rd,  had  ri-cuiinc  to  the  salt- 
box.  What  a  siratige  raadncH  of 
credulity  miisl  hnve  inlldutc<t  Iheir 
raindi !  The  rellection  of  a  moment 


ltd  have  tuld  ihem  (hat,  if  t 
old  folks   had  poisi 

■d  Ihcmcelfm  w 
(he  compass  of  a  sall-bol, 
would  hate  been  able  to  have  dim 
pearcd  entirely  ;  or  even  to  bave 
destroyed  their  perseculora  by  m 
mere  effort  of  the  will. 

Pity  is  it,  for  the  honour  of  coi 
mon  sen^c  and  true  reltgio 
for  the  sake  of  example  thronghot 
the  kingdom,  Ihat  others,  as 
as  Collcy,  hai]  not  been  pant 
for  ibu  atrocious  murder,  i 
is,  however,  his  dea(h  bas  been  4j 
public  service.  We  have  heard  i 
no  ducking  of  nitches  presumpi 
since  that  lime. 

Those  who  aro  acquainted 
history  will  obsirve,  Ihat 
would  have  been  deemed  meritoci- 
ous  in  the  reign  of  jHmts  the  First 
became  criminal  in  ihat  of  George 
Ihc  Second;  thanks 
ing  good  sense,  ki 
learning  oF  the  ago ! 

The  firs  I. mentioned 
wrote  a  book  on  ihc  subject  4 
witchcraft,  which  he  ■■  ■  -  — • 
monulogia;'  and  the  complain 
parliament  of  his  days  pasted  a  b 
lo  make  it  felony  for  any  r 
woman  to  be  guilty  of  witchcrol 
and  in  consequence  (hereof  n 
innocent  persons  were  aiurdcra 
under  (he  form  of  taw  :  but  this  act 
has  been  repealed  by  the  witdom 
of  later  times. 


JOHN  CATUER,  I'ATKJCK  KANE,  AND  DANIEL 
ALEXANDER, 


TiiBDE  are  a  set  of  villains 
stanlly  prowling  for  plunder  I 
iDctropoIlt  Biid  in  environs,   wtio 
extort  muney  from  men  of  proper(y 
under  threats  of  accusing  them  with 
■otue  heinoui  or  abominable  crime. 

Oflfulimes   the    gentleman  thus 
(led  ont  by  these  couspiiaturi, 


on.  though  innocent,  dreadiageten  (be 
ihe  breath  of  suspicion  against  his  cba- 
tho  ractcr,  Is  terrified  into  con*eo(  to 
give  ihem  money  ;  and,  when  once 
the  devoted  victim  has  (bus  yielded 
lo  (heir  design,  there  i>  no  end  lu 
(lie  extortions  from  (imo  (o  time 
u>ade  upou  bim ;  bu  wboU:  fortune 
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would  scarce  satisfy  the  rapacity  of 
SQch  rascals. 

In  the  present  case  the  Hon. 
Edward  Walpolc  became  the  mark 
of  these  extortioners,  it  appeared 
in  eridence,  on  the  trial  of  these 
men,  that  Mr.  Walpole  had  been 
secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Devon, 
shire,  while  his  grace  was  lord-lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland ;  and,  on  his  rc- 
tnm  to  fxindon,  being  in  want  of  a 
confidential  senrant,  h(*.  wrote  to  his 
friend  Lord  Boyle  to  procure  him 
onv,  who  tome  time  after  sent  to 
EUigland  Joha  Gather,  the  culprit 
above  named,  who  was  the  son  of 
one  ofhh  lonlship's  Irish  tenants : 
but  Mr,  Walpole  having  in  the 
mean  time  hired  an  English  servant, 
with  whom  he  was  well  satisfied,  ho 
declined  taking  him  ;  but  told  him 
to  remain  in  his  house  until  a  place 
could  be  found  for  him. 

Thus  ^as  Gather,  when  he  com- 
mitted the  basest  act  of  ingratitude, 
maintained  like  a  gentleman,  Mr. 
Wal|)ole  having,  from  time  to  time, 
eten  supplied  him  with  pocket 
money. 

One  day  he  \ras  observed  by  one 
of  Mr.  Walpolu's  servants  in  new 
gay  dothes,  which  he  put  on  and 
off  with  much  privacy,  and  slipped 
in  and  out  of  the  house  in  a  way 
that  showed  he  did  not  wish  to  be 
seen  in  his  new  dress.  This  soon 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  mas- 
ter, who,  confident  that  he  could 
not  honestly  come  by  the  means  of 
procuring  such  articles,  suspected 
he  had  been  plundered,  and  forbade 
Mm  his  house. 

From  this  moment  the  ingrate 
meditated  reTenge ;  and.  when  the 
mind  is  prone  to  vice,  wo  soun  find 
a  opportunity  of  putting  it  into 
practicre.  Gather,  daring  the  time 
he  enjoyed  Mr.  Walpole's  bounty, 
kinng  noemploy,  formed  acquaint- 
aaca  wUli  bad  characters;  among 
vloB  were  a  gang  of  hb    own 


countrymen,  who  supported  their 
excesses  by  extorting  money :  one 
of  these,  was  William  Smith,  who 
was  hanged  tho  3d  of  October  then 
last  past. 

These  villains  laid  their  snare  for 
Mr.  Walpole,  bat  were  therein 
caught  themselves.  He  resisted 
their  attempts,  and  caused  them  to 
be  apprehended. 

On  the  6lh  of  July,  John  Gather, 
Patrick  Kane,  Daniel  Alexander, 

and Dixon,  were  brought  up 

to  the  King's  Bench,  charged  with 
a  conspiracy  in  swearing  a  disgrace- 
ful crime  against  the  Hon.  Edward 
Walpole.  The  trial  lasted  several 
hours,  when  they  wero  found  guilty, 
and  receiTed  the  following  sentence  t 

John  Gather  to  stand  three  timet 
in  and  upon  the  pillory:  the  first 
time  at  Gharing  Gross,  the  second 
in  Fleet  Street,  and  the  third  in 
Gornhill ;  to  be  kept  to  hard  la- 
bour in  Clerkenwell  Bridewell  for 
the  term  of  four  years ;  then  to  give 
secnrily,  himself  in  forty  pounds, 
and  two  sureties  in  twenty  pounds 
each,  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
four  years  more. 

Patrick  Kane  to  stand  onco 
upon  the  pillory,  and  to  be  kept 
to  hard  labour  in  Clerkenwell 
Bridewell  two  years ;  then  to  give 
the  like  security  for  five  years 
more. 

Daniel  Alexander — This  man, 

*  Naroe  it  not  in  Gatli— 
I'roclaira  it  not  in  the  tireets  of  Ascalon/ 

was  an  attorney-at-law,  and  soli- 
citor CO  the  conspirators ! 

The  attorney,  undoubtedly  the 
greatest  viilnin  of  tho  gang,  was 
sentenced  to  stand  once  upon  the 
pillory ;  to  be  imprisoned  three 
years  in  tho  King*s  Bench  Prison ; 
to  give  security  lor  good  behaviour 
for  three  years  more,  himself  in  two 
hundred  pound*>,  and  two  sureties 
in  one  hundred  pounds  each  ;  and 
to  be  ytrack  off  the  roll  of  attornics. 
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Uiioii  ran  away  from  hia  merited 
fate. 

'I'helaw.iiliidi  conriicalcs  a  mail's 
ctrale  for  tlealinic  a  penny,  anil 
hangthim  for  thieving  lo  the  amount 
of  II  »hllling,  has  hurilljr  provided 
an  aduijuaie  punislimeot  for  ex. 
tortioncn,  coiupirvtors,  pcrjurirs, 
snindlen,  gambk-n,  and  rogiict  uf 
those  dcscrlpliont. 

To  some  tcea  (and  surd}'  all 
luch  men  muit  bo  lust  to  shame) 
the  pillury  would  be  no  punish. 
i»en(.  To  bland  h  ith  the  head  and 
hands  fastened  lu  a  block  of  wood 
for  an  hour,  anil  whero  no  pain 
arises  from  the  pitnishraenl,  would 
hold  up  uu  terror  to  eTil-dueri, 
were  not  the  huneit  populace,  in- 
dignant at  (he  law's  nut  hanging; 
luch  diabolical  fdlaini  by  the  neck 


on  a  gallons,   in  koi 

indke  good   the  defecl.     This  wu 

amply  ilone  on  the  present  villuDi; 

they  were  most  se'uri-Iy  pellcil  and 

hooted. 

These  exemplary  pumthmenti 
were  exhibited  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1751. 

Dixon,  abuTC  mentioned,  for  a 
u  hilc  eluded  the  aearch  made  lifter 
him  ;  but,  being  at  length  taken,  he 
w;ii  brought  to  (rial,  and  on  (ho 
4th  uf  May,  I7A3,  sentenced  by 
the  Court  of  KingS  Elench  (o  ba 
imprisoned  two  years,  to  God  aurc. 
lies  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  to 
stand  once  upon  the  pillory  at  Cba. 
ring  Cru»t,  where  the  mob  treated 
hjm  with  no  less  sererity  than  they 
had  .'ilrcady  done  hii  quuiidiim 
Iriends  in  tillainy.  ~™ 


RICHAHD  BL'TLEtt, 


KiciiAHD  BuiLfit  was  born  at 
Tarlus,  in  the  cuniily  of  Tippe- 
rary,  Ireland.  His  father  ua<>  a 
reputable  farnicr,  who  bound  him 
apprentice  tu  a  baker  in  Water, 
ford.  He  proved  so  fdilhful  and 
diligent  a  scTvanI  that  he  was  held 
in  uniieraal  esteem  ;  and,  upon  (he 
expiration  of  hia  appreniiceehi|i,  his 
biher  Rate  him  a  hundrid  pounds, 
fur  (he  purpose  ul  etiablishing  him 
in  tiuiiness. 

J'he  abure  sum  enabled  hini  lo 
open  a  shop  in  Wairrford,  where 
be  had  a  faTorable  pruspvcl  of  suc- 
cess; but,  instead  of  attending  to 
his  business,  he  frequented  horse- 
races, cuck-lighttng,  and  other 
gaining  meetings,  and  engaged  in 
a  lariety  of  expenses  greaily  be> 
yond  wh^t  hisincomecuuldatforil ; 
the  coDiequence  uf  which  was,  that 
in  about  six  months  his  alfairs  were 
Jp  a  most  embarrassed  liiuation. 

Being  unable  lo  continue  his  bu- 
siness, he  relumed  to  Turlui,  where 


J 


he  formed  a  gnat  number  of 
famous  siralagems  for  cxtoi' 
munev  from  hii  relations  ;  and 
(hreuii-ned  ihal,  unless  he  quilled 
that  part  of  the  country.  (Iiey 
would  cuusc  him  lo  be  appre- 
hi'nd<d,  and  proceed  against 
wiih  the  uti'iust  riguor  of  the  li 

Uuilcr  applied  to  a  clergym: 
Tiirlris,  representing  his  case 
plaii>ihle  manner,  and  supplical 
Ihal  he  noiild  uie  bis  interest 
hii  father  (o  prerail  upon  lii 
grant  iHcniy  i>uunds  in  additloi 
hii  lormer  favours.  Tho  woi 
divine  pleaded  in  behalf  of 
yuung  man.  and  with  tho  dei 
tuccoiB.  Upon  ddivering  lh« 
ney,  the  reverend  gentloman 
horted  him  lo  apply  it  lo  a  pri 
use ;  which  he  promised  to 
adding  that  he  would  immcdial 
depart  for  Cork,  and  not  red 
tu  the  place  of  his  natiriiy  till, 
an  unremilting  pericvcraiicc  u 
system  of  iolrgrity,   he  bad 
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aionement  for  all  the  errors  of  hit 
past  conduct 

On  hit  arriral  at  Cork  he  pro. 
cured  employment  as  a  jonrney. 
man  ;  and  in  that  capacity  he  was 
so  indoBtrions  and  strictly  econo. 
niical,  that  in  a  short  time  be  made 
such  addition  to  his  stock  that  he 
was  able  to  open  a  shop  on  his 
own  account.  Ue  was  much  en- 
couraged, and  his  circumstances 
were  supposed  to  be  more  flourish- 
ing than  they  were  in  reality. 

Coming  into  possession  of  a 
handsome  sam  of  money,  by  mar- 
rying the  widow  of  a  custom-house 
officer  who  lived  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, Butler  took  a  tavern  of  con- 
siderable business,  where  his  cir- 
cumstances  would  have  been  much 
improved  but  for  his  connexions 
with  maritime  people,  to  whom  he 
gave  unlimited  credit,  and  was  un- 
der the  necessity  of  taking  smug- 
gled goods  In  payment  or  losing  his 
money. 

An  information  being  laid  against 
him  for  having  smuggled  goods  in 
bb  possession,  his  effects  were  seized 
for  the  nse  of  the  crown,  and  he 
was  under  the  necessity  of  quitting 
Ireland. 

Butler  and  his  wife  took  shipping 
for  Plymoatb,  and  in  that  town  they 
hired  a  house,  which  they  let  in 
lodgings  to  seafaring  people.  In 
about  three  years  he  was  obliged 
to  quit  Plymouth,  and  repaired  to 
the  metropolis  in  a  very  distressed 
condition. 

Ue  had  not  been  long  in  London 
before  the  grief  consequent  on  the 
varions  scenes  of  distress  she  had 
passed  through  produced  the  death 
of  hb  wife. 

Butler  being  now  In  very  db- 
tressed  circnmstances,  he  commu. 
nicated  his  case  to  some  of  hb  coun- 
trymen ;  and  he  yielded  to  their 
pevsuaiiOns  for  acquiring  a  livcli- 
hood  bj  forging  seamen's  wills. 


Butler,  Home,  and  a  woman 
named  Catharine  Gannon,  went  to 
the  Nary-office  to  inquire  what 
wages  were  due  to  Thomas  Wil. 
liamson,  a  foremast-man  belonging 
to  the  Namur,  and  learnt  that  the 
sum  was  about  thirty. eight  pounds. 
They  then  made  application  to  a 
proctor,  the  woman  prodncing  a 
forged  will,  and  declaring  herself 
to  be  the  widow  of  Williamson. 
They  were  desired  to  call  the  next 
day,  when  a  probate  wonid  be 
granted. 

Butler  and  his  female  accomplice 
attended  according  to  the  appoint- 
ment; but  the  proctor  having,  in 
the  mean  time,  searched  the  offices, 
found  that  the  will  in  question  was 
opposed  by  four  caveats ;  and,  hav- 
ing further  reason  to  suspect  an 
intended  fraud,  ho  caused  them  to 
be  apprehended.  Being  taken  be- 
fore  the  lord-mayor,  Gannon  ac- 
knowledged that  she  had  received 
a  few  shillings  from  Butler  and 
Home,  who  had  prombed  to  mako 
the  sum  up  five  pounds,  on  condi* 
tion  of  her  swearing  herself  to  be 
the  widow  of  Thomas  Williamson. 
Butler  was  committed  to  Newgate; 
and  Gannon  and  Home  were  ad- 
mitted evidences  for  the  crown. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the 
Old  Bailey  Builer  was  tried  and 
convicted.  While  under  sentence 
of  death  he  regularly  attended 
prayers  in  the  chapel,  and  employ- 
ed a  great  part  of  his  time  in  pri- 
Tate  devotions,  agreeably  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Protestant  faith. 
At  the  place  of  execution  he  prayed' 
with  great  fervency  of  seal,  ac- 
knowledged the  justice  of  hb  sen- 
tence, and,  after  addressing  the 
populace,  was  turned  off. 

The  above  malefactor  was  eze- 
Cttted  at  Tyburn,  February  10, 
1761. 

There  is  no  species  of  forgery 
so  liable  to  detection  u  that  of  a 
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will;  lor,  before  its  Talidity  can 
be  eeUblisliecl,  it  mntt  past  throogh 
io  nanj  offices^  and  undergo  such 


strict  scrutiny,  that  a  fraud  of 
this  'nature  can  but  very  rarely 
succeed. 


THOMAS  QUIN,  JOSEPH  DOWDELL,  AND  THOMAS 

TALBOT, 


EXBCOTBD  FOR  llOBBSRT. 


TvB  vUlainy  disclosed  in  thu  nar. 
iHive  will  show  the  necessity  of  the 
act  of  parliament  for  inflicting 
j^iilshiiieDt  on  masters  and  mis. 
tresses  giving  a  false  character  of  a 
servant. 

A  corrupt  servant  is  the  most 
dMigerons  inmate  of  a  house;  and, 
tissrefore,  too  much  caation  can« 
not  be  used  in  admitting  such  do- 
Biestics. 

Quid,  a  murderer  in  his  own 
coantry,  Ireland,  was  recommended 
to  London  as  a  youth  of  good 
mol^,  while  his  disposition  was 
base  to  a  great  degree. 

Dowdell,  who  in  his  apprentice. 
ship  bad  Injured  his  first  master, 
procared  a  recommendation  to  an. 
otlier,  to  whon^  he  also  proved  a 
villain. 

Talbot,  the  third  of  this  danger, 
ova  gang,  after  having  robbed  on 
the  highway,  and  being  afraid  of 
apprehension,  on  applying  to  be 
restored  to  honest  servitude,  was 
refvsed  ;  bnt  his  master,  in  pity  to 
hk  distresses,  recommended  him  to 
^nobleman,  whom  he  look  the  first 
opportunity  of  robbing. 

Quia  was  a  native  of  Dublin,  the 
ton  of  honest,  but  poor,  parents; 
and  his  father  dying  while  he  was  a 
child,  his  uncle  put  him  to  school, 
and  afterwards  placed  him  appren. 
tics  to  a  bucfclcmaker,  with  whom 
ha  served  three  years  faithfully  ; 
but,  his  friends  supplying  him  with 
clothes  too  genteel  for  his  rank  in 
Ills,  he  began  lo  associate  with  gay 


company,  and  was  guilty  of  many 
irregularities. 

These  thoughtless  youths  were 
frequently  concerned  in  riots,  and 
Quin  was  considered  as  the  head  of 
the  party.  In  one  of  their  noc 
tomal  insurrections  Quin  murdered 
a  man,  whose  friends,  watching  him 
to  his  master*8  house,  desired  that 
he  might  be  delivered  up  to  jastiee ; 
but  some  of  the  journeymen,  sally- 
ing forth  with  ofiemivc  weapons, 
drove  off  the  people :  a  warrant, 
however,  being  issued  for  appre- 
hending the  murderer,  his  master 
advised  him  to  depart  for  England. 

A  subscription  for  his  use  being 
raised  by  his  friends,  he  came  to 
London,  having  recommendations* 
to  some  gentlemen  iu  that  city:  but 
of  these  he  made  no  use ;  for,  fre. 
quenting  the  purlieus  of  St.  Giles's, 
he  spent  his  money  among  the 
lowest  of  his  countrymen, and  then 
entered  on  board  a  man  of  war. 

After  a  service  of  sii  months  be 
quitted  the  ship  at  Inborn,  and 
sailed  in  another  vessel  to  Jamaica, 
where  he  received  his  wages,  which 
he  soon  spent.  He  now  agreed  to 
work  his  passage  to  England,  and, 
the  ship  arriving  in  tho  port  of 
London,  he  took  lodgings  in  St. 
Giles's,  and  soon  after  became  ac 
quainted  with  Dowdell  and  Talbot, 
of  whom  wo  are  now  to  give  an  ac- 
count. 

Dowdell  was  the  son  of  m  book- 
binder in  Dublin,  who,  being  la  low 
circumstances,  was  nnablo  to  edu- 


*  It  seems  strange,  at  this  day,  that  an  individual  charged  with  murder  tboald  thus 
peaceably  de|>iirt  his  notive  countrj,  and  still  more  an  that  be  should  get  good  recum- 
nrndatiooi  in  Eugitud  ;  but  such  is  the  hikturkal  accoaiii  of  the  UcU 
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cate  hii  ehildren  as  he  could  hm?e 
vubed.  hm  too  Joseph,  who  was 
leamrkAble  for  the  iMdiicas  of  his 
^kpoaicion,  he  mpprenticed  to  a 
hraeehes-inaker ;  bat  the  graedets 
joath  grew  weary  of  his  pUoe  be- 
fore ho  had  serred  two  yean  of  bis 


Dowdell  being  ordered  by  bis 

iter  to  take  proper  care  of  some 
leather,  parttciilarly  to  de- 
fead  it  from  the  snow,  instead 
thereof  beaped  sach  quantities  of 
snow  and  ioe  on  it,  that  it  was 
greatlj  rcdaced  io  f  aloe.  This  cir. 
CttiBstaace  so  entperated  his  mas- 
ter, ihmt  be  was  glad  to  get  rid  of 
hiai  by  deli?ering  np  his  inden- 
tarcs. 

Thos  at  large,  and  the  father  ill 
able  to  sapport  him,  he  was  rccom- 
Bwaded  to  the  serrice  of  a  gentle- 
Biaa  la  the  country,  with  whom  ho 
laigbt  have  lived  happily ;  but  he 
bebafed  badly  in  his  place,  and, 
raaaiog  away  to  Dublin,  com- 
BMBced  pickpocket. 

After  some  practice  in  this  way 
he  became  connected  with  a  gang  of 
luiasdbrcakcrs,  in  company  with 
whom  be  committed  sereral  depre- 
datlonsln  Dublin.  Uaving  broken 
open  a  gentleman's  house,  he  was 
opposed  by  the  serrants,  and  ef- 
fected bis  SMape  only  by  the  use  he 
made  oTa  hanger ;  soon  after  which 
he  was  taken  by  the  watchmen, 
and,  bciag  carried  before  a  magis- 
trate, was  committed  to  prison  till 
the  aezt  morning.  His  person  was 
advertised,  and  he  was  brought  to 
trial ;  b«t,Bone  of  the  servants  being 
able  to  swear  to  him,  he  was  ac- 
qaitlcd  tor  want  of  er ideoce. 

He  BOW  renewed  hb  dangerous 
practiem,  aad  committed  a  variety 
of  robberies.  The  following  is  one 
of  the  moat  singular  of  hb  exploits : 
-^oiag  to  the  house  of  a  farmer 
D^Ho,  be  preteaded  to  be  a 
wW  wanted  »  lodgiiig  for 


the  benefit  of  his  health,  and  that  he 
won  Id  pay  a  liberal  price. 

The  unsuspecting  farmer  put  his 
lodger  into  the  best  chamber,  and 
supplied  his  table  in  the  most  ample 
maaner.  After  a  reMence  of  ten 
days  he  asked  the  fanner's  com- 
pany to  the  town  of  Finglass,  where 
he  wanted  to  purchase  some  neces. 
saries.  The  farmer  attending  him, 
Dowdell  purchased  some  articles  at 
different  shops,  till,  seeing  a  quan- 
tity of  gold  in  a  till,  he  formed  a 
resolution  of  appropriating  it  to  his 
own  use. 

Having  returned  home  with  the 
fiinaer,  Dowdell  pretended  to  re- 
collect that  he  had  omitted  to  pur- 
chase some  medicines,  which  he 
must  take  that  night,  and  which 
had  occasioned  his  going  to  Fin- 
glass.  Hereupon  the  fanner  or- 
dered a  horse  to  be  saddled  ;  and 
Dowdell  set  forward,  on  a  promise 
to  return  before  night. 

On  his  arrif al  at  FingUss  he  put 
np  his  horse,  and,  stealing  unper- 
ceifcd  into  the  shop  above  men- 
tioned, he  stole  the  till  with  the 
money,  and  immediately  set  out  for 
Dublin. 

In  the  interim  the  farmer,  mbsing 
hb  lodger,  went  to  Finglass,  and, 
not  finding  him  there,  proceeded  to 
Dublin,  where  he  chanced  to  put 
up  his  horse  at  the  same  inn  where 
Dowdell  had  taken  up  his  quarters. 
In  a  short  time  he  saw  our  ad- 
venturer with  some  dealers,  to 
whom  he  would  have  sold  the 
horse;  on  which  the  farmer  pro- 
cured a  constable,  seised  the  of- 
fender, and  lodged  him  in  prbon. 

For  thb  presumed  robbery  (a 
real  one,  doubtless,  in  the  inten- 
tion) he  was  brought  to  trial;  but^ 
it  appearing  that  the  farmer  had 
Intrusted  him  with  the  horse,  he 
could  bo  convicted  of  nothing  more 
than  a  fraud,  for  which  he  receited 
sentence  of  tiaasportation. 
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The  fetsel  in  which  he  sailed, 
being  overtaken  by  a  storm,  was 
dashed  on  the  rocks  of  Cumberland, 
and  many  Irtes  were  lost;  but  se- 
veral, among  whom  was  Dowdell, 
swam  on  shore,  and  went  to^Whtte- 
haven,  where  the  inhabitants  con. 
tributed  liberally  to  their  relief. 
Dowdell,  travelling  to  Liverpool, 
entered  on  board  a  privateer,  which 
soon  took  several  prizes,  which 
were  intended  to  have  been  carried 
to  Ireland  ;  but,  stress  of  weather 
driving  them  southwards,  they  made 
the  port  of  Lisbon,  where  the  prizes 
were  sold,  and  Dowdell  received 
sixty  pounds  to  his  share,  which  he 
soon  squandered  away  in  the  most 
thoughtless  extravagance.  Being 
reduced  to  poverty,  he  robbed  a 
Portuguese  gentleman,  for  which 
he  was  apprehended,  but  after, 
wards  released  on  the  intercession 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  English 
factory ;  on  which  he  sailed  for 
England,  and  arrived  at  London. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  the  me. 
tropolts  before  he  associated  with 
a  gang  of  pickpockets  and  stri*ct. 
robbers  (among  whom  was  one 
Carter),  whose  practice  it  was  to 
commit  depredations  at  the  doors 
of  the  theatres.  Dowdell  had  not 
long  entered  into  this  association 
iMfore  he  and  Carter  went  under 
the  Piazzas  in  Covent  Garden, 
where  the  latter  demanded  a  gen- 
tleman's money,  while  Dowdell 
watched  at  a  little  distance,  to  give 
notice  in  case  of  a  surprise.  While 
•  Carter  was  examining  the  gentle, 
man's  pockets,  he  drew  his  sword, 
and  killed  the  robber  on  the  spot ; 
and,  a  mob  gathering  at  fhe  instant, 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that 
Dowdell  effected  his  escape. 

He  now  went  to  the  lodgings  of 
a  woman  of  ill  fame,  who  having 
been  heretofore  kept  by  a  man  of 
rank,  he  had  given  her  a  gold 
watch   and    some  trifling  .jewels, 


which  Dowdell  advised  Iter  to  pawn, 
to  raise  him  ready  money. 

The  girl  hesitating  to  comply, 
he  beat  her  in  a  most  violent  man- 
ner; on  which  she  swore  the  peace 
against  him.  Hereupon  he  was 
lodged  in  Newgate;  but  discharged 
at  the  next  sessions,  no  prosecution 
being  commenced  against  him. 

He  was  no  sooner  at  large  than 
he  made  a  connexion  with  a  woman 
of  the  town,  whom  an  officer  had 
taken  to  Gibraltar,  and  during  her 
residence  with  him  she  had  saved  a 
hundred  moidores.  Dowdell,- hav- 
ing possessed  himself  of  this  sum, 
soon  spent  it  extravagantly,  and 
then  prevailed  on  her  (o  pawn  her 
clothes  for  his  support. 

Talbot  was  likewise  the  son  of 
poor  parents,  who  lived  in  Wap. 
ping ;  and,  having  received  a  com. 
mon  education,  he  engaged  himself 
as  the  driver  of  a  postchaise  in  the 
service  of  a  livery  .stable  keeper  m 
Piccadilly.  While  he  was  driving 
two  gentlemen  on  the  Bath  road 
a  highwayman  stopped  the  carriage, 
and  robbed  them  of  their  watches 
and  money. 

This  circumstance  gave  Talbot  an 
idea  of  acquiring  money  by  illicit 
means  ;  wherefore,  on  his  return  to 
London,  ho  made  himself  acquaint- 
ed with  some  highwaymen,  assuring 
them  that  he  was  properly  qualified 
to  give  them  the  intelligence  neces. 
sary  for  the  successful  management 
of  their  business. 

His  proposal  met  with  a  ready 
acceptance ;  and  a  company  havici; 
soon  afterwards  hired  a  coach-and. 
six  of  his  master  to  go  to  Bath, 
Talbot  gave  one  of  the  highway, 
men  notice  of  the  affair ;  and  it  was 
resolved  that  the  robbery  should  he 
committed  on  Honnslow  Ueatlk 

The  highwayman,  meeting  the 
carriage  on  the  appointed  spot, 
robbed  the  parties  of  aU  Ibey  had ; 
so. Chat  they  were  obliged  t«  return 
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Ion  for  money  before  tbej 
inae  their  journey.  Tal« 
ir«  of  Chit  ill-gotten  booty 
d  to  fifty  pounds,  which 
n  such  spirits  that  he  re. 

0  pursue  the  same  inlqai. 
la  of  lif  ing. 

iteqnenoe  of  this  resolution 
Informed  the  highwayman 
'  company  going  to  Bath, 
ittempted  to  rob  them ;  but 
man  in   the  carriage  shot 

1  on  the  spot. 

&icd  at  this  accident  which 
illen  bis  friend,  Talbot  no 
■rrifed  in  London  than  ho 
nad  to  resign  his  employ* 
nd  commence  robber  on  his 
count;  but,  prc?iously  to 
g  in  this  business,  he  spent 
f  money  in  the  worst  com- 

fe?eral  attempts  to  commit 
«,    and    ha?ing   narrowly 

the  hands  of  justice,  he 
ik  of  his  employment,  and 
d  his  former  master  to  take 
9  his  service.  This  ho  de- 
bat,  in  pity  to  his  distress, 
eaded  him  to  a  nobleman, 
a  family  he  was  engaged. 
>t  had  been  but  a  short  time 
aw  place  before  he  robbed 
aae  of  several  articles  of 
rbich  he  sold  to  the  Jews, 
Ij  the  extravagarfce  of  one 
lald-servants,  with  whom  he 
imour. 

theft  was  not  discovered  at 
i ;  but  Talbot  was  soon  dis. 

from  his  place  in  conse- 
of  the  badness  of  his  tcm. 
ich  rendered  him  insupport- 
bia  Csllow-serTants. 
lb  dismissal  he  spent  his 
loney  with  the  most  aban. 
company,  and  then,   com- 

housebreaker,  committed 
y  of  depredations  in  the 
rhood  of  l^ndon ;  for  one 
I  he  was  apprehended,  and 


brought  to  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
but  acquitted  for  want  of  Cfidcnce. 

On  tha  Tery  e?ening  he  was  ac- 
quitted ha  stopped  a  carriage  in 
Drary  Fiane,  and  robbed  a  gentle- 
man  of  his  money,  which  he  soon 
spent  among  the  most  dissoluta  oC 
both  seies;  and,  within  a  week  af« 
terwards,  ha  broke  Into  a  honsa  at 
Westminster,  where  he  obtained 
plate  and  cash  to  a  large  amount, 
but  was  not  apprehended  for  this 
offence* 

In  a  faw  days  he  was  taken  into 
custody  for  picking  a  gentleman's 
pocket,  brought  to  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  sentenced  to  be  transported 
for  scTcn  years,  shipped  to  Ame- 
rica, and  sold  to  sla?ery. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  this 
situation  when  he  embarked  at 
Boston,  in  New  England,  on  board 
a  privateer:  but,  when  at  sea,  he 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  some 
of  the  sailors  to  murder  the  officers, 
and  seize  the  vessel.  This  confede- 
racy being  discovered  in  time,  a 
severe  punishment  was  inflicted  on 
Talbot  and  the  other  villains. 

Talbot,  quitting  the  privateer, 
sailed  to  England  in  a  man  of  war^ 
and,  engaging  with  some  street-rob- 
bers in  London^  was  apprehended, 
convicted,  and  sentanoad  to  dia: 
but  he  found  interest  to  obtain  a 
pardon  on  condition  of  transporta- 
tion. 

However,  he  had  not  been  long 
abroad  before  he  returned,  in  com- 
paay  with  an  abandoned  woman 
who  had  been  transported  at  the 
same  time;  and  this  woman  intro- 
duced him  to  the  acquaintance  of 
Quin  and  Dowdell,  in  company 
with  whom  he  committed  a  great 
number  of  depredations. 

These  accomplices  robbed  six 
coaches  in  one  evening,  and  ob- 
tained considerable  plunder;  but, 
this  being  soon  spent  in  extrava. 
gancc,  they  at  length  embarked  in 
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as  «dfentafe  whi(^  eos t  them  their 
litet. 

HaTiog  made  a  connezlon  with 
•ae  Caileii,  they  all  joined  In  a 
itreet-robbery,  and,  stopping  a 
coach  Bear  Ijong  Acre,  deprived  a 
genlleaian  of  his  watch  and  monej • 

Some  people,  being  Informed  of 
the  affair,  immedlateljr  pursued 
them ;  and  Cullen,  being  taken  info 
custody,  was  admitted  an  evidence 
against  his  accomplices,  who  were 
apprehended  on  the  following  day. 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the 
next  seasions  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
they  received  sentence  of  death ; 
but,  after  conviction,  seemed  as 
little  sensible  of  the  enormity  of 
their  crimes  as  almost  any  offenden 


wbos^  cases  we  have  had  oeeaslon 
to  record. 

Dowdell  and  Quin  were  Roraaft 
Catholics ;  and  Talbot  refusing  to 
join  In  devotion  with  the  Ordinary 
of  Newgate  at  thf  place  of  exe. 
cution,  we  can  say  nothing  of  the 
disposition  of  mind  lA  which  they 
left  this  world. 

These  malefactors  suffered  at  Ty- 
burn on  the  17th  of  June,  1751. 

*  At  length  these  miserable  robbers  see« 
Unhappy  fruit!  suspended  on  the  tree  : 
Thej  teach,  sad  lesson !  in  their  wretched 

state. 
That  thaase  and  rain  are  the  ▼illain's  fate ; 
And  that,  too  late,  each  guiltj  man  will 

find 
Hiat  Justice,  sometimes  slow,  is  nerer 

blind.' 


FREDERICK  CAULFIELD, 

EXECUTED  FOB  MURDBB. 


AsfOHosT  the  Tarious  histories  of 
singular  dreams  and  corresponding 
Of  eats,  we  have  just  met  with  the 
account  of  one,  which  seems,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  exceedingly  curious ; 
and,  though  we  arc  not  much  in- 
clined to  credit  such  tales  of  extnu 
oidinary  presdeace,  still  we  are  not 
iBcredalotts  enough  to  doubt  the 
mustence  of  a  spiritual  world,  where 
more  things  happen  than  philoso. 
phers  have  dreamt  of. 

Adam  Rogers  (a  creditable  man, 
as  th6  account  has  it,  who  kept  a 
public  house  at  Portlaw,  a  small 
village  nine  or  ten  miles  from  Wa- 
terford,  in  Ireland)  dreamed  one 
night  that  he  saw  two  men  at  a  par- 
ticular green  spot  on  an  adjacent 
mountain ;  one  of  them  a  sickly* 
looking  man,  the  other  remarkably 
strong  and  large*  He  then  fan- 
cied that  he  saw  the  little  man  mur. 
der  the  other,  and  awoke  in  great 
agitation.  The  circumstances  of 
the  dream  were  so  distinct  and  forci- 
ble, that  he  continued  much  affected 
by  them.     He  related  them  to  hu 


wife,  and  also  to  several  nelghboars, 
next  morning.  After  some  time  he 
went  out  coursing  with  greyhounds, 
accompanied,  amongst  otherSf  by 
Mr.  Browne,  the  Roman  CathoUc 
priest  of  the  parish.  He  aooB 
stopped  at  the  above-uieBtioBed 
particular  green  spot  oa  the  moun- 
tain, and,  calling  to  Mr.  Browne, 
pointed  it  out  to  him,  and  told  him 
what  had  appeared  in  his  dream. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  day  he 
thought  nttle  more  nboat  it  Neit 
morning,  however,  he  was  cBtreme* 
ly  startled  at  seeing,  two  strangen 
enter  his  house,  about  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  He  fas* 
mediately  ran  into  an  inner  room, 
and  desired  his  wife  to  take  parti- 
cular notice  of  them,  for  ihtty  va- 
sembled  precisely  the  two  osen  that 
he  had  seen  in  his  dream. 

When  they  had  conanUod  wilh 
one  another,  their  apprehensions 
were  alarmed  for  the  little  weakly 
man,  though  contrary  to  the  ap. 
pearance  in  the  dream.  After  the 
strangers  had  taken  some  refresh- 
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ml,  ami  were  about  lo  ilcpnrt,  in 
r  Id  ))roscrutG  Itu'ir  jniirney, 
l«Xer*  M  niccity  ciulcavorcHl  to  ili«. 
Itdc  lli('  liltlc  man  fruni  quillinc 
(  bouao  imd  going  on  with  hi* 
lonv.traf oiler.  Itn  asiuroil  liini 
,  if  ho  would  remain  with  him 
t  day,  ho  would  hinitdT  Bccum. 
■ '  n  lo  Carricit  next  morning, 
■"ibat  being  tho  tuwn  to  which  ihc 
tra*cllcra  wrru  proccrdjji);.  He 
tnn  nnwilliiig  aod  ailiumcil  lu  lirll 
Ihc  cause  of  hU  hciiig  so  tulicilous 
(Fparatc  him  from  his  ciitn- 
.nioa ;  but  i>>  he  obserTcd  tliat 
ickej,  which  was  lh<!  name  o(  the 
IB,  accmcd  to  be  quiet  and 
in  hii  dK|iortmcnI,  and  had 
Mncy  about   him,   and   thai   the 


bad  I 


I  bad  I 


00,  the  dream  still  recutrnl  to 

lie  dreadi^d  that  something 

J  would  hajipon,  and  wished,  at 

II  evenli,  ta  keep  them  aiuntler. 

,  the  humane  prciraulion* 

F  Ilogcn  prorcd  inell'ectiial;   (or 

•Jlieltl    («uch    was    the    other's 

ic)   preTailcd  upon  llickey  lo 

IPitUnna  with  him  on  their  way  to 

wrick,  declaring  that,  ai  they  had 

g  IraTclleil  together,  Ihcy  should 

1  part,  but  remain  lugcther  until 

he  ihutilil  H-G  llickey  lafuly  arrive 

•t  the  babitalien  of    his   friends. 

i'be   mite  of  Holers  was  mucli  di(- 

d  when  she  found  they  were 

and  blamed  her  husband  ex. 

,[ly  fiir  not  hcing  abtolutcly 

mptory  in  detaining  llickcy. 

LAbmit  an  bgur  aflcr   they  left 

VrUaw,  In  a  lonely  part  of  the 

T  jwt  near  the  place  ob. 

rved   by    Rogers  in    bh  dream, 

"  '1  look  the  opjiurtunity  of 

iBrdtrinf  Ml  companion.     It  ap. 

'!eT>tard«,    from  hit   own 

Mmat  of  the  boirid  tran^ction, 

,   aa  Ihey  were  jotting  o»fcr  a 

itruck   Hickey  on   the 

i  pftrl  uf  hit  head  with  i)  kluuc  ; 

,   Nlu-n   l>e   fell  down   iiilu   the 


treneh  In  cansoqucnce  of  Iho  blow, 
Caullielil  itace  him  several  stabs 
with  a  knife,  anil  cut  liit  throat  to 
deeply  th^t  the  huad  wa«  ab>e>*a(l 
to  be  almost  seicrod  from  llmbody. 
flc  thou  rilled  Uiekey's  pockets  of 
all  the  money  in  them,  twok  put 
of  his  clothes,  and  c*ery  thing  else 
of  Tulue  about  him,  and  afterwards 
praceciled  on  his  way  to  Cartick. 
He  had  not  been  long  goiiv  when 
the  body,  still  warn),  was  disco- 
vered by  eome  labourer*  who  were 
r<;lurniii^  to  their  work  from  din- 
ner. The  report  of  tho  tnurdei 
soon  rnachcit  I'ortlaw.  llageT* 
and  lib  wife  went  to  the  place,  and 
Insbinlly  knew  the  body  uf  him 
wham  they  had  in  vaiit  endeaTorcd 
lo  disnuadc  from  ^uing  an  with  hit 
treacherous  companion.  They  at 
once  ipoke  out  their  suspicions 
that  Ihc  murder  wai  perpetrated  bv 
the  fellow-traTelleroflhedercaied. 
An  immediate  search  nas  made,  aiul 
Caullield  was  apprehended  at  W4. 
tcrfurd  the  tecond  day  after.  U* 
was  bronght  to  trial  at  tha  ensuing 
aiiixct,  and  conficted  of  the  fact. 
ltap|)earcd  on  the  trial,  araonfit 
utiier  circumitaaces,  that  when  he 
nrrited  al  Canlek  be  hired  a  lione> 
Odd  a  boy  to  conduct  hioi,  not  by 
the  uiual  road,  but  by  that  which 
runs  on  the  north  lide  of  the  river 
Suir  to  Waterford,  intcmliug  to 
lake  hii  passage  in  lite  first  ship 
fromthenceto  Newfoundland.  The 
b'ly  took  nuiice  of  aomc  blood  on 
hii  shirt,  and  Caulfwld  gaie  him 
half  a  crown  lo  promise  not  lo 
speak  of  it.  Rogers  proved  not 
only  that  llickey  wa>  Mton  la>t  in 
company  with  Uaulfirld.  but  that  * 
pair  of  new  shoes  which  Ilickejt 
wore  had  been  found  on  the  fo«t  of 
Caat£cld  when  he  waa  apprehended, 
and  that  a  pair  of  old  shoci  whick 
he  had  on  at  llogcri's  house  were 
upon  llickey 't  fcvt  when  Ihe  body 
was    found.     He    described    with 


I 
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great  exustnos  every  rtIicIc  o( 
their  clothea.  Cnulfield,  on  the 
croii.eiaminftlion,  shrewdly  asked 
him  from  the  dock,  whrlhcr  it  wai 
not  Tcry  extraordinary  ihal  lie,  who 
kept  B  public  house,  sliuutd  lake 
<ucb  particular  notice  of  the  dre^ia 
of  a  itrangcr  acridenially  calling 
there  ?  Itogers,  in  hit  answer,  S4id 
he  had  a  very  particular  reason,  but 
was  ashamed  (o  mention  ii.  The 
Court  and  prisoner  insislini;  on  his 
declaring  it,  he  gaiu  a  rircumstaii. 
tial  narratiTB  of  his  dream;  called 
upon  Mr.  Browne,  the  priest,  who 
wa^  then  in  the  Court,  to  corrobo- 
rate his  testimony  ;  and  baid  that 
his  wife  had  leiereiy  reproached 
him  for  permitting  liickcy  to  leave 
their  house,  when  he  knew  that,  in 
the  ihort  fool-way  to  Carrick,  they 
must  oercssarily  pass  by  (he  green 
spot  in  (he  monniatn  which  had  ap- 
peared in  his  dream.  A  iinmbcr  of 
witnesses  came  forward  ;  and  the 
proofs  were  «o  strong  that  the  jury, 
without  hesitation,  found  the  panel 
gulliy.  It  was  remarked,  as  a  sin- 
clarity,  that  he  happened  tu  lie 
tried  and  lentenccil  by  his  namesake, 
Chief  Justice  Caulfield. 

After  sentence  the  convict  con- 
fessed the  fact.  It  came  out  that 
Sickcy  had  been  in  the  West  Indies 
Iwo-and. twenty  years  ;  but,  falling 
into  a  bad  state  of  health,  he  was 
relnrning  to  his  native  country, 
Ireland,  bringing  with  him  some 
money  that  tiis  industry  had  ac- 
quired. The  Tcisel  on  board  which 
he  took  his  passage  was,  by  stress 
of  weather,  driTeii  into  Minehcad. 
He  there  met  with  f  rederic  Caul- 
field,  an  Irish  sailor,  who  was  poor, 
and  much  distreN:>ed  for  clothes  and 
common  necessaries.  Ilickey,  com- 
jiastionaling  his  poverty,  and  find- 
ing he  was  his  counlrymun,  re. 
lieved  his  wants,  and  an  intimacy 
commenced  between  them.     They 

feed  to  go  (o   Iri-Iand  togellier; 


and  it  was  remarked 
sage  that  Caullield  spoke  con- 
temptuously of  the  other,  often  say- 
ing it  was  a  pily  *uch  a  puny  fel- 
low as  Hitkey  should  have  money, 
and  he  himaclfbe  without  a  shilling;. 
They  landed  at  Walcrford,  at  whirh 
place  they  slayed  some  days,  Canl. 
fit-Id  being  all  the  lime  snpporled 
by  Ilickey.  who  bought  there  some 
clolht^s  for  him. 

The  assises  being  held  in  the 
town  during  that  lime,  it  was  after- 
wards recollected  that  ihey  were 
bolh  at  the  court-house,  and  al- 
leniled  the  whole  of  the  trial  of  a 
shoemaker,  who  was  convicted  oC 
the  murder  of  his  wife.  This,  hami 
ever,  made  no  impression  on  MW 
hardened  mind  of  Caulftcid  ;  ftic 
the  very  next  day  he  perpetrated  a 
like  crime  on  the  road  betnixt 
Waterford  and  C*rrick-on-Suir, 
near  which  town  llickey's  relation) 

He  walked  to  the  gallows  with 
a  Rrm  step  and  undaunted  coun- 
tenance, lie  spoke  to  the  multi- 
tude who  surrounded  him  ;  and,  in 
the  cou  r«e  of  his  address,  mentioned 
that  lie  had  been  bred  at  a  charter- 
school,  from  which  he  was  taken, 
as  an  apprenticed  servant,  by  Wil- 
liam hud,  I':sq.  of  [he  county  of 
Kilkenny.  From  this  station  he 
ran  away  on  being  corrected  for 
some  fnults,  and  had  been  absent 
from  Ireland  about  six  years.  He 
confessed  also  that  he  had  several 
times  intended  to  murder  Hi 
on  the  road  between  Walerfs 
and  Fortlaw ;  which  though 
general  not  a  road  much  fret 
i|uenle(I,  yet  people  at  that  lime 
ronlinuaily  coining  in  sight  pre- 
vented him. 

Being  frustrated  in  all  hii  vile 
schemes,  the  sudden  and  total  dis- 
appointment threw  hitn,  probably, 
into  an  iiidifrertnce  for  life.  Sfttne 
irnipers  are  so  bliihborn  and  rugged 


Feral 
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liia(  nnttiing  can  aflir.t   ihcm    hut  terrible,  Uecmiie  they  ran  form  na 

I   inineilUlc  senialimi.      If  lo  thi^  be  cunri'plion   of  what  tt  h,  and  ilill 

kiMiid'i]  th«  ditrkcti  ignoranri-,  death  \vst  of  the  coniequencet  that  may 

In  toch  characlcn  will  hsnily  aoem  follow. 


MARY  BLANDY 

SmCUICD  FOR  THE  HURnGR   OF 

It  hai  been  a  melancholy 
(bat  two  young  ladici — Miii  Jt^f- 
Viowxl  Miss  Itlandy— well  eilu- 
,  and  of  consiilerable  ctperta- 
I  from  the  parents  uhom  Iticy 
bnrdered,  should,  as  it  uc 

Ealh  of  their  proleclon. 
Yet,  thfiughMiit  UUndy's 

milted  on  blaud  ntareit  in 
conianguinily,  the  doci  nut  appear 
to  hare  been  that  determined  mur- 
derc»  we  find  in  Misa  Jefferies. 

Public  conitrnalion  wni  long  ili. 
tided  on  their  htc,  and  In  eom. 
pariiona  of  their  dilTetent  degrees 


There  h    too   much    roaion 


fear  that  both  had  been  seduced 
by  villainous  men:  but  Miss  J 
r<^riei,  as  will  be  u'en,  vrai  a  pre> 
Riediiated  and  determined 
dcrctH.  Over  the  fate  of  the 
wretched  MUs  Blandy  we  may  in- 
ihc  dulge  somewhat  of  commiseration  ; 
for  the-  profligate  wretch  who  se- 
duced her  was  a  disgrace  to  the 
noble  blood  from  which  he  derifed 
eiUtcncc ;  and  what  renders  hi* 
crioie  more  heinous  was  his  being 
a  m.irried  man. 

It  will  appear  that,  had  not  Ihii 

corrupt  twig  uf  the  noble  branch 

of  Ihc  tree  of  genealogy  from  which 

he  grew  spread  his  insidious  tnares 

ilangle  the  heart  and  corrupt  the 
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mind  of  Mits  Blandj,  she  would  not 
hare  been  ^ilCy  of  Che  abominable 
and  unnatural  crime  of  parricide* 

In  a  moral  point  of  ? iew,  though 
the  law  may  not  immediately  oTer- 
tale  the  nliainy,  we  would  appeal 
to  the  hearts  of  the  readers  of  our 
own  sex— nay,  we  would  aik  tlio 
question,  in  cooler  moments  of 
youth— -^  Can  there  be  a  more  de- 
structifa  Tice  than  the  seduction  of 
a  firtuons  female,  under  promise  of 
marriage?'  Will  not  your  inflamed 
paidoos  cool?  and  then  what  must 
be  the  stings  of  conscience  when 
you  find  the  too- willing  sacrifice  to 
your  lost  a  wretched  creature,  ne- 
glected  by  her  friends,  the  scorn  of 
the  TirtflMKis  part  of  her  sex,  and 
the  prey  of  your  own  ? 

Thus  are  we  led  to  acknowhdge, 
with  sprrowy'  Ae  lines  of  the  poet, 
on  a  iednced  woman : — 

'  Maii^  the  Imtoi  libertine,  mmy  rove. 
Free  sad  —qtstiau'd,  thro'  the  peths  of 

Iswii 
Bat  wsaMUp  ssnse  and  nature's  easy  fool — 
If  poor  WMJ!  wonen  swerve  from  Tirtoe's 

rule— 
If,  strongly  charm'd,  she  tempt  the  flow'ry 

way. 
And  in  the  softer  paths  of  pleasure  slray— 
Ruin  ensues,  remorse,  and  endless  shame. 
And  one  false  step  entirely  damns  her  fame : 
In  yain  with  tears  the  loss  she  may  de- 

plore, 
In  vain  look  back  to  what  she  was  before ;  i 
She  sets,like  stars  that  fall,  to  rise  no  more/ 

Mary  Blandy  was  the  only  daugh- 
ter of  a  Mr.  Francis  Blandy,  an 
eminent  attorney  at  Hcnley-upon. 
Thames,  and  town-clerk  of  that 
place.  She  had  .been  educated  with 
the  utmost  tendemeifs ;  and  every 
possible  care  was  taken  to  impress 
her  mind  with  sentiments  of  virtue 
and  religion.  Her  person  had  no- 
thing in  it  remarkably  engaging,  but 
she  was  of  a  sprightly  and  affable 
disposition,  of  polite  manners,  en- 
gsging  in  con?ersation,  and  was 
much   distinguished  by   licr  good 


She  had  read  the  best  authors  in 
the  English  language,  and  had  a 
memory  remarkably  retentive  of 
the  knowledge  she  had  acquired. 
In  a  word,  she  excelled  roost  of  her 
sex  in  those  accomplishments  which 
are  calculated  to  grace  and  dignify 
the  female  mind. 

The  father  being  reputed  to  be 
rich,  a  number  of  young  gentlemen 
courted  his  acquaintance,  with  a 
Ttew  to  make  an  interest  with  his 
daughter :  but,  of  all  the  visitors, 
none  were  more  agreeable,  both  to 
father  and  daughter,  than  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  army ;  and  the  former 
was  never  better  pleased  than  when 
he  had  some  of  them  at  his  table. 

Miss  Blandy  was  about  twenty- 
six  years  of  age  when  she  became 
acquainted  with  Captain  William 
Henry  Cranstoun,  who  was  then 
about  forty-six.  He  was  the  son 
of  Lord  Cranstoun,  of  an  ancient 
Scotch  family,  which  had  made 
great  alliances,  by  intermarriages, 
with  the  nobility  of  Scotland.  Being 
a  younger  brother,  his  uncle,  Lord 
Mark  Kcr,  procured  him  a  com. 
mission  in  the  army,  which>  with  the 
interest  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds, 
was  all  he  had  for  his  support. 

Cranstoun  married  a  Miss  Mur. 
ray  in  Scotland,  in  the  year  1745, 
and  received  a  handsome  fortune 
with  her ;  but  he  was  defective  in 
the  great  article  of  prudence.  His 
wife  was  delivered  of  a  son  ixrithin 
a  year  after  the  marriage.  About 
this  period  he  received  orders  to 
join  his  regiment  in  England,  and 
was  afterwards  sent  on  a  recruiting 
party  to  Henley,  uhich  gave  rise 
to  the  unhappy  connexion  which 
ended  so  fatsdiy. 

It  may  seem  extraordinary,  and 
is,  perhaps,  a  proof  of  Cranstoun 's 
art,  that  he  could  ingratiate  himself 
into  the  affections  of  Miss  Bbmdy  ; 
for  his  person  was  diminutive,  he 
was  so  marked  with  the  small  pox 
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Ihat  hit  face  wai  in  seams,  and  he 
•qaioted  Teiy  nach :  but  lie  pcy. 
teased  tliat  facoity  of  sntidl-talk 
whidi  ia  nnfortnnataly  too  much 
cateened  bj  many  of  Uie  fair  sex. 

Mr.  Blaodr^  who  was  acquainted 
with  Lord  Mark  Ker,  was  fond  of 
being  deemed  a  man  of  taste,  and 
ao  open  to  flattery,  that  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  a  man  of 
Cranstoun's  artifice  ingratiated  him. 
aelf  into  his  favour,  and  obtained 
permission  to  pay  his  addresses  to 
the  danghter. 

Cranstomi,  apprehending  that 
Misa  filaody  might  discover  that 
be  had  a  wife  in  Scotland,  informed 
ker  that  he  was  involved  in  a  disa* 
greeable  lawsuit  in  that  country 
with  a  yonng  lady,  who  claimed 
bias  as  a  husl>and ;  and  so  sure  was 
be  of  tlie  interest  he  had  obtained 
in  Miss  Biaady*s  affections,  that  he 
bad  the  confidence  to  ask  her  if  she 
loved  him  well  enough  to  wait  the 
issne  of  the  affair.  Sho  told  him 
tiiat,  if  her  father  and  mother  ap- 
proved of  her  staying  for  him,  she 
bad  no  objection. 

This  must  be  allowed  to  have 
been  a  very  extraordinary  declara- 
tion of  love,  and  as  extraordinary  a 
reply. 

Cnuistoun  endeavored  to  con. 
doct  the  amour  with  all  possible 
secrecy ;  notwithstanding  which  it 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  Lord 
Mark  Ker,  who  wrote  to  Mr. 
Blandy,  informing  him  that  the 
captain  had  a  wife  and  children  in 
Scotland,  and  conjuring  him  to 
preserve  his  daughter  from  rnin. 

AUrmed  by  thb  intelligence, 
Mr.  Blandy  informed  his  daughter 
of  it ;  but  she  did  not  seem  equally 
affected,  as  Cranstoun's  former  de- 
claration had  prepared  her  to  ex. 
pect  some  such  news;  and,  when 
the  old  gentleman  taxed  Cranstonn 
with  it,  he  decUred  it  was  only  an 
aCur  of  galhmtry,  of  which  he 


should  have  no  difficulty  to  free 
himself. 

Mn.  Blandy  appears  to  have 
lieen  under  as  great  a  degree  of 
infatuation  as  her  danghter,  for  she 
forbore  all  farther  inquiry,  on  the 
captain's  bare  assurance  that  the 
report  of  his  marriage  was  false. 
Cranstoun,  however,  could  not  lie 
equally  easy.  He  saw  the  neces. 
sity  of  devising  some  scheme  to  get 
his  first  marriage  annulled,  or  of 
bidding  adieu  to  all  the  gratifica- 
tions he  could  promise  himself  by  a 
second. 

After  revolving  various  schemes 
in  hb  mind,  he  at  length  wrote  to 
his  wife,  requesting  her  to  disown 
him  for  a  husband.  The  sulwtanoe 
of  thii  letter  was,  that,  <  liaving  no 
other  way  of  rising  to  preferment 
but  in  the  army,  he  had  but  little 
ground  to  expect  advancement 
there,  while  it  was  known  he  was 
encumbered  with  a  wife  and  family ; 
but,  could  he  once  pass  for  a  single 
man,  he  had  not  the  least  doubt 
of  being  quickly  preferred,  which 
would  procure  him  a  sufficiency  to 
maintain  her,  as  well  as  himself,  in 
a  gentecler  manner  than  now  he 
was  able  to  do.  All,  therefore, 
(adds  he)  I  have  to  request  of  you 
is,  that  you  will  transcribe  the  en- 
closed copy  of  a  letter,  wherein 
you  disown  me  for  a  husband  ;  put 
your  maiden  name  to  it,  and  send 
it  by  the  post :  all  the  use  I  shall 
make  of  it  shall  be  to  procure  my 
advancement,  which  will  necessarily 
include  your  own  benefit  In  full 
assurance  that  you  will  comply  with 
my  request,  I  remain,  your  most 
affectionate  husband, 

*  W.  H.  Cbamstoun.' 

Mrs.  Cranstoun,  ill  ai  she  had 
been  treated  by  her  huiband,  and 
little  hope  as  she  had  of  more  ge- 
nerous usage,  was,  after  repeated 
letters  had  passed,  indaced  to  give 
up  her  daimi  and  at  length  sent 
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him   thn  requesfeil  paper,    iigned 
Murray,    which    was   her    maiden 

The  villainous  raptain,  bfing 
posKtsetl  of  (his  letter,  made  some 
copies  of  il,  which  he  sent  (u  hit 
wife'ii  relations,  and  his  own:  the 
coniequcnce  of  which  wu  thai  they 
i*ilhdrew  the  assislantc  they  had 
afforded  the  lady,  wMrh  reduced 
her  to  an  extremily  the  had  never 
before  known. 

Eiclu&ire  of  this,  he  instituted  a 
suit  bcrore  the  lurda  of  gesiinn,  for 
(he  disEolutioti  of  the  marriage; 
but  when  Mrs.  Cranstouii  was 
heard,  anil  the  lelten  read,  the  art- 
ful contrirance  wai  seen  through, 
the  marriage  was  confirmed,  and 
Craastoun  wo;  adjudged  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  (rial. 

At  (he  next  sessions  Captain 
Cranstoan  preferred  a  petition,  de- 
siring to  be  beard  by  counsel  on 
new  evidence,  which  it  was  pre- 
tended had  arisen  respecting  Miss 
Murray.  This  petition,  after  some 
hesitation,  wai  heard;  but  the  issue 
was,  that  the  marriage  was  again 
cuofirmed,  and  Cranstoun  was 
obliged  to  allow  hb  wife  a  separate 
maintenance. 

Still,  howcier,  he  paid  his  ad- 
dressei  to  Miss  Blandy  with  the 
tame  fervency  as  before ;  which 
coming  to  the  linowledge  of  Mrs. 
Cranstoun,  she  sent  her  the  decree 
of  the  Court  of  Session,  establish- 
ing the  validity  of  the  marriage. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
thif  would  have  convinced  Miss 
itlandy  of  the  erroneous  path  in 
Hhich  she  was  treading.  On  this 
occasion  she  consulted  her  mother : 
and,  Cranstoun  having  set  out  for 
Scotland,  the  old  lady  adiiscd  her 
to  write  to  him,  to  know  the  truth 
of  the  affair. 

Abturd  as  this  advice  was,  sho 
wrote  to  him  ;  but,  soon  after  the 
receipt  of  her  letter,  he  returned 


to  Henley,  when  he  had  impudei 
enough  to  asiiert  that  the  cause  « 
not  finally  dtftermined,  but  wotil 
be  rcfirrcd  to  the  House  of  Lord 

Mr.  Bbndvgitvc  very  littlci 
to   this  assertion  ;   but  his  wi 
lenteil    at   unce   to  all    CranstoO^ 
said,  and  lic-atrd  him  with  a 
tenderncsN  as  if  he  had  been  I 
owti  child;  of  which  the  follow- 
ing circumstance  will  afford  ample 

Mrs.   Blandy  and  her  danghUi 
being   on   a  visit  to   -Mrs 
of  Turville  Court,  the  old  lady  1 
taken  so  ill  m  to  be  obliged  to  ca 
tinuo  there  for  aome  days.     In  tl 
height  of  her  disorder,  which  * 
a    violent  fever,   she    cried    '  iiS^J 
Cranstoun  be  sent  for.'     Hu  i 
then  with   (he  regiment  at  Soull 
aupton ;    but,    her  request  f 
complied  with,  she  no  s< 
him  than  she  raised  herself  on  I 
pillow,  and  hung  round  hit  nee 
repeatedly    exclaiming    '   My  C 
Cranstoun,    1    am    glad  you 
come;  I  ihallnow  grow  welloooni' 
So  extravagant  was  her  fondnew, 
that  she  insisted  on  having  him  as 


On  ihc  fallowing  day  she  gnvui 
better;  on  which  she  uid  '  ThiM 
1  owe  to  you,  my  dear  Cranstouv^fl 
your  coming  has  given  dm  o<^H 
health  and  fresh  spirits.  I  <V^| 
fearTul  I  should  die,  and  you  q^| 
here  to  comfort  that  poor  ^1^1 
How  like  death  she  looks!' 

It  would  bv  ungenerous  to  the 
memory  of  Mrs.  Ulandy  to  sop- 
poie  that  she  saw  Craustoao's  guilt 
in  iti  true  light  of  enormity  ;  but 
certainly  she  was  a  most  egregious 
dupe  to  his  artifices. 

Mrs.  Blandy  and  her  daughter 
having  come  lu  London,  the  former 
wanted  forty  pounds,  (o  discharge 
a  debt  she  had  contracted  unknown 
to    her   husband ;    and    Cranttouii 
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comiog  into  the  room  while  the 
Bother  and  the  dtiighter  were 
weepiug  over  their  distresses,  he 
« demanded  the  reason  of  their  grief; 
of  which  being  informed,  he  left 
then,  and,  soon  retarning  with  the 
requisite  sum,  he  threw  it  into  the 
4ild  lady's  lap*  Charmed  by  this 
apparent  generosity,  she  burst  into 
tears^  and  squeezed  his  hand  fcr- 
TentJy  ;  on  which  he  embraced  her, 
and  said,  *  Remember  it  is  a  son ; 
therrfore  do  not  make  yourself  un- 
easy :  you  do  not  lie  under  any 
obligation  to  me.' 

Of  this  debt  of  forty  pounds,  ten 
pounds  iiad  been  contracted  by  the 
ladies  while  in  London,  for  ex. 
penset  in  consequence  of  their  plea- 
sures ;  and  the  other  thirty  by  ex. 
pensive  treats  given  to  Cranstoun 
at  Henley,  during  Mr.  Blandy's 
absence. 

Soon  after  this  Mrs.  Blandy  died ; 
and  Cranstoun  now  complaining  of 
bis  fear  of  being  arrested  for  the 
forty  pounds,  the  young  lady  bor- 
rowed that  sum,  which  she  gave 
lun,  and  made  him  a  present  of 
her  watch  :  so  that  he  was  a  gainer 
by  his  former  apparent  generosity. 

Mr.  Blandy  began  now  to  show 
evident  dislike  of  Captain  Cran- 
stoun's  visits  :  but  he  found  means 
to  take  leave  of  the  daughter,  to 
whom  be  complained  of  the  father's 
ill  treatment;  but  insinuated  that 
he  bad  a  method  of  conciliating  \m 
esteem ;  and  that  when  he  arrived 
ia  Scotland  he  would  send  her  some 
powders  proper  for  the  purpose; 
on  which,  to  prevent  suspicion,  he 
would  write,  *  Powders  to  clean 
the  Scotch  pebbles.' 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  young 
lady  bad  any  idea  that  the  powders 
he  was  to  send  her  were  of  a  poi- 
sonous nature.  She  seems  rather 
to  have  bci^n  infatuated  by  her 
Wvc;  and  this  is  the  only  excuse 
that  can  be  made  for  her  subse* 


quent  conduct,  which  appears  other- 
wise totally  inconsistent  with  that 
good  sense  for  which  she  was  cele- 
brated. 

Cranstoun  sent  her  the  powders, 
according  to  promise;  .and  Mr. 
Blandy  being  indisposed  on  the 
Sunday  se'nnight  before  his  death, 
Susan  Gunnel,  a  maid-servant,  made 
him  some  water-gruel,  into  which 
Miss  Blandy  conveyed  some  of  the 
powder,  and  gave  it  to  her  father ; 
and,  repeating  this  draught  on  the 
following  day,  he  was  tormented 
with  the  most  violent  pains  in  his 
bowels. 

When  the  old  gentleman's  dis- 
order increased,  and  he  was  at- 
tended by  a  physician,  his  daughter 
came  into  the  room,  and,  falling  on 
her  knees  to  her  father,  said,  '  Ba- 
nish me  where  you  please  ;  do  with 
me  what  you  please,  so  you  do  but 
forgive  me ;  and,  as  for  Cranstoun, 
1  will  never  see  him,  speak  to  him, 
or  write  to  him,  as  long  as  I  live, 
if  you  will  forgive  me.' 

In  reply  to  this  the  father  said, 
'  I  forgive  thee,  my  dear,  and  I  hope 
God  will  forgive  thee;  but  thou 
shuuldst  have  considered  before 
thou  attemptedst  any  thing  against 
thy  father ;  thou  shouldst  have  con- 
sidered 1  was  thy  own  father.' 

Miss  Blandy  uow  acknowledged 
that  she  had  put  powder  in  his 
gruel,  but  that  it  was  for  an  innocent 
purpose);  on  which  the  father,  turn- 
ing in  his  bed,  said, '  O  such  a  viU 
lain !  to  come  to  my  house,  eat  of 
the  best  and  drink  of  the  best  my 
house  could  afford ;  and,  in  return, 
take  away  my  life,  and  ruin  my 
daughter.  O  !  my  dear,  thou  must 
hate  that  man. ' 

The  young  lady  replied,  *  Sir, 
every  word  you  say  b  like  a  sword 
piercing  to  my  heart ;  more  severe 
than  if  you  were  angry :  I  must 
kneel,  and  bvg  you  will  not  curse 
me.'     The  father  said,    ^  I  curse 
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tbee,  my  dear  1  how  conldst  thou 
think  I  would  cune  thee?  No,  I 
bless  tbee,  and  hope  God  will  bless 
thee,  and  amend  thy  life.  Do,  my 
dear,  go  out  of  the  room ;  say  no 
more,  lest  thou  sbonldst  say  any 
thing  to  thy  oi^n  prejudice.  Go 
to  thy  uncle  Stephens;  and  take 
liim  for  thy  friend :  poor  man !  I 
am  sorry  for  him.' 

Mr.  Blandy  dying  in  conse- 
quence of  his  illness,  it  was  sus. 
pectad  that  the  daughter  had  occa- 
sioned his  death;  whereupon  she 
was  taken  into  custody,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  gaol  at  Oxford. 

She  was  tried  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1759 ;  and,  after  many  witnesses  had 
be^n  called  to  give  evidence  of  her 
guilt,  she  was  desired  to  make  her 
defence,  which  she  did  in  the  fol- 
lowing speech : — 

<  My  Lord,*-It  b  morally  im- 
possible for  me  to  lay  down  the 
hardships  I  hare  received.— I  have 
been  aspersed  In  my  character.  In 
the  first  place  it  has  been  said  I 
spoke  ill  of  my  father  ;  that  I  have 
cursed  him,  and  wished  him  at  hell ; 
which  is  extremely  false.  Sometimes 
little  family  affairs  have  happened, 
and  he  did  not  speak  to  me  so  kind- 
ly as  I  could  wish.  I  own  I  am  pas- 
sionate, my  lord  ;  and  in  those  pas- 
sions some  hasty  expressions  might 
have  dropped ;  but  great  care  has 
been  taken  to  recollect  every  word 
I  have  spoken  at  different  times, 
and  to  apply  them  to  such  parti- 
cular purposes  as  my  enemies  knew 
would  do  me  the  greatest  injury. 
These  are  hardships,  my  lord,  such 
as  yourself  must  allow  to  be  so. 
It  was  said  too,  my  lord,  that  I 
endeavored  to  make  my  escape. 
Your  lordship  will  judge  from  the 
difficulties  I  labored  under : — 1  had 
lost  my  father ; — I  was  accused  of 
being  his  murderer; — I  was  not 
permitted  to  go  near  him  ;— I  was 
forsaken  by  my  friends— affronted 


by  the  mob—and  insulted  by  my 
servants. — Although  I  begged  to 
have  the  liberty  to  listen  at  the  door 
where  he  died,  I  was  not  allowed 
it.  My  keys  were  taken  from  me; 
my  shoe-buckles  and  garters  too— 
to  prevent  me  from  making  away 
with  myself,  as  though  I  was  the 
most  abandoned  creature*  What 
could  I  do,  my  lord  ?  I  Terily  be*, 
lieve  I  must  have  been  out  of  my 
senses.  When  I  heard  my  father 
was  dead,  I  ran  out  of  the  house, 
and  over  the  bridge,  and  had  no- 
thing on  but  a  half  sack  and  pet- 
ticoats, without  a  hoop-~my  petti, 
coats  hanging  about  me.  The  mob 
gathered  round  me.  Was  this  a 
condition,  my  lord,  to  make  my 
escape  in  ?  A  good  woman  beyond 
the  bridge,  seeing  nie  in  this  dis. 
tress,  d^ired  me  to  walk  in  till 
the  mob  was  dispersed :  the  town- 
sergeant  was  there.  I  begged  he 
would  take  me  under  his  protec 
tion,  to  have  me  home :  the  woman 
said  it  was  not  proper,  the  mob  was 
very  great,  and  that  I  had  better 
stay  a  little.  When  I  came  home 
they  said  I  used  the  constable  ill.  I 
was  locked  up  for  fifteen  hours,  with 
only  an  old  servant  of  the  family 
to  attend  me.  I  was  not  allowed  a 
maid  for  the  common  decencies  of 
my  sex.  I  was  sent  to  gaol,  and 
was  in  hopes  there  at  least  this 
usage  would  have  ended ;  but  was 
told  it  was  reported  I  was  fre* 
qnently  drunk  ;  that  1  attempted 
to  make  my  escape ;  that  I  did  not 
attend  at  chapel.  A  more  abste- 
mious woman,  ifiy  lord,  I  believe, 
does  not  live. 

^  Upon  the  report  of  my  making 
my  escape,  the  gentleman  who  was 
high^sheriff  last  year  (not  the  pre- 
sent)  came  and  told  me,  by  order  of 
the  higher  powers,  he  must  p«t  an 
iron  on  me.  I  submitted  as  I  al- 
ways do,  to  the  hi^cr  powers. 
Some  time  after  he  canse  again,  and 
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laid  he  iiia»t  pat  a  heavier  one  upon 
Be ;  which  1  have  worn,  mj  lord, 
till  I  came  hither.  I  aiked  the 
sheriff  why  I  was  so  ironed.  He 
said  he  did  it  by  the  commaDd  of 
soBie  noble  peer,  on  his  hearing 
that  1  intended  making  my  escape. 
I  told  him  I  never  had  any  such 
thought,  and  I  would  bear  it  with 
the  other  cruel  usage  I  had  received 

00  my  character.  The  Reverend 
Mr.  Swinton,  the  worthy  clergyman 
who  attended  me  in  prison,  can  tea. 
tify  I  was  regular  at  (he  chapel 
whenever  1  was  well:  sometimes  I 
really  was  not  able  to  come  out,  and 
then  he  attended  me  in  my  room. 
They  have  likewise  published  pa« 
pers  and  depositions,  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  published,  in  or. 
der  to  represent  me  as  the  most 
abandoned  of  my  sex,  and  to  pre- 
jadice  the  world  against  me.  1  sub- 
mit myself  to  your  lordship,  and 
to  the  worthy  jury.  I  do  assure 
your  lordship,  as  1  am  to  answer  at 
the  great  tribunal  where  1  must 
appear,  I  am  as  innocent  as  the 
child  unborn  of  the  death  of  my 
fitlier.  I  would  not  endeavour  to 
sivemy  life  at  the  expense  of  truth  : 

1  really  thought  the  powder  an  in. 
nocent  inolt'ensive  thing ;  and  I 
gave  it  to  procure  his  love  (meaning 
towards  Cranstoun).  It  has  been 
Bientioncd,  1  should  say,  I  was 
rained.  My  lord,  when  a  young 
woman  losis  her  character,  is  not 
that  her  ruin  ?  Why,  then,  should 
this  expression  be  construed  in  so 
wide  a  sense  ?  Is  it  not  ruining  my 
character  to  have  such  a  thing  laid 
to  my  charge  ?  And,  whatever  may 
be  the  event  of  this  trial,  I  am 
mined  most  effectually.' 

The  trial   lasted  eleven    hours, 

{     tod  then  the  judge  summed  op  the 

evidence,  mentioning  the  scandal- 

oas  behaviour  of  some  people  re. 

spccting  the  prisoner,  in    printing 

I  and  publishing  what  they  called  de* 


posid6ns  taken  before  the  coroner 
relating  to  the  affair  before  them : 
to  which  he  added,  <I  hope  you 
hate  not  seen  them  ;  but,  if  you 
have,  I  must  tell  you,  as  you  are 
men  of  sense  and  probity,  that  you 
must  divest  yoorsel  ves  of  every  pre- 
judice  that  can  arise  from  thence, 
and  attend  merely  to  the  evidence 
that  has  now  been  given.' 

The  judge  then  spmmed  op  the 
evidence  with  the  utmost  candour  ; 
and  the  jury,  having  considered  the 
affair,  found  her  guilty  without 
going  out  of  court. 

After  conviction  she  behaved 
with  the  utmost  decency  and  resig. 
nation.  She  was  attended  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Swinton,  from  whose 
hands  she  received  the  sacrament 
on  the  day  before  her  eiccution, 
declaring  that  she  did  not  know 
there  was  any  thing  hurtful  in  the 
powders  she  had  given  her  father. 

The  night  before  her  death  she 
spent  in  devotion  ;  and  at  nine  in 
the  morning  of  the  6th  of  April, 
175^,  she  left  her  apartment,  being 
dressed  in  a  black  bombasin,  and 
having  her  arms  bound  with  black 
ribands. 

The  clergyman  attended  her  to 
the  place  of  execution,  to  which 
she  walked  with  the  utmost  solera, 
nity  of  deportment;  and,  when 
there,  acknowledged  her  fault  in 
administering  the  powders  to  her 
father;  but  declared  that,  as  she 
must  soon  appear  before  the  most 
awful  tribunal,  she  had  no  idea  of 
doing  injury,  nor  any  suspicions 
that  the  powders  wereuf  a  poison, 
ous  nature. 

Having  ascended  some  ste[)S  of 
the  ladder,  she  said  ^  Gentlemen, 
don't  hang  me  high,  for  the  sake  of 
decency.'  Being  desired  to  go 
something  higher,  she  turned  about, 
and  expressed  her  apprehensions 
that  she  should  fall.  The  rope 
being  put  rouud    her  neck,  she 
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pulled  her  handkerchief  over  her 
hcey  and  was  turned  off  on  holding 
out  a  book  of  devotions  which  bhc 
had  been  reading. 

The  crowd  of  spectators  assem- 
bled on  this  occasion  was  immense  ; 
and  when  she  had  hung  the  usual 
time  she  was  cut  down,  and  the 
bodj)  being  put  into  a  hearse,  was 
conveyed  to  Henley,  and  interred 
with  her  parents,  at  quo  o'clock  on 
the  following  morning. 

It  will  now  be  proper  to  return 
to  CranstouD,  who  was  the  original 
contriver  of  this  horrid  rounler. 
liaVing  heard  of  Miss  Blandy's 
commitment  to  Oxford  gaol,  he 
concealed  himself  some  time  in  Scot- 
land, and  then  escaped  to  Boulogne^ 
in  France.  Meeting  there  with 
Mrs.  Ross,  who  was  distantly  re- 
lated to  his  family,  he  acquainted 
her  with  his  situation,  and  begged 
her  protection ;  on  which  she  ad- 
vised  him  to  change  his  name  for 
her  maiden  name  of  Dunbar. 

Some  officers  in  the  French  ser- 
Tice,  who  were  related  to  his  wife, 
hearing  of  his  concealment,  vowed 
revenge,  if  they  should  meet  with 
him,  for  his  cruelty  to  the  unhappy 


woman  :  on  which  he  fled  to  Paris, 
from  whence  he  went  to  Fumes,  a 
town  in  Flanders,  where  Mrs.  Ross 
l^ad  provided  a  lodging' for  his  re- 
ception. 

He  had  not  been  long  at  Furnes 
when  he  >vas  seized  with  a  severe  fit 
of  illness,  which  brought  him  to  a 
degree  of  reflection  to  which  he  had 
been  long  a  stranger.  At  length 
he  sent  for  a  father  belonging  to  an 
adjacent  convent,  and  received  ab- 
solution from  his  hands,  on  declar- 
ing himself  a  convert  to  the  Romish 
faith. 

Cranstoun  died  on  the  30th  of 
November,  1753 ;  and  the  fraternity 
of  monks  and  friars  looked  on  his 
conversion  as  an  object  of  such  im- 
portance, that  solemn  nuss  was 
sung  on  the  occasion,  and  the  body 
was  followed  to  the  grave  not  only 
by  the  ecclesiastics,  but  by  the  ma- 
gistrates of  the  town. 

His  papers  were  then  senttoScot* 
land,  to  his  brother.  Lord  Cran- 
stoun ;  his  clothes  were  sold  for  the 
discharge  of  his  debts ;  and  his  wife 
came  into  possession  of  the  interest 
of  the  fifteen  hundred  pounds  above 
mentioned. 


WILLIAM  CHANDLER, 

TRANSPORTED    FOR   PEUJURY.^ 


Tbe  scheme  laid  by  this  man  for 
the  purpose  of  plunder  had  not 
been  equalled  in  art  and  consum- 
mate hypocrisy  by  any  of  his  fra- 
ternity  who  preceded  him.  His 
plan  was  to  rob  a  whole  county. 
In  the  case  of  every  robbery  com- 
mitted, the  hundred  where  it  hap. 
pens,  or  the  county  at  large,  are 
responsible  for  the  amount  of  the 
loss  which  the  injured  in  certain 
cases  may  sustain.  In  his  attempt 
at  this  kind  of  fraud  he  implicated 
three  innocent  men,  by  whom  he 
pretended  to  have    been    robbed, 

I  who,  had  his  talc  ultimately 


met  credit,  might  in  consequence 
have  lost  their  lives.  Happily  this 
diabolical  attempt  was  frustrated, 
and  we  are  almost  led  to  regret 
that  the  utmost  vengeance  of  the 
law  could  not  overtake  him. 

There  is  a  palpable  contradiction 
between  the  laws  and  the  natural 
sentiments  of  mankind  in  the  case 
of  oaths  which  are  admi(iistered  to 
a  criminal  to  make  him  speak  the 
truth,  when  the  contrary  is  his 
greatest  interest ;  as  If  a  man  could 
think  himself  obliged  to  contribute 
to  his  own  destruction ;  and  as  if, 
when  interest  speaks,  religioQ  was 
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not  generally  silent :  religion,  which 
in  all  ages  hath,  of  all  other  things, 
been  most  common!  j  abased.  And, 
indeed,  upon  whatmoti?e  should  it 
be  respected  by  the  wicked,  when 
it  has  been  thus  f  iolatcd  by  those 
who  were  esteemed  the  wisest  of 
men  ?  The  motites  which  religion 
opposes  to  the  fear  of  impending 
evU  and  the  love  of  life  are  too 
weak,  as  thejr  are  too  distant,  to 
make  any  impression  on  the  senses. 
The  affairs  of  the  other  world  are 
dottbtless  regulated  by  laws  entirely 
different  from  those  by  which  ha- 
man  affiun  are  directed  ;  why  then 
should  you  endeavour  to  compro- 
mise matters  between  I  hero  ?  why 
should  a  man  be  reduced  to  the 
terrible  alternative  either  of  offend, 
ing  God  or  of  contributing  to  his 
own  immediate  destruction  ?  The 
laws  which  require  an  oath  in  such 
a  case  leave  him  only  the  choice  of 
becoming  a  bad  Christian  or  a 
■lartyr.  For  this  reason  oaths  be- 
come, by  degrees,  merely  formal ; 
and  all  sentiments  of  religion  (per- 
haps the  only  motives  of  honesty  in 
the  greatest  part  of  mankind)  are 
destroyed.  1  appeal  to  any  judge 
whether  he  has  ever  known  that  an 
oath  alone  has  brought  truth  from 
the  lips  of  a  criminal :  indeed  reason 
tells  us  it  could  not ;  for  all  laws 
are  useless,  and,  in  consequence, 
pernicious,  which  contradict  the 
natural  feelings  of  mankind.  Such 
laws  are  like  a  dike  opposed  di- 
reclly  to  the  coarse  of  a  torrent :  it 
is  either  immediately  overwhelmed, 
or,  by  a  whirlpool  formed  by  it- 
self, u  gradually  undermiued  and 
destroyed. 

Chandler*s  offence,  particularly 
prevalent  among  the  inferior  ranks 
in  society,  is  to  be  attributed  in  no 
mall  degree  to  the  want  of  proper 
solemnity  and  previous  explanation 
on  the  administration  of  oaths.  No- 
thing can  exceed  the  unimpressive 
and  Careless  manner  whichr  is  iu 


practice  in  calling  upon  witnesses 
to  make  this  solemn  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Being.  It  would  seem 
highly  necessary  that  all  oaths 
should  be  administered  in  the  most 
impressive  manner  by  the  judge; 
and  that  a  form  should  be  devised, 
calculated,  in  the  greatest  possible 
degree,  to  impress  upon  the  mind 
of  the  party  a  high  sense  of  the  ob- 
ligation he  qr  she  has  come  under 
to  speak  the  truth. 

William  Chandler  was  the  only 
child  of  Mr.  Thomas  Chandler,  of 
Wood  borough,  near  Devizes,  a 
gentleman  farmer,  of  two  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  who,  at  the  age  of 
about  seventeen,  fixed  him  with 
Mr.  Banks,  clerk  of  the  gold- 
smiths' company ;  from  whom,  by 
reason  of  frequent  disputes,  he  was 
turned  over,  before  t^o  years  had 
passed,  to  Mr.  Hill,  of  Clifford's 
Inn,  and  here  he  gained  the  love  of 
his  master  and  the  respect  of  his 
clients. 

Chandler,  while  he  was  with  Mr. 
Banks,  had  married  the  maid-ser- 
vant ;  but  so  artfully  concealed  It, 
that  it  was  never  suspected  by  either 
of  his  masters,  nor  any  of  his  own 
family  ;  and  Mr.  Hill  having  along 
contested  lawsuit  in  hand  for  the 
father,  the  profits  of  which  he  made 
over  to  his  son,  he  was  enabled  to 
keep  his  wife  in  lodgings. 

Chandler's  clerkship  being  nearly 
expired,  he  had  projected  a  scheme 
to  double  his  fortune.  This  scheme 
was  to  get  as  much  money  into  his 
hands  as  he  could  possibly  raise,  to 
set  out  with  it  to  the  country  upon 
some  plausible  pretence,  swear  he 
was  robbed  of  it  by  the  way,  and 
then  sue  the  hundred.  To  do  this  in 
the  ordinary  manner  he  knew  was 
hazardous,  and  liable  to  many  mis- 
carriages ;  he  therefore  laid  his  plot 
so  deeply,  that,  as  he  thought,  it 
should  be  beyond  the  reach  of  hu- 
man discovery. 

In.  the  first  place  it  was  neccb. 
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tarjT  to  raise  a  saiO)  which  coald 
not  be  done  without  deceiving  both 
bb  father  and  master.  He  there- 
fore told  the  former  that  he  had  an 
adTantageous  match  in  view  ;  and 
the  latter  that  he  had  a'  rich  uncle 
in  Suffolk,  whom  he  pretended  to 
Tisit,  and  to  have  received  from  him 
•ereral  bank  bills,  which  he  showed 
to  &vour  the  deceit.  By  these  arti- 
fices he  obtained  from  his  father  the 
possession  of  an  estate  worth  about 
four  hundred  pounds,  and  account- 
ed  to  his  master  for  bis  having  five 
bund  red  pounds  more,  which  it 
docs  not  appear  how  he  acquired. 

He  then  applied  to  his  master  to 
adTance  five  hundred  pound:;  upon 
his  new  estate,  which,  with  his 
other  five  hundred  pounds,  he  was 
going,  he  said,  to  lend  to  Mrs. 
Strait,  of  Salisbury,  on  an  estate  at 
Enford,  within  six  or  seven  miles 
frpm  his  father's  house,  on  which 
there  was  •  a  prior  mortgage  of  five 
bundrcd  pounds,  with  interest  due 
to  one  Mr.  Poor,  of  Enford,  who 
wanted  to  call  in  his  money. 

Mr.  Hill,  believing  his  clerk  im- 
plicitly, even  with  respect  to  the 
▼alue  of  his  estate,  procured  the 
five  hundred  pounds  of  one  Mr. 
Winter.  While  the  mortgage  was 
making  Mr.  Chandler  went  down 
to  Mrs.  Strait,  and  offered  to  pay 
Mr.  Poor  his  five  hundred  pounds, 
with  interest,  and  to  advance  to  her 
five  hundred  pounds  more  on  the 
same  estate,  which  she  readily  ac- 
cepted ;  and  though  it  was  now  the 
17th  of  March,  1748,  he  apppinted 
her  to  meet  him  at  Enford,  on  the 
26th  of  the  same  month,  to  receive 
the  money  :  he  then  hurried  home, 
and  immediately  prepared  a  proper 
assignment  for  Mr.  Poor's  mort. 
gage  to  himself,  with  receipts  for 
the  thousand  pounds,  and  wrote  to 
Mrs.  Strait  not  to  forget  the  day, 
appointing  ten  as  the  l^or  of  meet- 
ing. Now  on  the  Md  the  mort- 
"^age  of  Chandler's  qwd  estate  to 


Winter  was  executed,  and  the  mo- 
ney paid  in  three  bank-notes,  which 
Chandler  the  next  day  changed  at 
the  Bank  for  eight  of  fifty  pounds, 
and  five  of  twenty  pounds  each. 

On  the  24th,  early,  having  turned 
most  of  his  cash  into  small  bills,  to 
the  amountof  nine  hundred  pounds, 
he  found,  when  he  came  to  put 
these  in  canvass  bags  under  bis  gar- 
ters, where  he  proposed  to  carry 
them  for  safety,  that  they  made  too 
great  a  bundle,  and  therefore  he 
took  several  of  the  small  bills,  with 
some  cash,  amounting  to  four  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds,  and  ex- 
changed them  at  the  bank  for  two 
notes,  one  of  four  hundred  poui«ds, 
and  the  other  of  forty  pounds  ;  the 
first  of  which,  in  his  way  home,  he 
changed  in  his  master's  name,  at  Sir 
Richard  Hoarc's,  for  one  note  of 
two  hundred  pounds,  and  two  of 
one  hundred  pounds  each;  but  told 
his  master  that  the  bank  clerks 
were  a  little  out  of  humour  at  the 
trouble  he  had  already  given  them, 
and  that  he  had  changed  his  small 
notes  with  a  stranger  in  the  bank- 
hall  for  the  notes  which  he,  in  re- 
ality, had  received  at  Sir  Richard 
Hoare's.  Mr.  Hill,  at  Chandler's 
request,  having  written  down  the 
numbers  and  dates  of  the  several 
bills,  and  seen  them  safely  put  up, 
Chandler  took  leave  of  him,  and 
about  twelve  o'clock  set  out. 

About  four  the  same  afternoon 
he  reached  Hare-hatch,  about 
thirty  miles  from  I^ondon,  where 
he  stopped  to  refresh  ;  and  about 
five,  just  as  he  had  left  his  inn,  was, 
as  he  said,  unfortunately  met  by 
three  bargemen  on  foot,  who,  after 
they  had  robbed  him  of  his  watch 
and  money,  took  him  to  a  pit  close 
by  the  road,  and  there  stripped  him 
of  all  his  bank-notes,  bound  his 
hands  and  feet,  and  left  him,  threat- 
ening to  return  and  shoot  him  if  he 
made  the  least  noise.  In  this  wo- 
ful  condition  he  said  he  lay  three 
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lM>«rt,  though  the  pit  was  to  near 
the  road  that  not  a  single  hone 
*  eovid  pass  without  his  hearing  ;  yet 
when  night  came  he  could  jump, 
boaod  as  he  was^  near  half  a  mile, 
all  op  hill,  till,  inclcilj  for  his  pur. 
pose,  he  met  one  Afury,  a  simple 
shepherd,  who  cut  the  cords ;  and 
of  whom  the  first  question  Chandler 
aslied  was,  where  a  constable  or  ty  th- 
ing man  lived;  upon  which  Avery 
conducted  him  to  ilichard  Kelly's, 
the  constables  just  by,  and  with  him 
Mr.  Chandler  left  the  notices  re. 
quired  by  the  statutes,  with  the  de- 
scription of  the  men  who  robbed 
him,  BO  exactly,  that  a  person  pre- 
sent remembered  three  such  men  to 
have  passed  by  his  house  about  the 
very  time  the  robbery  was  said  to 
have  been  committed ;  and  the 
mayor  of  Reading,  who  was  acci. 
dentally  on  the  road,  had  a  similar 
rrcollection  of  the  bargemen,  whom 
he  met  near  Maidenhead  thicket, 
between  four  and  five  the  same  day. 
Chandler  then  returned  to  the  inn 
where  he  had  refreshed,  and,  after 
telling  his  deplorable  tale,  and  ac- 
qaainting  his  landlord  with  his  in- 
tentions of  suing  the  hundred,  he 
ordered  a  good  supper  and  a  bowl 
of  punch,  and  sat  down  with  as 
little  concern  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. 

Next  day  he  returned  to  London, 
acquainted  his  master  with  the  pre- 
tended robl>ery,  and  requested  his 
atilstancc. 

Mr.  Hill  gAve  him  the  memoran- 
dam  he  had  of  the  numben,  dates, 
and  sums  of  the  notes,  and  sent  him 
to  the  bank  to  stop  payment ;  but, 
instead  of  that,  he  went  to  Mr. 
Tuflcy,  a  silversmith  in  Cannon 
Street,  bought  a  silver  tankard,  and 
in  payment  changed  one  of  the  notes 
for  a  hundred  pounds  which  he  had 
recdved  the  day  before  at  Sir 
Kichaid  Hoare's ;  and,  on  his  re« 
turn  to  hii  master^  toid  him  the 


bank  did  no  business  that  day  be* 
cause  of  the  hurry  the  city  was  in 
on  account  of  a  fire  in  Conihill, 
which  had  happened  the  night  be* 
fore :  he  therefore  went  again  the 
following  morning  ;  and  when  he 
came  back,  being  asked  by  Mr. 
Hill  for  the  paper  on  which  he  had 
taken  down  the  numbers,  &c.  he 
said  he  had  left  it  with  the  clerks  of 
the  bank,  who  were  to  stop  the 
notes,  but  that  he  had  taken  an  ex- 
act copy  of  it :  This  was  false,  for 
he  had  reserved  Mr.  Hill's  copy, 
and  left  another  at  the  bank,  in 
which  he  had  so  craftily  altered  the 
numbers  and  dates  of  the  three  notes 
he  received  at  Sir  iiichard  Hoare's, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  pounds, 
as  to  prevent  their  being  stopped 
and  Mr.  Hill  remembering  the  dif- 
ference. Thus  he  opened  a  way  for 
getting  four  hundred  pounds  into  his 
hands  without  obstruction.  But 
when  it  appeared  that  three  of  the 
notes  had  been  faUely  described, 
there  haviofi;  been  none  such  given 
out  by  the  bank,  and  Chandler  was 
questioned  by  his  master  about  it, 
and  ordered  to  bring  back  the  ori- 
ginal paper,  he  made  a  pretence  of 
going  to  the  bank,  and  then  brought  t 
back  word  that  the  clerks  could  not 
find  it,  and  had  said  they  never  kept 
such  papers  after  they  bad  made  an 
entry. 

On  the  26th  he  inserted  a  list  of 
his  notes,  being  fifteen  in  all,  with 
their  dates  and  numbers,  in  the  daily, 
papers,  ofieriiig  a  reward  of  Miy 
pounds  for  the  recovery  of  the 
whole,  or  in  proportion  for  any 
part ;  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day  withdrew  his  advertise- 
ment in  all  the  daily  papers,  and 
took  his  own  written  copy  away  at 
each  place.  And  on  the  29th  of 
March,  1748,  he  put  the  notice  of 
the  robbery  and  the  description  of 
the  robbers  in  the  London  Gazette, 
as  the  law  directs^  except  that  he 
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did  not  particularize  the  notes,  as  he 
had  done  in  other  papers. 

'  On  the  12th  of  May  following 
he  made  the  proper  information  bo- 
fore  a  justice  of  the  peace;  but 
though  Mr.  Hill,  his  master,  was 
with  him,  and  had  undertaken  to 
manage  the  cause  for  him,  jct  he 
made  the  same  omission  in  bis  infor- 
mation as  in  his  adTcrtisement  in  the 
London  Gazette. 

All  things  being  prepared,  on  the 
18th  of  July,  1748,  Chandler's 
cause  came  on  at  Abingdon,  before 
a  special  jury  ;  and,  after  a  hearing 
of  twel?e  hours,  the  jury  retired  for 
four  more,  and  then  gave  the  pro- 
secutor a  verdict  for  nine  hundred 
and  seventy  pounds,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  a  case  reserved  for  the  opi. 
Dion  of  the  Court  of  Common  Picas, 
concerning  the  sufficiency  of  the  de- 
scription of  the  bank-notes  in  the 
London  Gazette  and  the  informa- 
tion. 

In  the  mean  time  Chandler,  fear- 
log  that  by  what  came  out  upon  the 
trial  he  should  soon  be  suspected, 
and  that  he  might  be  arrested  by  Mr. 
Winter  (who  had  now  discovered 
that  his  mortgage  was  insufficient), 
obtained  a  protection  from  Lord 
Willoughby  de  Broke,  and  gave  out 
that  he  was  removed  into  Suffolk  to 
reside,  as  he  had  bcfure  pretended, 
with  his  rich  uncle;  but  in  reality 
be  retired  to  Colchester,  where  his 
brother-in-law,  Humphry  Smurt, 
had  taken  an  inn,  with  whom  he 
entered  into  copartnership,  and 
never  came  publicly  to  London  af- 
terwards. He  was,  however^  obliged 
to  correspond  with  his  master,  on 
account  of- the  point  of  law  which 
was  soon  to  be  argued ;  and,  there- 
fore, to  come  at  his  letters  without 
discovering  his  place  of  abode,  he 
ordered  them  to  be  directed  ^To 
Mr.  Thomas  Chandler,  at  Easton, 
in  Suffolk,  to  be  left  for  him  at  the 
Crown  at  Audlcy,  near  Colchester.' 


Mr.  Hill  haTing  written  several 
letters  to  Mr.  Chandler,  pressing 
him  to  come  to  tqwn  (as  the  Term 
grew  near),  and  be  evading  it  by 
trifling  excuses,  the  former  began  to 
suspect  him,  even  before  tbe  point 
of  law  was  determined. 

Just  before  this  period  twelve  of 
the  notes  of  which  Mr.  Chandler 
pretended  to  have  been  robbed  were 
all  brought  to  the  bank  together, 
having  been  bought,  October  31, 
1748,  at  Amsterdam,  of  one  John 
,Smith,by  Barnard  Solomon,a broker 
there;  and  by  him  transmitted  to 
his  son,  Nathan  Solomon,  a  broker 
at  London.  Upon  further  inquiry 
it  appeared  that  John  Smith,  who 
sold  the  notes,  stayed  but  a  few  days 
in  Holland ;  that  he  was  seen  iu 
company  with  Mr.  Casson,  a  Hoi. 
land  trader,  and  came  over  in  the 
packet  with  him.  Mr.  Cass^n  was 
then  found,  and  his  description  of 
John  Smith  answered  to  the  person  of 
Chandler,  who  was  then  pressed  by 
letter  to  come  to  town  and  face 
Casson,  to  remove  suspicion ;  but  be 
refused. 

In  the  interim  the  point  of  law 
was  solemnly  argued  before  the 
judges  of  the  Common  Pleas,  when 
their  determination  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing efl'ect: — *That,  as  Chandler 
had  not  inserted  the  numbers  of  bis 
notes  in  the  Gazette,  nor  sworn  Xo 
them  when  he  made  oath  before  the 
justice,  the  verdict  must  be  set  aside 
and  the  plaintiff  nonsuited,  without 
the  advantage  of  a  new  trial. 

And  now  the  scene  began  to  open 
apace ;  for  about  this  time  the  very 
paper  which  Chandler  left  when  he 
stopped  payment  of  the  notes  at  tbe 
Bank  was  found ;  which,  when 
Mr.  Hill  saw,  and  that  it  was  not 
hii  writing,  he  quite  gave  up  his 
clerk,  and  from  that  time  assisted 
in  the  prosecution.  }^y  meaos  of 
the  bank-books  they  traced  everj 
circumstance  that  has  been  related, 


KiVAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.        141 


of  kit  taking  out  (he  four  hundred 
pound  note,  afterwards  changing  it 
It  Sir  Richard  Hoare's  for  three 
Inter  noten,  his  passing-these  notes 
Slid  by  whom  receircd,  and  even 
his  buying  the  tankard  of  Tufley ; 
which  tankard  was  afterwards  pro. 
diced  in  efidcnce  against  him.  All 
that  now  remained  was  to  come  at 
bis  person ;  and  with  this  ?iew  Mr. 
Wise,  Mr.  Uill,  and  Mr.  Casson, 
about  Midsummer,  1749,  set  out 
for  Colchester ;  from  thence  went  to 
tlie  Crown,  at  Audley ;  and  there, 
inquiring  for  Easton,  were  directed 
first  to  one  place,  and  then  to  an- 
other,  of  that  name ;  and,  after  a 
fruitless  journey  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  they  returned  to  the 
Tcrj  inn  then  kept  by  Chandler  at 
Colchester, and  departed  for  London 
without  gaining  any  Intelligence. 

Chandler,  who  himself  saw  them 
at  his  house,  immediately  left  Col- 
chester, and  took  a  small  inn  at 
Cofeotry,  where,  though  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  from  the  former 
town,  and  nearly  ninety  miles  from 
London,  he  was  still  apprehensife 
of  being  arrested  by  Mr.  Winter  ; 
aod  therefore  he  sent  a  draft  to 
Mr.  Ganntletj  a  linen-draper  of  his 


acquaintance,  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Hill, 
and  by  him  to  Mr.  Winter.  This 
draft  he  procured  at  Northampton, 
and  there  put  it  into  the  post.  By 
the  post-mark  of  this  letter  he  was 
at  length  traced  to  his  new  habita- 
tion at  CoTcntry,  where,  an  indict* 
ment  for  perjury  haring  been  found 
against  him,  he  was  apprehended  by 
a  judge's  warrant,  and  detained  in 
gaol  there,  till  by  a  habeas  corpus 
he  was  remo?ed  in  order  to  take 
his  trial  at  Abingdon  assizes  on  the 
22d  of  July,  1750.  But  though 
the  prosecutors  were  ready  with 
their  witnesses,  at  a  ?ast  expense, 
yet  he  tra?ersed  the  indictment, 
(as  by  law  he  might,)  and  put 
off  his  trial  to  the  Lent  assizes 
held  at  Reading ;  where  the  facts 
already  related  being  proved,  he 
was  sentenced  to  stand  on  the  pi!, 
lory  the  then  next  market  day,  and 
to  be  transported  for  se?en  years. 
But  the  former  part  of  the  sentence 
was  changed  by  the  judge  into  three 
months'  imprisonment,  for  fear  the 
populace,  who  were  greatly  en. 
raged,  «(hould  kill  him. 

Chandler's  sentence  was  g\ren  on 
the  16th  6f  July,  1761. • 


PAUL  TIERNEY, 

KZECUTED  FOR  IMGH  TREASON. 


For  some  few  years  after  the 
sappression  of  the  second  Scottish 
rebellion  a  secret  trade  of  trea. 
ckery  was,  by  many  disaffected 
▼illains,  carried  on  by  enlisting  men 
for  the  army  of  the  French  king. 

We  have  already  adduced  in. 
ftaaces  of  the  detection  of  this  Tile 
species  of  treason ;  and,  though  it 
was  well  known  that  death  would 
loon  follow  confiction,  yet  still  we 


find  men  hardy  enough  to  risk  the 
consequences. 

Paul  Tierney  was  of  this  descrip- 
tion. He,  like  Thomas  Reynolds, 
had  succeeded  too  well ;  for  he 
deluded  seferal  soldiers  from  their 
duty  to  their  country,  and  secretly 
conToyed  them  to  France. 

At  one  time,  on  false  pretences, 
he  inveigled  eight,  by  keeping  them 
in   a    state   of    intoxication.      At 


•  Thif  prosecotion  produced  two  acts  of  ptriiaraent;  one  for  reinedjing  iocoaTeni- 
«ncci  that  may  happen  by  proceedings  in  actions  on  the  Statute  of  Hue  and  Cry,  and 
4e  other  to  render  prosecalions  for  perjury  and  subornation  of  perjury  more  easy  and 
cftctoal. 
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Calftii  he  threir  off  tho  maik,  gave 
them  a  li? re  each,  aod  declared  thej 
irere  then  soldier!  to  the  King  of 
France.  The  poor  fellows,  now 
sobered  by  their  Tojage,  were  so 
indignant  at  this  duplicity  and  trea- 
chery, that  with  one  accord  they 
fell  QpMl  him,  and  in  an  instant 
would  km  beaten  him  to  death,  if 
the  captain  of  the  French  gnard 
iMd  not  rescued  him. 

They  were  now  bound  with 
ropes,  carried  to  Dunkirk,  and 
there  thrown  into  a  loathsome 
dongeon,  where  they  long  suffered 
on  bread  and  water* 


One  of  them  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  escape,  aod,  procaring 
sailors'  clothes,  got  Imck  to  Eng« 
land.  At  this  time  Tiemejf  was  a 
prisoner  in  Maidstone  gaol,  which 
circumstance  coming  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  much-injared  man,  he 
went  thither  and  charged  hhn  with 
the  crime. 

On  the  trial  it  was  proTed  that 
Tierney  received  three  pounds  each 
for  the  recruits,  which  was  paid  him 
in  the  presence  of  the  prosecutor. 

He  was  conficted,  aod  hanged 
upon  Pennington  Heathy  near  Maid- 
stone,  August  30,  1761. 


JAMES  WELCH  AND  THOMAS  JONES, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDER. 


We  now  come  to  execute  the 
painful,  although,  in  one  respect, 
pleasing  task,  already  promised,  of 
pro? ing  the  innocence  of  that  most 
unhappy  man,  Richard  Coleman, 
nrho,  our  readers  will  recollect,  suf- 
fered death  for  his  supposed  share  in 
themurderof  Sarah  Green.  Refer- 
ring to  our  comments  on  his  melan- 
choly case,  and  to  the  different  cau- 
tions we  have  given  to  prosecutors 
as  to  swearing  to  the  identity  of  a 
fel]ow-creature,with  the  great  care 
which  jurymen  should  use  in  giving 
credit  to  evidence  of  such  a  nature, 
we  proceed  to  relate  the  real  circum. 
stances  attending  that  brutal  act. 

Two  years  had  passed  after  Cole, 
man  had  been  ignominiously  laid  in 
his  grave  before  his  memory  was 
rescued  from  disgrace.  Circum- 
stances  then  arose  which  proved  that 
James  Welch,  Thomas  Jones,  and 
John  Nichols  (the  latter  of  whom 
was  admitted  as  evidence  for  the 
crown),  were  the  parties  who  ac- 
tually treated  Sarah  Green  in  that 
infamous  manner  which  occasioned 
her  death ;  and  the  discovery,  with- 


out a  search  (so  ioseniCable  are  the 
ways  of  Providence),  waa  thus  ef- 
fected :— 

Welch,  one  of  the  murderers,  and 
a  young  fellow  named  James  Bush, 
being  walking  on  the  road  to  New* 
ington  Butts,  their  conversation  hap- 
pened to  turn  on  the  subject  of  those 
who  had  been  executed  without 
being  guilty  ;  and  Welch  said, 
^  Among  whom  was  Colemao.  Ni- 
chols, Jones,  and  I,  were  the  per- 
sons who  committed  the  murder  for 
which  he  was  hanged.'  In  the  course 
of  conversation  Welch  owned  that, 
having  been  at  a  public  house  called 
Sots'  Hole,**^  they  hod  drank  plenti- 
fully, and  on  their  return  through 
Kennington  Lane  had  met  with  a 
woman,  with  whom  they  went  as  fur 
as  the  Parsonage  Walk«  near  the 
churchyard  of  Newington,  where 
she  was  so  horribly  abused  by 
Nichols  and  Jones  that  Welch  de> 
dined  offering  her  any  farther  in- 
sult. 

Bush  did  not  at  that  time  appear 
to  pay  any  particular  attention  to 
what  he  heard  ;  but  soon  afterwards^ 


*  We  cannot,  in  this  narrative,  avoid  remarking  on  a  publican  adopting  this  naaitfor 
his  Kene  of  drunkennass. 
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at  he  was  crossing  r^ondon  Bridge 
with  his  father,  he  addressed  him  as 
follows :  '  Father,  I  hare  been  ex. 
trenely  ill ;  and,  as  I  am  afraid  I 
shall  not  life  long,  I  should  be  glad 
to  disco? er  something  that  lies  hea- 
vily on  my  mind. 

Hereupon  they  went  to  a  public 
house  in  the  Borough,  where  Bush 
related  his  story  to  his  falher,  which 
was  scarcely  ended  when,  seeing 
Jones  at  the  window,  they  called  him 
in,  and  desired  him  to  drink  with 
them. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  company 
when  they  told  him  they  heard  he 
was  one  of  the  murderers  of  Sarah 
Green,  on  whose  account  Coleman 
had  snflered  death.  Jones  trembled 
and  tnmed  pale  on  hearing  what 
they  said  ;  bat,  soon  assuming  a  de- 
gree  of  courage,  said,  *  What  does  it 
signify?  The  man  is  hanged,  and 
the  woman  dead,  and  nobody  can 
hurt  ns.'  To  which  he  added,  <  We 
were  connected  with  a  woman,  but 
who  can  tell  that  was  the  woman 
Cotenian  died  for?' 

In  coDseqoence  of  this  acknow. 
ledgment,  Nichols,  Jones,  and 
Welch,  were  soon  afterwards  ap- 
prehended ;  when  all  of  them  steadi- 
ly denied  their  guilt;  and  the  hear- 
lay  testimony  of  Bush  being  all  that 
could  be  adduced  against  them, 
Nichols  was  admitted  evidence  for 
the  crown ;  in  consequence  of  which 
all  the  particulars  of  the  horrid  mar- 
<ler  were  developed. 

The  prisoners  being  brought  to 
hrial  at  the  next  assizes  for  the  county 
of  Surrey,  Nichols  deposed  that  he, 
with  Welch  and  Jones,  ha? ing  been 
drinking  at  the  house  called  Sots' 
Hpleon  the  night  that  the  woman  was 
Qsed  in  such  an  inhuman  manner, 
they  quitted  that  house  in  order  to 
return  home,  when,  meeting  with  a 
Woman,  they  asked  her  if  she  would 
drink;  which  she  declined,  unless 
<hey  would  go  to  the  King's  Head, 


where  she  would  treat  them  with  a 
pot  of  beer. 

Hereupon  they  went,  and  drank 
both  beer  and  geneva  with  her ;  and 
then  all  the  parties  going  forward  to 
the  Parsonage  Walk, the  poor  woman 
was  treated  in  a  manner  too  shock- 
ing to  be  described.  It  appeared 
that,  at  the  time  of  the  perpetration, 
of  the  fact,  the  murderers  wore 
white  aprons ;  and  that  Jones  and 
Welch  called  Nichols  by  the  name 
of  Coleman  ;  circumstances  that  evi- 
dently led  to  the  prior  conviction  of 
that  unfortunate  man. 

On  the  whole  state  of  the  evi- 
dence there  seemed  to  be  no  doubt 
of  the  guilt  of  the  prisoners,  so  that 
the  jury  did  not  hesitate  to  convict 
them,  and  sentence  of  death  passed 
of  course. 

After  conviction  these  malefactors 
behaved  with  the  utmost  contrition, 
being  attended  by  the  Rev.  Dr« 
Howard,  rector  of  St.  George's, 
Southwark,  to  whom  they  readily 
confessed  their  offences.  They  like- 
wise sisncd  a  declaration,  which 
they  begged  might  be  published,  con. 
taining  the  fullest  assertion  of  Cole- 
roan's  innocence  ;  and,  exclusive  of 
this  acknowledgment,  Welch  wrote 
to  the  brother  of  Coleman,  confess- 
ing his  guilt,  and  begging  his  prayers 
and  forgiveness. 

The  sister  of  Jortes  living  in  the 
service  of  a  gontecV  family  at  Rich- 
mond, he  wrote  to  her  to  make  in- 
terest in  his  favour  ;  but  the  answer 
he  received  was,  that  his  crime  was 
of  such  a  nature  that  she  could  not 
ask  a  favour  for  him  with  any  degree 
of  propriety.  She  earnestly  begged 
of  him  to  prepare  for  death,  and  im- 
plore pardon  at  that  tribunal  where 
alone  it  could  be  expected. 

Welch  and  Jones  underwent  the 
sentence  of  the  law  at  Kennington 
Common,  on  the  6th  of  September, 
1751. 

Our  readers  will  not  fail  to  ob* 
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serf  e,  from  the  preceding  melancholy 
narratiTc,  thai  the  hand  of  Justice, 
howcTer  slow,  is  sure ;  and  will  cer- 
tainlj,  sooner  or  later,  o? ertake  the 
guilty.     Uappj,  thrice  happy,  may 


they  esteem  themseWes,  howefcr 
great  their  suflferings  in  this  life,  who 
can  die  with  a  calm  conscience,  in 
the  hope  of  eternal  mercy. 


MATHIAS  KEYS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HIGHWAY  ROBBERY. 


This  man  was  the  son  of  an  inn. 
holder  of  good  repute  at  Billericay, 
in  Essex,  who  placed  him  apprcn- 
tice  to  a  vintner,  and,  when  his  time 
had  expired,  (which,  however,  was 
not  passed  without  censure,)  placed 
him  in  a  respectable  inn  at  Bristol. 

The  house  had  long  been  well  fre- 
quented;  but  Keys,  presuming  upon 
being  a  ^mother's  darling,'  was  more 
addicted  to  horse-racing,  cocking, 
and  gaming,  than  attending  to  his 
guests.  It  is,  therefore,  little  to  be 
wondered  at  that  such  men  become 
bankrupts ;  and  so  with  him  a  failure 
soon  happened. 

He  fled  from  his  creditors,  taking 
with  him  CTery  portable  valuable  ho 

Possessed,  and  came  to  London, 
'here,  among  other  profligate  young 
fellows,  ho  liecame  intimate  with  one 
William  Russel,  then  an  articled 
clerk  to  an  attorney  of  good  prac« 
tice  in  Air  Street,  Piccadilly.  In 
company  with  this  reprobate  he 
committed  divers  highway  robberies; 
but  the  career  of  Russel  was  very 
short,  for  he  was  hanged  ere  he  had 
attained  manhood. 

In  the  month  of  August,  1747, 
Keys  was  apprehended  for  a  high. 
way  robbery;  and  was  tried,  and 
condemned  tq  death,  at  Chelmsford ; 
but,  from  no  other  crimes  being  then 
alleged  against  him,  though  he  had 
committed  many,  his  sentence  was 
remitted,  on  condition  of  transport- 
ing himself  for  life. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1747, 
he  entered  on  board  a  man  of  war, 
on  the  point  of  sailing  to  the  East 
Indies,  under  Admiral   Boscawen, 


and  performed  his  duty  with  much 
bravery  at  the  siege  of  Pondicherry, 
where  he  lost  an  eye.  With  his  ship 
he  returned  to  England,  and  imme- 
diately again  commenced  highway- 
man. 

Having  committed  a  daring  rob- 
bery on  two  gentlemen  in  a  post- 
chaise  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  who 
had  pistols  with  them,  bat  were 
taken  with  too  much  surprise  to  be 
able  to  use  them,  no  sooner  had  he 
rode  off  with  his  booty,  than^  with 
the  assistance  of  the  postboy,  they 
quickly  unyoked  the  horses^  and 
galloped  after  him. 

Unapprehensive  of  pnrsttit,  he 
was  riding  at  a  moderate  jpmobf  wait- 
ing to  levy  his  contribntiooi  on  the 
next  traveller.  They  seised  Uoi,  in 
their  turn,  before  he  could  make  re- 
sistance ;  brought  him  to  London ; 
and  prosecuted  and  convicted  hiro, 
having  found  the  money  upon  hira  of 
which  but  a  few  minutes  before  he 
had  robbed  them. 

Mathias  Keys  suffered  at  Kenning- 
ton  Common,  September  6, 1751. 

'  When  doting  mothers  trmin  op  booby  heirsy 
Where  is  the  crucltj  can  vie  with  tbein? 
Too  pert  Tor  home,  too  finical  for  tchool. 
Ripe  for  bis  fate,  out  comet  the  finished 

fool. 
Headlong,  where  ev*ry   passion  leads,  be 

rons. 
To  wine,  to  women,  races,  dice,  and  doiii : 
Then  for  the  road  he's  rooooted  in  a  trice. 
And  at  the  gallows  expiates  ev'ry  Tice.' 

On  the  same  gallows  with  Keys 
the  two  last-mentioned  criminals  suf- 
fered ;  also  Henry  Briant,  for  rob- 
bing Mr.  William  Bates  in  Chelsea 
Fields. 
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BrUnt«ai an  IrUhman,  Bill), like 
Keys,  had  been  a  lailur  in  hU  ma- 
jciiy'i  wr*ic«  ;  in  which  cajMulj 
be  had  been  to  forlunale  as  lo  rc- 
ceiie  fife  hundred  and  Eixly  pountU 
priie.tnotiry.  Wtih  lhi<  *umhe  took 
a  publichvutcin  Sliorcilircli ;  wbit^h 
Tar  tome  time  he  aicctiilcd  fo  v'tth 
credit  and  prulil.  Hut,  cugcr  tu  ac< 
mnnlale  muticy  »lill  Tislcr,  he  ail. 
■tilled  tbicTCi  of  every  de'Cfijitiuit 


into  his  bauic  ;  and  at  longtli  lje. 
t'anic  Ihc  bead  at  a  daring  gaiiR,whu 
ujmmillcd  rul>t>cncs  of  every  dr. 
bcriplion.  His  character  now  bc- 
cuniing  notgriuus,  he  found  it  nccM- 
lary  tugivc  up  his  lituaiion  at  pub- 
lican, ami  wa«  no  Icsi  than  twenty- 
(even  liinci  apprehend tid,  and  inia 
prUuni-d  in  (he  diflerent  gaols  of  the 
mvlrripolii,  before  justice  ofertook 


CAPTAIN  PETEH  DE  LA  FONTAINE, 

CONVICTEU  oe  FOIIGERY. 


TiiK    following  short  ikcfch  of 
llui  mrlful    and    daring    forci^^ncr 
g^wauld  furnifh  incident  for  a  norel 
'<t  a  romance. 

De  la  Fontaine    wus    born    of 
iBbleparcnIain 
'nttilary  education,  and  icrted  ai 
ihe  ti<rge  of  Phillipiburghj  unilcr 
iheDukc  of  Ucrwick. 

mpaign  bring  ended,  ha 


It  to  Parik,  where  a 

iiiriti-d  him  to  spend  ti 

Wii  country  (cat,  when  hu  fell  iit 

lo>e  with  hi»  daughter,  who  wi*licd 

(o  marry  him  ;  but  the  father  inter. 

posing,  she  eloped  with  her  lorer, 

and  they  lived  a  i-onsidcrabte  time, 

inarrii'd  people,  at  Ruuen, 

On    ihfir   return    to    Paiii    Iha 

lung  lady  lodged  in  a  conrent; 


^    - 


\ 
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but  De  ia  Fontaine  appearing  in 
public,  some  officers  of  justice,  see- 
ing him  in  a  coffee.house,  told  him 
thej  had  the  king's  warrant  for  ap. 
prehending  him :  on  which  he 
wounded  two  of  them  with  his 
sword ;  notwithstanding  which  he 
was  seised,  and  lodged  in  prison. 

On  this  he  wrote  to  the  young 
ladj)  telling  her  he  was  obliged  to 
go  into  the  country  on  urgent  busi. 
ness,  but  would  soon  return  ;  and, 
hafing  made  an  interest  with  the 
daughter  of  the  keeper  of  the  prison, 
she  let  him  out  occasionally,  to  visit 
his  mistress. 

Being  brought  to  trial  for  run. 
ningaway  with  an  heiress,  he  would 
ha? e  been  capitally  conTicted,agree. 
able  to  the  laws  of  France,  bat  that 
the  yoong  lady  Toluntarily  swore 
that  she  went  off  with  him  by  her 
own  consent.  Soon  after  his  ac- 
qnittal  she  was  seized  with  the  pains 
of  labour,  and  died  in  child-bed. 

After  this  De  la  Fontaiife  went 
again  into  the  army,  and  behayed 
so  bra? ely  at  the  battle  near  Kalie, 
that  the  Duke  of  Berwick  rewarded 
his  courage  with  the  commission  of 
lieutenant  of  grenadiers. 

A  yonng  lady  of  Stratzburgh, 
who  had  fallen  in  loTe  with  De  la 
Fontaine,  at  Paris,before  his  former 
connexion,  now  obtained  a  pass 
from  the  Marshal  de  Belleisle,  and, 
being  introduced  to  the  Duke  of 
Berwick,  told  him  she  wished  to 
see  De  la  Fontaine;  and  the  duke, 
judging  of  the  cause,  ordered  her  to 
be  conducted  to  him. 

On  (he  following  day  she  went 
to  the  duke,  dressed  in  men's 
clothes,  and,  begging  to  enter  as  a 
Tolonteer  in  the  same  regiment  with 
De  la  Fontaine,  she  was  indulged 
for  the  norelty  of  the  humour.  She 
went  through  the  regular  duties  of 
a  soldier,  and  reposed  in  the  same 
tent  with  her  paramour;  but,  in 
i\k%  winter  following  the  eampaign, 


she  died  of  the  small-pox,  leaving  a 
part  of  her  fortune  to  her  lover. 

The  Duke  of  Berwick  being 
killed  at  the  siege  of  Phillipsbnrgh, 
Dc  la  Fontaine  made  the  tour  of 
Europe ;  but,  returning  to  Paris, 
he  fought  a  duel  with  an  officer, 
who  being  dangerously  wounded, 
our  hero  repaired  to  Brest,  and  em. 
barked  as  lieutenant  of  marines  on 
board  a  fessel  bound  for  Martinico. 

The  ship,  being  taken  by  a 
Turkish  corsair,  was  carried  into 
Constantinople,  where  De  la  Fon- 
taine was  confined  in  a  dungeon, 
and  had  only  bread  and  water  for 
his  sustenance.  While  in  this  titaa- 
tlon  he  was  visited  by  another  pri- 
soner,  who  had  more  liberty  than 
himself,  and  who  adf ised  him,  as 
the  French  consul  was  then  absent, 
to  apply  to  a  Scotch  nobleman  then 
in  the  city,  who  was  distinguished 
for  his  humane  and  generous  feel- 
ings. 

De  la  Fontaine,  having  procarcd 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  with  a  tinder- 
box  to  strike  a  light  (all  by  the 
friendship  of  his  fellow- prisoner), 
sent  a  letter  to  the  nobleman,  who 
had  no  sooner  read  it  than  he  hur- 
ried to  the  cells,  to  ? bit  the  unfor- 
tunate prisoner. 

Having  promised  his  interest  to 
procure  his  enlargement,  he  went 
to  the  grand  fizier,  and  pleaded 
his  cause  so  effectually,  that  De  4a 
Fontaine  was  released,  and  went 
immediately  to  thank  the  vizier, 
who  wished  hira  happy,  and  pre- 
sented him  with  a  sum  of  money. 

Hence  our  adventurer  sailed  to 
Amsterdam,  where,  having  a  cri- 
minal  connexion  with  a  lady,  who 
became  pregnant,  he  embarked  for 
the  Dntch  settlement  of  Cnra^oa ; 
but,  finding  the  place  unhealthy,  he 
obtained  the  governor's  pemisiion 
to  go  to  Surinam,  and  ooniinued 
above  five  years  on  that  island. 

While  in  this  place  the  governor 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN  i  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.      147 


ia? ited  him  to  a  ball,  mhtre  one  of 
ike  company  was  a  widow  lady  of 
rank,  of  whom  he  determined,  if 
possible,  to  make  a  conquett ;  nor 
did  he  long  fail  of  an  opportunity, 
for,  dioiog  with  -her  at  the  gover. 
■or's  house,  they  soon  became  very 
intiniateiy  acquainted. 

The  consequence  of  their  sociabi- 
lity was  a  residence  as  husband  and 
wife ;  and  four  children  were  the 
fniits  <^  the  connexion,  three  of 
whom  died ;  bat  the  other,  a  boy, 
was  educated  by  the  goTemor  of 
the  island. 

Other  officers  haTtng  addressed 
the  aamc  lady,  De  la  Fontaine  was 
•ecauionally  in? oWed  in  difficulties 
OD  her  account. 

One  of  these  officers  ha? ing  tra* 
daeed  him  in  his  absence,  our  hero, 
(M  meeting  him,  bid  him  draw  his 
swdd ;  bat  the  other  refused,  on 
wlrich  De  la  Fontaine  struck  him 
with  IKs  cane,  and  cut  off  one  of 
Ui  ears. 

On  this  onr  adrentarer  was 
niwd,  and  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
kit  aeqaitted ;  and  the  officer  de. 
gHMled,  on  account  of  ihe  proroca- 
tlm  he  had  giren ;  and  from  this 
tfne  De  la  Fontaine  was  treated 
with  nnnsual  marks  of  ci? ility. 

■e  still  lired  on  the  best  terms 
with  the  lady,  and  their  affection 
appeared  to  be  reciprocal. 

The  gorern or  bestowed  on  him  a 
considerable  tract  of  land,  which  he 
eritirmtfd  to  great  advantage  ;  but 
the  malice  -  of  his  enemies  was  so 
feitless,  that  they  prevailed  on  one 
of  hia  negro  servants  to  miiL  a  dose 
ef  poison  in  his  food. 

Unsuspicioos  of  any  villainy,  he 
flwailowed  the  poison,  the  conse- 
faenee  of  which  was,  that  he  lan- 
gablMd  sereral  months:  and  the 
Uj,  affected  by  his  situation,  gare 
wwj  to  melancholy,  which  brought 
m  a  coniinDption,  thai  dopriTrf 
hardrMfe. 


After  her  death  De  la  Fontaine 
obtained  the  governor's  permission 
to  return  to  Europe,  and  lived  for 
some  time  in  a  splendid  manner  at 
Amsterdam  ;  but  at  length  deter- 
mined to  embark  for  England. 

Having  arrived  in  London,  he 
took  elegant  lodgings,  lived  in  the 
style  of  a  gentleman,  and  made  se- 
veral gay  connexions. 

Among  his  acquaintance  was 
Zannier,  a  Venetian,  who  had  been 
obliged  to  quit  his  own  country  on 
account  of  his  irregularities.  This 
man  possessed  such  an  artful  ad- 
dress, that  De  la  Fontaine  made  him 
at  all  times  welcome  to  his  table^ 
and  admitted  him  to  a  considerable 
share  of  his  confidence, 

Zannier  soon  improved  this  ad* 
rantage ;  for,  contriving  a  scheme 
with  an  attorney  and  bailiff,  he  pre- 
tended to  have  been  arrested  for 
three  hundred  pounds,  and  pre- 
vailed on  his  new  friend  to  bail  him, 
on  the  assurance  that  he  had  a  good 
estate  In  Ireland,  and  would  pay 
the  money  t>efore  the  return  of  the 
writ ;  but,  when  the  term  arrired^ 
our  hero  was  compelled  to  discharge 
the  debt,  as  Zannier  did  not  ap« 
pear. 

Hitherto  De  la  Fontaine  had 
been  in  London  without  making 
any  connexion  with  the  ladies ;  but^ 
there  being  a  procession  of  free- 
masons at  that  time,  he  dressed  him- 
self in  the  most  superb  taste,  and, 
his  chariot  being  the  most  elegant 
of  any  in  the  procession,  he  was 
particularly  noticed  by  the  spec- 
tators. 

Among  the  rest,  the  daughter  of 
an  aldermad  had  her  curiosity  so 
much  excited,  that  she  caused  in- 
quiry to  be  made  who  he  was ;  and 
on  the  following  day  sent  him  a 
letter,  intimating  that  she  should 
be  at  a  bail  at  Richmond,  where  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  daoc* 
ing  wllh  her. 
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Our  beroilidDotheiitateloconi. 
{ily ;  anil,  when  the  ball  wai  endod, 
lie  rccejied  an  inTilatiaii  to  dine 
wilh  the  yoooglady  on  the  follow. 
ing  (taj,  at  her  fatfaor's  houac.  He 
attended  accurdingly  ;  but  the 
rather,  having  learnt  hU  character, 
insisted  that  he  shoulil  decline  hU 
viiiti,  which  put  an  end  (o  all  hii 
hopes  from  that  quarter. 

The  circumstances  of  out  hero 
beuig  greatly  reduced,  he  resolved, 
if  possible,  to  repair  theoi  by  mar. 
rio^c,  and  wai  soon  afterwards 
wedded  to  a  widow  of  consider.ible 
fortune;  but  his  t»tc  for  cxlraia- 
gtinc«  rendered  thi«  fortune  unequal 
to  his  iuppOTi ;  nor  was  hii  conduct 
to  hit  wife  by  any  means  generous. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  he  was  at 
the  lurd  mayor't  bait,  where  lie 
made  an  acquaintance  wilh  the  wife 
of  a  triideimau,  which  ended  in  a 
criminal  connexion. 

The  parlies  frequently  met  at 
tnrerns  and  bagnios ;  and  De  U 
Fontaine  ha?iDg  written  to  the 
lady,  appointing  her  to  meet  him  at 
a  tavern,  (he  letter  fell  into  the 
hands  of  her  husband,  who  cam- 
muuicaled  the  content!  lu  her  bro- 
ther, and  (he  letter  was  scaled  up, 
and  delivered  according  to  its  ad- 
dress. 

The  brolhert  agteed  to  go  to  the 
taTcrn,  where  they  told  the  waiter 
to  show  any  lady  to  (hem  who 
might  inqaire  for  De  la  Funiainc. 

In  a  short  time  the  lady  came, 
and  was  astonished  to  be  intra, 
duced  to  her  brother  and  husband  : 
but  the  latter  was  so  affected,  that 
be  promised  a  full  remission  of  all 
(hat  was  passed,  on  her  promise  of 
future  fidelity.  These  generous 
terms  she  rejected  with  conlcmpt, 
and  immediately  lefl  the  room. 

DetaFontaine,  being  acquainted 
with  this  circumstance,  was  im- 
pTuted  with  a  sense  of  the  bus. 
banJ'i  gEnerout  behaTioar,  and  ad. 


tisod  the  lady  to  return  loherdal 
At  first  she  insnlled  him  fur  hit 
rice,  but  at  length  (hought  pro] 
(o  comply  wilh  it. 

Our  ht-ro  now  s, 
duct  in  an  unfuTorablc  light;  oS 
which  he  went  into  the  country 
with  hi)  wife  for  some  time,  (o 
aroid  his  old  associates,  and  then 
retnnied  to  Loniloii,  determined  (o 
abandon  his  former  course  of  life. 

Unfortunately,  huweter,  he  had 
not    lung    formed    this   rctululiODj 
when  Zannier  went  to  him,  beggii 
his  forgiveness  for  obliging  hi 
pay  the  debt.     De  U  Fontaine 
eaiily   complied    wilh    bis   reqvt 
and  once  more  considered  hi 

Zannier  and  De  la  Font) 
going  to  3  tavern 
man  whom  ihc  Isltsr  had  formerly 
known,  and  a  man  who  was  dressed 
in  black.  While  De  la  FonUJne 
wai  converging  wilh  the  woman, 
the  stranger  (who  afterwards  ap. 
pearcd  to  be  a  Fleet  parson)  read 
the  marriage-ceremony  from  a  book 
which  he  held  in  his  hand;  and  '  ' 
next  week  Ue  la  Fontaine 
prehended  on  a  charge  of  bigi 
and  committed  for  trial  at  the 
Bailey. 

The  villain  Zannier  visiting  bim 
in  Newgate,  De  la  Fontaine  was  so 
enraged  at  his  perfidy,  (bathe  beat 
him  through  the  press-yard  wilh  a 
broomstick  with  such  severity,  that 
thctnrnkey  was  obliged  to  inter- 
pose to  prerent  murder. 

In  revenge  of  this,  Zannier  swore 
that  De  la  Fontaine  had  been  guilty 
of  forgery,  in  imitating  (he  hand- 
writing of  B  gentleman  named  ' 
ry:  in  consequence  of  which 
Fontaine  was   brau)i;ht  to  bis 
and   capitally  convicted,  though 
gcnikman  swore  that    the  wi '  ' 
rL'Semblcd  lhatorZannier,and 
was  loo  much  reason  to  believed 
hit  hind  committed  the  f< 
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'  Itet  the  jurj  found  De  la  Fon. 
laiae  guilty ;  tho  Court  sentenced 
kirn  to  death,  and  the  day  was  ap- 
pointed for  his  execution.  Ho  was, 
kowcTer,  respited,  and  this  was 
from  time  to  time  continued,  dur- 
ing five  years,  when  he  was  par- 
doned on  condition  of  transporta- 
tion. 

In  September,  1762,  with  many 
other  conficts,  he  was  shipped  to 
the  English  colony  of  Virginia,  in 
America. 

The  villainy  of  Zannicr,  and  tho 
consequence  of  dissipation  in  the 
life  of  Dc  la  Fontaine,  are  the  cir- 
cnmstanccs  proper  for  remark  on 


this  occasion.  The  man  who,  like 
the  former,  could  abuse  the  confi. 
dence  of  a  trusting  friend,  is  un- 
worthy of  all  pity,  and  deserving 
only  of  general  detestation. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  for- 
gery could  not  hare  been  fixed  on 
Zannier,  in  which  case  he  would 
probably  hare  met  with  the  due  re- 
ward of  his  rillainy.  With  regard 
to  De  la  Fontaine,  we  see  that  a  life 
of  dissipation  ends  only  in  disgrace, 
if  not  in  absolute  destruction.  The 
fate  of  this  man  should  teach  ui 
(hat  (he  plain  path  of  rirtue  and  re- 
ligion can  alone  be  the  high  road  to 
happiness. 


SAMUEL  HILL, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDEK. 


This  malefactor  was  a  nn(ivo  of 
Buckeridge,  in  Staffordshire,  re. 
ceired  a  decent  education,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  shoemaker,  and 
served  his  time  wi(h  fidelity. 

At  the  cxpiradon  of  his  scrTitude 
he  came  to  London^  and  worked  as 
a  journeyman  till  he  had  sarcd  about 
ten  pounds:  and  this  instance  of  his 
industry  and  frugality  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  his  aunt,  who 
liTcd  nt  Hawkehurst,  in  Kent,  she 
bequeathed  him  fifty  pounds  by  her 
win. 

On  the  death  of  the  aunt  he 
reocired  the  money,  married,  and 
commenced  business  as  a  master  in 
JLent^  where  he  unfortunately  got 
connected  with  some  smugglers, 
who  dealt  with  him  for  shoes,  for 
which  they  paid  him  in  smuggled 
articlea. 

Thb  connexion  was  very  perni. 
cions  to  Hill ;  for  a  party  of  dra. 
gcKMis  attacking  the  smugglers,  and 
UUJ  taking  part  with  the  latter,  he 
was  desperately  wounded.  In  tho 
end  the  smugglers  were  fictori- 
oas;  but  Hill,  being  wotinded,  was 
obligofl  to  get  on  board  a  cutter^ 


which  carried  him  to  France,  where 
he  put  himself  under  the  care  of  a 
surgeon,  and  was  perfectly  cured. 

When  restored  to  health  he  re- 
turned to  England  with  a  quantity 
of  contraband  goods  ;  but  the  cus- 
tom-house officers  soon  afterwards 
attacked  him  aiul  another  smuggler, 
and  took  them  into  custody.  They 
continued  seven  months  in  prison; 
and  were  then  released  by  an  order 
from  the  Exchequer. 

Hill  and  hisassociates  now  bought 
a  quantity  of  prohibited  goods,  and 
proceeded  towards  London  to  sell 
them  ;  but,  being  attacked  by  seve- 
ral cuKtom.house  officers  on  the 
Deptford  road,  an  engagement  en-, 
sued,  in  which  one  of  the  officers 
was  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  the 
smugglers  got  off,  and  sold  their 
goods  in  London. 

Not  long  after  this  the  smug- 
glers paid  an  officer  a  sum  of  money 
to  connive  at  their  proceedings; 
instead  of  which  he  laid  an  In. 
formation  agaiust  them;  where- 
upon they  pulled  down  his  house, 
to  testify  their  revenge.  Thence 
they  went  to  Sandwich,  and  at. 
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tempkd  to  lunil  anmu  rungoodi; 
bpt  B  party  of  dragoont  attacking 
them,  oiie  of  the  sinug^lers  was 
killed  on  llii-  spot,  nil  uhkh  the 
rest  galloped  ud  with  tbu  utmost 
precipitsliun. 

Not  long  after  thit  afikir  the 
officers  made  an  nllack  on  the 
smuggtiTB  luar  Bromley,  when  one 
of  the  l.iilir  wu  woiuidcd,  and 
three  horsci  vctc  killed  bt'toti|{ing 
to  the  oppoiitc  parly.  The  snia^- 
ItlcTS  now  towed  revenge  againit 
ihr;  ciiiloin-himiL-  ulTicers,  one  of 
whom  they  seixed,  and,  conToyitig 
bim  to  the  Iioum  of  Hill,  treated 
him,  for  ten  iucccssire  day«,  with 
the  utmoBl  b.irbarity. 

At  length  llii-y  consulted  ithelhcr 
they  should  murder  the  unhappy 
man;  but,  some  of  Ihein  adrising 
that  he  should  be  cent  to  France, 
he  t*u  coiiTcyed  to  the  Ha-side, 
and  proposal!  made  to  take  him  on 
board  a  cutler:  but  the  master  of 
the  vessel,  ha>iiig  been  formerly 
punished  fur  recci'ing  a  person  on 
board  in  a  simitar  situation,  refused 
to  accept  him,  iinleSt  he  wuuld  de. 
dare  that  it  uas  his  free  will  tu  go; 
and  lhi>  drdnrAlinn  not  being  made, 
the  smug^tcrt  be«l  him  Boterely, 
«nd  then  prruiiiiod  him  lo  depart. 

Soon  alter  this  transaction  Hill 
grew  tired  ul  lii<  L-uunetiun  with 
the  smugglers,  Biid  retired  lo  the 
praclico  of  hit  nw  ri  business  ;  a  cir- 
curostnncc  that  etasperated  his  laic 
asiociatcs  to  such  a  digrec,  that 
they  robbed  hii  house  at  eS'ccls  to 
tt  cunsideiabic  amount,  and  a.  hun. 
dred  and  Ijfty  pounds  in  cath. 

Di.'tresied  by  Ihis  circumstance, 
and  DpprchensiTe  of  farther  conse- 
({■enccs,  liill  determined  not  lo 
remain  longer  in  the  country,  and 
therefore  wrote  a  letter  to  his  sit- 
ter in  London,  w  ho  took  a  house  for 
hrro,  whither  he  removed,  and  soon 
afterwards  buried  three  children, 
who  had  (lied  uf  the  small.pux. 


Htll  nenltou.itasmugglcr' 
was  confined  in  Newgale,  but 
I'ornied  a  doign  of  cfTrcting 
escaiif,  which  he  communicaled 
Hill,  and  otfered  him 
pounds  to  astiit  him  in  putting; 
into  i»ecution.  The  proposal  wi 
that  some  other  smuggli 
come  to  Nui'galc,  with 
wcaponi  hid  under  their  clothe*, 
and,  having  mxed  the  keepen, 
should  set  the  prisoners  at  liberty. 
Hill  endearorcd  tn  engage  the 
smutcBlers  to  take  a  part  in  this 
affiiir;  but  they  were  too 
to  embark  in  *o  haiardou 
dcrlaking. 

Hill,  hoHCicr,  was  daring  cnoi 
to  afford  assistance  to  the  prisont 
who  cffertcd  hii  escape,  bui 
not  generous  eiioujih  to  give  eren 
a  single  shilling  lo  hii  agent.  After 
this  Hill  WB«  promised  a  sum  of 
money  lo  assist  another  imuggler 
in  making  hit  esca(>e  from  New- 
gate; in  contei]uence  of  which  ho 
did  all  in  his  power  (o  forward  the 
plan,  but  ncfcr  obtained  the  leatt 
gratuity  for  his  trouble. 

Hill's  wife  dying  about  this  time, 
he  seemed  to  decline  all  larther 
thought  of  accjiuriiig  munry  in  a 
dishonest  way;  and,  boarding  in 
iho  huui^e  of  a  widow  woman  at 
Poplar,  obtained  his  living  by 
working  as  a  journeyman  at  his 
own  business :  but  at  kngih  hv  be- 
came in  debt  to  hi)  landlady,  who 
seized  a  new  suit  of  clothct  for 
hIibI  he  owed  her. 

£  IBS  pe  rated  by  ihiscircumslancr. 
Hill,  on  the  following  morning,  al- 
Icmpltd  to  wreit  llie  keys  of  thu 
house  from  the  woman's  bandi: 
but,  on  her  making  resistance,  he 
suited  a  rope  that  lay  by  him,  wilb 
which  he  strangled  ber  so  that  »ho 
expireil  immedialcly.  This  being 
iluiie,  he  robbed  the  house,  and  put 
the  stolen  effecti  on  board  a  boat, 
which  went  down  the  rirer:  bnl, 
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being  pursued,  he  was  soon  taken, 
and  carried  before  a  magistrate, 
who  c:oininitted  him  to  Newgate. 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the  next 
lestiont  at  the  Old  Bailey,  ho  was 
capital Ij  confided,  and  recoiv<!:d 
sentence  of  death;  after  which  ho 
submitted  with  the  utmost  patience 
to  hia  fate,  confessing  that  he  was 
highly  deserving  of  'he  ignominy 
that  hb  complicated  crimes  had 
brought  on  him. 

fle  was  banged  at  Tyburn  on  the 
33d  of  March,  1762,  after  caution. 
log  the  surrounding  multitude  to 
take  warning  by  his  fate. 


A  few  words  only  will  be  neccs. 
sary  by  way  of  remark  on  the  case 
and  fate  of  this  malefactor.  His 
,  unhappy  connexion  with  the  smug, 
glers  seems  to  have  hardened  his 
mind,  so.  as  to  hare  rendered  him 
capable  of  the  commission  of  any 
crime — even  of  the  greatest. 

From  his  unhappy  end,  then,  we 
ought  to  Icarn  to  be  cautious  how 
we  f  iolate  the  laws  of  honesty  in 
the  smallest  degree,  since  sueh  ? io. 
lation  too  often  leads  to  the  perpe- 
tration of  the  roo:»t  enormous  of« 
fences. 


JOHN  ANDREWS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORGGaY. 


Tbi8  offender  was  born  in  Essex, 
and,  having  commenced  grazier, 
sent  a  number  of  cattle  to  Smith. 
ield  market;  but,  after  a  series  of 
trade  in  this  way,  he  sailed  to  the 
Eist  Indies,  where  he  acquired  a 
taficient  sum  to  enable  htm  to  deal 
io  seamen's  tickets  on  his  return  to 
JSagland. 

This  business,  sufficiently  op- 
prasifc  to  the  poor  sailors,  he 
carried  to  the  height  of  extortion, 
and  frequently  obtained  of  thvm 
ifty  per  cent,  on  the  advancing 
money  on  their  tickets.  After  thus 
lending  money  for  some  time,  he 
adventured  on  the  dangerous  prac 
tiee  of  forging  the  wills  of  seamen, 
ia  order  to  defraud  their  widows  ; 
and  met  with  a  narrow  escape  at 
Maidstone,  on  a  charge  of  publish, 
lag  a  forged  letter  of  attorney. 

Andrews  employed  some  women 
9i  hit  acquaintance  in  London,  to 
whom  he  used  to  gire  small  gra- 
(ailiM  to  personate  the  widows  of 
inaieii ;  and  by  their  perjuries  he 
freqaeotly  acquired  considerable 
susa  of  money. 

Thia  mode  of  practice  at  length 
knwght  him  to  destruction,  as  will 


appear  from  the  following  narra. 
tite.  Quarreling  with  a  woman 
named  Elizabeth  Is'icholls,  with 
whom  he  was  connected,  blows 
ensued,  and  the  woman  determined 
to  be  revenged,  but  disguised  her 
sentiments  till  she  had  an  oppor. 
tunity  of  injuring  him  in  the  most 
essential  manner. 

He  applied  to  her  on  a  particular 
occasion  to  personate  the  widow  of 
a  seaman  to  whom  thirty  pounds 
were  due,  and  to  swear  that  she 
had  a  will  in  her  favour.  The  wo. 
man,  with  a  view  first  to  make  an 
advantage  of  Andrews,  and  then  to 
betray  him,  did  as  she  was  directed, 
and  signed  her  name  to  a  forged 
will  in  Doctors*  Commons,  in  con. 
sequence  of  which  Andrews  re- 
ceived thirty  pounds  at  the  Navy* 
office,  and  became  possessed  of  the 
seaman's  ticket  for  fourteen  pounds. 

This  ticket  he  offered  for  sale  to 
a  man  who  kept  an  alehouse  in 
Oxford  Road ;  but  the  latter  r^ 
fused  to  buy  it,  unless  the  woman 
would  sign  the  receipt  for  It,  which 
she  readily  did,  expecting  Andrews 
would  give  her  a  good  part  of  the 
money  thai  illegally  obtained ;  but, 
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on  his  refuaal  Id  giT*  hi^r  murs 
thin  half  a  guinea,  she  (tclermiiictl 
on  immediate  rcTen^cc. 

Tu  carry  her  scheme  iiilu  tfli^c. 
(ual  execution,  she  went  to  another 
woman  with  whom  Andrew*  was 
connected  ;  and,  both  or  them  Iiat. 
ing  given  information  ngain^t  him, 
he  xas  talicn  iniu  custody,  a.iii1 
lodged  in  Ncwgato. 

As  it  was  preanmcil  (hat  hi<  of- 
fences had  been  numerous,  the  foU 
lowing  scheme  was  adnpletl  In  lind 
full  ctidencu  of  his  guill.  The  lord 
mayor  commissioned  a  penun  who 
had  formerly  known  him  to  go  lo 
Newgale,  and  hint  (u  him  thai  a 
warrant  would  be  issued  tu  icarcK 
hit  lodging).  Andrew«,  having  pa- 
pert  which  he  thought  it  of  great 
consequence  to  conceal,  deiired  hia 
supposed  friend  to  p^ick  them  in  a 
basket,  and  leaio  them  with  an  itc- 
quaiiilance  in  llie  Minorivs. 

Hereupon  the  prisoner  gate  the 
man  his  key*,  and  he  went  and 
packed  up  the  gaoda,  and  carried 
Ihcm  as  dircclfd.  Thi<  was  done 
to  diicuTcr,  if  possible,  whether 
Andrews  had  any  accomplices ; 
that,  ir  he  had,  his  guilt  might  be 
the  more  cJea  rly  sucerlained  by  pro- 
curing strong  evidence  against  him. 

When  the  papers  »crc  depusited 
in  the  Minories,  the  lord  mayor 
issued  a  search  warrant,  tu  conse- 
quence of  which  his  officers  found 
>ixty>fnur  forged  wills  and  powers 
of.  attorney;  but  no  proof  arose 
that  he  had  any  accomplices,  except 
the  women  whom  he  had  employed 
u  his  agents. 

One  of  these  women,  however, 
deposed  that  she  had  reeeifed  above 
fife  hundred  pounds  for  him,  by 
swearing  to  forged  wilts;  but  that 
half  ft  guinea  for  each  perjury  was 
all  the  gratification  she  received. 

Andrews,  who  was  in  possession 
of  3  considerable  turn  of  money 
wh«n  ha  was  commiUcd  to  New- 


Kale,   had   no   idea   that  suflicicnl 
evidence  could   be   adduced   of  I 
guilt ;  but,  when  he  wa'.  brought  « 
(rial,  Ihc  testimony  of  the 
men  was  so  positive  ai^ainst  MM 
ihat  the  jury  did  not  hesilatu  T 


eofd 


passed  of  CO  I 
Hit  beha> 


after  < 


kably  morose,  resrrn 
and    untraeiable.     He    absoli ' 
refused  thu  good  offices  of  the 
dinary  of  NeMgale,  whjrh  at 
caused   a  siivpician  that  I 
Roman  Calholic;  but,  a 
not  visiied  by  any  prieai  ^ 

persuasion,  this  suspicion  wore  off, 
and  his  rcrus.-il  was  attributed  to 
the  obstinacy  and  gloom  of  his  own 

He  refused  to  acknowledge  tho 
justice  of  ilic  sentence  by  which  he 
was  condemned;   alleging,    in  e 
cuso  for  his  conduct,  that,  havii 
lost  large  sums  of  money  by 
seamen,   ho  was  justified  in  ci 
(oring  lo  make  others  pay  the 
ficiency. 

He  seemed  agitated  in  Ike  higl 
degree  whin  be  was  put  into 
cait  on  (he  morning  of  exocutl 
His  whole  frame  was  coniuli 
and,  when  at  tbef>j|a.l  tree,  despair 
teemed  tu  have  taken  posscuion  of 
his  soul.  He  only  said  a  short 
prayer,  but  refused  lo  addrcii 
surrounding  muliitude. 

He  »Bi  hanged  at  Tybi 
33dof  Morch,  \7b% 

The  crimes  of  this  ma 
the  greatest  magnilude,  acontinued 
serie*  of  fraud  and  robbery,  sup- 
ported by  the  perjuries  of  ignorant 
creatures  whom  ho  employed:  and 
it  is  hardly  a  breach  of  charily  (o 
say  that  he  was  equally  guilty  of 
those  perjuries  with  the  poor 
wretches  who  aclnally  committed 
(hem :  perhaps  more  so,  st  his 
knowledge  must  be  supposed  to 
have  been  superior  to  thcii 


hhe 
ex- 

I 


lort 

1 
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If  th«  crime  of  forgery  was  lets 
caomioiis  Uian  it  is,  ooo  would 
thiak  tbe  excess  of  danger  attend- 
log  it  would  pte?ent  way  man 
from  being  goiltj  of  it.  Fatal 
experience,  ncfertheless,  too  fre. 
qnently  pro? es  the  contrary. 

Let  ns  hope,  however,  that  the 
fatal  examples  of  the  many  unhappy 
f  ictims  to  the  rigid  (and  in  this  case 
necessary)  justice  of  thtir  country 
will  hare  a  good  effect  in  future ; 
and  that  this  crime  may  decrease  in 
proportion  as,  for  some  years  past, 
it  has  unhappily  increased,  to  the 
injury  of  many  an  indif  idual,  and 


the  utter  ruin  of  many  a  worthy 
family. 

It  is  dreadful  to  reflect  on  the 
vast  numbers  who  haTe  become 
widows  and  orphans  through  the 
horrid  prcTalenoe  of  this  practice ; 
which,  as  it  is  generally  committed 
by  persons  in  a  rank  of  life  abofe 
the  vulgar,  it  is  to  be  hoped  those 
who  may  be  tempted  to  the  com. 
mission  of  it  will  haTe  sense  and 
virtue  enough  to  make  the  proper 
use  of  these  admonitions,  and  to 
consult  their  own  safety,  while  they 
have  a  due  regard  not  to  infringe  on 
the  property  of  their  neighbours. 


ANTHONY  DE  ROSA, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MUIIDEB. 


Tuis  malefactor  was  the  son  of 
an  Englishman  of  Portuguese  ex- 
traction; but  hb  father,  going 
abroad,  settled  in  one  of  the  Ber- 
muda Islands,  where  he  married  a 
Portuguese  woman,  and  Anthony 
was  the  first  child  of  that  marriage. 

His  father,  being  at  different 
times  master  of  several  vessels 
which  traded  up  the  Mediterra- 
nean,  brought  his  son  up  as  a  sea- 
nan,  and  he  continued  with  him 
till  the  old  gentleman's  death ;  but, 
when  that  event  happened,  ho  en- 
Kaged  himself  as  mate  in  another 
vessel,  in  which  station  he  re- 
mained  about  two  year*. 

The  vessel  putting  into  the  port 
of  Lisbon,  De  Rosa  embarked  on 
board  an  English  man  of  war  bound 
to  Ireland,  and  afterwards  to  this 
kingdom.  When  the  ship's  crew 
were  paid  off  ho  quitted  the  naval 
serrice,  lived  in  an  idle  manner, 
and  supported  himself  some  time  by 
•forging  seamen's  wills  and  powers. 
After  thb  he  became  acquainted 
with  Emanuel  De  Rosa,  and  one 
Fallagar,  with  whom  he  combined 
in  the  commission  of  robberies. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1751,  Mr. 
WUlbm  Farqaca^  a  young  gentle- 


man  who  lived  in  London,  went  to 
dine  with  his  uncle,  who  kept  an 
academy  at  Hozton ;  and,  having 
staid  to  supper,  left  the  houso 
about  a  quarter  after  ten  o'clock, 
on  his  return  to  town. 

Betireen  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock  on  the  night  the  murder 
was  committed,  Mr.  Hendrop,  of 
Hoxton,  was  going  home  to  his 
house,  when,  seeing  two  men  sland. 
Ing  by  a  person  lying  on  the 
ground,  he  aiiked  what  was  the 
matter ;  to  which  one  of  them  re- 
plied, ^  I  believe  there  is  a  gentle, 
man  murdered.'  Mr.  Hendrop 
took  hold  of  his  hand,  and  found 
it  warm.  He  then  lifted  up  the 
body  of  the  wounded  man,  who 
seemed  to  attempt  to  speak,  but 
was  unable.  He  then  observed  that 
the  body  was  bloody,  and  felt  some 
blood  withinside  the  clothes;  on 
which  he  went  to  a  public  house  in 
the  neighborhood,  where,  meeting 
some  men  who  had  a  lantern,  he 
returned  with  them  to  the  spot; 
but  the  party  was  then  dead,  thongh 
by  the  clothes  it  was  known  to  lie 
Mr.  William  Farques;  on  which 
the  body  was  carried  to  the  house 
of  his  uncle. 
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Tlie  coroner  took  an  inquisition 
on  this  occasion,  when  the. verdict 
oC  the  jury  was  ^  Wilful  murder  by 
persons  unknown.'  We  have  men. 
tinned  that  thb  affair  happened  on 
the  night  of  the  1 1th  of  Jnne ;  but 
a  discofery  of  the  perpetrators  of 
it  did  not  arise  till  above  six  months 
afterwards. 

-  On  the  ^6th  of  December  Ema. 
nnel  De  Rosa  was  apprehended  as 
a  disorderly  person,  and  lodged  in 
Bridewell,  where  the  terrors  of  his 
conscience  on  the  reflection  of  the 
■Mirder  were  so  great,  that  he  de. 
tennined  to  make  a  discofery  of 
the  affair,  at  once  to  ease  his  mind, 
and  preserve  his  life  by  becoming 
an  evidence  for  the  crown. 

Having  informed  the  keeper  of 
Bridewell  of  his  intention,  he  then 
sent  to  Anthony  De  Rosa  to  come 
and  see  him ;  on  which  he  was 
taken  into  custody,  having  in  his 
pocket  a  knife  with  which  he  had 
Stabbed  the  deceased. 

Emanuel  De  Rosa,  ha%itig  given 
in  his  deposition  before  a  magis. 
trate,  was  admitted  ah  evidence ; 
and,  when  the  trial  came  on  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  he  swore  to  the  fol- 
lowing particulars : — 

That  he  had  been  acquainted  with 
the  prisoner  about  three  years,  and 
bad  been  concerned  with  him  in 
forgery,  and  defrauding  people  of 
money  ;  that  the  prisoner  came  to 
his  lodgings,  near  the  Maypolu,  in 
East  Smithfield,  about  nine  o'clock 
on  the  night  the  robbery  was  com- 
mitted ;  that  they  went  together  to 
the  Minories,  nhiTo  thry  found 
Fttllagar ;  when  all  three  of  them 
wentdown  Houndsditchjnto  Moor- 
fields,  towards  the  Barking  Dogs,* 
where  many  people  were  then  walk- 
ing. The  prisoner  said  he  wanted 
money  that  night,  and  bade  them 
como  along,  and  not  be  afraid  of 


any  thing.  They  walked  back, 
wards  and  forwards  for  some  time, 
thinking  it  was  too  soon  to  attack 
any  body,  as  the  clock  had  not 
then  struck  ten. 

The  prisoner  soon  afterwards 
said  ^  Let  us  cross  over  that  road,' 
meaning  by  the  Barking  Dogs ;  and 
the  gentleman  who  was  murdered 
was  coming  alone  in  the  middle  of 
the  path,  when  the  prisoner  asked 
him  for  his  money.  Mr.  Farqoes 
said,  ^  Grentlemen,  I  have  no  money 
for  myself.'  Upon  this  Fullagar 
gave  him  two  or  three  blows  on 
the  head  with  a  stick,  which  had  a 
piece  of  iron  on  its  head.  Here- 
upon the  gentleman  turned  round, 
on  which  Fullagar  struck. him  on 
the  back  of  the  head  ;  but,  as  he 
did  nut  fall,  Anthony  Do  Ro^ia 
bade  the  evidence  hold  his  arm, 
which  he  did,  and  the  other  drew  a 
knife,  and  stabbed  him  five  or  six 
times  in  the  breast  and  body,  as 
fast  as  he  could  repeat  the  blows ; 
and  Fullagar  at  the  same  time 
striking  him  near  the  ear,  he  fell 
against  the  pales.  The  prisoner 
and  Fullagar  now  searched  bis 
pockets,  and  the  former  produced 
eleven  shillings  only. 

The  murderers  now  went  toge- 
ther to  the  Nag'B  Head,  on  Tower 
Hill,  and  drank  two  pots  of  beer; 
and  there  the  evidence  received  two 
shillings  as  his  share  of  the  plunder. 
About  ten  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing the  prisoner  called  on  the  evi- 
dence^ and  bade  him  take  care  of 
himself,  for  that  he  and  Fullagar 
were  going  down  to  Chatham. 

The  reader  is  already  apprized  of 
the  circumstance'which  led  to  the 
apprehension  of  Anthony  DeRosa, 
on  whose  trial  the  knife  with  which 
he  had  stabbed  Mr.  Farques  was 
produced ;  yet  he  steadily  denied 
having  an/  concern  in  the  wicked 


*  This  murder  was  committed  within  a  few  yards  of  a  public  house  called  the  Bar^ipe 
Dogs,  opposite  the  late  Mr.  Wbitefield's  tabernacle. 
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tfsauction,  and  attempted  to  set 
■p  a  defence,  by  cndeaforing  to 
prate  an  alibi :  for  Uorotby  Black 
and  her  ton  swore  tbat  on  tho  lltb 
of  June  tbe  prisoner  had  a  cold ; 
and  the  woman  added  that  she 
gate  him  a  sweat,  and  that  be  was 
not  out  of  bcr  house  one  minute 
daring  tho  whole  day  and  night; 
•nd  this  latter  circumstance  was 
likewise  sworn  to  by  the  son. 

No  credit,  howerer,  was  given 
to  the  testimony  of  these  e? idences ; 
tbe  jury  found  the  prisoner  guilty, 
and  the  Court  directed  that  Dorothy 
Black  and  her  son  shoukl  be  taken 
into  custody,  to  be  tried  for  i)er- 
jsry. 

At  the  time  of  trial  the  prisoner 
was  exceedingly  debilitated  by  ilU 
■rss;  but,  being  considerably  re. 
corered  in  about  ten  days,  he  was 
•dfised  to  make  a  full  confession 
of  the  bartiarous  fact  for  which  his 
life  was  so  soon  to  pay  the  forfeit, 
ud  to  consider  the  consequence  of 
dying  in  the  solemn  attestation  of  a 
falsehood. 

la  reply  to  this  serious  exhorts, 
tioa  he  said  ^  1  am  as  innocent  as 
tke child  unborn;  and,  being  far. 
Iher  urged  on  the  subject,  he  ex- 
daimcd  '  Would  you  hare  me  own 
nyself  guilty  of  what  I  know  no 
more  of  than  you  do  ?  I  know,  if 
I  be  guilty  and  deny  it,  I  must  send 
ay  soul  to  tbe  bottom  of  hell,  which 
1  hope  I  know  better  than  to  do.' 


Ue  was  equally  obstinate  at  the 
place  of  execution  in  denying  the 
fact  for  which  he  sulFercd,  solemnly 
declaring  io^  the  last  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  matter. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  tbe 
23d  of  March,  1752. 

The  horrid  nature  and  unproo 
Tokedncss  of  the  crimei  which  coit 
this  man  his  life  is  almost  without 
example.  To  the  honour  of  this 
country  bo  it  remarked,  that  the 
instances  of  murder  in  consequence 
of  robbery  are  fewer  with  us  than 
in  most  of  the  other  kingdoms  of 
Europe ;  and  we  hope  they  will  be 
fewer  than  they  have  been. 

The  source  of  Do  Rosa's  misfor. 
tunes  appears  to  have  been  idleness ; 
for,  if  ho  had  followed  the  lawful 
calling  in  which  he  was  brought 
up,  he  might  have  lived  happy  in 
himself,  and  been  an  useful  member 
of  society :  instead  of  which  he  was 
cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life,  (for  he 
was  only  twenty-eight  years  of  age 
when  he  suffered,)  and  became  an 
object  of  public  contempt  and  ab. 
horrence. 

Of  all  things,  then,  let  youth 
avoid  idleness:  let  them  cooNider 
that  industry  is  the  road  to  riches 
and  honour;  let  them  renicmber 
and  apply  the  words  of  the  poet  :— 

'  In  u-orks  of  labour  or  of  skill, 
I  would  be  busy  too ; 
For  Satan  6ndi  some  mischief  still 
For  idle  hands  tu  do.' 


CAPfAIN  JAMES  LOWRY, 

EXECUTED  FOU  MURDER. 


It  ia  not  the  knowledge  of  nari- 
latioa  alone  that  qualifies  a  man  to 
late  command  of  a  ship.  When  life 
sad  property  are  committed  to  the 
ihsolutB  control  of  a  single  indi? !• 
deal,  he  to  whom  such  trust  is  given 
shovld  also  possess  feeling  and  hn- 
naaitj  ;  qualities  of  which  Lowry 
«ppcan  to  hafe  beea  entirely  dU 


Captain  James  Lowry  was  born 
In  Scotland,  and,  after  receifing  a 
good  school  education,  was,  at  his 
own  earnest  request,  bonnd  appreu. 
tice  to  a  roaster  of  a  Tcssel,  to  whom 
ho  served  the  time  faithfully  ;  and 
from  his  good  condict  soon  himself 
became  roaster  of  a  ship. 

He  had  just  returned  from  Ja- 
maica, with  the  charge  of  a  West- 


L. 


\S6        KNAPP  &  BALDWlN^s  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 

India  trader,  when,  about  the  mid.  ry,  as  the  only  mt*an8  he  had  to 

die  of  the  month  of  June,  1761,  ap-  screen  himself  from  justice ;  for  the 

peared  in  thedailj  papers  a  remark-  sake  of  which,  and  to  deter'  other 

able  adfertisement,  with  ten  signa-  masters  of  ships  from  exercising  tfio 

tures  thereto,  offering  a  reward  of  like  barbarities    at  sea,  they  ns^ 

ten  guineas  for  apprehending  James  peated  their  reward,  which  they  de- 

Lowry,  late  master  of  the  Molly,  a  posited  in  proper  hands  for  appttN. 

merchant-ship  recently  arrived  from  bending  the  murderer. 
Jamaica,  w4io  was  charged  by  ten        These  adTertisements   naturally 

of  his  crew  with  the  cruel  murder  excited  public  curiosity,  and  Lowry 

of  Kenith  Hossack,  foremast-man,  was  apprehended,  and  brought  to 

in  his  passage  home,  on  the  24th  trial  at  the  Admiralty  Sessions  at 

•of  December  last,  by  ordering  his  the  Old  Bailey,  on  the  18th  of  Fe- 

iwo  wrists  to  be  tied  to  the  main  bruary,  175%,  for  the  wilful  mur^ 

shrouds,  and  then  whipping  him  till  dcr  of  Kenith  Hossack. 
he  expired.  James    Gatherah,   male  of  the 

To  this  Captain  Lowry  replied  vessel,  deposed  that  they  left  Ja. 

by  charging  his  crew  with  depriving  maica  on   the    28th   of    October, 

him  of  his  command  of  the  said  ship  1760,  having    on    board   fourteen 

on  the  29th  of  the  said  month,  and  hands  ;  that  on  the  24th  of  Decern* 

carrying  her  into  luitbon,  where  the  bcr  he  came  on  deck  between  four 

British  consul  reinstated  him  in  his  and  five  in  the  afternoon,  and  saw 

command,  and  sent  the   ten  sub-  the  deceased  tied  up,  one  arm  to 

acribing  men  homo  prboncrs ;  and  the  haulyards,  and  the  other  to  the 

that    he  was    ready  to  surrender  main   shrouds,  when  the  prisoner 

when  a  court  should  be  appointed  was  beating  him  with  a  rope  about 

for  his  trial,  nothing  indeed  pre-  an   inch   and  a  half  in  thickness. 

Tenting  his  doing  so  immediately  but  This  deponent  returning  again  in 

the  thoughts  of  lying  in  gaol  under  half  an  hour,  the  deceased  begged 

the  detestable  name  of  a  murderer,  to  be  let  down  on  a  call  of  nature. 

The  crew  rejoined,  in  another  The  captain  being  now  below,  Ga- 
advertisement,  that  Lowry  did  not  therah  obtained  his  permission  to 
only  murder  the  said  Hossack,  as  release  him  for  the  present,  but  was 
appears  by  the  affidavits  of  the  ten  to  tie  him  up  again;  but,  when  let 
subscribers,  sworn  before  John  down,  he  was  unable  to  stand; 
Russell,  Esq.  the  British  consul  at  which  being  made  known  to  Low- 
Lisbon,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  ry,  he  said,  ^  Damn  the  rascal,  ho 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  ;  but  in  shams  Abraham  ;'  and  ordered  him 
the  said  passage  did  use  Peter  Bright  again  to  be  tied  up.  This  was 
and  John  Grace  so  cruelly  that  they  done,  but  he  was  not  made  so  fast 
died  ;  and,  still  continuing  his  bar-  as  before,  which  the  captain  observ- 
barity  to  every  man  in  the  ship,  ing,  ho  ordered  his  arms  to  be  ex. 
broke  the  jaw-bone  and  one  of  the  tended  to  the  full  stretch,  and,  tak* 
fingers  of  William  Dwight,  and  ing  the  rope,  beat  him  on  the  back, 
fractured  the  skull  of  William  breast,  head,  shoulders,  face,  and 
Waum*  temples,  for  about  half  an  hour. 

They  admitted  that  they    (the  occasionally  walking  about  to  take 

subscribers)  had  been  sent  from  Us-  breath. 

bon  to  England  by  the  said  British        About  six  o'clock  he  hung  back 

consul ;  but  this  was  done  in  con-  his  head,  and  appeared  motionless ; 

sequence  of  a  pretended  charge  of  on  which  Lowry  ordered  him  to  be 

piracy  sworn  against  them  by  Low-  cut  down,   and  said  to  Gathcrab 
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*  I  am  afraid  Kenny  is  dead.' 
Gtlherah  replied  *  I  am  sorry  for 
it,  but  liope  not.'  Gatberah  then 
Mt  liit  palse ;  but  finding  no  motion 
tkere,  or  at  his  heart,  said,  <  I  am 
afraid  he  is  dead,  indeed ;'  on  which 
tW  captain  gave  the  deceased  a  slap 
OB  the  face,  and  exclaimed  ^  Damn 
kia,  be  it  only  shamming  Abraham 
aow.' 

Ob  this  the  deceased  was  wrapped 
■p  in  a  saiJ,  and  carried  to  the 
Peerage,  where  Ix)wry  whetted  a 
peakoife,  and  Gatherah  attempted 
to  bWed  biro,  but  without  effect. 

Gratherah  deposed,  further,  that 
ike  deceased  had  been  ill  of  a 
feier,  but  was  then  recovering,  and, 
t^oagh  not  well  enough  to  go  aloft, 
was  able  to  do  many  parts  of  his 
dity. 

Gatberah  likewise  deposed  to  the 
tjnuiny  and  cruelty  of  the  captain 
to  the  whole  ship's  company,  ex. 
cept  one  James  Stuart;  and  gave 
itferal  instances  of  his  inhumanity, 
pirticularly  that  of  bis  beating  them 
with  a  stick  which  he  called  «  The 
Koyal  Oak's  foremas^.' 

It  was  asked  of  Gatherah  why 
Lowry  was  not  confined  till  the 
ttth  of  December,  as  the  murder 
of  Hoisack  took  place  on  the  24th : 
to  wUeb  he  answered  that  the 
iUp'screw  had  been  uneasy,  and 
propoacd  to  confine  the  captain ; 
bat  tliat  be  (Gatherah)  represented 
tke  leaky  condition  of  the  ship, 
wkicb  muide  it  necessary  that  two 
ptmps  sbould  be  kept  going  night 
tad  day  ;  and  the  ship's  crew  were 
is  sickly,  that  not  a  hand  could  be 
coBweoieiitlj  spared:  that  he  be- 
listed  the  captain  wonid  be  warned 
bj  what  be  had  done,  and  treat  the 
ittt  of  tbe  crew  better  during  the 
Tcnainder  of  the  Toyage;  that 
Uvrj  conld  not  escape  from  the 
|Up;  and  that,  on  their  arriwal 
>tt  JSogbuidy  he  might  be  charged 


with  the  murder  before  any  ma* 
gistrate. 

The  seamen  were  satisfied  by 
these  arguments ;  but,  Lowry  con. 
tinning  his  sererities,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  deprire  him  of  his  com- 
mand, and  confine  him  to  the  cabin. 
At  length  the  ship  became  so  leaky, 
that  they  did  not  ex])cct  to  lire 
from  night  till  morning ;  and  the 
men  quitted  the  pumps,  and  took 
a  solroin  farewell  of  each  other: 
but  Gatherah  adfised  them  to  re-, 
new  their  endeaTOurs  to  save  the 
\  vessel,  and  to  steer  for  the  port  of 
Lisbon. 

This  advice  was  followed;  and, 
having  arrived  off  the  rock  of  Lis- 
bon, they  hoisted  a  signal  for  a 
pilot,  and  one  coming  off  in  a 
fishing-boat,  found  that  they  had 
no  product,*  on  which  he  declined 
conducting  them  into  port ;  but  by 
this  pilot  the  captain  sent  a  letter 
to  the  British  consul,  informing 
him  that  the  crew  had  mutinied  ; 
on  which  the  consul  came  on  board, 
put  ten  of  the  seamen  under  arrest, 
and  sent  them  to  England  on  board 
a  man  of  war,  then  bound  home- 
wards. 

The  statement  made  by  Gatberah- 
to  the  consul  corresponded  with 
that  given  by  him  in  evidence  at  the 
Old  Bailey.  During  the  voyage 
the  crew  of  Lowry's  ship  worked 
their  passage ;  and,  on  their  arrival 
in  England,  though  they  were  com- 
mitted to  the  keeper  of  the  Mar- 
shalsea  prison,  they  had  liberty  to 
go  out  when  they  pleased,  and 
considered  themselves  only  as  evi- 
dences against  Lowry. 

The  rest  of  the  crew,  who  were 
examined  on  the  trial,  gare  testi. 
mony  corresponding  with  that  of 
Gatherah;  and  declared  that  the 
deceased  was  sober  and  honest* 
Some  questions  were  asked,  if  they 
thought  Lowry's  ill  treatment  was 


♦  Thal^st,  Uiey  hmd.no  cffccis  to  dispose  of.. 


16S       KNAPP &  BALDWINS  XlilWGATfi  CALfilf DAlt. 


tke  oocMion  of  Hossack'ft  de*th« 
They  replied  there  was  no  doubt  of 
it ;  Mt  w^tAd  hate  killed  him  had 
be  been  in  good  health  and  strength, 
or  the  siootest  man  liting.' 

It  ftiaj  be  proper  to  mention  that 
Lowry,  having  taken  men  on  board 
to  work  his  ship  to  England,  ar- 
med soon  after  his  accusers  ;  but 
1h%y  haffliigglTen  previous  informa- 
tion to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
a  reward  was  offered  for  appro, 
bending  him:  he  remained  some 
time  concealed ;  but  at  length  he 
iHas  discovered  by  a  thief.taker, 
who  took  him  into  custody,  and 
received  ten  guineas  from  the  mar- 
thai  of  the  admiralty. 

By  way  of  defence  Lowry  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  Court  in  the 
following  terms  :— 

^  My  lord,  and  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  my  case  is  exceedingly  hard ; 
the  witnesses  that  have  been  pro- 
duced against  me  have  agreed  to 
swear  this  murder  upon  mc,  well 
knowing  that,  if  they  do  not  take 
away  my  life,  their  own  will  be 
n  danger,  as  I  hope  to  make  ap. 
pear.  In  October,  1750,  I  set 
sail  from  Jamaica  in  the  Molly,  of 
vrhich  I  was  commander,  with 
thirteen  hands,  besides  myself,  on 
board  :  we  were  bound  for  London. 
I  had  not  been  long  at  sea  ere  I 
found  that  I  had  got  a  set  of  the 
most  wicked,  drunken,  idle  fel- 
lows that  ever  came  into  a  ship.  I 
had  great  apprehensions  that  they 
Intended  to  run  away  with  the  ship ; 
and  so  I  told  Captain  Dalton,  of  the 
Nmicy,  who  came  from  Jamaica 
with  me,  and  begged  he  would  keep 
me  company,  and  observe  what 
course  we  kept.  This  the  witness 
Gather^h  knew,  If  he  would  have 
been  honett  and  Bpoke  the  truth ; 
but  he  has  sworn  with  a  halter 
iMbiout  his  neck.  Often,  when  I 
twak^,  I  found  tb^  b»d  altered 
the   ship's    course   irbile    I   iiras 


asleep ;  and  Gatherah,  who  was  ay 
chief  mate,  often  Insulted  me,  Md 
used  me  so  very  ill,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  turn  him  out  of  my  men, 
and  forbid  him  my  cabin.  Roberts, 
my  second  mate,  having  ram,  he 
would  sell  it  to  the  men,  notwith- 
standing 1  forbid  him  often,  by 
which  means  they  were  scarcely  eirer 
sober.  Our  ship  being  leaky,  we 
were  obliged  to  keep  continually 
pumping;  and  some  of  the  men 
being  sick,  occasioned  by  their 
drinking  so  mudi  rum,  I  could  not 
but  l>e  very  angry  with  Roberts  for 
continuing  to  supply  the  men  ^th 
liquor. 

*  On  the  23d  day  of  December, 
though  the  witnesses  swear  the 
24th,  one  of  the  men  had  lost  a 
bottle  of  rum,  and  I  was  informed 
the  deceased  had  taken  smd  drunk 
it ;  at  the  same  time  William  Waum 
came  to  me,  and  complained  he  had 
lost  a  note,  and  believed  that  &enith 
Hossack  hail  stole  it  (though  be 
denies  he  said  it  now)  ;  upon  whM 
I  called  the  deceased  upon  deck, 
to  examine  him,  and  fontid  be  was 
so  drunk  he  was  scarcely  able  to 
stand;  therefore  I  ordered  kbn to 
be  tied  to  the  rails  of  tbe  sblp  tin 
be  was  sober }  for  if  he  bad  gone 
down  to  his  cabin  he  wonid  bave 
got  more  rum,  and  so  endangered 
his  life,  he  having  beeti  sick  wHh 
drinking  before.  I'iie  deceased 
being  a  comical  fellow,  I  took  a 
bit  of  rope,  and  flourished  It  three 
times  round,  gave  Mm  a  stroke  or 
two  upon  the  breech,  not  so  bard 
as  to  hurt  him,  more  than  I  do  this 
book  (striking  his  hiind  gently  on 
the  log-book  that  lay  on  dte  Inut)  : 
after  he  had  been  tieid  some  time  to 
the  raits,  he  f^ll  backwards,  and 
foamed  at  the  mouth :  I  then  cut 
him  loose,  and  he  ferll  down,  add  I 
believe  Ms  being  mtoiicated,  and 
struggling  to  get  loose,  wi^CsiMb* 
xMe  bim.  1  dra  all  I  coold  to  recof  er 
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kin,  ms  thewitnesies  against  mc  have 
allowed.  I  was  not  then  charged 
wifh  murdering  the  deceased ;  nor 
M  I  bear  anj  thing  of  such  a 
charge  till  fiTeor  six  days  after  II  os. 
sick*f  death,  when  they  deprived  me 
of  the  command,  con6ned  mc,  seized 
the  ship,  altered  her  course,  which 
was  for  England,  and  carried  her 
to  Lisbon.  I  had  prepared  a  letter 
to  send  ashore,  by  the  first  boat  that 
csme  on  board,  to  the  English  con. 
sdI,  informing  him  of  the  situation 
1  was  in  ;  who  came  on  board,  ex. 
iDiined  ns  all,  and  reinstated  mc  in 
the  command  of  the  ship,  wliich  I 
brought  home  safe  to  England. 
The  witnesses  were  sent  home  pri. 
soners  on  board  a  man  of  war, 
opon  my  accusation  of  mutiny  and 
piney.  It  cannot  be  supposed  the 
consul  would  have  trusteed  me  with 
tke  command  of  the  ship,  if  I  had 
been  noder  the  charge  of  murder.' 

After  the  evidence  was  rccapi. 
tola  ted  by  the  judge,  the  jury  re- 
tired for  about  half  an  hour,  and 
toi  delivered  their  verdict,  that 
the  prisoner  was  guilty  ;  on  which 
be  received  sentence  of  death,  and 
orders  wer^  given  for  his  being 
bang  in  cbains. 

After  conviction  Lowry  behaved 
with  great  apparent  courage  and 
resolation  till  a  smith  came  to  take 
tieuure  of  him  for  his  chains ; 
when  he  fainted  away,  fell  on  his 
bed,  and  was  measured  while  in. 
leosible.  On  his  recovery,  he  said 
diat  it  was  the  disgrace  of  a  public 
exposure  that  had  affected  him,  and 
Bot  the  fear  of  death. 


On  the 35th  of  March,  at  half  past 
nine  in  the  morning,  the  unfortunate 
convict  was  brought  out  of  New«i 
gate,  to  undergo  the  sentence  of  the 
law.  On  seeing  the  cart  which  was 
to  convey  him  to  the  gallows  ho 
became  pale,  but  soon  recovered  a 
degree  of  serenity  of  countenance, 
lie  had  on  a  scarlet  cloak  over  a 
morning  gown,  and  a  brown  wig 
of  the  colour  of  his  eyebrows.  His 
eyes  were  very  bright  and  piercing, 
his  features  regtflar  and  agreeable, 
and  by  no  means  evincing  the 
cruelty  of  his  disposition.  He  was 
^re  feet  seven  Inches  in  stature, 
well  proportioned,  and  about  fotty 
years  of  age.  His  behaviour  was 
quite  composed  and  undaunted. 
Before  the  cart  was  carried  a  silver 
oar  of  a  very  antique  form. 

The  dreadful  procession  had  not 
moved  many  yards  before  the  po- 
pulace began  to  express  their  indig- 
nation  at  the  culprit.  Some  sailors 
cried  out  *  Where  is  your  Royal 
Oak's  foremast?'  others  vocife. 
rated  ^  He  is  shamming  Abraham  !' 
and  with  such  tauntingy  and  re- 
vilings  was  he  drawn  to  Execution 
Dock  ;  near  which  a  number  of 
sailors  being  collected,  they  poured 
execrations  on  his  devoted  head. 

He  was  then  taken  out  of  the 
cart  and  placed  upon  a  scaffold 
under  the  gallows,  where  he  put 
on  a  white  cap.  He  prayed  very 
devoutly  with  the  Ordinary  of 
Newgate  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour;  then,  giving  the  executioner 
his  money  and  watch,  the  platform 
fell. 


M*CANNELLY  AND MORGAN, 

EXECUTED  FOU    BURGLARY. 


As  the  time  of  harvest  approaches 
aumlierB  of  the  lowest  order  of 
Mil  come  over  to  the  nearest  coun- 
ties in  England,  to  offer  themselves 
ftnr  Mre,  in  getting  in  the  hay  and 


crops  of  corn,  where  they  receive 
better  wages,  and  live  better,  than 
in  their  own  country.  They  would 
prove  of  infinite  service,  could'they 
be  kept  to  common  honesty,  but 
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thev  Krt  generall J  a  wild,  fero€ioui, 
«Bil  kaavish  set,  and  mix  among  the 
iodnitrious  and  honest,  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  plundering  their  employers. 

The  numerous  depredations  com- 
mitted during  the  gathering  of  the 
harrest,  more  than  at  other  seasons, 
leaTC  little  doubt  of  this  fact ;  and 
farmers  are  therefore  become  ex- 
tremely cautions  whom  they  hire. 

Mr.  Porter,  a  Wealthy  farmer  of 
Cheshire,  had  engaged  a  number  of 
these  people,  in  the  year  1751,  in 
his  hanrest-fields.  One  e? ening  his 
house  was  beset  by  the  gang  above 
mentioned, who  forcibly  broke  open 
his  doors,  adfanced  to  him  while  at 
Jiis  sup  per- table,  seized,  and  bound 
him  with  cords,  at  the  same  time 
with  horrid  threats  demanding  his 
money. 

They  also  seized  his  eldest  daugh- 
ter,  pinioned  her,  and  obliged  her 
to  show  them  where  her  father's 
money  and  plate  were  deposited. 
In  the  confusion,  the  youngest 
daughter,  an  heroic  little  girl  of  thir- 
teen  years  of  age,  made  her  escape, 
ran  into  the  stable,  got  astride  the 
bare  back  of  a  horse,  only  hal- 
tered ;  but,  not  daring  to  ride  past 
the  house,  beset  by  the  rogues,  she 
galloped  over  the  fields,  leaping 
hedges  and  ditches,  to  Pulford,  to 
inform  her  eldest  brother  of  the 
danger  they  were  in  at  the  Tillage. 
He,  and  a  friend  named  CraTcn,  de- 
termined on  attacking  the  Tillains, 
and  for  that  purpose  set  off  at  full 
speed,  the  little  girl  accompanying 
them. 

On  entering  his  paternal  roof, 
the  son  found  one  of  the  villains  on 
guard,  whom  he  killed  soinstanta- 
neously  that  it  caused  no  alarm. 
Proceeding  to  the  parlour,  they 
found  the  other  four  in  the  very  act 
of  setting  his  father  on  the  fire,  af- 
ter robbing  him  of  fourteen  guineas, 
in  order  to  extort  more.  They  had 
•tripped  duwn  his  breeches  to  his 


feeti  and  his  eldest  daughter  was  on 
her  knees,  supplicatiug  for  his  life. 

What  a  sight  wa<  this  for  a  son ! 
Like  an  enraged  lion,  and  backed 
by  his  brave  friend,  he  flew  upon  the 
Tillains,  who  fired  two  pistols,  and 
woundrd  both  the  father  and  the 
son,  and  a  servant-boy  whom  they 
had  also  bound,  but  not  so  as  to 
disable  them,  for  the  son  wrested  a 
hanger  from  one  of  them,  cleft  the 
villain  to  the  ground,  and  cut  the 
others. 

The  eldest  daughter  having  un- 
bound  her  father, the  old  man  united 
his  utmost  efforts  by  the  side  of  hu 
son  and  friend;  and  so  hard  did 
they  press,  that  the  thieves  jumped 
through  a  window,  and  ran  off. 

The  young  men  pursued,  and 
seized  two  more  on  Chester  Bridge, 
who  dropped  a  silver  tankard.  The 
fifth  got  on  board  a  vessel  at  Liver- 
pool, of  which  his  brother  was  the 
cook,  and  bound  for  the  West  In- 
dies ;  which  sailed,  but  was  driven 
back  by  adverse  winds. 

The  account  of  the  robbery,  with 
the  escape  of  the  remaining  villain, 
having  reached  Liverpool,  a  king's 
boat  searched  every  vessel,  and  at 
length  found  the  robber,  hj  the 
wounds  he  bad  received,  and  sent 
him  in  fetters  to  Chester  gaoK 

Mr.  Porter  had  a  servant-man  in 
the  house  at  the  time,  a  country- 
man of  the  robbers,  who  remained 
an  unconcerned  spectator,  and,  af- 
terwards running  away,  was  also 
sent  to  prison,  charged  with  being 
an  accomplice.  They  were  brought 
to  trial  at  Chester  assizes,  in  March, 
1752,  and  condemned. 

Boyd,  on  account  of  his  youth, 
and  his  having  endeavored  to  pre- 
vail upon  tlie  others  not  to  murder 
Mr.  Porter,  had  his  sentence  of 
death  remitted  for  transportation* 

The  hired  serrant  of  Mr.  Porter 
was  not  prosecuted. 

Two  or  three  days  preTloiis  to, 
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tkat  find  for  exccation,  Stanley 
sfipped  off  his  irons,  and,  changing 
his  dren,  escaped  out  of  gaol,  and 
got  clear  off. 

On  the  St5(h  of  May,  1752, 
MK]Sanoelly  and  Morgan  were 
brought  out  of  prison,  in  order  to 
be  hanged*    Their  behaiiour  was  as 


decent  as  could  be  expected  from 
such  low.brcd  men.  They  both  de. 
clared  that  Stanley,  who  escaped, 
wasthe  so)ec  ontrivcr  of  the  rob. 
bery. 

They  died  in  the  Catholic  faith, 
and  were  attended  by  a  priestofthat 
persuasion. 


WILLIAM  STROUD, 

WHIPPED   FOU  SWINDLING. 


Had  this  man's  offence  been  com. 
milted  in  Russia,  his  punishment 
wou)d  hate  been  such  as  well  might 
serve  for  the  sak6  of  example.  It 
is  there  Tery  seTcrc,  while  (through 
the  ioatruaaentality  pf  a  guinea  or 
to)  it  is  often  too  leniently  inflicted 
ia  England. 

The  knaui  of  Russia  would  be 
well  applied  to  the  shoulders  of  an 
Eaglitb  swindler.  The  instrument 
wi&  which  whipping  is  inflicted  in 
lUnsia  is  made  of  leather  ci^riously 
twisted,  and  brought  to  a  fine  end 
like  wiiipcord  :  with  this  whip  the 
tiecatiooen  dexterously  carry  off 
tsGp  of  skin  from  the  neck  to  the 
botton  of  the  back,  laid  bare  to 
the  waist;  and,  repeating  their 
Mows,  in  a  little  while  rend  away 
lU  tlie  akin  off  the  back  in  parallel 
Itfifwi.  In  the  common  knout,  the 
criainal  receires  (he  lashes  sus- 
jwnded  on  the  back  of  one  of  the 
eieentioners ;  but  in  the  great 
knoot,  which  is  generally  used  on 
tbe  same  occasions  as  racking  on 
the  wheel  in  France,  the  criminal 
if  hobted  into  the  air  by  means  of 
I  poUey  fixed  to  the  gallows,  a  cord 
fastened  to  the  two  wrists  tied  to. 
father,  and  another,  of  a  crucial 
farm,  nnder  hb  breast^  Sometimes 
Us  hands  are  tied  behind,  over  hb 
back ;  and  when  he  is  pulled  up  in 
tbb  poaition,  hb  shoulders  are  db- 
loca^.  The  executioners  make 
this  punUhment  more  or  less  cruel ; 
ladit  if  inid  are  ao  dexterous,  that, 

TOL.  II. 


when  a  criminal  is  condemned  to 
die,  they  can  make  him  expire  at 
pleasure,  either  by  one  or  sereral 
lashes. 

As  wc  shall  have  ample  room  left 
to  comment  on  the  all-accomplished 
swindlers  of  modern  times,  and  as 
no  mode  of  thieving  has  made  so 
rapid  a  progress  as  thb,  we  shall 
only  here  observe  that  Stroud  dis. 
played  such  dexterity  in  the  infa. 
mous  art  as  to  keep  his  neck  out  of 
the  halter,  which,  before  swindling 
had  arrived  at  its  present  degree  of 
perfection,  required  considerable 
abilities. 

This  specious  robber  was  well 
born  and  educated,  but  very  early 
in  life  took  to  little  tricks  of  cheat, 
ing,  which  sufficiently  marked  his 
character.  When  but  a  school- 
buy,  he  used  to  purloin  blank  leaves 
from  the  books  of  his  companions, 
and  was  remarkable  for  robbing 
them  of  their  marbles. 

This  disposition  continued  while 
he  was  an  apprentice  ;  and  at  length 
he  embarkeid  in  business  for  himself: 
but  he  had  not  been  long  a  master 
before  he  considered  trade  as  a 
drudgery  ;  on  which  he  sold  off 
hb  stock,  took  lodgings  in  Bond 
Street,  and  assumed  the  character 
of  a  fine  gentleman. 

He  now  lived  in  a  most  expen- 
sive manner,  supplying  the  extnu 
Tagances  of  women  of  ill  fame; 
which  soon  reducing  him  to  indi- 
gent circnmstancei|  he  fixad  on  a 
44 
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plaii  of  defrandtng  indifiduals ;  for 
which  purpose  he  got  credit  with  a 
tailor  for  some  elegant  suits  of 
apparel,  took  a  genteel  house,  and 
hired  some  servants ;  thus  imposing 
himself  upon  the  public  as  a  man  of 
large  estate. 

An  extensive  credit,  and  splen- 
did mode  of  living,  were  the  conse. 
quences  of  his  elegant  ap^iearance; 
but,  some  tradesmen  bringing  in 
bills  which  he  was  eauallj  unable 
and  unwilling  to  discharge,  he  sold 
off  his  household  furniture,  and  pri- 
Tatcly  decamped. 

He  now  took  hand.some  lodgings 
in  Bloomsburj  ;  and,  dressing  him- 
self in  velvet  clothes,  pretended  to  be 
the  steward  of  a  nobleman  of  high 
rank.  He  likewise  took  a  house  in 
Westminster,  in  which  he  placed  an 
agent,  who  ordered  in  goods  as  for 
the  nobleman  ;  and  the  tradesmen 
who  delivered  these  goods  were  di- 
rected  to  leave  their  bills  for  the 
examination  of  the  steward  ;  but 
the  effects  were  no  sooner  in  pos. 
session  than  they  were  sold  to  a 
broker,  to  the  sheer  loss  of  the  re- 
spective tradesmen. 

Stroud  used  to  travel  into  the 
country  in  summer,  and,  having 
learned  the  names  of  London  traders 
with  whom  people  of  fortune  dealt, 
he  used  to  write  in  their  names  for 
goods ;  but,  constantly  meeting  the 
waggons  that  conveyed  them,  ge- 
nerally received  the  effects  before 


they  reached  the  places  to  which 
they  were  directed. 

It  would  be  endless  to  mention 
all  the  frauds  of  which  he  was 
guilty.  London  and  the  country 
were  eqvally  laid  under  contribu- 
tion by  him  :  and  jewellers,  watch- 
makers, lacemen,  tailors,  drapers, 
upholders,  silversmiths,  silk  mer- 
cers, hatters,  hosiers,  &c.  were  by 
turns  dupes  to  his  artifices. 

It  was  impossible  for  a  man  pro- 
ceeding in  this  manner  to  evade 
justice.  He  was  at  length  appre- 
hended as  a  common  cheat,  and 
committetl  to  the  Gatehouse,  West- 
minster. On  his  examination,  a 
coachmaker  charged  him  with  de- 
frauding  him  of  a  gilt  chariot ;  a 
jeweller,  of  rings  to  the  amount 
of  a  hundred  pounds ;  a  taifor,  of 
a  suit  of  velvet  trimmed  with  gold ; 
a  cabinet-maker,  of  some  valuable 
goods  in  his  branch;  and  several 
other  tradesmen  of  various  articles* 

The  grand  jury  having  found  bills 
of  indictment  against  him,  he  was 
tried  at  the  Westminster  sessions, 
when  crowds  of  witnesses  who  had 
been  duped  and  plundered  by  him 
appeared  to  give  their  evidence;  and 
he  was  instantly  found  guilty. 

The  Court  sentenced  him  to  hard 
labour  in  Bridewell  for  six  months, 
and  in  that  time  to  be  whipped 
through  the  streets  six  times,  which 
was  inflicted  with  the  iererity  in- 
tended. 


ELIZABETH  JEFFRIES  AND  JOHN  SWAN, 

EXECUTED  FOU  MUUOKR. 


The  unfortunate  Mr.  Jeffries 
liad  been  a  butcher  in  London,  and 
bad  acquired  such  an  ample  fortune 
as  to  enable  him  to  retire  to  Walt- 
hamstow.  The  only  thing  he 
wanted  to  complete  his  happiness 
was  a  child,  to  be  the  copnpanion  of 
hif  age,  a  partaker  of  his  fortune 
while  living,  and  an  inheritor  of  it 


after  his  death.  Accordingly  he 
took  his  brother's  daughter,  Elbuu 
beth  Jeffries,  used  her  like  a  pa. 
rent,  and  left  her  by  will  almost  his 
whole  estate.  He  frequently  men. 
tioned  this  as  an  inducement  to  her 
tobe  ddtifol ;  but,  when  she  became 
negligent  in  her  bebavionr,  he  de- 
clared his  intiention  to  alter  his  will» 
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if  she  did  not  alter  her  conduct,  fries  desired  Mr.  Bockle  to  send 

This  she  determined  to  preTont  bj  informations  through  the  country 

compassing  his  death.    John  Swan,  of  the  murder  of  her  uncle,  with  an 

to  whom  Mr.  Jeffries  had  been  a  account  of  such  effects  as  had  been 

Tery  kind  master,  till  he  was  of-  stolen ;  which  a  Mrs.  Martin  said 

fended  at  his  familiarity  with  his  were  a  silrer  tankard,  a  silt er  cup, 

niece,  meditated  this  Tillainy  in  con.  and    fifteen    pewter  plates.     Mr. 

junction  with  her ;  and  they  found  Buckle  said,  <  If  I  could  light  on 

a  simple  fellow,  one  Matthews,  that  Matthews,  I  would  take  him  up.* 

])ir.  Jeffries  had  employed,  whom  ^  No^*  said   Miss  Jeffries,    <  don't 

they  thought  a  proper  person  to  meddle  with  him,  for  you  will  bring 

accomplbh  their  Tillainy.  This  man  me  into  trou||le,  and  yourself  too, 

for  a  time  rejected  their  proposals,  in  so  doing.' 

tillatlast  promises  of  a  considerable  Matthews,  however,  was  taken 

reward  staggered  him,  but  did  not  into  custody  ;  and  from  his  appre- 

produce  the  desired    effect;    for,  hension.  and  other  circumstances, 

when  the  execution  was  to  be  per.  the  following  facts  came  to  light : 

formed,  the  favours  he  had  received  Matthews,  having  travell^  from 

from  his  master  obliged  him  to  re-  Yorkshire  in  search  of  work,  was 

fuse  it,  and  no  threats,  no  abuses  accidentally  met  on  Epping  Forest 

or    temptations    whatever,    could  by  Mr.  Jeffries,  who,  seeing  him  in 

tempt  him  to  alter  his  resolution.  distress,  took  him  home  to  work  as 

A  dreadful  outcry  being  heard  at  an  assistant  to  Swan  in  the  garden : 

Walthamstow,  about  two  o'clock  the  agreement  being  that  he  should 

in  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July,  have  his  food  only  as  a  gratuity,  but 

1751,  Mr.  Buckle,  a  near  neigh-  no  wages. 

bour  of  Mr.  Jeffries,  awaked  his  After  he  had  been  four  days  in 
wife,  who  said,  ^  It  is  Miss  Jeffries's  this  service.  Miss  Jeffries  sent  him 
tongue.'  Mrs.  Buckle  then,  going  up  stairs  to  wipe  archest  of  drawers 
to  the  window,  said,  ^  There  is  Miss  and  some  chairs  ;  but,  presently 
Jeffries  in  her  shift,  without  shoe  following  him,  said,  ^  What  will 
or  stocking,  at  a  neighbour's  door.'  you  do,  if  a  person  would  give  you 
Mr.  Buckle,  going  to  her,  asked  her  a  hundred  pounds?'  He  said, 
the  reason  of  her  appearance  in  that  ^  Any  thing  in  an  honest  way ;'  on 
manner ;  to  which  she  said,  '  Oh !  which  she  bad  him  go  to  Swan,  and 
they  have  killed  him !  they  have  he  would  tell  him. 
killed  him,  I  fear !'  On  his  desiring  Swan  being  in  the  garden,  Mat- 
her to  cover  herself,  she  said  <  Don't  thews  went  to  him,  and  told  him 
mind  me ;  see  after  my  uncle.'  the  contents  of  the  message ;  on 

Mr.  Buckle  going  to  the  house,  which  Swan  smiled,  took  him  to  an 

the  door  was  opened  by  Swan,  and  out-house,    and    told    him,  if   he 

the  deceased  was  found  lying  on  his  would   knock  the  old  miser,  his 

right  side,  having  three  wounds  on  master,  on  the  head,  he  would  give 

the  left  side  of  his  head.     The  vi«  him  seven  hundred  pounds.    Two 

sitor,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  said,  days  afterwards  Mr.  Jeffries  dis. 

<  My  name,  is  Edward  Buckle ;  if  missed  Matthews  from  his  service, 

yoa  cannot  speak  to  me,  signify  to  and  gave  him  a  shilling ;  and  Swan, 

me;'    on  which  Jeffries  8iq:U«ezcd  about  the  same  time,  gave  him  half 

him  by  the  hand  with  as  much  force  a  guinea  to  buy  a  brace  of  pistols 

as  he  conld.  to  murder  their  master*  : 

Same  hours  .after  this  Misp  Jef.  Matthews,   being   poMassod   of 
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this  C8Bh,  went  to  the  Green  Man, 
at  Low  Lajfon,  where  he  spent  all 
Us  money ;  which  hating  done,  he 
proceeded  towards  London;  and, 
being  of  ertaken  on  the  '  road  by 
Swan,  the  latter  asked  him  where  he 
wtsgoing.  Matthews  said '  To  Lon- 
don;'  on  which  the  other  took  biro  to 
Mr.GalPs.  the  Green  Man  and  Bell, 
in  Whitcchapel,  where  they  drank 
freely  till  night;  and  Swan,  being 
intoxicated,  swore  hp  would  fight 
the  best  man  in  the  house  for  a 
guinea*  He  likewise  pulled  off  his 
great  coat,  and  threw  it  on  the  Are ; 
but  the  landlord  taking  it  off,  and 
finding  it  very  heavy,  searched  the 
pockets,  in  which  he  found  a  brace 
of  pistols* 

This  circumstance  giving  rise  to 
unfavorable  suspicion,  both  the  men 
were  lodged  in  the'Kound.hoose  for 
that  night ;  and,  being  carried  be. 
fore  Sir  Samuel  Gower  the  next 
day,  he  committed  them  to  Clerk, 
en  well  Bridewell,  as  disorderly 
persons. 

Miss  Jeffries,  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  their  situation,  gave 
bail  for  their  appearance,  on  which 
they  all  went  to .  Gall's  house,  in 
Whitechapel,  where  she  upbraided 
Matthews  with  bringing  Swan  into 
a  scrape.  He  deni^  that  he  had 
done  so ;  on  which  she  gave  him  a 
^hilling,  and  desired  Swan  to  tell 
him  to.mtet  them  at  the  Yorkshire 
Grey,  at  Stratford.  They  went  in 
a  coach ;  and  Matthews,  following 
on  foot,  found  only  Swan  there, 
who  gave  him  half  a  crown,  and 
bade  him  ineet  him,  at  six  the  next 
morning,  at  the  Buck,  on  Epping 
Forest.  This  he  did,  and,  by  ap- 
pointment, came  to  Walthtunstow 
on  the  I'nesday  following,  at  ton 
o'clock  at  night. 

When  Matthews  arrived,  he 
found  the  garden-door  on  the  latch ; 
and,  going  Into  the  pantry,  hid 
himialf   behind  a  tub  tiU    about 


eleven  o'clock,  when  Swan  brought 
him  some  cold  l>oiled  beef. 

About  tuelve  MiM  Jeffries  and 
Swan  came  to  him  ;  when  the  lat. 
ter  said,  ^  Now  it  is  time  to  knock 
the  old  miser,  my  master,  on  the 
head.'  Matthews  relented,  and 
said,  ^  1  cannot  find  in  my  heart  to 
do  it ;'  to  which  Miss  Jeffries  re- 
plied, ^  You  may  be  damned  for  a 
villain,  for  not  performing  your 
promise.'  Swan,  who  was  provided 
with  pistols,  likewise  damned  Mat- 
thews, and  said  he  had  a  mind  to 
blow  his  brains  out  for  the  re- 
fusal. 

Swan  then  produced  a  book,  and 
insisted  that  Matthews  should  swear 
that  he  would  not  discover  what  had 
passed :  which  he  did,  with  this  re- 
serve^  ^  not  unless  it  was  to  save  his 
own  life.' 

Soon  after  this  Matthews  heard 
the  report  of  a  pistol ;  when,  getting 
out  of  the  house  by  the  back  way, 
he  crossed  the  ferry,  whence  he 
proceeded  to  Enfield  Chacc. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  Miss 
Jeffries  was  found  in  her  shift,  after 
the  commission  of  the  murder.  We 
have  now  to  add  that  she  screamed 
out  ^  Diaper!  Diaper!  for  God's 
sake,  help!  Murder!  fire!  thieves!' 
The  neighbour,  Mr.  Diaper,  saw 
Miss  Jeffries  half  way  out  of  her 
window,  endeavoring  to  get  down. 
Mr.  Diaper  and  one  Mr.  Clarke 
entered  the  house,  and  searched  di- 
ligently ;  but  could  find  no  traces 
of  any  person  having  quitted  the 
house,  as  there  was  a  dew  on  the 
grass,  which  did  not  appear  to  be 
disturbed. 

Swan  went  to  fetch  Mr.  Forbes, 
a  surgeon  at  Woodford,  who  ob- 
served congealed  blood  in  the  room, 
and  examined  the  wounds,  which) 
on  the  trial,  he  declared  to  have 
been  mortal*  Swan  appeared  muck 
frightened  at. the  time,  .and  saki  he 
wished  that  ha  had  died  wUh  hU 
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master ;  for  that  he  would  haTe  lost 
bis  own  life  to  save  his. 

At  there  appeared  no  markd  of 
any  person  having  been  in  the  house 
but  those  belonging  to  the  family^ 
Ttolcnt  Suspicions  began  to  arise. 
Mr.  Jeffries  died  in  great  agonies 
at  eight  o'clock  on  the  following 
efeoing. 

Miss  Jeffries,  being  taken  into 
cnstody  on  suspicion,  was  examined 
by  two  magistrates,  to  whom  she 
confessed  that  she  heard  the  report 
of  a  pistol,,  and  found  her  uncle 
murdered.  No  evidence  arising  to 
criminate  her,  she  proved  her  uncle's 
will  at  Doctors'  Commons,  and  took 
possession  of  his  estate;  hut  the 
coroner's  inquesit  having  sat  on  the 
body,  and  some  circumstances  of 
suspicion  arising,  she  and  Swan 
were  committed  to  prison ;  and  bills 
of  indictment  being  found  against 
them,  they  were  put  to  the  har, 
and  their  counsel  moved  for  an  im- 
mediate trial. 

This  «»as  opposed  by  the  counsel 
for  the  prosecution,  on  account  ot 
the  absence  of  Matthews,  who,  it 
was  presumed,  would  l)eco:ne  a 
material  evidence.  The  counsel  on 
both  sides  u^ed  all  (he  arguments  in 
th;  ir  power  ;  but  the  trial  was  dc- 
ferred  till  the  following  assizes. 

Jn  the  interim  Mr.  Gall,  of  the 
public  house  in  While  chapel,  re- 
solved, if  possible,  to  take  Mat. 
thews  into  custody ;  and,  conversing 
with  one  Mr.  Smith,  he  told  him 
that  he  had  seen  Mattht-ws  roino 
out  of  the  India  House;  and,  on 
inquiry,  it  was  found  that  he  had 
engaged  to  enter  into  the  service  of 
the  £ast*lndia  Company,  and  was 
at  a  house  in  Abel's  Buildings, 
Rosenary  Laiie. 

Bi'ing  taken  into  custody  on  a 
worrant,  he  was  admitted  an  evi. 
dence  for  the  crown,  and  the  trial 
of  Swan  and  Jeffries  came  on  at 
Cbelnsford  on  I  he  II  th  of  March, 
17iay  before  Jadgo  Wright 


Miss  Jeffries  fainted  repeatedly 
during  the  trial,  and  was  once  in 
fits  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour. 
1'he  evidence  of  Matthews  was  ex- 
ceedingly clear;  and  many  corro- 
borative circumstances  arising,  the 
jury  found  the  culprits  guilty,  and 
they  received  sentence  of  death. 

After  conviction  Elizabeth  Jef. 
fries  made  the  following  confession : 

^1,  Elizabeth  Jeffries,  do  freely 
and  voluntarily  confess  that  I  first 
enticed  and  |)ersnaded  John  Swan 
and  Thomas  Matthews  to  undertake 
and  perpetrate  the  murder  of  my 
deceased   uncle,   which  they  both 
consented  to  do,  the  first  opportu. 
nity.     That,  on  the  third  day  of 
July,  1751,  myself  and  John  Swan 
(Matthews,  to  my  knowledge,  not 
being  in  the  house)  agreed. to  kill 
my  said  uncle ;  and,  accordingly, 
after  the  maid  was  gone  to  bed,  I 
went  into  John  Swan's  room,  and 
called  him,  and  wc  went  down  toge- 
thcr  into  the  kitchen,  and,  having 
assisted  Swan  in  putting  some  pew. 
ter  and  other  things  into  a  sack,  I 
said  1  could  do  no  more,  and  then 
I  went  into  my  room;  and  after- 
wards Swan  came  up,  as  I  believe, 
and  went  into  my  uncle's  room,  and 
shot  him  ;  which  done,  he  came  to 
my   door,  and    rapped.     Accord, 
ingly,  I  went  cut  in  my  shift,  and 
John  Swan  opened  the  door,  and 
let  me  out.     That  done,  1  alarmed 
the  neighborhood.     And  I  do  so- 
lemnly declare  that  I  do  not  know 
that  any  person  was  concerned  in 
the  murder  of  my  deceased  uncle 
but  myself  and  John  Swan ;  for  that 
Matthews  did  not  come  to  my  un. 
cle's  house  the  day  before,  or  night 
in   which,  the    murder   was   com- 
mitted as  I  know  of. 

*   EmZAUETU  jKFfRIKS.' 
*  Taken  and  uch:moU'd^d, 
March,  la,  I7y.^.' 

Swan  for  some  time  expressed 
great  resentment  on  Miss  Jeffries's 
conCesnon ;  but,  when  he  learned 
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tluC  he  was  to  be  hong  ia  chains, 
he  began  to  relent,  and  seemed  at 
length  to  behold  hb  crime  in  Its 
tme  light  of  enormity. 

On  the  day  of  execution  they  left 
the  prison  at  four  in  the  morning, 
Miss  Jeffries  being  placed  in  a  car^ 
and  Swan  on  a  sledge.  The  un- 
happy woman  had  frequent  fits 
during  the  journey;  but,  before 
she  came  to  the  place  of  czecftion, 
her  spirits  became  more  composed. 

Swan  appeared  to  be  a  real  peni- 
tent, and  joined  with  the  utmost 
earnestness  in  the  prayers  of  the 
clergyman  who  attended  them. 
Miss  Jeffries  told  the  clergyman 
that  she  had  been  seduced  by  her 
uncle  while  his  wife  was  living,  and 
that  he  had  giTcn  her  medicines  to 
procure  abortion  at  two  different 
times;  but  for  the  truth  of  this 
we  haTe  no  evidence  but  her  own 
declaration.  She  fainted  away  just 
before  she  was  tied  up,  nor  had 
recovered  when  the  cart  drew 
away. 

They  were  executed  near  the  six- 
mile  stone,  on  Epping  Forest,  on 


Ac  28th  of  March,  1753;  and  the 
body  of  Miss  Jeffries  having  been 
delivered  to  her  friends  for  inter, 
roent,  the  gibbet  was  removed  to 
another  part  of  the  forest,  where 
Swan  was  hung  in  chains. 

This  murder,  so  unprovoked  in 
its  nature,  so  dreadful  in  Its  ex. 
ample,  b  sufficient  to  make  one 
shudder  with  horror.  A  niece  to 
murder  her  uncle,  a  servant  his 
master,  to  whom  both  of  them  were 
under  obligations — the  one  for  pro. 
tection,  the  other  for  employment — 
has  something  in  it  dr^idfully  ab- 
horrent to  the  feelings  of  humanity ! 

Surely  it  cannot  be  necessary  to 
urge  a  word  of  caution  to  our 
readers  against  the  comminion  of 
so  enormous  a  crime ;  but,  as  the 
human  heart  is  ^  corrupt  aboTe  all 
things,  and  desperately  wicked,'  we 
cannot  be  too  much  on  our  guard 
against  its  temptations,  nor  pray 
too  ferrently  that  we  may  be  kept 
in  the  right  path;  the  path  that 
assuredly  produces  satisfaction  in 
thb  '  life,  and  affords  the  fairest 
prospect  of  eternal  felicity. 


NICHOLAS  MOONEY  AND  JOHN  JONES, 

EXECUTED  FOR  UI6UWAY  aOBBERY. 


Tbeue  is  somewhat  of  a  noble 
mind  in  the  character  of  Mooney, 
though*  he  suffered  for  an  ignoble 
action.  Many  of  the  unfortunate 
men  whose  career  we  trace  to  an 
untimely  end  have  possessed  hearts 
worthy  of  a  better  fate.  Juvenile 
indiscretions  have  paved  the  way 
to  enormities;  and,  to  support  an 
ill.acquired  habit,  they  have  been 
driven  to  commit  crimes  at  which 
their  minds  have  revolted.  Melan- 
choly, indeed,  are  our  pictures  of 
such  men;  and,  if  our  drawings 
can  but  save  one  single  youth 
from  wandering  into  the  road  to 
ruin,  our  labours  will  be  gratified 
in  mental  retrospection. 

Nicholas  Mooiiey  and  John  Jones 


were  condemned  at  Bristol  for  a 
highway  robbery.  When  brought 
to  the  bar  to  receive  sentence  of 
death,  Mooney,  who  during  the 
trial  had  pleaded  for  his  fellow, 
culprit  Jones,  thus  addressed  the 
judge  :— 

*  My  Lord, 

^  Permit  me  again  to  entreat  for 
John  Jones,  whom  I  have  invelglod 
and  drawn  into  this  trouble  (as  I 
have  done  many  others  before),  that 
your  lordship  will  b^  pleased  to 
spare  his  life. 

^  As  to  my  own  part  I  have  com- 
mitted many  robberies,  aad  have 
been  a  rdiel  against  my  king,  and 
have  wronged  my  country  by  cote- 
log  monc^i  for  whkh  I  can  never 
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the  public  restitution,  anH, 
therefore,  I  am  content  to  die,  as 
I  deserTe« 

^  I  pray  God  to  bless  crerj  one 
to  whom  I  have  done  any  wrong  ; 
and,  if  there  be  any  gentlemen  of 
Briitol  here  whom  1  have  injured, 
I  heartily  ask  their  forgiyeness,  and 
more  (Specially  that  of  Mr.  Wash- 
borough  (who  stood  near  to  the 
penitent  culprit),whom  I  attempted 
to  roorder ;  but  God  saved  his  life, 
for  which  I  can  nercr  praise  II im 
enough.* 

*  My  Lord, 
*  I  desire  only  three  Sundays, 
and  after  that  time  has  elapsed  1 
am  willing  to  launch  into  eternity  ; 
and  I  hope,  when  1  come  to  the 
place  of  execution,  that  God  will 
open  my  mouth  to  warn  all  against 
my  wicked  course  of  life.  1  pray 
God  to  bless  your  lordship,  and  this 
honorable  Court,  and  may  the  Lord 
Jesus  receive  my  soul !' 

On  the  94th  of  May,  1759  (three 
Sundays  having  passed  since  sen- 
tence was  pronounced),  Nicholas 
Mooney,  John  Jones  ;  and  William 
Cudmore,  for  returning  from  trans, 
porfation  before  the  time  of  his 
sentence  had  elapsed  ;  were  brought 
out  of  prison  for  execution. 

When  arrived  at  the  fatal  tree, 
Mooney,  in  a  pathetic  manner, 
cxhortetl  the  surrounding  multitude 
against  deviating  from  the  paths  of 
rectitnde,  and  warned  them  by  his 
untimely  fate. 

He  left  a  letter  to  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  kind  to  him,  in  (he 
following  words : — 
*Sir, 
^  Before  I  die,  I  take  this  oppor- 
tonity  of  acknowledging  your  kind. 
ness  to  me  in  times  past.  Oh  !  that 
I.had  dcserred  it ;  for  then  I  had 
not  brought  myself  into  these  cir- 
camstances.  But  God  is  wise ;  and, 
lediig  that  I  did  not  hear  his  voice, 
and  turn  from  my  wicked  life,he  gare 
Be  up  to  my  own  hearty  lusti^nd 


permitted  me  to  611  up  the  measure 
of  my  iniquity,  that  in  me  at  last 
should  be  shown  the  severity  of  his 
justice. 

'  You  took  me,  the  most  aban. 
doned  wretch,  for  an  honest  man ; 
and,  as  such,  you  kindly  and  ge- 
nerously recommended  me  where  I 
might  have  done  well — it  is  my  own 
fault  I  did  not.  On  Friday  I  am  to 
meet  the  fate  my  crimes  too  jostfy 
desenre.  I  merit  not  only  death, 
but  hell :  to  the  former  man  has 
doomed  roe  ;  from  the  latter,  Christ, 
I  hope,  will  save  me.  Oh !  the 
riches  of  His  mercy  in  Jesus  Christ, 
who  has  made  my  prison  as  a 
palace,  my  chains  as  ornaments,  and 
I  am  quite  happy.  I  hope  ercry 
one  will  pray  for  me,  that  my  faith 
fail  not.  I  am  longing  for  death, 
and  in  firm  expectation  of  a  glo- 
rious resurrection  to  eternal  life. 
'  Your  most  obliged  • 
^  And  dying  servant, 

^  N.  Mooney.' 

When  his  irons  were  taken  off, 
he,  smiling,  said,  ^  Death  has  no 
sting  for  me ;'  and  when  released 
from  this  incumbrance  he  ejaculated, 
^  I  have  got  rid  of  the  chain  of  my 
sins  !*  and  he  appeared  cheerful. 
When  the  executioner  put  the  rope 
about  his  neck,  he  said,  ^  Welcome, 
halter!  I  am  saved  as  the  thief  upon 
the  cross.'  Coming  to  the  fatal  tree, 
his  expression  was,  *  Welcome, 
gallows  I  for  1  have  deserved  thee 
many  years.' 

The  executioner  was  about  to  tie 
up  Jones  ;  but,  with  much  earnest, 
ness,  Mooney  exclaimed,  *  Tie  me 
up  first,  for  1  am  the  greatest  sin. 
ner  ;'  and  then  said,  *  As  the  breath 
leaves  my  body,  from  my  sincere 
repentance,  1  am  confident  I  shall 
go  to  heaven.'  So  saying,  and  we 
trust  his  words  were  verified,  with 
the  two  other  unfortunate  men,  he 
yielded  up  his  life;  all  of  them 
hoping  forgiveness  in  that  to 
come* 
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'P^rantofiiatiire!  Matter  of  the  world ! 
Where'er  thj  Provideoce  direct!,  behold 
My  itept  with  cheerful  resignation  tarn. 
Fate  leads  the  willing,  drag!  the  back- 
ward on : 


Why  ahouid  I  grieve,  when  grievfaig  I  muit 

bear; 
Or  take,  with  guilt,  what  guiltless  I  might 

share  V 


THOMAS  WILFORD, 

EXECUTED  FOR  Tm  MURDEEK  OF  HIS  WIFE. 


In  this  malefactor,  a  wretch  of 
the  most  depraved  and  low  class  of 
the  metropolis,  we  find  the  passion 
of  loTe  inflamed  by  the  ^  green, 
eyed  monster'  into  jealousy ;  which, 
as  in  greater  men,  knowing  no 
bounds,  works  up  the  mind  to  mad. 
ness  and  desperation.  The  murder, 
in  such  instances,  of  the  fair,  and, 
too  often,  the  frail  partner  of  the 
heart,  generally  ensues. 

The  jealous  subject  of  our  narra- 
tiTe  was  born  of  very  poor  parents, 
at  Fulham,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex ;  and,  coming  into  the  world 
with  only  one  arm,  he  was  received 
into  the  workhouse,  where  he  was 
employed  in  going  of  errands  for 
the  paupers,  and  occasionally  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  to^rn  ;  and 
he  was  distinguished  by  his  inoflfen- 
siTe  beha^viour. 

A  girl  of  ill  fame,  named  Sarah 
Williams,  being  passed  from  the 
parish  of  St.  Giles'  in  the  Fields  to 
the  same  workhouse,had  art  enough 
to  persuade  Wilford  to  marry  her, 
though  he  was  then  only  seventeen 
years  of  age  ;  and  their  inclinations 
being  made  known  to  the  church- 
wardens,  they  gave  the  intended 
bride  forty  shillings,  to  enable  her 
to  begin  the  world. 

The  young  couple  now  went  to 
the  Fleet,  and  were  married ;  after 
which  they  took  lodgings  in  St. 
Giles's;  and  it  was  only  on  the 
Sunday  succeeding  the  marriage 
that  the  murder  was  perpetrated. 
On  that  day  the  wife,  having  been 
out  with  an  old  acquaintance,  staid 
till  midnight ;  and,  on  her  return, 
Wilford,  who  was  jealous  of  her 
conduct,  asked  her  where  she  had 


been*  She  said  ^  To  the  Park,'  and 
would  giro  him  no  other  answer ;  a 
circumstance  that  inflamed  him  to 
such  a  degree,  that  a  violent  quarrel 
ensued ;  the  consequence  of  which 
was  fatal  to  the  wife ;  for  Wil ford's 
passions  were  so  irritated,  that  he 
seized  a  knife,  and,  she  advancing 
towards  him,  he  threw  her  down, 
and,  kneeling  on  her,  cut  her 
throat,  so  that  her  head  was  almost 
severed  from  her  body. 

He  had  no  sooner  committed  the 
horrid  deed  than  he  threw  down 
the  knife,  opened  the  chamber- 
door,  and  was  going  down  stairs, 
when  a  woman,  who  lodged  in  an 
adjacent  room,  asked  who  was 
there ;  to  which  Wilford  replied, 
^  It  is  me;  I  have  murdered  my 
poor  wife,  whom  I  loved  as  dviarly 
as  my  own  life.' 

On  this  the  woman  went  down  to 
the  landlord  of  the  house,  and  was 
immediately  followed  by  Wilford, 
who  said  he  had  killed  the  woman 
that  he  loved  beyond  all  the  world, 
and  was  willing  to  die  for  the  crime 
he  had  committed  ;  and  he  did  not 
make  the  slightest  efibrt  to  escape. 

On  this  the  landlord  called  the 
watch,  who,  taking  Wilford  into 
custody,  confined  him  for  that  night, 
and  on  the  following  day  he  was 
committed  to  Newgate  by  Justice 
Fielding. 

Being  arraigned  on  the  first  day 
of  the  following  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  he  pleaded  guilty  ;  but,  the 
Court  refusing  to  record  his  plea, 
he  was  put  by  till  the  last  day, 
when  he  again  pleaded  guilty,  but 
was  prevailed  on  to  put  himself  on 
his  trial. 
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Aceordingly  the  (rial  came  on, 
daring  which  the  prisoner  did  not 
seek  to  extenuate  the  crime  of  which 
ke  had  been  goilty;  on  the  con. 
trary,  iiis  penitent  behaTiour  and 
iowing  tears  seemed  to  testify  the 
sense  he  entertained  of  his  offence* 
Efery  person  present  seemed  pene* 
trated  with  grief  for  his  misfor- 
tnnes* 

The  case  of  this  malefactor  has 
been  inserted  because  he  was  the 
first  tiiat  suffered  in  consequence  of 
an  act  Uiat  passed  in  the  year  1751, 
for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
murder,  which  decrees  that  the  con. 
Tict  shall  be  executed  on  the  second 
da/  after  conviction  :  for  which 
reason  it  has  been  customary  to  try 
persons  charged  with  murder  on  a 
;  by  which  indulgence,  in 
of  conTictlon,  the  execution  of 
the  sentence  is  necessarily  post- 
poned  till  Monday  ;  and  by  the 
same  act  it  is  ordained  that  the 
convicted  murderer  shall  be  either 
hung  in  chains  or  anatomized. 

The  jury  haTing  found  Wilford 
gaihy)  sentence  against  htm  was 


pronounced  in  the  fbltowing  terms  ; 
^  Thomas  Wilford,  you  stand  con- 
victed of  the  horrid  and  annate  rai 
crime  of  murdering  Sarah^  yonr 
wife.  This  Court  doth  ailjudge 
that  you  be  taken  back  to  the  place 
from  whence  you  came  ;  and  there 
to  be  fed  on  bread  and  water  till 
Wednesday  next,  when  you  are  to 
be  taken  to  the  common  place  of 
execution,  and  there  hanged  by  the 
neck  until  you  are  dead ;  after 
which  your  body  is  to  t>e  publicly 
dissected  and  anatomized,  agreeably 
to  an  act  of  Parliament  in  that  case 
made  and  provided  ;  and  may  God 
Almighty  have  mercy  on  your 
soul !' 

Both  before  and  after  conviction 
Wilford  behaved  as  a  real  penitent, 
and  at  the  place  of  execution  he  ex. 
hibitcd  the  most  genuine  signs  of 
contrition  for  the  crime  of  which  he 
had  been  guilty. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on 
the  22d  of  June,  175^,  and  died 
more  lamented  than  almost  any 
murderer  has  ercr  done  at  the  fatal 
tree. 


MOSES  MORAVIA  AND  JOHN  MANOUllY, 

CONVICTED  OF  A  CONSPIRACY. 


Ship  insurers,  about  this  time, 
were  greatly  defrauded  by  conspi- 
racies of  villains  to  sink  vessels,  in 
order  to  come  upon  the  under- 
writers ;  a  similar  offence  to  a  man's 
setting  hu  house  on  fire,  in  order  to 
cheat  the  fire-office. 

it  was  usual  for  those  who  prac- 
tised* the  imposition  upon  ship  in- 
sarers  to  purchase  goods,  pay  for 
them,  get  them  on  board,  and,  in 
the  night-time,  take  them  clandes. 
tinely  out  of  the  ship,  and  dispose 
of  them  for  what  they  would  bring. 
Thus,  when  they  had  sunk  the  ship, 
they  could  produce  receipts  for  the 
goodfy  and  the  ahifiping  papers 
for  tlM  eaae ;  upon  which  iha  in* 


surers  were  compelled  to  pay  the 
amount. 

This  was  precisely  the  crime 
proved  upon  these  Jews,  who,  con- 
spiring with  one  Samuel  Wilson, 
who  died  before  his  trial  came  on, 
and  Captain  Misson,  commander  of 
the  ship  Elizabeth  and  Martha,  sunk 
that  fine  ship  at  sea,  in  order  to  de- 
fraud the  underwriters.  Misson 
absconded,  and  a  reward  of  fifty 
pounds  was  offered  for  apprehend- 
ing him ;  but  we  are  sorry  at  not 
finding  that  he  was  erer  brought  t0 
justice. 

Moravia  and  Manonry  weve  air. 
raigned  for  this  offence  at  4fae  bar 
of  the  Old  Bailey^  on  Uw  37th  of 
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^uoe,  176^  and,  after  a  long  trial) 
Coood  guilty. 

Solonon  Carolina,  another  Jew, 
was  tried  with  them,  as  an  accom- 
plice; butthe  proof  not  fully  reach, 
log  him,  he  was  acquitted. 

They  were  sentenced  to  a  year's 
imprisonment  in  Newgate,  and  in 
that  time  lo  stand  on  the  pillory, 
once  on  Tower  Hill  and  once  at  the 
Royal  Exchange ;  to  pay  a  fine  of 
twenty  pounds  each ;  and  to  find  se- 
curities for  their  good  beha? lour  for 
five  years,  thcmsel? cs  in  two  hun- 
dred pounds  each,  and  such  other 


securities  as  the  Court  might  re- 
quire. 

In  undergoing  the  punishment  of 
the  pillory,  though  the  mob  handled 
them  according  to  their  deserts,  yet 
we  cannot  relinquish  the  idea  we' 
haTe  formed  that  a  halter  was  their 
due. 

We  hare  seen  that  Captain 
Lancey  was  hanged  for  a  similar 
crime ;  and,  though  he  commanded 
his  ship  when  he  burnt  her,  yet 
accomplices  are,  by  the  law,  coubi- 
dcred  as  principals  in  the  crime 
committed. 


ANNE  WHALE  AND  SARAH  PLEDGE, 

SXeCUTSD  FOB  MURDER* 


In  CTery  horrid  case  which  we 
haTe  hitherto  adduced  some  sordid 
motiTC  b  apparent  for  (he  commis- 
sion of  the  Tcry  worst  of  murders. 
But  here  we  can  trace  none««no 
hatred  to  her  husband — no  lust- 
ful appetite  to  satisfy  by  criminal 
means— no  third  of  her  husband's 
worldly  possessions  prompted  her 
to  the  wicked  deed.  We  cannot 
admit  that  a  woman  can  hate  such 
influence  oyer  a  woman  as  to  per- 
suade her  to  murder  her  husband ! 
especially  a  sober  and  affectionate 
Iiusband. 

The  wretched  woman  appears  to 
have  been  seduced  by  the  serpent 
with  much  greater  facility  than  our 
first  mother.  She  was  tempted 
by  an  apple;  but  this  degenerate 
daughter  appears  to  have  been  ac- 
tuatedby  no  moti? e ;  unless,  indeed, 
to  gratify  her  faithless  friend's  lurk. 
ing  rcTcngc,  in  shedding  the  blood 
of  her  innocent  husband,  can  be 
admitted  in  extenuation. 

Anne  Whale  was  born  of  respect- 
able parents,  at  Horsham,  in  Sus. 
sex;  but  her  father  dying  in  her 
infancy^  she  was  left  to  the  care  of 
her  mother. 
.  ■  Early  in  life  she  gate  Cfidcncc 


of  an  uncontrollable  disposition ; 
and,  haTing  a  dispute  with  her  mo- 
ther,  she  wandered  into  the  coun- 
try, and  associated  with  people  of 
bad  character ;  but  her  mother,  in 
order  to  sate  her  from  rain,  at 
at  length  prerailcd  on  her  to  return 
home. 

Soon  after  this  she  was  addressed 
by  a  sober  young  man,  named  James 
Whale;  and,  as  a  relation  had  lately 
left  her  a  legacy  of  eighty  pounds, 
payable  when  she  was  of  age,  and 
the  mother  readily  consenting  to 
their  alliance,  the  marriage  took 
place. 

They  had  not  been  long  wedded 
when  they  went  to  reside  at  a  place 
called  Steepwood ;  but, soon  return- 
ing to  Horsham,  (hey  took  up  their 
residence  in  the  house  of  Sarah 
Pledge,  who  was  distantly  related 
to  Mn.  Whale. 

A  short  time  after  their  abode 
here,  a  misunderstanding  happening 
between  the  women,  Mr.  Whale 
forbad  Mrs.  Pledge  to  come  into 
his  apartment :  a  circumstance  that 
only  tended  to  foment  the  quar. 
rel. 

'  Soon  afterwards,  howoTer,  the 
women  were  priratcly  reconciled ; 
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and,  as  the  roan  was  remarkably 
sober,  and  thej  were  of  opposite 
characters,  it  is  the  less  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  they  sought  the  meant 
of  his  destraction. 

Mrs*  Whale  having  lain  in,  and 
being  tolerably  rccoiered,  Mrs. 
Pledge  took  the  advantage  of  her 
hasband's  absence  to  come  into  her 
room,  when  she  said,  ^  Nan,  let 
OS  get  rid  of  this  devil !'  (meaning 
Mr.  Whale.)  The  wife  said '  How 
can  we  do  it  ?'  To  which  the  other 
replied,  *  Let  us  give  him  a  dose  of 
poison.' 

The  abandoned  woman  too  rea* 
dily  consented  to  this  horrid  pro- 
fiotaJ^  and  the  only  difficulty  which 
appeared  to  ariso  was  how  the 
poison  should  be  procured. 

They  first  attempted  their  horrid 
purpose  by  roasting  spiders,  and 
putting  them  into  his  beer;  but, 
finding  this  did  not  produce  the 
effect,  Mrs.  Pledge  undertook  to 
purchase  something  more  effica- 
cious, and  for  that  purpose  went  to 
several  market-towns ;  but,  as  she 
w«nt  into  each  apothecary's  shop, 
she  either  saw,  or  fancied  she  saw, 
some  person  who  knew  her,  or 
that  her  conscience  interposed.  At 
length  she  went  to  an  apothecary 
at  Horsham,  to  whom  she  was  a 
stranger;  but  was  still  afraid, 
though  she  made  the  purchase. 

Hastening  to  her  more  wicked 
friend,  she  gave  her  the  bane,  and 
Anne,  with  equal  dispatch,  adminis. 
tered  it;  for,  at  the  moment  her 
httslNUid  was  fondling  their  child, 
oo  whom  he  doted,  she  mixed  it  In 


ing  torments  occasioned  by  the  cor- 
rosive mineral — and  the  next  day 
expired!  But  the  neighbours  sus- 
pecting that  his.  death  was  occa- 
sioned by  some  sinister  arts,  a  sur- 
geon examined  the  body,  and  the 
coroner's  jury,  being  summoned, 
brought  in  a  verdict  of  '  wilful 
murder*' 

Hereupon  Mrs.  Whale  and  Mrs. 
Pledge  being  taken  into  custody, 
and  carried  before  a  magistrate,  the 
latter  wished  to  become  evidence ; 
but  being  separately  examined,  and 
both  confessing  the  fact,  they  were 
committed  to  Horsham  gaol. 

On  their  trials  the  confessions 
which  they  had  signed  were  read  ; 
and,  some  corroborative  evidence 
arising,  they  were  convicted,-  and 
received  sentence  of  death. 

For  some  time  after  conviction 
Mrs.  Pledge  behaved  in  the  most 
hardened  manner,  making  use  of 
profane  expressions,  and  declaring 
that  she  would  fight  with  the  hang- 
man at  the  place  of  execution.  On 
the  contrary,  Mrs.  Whale  acknow- 
ledged the  justice  of  the  sentence 
which  had  condemned  her,  and  gave 
evident  signs  of  her  being  a  real 
penitent. 

On  the  evening  preceding  their 
execution  the  clergyman  who  at- 
tended them  brought  Mrs.  Pledge 
into  a  better  state  of  mind,  and  then 
administered  the  sacrament  to  both 
the  convicts. 

An  immense  crowd  attended  at 
the  place  of  execution,  (Horsham, 
in  Sussex,)  where  Pledge  was  hang- 
ed; and  Whale,  being  tied  to  a 
basty-pudding  preparing  for  stake,  was  first  strangled,  and  then 
bii  supper.  Unsuspicious,  the  af.  burned  to  ashes,  in  the  twenty-first 
fectionate,  but  unfortunate  man,  year  of  her  age,  on  the  14th  of 
ate— was  soon  seized  with  the  rack-    August,  1 752.* 

*  We  find  another  •hocking  instance  of  revenging  injaries  done  b^  one  person  on  the 
bodj  of  another  in  the  case  otRachel  Beaacbamp.  This  wretch  hating  quarrelled  with 
another  woman,  her  neighboor,  and  not  being  able  to  obtain  of  her  the  satisfaction  she 
thirsted  for,  bveigled  from  home  the  child  ci  her  antagonist,  a  beaatifal  little  girl,  of 
four  jfcart  of  age,  and  cut  its  throat !  For  this  ouprovolwd  murder  she  was  hanged  at 
Tjfbnni,  the  lAb  day  of  JaDiwry»  175f. 
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WILLIAM  MONTGOMERY, 

EXECUTED  FOK  DEFKAUOIIfG  HIS  CREDITORS. 

In  a  CQuntiy  like  Eogland,  and  creditors  the  remains  of  his  stock, 

■lore  evpccially  wfceii  we  view  the  provided  thej  will  allow  him  time 

vrergrown  capital,  w^  niist  advo-  to  retriete  his  losses,  is  cast  into 

cate   ads   of   iiisol?ency,    thoagh  prison    bj*>a  single  hard-hearted 

pradnctive  of  crimes  in  fraudulent  unrelenting  claimant.     Yet  u  this 

debtors.  constantly  done  in  Britain. 

The  good  of  many  must  be  pre.  Why  is  such  a  man   cast  into 

enHiieBt  to  the  Tilhiiny  of  a  few ;  a  loathsome  prison,   ranked  with 

Mid,  where  we  find  one  punished  for  criminals;   ami,  in  despair,   com. 

abuse  of  the  lenity  of  the  legisla-  polled   to  repent  of  his  honesty  ? 

life  body,  there  are  happily  thou-  Conscious  of  his  innocence,  he  lived 

aands  of  unfortanate  souls  rescued  easy  and  happy  under  the  protec- 

from  the  horrors  of  a  prison,  where  tion  of  thof^e  laws,  which,  it  i ^  true, 

they  had  been  long  immured,  with,  he  violated,  but  not  intentionally. 

omt  the  aoeans  of  support,  much  less  Laws  are  dictated  by  the  avarice  of 

the  capability  of  satisfying  the  de-  the  rich,  and  tacitly  accepted  by 

maods  of  inexorable  creditors.  the  poor,  seduced  by  that  flattering 

The  necessity  of  good  faith    in  and  universal  hope,   uhich  makes 

contracts,  and  the  suppoK  of  com.  »en  believe  that  all  unlucky  acct. 

nerce,    oblige    the   legislattire    to  dents  are  the  lot  of  others,  and  the 

secure,  for  the  creditors,  the  per.  most  fortunate  only  their  own  share. 

Sena  of  the  bankrupts ;  and  in  this  Mankind,  when  influenced  by  the 

point  of  view  may  the  subject  of  first  impressions,  love  cruel  laws, 

Chb  case,  and  all  others  who  take  although,    being  subject   to  them 

the  benefit  of  an  act  of  insolvency,  themselves,    it   is   the   interest   of 

be  considered.  every  person  that  they  should  be  as 

The  fraudulent  bankrupt  should  mild  as  posMble ;  but  the  fear  of 

lie   punished   in   the  same  manner  being  injured  is  always  far  more 

as    he    who    adulterates    the  coin  prevalent  than  the  intentioB  of  in- 

of  the  realm  ;  for,  to  falsify  a  piece  juring  others, 

•of  coin,  which  is  a  pledge  of  mutual  But  to  return  to  the  innocent 

obligations  between  men,  is  not  a  bankrupt.     Let  his   debt,   if  yon 

greater  crime  than  to  violate  the  will,  not  be  considered  as  cancelled 

«iMigatioiis  themselves.  till  payment  of  the  whole ;  lot  him 

But  the  bankrupt  who,  after  a  be  refused  the  liberty  of  halving  the 

a<riotexamination,has proved  before  country  without  leave  of  his  ere- 

•Che  commissioners  that  either  the  dttors,  or  of  carrying  into  another 

fraod  or  losses  of  others,  or  misfor-  nation  that  industry,  which,  under 

4unes  unavoidable   by  human  pru-  a  penalty,  he  should  be  obliged  to 

4lence,  have  stripped  him  of  Ms  sub.  employ  for  their  benefit ;  but  what 

•tanofr-— itpon  "what  barbarous  pre.  pretence  can  justify  the  d^yriving 

4ence  is  he  thrown  into  prisofi,  and  an   innocent,    though   unfortunate 

thus  deprived  of  the  only  remaining  man,   of  bis   liberty,  without  the 

4pood,  the  meAaneholy  enjoyment  of  least  utility  to  his  creditors  ? 

'Mere  liberty  ?     Still  more  hard  the  Then  It  may  in  answer  be  said, 

case  of  an  unfortunate  trader,  who,  that  the  hardships  of  conliocment 

^disclosing  his   whole  transactions,  will   induce  him   to    discover    his 

and  ofiering  to  assign  over  to  his  fraudulent  trensactiont;  an  4>vent 
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(hat  can  hardly  be  supposed,  after 
a  rigorous  examinatiou  into  his  con- 
doct  and  afiairs. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  distinguish 
fraud,  attended  with  aggrarating 
circumstances,  from  simple  fraud, 
and  that  from  perfect  innocence. 
For  the  first,  let  there  be  ordained 
the  same  punishment  as  for  forgery. 
For  the  second,  a  punishment  with 
the  loss  of  liberty ;  and,  if  perfectly 
innocent,  let  the  bankrupt  himself 
choose  the  method  of  re-establishing 
himself,  and  satisfying  his  creditors. 

With  what  ease  might  a  vagacious 
legislator  prerent  the  greatest  part 
of  fraudulent  bankruptcies,  and  re* 
medy  the  misfortunes  that  befall 
the  honest  and  industrious !  A 
public  register  of  all  contracts, 
with  the  liberty  of  consulting  it 
allowed  to  each  tradesman,  and  a 
public  fiiuil,  formed  by  the  contri. 
hntion  of  fortunate  merchants,  for 
the  timely  assistance  of  unfortunate 
industry,  would  be  establishments 
that  could  produce  no  real  incon. 
reniencca,  and  many  advantages. 

Several  eminent  bankers,  in  the 
history  of  the  trade  of  London,  by 
an  unexpected  run  upon  their  house, 
must  have  become  bankrupts,  and 
thereby  embarrassed  thousands,  had 
not  the  Bank  of  England  come  to 
their  succour ;  but,  alas !  the  un- 
fortooate  tradesman  has  no  one  to 
catch  his  fall.  Unhappily,  the  most 
simple,  the  easiest  regulations,  wait 
only  the  nod  of  the  legislator,  to 
diitise  through  nations  wealth, 
power,  and  felicity;  laws  which 
would  be  regarded  by  future  gene* 
rations  with  eternal  gratitude  are 
either  unknown  or  rejected  ;  and  a 
restless  and  trifling  spirit,  the  timid 
pradeace  of  the  present  moment,  or 
a  distrust  and  aversion  to  the  most 
astfal  motives,  possess  the  minds  of 
those  who  are  empowered  to  regu- 
late the  actions  of  mankind. 


It  mast,  at  the  same  time,  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  baseness  of  a 
few  failures  often  tends  to  render 
callous  the  feelings  of  creditors. 

Few  acts  of  insolvency  have  been 
carried  into  eflfect,  without  the  de- 
tection of  fraud.  Eager  to  embrace 
its  benefits,  and  thus  rid  them  of 
debt,  men  will  wade  through  per- 
jury, and  employ  every  means,  to 
accomplish  their  purpose. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  pri- 
sons in  London,  during  the  riots  of 
the  year  17B0,  an  act  was  passed 
for  the  purpose  of  absolving  all  who 
had  then  been  .confined.  Of  this 
every  rascal  in  London  was  ready 
to  take  the  advantage.  A  mere 
form  was  only  necessary*— to  enter 
their  names ;  but  the  signatures  be- 
came so  Tery  numerous,  that  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Mansfield,  to  his  in* 
finite  honour,  ordered  the  lists  to 
be  printed  and  published,  which 
put  to  the  rout  whole  hives  of  im- 
postors. Names  were  therein  found 
that  might  as  well  have  expected  to 
appear  in  the  list  of  Gazette  pro- 
motions. 

A  man  of  this  description  was 
the  subject  who  led  to  this  inq^iiry. 

William  Montgomery  was  a  na- 
tive of  Elphinstone,  in  Scotland, 
and  educated  in  the  Presbyterian 
form  of  religion. 

His  father  dying  when  he  was 
about  thirteen  years  old,  his  mother 
sent  him  to  sea  in  a  ship  belonging 
to  Alloa.  Having  continued  in  the 
naval  line  of  business  some  years, 
he  at  length  married,  and  opened  a 
public  house  in  Bishopsgate  Street ; 
and,  dealing  largely  as  a  smuggler, 
he  frequently  went  to  Holland,  to 
bring  home  prohibited  goods. 

Quitting  Bishopsgate  Street,  he 
lived  some  years  at  the  sign  of  the 
Highlander,  in  Shadwell ;  but,  on 
the  death  of  his  wife,  he  resolved 
to  decline  business  as  a  publican. 
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Hating,  howerer/favtt]  totac  mo. 
ney,  he  entered  again  into  tlie  ma. 
trtmotiiai  state,  and,  taking  a  lionse 
in  Nightingale  Lane,  he  let  lodgings 
to  seafaring  men. 

Meeting  with  sncoess,  he  took  a 
•hop  as  a  seller  of  seamen's  clothes  ; 
but  left  the  care  of  it  chiefly  to  his 
wife,  wMle  he  employed  his  own 
time  in  frequent  trips  to  Holland, 
in  pursuit  of  his  former  illicit  prac. 
tice  of  smuggling. 

An  act  of  insolrency  passing  in 
the  year  1748,  farorable  to  such 
persons  as  had  been  in  foreign  parts 
fugitiTCs  fop  debt,  Montgomery 
took  the  benefit  of  it,  swearing  that 
he  was  at  Rotterdam  on  the  last 
day  of  the  preceding  year :  in  con* 
sequence  of  which  he  was  cleared 
of  his  debts,  to  the  injury  of  his 
creditors. 

No  notice  was  taken  of  this  aflfair 
till  Che  expiration  of  four  years, 
when  Montgomery  ha?iog  arrested 
a  neighbour,  the  man  gate  notice 
of  his  former  transactions  to  one 
of  his  creditors,  who  laying  an  in- 
formation  before  the  lord  mayor, 
Montgomery  was  lodged  in  New. 
gate  on  suspicion. 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the  next 
sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  several 
persons  deposed  that  they  spent  the 
erening  with  him  at  his  own  house 
at  the  time  that  he  alleged  that  he 
was  in  Holland,  in  order  to  take 
the  benefit  of  the  act :  so  that  he 
was  convicted,  and  received  sen. 
tence  to  die. 

For  some  time  after  conviction 
he  behaved  with  apparent  signs  of 
devotion;  but  asserted  his  inno. 
ceoce,  and  said  that  the  evidences 
against  him  wer^  perjured ;  and 
in  this  tale  he  continued  till  the 
arrival  of  the  warrant  for  his  exe. 
cation.   . 


Being  pressed  by  the  divine  who 
attended  him  to  tell  the  truth,  he 
persisted  in  the  former  story  till  the 
Friday  before  his  death ;  bat  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  day  he  acknow. 
ledged  that  after  having  been  on 
board  a  Dutch  vessel,  in  c»rder  to 
take  his  passage  for  Holland,  he 
had  come  on  shore,  owing  to  con. 
trary  winds*    ' 

On  the  following  .day  he  insisted 
that,  ^  as  he  had  been  sworn  accord- 
ing to  the  methods  used  in  Scotland, 
without  kissing  the  book,  his  crime 
could  not  come  within  the  meaning 
of  the  act'  In  reply  to  this  he 
was  told  that  the  mode  of  adminis- 
taring  could  make  no  difference  in 
the  nature  of  an  oath. 

Hereupon  he  made  a  full  confcs. 
sioo  of  his  crime ;  and  owned  that, 
having  come  on  shore,  be  concealed 
himself  for  some  weeks  in  his  own 
house;  then  appeared  publicly, 
sajring  that  he  had  been  at  Rotter- 
dam: after  which  he  surrendered 
to  the  Warden  of  the  Fleet  prison, 
and  obtained  the  benefit  of  the  act 
of  insolvency. 

On  the  Sunday  following,  when 
he  was  pressed  to  declare  the  whole 
truth,  he  exclaimed,  <  What  would 
you  have  me  say?  I  have  told 
you  all  the  truth,  and  I  can  say  no 
otherwise  than  I  have  done.  If  I 
did,  I  !ihould  belie  myself,  and  my 
own  knowledge.* 

This  malefactor  appeared  dread, 
fully  shocked  on  the  morning  of 
execution,  and  wished  for  sometime 
for  repentance,  which  he  now  con. 
sidered  as  highly  necessary.  At 
the  place  of  execution  he  warned 
the  spectators  to  beware  of  covet, 
ousoess,  which  had  been  the  cause 
of  his  destruction  ;  after  which  he 
was  launched  into  eternity,  on  the 
U  of  December,  176^,  at  Tybnm. 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  LANCEY, 

EXECUrED    FOR  BUKNINCt   UIS  Sill 

'  TmsunroTtunatcman  Tullailupo 
D  artful  .-iiid  Mickud  tillain,  his 
■plojrcr,  who  at  tliu  lime  wns  a 
'(graceful  niiMnber  uf  the  Hi 

TOfliani;  anil  who,  to  avuiil  the 
piini>li<nent  due  lu  hia  crimes,  ileJ, 
left  the  unforlunala  6uhji:ct, 
r  *bo«o  case  ii  bi:ror(i  us,  a  riclim 
[  IB  krt  btuencfli. 

CspUin  Joha  Lanccy  was  a  nn. 
Ck  of  Biddefurd,   in  Ouionshirc, 
kmpeclably   born,   ant!    wtll   cclu. 
'  ited.     As  he  gate  early  proors  of     which  (ended  considerably 
1  inclination  fur  a  seafaring  life,     povcrish  ''         "" 
I  WW  Uught  navigation,  wat  at 
nn  to   hit    iludicj,   nnil   gaTi 
lofi  of  A  goodness  of  dispi 
promitL'd  a  better  fate  than 
jflcrwanU  al tended  him. 

l^accy  cas  sent  to  sea  us  mate 
uf  a  «hip,  uf  which  Mr.  flenion. 
"Oh  niorcbanl 


proprietor.  Lanccy,  having  oiar. 
ried  a  relation  uf  Uenton's,  was 
eouii  udiLinctd  to  the  cominaiid  of 

Thii  Bens 
bur  of  parliament  for  ilarnstapie, 
in  Devonshire;  and  what  kind  of 
character  he  deserted  will  appear 
in  the  sequel. 

After  Luncey  had  returned  from 
a  long  voyage  he  was  for  a  consi- 
derable liflie  confined  to  his  bed  by 
'  ilent  illness,   the  expense   of 
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This  proposal  appeared  shocking 
to  Lancey,  who  thought  it  but  a 
trial  of  his  hooesly ;  aod  he  declared 
bis  senHments,  sa  jiog  that  he  would 
ncTer  take  any  part  in  a  transac. 
tion  so  totally  opposite  to  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  conduct 

For  the  present  nothing  more 
was  said ;  but  soon  afterwards  Ben- 
son invited  Lancey  and  several  other 
gentlemen  to  dine  with  him.  The 
entertainment  was  liberal  ;  and, 
Captain  Lancey  being  asked  .to 
stay  after  the  rest  of  the  company 
wore  gone,  Mr.  Benson  took  him 
to  a  summer-honte  in  ihe  garden, 
where  he  again  proposed  the  de- 
stroying the  ship,  and  urged  it  in  a 
manner  that  proved  he  was  in 
earnest. 

Captain  Lancey  Resilated  a  short 
time  on  this  proposal,  and  then  de- 
clined to  have  any  concern  in  so 
iniquitous  a  scheme ;  declaring  that 
he  would  seek  other  employment 
rather  than  take  any  part  in  such  a 
transaction  ;  but  Benson,  resolving 
if  possible  not  to  lose  his  agent, 
prevailed  on  him  to  drink  freely, 
and  then  urged  every  argument  he 
could  think  of  to  prevail  on  him  to 
undertake  the  business,  promising 
to  shelter  him  from  punishment  in 
case  of  detection. 

Lancey  still  hesitated ;  but  when 
Benson  mentioned  the  poverty  to 
which  his  family  was  reduced  by 
his  late  illness,  and  offered  such 
flattering  prospects  of  protection, 
the  unhappy  man  at  length  yielded 
to  his  employer's  persuasions. 

A  ship  was  now  fitted  out,  and 
bound  for  Maryland :  goods  to  a 
large  amount  were  shipped  on 
board,  but  re-landed  before  the 
vessel  sailed,  and  a  lading  of  brick- 
bats taken  in  by  way  of  ballast. 

They  had  not  been  long  at  sea 
when  a  hole  was  bored  in  the  side 
of  the  ship,  and  a  cask  of  combust!, 
ble  ingredients  was  set  on  fire  with 


a  view  to  destroy  her.  The  fire  no 
sooner  appeared  than  the  captain 
called  to  some  convicted  transports 
then  in  the  hold,  to  inquire  if  they 
had  fired  the  vessel ;  which  appears 
to  have  been  only  a  feint,  to  con- 
ceal the  real  design. 

The  boat  being  hoisted  out,  all 
the  crew  got  safe  on  shore;  and 
then  Lancey  repaired  immediately 
to  Benson,  to  inform  him  of  what 
had  passed :  Benson  instantly  dis- 
patched him  to  a  proctor,  before 
whom  he  swore  that  the  ship  had 
accidentally  taken  fire,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  prevent  the  con- 
sequences which  followed. 

Lancey  now  repaired  to  his  own 
bouse,  and  continued  with  as  much 
apparent  unconcern  m  if  anch  a 
piece  of  villainy  had  not  boon  per- 
petrated ;  but  be  was  soon  after- 
wards taken  into  custody  by  aeon, 
stable,  who  informed  him  that  oath 
had  been  made  of  the  transaction 
before  the  mayor  of  Exeter  by  one 
of  the  seamen.  Lancey,  however, 
did  not  express  much  concern,  se- 
cure in  his  idea  of  protection  from 
the  supposed  influence  of  Btnson. 

On  the  following  day  fannry, 
and  one  of  the  snipes  ciew,  vnre 
committed  to  the  gaol  of  Szniar, 
where  they  remaioMl  thfoo  montiw ; 
and,  being  then  removed  to  Lon- 
don, were  examined  by  Sir  Thomas 
Salisbury,  the  judge  of  tile  Admi- 
ralty Court,  and  committed  to  the 
prison  of  the  Marshalsen.  Appli- 
cation was  afterwards  made  to  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  to  admit  timm 
to  bail ;  and  there  appeared  to  be 
no  objection  to  granting  the  favonr ; 
but  Benson,  on  whom  they  had  de- 
pended  for  bail,  had  absconded,  to 
escape  the  justice  due  to  bis  atro- 
cious crime. 

Being  committed  to  Newgate, 
they  were  brought  to  trial  at  the 
next  sessions  of  Admiralty  field  at 
tbeOld  Bailey ;  when  Laocey  was 
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Hpilallj  convictcil,  anil  receiteil 
mfence  ot  death  ;  but  (he  other 
s  acquitted. 

'Mxtrey  lay  in  prison  about  four 

ilha    after    coii'ictiuii,   during 

wkich  hi]  behaviour  wasallogethor 

^CHivittrnt  Kitli  his  unhappy  bjIiiu. 

dott.    Hit  ChrittUii  charity  wan  rt>. 

.  Buk«blo   touacds    tti'n»i>n ;    fur, 

Ifcough  that  wl(:k«d  mun  liiul  been 

the  cauEe  ami  iiiitigaturof  hh  ruin, 

jrct  be  nc*«r  once  rtlluctctl  on  him, 

but  Itnputetl  all   the  crioiu  (>i  him. 

ulf,  anil  3)ipeart.-d  to  behulijilin 

ib  genuine  light  of  ilufarmil). 

It  wai  pTHumed,  when  he  was 

*p\irebiin\itLi\,    that   he  might 


have  brcTi  adroitteil  an  evjdflnc« 
againil  Benson,  if  he  would  hsTo 
iiii|ieaiiheil  Ijim  ;  but  thii  hettuadlly 
rerusird  to  du. 

Hi*  devotional  exerciiei  were  ex. 
eniplary  :  he  aitcnded  pnyctt  in 
the  must  regular  maiiuvr,  and  gavo 
H*ery  proof  of  his  cunlriliOQ.  He 
was  aecumpti tiled  (u  the  [ilace  nf 
i-xeculion  by  livo  clergymen  ;  and, 
having  confoBsed  liis  KuHt  in  a 
speecli  to  the  lurroiiuding  multl. 
tude,  he  undfrwent  the  tenlcnco  of 
the  law  on  the  7lh.gf  June,  1754, 
at  L^xocution  Daek,  in  the  37lh 
year  of  hi^  agf- 


»  WillMi 


ANN  WILLIAMS, 

KXECUIED  rOH  Tlie  MUHOKR  OF  IIEU  HUSBAND. 

E  behaviour  of  this  fiend  had  dielalorlal ;  her  hu'hanii  the  Tfry 

[  been  a  preltide  to  the  diatio.  reverie.     lli«  mild  and  quiet  di«- 

I    crime  which  she  c»mniU(ed.  putition  scrted  imly  to  nur»a  her 

%ewai  in  her  family  lutbiilenl  and  oppasition  and  Tiolence.     fie  had 

.11.  45 
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long  gif  en  way  to  her  in  all  things, 
and  she,  in  return,  rated  him  iiiCh 
a  rod  of  iron. 

Before  the  commission  of  this 
horrid  deed  we  have  found  women 
make  use  of  m|in*s  unqualified  in- 
dulgence. Hence  arose  the  fulgar 
saying  of  ^  the  grey  mare  being  the 
better  horse,*  of  ^  hen-pecked  hus- 
bands,' and  many  other  irritating 
obserTadons  on  men  troubled  with 
shrews. 

One  of  the  wisest  of  the  ancient 
philosophers  had  his  Xantippe :  and 
the  poet  sings, 

'  When  man  to  woman  gives  t)ie  iway. 
To  what  ii  right  tbcj  oft  >ay  Nay.' 

The  i^iancy  of  the  more  unfor- 
tunate  man  in  question  conld  not 
shield  him  from  the  conseqacnce  of 
the  siicendency  she  had  over  him ; 
it  sunk  into  contempt,  and  she  de- 
termined to  rule  alone.  To  effect 
this,  her  wicked  heart  suggested 
the  death  of  her  husband.  For  this 
horrid  purpose  she  prerailed  on 
their  serrftbt.man  to  purchase  some 
while  mercury,  which  she  mixed  in 
some  gruel,  and  caused  him  to  eat 
it.  Thia  mode  of  administering  the 
poisoDi  It   was  conjectnredi  was 


adopted  in  contempt  of  him ;  for  it 
appeared  the  poor  man  did  not  like 
gruel.  She  then  directed  him  to 
draw  her  some  ale,  of  which  he  also 
drank ;  and  was  immediately  seised 
with  f  iolent  purging!  and  romiting. 
She  told  the  man,  whom  It  seems 
she  meant  afterwards  to  share  her 
l)ed,  that  she  *  had  giren  her  hut* 
band  the  stuff  he  brought,  and  that 
it  was  operating  purely.' 

The  dying  man,  in  his  agonies, 
said  his  wife  was  a  wicked  woman; 
that  he  was  well  until  she  made 
him  eat  some  pap,  which  had  dene 
his  business,  and  that  be  shovld  be 
a  dead  man  on  the  morrow ;  and, 
in  spite  of  medical  aid,  he  died  next 
day,  his  body  being  in  a  state  of 
mortification. 

The  horrid  crime  being  fully 
proved  against  her,  she  receiT^l 
lentenoe  to  be  burnt  at  the  stake, 
which  sentence  was  accordingly  car* 
ried  Into  execntion  at  Gloucester, 
April  IS,  1753,  among  a  number 
of  spectators,  who  showed  little 
pity  for  her  fate,  and  which  be- 
came still  more  shocking  from  dft* 
nying  the  fact,  so  incootrovertibly 
prored,  to  the  ?ery  last  moaeat  of 
her  existence. 


■«• 


DOCTOR  ARCHIBALD  CAMERON, 

EXECUTED   FOR  HIGH  TREASON. 


Tux  rebellion  haying  been  now 
suppressed  nearly  eight  years,  and 
the  Britiih  nation  enjoying  internal 
peace,  we  could  havo  wished  the 
royal  mercy  had  been  extended  to 
Dr.Cameron,  whose  priTate  charac- 
ter  was  unexceptionable.  Indeed 
the  Tcry  small  part  he  took  in  the 
crime,  for  which  he  suffered  equally 
with  the  most  acti?e  chief,  he  ap- 
pears to  hare  been  drawn  into  the 
commission  of  by  attending  his  el- 
der brother  alone  with  his  profes- 
sional ser?ices. 

By  an  act  of  attainder  passed 


the  year  after  the  rebelHoB,  for 
the  efiectaal  punishment  of  penoos 
ooooerned  in  it,  the  life  of  Dr.  Ga^i 
meroo  was  forfeited  to  its  rigour. 

The  brother  of  this  anfortiwate 
man  was  the  chief  of  thefkmily'of 
their  name  in  the  Highlands,  and 
had  obtuned  the  highest  degree  of 
reputation  by  his  zealous  and  ef- 
fectual endeavours  to  civilize  the 
manners  of  his  countrymen. 

Dr.  Cameron,  being  intended  by 
his  father  for  the  profession  of  the 
law,  was  sent  to  Glasgow,  wbene 
he  continued  his  studies  fone  yean ; 
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bat,  haflng  an  attachment  to  the 
practice  of  phjsic,  he  entered  in 
the  UniTcrsitj  of  Edinburgh  ;  from 
whence  he  went  to  Paris,  and  then 
completed  his  stadies  at  Ley  den,  in 
Holland. 

Though  well  qualified  to  ha?e  cut 
a  leipectable  fignro  in  any  capital 
city,  yet  he  chose  to  reside  for  life 
near  bis  nati? e  place ;  and,  har ing 
retarocd  to  the  Highlands,  he  mar* 
ried,  and  settled  in  the  small  town 
of  Lochaber;  where^  though  bis 
practice  was  limited,  his  gencrons 
conduct  rendered  him  the  delight 
and  the  blessing  of  the  neighbor* 
hood.  His  wife  bore  him  seren 
cfaildreo,  and  was  pregnant  of  the 
eighth  at  the  unfortunate  period  of 
his  death. 

While  Dr.  Cameron  was  living 
happy  in  the  domestic  way,  the  rc- 
belKoo  broke  out,  and  Isud  the 
foundation  of  the  ruin  of  himself 
and  his  family.  The  Pretender, 
having  landed,  went  to  the  house 
of  Mr.  McDonald,  and  sent  for  the 
doctor's  brother,  who  went  to  him, 
and  did  all  in  his  power  to  dis. 
iuado  him  from  an  undertaking 
from  which  nothing  but  ruin  could 
cnfue. 

The  elder  Mr.  Cameron  having 
preriouily  promised  to  bring  all  his 
clan  in  aid  of  the  Preteiider,  the 
latter  upbraided  him  with  an  inten- 
tion  of  breaking  his  promise ;  which 
so  affected  the  generous  spirit  of 
the  Highlander,  that  he  immediately 
went  and  took  leave  of  his  wife, 
and  gave  orders  for  his  Tassals,  to 
the  number  of  near  twelve  bun- 
dled, to  haVe  recourse  to  arms.* 

This  being  done,  ho  sent  for  his 
brother,  to  attend  him  as  a  phy. 
sidan ;  but  the  doctor  urged  every 
argument  against  so  rash  an  under* 
taking,  from  which  he  even  be- 


sought him  on  his  knees  to  desist. 
The  brother  would  not  be  denied ; 
and  the  doctor  at  length  agreed  to 
attend  him  as  a  physician,  though 
he  absolutely  refused  to  accept  of 
any  commission  in  the  rebel  army. 

This  unhappy  gentleman  was  dis. 
tinguished  by  his  humanity  ;  and 
gave  the  readiest  assistance,  by 
night  or  day,  to  any  wounded  men 
of  the  royal  army,  who  were  made 
prisoners  by  the  rebels.  His  bro- 
ther being  wounded  in  the  leg  at  the 
battle  of  Falkirk,  he  attended  him 
with  the  kindest  assiduity,  till  him- 
self was  likewise  slightly  wounded. 

Dr.  Cameron  exhibited  repeated 
instances  of  his  humanity :  but  when 
the  battle  of  Culloden  gare  a  deci- 
sive stroke  to  the  hopes  of  the  re- 
bels, he  and  his  brother  escaped  to 
the  western  islands,  whence  they 
sailed  to  France,  in  a  ressel  be- 
longing to  that  kingdom. 

The  doctor  was  appointed  phy« 
sician  to  a  French  regiment,  of 
which  his  brother  obtained  the 
command ;  but  the  latter  dying  at 
the  end  of  two  years,  the  doctor 
became  physician  to  Ogilvie's  regi- 
ment, then  in  Flanders. 

A  subscription  being  set  on  foot, 
in  England  and  Scotland,  in  the 
year  1750,  for  the  relief  of  those 
persons  who  had  been  attainted, 
and  escaped  into  foreign  countries, 
the  doctor  came  into  England  to 
receive  the  money  for  his  unfortu- 
nate fellow.su (Terers.  At  the  end 
of  two  years  another  subscription 
was  opened;  when  the  doctor, 
whose  pay  was  inadequate  to  the 
support  of  his  numerous  family, 
came  once  more  to  this  country; 
and,  having  written  a  number  of 
urgent  letters  to  bis  friends,  it  was 
rumoured  that  he  was  returned. 

Hereupon    a  detachment   from 


At  this  time  Mr.  Cameron's  estate  did  not  exceed  seven  hundred  pounds  per  an- 

.    Hit  being  able,  then,  to  arm  such  a  nnmbcr^  u  a  proof  of  the  poverty  and  the 

vaHslage  of  tbe  coontiy  at  that  period. 


u«. 
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Lord  George  Beauclcrk'si  regiment 
was  sent  in  search  of  him,  and  he 
was  talcen  in  the  following;  man- 
ner  : — Captain  Graves,  with  thirty 
soldiers,  going  towards  the  place 
where  it  was  presumed  he  was  con- 
cealed, saw  a  little  girl  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  a  village,  who,  on  their 
approach,  fled  towards  another  viU 
lagc.  She  was  pursued  by  a  ser- 
vant and  two  soldiers,  who  could 
only  come  near  enough  to  observe 
her  whispering  to  a  boy,  who 
seemed  to  have  been  placed  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  intelligence. 

Unable  to  overtake  the  boy, 
thry  presented  their  guns  at  him  ; 
on  which  he  fell  on  his  knees,  and 
begged"  his  life ;  which  they  pro« 
m'uied,  on  the  condition  that  he 
would  show  them  the  place  where 
Dr.  Cameron  was  concealed. 

The  boy  pointed  to  the  house 
where  he  was,  which  the  soldiers 
surrounded,  and  took  him  prisoner. 
Being  sent  to  Edinburgh,  he  was 
thence  conducted  to  London,  and 
committed  to  the  Tower. 

While  in  this  confinement  he  was 
denied  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  and  pa- 
per, nor  suflfercd  to  speak  to  his 
friends  but  when  the  warder  was 
present.  On  his  eiamination  be- 
fore the  lords  of  the  privy  council, 
he  denied  that  he  was  the  same 
Dr.  Cameron  whose  name  had  been 
mentioned  in  the  act  of  attainder ; 
which  made  it  necessary  to  procure 
living  evidence  to  prove  his  identity. 

Being  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
Court  of  King'a  Bench  on  the  17th 
of  May^  he  was  arraigned  on  the 
act  of  attainder,  when,  declining  to 
give  the  Court  any  farther  trouble, 
he  acknowledged  tiiat  he  was  the 
person  who  had  been  attainted ;  on 
which  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Lee 
pronounced  sentence  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : — <  Youy  Archibald  Ca- 
meroD,  of  Lochiel,  in  that  part  of 
C  rcat  Britain  called  Scotlasd,  must 


be  removed  from  hence  to  his  ma- 
jesty's prison  of  the  Tower  of  liOn- 
don,  from  whence  you  came,  and 
on  Thursday,  the  7th  of  June  next, 
your  body  to  be  drawn  on  a  sledge 
to  the  place  of  execution ;  there  to 
be  hanged,  but  not  till  yoii  an^ 
dead ;  your  bowels  to  be  taken 
out,  your  body  quartered,  your 
head  cut  off,  and  affixed  at  the 
king's  disposal ;  and  the  Lord  have 
mercy  on  your  soul !' 

After  his  commitment  to  the 
Tower  he  begged  to  sec  his  wife, 
who  was  then  at  Lisle,  in  Flanders ; 
and,  on  her  arrival,  the  meeting 
between  them  was  inexpressibly 
affecting.  The  unhappy  lady  wept 
incessantly,  on  reflecting  on  the 
fate  of  her  husband,  herself,  and 
numerous  family. 

Coming  to  take  her  final  leave  of 
him  on  the  morning  of  execution, 
she  was  so  agitated  by  her  contend- 
ing passions,  that  she  was  attacked 
by  repeated  fits;  and,  a  few  days 
after  the  death  of  her  unfortunate 
husband,  she  became  totally  de- 
prived of  her  senses. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  1753,  the 
sheriffs  went  to  the  Tower,  and 
demanded  the  body  of  Dr.  Archi- 
bald Cameron,  who  was  accordingly 
brought  to  them  by  William  Ran- 
ford,  Esq.  the  deputy-lieutenant. 

As  soon  as  he  was  seated  oo  the 
sledge,  whereon  he  was  to  be  drawn 
to  the  place  of  execution,  he  re- 
quested to  speak  to  his  wife ;  but 
being  informed  that  she  had  left  the 
Tower,  after  taking  leave  of  him, 
at  eight  o'clock,  he  replied  he  was 
sorry  for  it ;  upon  which  the  sledge 
moved  towards  Tyburn,  among  a 
great  number  of  spectators,  who 
all  pitied  his  situation*. 

The  doctor  was  dressed  in  a  light- 
coloured  coat,  red  waLitcoat,  and 
breeches,  and  a  new  bag- wig.  He 
looked  much  at  the  spectators  in 
the  houses  and'  balconies,  as  well  as 
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at  those  in  I  he  vlrccts,  and  bowed 
to  seTcral  persons  with  whom  he 
had  been  acquainted. 

At  a  quarter  past  twelve  the 
solemn  proccs2»ion  reached  Tyburn, 
where  he  looked  on  the  officers  and 
spectators  with  ao  undaunted  and 
composed  countenance ;  and,  as 
soon  as  unloosed  from  the  sledge,  he 
started  up,  and,  with  an  heroic  de- 
portment, stepped  up  Into  the  cart ; 
whence,  looking  round  with  uncon- 
cern on  all  the  apparatus  of  death, 
he  smiled.  Seeing  the  clergyman 
that  had  before  attended  him  coming 
up  the  steps,  he  came  forward  to 
meet  him,  and  endeavoured,  with  his 
fettered  hands,  to  help  him  up,  say- 
ing, *  So,  are  you  come  ? — this  is  a 
glorious  day  to  me:— 'tis  my  new 
birth-day !— there  arc  more  wit- 
nesjes  at  this  birth  than  at  my  first.' 

The  clergyman,  being  now  at  the 
side  of  thu  cart,  a^ked  ^  how  he  felt 
himself.'  lie  answered,  ^  Thank 
God,  I  am  very  well,  but  a  little 
fatigued  with  my  journey ;  but, 
blessed  be  God  !  i  am  now  cumc  to 
the  end  of  it.' 

The  sheriff  asking  the  clergy  man 
whether  he  would  be  long  about 
his  office,  Dr.  Cameron  immediately 
took  the  words,  and  said  he  re- 
quired but  very  little  time ;  for  It 
was  disagreeable  to  be  ihore,  and 
he  was  as  ioi patient  to  be  gone  as 
they  were. 

The  clergyman  then  demanded 
of  the  gentleman  who  had  spoken 
whether  he  was  the  sherilf,  and,  on 
being  answered  in  the  affirmativi*, 
he  told  him  Dr.  Cameron's  buniness 
would  be  chietly  with  him ;  thai  he 
had  something  to  communicate  to 
bhn,  if  he  would  take  the  trouble  to 
come  near,  which  he  very  readily 
complied  with,  and  endeavoured  to 
ride  his  horse  close  to  the  cart;  but 
tioding  the  beast  a  little  unruly,  and 
that  he  could  not  hear  what  the 


doctor  said  by  reason  of  the  noise 
of  the  multitude,  he  beckoned  with 
his  hand  for  silence,  but  to  no 
purpose;  upon  which  he  humanely 
ali::htcd,  and  came  up  to  the  steps  ; 
whence,  uith  great  civility  and  at- 
tention, he  listened  to  the  doctor, 
who  spuke  to  the  following  pur- 
pose : — 

^  Sir,  you  see  a  fellow-subjcct 
just  going  to  pay  his  last  debt :  I 
more  cheerfully  resign  iny  life,  as 
it  is  taken  from  me  for  doing  my 
duty,  according  to  my  conscience. 
1  freely  forgive  all  my  enemies,  and 
those  who  have  been  instrumental 
In  taking  away  my  life.  I  thank 
God  1  die  in  charity  with  all  men. 

^  As  to  my  religion,  1  die  a  stead- 
fast, though  unworthy,  member  of 
that  Cliurch  in  which  I  haye  always 
lived,  the  Church  of  England;  in 
whuse  communion  I  hope,  through 
the  merits  of  my  blessed  Saviour, 
for  forgiveness  of  my  sins,  for 
which  I  am  heartily  sorry. 

^  i'hc  custom  of  delivering  some- 
thing in  \«  riting,  on  such  occasions 
as  thisj  1  should  w  illingly  have  com- 
plied uith,  had  it  not  been  put  out 
of  my  puwcr,  being  denied  the  use 
of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  except  in 
the  prei^ence  of  sumeof  my  keepers. 
.  ^  Cur  what  1  intend  my  country 
should  he  informed  of,  with  regard 
to  my  dying  sentiments,  1  have,  by 
means  of  a  blunt  pencil,  endeavoured 
to  set  down  on  some  slips  of  paper, 
as  1  came  by  them,  in  as  legible 
characters  as  I  wa^  able;  and  theffe 
1  have  left  in  the  hands  of  my  wife, 
charging  her,  on  her  duty  to  her 
dving  husband,  to  transmit,  with 
ail  convenient  speed,  a  faithful 
transcript  of  them  to  you  ;  and  I 
am  contident  she  will  faithfully  dis. 
charge  the  trust.' 

This  truly  unfortunate  man  then 
told  the  sherifi*  he  would  no  longer 
presume   upon  his   patience;    but 
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the  sheriff,  with  looks  that  showed 
a  great  deal  of  coocern,  begged  he 
would  take  as  much  time  as  he 
pleased,  for  he  would  wait  until 
he  was  ready.  The  doctor  thanked 
him ;  and,  turning  to  the  clergy- 
maoi  said,  ^  1  hare  now  done  with 
this  world,  and  am  ready  to  lea?e  it.' 

He  now  joined  him  in  some  short 
prayers,  and  repeated  some  ejacu- 
lations out  of  the  Psalms ;  then  era- 
braced  the  clergyman,  and  took  his 
farewell. 

As  the  diTine  was  going  down 
from  the  cart  he  had  nearly  missed 
the  steps ;  which  the  doctor  obserr. 
ing ;  he  called  to  him  in  a  cheerful 
tone  of  Toice,  saying/ Take  care  ho  w 
you  go ;  I  think  you  don't  know 
this  way  as  well  as  I  do !'  and  now, 
fifing  the  signal,  the  c^rt  drew 
from  under  him. 

After  the  body  had  hung  twenty 
minatet  ,it  was  cut  down :  the 
heart  was  taken  out  and  burnt, 
but  it  was  not  quartered. 

On  the  following  Sunday  the 
remains  of  Dr.  Cameron  were  in- 


terred in  a  large  Taalt  In  tte  Saroy 
chapel. 

Such  was  the  end  of  an  aofdrta 
nato  man,  who  appears^  from  all 
we  hare  been  able  to  learn  of  him, 
to  hare  deserred  a  better  fate*  Well 
educated,  humane  in  dispoailion, 
the  kind  husband,  tender  father, 
and  afiectlonate  friend,  be  is  al- 
most the  last  one  wonld  have  sns- 
pccted  (e  hare  come  to  sndi  u  Ig- 
nominious end :  and,  indeed,  what 
ought  to  speak  in  his  pcaiie.  Us  fra. 
temal  affection  seems  to  !»▼•  led 
to  his  ruin. 

Dr.  Cameron  was  the  last  person 
who  suffered  on  account  of  (he  re- 
bellion ;  and,  of  ali  who  were  eon. 
cerned  in  it,  perhaps  be  was  the 
least  deserving  of  his  ealasaitois 
fate:  bat  the  ways  of  Protidence 
are  inscrutable ;  and  It  is  the  daty 
of  mortals  to  adore  that  dirine 
wisdom  which  they  cannot  compre- 
hend—that wisdom,  which,  being 
enwrapped  in  the  clouds  which  sur- 
round mortality,  will  be  dereloped 
In  a  future,  a  more  perfect,  state ! 


CHRISTOPHER  JOHNSON  AND  JOHN  STOCKDALE, 

EXECOTED  FOB  MURDER. 


In  the  account  of  Johnson  we 
trace  his  birth  to  Newgate  :  he  was 
the  son  of  one  Roger  Johnson  and 
hii  wife,  who  were  prisoners  on  a 
charge  of  a  defraud.  Soon  after 
they  obtained  their  liberty  the 
father  died ;  and  the  mother  sent 
the  child  to  her  relations  at  Derby, 
who,  haying  given  him  a  tolerable 
education,  apprenticed  him  to  a 
saddler;^ but  at  the  expiration  of 
three  years  he  ran  away,  and  tra- 
velled to  London. 

On  hl<i  arrival  he  went  to  some  of 
his  mother's  relations,  who  endea- 
voured to  persuade  him  to  return  to 
Derby  ;  but,  deaf  to  their  advice, 
and  having  imbibed  false  ideas  of 


gentility,  he  procured  some  degant 
clothes,  and  frequented  the  gaming- 
houses, where  he  soon  niade  the 
most  dangerous  connexions,  and 
arrived  at  the  head  of  his  profession. 

From  the  practice  of  gaming  he 
took  to  that  of  forgery,  as  he  was 
remarkably  expert  in  imitating  the 
hands  of  other  people  to  notes  pay- 
able to  himself;  by  which  he  re- 
peatedly acquired  money,  but  still 
escaped  detection. 

His  temerity  was  such,  that  ho 
sometimes  arrested  persons  on  whom 
he  had  committed  forgeries,  and 
compelled  the  payment  of  the 
money  by  having  people  ready  to 
swear  that   the  handwriting  was 
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ikat  of  the  party  whose  name  was 
sabscribed  to  the  draft. 

The  iiollowing  is  one  specimen  of 
his  def  ices :— He  forged  a  note  on  a 
lady  of  considerable  fortune,  and 
signed  her  name  to  it  so  like  her 
writing,  that  she  almost  discredited 
her  own  sight  when  she  read  it. 
Johnson  arrested  her ;  buf,  as  she 
knew  she  had  given  no  such  note, 
she  bailed  ihp  action,  and  prepared 
to  stand  trial ;  but  the  guilty  man 
declined  all  farther  proceicdings. 

During  this  abandoned  course  of 
life  he  became  acquainted  with  the 
daughter  of  a  man  who  kept  analc* 
bouse  in  the  Strand,  and  they  were 
privately  married  in  the  Fleet ;  but, 
aaimoiitles  soon  arising  between 
them^  they  proceeded  from  words  to 
Wows ;  the  consequence  of  which 
was  that  they  parted,  and  his  wife 
became  a  common  streetwalker. 

After  this  Johnson  took  to  pick- 
ing pockets,  and  other  low  prac- 
iS^ciu  of  defraud ;  but  a  miserable 
poverty  still  attended  him,  for  what 
he  got  dishonestly  was  soon  spent 
in  dissipation.  At  length  he  met 
with  Stockdale  at  Sadler's  Wells, 
and  agreed  to  see  him  the  next  even. 
ing  at  a  house  in  Uolborn. 

Stockdale  was  born  at  Leicester, 
where  his  father  was  a  reputable 
proctor,  who  gave  him  an  excel- 
lent  education,  but  was  too  fond  of 
him  to  keep  that  strict  guard  over 
hli  conduct  which  might  have  been 
essential  to  his  future  welfare.  He 
very  soon  showed  a  duposiliun  to 
idlMieaa,  which  was  not  properly 
diiscked  by  his  parents,  who  would 
not  permit  his  schoolmaster  to 
chastke  him  for  his  faults. 

When  the  father  saw  his  error, 
be  determined,  in  pursuance  of  the 
advice  of  some  friends,  to  send  him 
to  a  proctor  in  Doctors'  Commons, 
where  he  hoped  to  hear  of  a  speedy 
reformation  in  hb  manners. 


Stockdale,  however,  was  of  too 
idle  a  disposition  to  brook  confine- 
ment, liis  extravagance  exceeded 
the  bounds  of  his  father's  allow- 
ance, and  he  borrowed  of  his  ac- 
quaintance to  supply  his  immediate 
wants. 

In  this  way  he  went  on,  fre- 
quentiog  places  of  public  diversion, 
till  those  who  had  lent  him  money 
teased  him  for  a  return  of  it ;  and 
he  was  at  a  loss  for  farther  re- ' 
sources,  when  he  met  Johnson  at 
Sadler's  Wells,  as  above  mentioned. 

On  the  following  day  these  ill. 
fated  youths  met  at  the  appointed 
place,  and  made  a  contract  for  their 
mutual  destruction.  At  this  time 
Johnson  was  under  twenty,  and 
Stockdale  not  eighteen  years  of 
age. 

Stockdale  agreed  to  accompany 
Johnson;  and  the  next  day  they 
hired  horses  and  rode  towards 
Rumford,  near  which  the  party 
lived  whom  they  intended  to  rob ; 
and,  having  wasted  the  time  till 
night,  they  tied  their  horses  to  a 
hedge, and, being  armed  with  pistols, 
they  knocked  at  the  door,  which 
being  opened  by  the  old  gentleman, 
Johnson  presented  a  pistol  to  his 
breast ;  and  then  they  bound  him 
and  his  two  servants,  and  told  the 
master  that  he  must  expect  imme- 
diate death  if  he  did  not  discover 
where  his  money  was  concealed. 

Terrified  by  this  threat,  he  told 
them  to  take  a  key  from  his  pocket, 
which  would  open  a  bureau,  where 
they  would  find  a  bag  containing 
all  the  cash  then  in  his  possession. 
The  robbers  having  sciied  the  pro- 
perty, Johnson  put  the  ^g  into  his 
pocket,  and  then  remounted,  and 
rode  to  London,  where  tney  found 
the  booty  to  consist  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  :  but  this  they  soon 
dissipated  in  acts  of  extravagance, 
and  then  proceeded  to  commit  a 
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iHimber  of  robberies  on  the  roadt 
of  Essex  and  Kent. 

It  is  now  proper  to  mention  the 
cdma  for  which  they  suffered — a 
nnrrier  equally  barbarous  and  un- 
provoked. They  took  horses  in 
Holborn,  and,  having  rode  to  Ed- 
monton, turned  up  a  lane^  where 
they  met  a  postman  who  was  carry- 
iog  letters  round  the  neighborhood : 
the  man  goodnaturcdly  opened  the 
gate  for  them  to  pass,  when  John- 
son demanded  his  money  and  watch, 
which  he  held  out  to  them, and  at  that 
instant  was  shot  dead  by  Stoelidale* 

The  murder  was  no  sooner  com- 
mitted than  they  hastened  to  Lon- 
don; and,  though  the  country  was 
alarmed  at  what  had  happened,  they 
rode  on  the  following  day  to  Houn- 
slow,  where  they  dined.  After 
dinnf;r  they  called  for  their  horses  ; 
but  Stock  dale  was  so  intoxicated 
that  he  at  first  fell  from  his  horse, 
but  was  replaced. 

The  magistrates  having  by  this 
time  sent  out  a  number  of  consta- 
bles, the  murderers  were  taken  into 
custody,  and  carried  before  a  ma- 
gistrate, when  Stockdale  acknow- 
ledged his  guilt ;  but  by  this  time 
Johnson  was  so  drunk  that  he  was 
Insensible  of  his  commitment  to 
Newgate. 

When  Stockdale's  master  heard 
of  his  unhappy  situation  he  imme- 
diately wrote  to  his  father,  who, 
coming  to  London,  bad  a  very  af- 
fecting interview  with  his  son,  who 
exclaimed,  ^Oh,  sir,  how  shall  I 
look  you  in  the  face  ?  what  disgrace 
have  I  brought  upon  you,  what  de« 
struction  upon  myself!  A  shame- 
ful death  i^  preparing  for  me  in  this 
world  ;  but  what  in  the  next,  God 
knows !' 

The  father  advised    him   to  an 


early  preparation  for  the  awfal  iisfa 
that  awaited  him,  and  rcfoscd  to 
flatter  him  with  hopes  of  that  par- 
don which  conld  not  reasonably  be 
expected.  Be  comforted  himself 
accordingly,  and  intended  to  have 
pleaded  guilty,  but  was  afterwaids 
advised  not  to  do  so. 

When  brought  up  to  recei?e  sen* 
tence  of  death,  Johnson  was  so  un-> 
well,  that  he  was  indulged  with  a 
chair. 

Stockdale  kept  up  his  spirits  with 
decent  fortitude,  until  liis  eyes  met. 
those  of  a  gentleman  near  him  with 
whom  he  had  lived,  when  he  burst 
into  tears,  and  continued  io  great 
agitation  the  remainder  of  the  awful 
time,  frequently  beating  his  head 
and  breast  In  a  violent  manner. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1753,  they 
were  carried  to  Tyburn.  Johnson 
was  so  extremely  debilitated  that 
be  could  pay  no  attention  at  the 
place  of  execution  to  the  prepara. 
tion  of  his  soul  for  another  life  ;* 
but  Stockdale  prayed  fervently, 
and  made  a  pathetic  address  to  the 
populace  at  the  fatal  tree. 

After  hanging  the  usuHl  time, 
their  bodies  were  taken  to  Sur. 
geons'  Hall  for  dissection;  and 
preparation  for  that  purpose  was 
making,  when  an  order  came  from 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  stata 
that  they  should  be  hung  in  chains 
on  Winchmore  Hill,  where  they 
were  accordingly  placed — a  terrible 
example ! 

Soon  after  they  were  hung  in 
chains  the  following  advertisement 
appeared  in  Jhe  London  Gaxette : 
<  General  Post  Office, 
*  Oct.  28,  1753. 

^  Whereas  an  anonymous  letter 
has  been  sent  to  the  Right  Honora- 
ble Thomas  Earl  of  Leicester,  his 


*  We  cannot  avoid  questioning  tb«  moral  right  of  mau  patting  man  lo  a  public  death 
in  a  state  of  in&enMbility  :  it  is  little  better  than  scuding  his  souJ,  unprepared,  to  rcndet 
op  an  account  of  his  sins  tu  bis  Maker. 
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majcstj's  p<Mtiiiastcr.general,in  the 
following  terms : 
"  My  Lord, 
^'  I  find  that  it  was  by  yoar  or- 
ders that  Mr.  Stockdale  was  hung 
in  chains :  now,  If  you  don't  order 
him  to  be  taken  down,  I  will  set 
fire  to  your  house,  and  blow  your 
brains  ont  the  first  opportu* 
nity. 

**  Thursday,  October,  1753." 
*  A  reward  of  one  hundred 
pounda  it  hereby  offered  to  any  per- 
son who  shall  or  may  make  a  disco- 
very of  the  party  or  parties  con- 
cerned in  writing  or  sending  the 
abofesaid  letter,  so  that  he,  she,  or 
they,  may  be  convicted  thereof; 
together  with  his  majesty's  most 
gracious  pardon  to  any  accomplice 


who  shall  make  discovery  of  the 
same. 

^  By  order  of  the  postmastcr- 
^  general, 
^  Gborob  Shelvokb,  Sec.' 

The  incendiary  was  not  disco- 
vered ;  Stockdale's  remains  conti. 
nued  on  the  gibbet ;  and  the  post- 
master.general  and  his  house  re- 
mained in  safety. 

It  is  impossible  but  that  young 
men  of  any  degree  of  sense  must 
be  struck  with  the  case  of  these  of- 
fenders, particularly  that  of  Stock- 
dale,  who  bein«^  well  educated,  and 
respectably  placed  in  the  world, 
could  so  easily  forego  all  bis  better 
piV>spccts  to  become  at  once  a  rob- 
ber and  a  murderer ! 


MARY  SQUIRES  AND  ELIZABETH  CANNING, 

TUB  VOBMER  COMTICTED  OF  ROBBBKT,  AMD   THE   LATTEtt    TKANBPOBTEO 

FOR  PERJURY. 


This  is  a  case  upon  which  human 
sagacity  can  hardly  determine:  we 
shall,  therefore^  give  a  fairly  stated 
account  from  the  evidence  as  it 
arose,  and 

'  NodiiDg  extcnnate,  ur  set  down  aoght  in 
malice.' 

If  EliKatMth  Canning's  own  story 
may  be  credited,  she  quitted  the 
house  of  her  mother,  near  Alder* 
manbnry,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1753;  and,  having  visited  her  un- 
cle and  aunt,  who  lived  near  Salt- 
petre Bank,  was,  on  her  return, 
assaaltcil  in  Moor/ields  by  two  men, 
who  robbed  her  of  half  a  guinea, 
which  was  in  a  small  box  in  her 
pocket,  and  three  shillings  that  were 
loose.  They  also  took  her  gown, 
aprooy  and  hat,  which  one  of  them 
put  into  the  pocket  of  his  great- 
coat; CO  which  she  screamed  out: 
but  be  bound  a  handkerchief  round 
her  month,  and  tied  her  hands  be- 
hind her  ;  aiftcr  which  she  received  a 
violent  blow  on  the  head,  which. 


adding  to  her  former  terror,  occa- 
sioned her  falling  into  a  fit— a  dis- 
order to  which  she  had  been  sub- 
ject about  four  years. 

On  her  recovery  from  the  fit, 
and  about  half  an  hour  before  she 
reached  Wells's  house,  she  found 
herself  by  the  road-side,  the  two 
men  dragging  her  forward.  She 
observed  water  near  the  road,  and 
arrived  at  the  house  where  she  said 
she  was  confined  about  three  hours 
before  day -light.  When  she  came 
into  the  house  she  did  not  see  the 
mistress  of  it,  Susannah  Wells ;  but 
saw  Mary  Squires,  a  gipsy,  and 
two  girls. 

Squires,  taking  Canning  by  the 
hand,  asked  her  if  she  chese  to  go 
their  way;  and,  if  she  would,  she 
should  have  fine  clothes.  Canning, 
understanding  that  her  meaning  was 
to  commence  prostitute,  replied  in 
the  negative ;  on  which  Squires  took 
a  knife  from  a  drawer,  cut  the  lace 
from  her  stays,  and  took  them  from 
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her*  Than  Sqntres  poihed  her  up  a  Squires,  and  inch  other  people  u 
few  stairs,  out  of  the  kitchen,  to  a  might  be  found  io  the  houie. 
place  called  the  hay.loft,  and  shut  Mr.  Lion,  with  whom  the  had 
the  door  on  her.  On  the  approach  H? ed  ser? aot,  and  several  other  per« 
of  dajJight,  she  found  (hat  the  sons,  went  with  her  to  exeeyle  the 
room  had  neither  bed  nor  bedstead,  warrant*  When  she  came  to  the 
and  onl  J  hay  to  sleep  on  ;  that  there  place  she  fixed  on  Mary  Squires  as 
was  a  black  pitcher  nearly  full  of  the  person  who  had  robbed  her ; 
water,  and  about  twcnty.four  pieces  and  she  rdd  that  Virtue  Hall  stood 
of  bread,  in  the  whole  about  the  by  while  her  stays  were  cut  off* 
quantity  of  a  quartern  loaf ;  and  On  tMs  all  the  parties  were  ear- 
that  she  had  in  her  pocket  a  penny  ried  before  Justice  Tyshmaker ; 
minced  pie,  which  she  had  bought  when  Hall  so  solemnly  denied  all 
to  earry  to  her  brother.  knowledge  of  any  such  transactioo 

She  said  that  she  coTered  herself  having  happened  since  she  had  been 

Xith  a  bed«gown  and  handkerchief  in  the  house,  that  she  was  dis- 

which  she  found  in  the  grate ;  and  charged ;    but  Squires    was   conii« 

that,  for  the  space  of  twenty*eight  mitt^  to  the  New  Prison  for  the 

days,  within  a  few  hours,  which  she  robbery,  and  Wells  for  aiding  and 

remained  there,  she  had  no  food  nor  abetting  her* 

liquor  eicept  what  is  abore  men.  Soon  afterwards  Justice  Fielding 

tioned,  nor  had  the  common  era-  was  applied  to  for  a  warrant  for 

cuation  of  nature.  the  apprehension  of  Hall,  and  she 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  of  was  eiamlned  before  that  magistrate 
Monday,  the  ^th  of  January,  she  for  six  hours,  during  which  she  con- 
polled  down  a  board  that  was  nailed  tinued  in  her  former  declaration, 
on  the  inside  of  the  window,  and.  At  length  the  justice  said  that  he 
getting  her  head  first  out,  she  kept  would  examine  her  no  longer,  but 
fast  hold  by  the  wall,  and  then  would  commit  her  to  prison,  and 
dropped  Into  a  narrow  place  by  a  lea?e  her  to  stand  or  fall  by  the 
lane,  behind  which  was  a  field.  evidence  that  should  be  produced 

Having  got  into  the  highway,  she  against  her ;  and  he  advised  an  at- 

inquired  her  way  to  London,  but  tomey  to  prosecute  her  aa  a  felon, 

did  not  stop.     When  she  came  into  At  this  she  begged  to  be  heard, 

Moorfields  the  clock  struck  ten  ;  and  said  she  would  tell  the  whole 

and  she  thence  proceeded  to  her  truth ;  and  the  substance  of  her  de- 

Biother's,nearAldermanbury, where  daration   was,  that  Canning    had 

ihe  told  the  above  story  to  two  gen.  been  at  Mrs.  Welis's,and  was  robbed 

tlemen  with  whom  she  had  liv^  as  in  the  manner  that  she  had  declared* 

a  servant :  to  which  she  added,  that  On  this  Squires  and  Wella  were 

the  place  where  she  had  been  con*  brought  to  trial  at  the  Old  Hailey, 

fined  was    near  the  Hertfordshire  and  convicted  principally  on   the 

road>  which  was  evident  from  her  evidence  of  Virtue  Hall,  the  first 

having  seen  a  coachman  drive  by  forassaulting  and  robbing  Elizabeth 

vvho  had  frequently  carried  her  mis.  Canning,  and  the  latter  for  bar- 

tress  into  Hertfordshire*  boring,  concealing,  and  comforting 

A  number  of  circumstances  giving  her,  well  knowing  her  to  have  com- 

rcason  to  suspect  that  the  house  in  milted  the  robbery  ;  and  John  Gib. 

which  she  had  been  confined  was  son,  William  Clark,  and  Thomas 

that  of  Susannah  Wells,  a  warrant  Grevil,    having^  poaitiYeiy    sworn 

was  ifsttcd  to  apiireheod  her  and  that  Sqnirca  was  in  Doiaelshife  nt 
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tiMtiiiie  whon  the  robber/  was  faU 
to  hate  been  perpetrated,  they  were 
oomanitted  to  be  tried  for  perjury. 

Some  gentlemen  who  had  heard 
tke  trial,  being  dissatisfied  with  the 
efidencef  made  such  applicatioa 
tkat  a  frea  pardon  was  granted  to 
Sqairea* 

In  the  mean  time  numbers  of 
people  were  of  opinion  that  the 
countrymen  had  sworn  to  the  truth ; 
and  measures  were  accordingly 
takm  to  indict  Canning  for  per* 
jnry :  bat,  at  the  next  sessions,  her 
fiiends  preferred  bills  of  indictment 
9§BduBt  the  men.  Bills  of  indict. 
meat  against  the  opposite  parties 
beiog  brought  at  the  same  time, 
the  grand  jury  threw  them  all  out; 
beiog  rosolf  ed  not  to  gi?e  any  coun- 
tenance to  such  a  scene  of  perjury 
as  must  arise  on  the  one  side  or  the 
other. 

This  happened  at  the  sessions  in 
April ;  but,  at  the  next  sessions,  in 
June^  bills  of  indictment  were  found 
ai^nst  the  countrymen.  These, 
however,  were  intended  to  be  re- 
moved into  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  by  writ  of  certiorari ;  but 
the  Court  refused  to  grant  the  writ, 
alleging  that  the  indictments  ought 
to  be  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  be- 
cause  the  king's  commission  of  gaol 
delivery  was  directed  to  that  Court. 
On  thb  the  countrymen  were  bailed; 
and,  at  the  sessions  held  in  the 
month  of  September  following,  they 
were  arraigned,  but  were  honora- 
bly acquitted,  no  person  appearing 
to  give  e? idence  against  them. 

Squires  being  pardoned,  and 
these  men  thus  acquitted,  the  public 
opinion  of  this  singular  case  became 
still  more  divided.  Every  one  saw 
that  there  must  have  been  perjury 
in  the  affair  ;  biit  it  was  impossible 
to  determine  on  which  side  it  lay. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  at 
thai  time,  was  Sir  Crisp  Gascoyiie, 
wkp  esiBitod  kimseU  in  the  most  vi- 


gilant mannor  to  come  at  the  truth 
of  this  mysterious  affair ;  for  which, 
as  is  but  too  common,  he  was 
abused  with  a  degree  of  virulence 
that  reflected  the  highest  infamy  on 
his  calumniators ;  for,  whatever 
might  be  their  private  opinion,  or 
whatever  his  own,  it  was  certainly 
the  duty  of  a  good  magistrate  to 
endeavour  to  inTcstigate  the  truth. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1754, 
Eliaabcth  Canning  was  indicted  at 
the  Old  Bailey  for  wilful  and  cor- 
rupt perjury,  in  swearing  'that  sho 
had  been  robbed  by  Mary  Squires. 
A  great  number  of  witnesses  swo/e 
that  Squires  was  near  Abbotsbury 
at  the  time  that  the  robbery  was 
said  to  have  been  committed :  and» 
on  the  contrary,  more  than  thirty 
persons  of  reputation  declared  on 
oath  that  Canning's  character 
stood  so  fair  that  they  could  not 
conceive  her  capable  of  being  guilty 
of  such  an  atrocious  crime  as  wil- 
ful perjury. 

Ingenious  arguments  were  used 
by  the  counsel  on  each  side ;  and 
the  jury,  after  mature  deliberation, 
brought  in  a  Ycrdict  that  ^shc  was 
guilty  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
she  receifed  sentenco  to  be  trans- 
ported for  seven  years. 

No  affair  that  was  ever  deter- 
mined in  a  judicial  way  did,  per- 
haps, so  much  excite  the  curi- 
osity or  divide  the  opinion  of 
the  public  as  that  in  question. — 
The  newspapers  and  magazines 
were  for  a  long  time  filled  with 
little  else  than  accounts  of  Canning 
and  Squires :  prints  of  both  parties 
were  published,  and  bought  with 
avidity.  Canning  was  remarlcable 
for  what  is  called  the  plainness, 
and  Squires  for  the  ugliness,  of  per- 
son ;  and  perhaps  there  never  was 
a  human  face  more  disagreeablo 
than  that  of  the  latter. 

We  shall  here  give  extracts  from 
two  interesting  pamphlets  published 
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upon  this  subjccU-one  written  by 
Henrj  Fielding,  £sq.  in  faTOur  of 
Elizabetli  Canning ;  and  the  otiier 
by  Dr.  Hill,  on  the  side  of  Marj 
Squires,  the  gipsj.  In  Mr.  Field- 
ing's pamphlet,  entitled  ^A  clear 
State  of  the  Case  of  Elizabeth  Can. 
ning,'  is  gi?en  the  narratiTO  of  her 
being  seized  in  Moorfields,  &c. 
^  The  objections,'  says  Mr.  Field, 
ing,  ^  to  the  truth  of  her  statement, 
are  placed  in  the  strongest  light, 
and  satisfactorily  answered;  and 
the  improbability  of  her  story  being 
false  clearly  shown.  That  the  girl, 
aft'T  the  absence  of  a  month,  re- 
turned in  the  dreadful  condition 
that  has  been  published,  is  a  known 
fact.  A  Tery  fair  presumption  fol- 
lows that  she  was  confined  some- 
where, and  by  some  person  ;  that 
she  was  almost  started  to  death ; 
that  she  was  confined  in  a  place 
whence  it  was  difficult  to  make  her 
escape ;  that,  howe?er,  this  escape 
was  possible ;  and  that  at  length  she 
actually  made  it  Now,  why  did 
this  girl  conceal  the  person  who 
thus  cruelly  used  her  ?  It  could 
not  be  a  loTor ;  for,  among  all  the 
cruelties  by  which  men  hare  become 
infamous  in  their  commerce  with 
women,  none  of  this  kind  can  be 
produced.  Again,  what  motive 
can  be  inycnted  for  her  laying  (his 
heavy  charge  on  those  who  are  in- 
nocent ?  Can  it  be  believed  that  a 
young  girl  (hardly  eighteen  years 
old,  who  hath  the  unanimous  testi- 
mony of  all  who  have  known  her 
from  her  infancy  to  support  the 
character  of  a  virtuous,  modest, 
sober,  well-disposed  girl)  would 
endeavour  to  take  away  the  lives  of 
an  old  woman,  her  son,  and  another 
man,  as  well  as  to  ruin  another  wo- 
man, without  any  motive  whatever  ? 
As  to  any  motive  of  getting  money, 
nothing  can  be  more  groundless 
and  evidently  false  than  this  sug- 
gestion.    The  subscription  was  set 


on  foot,  long  after  the  girl's  return 
to  her  mother,  by  several  well-dis- 
posed  neighbours  and  substantial 
tradesmen,  in  order  to  bring  a  set 
of  horrid  villains  to  justice ;  which 
then    appeared,  as    it    has    tinpe 
proved,  to  l>e  a  matter  that  would 
be  attended  with  considerable  ex- 
pense.    The  first  proposer  of  a  re- 
ward  to  the  girl  was  a  noble  lord, 
who  was  present  at  the  last  exami- 
nation of  this  matter  In  Bow  Street. 
Again,  as  the  ^rl  can  scarcely  be 
supponed  wicked  enough,  she  is  cer- 
tainly not  witty  enough,  to  inyent 
such  a  story.     She  is  a   child  in 
years,  and-  yet  more  so  in  under- 
standing, with  all  the  marks  of  sim- 
plicity that  ever  were  discoVered  in 
a  human   countenance.     Another 
improbability  of  the  falsehood  of 
her  story  arises  from  the  manner  in 
which  this  girl  hath  supported  It* 
Before  noblemen,  and  magbtrates, 
and  judges,  persons  who  most  have 
inspired  a  girl  of  this  kind  with  the 
highest  awe,  she  went  through  her 
evidence   without  hesitation,  con- 
fusion, trembling,  change  of  coun- 
tenance, or  other  apparent  emo- 
tion.    As  such  a  behaviour  could 
proceed  only  from  the  highest  im- 
pudence   or   most    perfect    inno- 
cence, so  it  seemed  clearly  to  arise 
from  the  latter,  being  accompanied 
with  such  a  show  of  decency,  mo- 
desty, and  simplicity,  that,  if  these 
were  all  affected  (which  those  who 
disbelieve   her  must  suppose),    it 
must  have  required  not  only  the 
highest  art,  but  the  longest  practice 
and  habit,  to  bring  it  to  such  a  de- 
gree of  perfection.     Another  im- 
probability is,  that  this  girl  should 
fix  on  a  place  so  far  from  home,  and 
where  it  doth  not  appear  she  had 
cver'^een  before.      In  this  point 
her  evidence  stands  confirmed  by 
the  declaration   of  Wells   herself. 
It  Is  true,  indeed,  that,  as  to  her 
being  confined  there,  WoUi  utterly 
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denies  it:    bat  she  as  positively        ^  I  have  this   rery  afternoon,' 
affirms    that  Canning    was    nerer  (Sunday,  the  18th  instant,)  adds  the 
there  at  any  other  time,  nor  in  any  author  of  the  *^  State  of  the  Case," 
other   manner.     Hence  arises    an  ^  read  OTcr  a  great  number  of  affi- 
utter  impossibility  of  the  falsehood  da?it^  corroborating  the  whole  e?i- 
of  her  story  ;  for,  unless  this  poor  deoce  of  Canning,  and  contradict, 
girl  had  been  well  acquainted  with  ing  the  alibi  defence  of  the  gipsy 
the  house,  the  hay.loft,  the  pitcher,  woman.   These  affida? its  are  by  un- 
&c*  how  was  it  possible  that  she  questionable  witnesses ;  and  sworn 
should  describe  them  all  so  Tcry  before  three  worthy  justices  of  the , 
exactly  as  she  did,  at  her  return  to  peace  for  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
her  mother's,   in  the   presence  of  who  live  in  the  neighborhood  of 
such   numbers   of  people  ?     Nay,  Enfield  Wash, 
she  described  likewise  the  prospect        '  Upon   the    whole-— this    case, 
that  appeared  from  the  hay-loft  with  whether  it  be  considered  in  a  pri- 
.such  exactness  as  required  a  long  Yate  or  in  a  public  light,  deserves 
time  to  furnish  her  with  the  parti-  to  be  scrutinized  to  the  bottom  ; 
culars.      Another  improbability  is  and  that  can  only  be  done  by  the 
that  she  should   charge  the  gipsy  government  authorizing  some  very 
woman,  when  she  must  have  known  capable  and  very  iixlitTerent  per. 
that  woman  could  prove  an  alibi^  sons  to  examine  into  it ;  and  parti- 
Cher  being  elsewhere,)  and  not  Su-  cularly  into  the  alibi  defence  of 
sannah  Weils,  who  could  have  no  Mary  Squires,   the  gipsy   woman, 
fQch  proof.'  On  the  one  side,  here  is  the  life  of 
But  the  point  of  evidence,  which  a  subject  at  stake,  who,  if  her  de. 
was  the  principal  foundation  of  that  fence  is  true,  is  innocent;  and  a 
creditwhich  the  author  of  the 'State  young  girl  guilty  of  the  blackest, 
of  the  Case'  gave  to  this  extraordi.  most  premeditated,  and  most  auda. 
oary   story,  is  the  agreement,  in  cious  perjury,  levelled  against  the 
10  many  particular  circumstances,  lives  of  several  innocent  persons, 
between  the  evidence  of  £liiabeth  On  the  other  side,  if  the  cTidence 
Canning  and  Virtue   ilall.     That  of  Elizabeth  Canning  is  true,  and 
Virtue   Hall    had    never  seen    or  perjury  should,  nevertheless,  pre- 
heard the  evidence    of  Elizabeth  vail  against  her,  an  innocent  young 
Canning  at  the  time  when  she  made  creature,   who    hath   suffered    the 
ber  own  information    is  a  fact :  most  cruel  and  unheard-of  injuries, 
and  eveu  since   her  apostacy  she  is  in  danger  of  being  rewarded  for 
does  not  pretend  to  say  that  Can«  them   by  roin  and  infamy ;    and, 
niog  and  she  laid  this  story  toge-  what  must  extremely  aggravate  hor 
ther  ;  but  Imputes  her  evidence  to  case,  and  will  distinguish  her  mi- 
her  being  bullied  and   threatened  sery  from  that  of  all  other  wretches 
into  it;  which,  to  the  knowledge  upon  earth,  is,  that  she  will  owe  all 
of  man  J)    was  a  most  impudent  this  ruin  and  infamy  to  this  strange 
falsehood  :  and,  secondly,  ascribes  circumstance — that  her    sufferings 
her  agreeing  with  Elizabeth  Can-  have  been  beyond  what  human  na- 
niog  to  having  heard   her  deliver  ture  is  supposed  capable  of  bearing; 
her  evidence;   which,  besides  being  whilst  robbery,   cruelty,  and   the 
inpostible,  has  been  proved  to  be  most  impudent  of  all  perjuries,  will 
i     another  notorious  falsehood   by  a  escape  with  impunity  and  triumph: 
great  number  of  witnesses   of  in-  and  therefore  will  so  escape,  be- 
(Uspatable  credit.  cause  the  barbarity  of  the  guilty 
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partiet  halh  rben  to  luch  s  pitch 'of 
waoton  and  unlcnpted  Inhaaiaiiitjr, 
bejood  all  possibilUjr  of  belief. 

*  As  to  my  own  conduct  in  this 
affair,  I  know  it  to  be  highlj  jai- 
tifiable  before  God  and  before  man. 
I  frankly  own  I  thought  it  entitled 
me  to  the  yery  reverse  of  censure. 
The  tmth  ii,  the  same  motiTe  pre. 
▼ailed  with  me  then  which  princU 
pally  urged  me  to  take  up  my  pen 
at  this  time— a  desire  to  protect  in- 
nocence and  to  detect  guilt;  and 
the  delight  in  so  doing  was  the 
only  reward  I  ever  expected,  so 
help  me  God !  And  I  hate  the  sa- 
tkfaction  to  be  assured  that  those 
who  know  me  best  will  most  be» 
liero  me.  In  solemn  truth,  the 
only  error  I  can  be  charged  with  in 
this  case  is  an  error  in  sagacity. 
If  Elisabeth  Canning  be  guilty  of  a 
false  accusation,  I  own  she  hath 
been  capable  of  imposing  on  me; 
but  I  have  the  comfort  to  think 
the  same  imposition  hath  passed  not 
only  on  two  juries,  but  likewise  on 
one  of  the  best  judges  that  e?er  sat 
on  the  bench  of  justice,  and  on  two 
other  very  able  judges,  who  were 
/  present  at  the  trial. 

^  I  do  not,  for  my  own  part,  pr^ 
tend  to  infallibility ;  though  I  can 
at  the  same  time  with  truth  declare 
that  I  have  nerer  spared  any  pains 
in  endeavoring  to  detect  falsehood 
and  perjury,  and  have  had  some 
▼ery  notable  success  that  way.  In 
this  case,  however,  one  of  the  most 
elm  pie  girls  I  ever  saw,  if  she  be  a 
wicked  one,  hath  been  too  hard  for 
me.  Supposing  her  to  be  such,  she 
hath  indeed  most  grossly  deceived 
me,  for  I  remain  still  in  the  same 
error;  and  I  appeal  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  to  the  Almighty 
for  the  truth  of  what  I  now  assert.' 
I  am  at  this  very  time  (on  thb  15lh 
day  of  March,  1753)  as  firmly 
persuaded  as  I  am  of  any  fact  in 
this    world,    the    truth    of  Which 


solely  depends  on  Cka  evIdeaM  ef 
others,  that  Mary  Squirosit  gvilly 
of  the  robbery  and  craelty  of  whidi 
she  stands  convicted;  that  the  o^ 
defence  is  not  only  a  false  one,  bit 
a  falsehood  very  easy  to  he  prac- 
tised on  all  occasions  where  theie 
are  gangs  of  people^  aa  gipsies,  ftc ; 
that  very  foul  and  nnjuttlfiable 
practices  have  been  oted  in  thh 
whole  affair  since  tiM  trial;  and, 
that  Elizabeth  Canning  is  a  poor, 
honest,  innocent,  simple  girl,  and 
the  most  unhappy  and  tlw  most  in- 
jured of  all  human  beings.  It  is 
this  persuasion  alone  wldch  ooes. 
sioned  mt  to  give  the  public  tliis 
trouble ;  for,  as  to  myself,  I  am,  In 
ray  own  opinion,  as  llttia  ooneemed 
in  the  event  of  this  whole  matter, 
as  any  other  man  whatever.' 

The  following  extracts  are  from 
Dr.  Hill's  pamphlet,  entiUed  «  The 
Story  of  Elizabeth  Canning  con- 
sidered :'— - 

In  order  to  show  the  impfrobabl- 
lity  of  Canning's  whole  story,  he 
says,  ^  Some  days  after  January  1, 
when  she  Is  said  to  have  been  car- 
ried away,  I  find  the  following  ad- 
vertisement  in  the  most  nnivenal  ef 
the  daily  papers,  viz.  Daily  Adver- 
tiser, January  6. 

''  Whereas  Eliaabeth  Canrtig 
went  from  her  friends,  liefween 
Uoondsditch  and  Bishopsgale,  en 
Monday  last,  the  first  instant,  IM- 
tween  nine  and  ten  o'clock  i  Who- 
ever can  give  any  account  wImM 
she  is,  shall  have  two  guineas  le- 
ward,  to  be  paid  by  Mrs.  Csmnon, 
a  sawyer,  in  Aldermanbury  Postmi, 
which  will  be  a  great  satisfaction  to 
her  mother.  She  is  fvesh-oolonied, 
pitted  with  the  smalUpox,  lias  a  high 
forehead,  light  eyebrows,  abont 
five  foot  high,  eighteen  yeais  of 
age,  well  set ;  had  on  a  maiqinerade 
purple  stuff  gown,  a  black  pettf- 
coat,  a  white  chip  hat  boend  ronnd 
with  green,    a  wUte  apron  nod 
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'ckief,  blue  stocking!,  and 
ihoei. 

siff— It  is  supposed  she 
cibly  taken  away  by  some 
wsed  persons,  as  she  was 
I  shriek  out  in  a  hackney- 
n  Bishopsgate  Street*  If 
^man  remembers  any  thing 
flur,  by  gtf  ing  an  account 
e  lie  shall  be  handsomely 
d  for  his  trouble." 
y  supposed  to  be  taken  for- 
my  ?  Arc  these  transactions 
k?  or  was  there  any  thing 
*esent  case  to  authorize  such 
Ination  ?  To  what  purpose 
sbe  bo  forced  away  ?  She 
indsome,  so  that  the  design 
>t  be  upon  her  person  ;  and 
f  the  dress  that  is  described 
ly  could  not  tempt  any  one 
f  her  otif  to  rob  her ;  nor 
necessary,  for  that  might 
Mm  done  where  she  was 
nay,  and  in  the  latter  ac- 
we  arc  told    it   was  done 

0  heard  her  shriek  ?  or  what 
le  of  the  hackney-coach  part 
lory  ?  No  syllable  has  been 
ttered  of  it.  Who  should 
he  voice  of  a  servant  of  no 
ration,  calling  in  a  strange 
'  the  town  from  a  coach  ? 
DQit  the  ruffians  have  been 
rtko  suffered  her  to  shriek  ? 
that  heard  such  a  Toice,  and 
that  did  not,  know  the  per- 
3uld  not  have  stopped  the 
5  ?  How  came  he  who  heard 
ih  not  to  call  persons  to 
m  ?  There  arc  enough  in 
sets    at   ten    o'clock.     Or 

the  coachman  ?  for  coaches 
drive  themselves,  and  cer- 
e  might  be  found  to  justify 

1  coach  carried  her,  where 
■0  is  the  driver  of  it  ?  or,  if 
dragged  along,  how  did  the 
who  were  taking  all  this 


pains,  and  running  all  this  haiard 
to  no  sort  of  purpose,  get  her  nn- 
discovered  through  the  turnpikes  ? 

^  From  the  day  of  this  publica- 
tion, by  which  the  world  was  in« 
formed  that  such  a  jj^irl  was  carried 
off  by  ruffians  (a  fine  preparative 
for  what  has  followed),  wo  hear  no 
more  of  her  till  her  return  at  the 
end  of  twenty-eight  days;  when 
she  tells  her  absurd,  incredible,  and 
most  ridiculous  story ;  a  piece  of 
contradictory  incidents,  and  most 
improbable  events. 

*  It  was  not  on  the  credit  of  this 
story  that  the  unhappy  creature  was 
condemned.  Let  us  not  imagine 
courts  of  justice  swallow  such  ro« 
lations.  It  was  on  the  most  full 
account,  given  by  one  who  de- 
clared that  she  had  seen  the  whole 
transaction  of  which  the  Court 
was  concerned  to  judge;  one, 
who,  being  a  stranger  to  the  ac- 
cuser, and  a  friend  of  the  persons 
accused  J  declared  she  saw  the  rob- 
bery. This  was  an  evidence  which 
must  have  been  allowed  by  any- 
jury  of  judicious  and  unbiassed 
men. 

^  We  are  now  reviewing  that  ac- 
count in  a  very  different  light ;  we 
have  now  been  let  into  the  secret  of 
its  origin :  we  have  seen  her  since 
voluntarily  declare  that  it  was  false 
and  forged ;  not  in  part  false,  but 
in  the  whole  ;  and  that  it  was  the 
offspring  only  of  her  terrors ;  and, 
acttiated  from  the  influence  of  the 
same  apprehensions,  she  confirmed 
it  at  the  trial :  she  now  declares  it, 
freely  and  voluntarily  declares  it, 
to  have  been  all  a  perjury.' 

After  mentioning  several  appa- 
rent improbabilities  In .  Canning's 
narrative-^of  her  being  dragged  so 
many  miles,  of  her  not  endeaTorlng 
to  escape  before,  of  her  walking 
home  in  the  weak  condition  she  was 
said  to  be  in,  and  no  bodf 's  taking 
notice  of  l^r  upon  the  road,  Ac.  he 
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obtenres,  that  the  description  she 
gave  of  the  room,  in  which  she  itid 
she  was  confined,  at  her  first  exa- 
mination before  the  sitting  alder, 
man,  was  very  different  from  what 
it  really  was,  and  as  she  afterwards 
described  it. 

'  Some  who  went  first  down/  sayf 
he,  ^  neighbours  and  men  of  credit, 
had  heard  her  account  of  the  room ; 
and,  when  they  saw  it,  were  con- 
vinced that  her  description  did  not 
at  all  belong  to  it :  they  ga?e  her 
np,  and  they  arc  to  be  found  to  say 
so.  Some  .who  were  too  officious, 
eager  to  have  the  story  true,  be- 
cause themselves  believed  it,  got 
there  before  her  also :  these,  when 
they  had  heani  the  objections,  rode 
back  part  of  the  way  to  meet  her, 
and,  after  some  conversation  with 
her— after,  for  I  may  have  leave 
to  conjecture  from  the  circum- 
stance, asking  her  if  there  was  not 
hay  there ;  that  is,  in  effect,  after 
telling  her  there  was,  and  that  she 
should  have  said  so — rode  back,  and, 
with  huzzas  of  triumph,  cried  they 
were  all  right  yet,  for  she  said  now 
there  was  hay  in  the  room. 

'  We  are  asked,  how  should  sne 
know  this  house  as  she  approached 
it?  Nobody  ercr  heard  that  she 
did  know  it  as  she  approached  it : 
and  for  the  famous  question,  how 
she  could,  among  a  number  of 
people,  fix  upon  the  gipsy  whom 
she  had  particularly  described  be- 
fore as  the  person  who  had  robbed 
her?  the  answer  is  a  very  fatal 
and  severe  one ;  it  is,  that  she  had 
not  particularly  described  her  be- 
fore*  It  is  palpable  she  never 
spoke  of  her  even  as  a  gipsy, 
though  no  woman  ever  possessed 
the  colour  and  the  character  of  that 
singular  people  so  strongly  :  nor 
had  the  given  any  particular  ac. 
count  of  her  face ;  which,  hadishe 
eTer  seen  it  before,  must  have  been 
remembered ;  for  it  is  like  that  of 


no  human  creature :  the  lower  part 
of  it  affected  most  remarkably  by 
the  evil ;  the  under  lip  of  ao  enor- 
mous thickness ;  and  the  nose  such 
as  never  before  stood  in  a  mortal 
countenance.' 

Then,  speaking  of  Hall's  con- 
fession before  Justice  Fielding,  he 
says,  ^  Let  me  ask  you.  Sir,  were 
these  the  circumstances  of  that  con- 
fession, viz*  that  it  should  be  free 
and  voluntary,  without  fear  and 
constraint  ?  I  need  not  ask  yon : 
your  pamphlet  contradicts  it.  She 
refused  to  confess  any  snch  thing ; 
you  tell  us  so  yourself,  throughoat 
six  hours  of  strong  solidtatibo,  and 
she  consented  to  do  it  at  last*  Why  P 
She  says,  and  yon  say  the  same — 
it  was  because  she  was  else  to  be 
prosecuted  as  a  felon. 

^  But  their  informations,  yon  re- 
peat, are  so  alike!  Sir,  I  must 
tell  you  they  are  too  like!  In- 
deed the  term  like  is  improper: 
they  are  not  like,  for  they  are  in 
effect  the  same;  and,  farther— 
which  is  an  observatioo  that  must 
sting  somewhere,  though  these  their 
informations  were  thus  like,  their 
evidence  upon  the  tt ial  was  not  so. 

'  Hall  had  heard  Cannlng*s  story 
many  times.  She  had  heard  it  from 
Canning's  own  mouth  at  Enfield  on 
Feb.  1  ;  on  the  same  dmy  also  she 
says  she  heard  it  at  Mr.  Tyshma- 
ker's, .  as  doubtless  she  did ;  for 
eight  days  after  this  the  story  was 
published  in  the  newspapers^  to 
raise  subscriptions.  Hall  can  read ; 
or,  if  she  could  not,  she  had  ears* 

^  Now  let  us  see  when  it  was  she 
gave  this  weighty  information* 
'Twas  after  all  this  opportaoity  of 
knowing  what  it  was  Canning  mid ; 
it  was  on  Feb.  14)  and  not  before, 
that  she  was  examined  by  Mr! 
Fielding.  There,  as  himself  in- 
forms us,  she  was  under  examina- 
tion for  six  hours ;  and  then,  to  use 
hb  own  words,  after  many  bard 
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fifruglget  and  stout  denials,  she  did 
—what?  Whj  she  put  her  mark 
to  an  information ;  and  swore  what 
it  contained  was  true*  What  it 
contained  was  the  same  with  that 
which  had  before  been  sworn  by 
Canning.  The  same  person  drew 
both  ;  and  that  not  the  magistrate, 
noy  nor  his  clcrli :  who  then  ? — 
why  the  attorney  who  was  engaged 
to  maoage  the  prosccotion. 

^  Canning^s  story  appeared  iro. 
probable  ;  all  rested  upon  the  evi. 
dencc  of  Hall :  and  (here  was  given 
to  yon,  against  that  evidence,  the 
oath  of  Judith  Natus^  one  not  be- 
longing  to  the  gipsies,  an  honest 
woman,  wife  of  an  honest  laborer, 
who,  with  her  husband,  lay  in  the 
▼ery  room  in  which  the  girl  pre- 
tended to  have  been  confined  during 
the  whole  time  of  that  alleged  coo« 
fineinent*  Here  was  the  eridence 
of  a  person  of  honest  character,  and 
qaite  disinterested,  against  that  of 
Hall.  This  oath,  you  will  find,  was 
truth :  it  will  be  seen,  it  will  bo 
proYcd,  that  it  was  so,  by  evidence 
the  most  incontestable.  In  the  mean 
time  let  me  ask  the  whole  world 
whether  this  free  oath  of  an  uncon- 
cerned person,  or  the  hardly  ob« 
tained  information  of  one  who  was 
interested,  and  had  the  alternative 
only  of  that  information  or  a  prison, 
deserTCS  the  most  respect  ?  These 
persons  were  subpoenaed,  and  they 
were  ready  at  the  Court  on  (he 
trial ;  but  the  mob  without  doors 
had  been  so  exasperated  against  all 
that  should  appear  on  the  part  of 
the  accused,  that  they  were  pre. 
Tented  from  getting  in,  and  treated 
themselves  like  criminals. 

'  Snch  is  the  state,  and  the  exact 
state,  of  that  case,  into  which  a 
snapicion  of  misinformation  at  first, 
a  confesaion  of  perjury  afterwards, 
and  aecnmulated  proofs  in  support 
of  that  confession,,  hare  engaged  the 
lord-mayor  of  l^ondon  to  inquire 


even  after  the  trhil.  The  Inquiry 
has  answered  all  his  lordship's  ex- 
pectations ;  the  evidence  Is  clear, 
and  the  proof  is  full.  But  for  this 
his  impartial  inquiry,  made  for  the 
sake  of  justice  only,  ho.  was  attack- 
ed by  calumny  and  private  preju« 
dice :  the  envious  hint  he  must 
be  interested  in  it;  while  others 
wish  the  c<invict  guilty,  that  he  may 
sink  into  an  equality  with  them. 
That  magistrate  is  too  well  Informed 
of  the  respect  due  to  his  sovereign 
not  to  lay  all  the  evidences  first 
before  him ;  afterwards  the  whole 
world  will  sec  them :  and  it  is  on 
certainty  and  knowledge  I  speak, 
who  now  tell  them,  that,  when 
they  do  see  them,  they  will  be  con- 
vinced at  full.' 

We  should  hardly  be  thought  to 
exceed  the  truth  if  wc  were  to  saj 
that  ten  thousand  quarrels  arose 
from,  and  fifty  thousand  wagers 
were  laid  on,  this  business.  All 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  seemed 
to  be  interested  in  the  event ;  and 
the  person  who  did  not  espouse 
either  one  party  or  the  other  was 
thought  to  have  no  feeling.  The 
first  question  in  the  morning  was 
^  What  news  of  Canning  ?'  and  the 
last  squabble  at  night  was  whether 
she  was  honest  or  perjured :  but 
this,  however,  could  never  be  de-' 
termined ;  and  it  will  probably  re- 
main a  mystery  as  long  as  the 
world  endures. 

Elizabeth  Canning  was  trans- 
ported to  New  England  on  the 
31st  of  July,  1754,  having  first 
received  some  hundreds  of  pounds 
collected  by  the  bounty  of  her 
friends  and  partisans. 

She  was  afterwards  reputably 
married  in  America  ;  and  the  news^ 
papers  gave  notice  that  she  since 
died  in  that  country. 

From  this  story  we  may  learn 
two  useful  lessons,  on  the  fallibility 
of  human  testimony,  and  the  horrid 
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crime  of  perjury.  If  Canning  was 
guilty,  tier  crime  was  of  the  most 
enormous  magnitude — that  of  en. 
deaforing  to  swear  away  a  life,  in 
order  to  co? er,  perha^is,  her  own 
disgrace ;  for  some  persons  thought 
that  she  had  been  debauched  in  her 
absence,  and  that  the  whole  was  a 
concerted  scheme  to  conceal  the 
truth.  If  she  was  innocent,  what  a 
Tariety  of  perjuries  must  have  been 
committed  by  the  opposite  parties  1 
Upon  the  whole,  wq.  must  end  as 


we  began :  this  story  it  eoTdoped 
in  mystery;  and  the  troth  of  it 
must  be  left  to  the  discofertes  of 
that  important  day,  when  all  mists 
shall  be  wiped  from  our  eyes,  and 
the  most  hidden  things  shall  be  made 
plain.  In  the  mean  time  it  is  our 
duty  to  admire  and  adore  those 
inscrutable  decrees  of  Providence 
which  can  bring  good  out  of  eril, 
and  answer  its  own  wise  and  gnu 
dous  purposes  by  means  least  ap- 
parent to  finite  comprehension. 


WILLIAM  SMITH, 

SZBCUTED  FOR  POISONING  HIS  FATHEIUIN.LAW  AND  TWO  CHILDREN. 

Many  instances    haye  already  hordes,   the  evil  spirit   whispered 

been    adduced,  in    the    preceding  him  that  the  means  were  at  hand, 

pages,  of  the  wonderful  effects  of  and  he  immediately  asked   for  a 

conscience  on  a  guilty  mind ;  but  little  arsenic,  to  kill  the  rats  in  his 


in  no  case  has  this  imperious  instinct 
been  more  manifest  than  in  the 
murderer  whose  crime  we  are  about 
to  record. 

The  contending  powers  of  good 
and  eril  appear  4o  haye  alternately 
bad  possession  of  his  faculties ;  but 
the  evil  genius  which  guided  him  on 
to^  commit  the  foul  crime,  melan- 
choly to  relate,  at  length  prevailed ; 
be  died  denying  a  fact  once  con. 
fessed,  and  for  which  he  ? irtually 
surrendered  himself  into  the  hands 
of  public  justice. 

William  Smith  was  a  farmer, 
in  good  circumstances,  at  Great 
Broughton,  in  the  county  of  York. 
His  mother  haying  married  a  second 


bam.  The  apothecary,  not  sas- 
pecting  a  man  of  Smith's  respecta* 
bility  meant  the  deadly  powder  for 
any  other  use,  sold  him  two  penny- 
worth. 

The  day  chosen  by  this  |iow-de- 
termined  sinner  to  administer  the 
poison  was  on  the  Good  Friday  of 
the  year  1753,  when,  obserring  a 
large  cake  preparing,  of  which 
some  neighbours  had  been  invited 
to  partake,  unperceired,  as  he  ima- 
gined, he  mixed  it  with  the  floor, 
and  thus  it  was  served  op  to  the 
table. 

It  providentially  happened  that 
the  neighbours  did  not  come  to 
dinner,  and  none  ate  of  the  cake 


bnsband,  one  Thomas   Harper,  of    except  Thomas  Harper  and  two.  of 
Ingleby  Manor,  who  had  children,    his  children,  William  and  Anne. 


against  his  wish,  he  therefore  re- 
solved to  rid  himself  of  those  whom 
he  considered  obtruders  between 
him  and  his  prospects  from  his  late 
father's  estate. 

* 

After  forming  several  diabolical 
plans  for  cutting  them  off,  and  his 
resoltftlon  as  often  failing  him,  being 
one  day  in  an  apothecary's  shop, 
purchasing   some   physic    for   his 


Having  made  preparations  for 
flight,  the  moment  he  found  his 
wickedness  had  taken  its  desired 
effect,  he  set  off  for  Liverpool,  from 
which  a  suspicion  arose  that  he  was 
the  perpetrator  of  the  horrid  deed. 

The  unfortunate  people  Ian. 
guished  in  excrndating  torments 
until  the  next  day,  when  they  dt* 
pired. 
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No  sooner  had  Smith  reached 
Liferpool  than  his  conscience  be- 
gan to  rebuke  him,  and,  hating  no 
kind  of  employment,  his  existence 
became  a  burden  to  him  ;  nor  could 
he  find  the  least  respite  until  he 
returned  to  the  very  spot  where  he 
oommitted  the  murder,  where  he 
wa^  immediately  apprehended,  and 
conrcsBed  h\%  crime. 

At  the  autumn  assizes  for  the 
county  of  York,  before  Mr.  Ser- 
geant Eyre,  Smith  was,  on  his  own 


confession,  the  efidenco  of  the  apo- 
thecary, and  a  maid-scrfant,  who 
saw  him  busy  with  the  flour,  with 
other  corroborating  circumstantial 
evidence,  found  guilty,  and  received 
sentence  of  death. 

Immediately  after  execution, 
which  took  place  at  York  on  the 
14th  of  August,  1753,  his  body 
was  delivered  to  the  surgeons  for 
dissection.  He  left  a  younir  wife 
to  lament  his  crimes,  with  an  infant 
at  her  breast. 


JOHN  hambletcJn, 

EXECUTED  FOU  MURDER. 


Where  a  number  of  soldiers*  are 
deemed  necessary  to  assemble  for 
the  public  welfare,  it  would  be 
strange  if  there  were  not  among 
tkem  neither  thief  nor  profligate. 
The  best  appointed  regiments  can. 
not  always  escape  censure,  from  the 
villainies  of  a  few  individuals  which 
disgrace  their  ranks,  and  throw  an 
odiam  on  what  should  ever  be  held 
*  the  honorable  character  of  a 
soldier.' 

We  shall  have  occasion,  too 
often,  to  recount  the  outrages  of 
soldiers  belonging  to  the  Guards ; 
and  which,  at  the  same  time,  we  ac- 
knowledge, it  is  impossible  for  their 
officers  to  prevent :  yet  we  cannot 
beJiere  that,  among  them,  there  ar<s 
a  tenth  part  of  the  number  of  vil. 
lains  to  be  found  in  the  same  num. 
ber  of  men  of  the  lower  order  of 
civil  society. 

The  circumstances  attending  the 
crime  for  which  Harobleton  suf- 
fered, we  are  sorry  to  say,  were  an 
iofamons  disgrace  to  the  character 
of  a  soldiery  and  shocking  to  hu- 
sanity* 

"Whertwer  a  soldier  meets  brave 
opposition,  if  victorions,  he  treats 
his  fallen  enemy  with  kindness ;  but 
this  thieving  poltroon,  assisted  by 
aaothes  dastanlly  ftdlow  of  his  re- 


giment, murdered  their  fallen  ad- 
rersary,  after  his  making  a  noble 
struggle  for  his  property, 

Mr.  Crouch,  the  murdered  man, 
who  was  head  cook  to  the  Earl  of 
Harrington,  went,  on  the  17th  of 
August,  1753,  upon  the  business  of 
his  employer,  to  Chelsea,  and,  in 
returning  through  the  King's  Road, 
about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
he  was  met  by  Hambleton  and  his 
associate,  named  Lattie,  who,  with 
horrid  imprecations,  demanded  his 
money. 

Mr.  Crouch  was  a  resolute  man, 
and  refused;  upon  which  they  fired 
two  pistols  at  him,  without  effect. 
Being  unarmed,  he  had  recourse  to 
a  pocket* knife,  which  he  opened, 
and  told  them  to  keep  off ;  but  they 
closed  on  him,  in  doing  which  he 
wounded  Lattie  in  three  places. 
The  villains  oyer  powering  him,  they 
threw  him  to  theground,and  rifled  hts 
pockets  of  his  money  and  his  watch  ; 
but,  not  content  with  their  booty, 
with  which  they  might  haveescaped, 
they  wrested  the  knife  from  his 
hand,  ripped  open  his  belly,  then 
stamped  upon  his  mangled  body, 
beat  him  on  the  head  with  the  butt, 
ends  of  their  pistols,  and  left  him 
weltering  ia  his  blood. 

Early  next    morning   some  la- 
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boren  going  to  their  work  dis- 
covered him  still  alive,  and  able  to 
describe  the  robbers,  with  his  place 
of  residence,  \f-hich  was  a  small 
house  in  Green  Street,  Grosvenor 
Square,  near  his  noble  employer's 
mansion.  Thither  he  was  carried, 
where  he  languished  in  excruciating 
torments  three  days,  and  then  died, 
leaving  a  widow  and  three  children. 
The  murderers,  from  his  descrip. 
tion,  were  soon  apprehended  :  Lat- 
tie  had  the  wounds  about  him 
given  by  the  deceased,  who  was  able 


to  identify  them  (he  d»y  before  his 
death.  ' 

Ilanibleton  was  brought  to  hit 
trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  lea. 
tenced  to  die ;  but  Lattie  died  of  the 
wounds  given  him  by  the  murdered 
man  before  the  time  of  his  beiag 
arraigned,  thus  robbing  the  gal- 
lows of  its  just  due. 

The  surviving  murderer  wis  exe- 
cuted at  Tyburn  December  the  IQth. 
1753,  professing  himself  m  Roman 
Catholic,  and  his  body  given  to  tba 
surgeons  for  dissection* 


JOSHUA  KIDDEN, 

EXECUTED  FOR  A  UOBBERY  OF  WdlCU  IlE  WAS  INNOCBHT* 


All  the  laws  of  man  are  liable  to 
abuse,  but  none  more  than  that 
which  gives  the  prosecutor  an  in. 
ierest  in  the  conviction  of  the  ac- 
cused.  Men  paid  to  prevent  crime 
have  been  too  often  found  swearing 
away  the  lives  of  innocent  persons. 

The  youth  now  the  subject  of 
our  melancholy  tale  was  in  a  su. 
perior  rank  of  life  to  his  innocent 
fellow-sufferers ;  and,  like  them,  it 
will  be  found,  had  taken  no  part 
in  the  pretended  robbery  of  which 
be  was  accused. 

The  father  of  Kiddcn  was  a  re- 
putable watchmaker  in  London, 
and,  having  given  his  son  a  classical 
education,  bound  him  apprentice 
to  an  apothecary. 

It  however  appeared  that  idle- 
ness, the  mother  of  all  ill,  was  very 
evident  in  the  youth;  hence  he 
was  soon  discontenfied  with  culling 
simples  and  pounding  roots.  He 
now  thought  the  watery  element 
might  better  suit  his  lazy  turn ;  and 
accordingly  his  indulgent  parent 
procured  him  a  situation  as  a  petty 
officer  in  the  royal  navy,  where  he 
remained  during  six  years ;  after 
wluch,  returning  to  his  paternal 
home,  his  father,  fondly  hoping 
that  he  had  settled  his  mind  to  a 


seafaring  life,  procured  masters  to 
instruct  him  in  the  theoretical  parts 
of  navigation,  and  everj  otlMr 
branch  of  that  art;  but  he  ne- 
glected Ibis  opportunity,  and  hang 
about  his  father,  an  useless  and  ex- 
pensive burden ;  yet  we  find  nv 
propensity  in  him  to  dbhonesty. 

At  length,  somewhat  aronsed  from 
his  apathy,  he  made  an  essay  to  earn 
his  own  bread,  and,  for  that  pur- 
pose, ranged  himself  among  the 
porters  at  the  end  of  Fleet  Market ; 
for  he  had  neglected  to  acquire  any 
trade  or  business. 

Going  one  evening,  after  the  toil 
of  a  hard  day's  work,  to  regale 
himself  with  the  London  laborer's 
most  wholesome  beverage,  porter, 
he  was  unfortunately  nhirked  by 
the  villain  Blee,  a  conspiring  ^  man 
of  blood,'  who  conceived  him  a  fit 
object  upon  whom  to  exercise  his 
hellish  design. 

Kidden,  who  had  uncertain  em- 
ploy, told  Blee  that  he  was  in  want 
of  work ;  and  the  latter,  engaging 
to  procure  some  for  him,  got  him 
lodgings  in  an  alley  in  Chick  Lane, 
where  he  continued  from  Friday 
till  the  following  Monday^  when 
he  was  told  that  there  was  a«job  at 
Tottenham,  to  remove  the  ei&ets  o^- 
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a  gcntteman,  which  would  other- 
wise be  seized  for  rent. 

At  the  time  appointed  Kiddcn 
•nd  Blee  went  to  Tottenham  ;  and, 
having  waited  at  a  public  house  till 
the  approach  of  night,  Blee  went 
out,  with  the  pretence  of  speaking 
to  the  gentleman  whose  goods  were 
-to  be  removed ;  but,  on  hi8  return, 
said  that  the  business  could  not  bo 
transacted  that  night. 

They  now  quilted  the  public 
hoose,  and  proceeded  towards  Lou- 
doDy  after  Blee  hud  given  Kiddcn 
eighteen  pence,  as  a  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  his  day*s  work.  On 
the  London  side  of  Tottenham  they 
observed  a  chaise,  and  a  Voman 
sitting  on  the  side  of  the  road  near 
it.  Kidden  asked  her  if  she  was 
going  to  London :  she  replied  in 
the  affirmative;  but  he  walked  for- 
wards, paying  no  attention  to  what 
she  said,  till  he  heafd  Blee  call  him 
back,  demanding  to  know  why  he 
walked  so  fast.  Kidden,  turning 
back 9  observed  that  Blee  was  rob- 
bing  the  woman  ;  on  which  he  de- 
clined a  nearer  ap|)roach,  disdain- 
ing to  hare  any  concern  in  »uch  a 
trmntaction  :  but  Blee,  running  up 
to  him,  raid,  ^  1  have  got  the  mo. 
ney ;'  and  wonid  have  prevailed  on 
him  to  take  half  a  crown ;  but  this 
he  declined. 

Blee  then  desired  Kidden  not  to 
leave  him;  and  the  latter  staying 
two  or  three  minutes,  a  thict'-takyr, 
named  M^DanicI,  rushed  from  a 
hedge,  and,  seizing  Kiddcn,  told 
him  he  was  his  prisoner. 

The  woman  thus  pretendedly 
robbed  was  one  Mary  Jones;  and 
all  the  parties  going  before  a  ma- 
gistrate, it  was  positively  sworn 
that  Kidden  was  the  robber,  and 
that  he  took  twenty.five  shillings 
from  the  woman  ;  on  which  he  was 
committed  to  Newgate. 

Mary  Jones,  the  woman  sup- 
posed to  haf  0  bueu  robbed^  lodged 


in  Brokers'  Alley,  Drury  Lane ; 
and  the  friends  and  relations  of 
Kidden,  assured  in  their  own  minds 
of  his  innocence,  went  thither  to 
inquire  after  her  character,  which 
they  found  to  be  so  totally  aban- 
doned, that  they  had  no  doubt  but 
the  vvhole  was  a  preconcerted  plot 
for  his  destruction. 

When  the  trial  came  on,  Mary 
Jones  and  two  thief-takers  swore 
positively  t<>  the  unhappy  lad,  who 
was  capitally  convicted,  and  sen. 
tenccd  to  die:  and  a  report  was 
industriously  circulated  that  he  had 
committed  several  robberies  as  a 
footpad ;  but  this  was  only  the 
effort  of  villainy  to  depreciate  the 
character  of  an  innocent  man,  in 
order  to  receive  the  reward  for  his 
conviction,  which  was  actually  paid. 

After  sentence  of  death  was  pass, 
ed  Kidden  made  a  constant,  uni- 
form, and  solemn  avowal  of  his  in. 
nocence.  lie  told  how  the  thief- 
takers  had  imposed  on  him ;  and 
his  tale  was  universally  credited 
when  it  was  too  late  to  save  him 
from  the  fatal  conseqacnccs  of  their 
villainous  devices. 

Repeated  applications  were  made 
that  mercy  might  be  extended  to  the 
unhappy  convict ;  but  these  were  in 
vain — the  warrant  for  hb  execution 
arrived,  and  he  resigned  himself 
to  his  fate  in  the  most  becoming 
manner,  lamenting  the  present  dis- 
grace  that  his  relations  would  un- 
dergo, but  entertaining  no  doubt 
that  the  decrees  of  Providence 
would  soon  give  ample  testimony 
of  his  innocence. 

He  rchigned  his  innocent  life, 
greatly  lamented,  to  the  execu- 
tioner, in  the  year  1754,  after  pa- 
thetically addressing  the  multitude, 
and  dccfariiig  again  his  innocence. 

From  a  comparibon  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  of  Kidden, 
and  other  miserable  youths,  whom 
this  dc:>(ructifc  gang,  under  pre- 
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h«  was  placed  with  a  butcher  in 
that  city^  aiid,  when  his  appren. 
ticeihip  was  expired,  went  to  sea  in 
a  man  of  war,  and  continued  in  that 
station  four  years.  The  ship  being 
paid  off,  Brown  roturned  to  Edin- 
burgh, and  married  the  widow  of  a 
butcher,  who  had  left  her  a  decent 
fortune.     •  , 

Soon  after  this  marriage  Brown 
commenced  dealer  in  cattle,  in  which 
he  met  with  such  success,  that,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  he  be- 
came  possessed  of  a  considerable 
ium.  tiis  success,  however,  did 
not  inspire  him  with  sentiments  of 
humanity.  His  temper  was  so  bad, 
that  ba  was  shunned  by  all  serious 
people  of  his  acquaintance;  for 
he  delighted  in  fomenting  quarrels 
among  his  neighbours. 

Taking  to  a  habit  of  drinking, 
he  seldom  came  home  sober  at 
night;  and,  his  wife  following  his 
csample,  he  used  frequently  to  beat 
her  for  copying  his  own  crime. 
This  conduct  rendered  both  parties 
obnoxious  to  their  acquaintance; 
and  the  following  story  of  Brown, 
which  may  be  relied  on  as  a  fact, 
will  incontcstably  pro? c  the  unfeel- 
ing brutality  of  his  nature. 

About  a  week  after  the  execu. 
tion  of  Norman  Ross,  already  men- 
tioned, for  murder.  Brown  had 
been  drinking  with  some  company 
at  Leith,  till,  in  the  height  of  their 
jollity,  they  boasted  what  extrava. 
gant  actions  they  could  perform* 
Brown  swore  that  he  would  cut  off 
a  piece,  of  flesh  from  the  leg  of  the 
dead  maoy  and  cat  it.  His  com- 
panions, drunk  as  they  were,  ap- 
peared shocked  at  the  very  idea; 
while  Brown,  to  prove  that  he  was 
in  earnest,  procured  a  ladder,  which 
he  carried  to  the  gibbet/and,  cutting 
off  a  piece  of  flesh  from  the  leg  of 
the  suspended  bi)dyof  Ross,  brought 
it  back,  broiled,  and  ate  it. 
I     Thb  circumstance  was  much  talk- 


ed of,  but  little  credit  was  giron  to 
it  by  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh 
till  Brown's  companions  gave  the 
fullest  testimony  of  its  truth.  It 
will  be  now  proper  that  we  recite 
the  particulars  of  the  shocking;  crime 
for  which  thb  offender  forfeited  hit 
life. 

After  having  been  drinking  at  an 
alehouse  in  the  Canhongate,  he  wont 
home  about  eleven  at  night,  in  a 
high  degree  of  intoxication.  His 
wife  was  also  much  in  liquor ;  but^ 
though  equally  criminal  himself,  he 
was  so  exasperated  against  her,  that 
he  struck  her  so  violently  that  sho 
fell  from  her  chair.  The  qoise  of 
her  full  alarmed  the  neighbours; 
but,  as  frequent  quarrels  had  hap. 
peiied  between  them,  no  immediate 
notice  was  taken  of  the  affair. 

In  about  fifteen  minutes  the  wife 
was  heard  to  cry  out  ^  Murder  ! 
help!  fire!  the  rogue  is  murdering 
me  !  help,  for  Christ's  sake  !'  Tho 
neighbours,  now  apprehending  real 
danger,  knocked  at  the  door ;  but, 
no  person  being  in  the  house  but 
Brown  and  his  wife,  no  admission 
was  granted ;  and  the  woman  was 
heard  to  groan  most  shockingly. 

A  person,  looking  through  the 
key-hole,  saw  Brown  holding  hia 
wife  to  the  fire ;  on  which  he  was 
called  on  to  open  the  door,  but 
refused  to  do  so.  The  candle  being 
extinguished,  and  the  woman  still 
continuing  her  cries,  the  door  was 
at  length  forced  open ;  and,  when 
the  neighbours  went  in,  they  beheld 
her  a  most  shocking  spectacle,  lying 
half.oaked  before  the  fire,  and  her 
flesh  in  part  broiled.  In  the  in- 
terim Brown  had  got  into  bed, 
pretended  to  be  asleep,  and,  when 
spoken  to,  appeared  ignorant  of  the 
transaction.  The  woman,  though 
so  dreadfully  burnt,  retained  her 
senses,  accused  her  husband  of  the 
murder,  ami  told  in  what  manner 
it  was  |)erpetratcd.    She  survived 
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tni  the  following  morning,  still 
continuing  in  the  SAoie  tale,  and 
then  expired  in  the  utmost  agony. 

The  murderer  was  now  seized, 
and,  being  lodged  in  the  gaol  of 
Edinburgh,  was  brought  to  trial, 
and  capitally  convicted. 

After  sentence  be  was  allowed 
she  weeks  to  prepare  himself  for  a 
future  state,  igreeably  to  the  cus- 
torn  in  Scotland. 

He  was  visited  by  several  divines 
•f  Edinburgh,  but  steadily  persisted 
In  the  denial  of  his  guilt,  affirming 
that  he  was  ignorant  of  his  wife 
Mng  burnt  till  the  door  tras  broke 
•pen  by  the  neighbours. 

Among  others  who  visited  the 
criminal  was  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Kinloch,  an  ancient  minister,  who, 
urging  him  to  confess  his  crime, 
received  no  other  reply  than  that, 
<  if  he  was  to  die  to-morrow,  he 
would  have  a  new  suit  of  clothes, 
to  appear  decently  at  the  gallows.' 
Mr.  Kinloch  was  so  affected  by  his 
declaration,  that  he  shed  tears  over 
the  unhappy  convict. 


On  the  following  day,  August 
the  14th,  1754,  he  was  attended  to 
the  place  of  execution  at  Edinburgh 
by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Brown ;  but 
to  the  last  he  denied  having  been 
guilty  of  the  crime  for  which  he 
suffered. 

After  execution  he  was  hung  in 
chains ;  but  the  body  Was  stolen 
from  the  gibbet,  and  thrown  into  a 
pond,  where,  being  found.  It  was 
exposed  as  before.  In  a  few  days, 
however,  it  was  again  stolen ;  and, 
though  a  reward  was  offered  for  its 
discovery,  no  such  discovery  was 
made. 

It  is  impossible  to  express  suffi- 
cient horror  at  the  crime  of  which 
this  man  was  guilty ;  and  it  is 
therefore  the  less  necessary  to  make 
any  remarks  on  his  case,  as  no  one 
can  be  tempted  to  think  of  com- 
mitting a  similar  crime  till  he  is 
totally  divested  of  all  the  feelings 
of  humanity.  From  a  fate  so 
wretched  as  this  may  the  God  of 
infinite  mercy  deliver  us ! 


JOHN  POULTER,  jlias  BAXTER, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HIGHWAY  UOBBLUY. 


Tbis  malefactor  was  the  son  of 
honest  people,  in  indigent  circum- 
stances, residing  at  Newmarket,  in 
the  county  of  Cambridge;  who, 
when  he  had  nearly  completed  his 
seventh  year,  put  him  to  a  day- 
tchool,  which  he  continued  to  at- 
tend till  he  was  about  thirteen  years 
old,  when  he  was  engaged  as  an 
assistant  io  the  grooms  In  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Duke  of  Somerset. 
Having  remained  in  this  situation 
six  years,  ho  was  hired  by  Lord 
John  Cavendish,  whoso  horses  he 
attended  about  three  years,  and 
then  entered  into  the  service  of  Co- 
lonel Lumloy,  brother  to  the  Earl 
of  Scarborough.  He  was  sent  by 
this    gentleman   three  times  mih 


horses  to  France,  and  was  consi- 
dered as  an  honest  and  industrious 
servant. 

Being  of  a  temper  that  delighted 
In  a  change  of  situation,  he  entored 
on  board  a  trading  ship  belonging 
to  Bristol ;  and  he  discovered  no 
inclination  to  vicious  courses  till  he 
had  made  several  voyages  to  the 
West  Indies  and  North  Amorlca. 

The  ship  to  which  bo  belonged 
being  paid  off  on  the  coneluslou  of 
the  peace  of  AixJa-Chapelle,  he 
connected  himself  with  Mary  Brown 
and  Maryl)avis,  women  of  aban. 
doned  characters ;  and  they,  in  con* 
junction  with  Johh  Brown,  per- 
suaded him  to  join  them  in  com« 
mitting  depredations  on  the  public* 
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Thoy  ilircrtiHl  iheir  cuunu  to. 
rarilt  Lilchfii-liI,  ami,  u|iun  tlitir 
rriral  Ilier*-,  went  iiilu  a  public 
euM  tat  rurruihiuinl.  Being  in- 
Miluced  lu  *  iiarlour,  Mary  Uruwn 
feeriM  t  chesi ;  ami,  (lie  liU  nut 
Mn({doie,  ihuputiiihurhanil,  and 
lole  aium  uf  money,  and  lureral 
Uier  arttcleB  o(  value. 
,  Uatingobuintil  thcabuTi'bouty, 
fce  gtni;  procut-dvil  to  Chuler, 
'lore  Paulttr  itole  tome  plush, 
d  lent  fur  a  tailor  to  mabe  it  inio 
nit  of  clolbo.  While  (li»  tailor 
a  mtraauring  liim  a  pislol  that 
It  ill  bit  pocitct  accidentally  went 
I  but  fortunatdy  nu  damngc  wai 
o»e  by  the  hall.  Tha  tailor  car- 
led  lliu  plu^h  hnmr,  and  then  went 
9  (be  mayor,  to  whom  he  commiu 
Icated  hi)«uipiciana.  Ofliccri  were 
bpfttcbcd  to  examine  Poiillernnd 
itcampaoiuiii;  but,  being  apprized 
(  their  approach,  tiicy  embarked 
n  bu.ird  apackct-bnat,  whichcuo- 
Myed  them  to  Dublin. 

Soon  after  his  arriral  in  Dublin 
bolter  hir«d  a  public  house,  where 
«  luld  on  an  average  titc  barrels 
f  ale  weekly,  and  other  liquors  in 
rropoitiuo.  His  great  »ueccs«  id 
batincm  induced  him  to  make  a  re- 
•olulion  of  entirely  declining  Illegal 
pnmiili  1  and  to  this  he  would,  in 
all  probability,  h4ve  strictly  ad- 
hered, had  ho  not  been  unluckily 
cenpdietl  (o  rrncw  hi*  acquaint. 
IMCO  •lib  abandoned  people, 
ffcneral  ijincluir  had  hi)  pocket 
Icked  of  a  Tiluable  gold  watch, 
tbcr  in  going  into  or  departing 
Ijcicctter  House;  and  two 
,  named  Harper  and  Tubin, 
Kcro  •u'prctcd  to  be  guilty  of  the 
fact,  and  cooimilled  to  ihc  Gate- 
houte.  A  dciperato  gang  of  twtn. 
tf-four  Iriihmen  reicucd  Harper  ; 
in  cooiequcncu  of  which  a  piocla. 
nation,  otfering  a  reward  for  ap. 

fending  them,  wu  inucd ;  but 
all  etcapad  to  licUml.    Uuc 


■ncc  ■ 
^   Hen 

HUicr 


of  (he  abuKu  gang,  named  Jamn 
Field,  who  bid  been  aixiuainlcd 
with  Foulter,  went  up  to  him  while 
lie  wai  standing  at  hit  door;  and, 
after  «omucanf«r«atiun,  they  drank 
togetlier. 

Ou  (he  following  duy  Field  took 
the  wliole  gang  to  l*(>ullcr's  house. 
He  requesied  them  to  depart,  and 
at  oilier  timea  indeavoured  to  dii. 
Kuaile  iht-m  from  frequeutiug  his 
house,  urging  (hat  their  viiits  might 
bo  productive  of  very  diiagrceablo 
conseifuenceR  to  him  :  but  (hey  dis* 
regarded  what  he  said,  and  con- 
tinued ilieir  meetings  aa  uiual.  At 
length  they  were  obtcrved  in  Uie 
linutn  by  a  motienger  that  had  been 
dispatched  in  tcarcli  of  them  from 
London,  and  taken  into  cuttody. 

in  ccmicqucnco  of  the  abOTo 
affair  Poullcr  absconded  from  his 
house  in  the  night,  and  hia  stock 
of  liquors  and  other  elTccta  wore 
seized  by  the  magiilrales. 

Puulter  now  iniended  to  reside 
at  Cork  ;  but,  nut  being  able  tu  get 
a  house  there  ihat  he  thought  would 
answer  his  purpose,  hi.'  went  to 
Waterford.and  took  a  public  house, 
which  he  kept  about  three  months. 
Hit  brewer  in  Dublin  wrote  him 
word  that  ho  might  return  without 
the  least  danger  of  molestation;  and 
therefore  lie  departed  from  VV'ater> 
ford,  and  took  a  house  about  two 
miles  from  the  city,  al  a  place  called 
(he  .Shade)  of  Clontarf.  His  house 
being  adjacent  (o  the  net,  he  pur. 
chased  a  boat,  and  applied  himself 
wiih  so  much  indnslry  (u  ihc  buii. 
ntvti  of  a  lisherman,  lint  hli  weekly 
profits  seldom  amounted  to  leis  than 
three  pounds. 

Thomas  Tubin  being  acquitted  of 
tho  charge  of  ilealing  Genera)  Sin. 
Clair's  watch,  thraugh  defect  of  evi- 
dence, and  learning  lh*t  I'oullcr 
had  struck  into  an  adiantageoos 
line  of  lire,  he  determined  to  lisil 
liim.     In  pureyaaeo  of  ihi)  design, 


I 
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Tobia  and  a  woman  with  whom  he 
cohabited  travelled  to  Holyhead, 
and  there  embarked  in  the  packet 
for  Dublin^  Poulter  received  them 
with  great  kindness,  and  enter- 
tained them  with  equal  generonity ; 
but  entreated,  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  that  they  woald  not  repeat 
their  visits  too  frequently,  nor  make 
his  place  of  residence  known  to 
their  accomplices. 

Though  they  had  faithfully  pro- 
mised  to  comply  with  his  request, 
they  in  a  few  days  introduced  sere, 
ral  of  their  associates  to  Poulter's 
bouse,  which,  l)efore  many  weeks 
bad  elapsed,  became  the  receptacle 
for  thieves  of  every  denomination, 
by  whom  Dublin  and  its  environs 
were  infested. 

Puulter  still  adhered  to  his  rcso- 
tion  of  gaining  a  livelihood  by  ho* 
nest  labour,  and  informed  his  un. 
welcome  guests  that  he  would  per- 
mit them  no  longer  to  frequent 
his  house.  In  revenge  for  this 
they  concerted  and  put  in  practice 
a  plan  for  effecting  the  ruin  of 
Pouhcr. 

.  Six  pounds  of  smuggled  tea  being 
procured,  one  of  the  gang  privately 
conveyed  it  into  Poulter's  boat, 
and  then  lodged  an  information 
against  him ;  in  'consequence  of 
which  the  boat  was  seized  and  con- 
demned ;  and  Poulter,  though  in- 
nocent, judged  it  expedient  to  ab- 
scond. 

■  He  embarked  for  Bristol,  and 
on  his  arrival  there  was  entirely 
destitute  of  money.  From  Bristol 
he  proceeded  to  Bath,  whcre^  he 
met  with  his  former  acquaintances, 
Richard  Branning  and  John  Ro- 
berts, who  prevailed  upon  him  to 
join  them  in  committing  depreda- 
tions on  the  highway.  They  men- 
tioned a  man  of  property  who  lived 
at  Towbrldge,  and  frequently  came 
to  Bath  to  chaQge#bills  ;  and  it  was 
resolved  to  attempt  robbing  him. 


They  met  at  Roberts's  house, 
where  the  plan  of  the  intended  rob- 
bery was  concerted,  and  then  they 
repaired  to  (he  public  house  which 
was  frequented  by  the  gentleman 
of  Towbridge;  and  observing  him- 
counting  money,    they  concluded' 
that  they  could  not  fail  obtaining 
a  considerable  booty.     However,- 
they   were  disappointed ;    for  the 
gentleman,  suspecting  their  design,- 
returned  by  a  road  which  ho  had' 
not  been  accustomed  to  travel,  and 
by  that  measure  luckily  presclrved 
his  property. 

They  now  proceeded  into  York- 
shire, and  in  their  way  committed 
several  robberies.  At  the  inn  where 
they  alighted  at  Halifax  they  were 
joined  by  a  clergyman,  whom  they 
sediyred  to  prick  in  the  belt,  by 
whicn  stratagem  they  defrauded 
him  of  twenty.Qve  guineas. 

They  now  went  to  Stockport,  in 
Cheshire,  where  they  lay  one  night, 
and  then  travelled  to  Chester.—^ 
Putting  up  at  a  house  kept  by  one 
James  Roberts,  who  had  formerly  , 
belonged  to  the  gang,  he  informeil 
them  that  the  pack-horses  with 
Manchester  goods  would  pass  in  the 
evening )  and  it  was  resolved  to 
steal  one  of  the  horses  and  the 
goods  he  carried.  As  the  horses 
passed,  Roberts  pointed  to  that 
loaded  with  the  most  valuable  ef- 
fects, and  advised  his  companions 
to  go  about  a  mile  from  the  town, 
and  drive  the  beast  into  the  fields, 
^  adding  that  ho  would  scarcely  bo 
missed  by  the  carrier  in  less  than 
two  hours,  in  which  time  they 
might  secure  the  goods  and  es- 
cape. 

The  horse  they  seized  was  not 
that  pointed  out  by  Roberts;  and 
their  booty  consisted  only  of  calli- 
mancoes.  Finding  himself  sepa- 
rated, from  his  companions,  'the 
horse  iici);hed  so  loud  and  frequent^ 
that  they  judged  it  necessary  to  gag 
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Rim,  lest  tho  noise  sliould  lead  to  a 
tliscorery* 

They  readied  Whitcbarch,  in 
Shropshire,  tho  same  night ;  and, 
after  refreshing  theoi^elTes  at  a 
hoose  notorious  for  the  reception 
uf  robbers,'  cut  the  marlis  from  the 
goods,  and  eaposcd  thero  for  sale 
in  the  market. 

Having  sold  the  callimancoes, 
thejr  proceeded  to  Grantham,  in 
Lincolnshire,  and  defrauded  a  farmer 
of  that  place  of  near  sixteen  pounds 
by  pricking  in  the  belt ;  immedi- 
ately after  which  they  set  out  for 
Nottingham,  where  they  stole  a 
silver  tankard,  and,  after  selling  it 
to  a  shopkeeper  in  the  town,  pro- 
ceed rd  to  York. 

Having  stolen  some  plate  from 
the  inn  where  they  put  up,«and 
committed  several  robberies  in  dif. 
ferent  parts  of  Yorkshire,  they 
det*mcd  it  prudent  to  remove  from 
that  part  of  the  country,  lest  they 
should  be  apprehended,  and  came 
to  tho  resolution  of  joining  their 
former  associates  at  Bath. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  at  Bath 
the  whole  gang  net  out  for  Sand. 
ford.Peverel,  in  Devonshire,  in  or- 
der to  be  present  at  a  great  fair  for 
cattle;  and  daring  their  residence 
there  they  obtained  considerable 
sums  by  pricking  io  the  belt,  and 
other  infamous  practices. 

They  next  Hcnt  to  Great  Tor- 
rington,  where  they  defrauded  a 
farmer  of  twenty  pounds.  Enraged 
by  the  imposition  that  had  been 
practised  upon  him,  the  farmer 
took  every  bpportonity  of  relating 
tl|e  particulars  of  the  fraud  ;  so 
that  the  whole  neighborhood  was 
alarmed,  and  in  pursuit  of  tho 
sharpers  ;  and  they  were  therefore 
under  the  necessity  of  dupersing. 

Poulcer  and  Brown  directed  their 
course  to  Exeter ;  and,  having  de« 
frauded  an  inhaliitant  of  that  town 
of  iiva  pounds^  proceeded  to  Crook- 


horn,  in  expectation  of  meeting 
their  as^^ociates:  but  on  their  ar- 
rival they  learnt  that  two  of  them 
were  in  confinement,  charged  with 
fraudulent  practices.  This  informa- 
tion occasioned  the  rest  of  the  gang 
to  make  a  precipitate  retreat;  and 
in  their  way  to  the  north  of  Eng- 
land they  obtained  several  sums  by 
a  variety  of  infamous  stratagems. 

They  remained  some  months  at 
York,  Durham,  and  Newdiitlc; 
and,  after  defrauding  a  number  of 
farmers,  and  some  other  persons, 
of  money,  they  went  to  Bath^ 
where  they  assumed  the  character 
of  smugglers. 

They  had  not  been  long  at  B«lh 
before  they  determined  to  go  to  the 
next  Blandford  races  in  search  of 
adventures.  During  the  races  one 
party  attended  fhe  cock-pit  each 
morning ;  some  were  upon  tho 
course  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  others 
were  employiid  in  cheating  the 
keepers  of  the  booths.  They  were 
so  sucocAsful  in  their  respective  de- 
partments of  villainy  as  to  amass  a 
very  considerable  sum  ;  and,  on  the 
•conclusion  of  the  races,  they  order- 
ed an  elegant  dinner  at  the  Crown 
tavern,  in  Blandford,  whence  they 
stole  a  portmanteau,  containing 
eighteen  guineas,  four  broad  pieces^ 
a  large  sum  in  Portugal  pieces, 
some  silver  coin,  a  gold  repeating 
watch,  with  superb  appendages, 
several  necklaces  set  with  diamonds 
and  other  jewels,  a  great  quantity 
of  rich  clothes,  a  pair  of  gold  shoe- 
buckles,  a  gold  girdle-bucklo,  a 
gold  coral,  and  many  other  articles 
of  value. 

Immediately  after  the  above  roll* 
bery  Poulter  and  Brown  set  out  for 
London,  and,  having  sold  the  ef- 
fects to  some  Jews  in  Duke*s  Placet 
they  joined  their  accomplices  at 
Roberts*s  hoose  at  Bath,  where  the 
produce  of  their  booty  wa»  di* 
vided. 
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The  neit  eipcdition  was  to  a 
fair  held  at  Corshaoi,  where  PouU 
ter  stole  a  silrer  tankard,  which  he 
carried  to  Itoberts's  house. 
.  Thej  now  went  to  Farringdon^ 
in  Berkihirc,  in  order  to  wait  there 
for  the  Coventry  carrier,  whom 
they  had  determined  to  rob.  Af- 
ter waiting  two  dajs  the  carrier 
arrived ;  and  when  he  left  the  town 
In  the  morning  they  followed  him, 
and  robbed  him  of  effects  to  a  con- 
siderable value. 

They  next  rode  to  Newbury, 
where  they  fraudulently  obtained 
four  guineas,  his  horse,  and  watch, 
from  an  unsuspecting  countryman  ; 
and  then  returned  to  their  rcndcz- 
Tons  at  liath. 

They  endeavoured  to  force  open 
m  house  at  Bath ;  but,  being  ob. 
served  by  a  man  iif  a  state  of  intoxi- 
cation, who  was  casually  passing, 
he  exerted  the  utmost  strength  of 
his  Toice  to  alarm  the  neii^hborhood, 
which  occasioned  the  villains  to  de- 
camp without  ciTecting  the  intended 
burglary. 

.On  the  following  morning  Poul- 
ter  and  some  of  his  companions* 
went  to  Bristol,  where  they  joined 
company  with  a  countryman,  and 
defrauded  him  out  of  twenty  gui- 
neas, which  he  had  borrowed  of 
an  acquaintance,  who  kept  a  shop 
in  the  neighborhood. 

Their  villainies  had  now  rendered 
their  characters  su  notorious,  and 
their  persons  so  well  known, 
throughout  the  west  of  England, 
that  they  determined  to  decline 
their  former  practices,  and  adopt 
that  of  horse-stealing.  To  avoid 
detection,  they  were  careful  not  to 
offer  horses  to  sale  in  that  part  of 
the  kingdom  where  they  had  stolen 
them ;  and  they  still  continued  to 
travel  occasionally  to  Bath,  where 
they  spent  a  great  part  of  their 
money  in  Roberts's  house. 

A  customer  to  Uobcrts  showed 


him  twenty  poaods,  wying  he  had 
just  received  it ;  and  Roberts  im- 
mediately pointed  oat  the  omui  to 
Poulter,  informing  him  at  the  tamo 
time  of  the  booty  ho  might- acqaire 
by  robbing  him.  Towards  night 
the  countryman  mounted  his  horse, 
and  was  followed  by  Poulter,  who, 
holding  a  tinder-box  to  him  instead 
of  a  pistol,  demanded  his  money, 
which  was  delivered. 

Soon  after  the  above  robbery  the 
gang  went  again  to  Bristol,  and, 
watching  an  opportunity  of  lifting 
up  the  parlour  sash  of  a  gentleman's 
huuse,  they  stole  several  siWer 
spoons,  and  some  other  articles. 

One  of  the  gang  got  unperoeived 
into  a  watchmaker's  house  in  the 
same  city,  while  his  accomplices 
waited  without,  in  order  to  rescue 
him  if  he  should  be  detected,  lie 
brought  from  the  upper  apartments 
many  articles  of  Talue,  besides  a 
quantity  of  wearing  apparel ;  and 
it  was  some  hours  before  the  rol>. 
bery  was  discovered. 

On  the  following  night  Brown 
secreted  himself  in  a  shed  adjoining 
to  a  barber's  house,  into  which  he 
made  a  forcible  entry  about  mid- 
night, and  was  carrying  off  some 
wearing  apparel,  when  he  was  heard 
by  the  barber  and  his  apprentice. 
Upon  the  family  being  alarmed 
Brown  got  through  the  garret  win- 
dow to  the  roof  of  the  house,  and 
remained  three  hours  concealed  be- 
hind a  stack  of  chimneys.  Unable 
to  escape  by  any  other  way,  he  at 
length  resolved  to  attempt  passing 
through  the  hou^c  ;  but,  while 
upon  the  stairs,  he  was  heard  by 
the  boy,  who  ran  towards  him  with 
a  knife  in  his  hand,  crying  'Thievcsl' 
Alarmed  by  the  boy,  the  barber's 
wife  came ;  and,  upon  Brown  as* 
suriug  her  that  he  had  taken  shelter 
in  the  house  in  order  to  avoid  the 
pursuit  of  bailiffs,  she  informed  hiu 
that  he  might  remain  there  till  he 
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could  ffo  home  in  safety  ;  but  he 
deemed  it  prudent  to  seize  the  op* 
portunity  uf  making  an  immediate 
retreat. 

During  the  ensuing  fair  at  Oris, 
tol  they  robbed  and  defrauded  se- 
Teral  clothiers^  and  other  dealers, 
of  property  to  a  very  considerable 
amount.  The  produce  of  these  cr. 
fects  being  expended  in  Roberts's 
house,  the  gang  determined  upon  an 
expedition  into  Stafibrdshire.  While 
they  remained  in  Staffordshire  thuy 
stole  sereral  horses,  which  iiirc 
taken  to  Roberts,  who  sold  them  at 
different  fairs  held  at  places  adjacent 
to  Bath. 

Ao  Irishman,  named  Bush,  an 
intrepid  tfnd  desperate  fellow,  who 
had  acted  as  hostler  to  Roberts,  was 
at  length  admitted  to  the  gang  ;  and 
soon  afterwards  he  set  out  in  com- 
pany with  Poultcr  towards  Tow- 
bridge,  in  Wiltshire,  with  a  deter- 
mination of  committing  robberies. 

Meeting  a  chaise,  Bush  declared 
he  would  rob  the  passetigers ;  but 
Ponlter  objected,  thinking  his  com. 
pinion  inclined  to  commit  murder. 
At  length  he  consented  to  rob  the 
chaise,  after  it  had  been  agreed  that 
no  cruelty  should  be  exercised.  It 
being  nearly  dark,  Poulter  thrust 
bis  hand  through  the  glass  of  the 
chaiio,  not  knowing  that  it  was 
drawn  up,  and,  it  being  terribly  cut, 
be  hastily  withdrew  it,  and  his  pis- 
tol went  off  by  accident.  Bush, 
soppoiing  the  fire  to  proceed  from 
the  gentlenao  in  the  carriage,  dis- 
charged  his  pistol,  but  without  any 
particalar  aim.  Poulter  now  called 
to  his  companion  to  desist ;  and, 
after  taking  out  of  the  chaise  a 
child,  which  he  kissed,  and  care- 
fully set  upon  the  ground,  he 
robbed  Dr.  Hancock,  of  Salisbury, 
of  a  guinea  and  a  half,  six  shillings, 
a  gold  watch,  some  child.bcd  linen, 
and  wearing  apparel  belonging  to 
bis  lady. 


After  the  above  robbery  the  vil- 
lains adjourned  to  a  public  house, 
that  had  been  long  frequented  by 
the  gang,  and  produced  the  stolen 
effects  to  the  landlord  and  his  wife  ; 
and  the  latter  supplied  them  with  a 
bag  for  packing  the  clothes  in.  The 
landlord  then  drew  the  charge  from 
^  fowling-piece,  to  furnish  them 
with  pouder;  after* which  they 
melted  a  pewter  spoon,  and  cast 
two  bullets.  Bush  asking  the  wo- 
man if  she  was  not  terrified  at  see- 
ing them  load  their  pistols,  she  said 
that  many  pistols  had  been  loaded 
in  her  kitchen,  without  giving  her 
the  least  alarm ;  adding,  that  they 
would  do  right  to  travel  as  far  as 
they  could  before  break  of  day, 
atid,  if  they  would  inform  her 
where  they  put  up,  she  would  trans- 
mit them  news  from  Bath. 

Leaving  this  house,  they  stole  a 
horse  at  an  adjacent  farm,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Exeter,  where  they  sold 
the  stolen  effects  to  a  man  who  had 
long  carried  on  an  illegal  traffic 
with  the  whole  gang. 

f  n  a  short  time  after  the  aboTO 
l^oulter  was  apprehended  in  a  pub- 
lic house  on  suspicion  of  having 
robbed  Doctor  Hancock  ;  and, 
being  taken  before  a  magistrate, 
ho  gave  information  against  hi» ac- 
complices, mentioning  the  several 
places  to  which  they  resorted,  and 
recommending  the  most  effectual 
measures  for  taking  them  into  cus- 
tody ;  particularizing  those  who 
had  been  sentenced  to  transporta- 
tion, and  teturned  before  the  expi- 
ration of  the  term  of  their  exile. 

While  he  was  under  examination 
he  advised  that  the  discoveries  he 
had  made  might  bo  kept  profound- 
ly secret,  observing  that  many  per^ 
sons  connected  with  the  gang  lived 
in  a  reputable  manner  ;  and  he  par- 
ticularly requested  that  the  messen- 
ger who  was  ordered  to  make  in- 
quiries at  Bath  might  carefully  coj^ 
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ceal  his  businrss  from  cvcrj  p<*r. 
ton  ciccpting  the  mayor.  t^oU 
withstanding  this  prt'caution,  the 
messenger  had  not  been  at  Oath 
mora  than,  an  hour  before  the 
names  of  all  the  villains  were  uni. 
Tersally  known  ;  and,  on  the  fuU 
lowing  morning,  printed  lists  of 
them  were  hawked  about  thg 
streets*  In  Consequence  of  this  im. 
prudent  conduct  Poulter's  accom. 
plices  escaped,  and  the  good  effects 
which  the  public  might  have  de« 
riTed  from  his  discoveries  were,  in 
m  great  measure,  defeated* 

Great  part  of  the  property  stolen 
from  Doctor  Hancock  was  restored 
to  that  gentleman,  who  visited 
Poulter  in  prison »  and  assured  him 
that  he  would  not  be  a  severe  pro- 
secutor ;  and  told  him  that,  if  he 
should  be  convicted,  he  would,  in 
all  probability,  be  deemed  an  ob- 
ject deserTing  the  royal  clemency. 

Notwithstanding  the  doctor's 
promise,  he  used  his  utmost  endea- 
"vours  to  procure  the  conviction  of 
Poulter  ;  and  even  waited  upon  the 
judge,  to  prevent  the  time  of  his 
eiecntion  being  prolonged.  How. 
CTer,  he  was  respited  for  six  weeks. 

During  his  confinement  he  wrote 
accounts  of  a  great  number  of  rob* 
beries  in  which  he  had  been  con. 
earned  in  divers  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. His  discoTeries  were  judged 
to  be  of  such  public  importance, 
that  the  corporations  of  Bristol, 
Bath,  Exeter,  and  Taunton,  and 
many  priTate  gentlemen,  exerted 
their  utmost  interest  in  his  behalf; 
and  it  was  generally  expected  that 
he  would  receive  a  pardon,  or  that 
the  sentence  of  death  would,  at 
least,  be  mitigated  to  that  of  trans- 
portation. 

He  was  examined  by  a  gentle- 
man of  the  law,  to  whom  he  re- 
lated  the  particulars  of  the  robbe- 
ries committed  by  himself  and  his 
accomplices,  with  but  Tcry  trifling 


variations  from  his  confcuion  b^. 
fore  the  magistrate,  and  what  was 
recited  in  the  papers  written  by  him 
after  his  commitment. 

Poulter  behaTed  with  a  decency 
and  moderation  becoming  hist  an. 
happy  circumstances ;  but  he  was, 
notwithstanding,  an  object  of  the 
implacable  enmity  of  the  gaoler. 
Though  he  had  paid  an  extraordi- 
nary pripp  for  the  use  of  a  bed,  thu 
inhuman'  riilaiik  would  allow  him 
only  straw  to  lie  upon,  even  in  the 
most  rigorous  season  of  the  year, 
when  he  was  in  a  state  of  health 
that  threatened  his  speedy  dbsoln. 
tion. 

The  cruelty  of  the  gaoler*s  treat* 
mcnt  occasioned  some  gentlemen  to 
write  to  him,  desiring  he  would  al- 
low the  prisoner  a  bed.  It  was 
imagined  that  the  malicious  repre- 
sentations of  the  gaoler  induced  a 
gentleman  of  great  intervit  al  court 
to  intercept  the  royal  mercy,  which, 
it  was  generally  belieTcd,  would  be 
extended  to  Poulter. 

A  report  being  circulated  that 
Poulter  was  to  be  executed  on  the 
1st  of  March,  he  wrote  to  a  gen- 
tleman from  whom  he  had  expe- 
rienced many  instances  of  hnouu 
nity,  requesting  to  be  informed 
whether  it  was  founded  in  truth, 
and  complaining  that  the  gaoler 
added  to  his  distress  by  perpetually 
reminding  him  that  he  must  inevi- 
tably fall  a  victim  to  the  law. 

PouItcr*s  dread  of  being  executed 
daily  increasing,  he  determined  to 
attempt  breaking  out  of  prison ; 
and,  haying  communicated  kia  de. 
sign  to  one  of  the  debtors,  on  San- 
day,  the  17th  of  Febrnirry,  tfaty 
forced  an  iron  bar  out  of  one  of  the 
windowa,  and  escaped. 

Poulter  travelled  as  far  as  Glas- 
tonbury with  one  of  his  irons  on  ; 
and,  after  disengaging  himself  from 
that  incumbrance,  he  continued 
walking  all  night,  although  he  was 
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extmnelj  weak  through  long  ilU 
fiCM,  and  his  legs  were  galled  and 
•welled  in  a  terrible  manner.  In 
the  day  they  concealed  themselves 
in  a  hay. rick 9  and  agreed  to  direct 
their  course  towards  Wales;  but, 
bcinx  ignorant  of  the  road,  they  on 
Tnesday  morning  found  themsclTes 
at  Wookcy,  near  Wells. 

Poulter  was  so  excessiTely  fa- 
tigued as  to  be  unable  to  pursue  his 
joumeyyand  it  was  therefore  agreed 
that  they  should  take  some  repose. 
They  went  into  an  alehouse,  where 
they  slept  till  two  o'clock;  and 
they  were  preparing  to  depart, 
when  a  mason,  who  lired  in  the 
neighborhood,  came  to  the  house 
for  some  liquor,  and,  recollectin  ^ 
the  person  of  PoultcT,  called  to  his 
joorneymen  to  assist  in  apprehend. 
ing  him.  He  was  secured  till  the 
next  day,  and  then  conducted  back 
to  Ifelchester  gaol. 

When  he  was  lodged  again  in 
prison  nine  days  of  the  time  for 
which  he  was  respited  remained  un- 
expired; bot  an  express  was  dis- 
patched to  a  member  of  parliament, 
requesting  him  to  use  his  interest  to 
obtain  an  order  for  his  immediate 
execution.  In  consequence  of  this 
an  order  was  issued,  commanding 
the  high  sheriff  to  cause  thi;  sen- 
tence of  the  law  to  be  inflicted  on 
Poulter  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  receipt  of  the  express 

Poulter  was  greatly  shocked  up- 
on  learning  that  the  warrant  was 
reccired  for  his  sudden  execution  ; 
but  he  soon  recorercd  his  spirits, 
and  endearoured  to  atone  for  past 
offences  by  a  sincere  repentance. 
After  receiving  the  sacrament  in  a 
Tcry  devout  manner,  he  prayed  with 
an  appearance  of  great  fervency, 
and  expressed  strong  hopes  of  ob- 
taining pardon  from  the  Almighty, 
whose  displeasure  he  had  not  in- 
curred (however  great  his  offences 


In  other  respects)  by  the  spilling  of 
innocent  blood. 

lie  behaved  in  a  very  penitent 
manner,  but  still  preserv^  a  decent 
fortitude,  at  the  place  of  execution. 
He  solemnly  declared  to  the  truth 
of  all  he  had  related  respecting  his 
accomplices;  and,  after  warning 
the  surrounding  multitude  to  avoid 
such  practices  as  had  proved  the 
cause  of  his  destruction,  he  prayed 
some  time  in  a  composed  and  fer- 
vent manner,  and  was  then  turned 
off. 

John  Poulter  was  hanged  at  Ivel- 
chester  on  the  25th  of  February, 
1756. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  Poul- 
ter, through  the  villainy  of  his  for- 
mer accomplices,  was  deprived  of 
the  advantage  that  would  have  ne- 
cessarily resulted  from  a  reforma- 
tion of  conduct.  Denied  the  op- 
portunity of  supporting  himself  by 
honest  means,  he  was,  in  a  manner, 
compelled  to  join  in  the  iniquitous 
practices  of  his*  former  associates; 
for  he  was  conscious  that,  had  he 
been  hardy  enough  to  oppose  their 
designs,  they  would  have  effected 
his  destruction. 

Though  this  man's  offences  were 
great,  wc  cannot  but  regret  his 
being  subjected  to  the  utmost  rigour 
of  the  law ;  since,  to  that  public 
he  had  so  highly  injured,  he  made 
no  incoisidcrable  reparation,  by 
causing  the  most  dangerous  set  of 
villains  that  ever  infested  these 
kingdoms  to  be  dispersed. 

Doctor  iiancork  visited  the  pri- 
soner, and  gave  him  hopes  of  life ; 
but  afterwards  used  every  possible 
endeavour  to  hasten  his  execution. 
Thus  he  seduced  the  unhappy  man 
to  neglect  a  preparation  for  eter- 
nity, to  which  he  labored  to  pre. 
cipitate  him  '  with  all  his  imper. 
fections  on  his  head.' 

The  conduct  of  the  gaoler  can- 
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not  be  mentioned  in  terms  of  Buffi- 
dent  abhorrence.  What  character 
can  more  proroke  our  hatred  than 
the  man  who,  instead  of  alleTiat- 
ing,  msolts  distress;  instead  of 
calming  a  perturbed  spirit,  ailds  to 
the  poignancy  of  affliction ;  and  in- 
capacitates a  miserable  wretch,  tot. 
tering  on  the  f erge  of  eternity,  for 
appealing  to  the  Almighty  with 
that  steady  and  fervent  seal  by 
which  alone  he  can  obtain  forgire- 
ness?  As  a  contrast  to  this  inha- 
man  Tillain  of  a  gaoler,  we  shall 
yiention  Mr.  Dagg,  who  was  keeper 
of  Bristol  prison  during  the  con- 
finement of  the  unfortunate  Richard 
Sarage,  Esq.  He  was  a  man  of 
strict  integrity  and  universal  be- 
nevolence; and  his  behaviour  to 
Savage  gave  the  ingenious  bio« 
grapher  of  that  unhappy  poet  oc- 
casion  for  the  following  reflections : 


^  Virtue  is  undoubtedly  most  land- 
able  in  that  state  wbick  makes  11 
most  difficult;  and  therefore  the 
humanity  of  a  gaoler  certainly  de^ 
serves  this  public  attestation ;  and 
the  man  whose  heart  has  not  been 
hardened  by  such  an  emplojrment 
may  justly  be  proposed  as  a  pattera 
of  benevolence.  If  an  inscripdon 
was  once  engraved  to  the  honest 
toU'gaiherer^  less  honours  ooght 
not  to  be  paid  to  the  tender  gaoler.* 
We  shall  here  conclude  with 
observing  that  guilt  must  ever  be 
attended  by  wretchedness:  per* 
petnal  fears  and  alarms  will  destroy 
the  hope  of  fnture  happlneas  ;  aed 
we  no  longer  consider  life  as  valo* 
able  than  while  we  are  uMe  to 
cherish  the  eipectation  that  per- 
manent  felicity  will  reward  the  toils 
of  the  present  hour. 


DAVIS, 


EXECUTED  POK  MAIL  ROBBERT. 


This  man  was  a  tallow-chandler 
in  Carnaby  Market,  London,  where 
he  had  some  time  carried  on  busi- 
ness with  apparent  credit,  until 
his  goods  were  distrained  by  his 
landlord  for  rent.  On  taking  the 
inventory  a  pistol  was  found  in 
the  drawer  of  a  bureau,  with  some 
parts  of  bank-notes,  and  several 
bills  of  exchange.  • 

The  Cirencester  mail  had  been 
robbed  above  two  years  before,  and, 
though  the  customary  reward  had 
been  advertised  for  the  discovery 
of  the  thief,  no  one  was  apprc. 
bended.  A  suspicion  arising  from 
the  circumstance  that  a  man  with 
such  property  by  him  should  suffer 
his  goods  to  be  seized,  the  contents 
*•  of  Davis's  bureau  were  shown  to  an 
officer  of  the  Post-office,  who  sus- 
pected the  notes  to  have  been  taken 
out  of  the  mail ;  but,  lest  be  should 


prove  innocent,  and  the  charge  be 
detrimental  to  him,  a  stratageui  was 
used  to  carry  him  before  a  OMgis* 
trate,  to  answer  for  some  brails  iu 
which  he  had  lately  been  biTolfud. 
There  he  was  charged  with  robbing 
the  mail,  but  which  he  denied. 

When  upon  the  point  of  being 
discharged,  a  person  came  to  flie 
office  with  a  silver  tankard  found 
concealed  in  Davis's  bouse,  which 
had  been  advertised  to  haTe  been 
purchased  with  one  of  the  notes 
plundered  from  the  mail,  of  Mr. 
Uarding,  in  the  Minories. 

Mr.  Harding  was  then  sent  for, 
who  swore  that  the  prisoner  pur- 
chased it  of  him ;  upon  wbldi 
Davis  confessed  that  he  knew  the 
person  who  had  robbed  the  mall, 
and  who,  he  said,  then  lay  under 
sentence  of  death  in  Newgete. 

To  this  falsehood  he  was  answered 


i  Ihc  pcraon  lie  (fescTibnl  wa> 
Mnlcnced  onl^  to  (ranspnrlviion  ; 
npon  which  he  (uriicil  pnt^,  ami 
wa*  agitated.  He  was  (httvupou 
commitltd  to  prison,  and  a  warrant 
of  detainer  toilgcil  against  the  ciiii- 
Tiet  whum  he  had  accused. 

He  vat  removed  by  writ  of  hn. 
beu  cnrpu*  to  Aylesbury,  and  on 
lliii  l^lhof  March,  \1.'>5,  bronght 
I*  lo  trial. 

When  aaked,  in  the  usual  form, 
Briietbcr  he  wai  giiiUy  or  not  guilty 


or  the  charges  laid  in  the  indict. 
iriFnt^  hu  rcftiicil  (n  picail  till  htft 
irons  wcio  taken  off.  Thia  the 
Court  assented  to,  uml  he  than 
pleaded  <■  Not  guiliy  ;'  but,  after  « 
(rial  which  occupied  fire  houn,  he 
wufconiicled. 

Oh  the  Sd  of  April,    1755,   ho 
was  cieeuletl  at  (ierrard's  Cross,  iii 
Itiickinghamahira,  the  place  where 
■it(c<I  the  foblwry,  and  tbvrc 


t\0       KNAPF  &  BALDWINS  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


relation  ?  Sorry  are  we  lo  ac 
knowledge  that  such  a  monster 
have  we  found  in  a  Welch  man. 

The  circumstances  which  came 
out  on  the  trial  of  Edward  Mor- 
gan 9  at  the  assizes  of  Glamorgan, 
were  these  :-« According  to  annual 
custom,  he  had  been  ihf  iled  by  Mr. 
Rees  Morgan,  of  Lanvabon,  his 
cousin,  to  spend  the  Christmas  ho- 
lidays. He  had  partaken  of  the 
first  daj's  festivity,  and  retired  to 
bed  along  with  a  young  man,  ap- 
prentice to  Mr.  Roes  Morgan.  No 
sooner  had  ho  laid  his  head  upon  the 
pillow,  to  use  his  own  expression, 
thao  the  devil  whispered  him  to  get 
iip«  arid  murder  the  whole  family, 
ahtt  he  determined  to  obey. 

Ho  first  made  ao  attempt  on  the 
apprentice,  his  bedfellow,  but  he 
straggled  so  far  as  to-effiect  his  es- 
cape,  and  hid  himself.  Themur. 
derer  then  provided  himself  with  a 
knife,  which  he  sharpened  on  a 
stone  as  deliberately  as  the  butcher 
uses  hisstei'I. 

Thus  prepared,  he  softly  crept  to 
the  bedchamber  of  his  host  and 
hostess,  and  cnt  their  throats  in 
their  sleep;  then  he  proceeded  to 
the  bed  of  their  beautiful  daughter, 
with  whom  the  monster  hail  but  an 


hour  before  been  Bporting.and  play- 
ing, and  with  equal  expedition, 
and  by  the  same  means,  robbed  hcc 
of  life! 

Not,  however,  satisfied  with 
causing  this  inundation  of  blood, 
he  seized  a  firebrand,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  barn  and  outhouses, 
setting  fire  to  them  all ;  and,  to 
complete  the  sum  of  his  crime,  be 
fired  the  dwelling-house,  after  pliin. 
during  it  of  some  articles. 

^  The  Gloucester  Jonmal,'  of 
the  year.  1757^  describes  the  pro- 
perty consumed  by^re  on  this  me- 
lancholy occasion  to  have  been  <  the 
dwelling-house,  a  bam  full  of  corn, 
a  bcast-house,  with  twelve  bead  of 
cattle  in  it ;  and  the  farmer,  his 
wife,  and  daughtert  ^if^m  either 
murdered  or  perished  in  the  flames  I' 

It  was  at  first  conjectured  that 
the  unfortunate  people  had  perhhed 
in  the.  conflagration.  Their  mur- 
dered bodies,  it  is  too  true,  were 
consumed  to  ashes,  and  the  manner 
of  their  death  was  proved  partly 
by  what  the  concealed  apprentice 
overheard,  but  chiefly  from  the 
murderer's  own  confeuion.  He 
was  executed  at  Glamorgan,  April 
the  6th,  1757. 


ROBERT  ALSOP,  AND  SIX  SEAMEN, 

CONVICTED  OF  A  HIOT  AMD  IMPRE&SINQ  A  CITIZEN. 


TuE  liberty  of  the  subject  is,  by 
Magna  Charta,  declared  sacred  ; 
yet  the  imperious  call  of  war,  for 
seamen  to  defend  our  island  from  a 
foreign  foe,  has  rendered  it  expe- 
dient to  seize  seamen  in  the  mer- 
chants' employ,  and  force  them  on 
board  a  man  of  war. 

To  supply  a  nation's  call  much 
may  be  urged  on  this  violation ;  yet 
it  is  pregnant  with  great  mischief  to 
individuals,  and  no  provision  is 
awarded  to  the  sufierer.  A  ship 
richly  laden  is  readv  to  bend  her 


sails,  to  carry  the  industry  of  our 
countrymen  to  a  market  which  can. 
not  be  found  at  home ;  and  at  the 
dead  hour  of  night,  even,  indeed,  as 
the  anchor  is  weighing,  a  ferocious 
gang  .may  board  and  carry  off  her 
seamen. 

The  ship,  thus  stripped  of  the 
means  of  ploughing  the  ocean,  re- 
mains in  port,  week  after  week, 
waiting  for  hands,  which  are  often- 
unattainable,  by  reason  of  a  press 
of  seamen.  She  lays  at  the  mer- 
chant's   cost :     no    demurrage    ii 
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awarded  him ;  no  allowance  made 
for  the  decay  of  the  cargo ;  in  fact, 
he  is  totally  withoat  remedy.  His 
serf  ants,  the  seamen,  are  forcibly 
'carried  off,  often  without  e?cn  the 
solace  of  their  chest,  torn  away 
from  their  wifes  and  children,  and 
compelled  to  serre  against  their  in- 
clination. But,  replies  gofernmcnt, 
pritatc  interest  must  give  \«ay  to 
the  public  weal ;  and  thus  com. 
Berce,  the  Tery  essence  of  our 
prosperity,  is  often  cramped  to  feed 
ambition, 

Bot,  whenefer  this  violence  be- 
comes iodispensably  necessary,  those 
to  whom  this  duty  is  imposed  should 
pay  some  respect  to  persons,  and 
pCTform  their  unpleasant  duty  with 
some  degree  of  humanity.  The 
present  case  exhibits  a  scene  of 
wanton  outrage. 

A  press-gang,  in  the  year  1755, 
in  a  riotous  manner  forced  then!. 
stives  into  the  house  of  Mr.  Wil. 
liam  Godfrey,  a  man  of  good  re- 
pnte,  and  a  cooper  of  the  city  of 
London.  They  knocked  him  down, 
wmI  dragged  him  through  the  streets, 
witk  only  one  slipper  on,  and  thus 
forcibly  put  him  on  board  a  king's 
slUp  in  the  rirerThame^.  There 
he  was  con6ned  in  the  hold,  among 
a  numlier  of  other  subjects,  where 
there  was  a  suffocating  stench,  the 
effects  of  which  long  endangered 
his  life.  Twelve  hours  was  he  thus 
confined,  to  the  scandal,  as  the 
printed  accounts  of  this  lawless 
baseness  of  the  time  said,  of  all  go- 
vernment, and  in  derogation  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  city  of 
J^ndon.  At  length,  the  lord-mayor 
interfering  his  authority,  Mr.  God- 
frey was  released,  and  his  friends 
set  about  the  laudable  task  of  bring. 
Ing  those  ruf&ans  to  condign  punish- 
ment. 

Robert  Alsop,  William  Sturges, 
John  Dodsey,  Frederick  Offler, 
James  Williamson,  Charles  Powell, 
and  Benjamin  Tidsdale,  a  part  of 


thii  press.gang,  were  indicted,  and 
committed  to  prison. 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the 
Guildhall  of  the  city  of  London, 
Sturges  and  Dodsey  having  sur. 
rendered  themselves,  and  pleading 
for  mercy,  were  acquit(e<l ;  but  the 
others  found  guilty. 

While  the  Court  was  deliberating 
on  the  punishment  to  be  inflicted 
on  them,  some  officers  of  goTcrn- 
ment  interceded,  and  prayed  that 
their  country  might  not  long  be  de. 
privcd  of  their  services  against  the 
French,  then  at  war  with  us.  In 
consequence  of  this,  and  the  cul. 
prits,  on  their  knees,  sucing  for 
mercy,  backed  by  Mr.  Godfrey's 
generous  forgiveness,  they  were 
only  sentenced  to  ten  days'  impri- 
sonment. 

Various  arc  the  arts  practised  by 
those  likely  to  serve  the  king,  and 
seafaring  men,  to  avoid  the  press, 
gang.  An  humorous  device  for  this 
purpose  was  used  at  a  place  called 
Salt  Coats,  in  the  west  of  Scotland, 
during  the  last  American  war, where 
a  company  of  young  men  and 
maids  having  met  to  be  merry,  an 
impress  officer  in  the  neighborhood 
thought  it  a  (it  opportunity  to  pick 
up  some  useful  hands  to  serve  his 
majesty. 

Accordingly,  with  his  gang,  as- 
sisted by  a  party  of  soldiers,  the 
bam  in  which  they  were  daneing 
was  invested.  Their  approach  being 
discovered,  the  doors  and  windows 
were  barricaded,  and  a  resistance 
declare^. 

Being  unwilling,  however,  to 
come  to  extremities  while  the  girls 
were  in  danger,  a  parley  was  de- 
manded and  granted,  and  the  women 
were  io  depart  unmolested,  in  the 
mean  time  the  young  men  and  maids 
had  changed  clothes ;  and,  when 
the  press-gang  and  soldiers  entered, 
they  found,  to  their  mortification, 
that  the  females,  on  that  occasion, 
all  wore  the  breeches ! 
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JOHN  BERRY,  STEPHEN  M<DANIEU  JAMES  EGAN,  JAMES 

SALMON,  AND BLEE, 

MURDERERt  AND  CONSPIRATORS. 

Wb  should  hafe  sapposed  Ihst    deed  be  planned,  add  bjr  none  lesT 


these  pages  had  already  disclosed 
the  horrid  crime  of  marder  under 
eferj  hellish  impulse  of  the  mind  ; 
but  here  we  find  the  shedding  of  in. 
nocent  blood  carried  on  in  a  course 
of  systematic  wickedness. 

When  a  nation  hat  been  long 
engaged  in  foreign  wars,  and  then 
suddenly  concludes  a  peace,  what 
proves  a  national  happineis  is  a  sad 
jnbfortune  to  thousands  of  brafe 
foldien  and  seamen,  who  bad  long 
made 

'  Tbe  Aint^  coach  of  war 
Their  thnce-driven  hed  of  down.' 

The  peace  of  the  year  1749  pro- 
duced a  greatly  augmented  calen. 
vdar  in  each  county  gaol  in  the  king, 
dom ;  and,  to  pre? ent  the  great 
increase  of  robbers,  government 
deemed  it  cipedient  to  offer  addi. 
tional  rewards  for  apprehending 
those,  who,  in  certain  cases,  had 
been  guilty  of  violation  of  the  law. 

It  will  hardly  be  credited  that  so 
diabolical  a  conspiracy  could  be  en. 
gendered  in  the  mind  of  man,  as 
that  of  enticing  innocent  youths  to 
commit  a  robbery,  and  then  appre- 
hending them,  for  the  sake  of  a  re- 
ward, thus  making  a  very  trade  of 
human  blood ;  but  yet  this  dam. 
nable  plot  was  long  successfully 
carried  on,  and  many  an  innocent 
man  fell. a  victim  to  the  prettnded 
violated  laws  of  the  country* 

It  will,  by  some,  from  the  above 
comments  on  I  he  effects  of  a  peace, 
be  naturally  conjectured  that  the 
conspirators  were  discharged  sol. 
diers  or  sailors.  No,  thank  God, 
tbe  worst  offence  we  hafe  to  charge 
them  with,  and  those,  perhaps, 
committed  through  the  calls  of  dis. 
tress,  fall  infinitely  short  of  these 
men's  crhnes.  In  the  hard  hearts 
^  tfaief.takcrf  alone  could  such  a 


callous  to  humanity  could  such  a 
murderous  scheme  to  amass  money 
be  carried  into  execution. 

The  head,  or  captain,  as  they 
dignified  him,  was  Berry,  a  runner, 
or,  as  commonly  denominated,  a 
« thief-taker,'  who  lived  at  the  edd 
of  what  was  then  called  George 
Yard,  at  the  bottom  of  Hatton 
Garden,  and  Blee  was  his  servant. 

M^ Daniel  kept  a  public  house  in 
Holbom ;  Egan  was  a  shoeoMker, 
and  Salmon  a  leather  breeches- 
maker;  and  both  lived  in  Dmry 
Lane. 

These  villains,  horrid  to  relate, 
conspired  together  in  accusing  looo. 
cent  people  of  crimes  which  took 
tfWay  life,  for  the  reward  so  offered. 
Various  were  the  diabolical  plans 
they  laid  for  this  purpose. 

At  one  time  they  enticed  two  vie 
tims  to  join  them  in  committing  a 
highway  robbery  upon  one  of  their 
own  gang,  a  third  was  to  purchase 
the  stolen  goods,  and  the  other  was 
to  apprehend  the  intended  victims, 
permitting  his  accomplice,  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  robbery,  to 
escape,  and  then  to  join  the  party 
robbed  and  the  receiver  in  the  pro. 
secution.  But  if,  through  the  in* 
formation  of  the  other  two,  the 
thief-taker,  who  pro|K>scd  and  as- 
sisted ill  the  robliery,  was  appre- 
hended, then,  in  order  to  preserve 
him,  the  prosecution  was  not  sup- 
ported. 

These  villains  exhibited  an  accu- 
satlon  of  robbery  against  two  yoong 
men  named  Newman  and  March. 
Upon  their  trial  they  related  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  been  se* 
duced ;  but  the  evidence  of  the 
thicf.takers  was  so  strong,  that 
they  were  convicted,  and  suffered 
death. 
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A  poor  man,  named  Tyler,  was 
net  by  ooe  of  the  gang,  who  said  he 
woald  make  him  a  present  of  a 
horse,  for  whi(ch  he  had  no  further 
occasion.  The  unfortunate  man 
joyfully  received  the  horse  from  his 
apparently  generous  benefactor, 
bj  whom  he  was  adrised  to  take  the 
boast  to  an  inn  in  Smithfield,  there 
to  be  taken  care  of  till  ho  should 
determine  in  what  manner  to  dis- 
pose  of  him.  Before  he  could 
reach  Smithfield  he  was  seized  by 
£gan,  who  took  him  before  the 
sitting  alderman ;  and,  it  being 
sworn  that  he  had  stolen  the  horse, 
be  was  committed  to  Newgate,  and 
soon  afterwards  hanged*  In  the 
year  1753  they  charged  an  inno- 
cent  mao,  named  Woodland,  with 
felony  ;  and  he  was  committed,  and 
sent«snced  to  suffer  death ;  but  he 
was  80  fortunate  as  to  receive  a  par. 
dooy  on  condition  of  transportf. 
tion.  The  Tillains,  howe? er,  claim. 
ed,  and  actually  received,  the  re- 
ward,  in  consequence  of  their  having 
prosecuted  him  to  conviction* 

Joshua  Ridden,  whom  we  have 
already  mentioned,  was   the  next 
who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  their  abomi. 
nable  artifices.    It  would  be  tedious 
Co  recount  the  particulars'  relating 
to  the  many  |>eople  who  suffered 
death  through  the  false  evidence  of 
these  atrocious  villains  ;  and  espe- 
cially as  the  several  cases  bear  much 
similarity  to  each  other.     We  shall 
now  proceed  to  a  narrative  of  the 
fact  of  which  they  were  convicted. 
The  money  obtained  by  the  con. 
viction  of  Kidden  being  nearly  ex- 
pended, they  employed  themselves 
in  concerting  new  schemes  of  vil. 
lainy  for  recruiting  their  finances. 
It  was  determined  to  employ  a  man 
named  Blee,  a  fellow  of  abandoned 
principles,  who  had  for  some  time 
acted  as  an  assistant  to  Berry,  in 
attending  in  the  fields  about  Isling. 
too  tiU  he  could  decoy  two  idle 


boys  to  cohsent  to  join  him  in  a 
robbery. 

They  all  held  a  meeting  in  an  ar- 
hour  belonging  to  a  public  house 
(theSir  John  Oidcastle)  in  the  neigh, 
borhood  of  Llington,  where  they 
appointed  the  time  for  committing 
the  robbery  ;  and  that  it  should  be 
near  Dcptford,  on  account  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Greenwich  having 
advertised  twenty  pounds  for  the 
apprehending  any  highwayman  or 
footpad, in  addition  to  the  reward  al. 
lowed  by  parliament.  Their  wicked 
plan  being  settled,  they  separated  ; 
for,  lest  they  should  be  suspected  of 
holding  an  improper  correspond, 
ence,  they  were  particularly  careful 
not  to  be  seen  together  where  there 
was  a  probability  of  their  persons 
being  known. 

They  afterwards  mot  at  the  Bell 
Inn,  Hulborn,  and  there  came  to 
the  following  agreement:  that  Sal- 
mon, who  was  a  breechcs.maker  by 
trade,  should  make  two  pair  of 
breeches,  and  put  them  into  a  hand, 
kerchief,  having  a  particular  mark  ; 
that  he  should  have  a  pocket-piece, 
a  tobacco-box,  with  his  name  en. 
graved  on  the  lid,  and  some  other 
articles  which  he  could  accurately 
describe ;  and  that  he  should  be 
robbed  by  Blee,  in  conjunction 
with  any  two  boys  he  could  prevail 
upon  to  join  him. 

On  the  following  morning  Berry 
directed  Blee  to^  go  into  Fleet 
Market  in  search  of  two  boys, 
giving  him  threepence,  that  he 
might  treat  with  gin  those  he  should 
think  most  likely  to  comply  with 
his  proposal.  Blee  met  with  John 
Ellis  and  Peter  Kelly,  whom  ho 
treated  with  gin ;  and  then  departed, 
not  doubting  of  their  ready  com- 
pliance, as  he  knew  they  had  been 
guilty  of  picking  pockets,  and  other 
mean  offences. 

Upon  returning  to  Berry  he  re. 
cciveid    another  thrcepencci    with 
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•rders  (o  tamper  with  the  boys ; 
and,  if  they  seemed  likely  to  fall 
into  the  snare,  to  mention,  that,  if 
they  would  join  him,  a  considerable 
booty  in  linen  might  be  obtained  at 
Deptford.  Bice  treated  the  boys  a 
second  time,  and  then  proposed  the 
robbery,  in  which  they  consented 
to  become  parties. 

The  gang  met  the  next  day  at 
an  alehouse  in  Holboni,  and  gave 
Blee  money  to  treat  the  boys  with 
liquor.  M^Daniel,  being  suspicious 
that  Blee  had  not  made  the  pro* 
gress  he  pretended,  insisted  upon 
seeing  the  intended  Tictiins ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  he,  accompanied 
by  Berry  and  Blee,  went  to  Fleet 
Market,  were  the  latter  pointed 
to  the  boys,  who  were  then  in  a 
pea-cart. 

After  some  debates,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  horrid  plan  should  be  car- 
ried Into  execution  on  the  foHowiog 
Monday.  About  nine  in  the  morn- 
ing Blee  went  in  search  of  the  boys, 
and  took  them  to  a  public  house  in 
little  Britain,  where  they  bad  bread 
and  cheese  and  beer,  which  Blee 
paid  for  out  of  a  crown  he  had  re. 
ceiTcd  from  hb  accomplices',  for  the 
purpose  of  treating  them.  From 
this  house  they  went  to  the  sign  of 
the  Bell,  in  the  Borough,  where  the 
rest  of  the  gang  were  to  sec  them, 
in  order  to  be  convinced  that  they 
had  not  failed  meeting.  Kelly,  see- 
ing Berry  sitting  in  a  room  at  the 
Bell,  and  knowing  him  to  be  a 
thief-taker,  was  much  alarmed;  but 
his  tranquillity  returned  upon  being 
assured  by  Blee  that  he  had  no 
cause  for  fear. 

Blee  now  took  his  two  devoted 
companions  to  a  house  in  the  Bo- 
rough  Market,and  gave  them  liquor 
till  they  were  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion. They  then  adjourned  to  a 
field,  where  the  boys  slept  some 
time;  and,  being  awakened  by  Blee, 
they  proceeded  towards  Dop^Tord. 


They  went  to  the  Ship  siehmife 
at  Deptford,  where  they  had  been 
but  a  short  time  when  Salmon  coie 
in,  and,  pretending  to  be  drank, 
leant  against  the  dresser,  and  sM 
he  was  going  to  f^odon. 

When  It  was  nearly  dark  Sakaoa 
went  out  of  the  house;  and  pre* 
sedtly  afterwards  Blee  desired  the 
boys  to  take  a  walk  with  Mm. 
Salmon  waited  near  the  foor-tmilc 
stone,  as  had  been  agreed;  and 
when  Blee,  Ellis,  and  Kelly,  caeie 
within  sight  of  him,  the  former  said. 
^  There  is  the  old  breeches-maker 
that  was  so  drunk  at  the  Ship  ;*  aad 
proposed  to  rob  him,  to  which  the 
others  consented. 

Kelly  asking  Salmon  what  he 
had  under  his  arm,  Salmon  said  he 
would  readily  ddircr  his  property, 
begging  that  he  might  not  be  treated 
with  cruelty,  and  then  dellrered  his 
bundle  to  Blee,  who  gave  it  to  Kel- 
ly ;  after  whioh  he  gave  hb  moacj, 
which  was  in  a  tin  box :  after  search- 
ing hb  pockets,  and  taking  his  to- 
bacco-box, they  retreated  towards 
London. 

By  the  direction  of  Berry,  Blee 
conducted  the  lads  to  a  lodging* 
house  In  Kent  Street;  and  the  next 
morning  met  them  at  the  Spivad 
Eagle  in  the  Borough  Market^ 
where  they  had  ate  and  drank  on 
the  preceding  day.  Blee  now  went 
to  the  White  Bear,  and  informed 
Berry,  Egan,  and  Salmon,  where 
he  had  left  the  boys ;  and  presendj 
after  returned  with  some  limb's 
lirer  for  breakfast,  and  found  Emi 
sitting  la  the  box  with  them,  lie 
whispered  to  the  lads  that  the  man 
(Bgan)  was  a  dealer  in  old  ciottes, 
and  wouki  probably  purdiaaa  the 
breeches.  Bias  asked  him  to  bay 
the  breechct|  for  which  he  oflmd 
five  shillings,  giving  one  sUHing  as 
earnest,  and  saying  he  would  soon 
fetch  the  rest  of  the  moacj. 

Egan  now  pretended  that  ha  bad 
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lost  his  tobacco.box ;  on  which 
that  taken  from  Salmon  was  offered 
to  him,  and  he  purchased  it  for  a 
quart  of  beer.  Egan  now  returned 
to  the  White  Bear ;  and  presently 
affcr  Bice,  under  pretence  of  going 
to  be  shaTcd,  called  upon  his  ac- 
complices at  that  house,  and  then 
proceeded  through  the  city  to  Ux. 
bridge. 

Egan  went  again  to  the  Spread 
Eagle,  but,  in  order  to  detain  the 
lads,  urged  the  absence  of  Blee  as 
an  excuse  for  not  immediately  pay. 
ing  the  four  shillings.  In  a  few 
minutes  M^Daniel  entered,  and, 
saying  he  had  a  warrant  against 
Ellis  and  Kelly,  seized  them,  and, 
taking  a  rope  from  his  pocket,  tied 
them  together. 

M ^Daniel  now  dispatched  a  mes- 
sengcr  for  Salmon,  and,  when  he 
came  into  the  house,  turned  to 
Egan,  asking  him  what  was  con. 
tained  in  the  handkerchief  nnder 
his  arm ;  on  which  he,  with  an  af. 
fectcd  abruptness,  said,  *  What  is 
that  to  you  ?  My  bundle  contains 
ray  own  property,  which  I  hafebut 
just  purchased.*  M ^Daniel  insist, 
ing  upon  seeing  the  contents  of  the 
bundle,  it  was  opened ;  when  Sal- 
mon claimed  the  breeches,  saying 
be  had  been  robbed  of  them.  In 
consequence  of  this  Kelly  and  Ellis 
were  searched,and  a  knife,  a  pocket- 
piece,  and  some  other  articles,  being 
found  upon  them,  and  claimed  by 
Salmon,  they  were  taken  out  of  the 
boose,  in  order  for  examination  be- 
fore a  magistrate  at  Greenwich. 
M'Daniei  used  every  ai^nment  in 
his  power  to  persuade  the  boys  to 
confess  themselves  guilty  of  the  rob. 
bery,  and  promised,  if  they  would 
comply,  to  exert  his  utmost  endea. 
voors  to  save  their  Utcs  ;  but  they 
persisted  in  a  refusal.  Upon  reach, 
ing  Greenwich  all  the  parties  went 
into  a  public  house  for  refreshment, 
and  then  went  before  a  magistrate, 


who  committed  the  prisoners  to 
JV1  aids! one  gaol. 

On  the  way  to  Maidsfone  they 
related  to  the  constable  who  had 
charge  of  them  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  seduced  by  Blee  ; 
and,  on  his  return,  he  stated  the 
]:articulars  to  Mr.  Cox,  the  high- 
constable  of  the  hundred,  nho,  hav- 
ing heard  that  Blee  and  M^ Daniel 
were  acquainted,  entertained  a  sus. 
picion  Ihiit  some'Tillainy  had  been 
practised  with  respect  to  the  youths, 
and  he  therefore  caused  Blee,  to  be 
apprehended.  Blee,  being  taken  to 
the  magistrate  at  Greenwich,  ac- 
knowledged all  the  particulars  re- 
specting the  wicked  transaction,  and 
his  confession  being  taken  in  writing, 
he  affixed  to  it  his  signature. 

The  time  for  holding  the  assizes 
being  arrived,  Mr.  Cox,  having  a 
warrant  for  apprehending  Berry, 
Salmon,  M^Danid,  and  Egan, 
went  to  Maidstone,  having  Blee  in 
custody.  Mr.  Cox  waited  till  the 
conclusion  of  the  trial,  but  had  no 
sooner  heard  the  foreman  of  the 
jury  pronounce  the  prisoners  guilty, 
than  he  caused  the  four  iniquitous 
accomplices  to  be  taken  into  cus- 
tody. They  obstinately  persisted  in 
declaring  themselves  innocent ;  and, 
even  when  confronted  with  Blee, 
denied  having  the  least  knowledge 
of  him  :  but,  on  the  following  day, 
they  severally  requested  to  be  ad« 
mitted  evidences  for  the  crown :  in 
this  neither  of  them  was  indulged, 
the  evidence  of  Blee  being  deemed 
sufficient  for  their  conviction. 

They  were  removed  to  Jx^ndon, 
in  order  for  trial,  as  being  accesso- 
ries  before  the  fact.  The  jury  were 
not  able  to  determine  whether  the 
prisoners  came  within  the  descrip. 
tlon  of  the  statutes  fourth  and  fifth 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  or  third  and 
fourth  of  VVtlliam  and  Mary,  and 
therefore  referred  the  case  to  the 
decision  of  the  twelve  judges. 
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The  special  Terdict  being  brought 
to  a  hearing  before  the  judges  in 
the  hall  Of  Sergeants'  Inn,  counsel 
was  heard  on  both  sides,  and  it  was 
unanimously  determined  that  the  of- 
fences charged  against  the  prisoners 
did  not  come  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statutes  above  mentioned  ;  but 
orders  were  given  for  indicting  them 
for  a  conspiracy. 

An  indictment  being  found  against 
iheii\,  they  were  again  put  to  the 
bar  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and,  (he  e?i. 
dences  exhibited  against  them  on 
their  former  trial  being  recapitu- 
lated,  the  jury  pronounced  them 
guilty,  and  they  were  sentenced  to 
be  punished  in  the  following  man- 
ner: Berry  and  M^Daniel  to  stand 
on  the  pillory  once  at  the  end  of 
Hattou  Garden,  in  Hoi  born,  and 
once  at  the  end  of  King  Street, 
in  Cheapside  ;  Salmoa^ind  Egan  to 
stand  once  in  the  middle  of  West 
Smithfield,  and  the  second  time  at 
the  end  of  Fetter  Lane,  in  Fleet 
Street ;  and  all  to  be  imprisoned  in 
Newgate  for  the  space  of  seven 
years,  and  upon  the  expiration  of 
that  time  not  to  be  discharged  with. 
out  flnding  sureties  to  be  bound  in 
the  penalties  of  a  thousand  pounds 
each  for  their  good  behaviour  for 
the  seven  following  years. 

March  the  5th,  1756,  M^Daniel 
and  Berry  were  set  on  the  pillory 
at  the  end  of  HattoR  Garden,  and 
were  so  severely  treated  by  the  po. 
pulace  that  their  lives  were  sup. 
)>osed  to  be  in  danger. 

Egan  and  Salmon  were  taken  to 
Smithfield  on  Monday,  the  eighth  of 
the  same  month,  amidst  a  surprising 
concourse  of  people,  who  no  sooner 
saw  the  offenders  exposed  on  the 
pillory,  than  they  pelted  them  with 
stones,  brick-bats,  potatoes,  dead 
tUigs  and  cats,  and  other  things. 
The  constables  now  interposed;  but, 
being  soon  overpowered,  the  of- 
fenders were  left  wholly   te    the 


mercy  of  an  enraged  mob.  The 
blows  they  received  occasioned  their 
heads  to  swell  to  an  enormous  size  ; 
and  by  people  hanging  to  the  skirts 
of  their  clothes  they  were  nearly 
strangled.  They  had  been  on  the 
pillory  about  half  an  hour,  when  a 
stone  striking  Egan  on  the  bead,  he 
immediately  expired. 

This  man's  fate,  however  ille- 
gally he  met  his  death,  will  cause 
but  little  sorrow  ;  yet,  living  un- 
der wholesome  laws,  we  would  not 
see  punishment  inflicted  on  even 
such  a  wretch  as  Egan,  except 
through  the  sentence  of  a  Court. 

The  sheriffs  fearing  that,  should 
the  survivors  be  again  exposed  to 
the  yengeaiicc  of  an  enraged  fieople, 
they  would  share  the  fate  of  their 
companion  in  iniquity,  the  re* 
mainder  of  the  sentence  of  pillory. 
was  on  that  account  remitted  ;  but 
the  length  of  their  sentence  of  im- 
prisonment, added  to  the  great 
amount  of  the  sureties  for  their 
good  behaviour  after  the  expiration 
thereof,  mig^i  have  been  considered 
tantamount  to  imprisonment  for 
life  ;  a  fate  well  suited  to  such  mis- 
chievous, hard-hearted,  and  unre- 
lenting villains. 

1'hey,  however,  soon  died  in 
Newgate,  thus  ridding  the  world  of 
the  bulk  of  this  terrific  gang* 

Though  the  offences  of  the  above 
men  were  attended  with  the  most 
aggravating  circumstances  of  wil- 
ful and  premeditated  murder,  they 
were  perpetrated  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  bo  cognizable  under  the 
penal  law  :  but  they  had  ^  all  the 
guilt  of  blood'  to  answer  for  at 
that  high  tribunal,  where,  as  they 
had  lived  without  mercy,  and  died 
withont  repentance,  they  could  have 
no  hope  of  escaping  that  most  dreafl- 
ful  punishment  denounced  against 
those  who  violate  this  diyine  coni. 
mand,  ^Thou  shalt  do  no  mur- 
der.* 
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CHRISTOPHER  WOODLAND, 

CONVICTED  OF  STEALING, 


The  cases  of  the  wretched  men 
who  fell  fictions  to  the  horrid  plots 
uf  the  thief-takers  already  mention- 
ed show  what  variety  of  arts  had 
been  adopted  by  them  in  seeking 
the  innocent  blood  of  their  fellow- 
creatures. 

The  fate  of  Woodland  is,  how. 
ever,  deserving  of  much  less  pity 
than  that  of  Kidden:  the  former 
consented  to  join  in  a  burglary, 
which,  though  a  trap  laid  for  him, 
proved  that  he  was  a  thief,  ready  to 
join  any  hardened  gang  of  robbers. 

They  thus  practised  upon  Wood- 
land : — Betry,  the  head  of  the  gang, 
hired  a  single  room  of  one  Mr. 
Evvncss,  on  Saffron  Hill,  osten- 
sibly  for  James  Egan,  another  of 
the  gaMg.  They  put  into  this  room 
some  mean  articles  of  furniture,  and 
thus  made  the  place  suited  to  their 
purpose.  Then  Berry,  McDonald, 
lilgan^  and  Mary  Jones,  who  had 
now  become  associated  with  them, 
ordered  Blee  to  procure  a  yictim, 
who  might  join  some  of  them  in 
robbing  this  room. 

Blee,  ever  the  drudge  of  the 
gang,  pitched  upon  a  half- wilted 
fellow,  the  immediate  subject  of 
the  present  inquiry. 

£^ao,  who  had  been  a  shoe, 
maker,  took  possession  of  the  room. 


and  hammered  upon  his  lapstone ; 
not  to  mend  soles,  but  to  make 
souls  aride  from  the  bodies  of  his 
▼ictims.  Blee  intoxicated  Wood- 
fand,  and  then  proposed  what  he 
called  a  plan  to  ensure  the  road  to 
wealth.  The  .sot,  delighted  with 
the  offer,  readily  joined  him  in 
breaking  into  the  shoemaker^a 
room,  where  he  was  assured  a 
large  booty  mi^ht  be  obtained. 

Woodland  committed  the  bur. 
glary,  and  was  followed  by  Blee. 
He  seized  some  bundles  of  clothes, 
placed  there  for  ^the  purpose,  and 
was  advised  by  his  deceitful  com- 
panion to  offer  them  for  sale  to 
Mary  Jones.  The  gang  rushed 
into  her  apartment,  seized  Wood- 
land, but  permitted  Blee  to  escape. 
They  took  him  before  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  swore  to  the  burglary, 
and  consequently  h^  was  comiliittcd 
to  Newgate. 

As  no  other  offence  appeared 
against  him,  and  from  his  not  ap- 
pearing an  old  offender,  the  capital 
part  of  the  indictment,  the  bur. 
glary,  was  not  pressed  ;  and  he  was 
found  guilty  alone  of  stealing. 

He  was  consequently  sentenced 
to  transportation  only,  and  sent  to 
America* 


BLI  GONZALEZ,  alias  JOHN  SYMMONDS,  alias  SPANISH 

JACK, 

EXECUTED  FOR  STEALING  A  SILVER  TANKARD. 


Gonzalez  was  descended  of  re- 
putable parents  residing  at  A  licant, 
to  Spain,  who  were  exceedingly  care« 
ful  of  his  education,  intending  him 
for  holy  orders  ;  but  all  their  hopes 
in  him  were  disappointed,  for  he 
absconded  from  school,  and  entered 
on  board  a  man  of  war.  Haying 
remained  some  years  iu  this  station, 


he  engaged  on  board  a  ship  of  war 
belonging  to  England,  and  sailed 
up  the  Levant. 

After  staying  some  time  at  Alex- 
andria, Smyrna,  and  other  places, 
the  ship  put  into  Gibraltar,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  up ;  in  con- 
sequence tof  which  he  entered  on 
board  a  Dutch  tcsscI.     He  served 
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10  several  English  prWatcenduring 
the  war ;  and,  when  peace  was  re- 
stored, joined  one  of  the  gangs  of 
smugglers  (hat  infested  the  coast  of 
Kent  and  Sussex. 

Uis  connexions  among  the  Eng- 
lish induced  him  to  change  his  name 
to  John  Sjmmonds,  by  which  ap- 
pellation we  shall  hereafter  distin- 
guish hiro. 

Having  acquired  a  sum  of  money, 
he  repaired  to  London,  and  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  a  number  of 
people  of  both  sexes,  of  the  most 
wicked  and  abandoned  characters* 

Having  spent  his  money  in  scenes 
of  riot  and  intoxicatiou,  he  ob- 
tained credit  for  divers  small  sums 
from  different  people,  whom  he 
amused  by  assuring  them  that  ho 
was  entitled  to  prize-money,  on  the 
receipt  of  which  he  would  pay 
them. 

Uis  creditors  becoming  importu. 
nate  for  their  money,  he  formed 
the  resolution  Of  going  again  to  sea ; 
•but,  not  being  able  to  enter  into 
such  advantageous  engagements  as 
he  expected,  he  became  acquainted 
with  an  Infamous  gang  of  robbers, 
And  joined  in  their  iniquitous  prac. 
tices*  They  committed  a  variety 
of  robberies  in  the  fields  near  Step- 
ney ;  but  none  of  them  were  at- 
tended '  with  circumstances  suffi- 
ciently remarkable  for  recital. 

As  Symmonds  was  passing  along 
Rag  Fair,  he  was  seized  by  a  per- 
son whom  he,  in  conjunction  with 
other  villains,  had  robbed  the  pre- 
ceding evening.  This  event  occa- 
sioned him  to  reflect  on  his  danger- 
ous situation ;  and  judging  that,  if 
he  continued  his  illegal  courses,  he 
could  not  long  escape  detection,  ho 
determined  to  give  information 
against  his  accomplices. 

He  communicated  his  design  to 
M ^Daniel,  and  accompanied  him 
and  other  thief-takers  one  evening 
to  a*house  where  they  weretlrink- 


iog,  when  Manderile,  Holmes,  and 
Newton,  were  taken  into  custody; 
but  two  others  of  the  gang  escaped 
through  a  window.  Afaniieviie, 
Holmes,  and  Newton,  were  con- 
Tic  ted  on  the  evidence  of  Sym- 
monds, and  executed  in  October, 
1751,  at  Tyburn. 

For  the  apprehension  of  the  three 
malefactors  above  mentioned  the 
thief-takers  received  a  reward  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty  pounds, 
of  which  they  allowed  the  evidence 
only  ten  pounds :  and,  by  Tariobs 
contrivances,  they  kept  faUn  in  cus. 
tody  till  he  had  expended  all  but 
thirty  shillings  of  that  sum.  'lliey 
imagined  that  they  might  obtain 
further  emolument  through  his 
uieans ;  and  therefore  endeavored 
to  keep  him  in  a  state  of  porerly, 
that  he  might  be  the  more  readily 
induced  to  return  to  his  former 
practices,  expecting  that  he  would 
betray  his  new  accomplices  into  the 
fate  suffered  by  Mande vile, Holmes, 
and  Newton. 

Symntonds  had  for  some  time 
lived  on  terms  of  great  intimacy 
with  Anthony  and  Emanuel  ut 
Rosa,  the  murderers  of  Mr.  Far- 
gues,  the  particulars  of  whose  un- 
fortunate death  we  have  already  re- 
corded. Having  engaged  to  go 
on  the  highway  with  Disteot  and 
Branch  (executed  for  the  murder  of 
Mr.  Brown),  they  called  at  his 
lodgings ;  but  the  girl  with  whom 
be  cohabited  dissuaded  him  from 
accompanying  them.  Upon  seeing 
the  watch  and  other  property  stolen 
from  Mr.  Brown,  he  regretted  his 
yielding  to  the  persuasions  of  the 
girl,  and  upbraided  her  as  the  cause 
of  his  losing  a  share  of  so  yaluable  a 
booty. 

The  many  robberies  he  had  com- 
mitted in  London,  and  its  adjacen- 
cies, having  rendered  him  so  noto- 
rious that  he  thought  himself  in 
great  danger  of  being  apprehended, 
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he  determined  to  go  into  the  coun- 
trj.  Having  travelled  to  Rochct- 
ter,  heforaed  an  aoqaaintance  with 
a  fellow  named  Smith,  who  was 
publicly  known  to  live  by  felonious 
practices. 

Symmonda  and  Smith  went  to  a 
public  bouse  in  Rochester,  and, 
while  they  were  drinking  some 
punch,  found  an  opportunity  of 
oonoealmg  a  ftiifcr  tankard,  which 
they  carried  off  un perceived.  On 
the  following  day  they  were  appre- 
hended,  and  committed  to  Maid, 
itone  gaol ;  Syromonds  to  be  tried 
for  stealing  the  tankard,  and  Smith 
to  appear  as  evidence  for  the 
frown. 

While  Symmonds  was  under  sen. 
tenca  of  death  he  acknowledged 
that,  till  he  was  convinced  the  term 
of  bis  life  was  nearly  expired,  he 
had  nui  reflect  cd  on  the  most  im« 
portant  consequences  that  would 
result  from  his  iniquitous  proceed- 
ings ;  and  that,  if  he  had  escaped 
conviction,  he  should  have  returned 
to  his  usual  practices.  He  appeared 
to  repent  of  his  former  wickedness 
wkk  unfeigned  sincerity,  and  ex. 
pressed  hopes  of  forgiveness  through 
the  merits  of  his  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ. 

•  From  the  prison  to  the  place  of 
execution  he  was  seriously  em- 
ployed in  prayer,  and  when  under 
the  gallows  he  warned  the  people  to 
guard  against  following  such  courses 
as  produced  his  destruction.  After 
some  time  spent  in  devotit  prayer 


with  a  reverend  divine,  the  execn. 
tioner  put  in  force  the  sentence  of 
the  law,  at  Maidstone,  on  the  IHth 
of  April,  1756. 

The  case  of  this  offender  should 
convince  us  that  unhappy  consc. 
quences  will  arise  from  the  indulg- 
ence of  vicious  dispositions,  and 
that  habits  of  vice  are  not  to  be 
eradicated  hut  with  difficulty. 

Symmonds  was  fearful  of  being 
apprehended  ;  but  yet  he  could  not 
collect  sufficient  resolution  to  aban. 
don  a  way  of  life  attended  by  con- 
tinual danger  and  anxiety,  al- 
though he  was  conscious  that  the 
wages  of  honest  labour  would  have 
been  equal  to  the  gratification  of 
every  reasonable  desire. 

Intemperance  too  frequently  leads 
io  crimes  of  greater  enormity. 
Those  who  do  not  abhor  the  com- 
pany of  people  abandoned  in  prin- 
ciple arc  in  imminent  danger  of 
being  seduced  to  copy  their  exam, 
pie ;  for,  by  familiarizing  ourselves 
to  scenes  of  dissipation  and  infamy, 
they  will  gradually  become  less  dis« 
gusttng ;  and  such  is  the  frailty  of 
human  nature,  that,  when  we  so 
affront  the  dignity  of  virtue  as  to 
look  upon  vice  with  indifference,  we 
sink  into  the  latter  by  an  easy  tran- 
sition ;  while  our  endeavours  to 
soar  towards  the  former  are  but 
feebly  exerted,  and  are  repressed 
by  such  obstructions  as  cannot  be 
surmounted  but  by  uncommon  ef- 
forts of  resolution. 


LIEUTENANT  JOHN  LANDER, 

EXECUTED  FOB  MURDER. 


•  Some  of  the  youths  designed  for 
the  army,  the  instant  they  mount 
the  cockade,  ard  vain  enough  to 
iBagine  that  their  commrasion  gives 
them  the  ascendency  over  civil 
men  ;  in  short,  that  scarlet  makes 
ihcma  superior  kind  of  beings;  and, 


thus  self-sufficient,  they  assume  an 
hauteur^  which,  instead  of  giving 
them  that  importance  they  would 
attain,  serves  only  to  render  them 
objects  of  contempt.  If,  in  the 
present  day,  such  mistaken  subal- 
terns may  be  fonml,  we  can  only 
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snare  than  ClimC  modesty  of  befam. 
Yioar  and  diffidence  alone  will  make 
them  respected  by  the  pcacefal  in. 
habitants  of  the  town  where  they 
may  be  qnartercd. 

John  Lander  was  a  lieutenant  in 
the  garrison  of  Chatham,  and,  hav. 
ng  just  received  a  month's  pay, 
agreed  with  another  officer,  wild 
and  unthinking  as  himself,  to  set 
olT  to  London. 

For  this  purpose  they  hired  a 
post^haise,  and  ordered  the  post- 
boy to  drif e  at  full  speed,  or  they 
would  run  him  through  ike  body. 
The  boy,  thus  intimidated,  whipped 
the  poor  horses,  the  first  stage,  un* 
til  he  broke  their  wind,  which 
proTcd  infinite  sport  to  the  inhu. 
man  fellows  whom  they  dragged 
after  them. 

At  Dartford  they  changed  horses, 
and  no  sooner  were  they  clear  of 
the  town  than  they  repeated  the 


word  of  command  to  the  fresh  boy f 
who  accordingly  urged  the  poor 
horses  to  their  speed.  At  the  foot 
of  Shooter's  Hill  he  slackeoed  his 
pace,  when  they  vociferated  to  him 
to  drive  at  the  same  rate  as  before*  * 
On  his  answering  the  hones  could 
not  gallop  up  tlw  hill,  they  jumped 
out  of  the  chaisct  and  one  of  the  de. 
graded  officers  knocked  the  poor 
boy  down,  when  Lander,  drawing 
his  sword,  ran  him  throngh  the 
body  with  such  force,  that  it  ac- 
tually pinioned  him  to  the  ground. 
Thu  ungovernable  and  base  tians- 
action  of  course  impeded  their 
journey.  Instead  of  revelling  ia 
London,  they  were  sent  to  Rodies- 
ter  gaol,  and  brought  to  trial,  when 
Lander  was  found  guilty  of  vrilful 
murder ;  and  at  Pcnnendcn  Heath, 
In  Kent,  on  the  16th  of  August, 
1756,  underwent  the  sentence  of 
the  law. 


WILLIAM  CANNICOTT, 

EXKCDTED  FOE  MURDER. 


William  Canxicott  was  about 
forty  years  of  a^^e,  and  had  been  a 
livery  servant  from  a  youth,  though 
his  parents,  who  were  substantial 
people,  would  fain  have  had  him 
learn  a  trade. 

When  he  was  about  twenty  yrars 
old  he  married  Dorothy  Tamlyn, 
a  woman  near  forty  years  of  age, 
with  whom  he  had  lived  fcllow-ser- 
vant ;  and  soon  after  he  ^t  her 
up  in  a  little  haberdasher's  shop,  in 
Boswell  Court.  This  shop  she  kept 
near  ten  years,  and  Cannicott, 
being  then  servant  to  the  late  Ad- 
miral  Matthews,  took  a  house  for 
her  in  East  Street,  and  furnished  it 
to  be  let  out  in  lodgings. 

Till  within  the  last  three  years  of 
their  lives  he  said  they  lived  peace- 
ably, if  not  happily,  together;  but 
it  then  happened,  that,  in  his  ab- 

■CC,  and  without  his  knowledge, 


she  sold  two  suits  of  his  best  clothes, 
though  she  had  no  reasonable  pre- 
tence or  provocation  ;  for  he  con- 
stantly gave  her  all  his  money,  and 
she  received,  without  any  account, 
the  profits  that  arose  from  the  house. 
Cannicott  was  naturally  passionate, 
and,  coming  in  haste  one  day  to 
put  on  a  suit  of  these  clothes  upon 
a  particular  occasion,  be  was  so  ex- 
asperated to  find  they  had  been  sold 
by  his  wife,  that  he  swore  he  would 
never  come  home  to  her  any  more. 
It  is  probable  that  this  incident 
only  gave  colour  to  break  a  con- 
nexion which  he  had  no  inclination 
to  continue  ;  for  he  kept  the  reso- 
lution which  he  had  declared  in  his 
passion,  after  that  passion  had  sab- 
sided  ;  and  when  he  was  next  out 
of  place,  which  happened  soon 
aftcrwarcis,  he  took  himself  a  lodg- 
ing in  a  di&tant  part  of  the  tono, 
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instead  of  going  home  to  hU  wife, 
though  he  still  continued  to  gife 
her  his  money. 

In  this  neir  neighborhood  he  irai 
of  coarse  considered  as  a  single 
man  ;  a  mistake  that  he  was  rather 
desirous  to  countenance  than  cor. 
rect,  becanso  he  knew  that,  as  a 
single  man,  he  was  more  likely  to 
get  into  place  than  as  married  ;  and, 
iodeed.  he  was  soon  after  hired  to 
a  gentleman  in  Cavendish  Square, 
who  declared  that  he  would  nut 
hire  a  married  roan  ;  so  that  he  was 
from  that  time  ondvr  a  kind  of  ne- 
cessity to  deny  that  he  had  a  wife. 
After  the  first  deviation  from  truth 
a  man  is  almost  necessarily,  though 
insensibly,  led  to  deviate  farther 
and  farther  fpoiA  the  straight  path  at 
eierj  step.  As  the  women  were 
less  upon  their  guard  against  him, 
he  was  encouraged  to  indulge  him. 
self  in  the  pleasure  of  such  addresses 
as  would  not  otherwise  have  l>cen 
permitted;  and  thus  engagements 
are  often  brought  on  which  were 
never  formally  designed,  and  con- 
ueiions  are  gradually  strengthened 
merely  because  the  difficulty  of 
breaking  them  gradually  increases. 
Among  Caonicott's  fellow-servants 
there  was  a  yoong  woman  that 
waited  apoo  his  master's  daughter, 
to  whom  ho  found  a  secret  pleasure 
in  recommending  himself  by  many 
littloacts  of  kindness,  with  which  he 
saw  she  was  pleased,  and  which  he 
therefore  repeated  with  greater  as- 
sidoity  and  delight,  though  he  de* 
Clares  he  had  then  no  design  to  se- 
docc  her,  either  as  a  mistress  or  a 
wife ;  yet  his  regard  for  her  grew 
every  day  more  tender,  as  he  be- 
fame  more  acquainted  with  her.  He 
loved  her,  he  says,  not  only  for 
her  person,  but  for  her  mind,  which 
was  continually  improved  by  the 
free  conversation  of  her  amiable 
lady.  Still,  howeyer,  he  avoided 
Cforj  thing  that  bad  a  direct  tend- 


ency to  make  him  be  regarded  as  a 
lover ;  but  there  happened  two  in. 
cidents,  which,  joining  with  his  in. 
clinations,  and  the  facility  with 
which  he  saw  it  might  be  gratified, 
overbore  all  his  resolutions.  As 
I<«ove  is  always  vigilant  and  suspi- 
cious, he  discovered  that  his  master 
had  a  design  upon  her  virtue,  and 
that  at  the  same  time  she  was  ad- 
dressed by  a  young  man,  who  fvould 
have  married  her,  and  whom  he 
thought  she  would  consent  to  marry 
if  he  did  not  profit  of  the  influence 
he  had  orer  her  by  soliciting  her  for 
himRelf.  In  this  situation  he  deter- 
mined to  gain  her  if  it  was  possible, 
let  the  consequence  be  what  it 
would.  From  this  time  his  court- 
ship commenced,  and  the  girl,  sin- 
cerely tielieving  he  had  no  other 
connexion,  consented  to  have  him. 
When  this  was  agreed  he  resolved 
to  leave  his  place,  because  the  girl 
would  not  consent  to  conceal  her 
marriage  from  her  lady,  nor  would 
her  lady  part  with  her  upon  that 
account;  and  because  his  master 
would  notwithstanding  think  it  a 
sufficient  reason  to  part  with  him* 
In  pursuance  of  this  scheme  he 
hired  himself  to  the  Earl  of  Damley, 
and  on  the  third  of  Jane»  1764,  he 
married  his  new  wife  at  Maryle- 
bone  chapel. 

He  went  into  I^rd  Darnley's  place 
the  same  day,  and  his  wife  continued 
in  hcr's  a  twelvemonth  after  their 
marriage,  and  might  have  continued 
there  if  her  master  had  not  pur- 
sued his  design  with  more  importu- 
nity than  before,  notwithstanding 
the  declaration  of  her  marriage, 
which,  upon  that  account,  as  well 
as  others,  she  had  determined  to 
make  as  soon  as  it  should  have 
taken  place.  As  these  solicitations 
made  her  very  uneasy,  she  eon- 
plained  of  them  to  her  husband, 
and  he  advised  her  to  give  warning. 
She  immediately  followed  kit  conn- 
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sel,  but  tiaid  five  monthi  longer  to 
oblige  her  lady,  who  was  very  de- 
sirous she  should  go  with  hor  to 
Bath.  When  they  came  back,  and 
her  master  found  that  she  was  do- 
termincd  to  go,  and  that  another 
maid  had  been  engaged  in  her  stead, 
he  was  so  enraged  at  his  disappoint- 
ment that  he  would  scarce  suffer 
her  to  stay  long  enough  in  the  house 
to  pat  her  clothes  together.  When 
she  was  come  away  Cannicott  hired 
a  lodgjng  for  haras  near  him  as  he 
could,  that  he  might  spend  every 
leisure  minute  in  her  company; 
and  he  perceived,  he  said,  with 
nospeakablo  pleasure,  an  excessive 
fondness  in  her,  which  increased  his 
own;  and  he  believed  it  was  im* 
possible  for  any  two  persons  to  be 
more  happy  in  each  other  than  they 
were,  except  when  his  fears  antici* 
patcd  her  discovery  of  his  former 
marriage* 

This  event,  so  much  dreaded, 
and  so  carefully  guarded  against, 
in  a  short  time  put  an  end  to  their 
felicity,  and  made  the  wife,  who 
was  deserted,  yet  more  wretched 
than  before.  Such  is  the  constant 
and  the  known  effect  of  that  offici- 
ous malignity,  which  is  curious  to 
discover,  and  zealous  to  publish, 
breaches  of  the  matrimonial  con> 
tract ;  and  it  is  still  suffered,  by  a 
common  confederacy  in  the  guilt, 
to  escape  not  only  infamy,  but  cen* 
sure,  under  the  mask  of  integrity 
and  friendship. 

One  Hobson^  a  coachman  in  Lord 
Darnley's  family,  knew  Cannicott 
when  he  lived  in  another  place,  and 
knew  also  his  first  wife.  It  hap- 
pened that  the  wife  of  this  Ilobaon 
had  become  acquainted  with  some 
person  in  the  house  where  Cannicott 
had  taken  lodgings  for  bis  second 
wife,  and  thus  discovered  the  secret. 
His  second  wife,  however,  she  did 
not  know  where  to  find,  for  she 
laad  removed  into  the  country  when 


Cannicott  went  out  oTtowBr^ith  bis 
lord,  and  was  not  yet  ntmed; 
but  word  was  immediately  lent  to 
his  first  wife,  and  she 'took  every 
portunity  to  haunt  and  reproach 
her  husband  with  hit  now^  eoo- 
nexion.  This,  he  said,  made  him 
extremely  wrelched,  not  only  be^ 
cause  it  was  irksome  In  itself,  bat 
because  it  kept  him  in  continual 
dread  and  solicitude,  lest  they  ishoold 
find  out  his  favorite,  and  incerrnpt 
her  peace,  as  they  had  interrupted 
his.  As  bis  fears  increised,  so  did 
his  eaulion :  he  took  another  lodg- 
ing for  his  young  wife,  whom  be 
called  Nanny,  at  a  considenible 
distance,  and  required  her  nerer  to 
call,  on  any  pretence,  where  abe 
had  lodged  before.  With  this  re- 
quest,, be  said,  she  cheerfully  com- 
plied, without  knowing  or  inquiring 
why  it  was  made ;  but  her  old  lan£ 
lady,  once  meeting  her  by  chance, 
dodged  her  home,  and  immediately 
acquainted  Hobson  and  his  wife 
where  'she  lodged,  who  with  great 
expecUtion  sent  Mrs.  Cannicott  to 
acquaint  her  with  her  situation. 
Here  was  an  end  to  all  the  stolen 
felicity  at  once:  Nanny,  at  the 
next  interview,  reproaeaed  him; 
but  she  reproached  him,  he  said, 
with  such  tenderness  as  showed  lest 
anger  than  love.  She  was  over- 
whelmed with  grief,  and,  as  often 
as  she  could  find  words,  she  en- 
treated that  he  would  never  attempt 
to  see  her  more,  but  leave  her  to 
struggle  alone  with  her  misfortunes, 
and  endeavour  to  get  into  another 
place.  He  could  not  consent  to 
leave  her,  but  he  promised  to  pro- 
cure her  a  place.  This,  indeed,  he 
attempted,  but  without  success; 
for  it  was  necessary  to  refer  to  her 
last  master  for  a  character,  and  he, 
besides  telling  that  she  was  married, 
suggested  several  faults  that  might 
conceal  the  true  reason  why  she  left 
the  place.    She  then  urged  him  to 


KNAPP  ft  BALDWIN*!  NEWGATE  CALENDAIU      «I3 


let  hen  go  abroad;  boi  Uiii  ho  op« 
poacd  with  the  utmost  fchcmence. 
Mid  declared  that  he  wooid  destroy 
himself  if  she  attempted  it 

She  had*  twice  removed,  her  lodg- 
ing^  and  was  still  followed  by 
Mrs.  Cannicott,  who.  acquainted 
the  ueighborbood  with  her  story. 
Nanny,  therefore,  would  not  suffer 
Cannicott  to  visit  her  in  her  lodg« 
iffiga,  where  it  was  known  she  could 
not  be  his  lawful  wife ;  and,  though 
bft  persuaded  her  sometimes  to  meet 
him  early  in  the  mornings  yet,  as 
it  wat  chiefly  in  the  street,  thai 
afforded  him  no  pleasure. 

Uobson.  and  his  wife  in  the  mean 
lime  fomented  the  difference  be- 
tween Cannicott  and  his  first  wife, 
tolling  her  that  he  had  received  his 
wages,  and  urging  her  to  solicit 
bim  for  more  money.  This  she 
did,  with  threats  of  prosecution  if 
he  refused,  saying  that  she  could 
and  would  hang  him  for  having  two 
wifes. 

As  he  believed  this  to  be  in  her 
power,  he  restrained  his  aversion, 
Cor  fear  she  should  eiecutc  it ;  and 
therefore  appointed  to  meet  her  on 
Thofsdaj  evening  at  the  Red  Lion, 
in  Berkeley  Square,  to  take  a  little 
walk.  He  declares  that  in  making 
Uib  appointment  he  had  no  design 
npon  her  life,  but  that  being  obliged 
to>  pvi  up  at  a  public  house  near 
Tottenham  Court,  by  a  sudden 
storm  of  thunder  and  rain,  she 
asked  him  for  money,  which  he 
refusing  to  give  her,  she  had  re« 
course  first  to  expostulation,  then 
reproach,  and  then  threatening, 
which  threw  him  into  a  dreadful 
rage,  in  the  midst  of  which  he 
broke  away  from  her,  and  she  fol. 
lowed  him.  That  as  they  were 
going  down  stairs  he  saw  a  cord 
luuig  over  the  banisters,  upon 
which  he  conceived  a  design  to  use 
it  as  an  instrument  to  murder  her, 
and  thfEefore  snatched  it  up  and 


put  it  into  his  pocket.  Whea  they, 
got  out  of  the  house  they  went 
towards  home,  though  the  storm 
increased,  and  it  thundered  and 
lightened  very,  mucii.  Her  passion 
had  probably  abated  while  his  wask 
at  the  height,  as  It  often  happens 
that  the  mind  relents  immediately: 
after  eapressions  of  too  keen  ren 
proach,  which  render  a  reconcilia« 
tioo  on  the. other  sidp.  for  a  timo 
impossible.  This  appears  to  havo 
b^  the  case  here ;  for  she  twica 
desired  him  to  let  dawn  his  hat^ 
that  the  lightning  might  not  hurt 
his  eyea  this  he  refused  the  first 
time,  but  the  last  time  seemed  to» 
consent,  and,  bidding,  her  go  on, 
took  that  opportunity  not  to  flap 
his  hat,  but  to  prepare  the  cord 
for  the  murder ;  and  it  is  surely  a 
horrid  aggravation  of  his  guilt  that 
he  made  the  voice  of  kindness  a 
signal  to  silence  it  for  ever;  and 
prepared  to  perpetrate  the  greatest 
injury  against  his  wife  while  ho 
seemed  to  be  profiting  by  her  soli- 
citude to  do  him  good.  When  he 
had  formed  the  cord  to  hb  purpose^ 
having  tied  a  noose  ia  one  end,  and 
passed  the  other  end  through  it,  he 
walked  after  her,  and,  coming  be* 
hind  her,  threw  it  over  her  head^ 
and  drew  it  tight.  She  immedi- 
ately seised  it  with  her  hands,  and 
struggled  so  hard  that  the  cord 
broke,  and  he  feared  she  would 
overpower  him.  lie  then  thought 
of  his  scissors,  and,  drawing  them 
from  thu  sheath,  he  thrust  them 
many  times  into  her  throat  and 
body ;  upon  which  her  grasp  re- 
laxed, and  she  soon  eapired. 

As  soon  as  he  saw  she  was  dead 
his  passion  subsided  in  a  moment, 
and  he  was  %o  struck  with  the  hor- 
ror of  w  hat  ho  had  done,  that  he 
ft 'I  down  in  a  swoon,  though  ho 
cannot  tell  how  long  he  continued 
in  it :  when  he  came  to  himself  he 
began  to  think  how.  he  might  con- 
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ced  tbafact;  he  stripped  her,  and 
scattered  her  clothes,  which  he  cat 
to  pieces,  in  different  places  as  be 
went  along. 

About  ten  o'clock  he  got  home 
extremely  wet,  and,  immediately  re- 
tiring  to  the  place  where  be  cleaned 
his  glasses,  he  washed  the  blood 
from  the  ruffles  and  sleeves  of  his 
shirt,  and,  putting  it  into  the  foul 
clothes'  bag,  went  to  bed.  The 
next  morning,  his  lordship  being 
out  of  town,  he  went  oat  and 
bought  a  new  pair  of  scissors,  bar- 
ing left  the  others  in  the  field  near 
the  body ;  and  he  sold  the  ring  and 
buckles,  which  he  brought  away: 
be  did  not  return  home  till  night, 
and  was  then  told  by  his  fellow, 
serrants  that  Justice  Fielding  had 
sent  for  him  upon  a  suspicion  of 
murder,    and   advised,  if  he    was^ 


guilty,  not  to  come  in  ;  but  be  in- 
sisted upon  bis  innocence,  aiid»  when 
Mr.  Welch  came  soon  after,  lie  was 
denied.  Next  morning,  boweter, 
he  went  with  the  butlek*  to  Mr* 
Barnes,  the  high.constable,  in  order, 
as  he  said,  to  clear  himself. 

lie  was  examined  by  tbe  justica, 
and*  though  many  circamstances  ap- 
poared  against  him,  yet  the  first  day 
he  confessed  nothing ;  bat  the  next 
day,  finding  that  they  had  found 
out  hu  second  vrife,  and  confined 
her  upon  auspidon  that  the  had 
been  accessory  to  the  fact,  be  im- 
mediately  accused  himself,  that  she 
might  be  discharged ;  and,  baying 
fully  disclosed  tbe  whole  affair,  he 
pleaded  guilty  at  his  trial,  and  died 
with  great  penitence  and  resigna. 
tion  at  Tyburn,  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember,  1756. 


THE  REVEREND  JOILN  GRIERSON  AND   TOE  REVEREND 

MR.  WILKINSON, 

TaANSPORTED  FOU  UNLAWFULLY  PBRFORMIirG  THE  MARRIAGE 


CEREMONY. 


A  KiouT  had  long  been  exercised 
by  the  clergy,  in  solemnizing  mar- 
riage, without  any  previous  cere, 
mony,  in  certain  places  claiming 
privilege  for  that  purpose. 

Thb  exclusive  kind  of  spiritual 
monopoly  was  pursued  with  rnuch^ 
eagerness  by  the  lower  order  of  the 
clergy,  who  carried  on  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  a  marriage^making 
trade^  to  the  destruction  of  many 
thousands  of  the  younger  part  of 
society,  until  Parliament  inter- 
feredt  and  a  law  was  passed,  which 
enacted, 

^That,  if  a  marriage  should  be 
solemnized  in  any  other  place  within 
the  isle,  or  dominion  thereof,  than 
in  a  church,  unless  by  special  li- 
cense, or  without  '  having  bans 
published,  or  license  obtained  from 
some  person  properly  authorized, 
the  marriage  shall  be  void  ;  and  the 


person  who  solemnized  \t^  if  be  law- 
fully exercises  any  minbterial  faoc- 
tion  within  the  Isle,  shall  be  (fans- 
ported  for  fourteen  years  ;  aadi  If 
he  be  a  foreigner  or  a  stranger^  aad 
not  of  the  ministry  of  the  u\t^  ■  be 
IS  to  be  exposed,  with  his  ears  nafled 
to  the  pillory,  on  the  next  ooart  of 
general  gaol  delivery  after  coqfic- 
tion,  from  twelve  to  one  o'clock ; 
and  his  ears  are  to  be  cut  oV^  and 
he  be  turned  into  prison,  on  til  it 
shall  be  thought  fit  to  release  him, 
on  his  paying  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds.* 
Notwithstanding  the  severe  pe- 
nalties for  offences  against  this  law, 
priests  were  found  hardy  enough, 
under  a  little  better  bribe,  to  con. 
tlnuc  tacking  couples  together  with 
as  little  ceremony  as  horses  arc 
yoked  to  the  plough  ;  in  fact,  one 
ceremouy  was  just  as  honest  as  tbe 
other,  and  equally  binding  upoa 
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Ike  ladf  to  '  loTe,  honour,    and 
obey.' 

Tho  aTaricious  fellow  before  ut, 
John  Grienoh  (for  thebithopaoun 
stripped  him  of  Ma  gown)  had  thai 
illegalljr,  that  i>,  after  paisinn  the 
act  above  quoted,  pretended  to 
marry  upwardi  offourteen  hundred 
couple !  whole  offipring,  conae- 
qiiently,  «ere  illegitimate;  tbn> 
entailing  miiery  on  the  parent*,  and 
dititiheritiag  the  child rea. 

Grierton  «a»  only  the  deputy 
partem  of  the  Saroy.  The  Re. 
vcrend  Mr.  Wilkinton  wat  the 
principal,  who  winked  at,  and 
aliaredj  the  unlaw  fo  I  apoll. 


When  Grierion  wuapprchoodcd 
Wllkinion,  for  a  while,  coniuUed 
hid  tafcty  In  flight.  Afier  the  con- 
fiction  and  traniporUttion  of  hi* 
curate  he  again  appeared,  under  a 
con6dence  that  he  could  not  be  Idi. 
plicated,  not  hating  himicif  per. 
formed  the  mock  ceremony.  But 
the  law  taught  thii  unworthy  di- 
vine that  an  acceiiory  ii  equally 
guilty  with  the  principal ;  and  sent 
him  after  hii  brother  in  iniquity,  to 
preach  to  the  conticti  and  larage* 
in  America. 

They  were  lioih  itbipped  off  to 
the  plantalioDB  in  the  year  IT&d. 


WILLIAM  FAGK, 

EXKCVTED  rOU  HtGHWAV  KOBBIiRYa 


W11.LIAM  P.toE  woi  the  Hon  of 
a  farmer  at  lliimplon,  and,  bcina;  a 
boy  of  promiiing  pirt).  wb)  (vnt 
to  Londou  (0  the  care  of  hi*  coniin, 

TOL.  If. 


who  wni  a  haberdasher,  and  who 
eneagcd  (o  »ee  him  educated. 

His  kiiHmaii.sent  him  tu  ichool, 
where  hi;  soon  dlitiognished  himself 
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hejood  hif  aifociafe*.  not  on!j  ia 
desteritjr  at  such  gitnrf  as  cliiltiren 
amaie  thcntcUef  wuh,  bat  in  ail 
ike  little  arts  of  defraod ;  fo  that 
hh  schoolfcllowt  were  afraid  to  rn- 
ga^e  wish  one  who  po««c?sed  soch 
superiorily  of  addms  aod  maoige- 
ment. 

A  fcv  particulars  In  (he  earljr 
part  of  Page^B  life  «c  now  recite, 
on  account  of  their  singolaritj : 
not  that  we  woold  hare  inj  atten- 
tion  paid  to  the  old  proverb,  which 
says  (hat  '  he  that  is  l>orn  to  be 
hanged  will  never  be  drowned/ 

During  the  hard  fro^t,  in  the 
winter  of  1739,  Page  was  sliding 
with  other  bojs  on  the  canal  in  SL 
James's  Park,  when  the  ice  broke 
under  him,  and  he  sunk  ;  and  the 
ice  immediately  closing  over  him,  he 
must  hare  perished  ;  but  just  at  this 
juncture  the  ice  again  broke  with 
another  boy  near  him,  and  Page 
rose  precisely  at  the  vacancy  made 
by  the  latter,  who  was  drowned ; 
but  Page  was  saved. 

In  the  summer  following  thif 
singular  escape  Page  was  trying 
to  swim  with  corks  in  the  ThameS| 
when  they  slipped  from  nnder  bis 
arms,  and  he  sunk;  but  a  water- 
man got  him  up,  and  he  soon  re- 
covered. 

Going  up  the  river  on  a  party 
of  pleasure,  about  five  years  after- 
wardsy  with  several  other  young 
ff!llow<t,  the  boat  overset  with  them 
in  Chelsea  Roach,  and  ever}'  one  in 
the  boat  was  drownetl  except  Page. 

On  a  voyage  to  Scotland,  about 
eighteen  months  after  this  escape, 
the  ship  ill  which  he  sailed  foun- 
dered  in  Yarmouth  Kuad,  and  most 
of  the  people  on  board  perished  ; 
but  another  vessel,  observing  their 
distress,  sent  out  a  long-boat,  by 
the  help  of  which  Page  and  a  few 
others  !»aTid  their  lives. 

Uis  it'lation,  the  haberdasher, 
employed  him  in  his  ihop;  but  he 


gmtly  neglected  kis  basiacn  to 
attend  the  arts  of  dress.  He  was 
such  a  consumnate  coYco«ib»  that  he 
was  perpetually  employiog  tailon 
to  alter  his  dolhes  to  any  new 
fashion  he  had  seen.  This  being 
observed  bj  his  kinsman,  ke  di- 
ri^ted  the  tailors  in  the  ncigkbnr- 
hood  not  to  receive  his  orders. 
Thns  disappointed,  onr  kero  pro- 
cured a  dark  lantern,  which  ke  se- 
creted under  his  bed ;  and,  when 
all  the  family  were  asleep,  he  used 
to  alter  his  clothes  to  make  them 
resemble  the  fashions  then  pre- 
vailing. 

Fits  relation  observing  this  kis 
strong  propensity  to  be  a  coxcomb, 
abridged  him  of  those  pecuniary 
allowances  he  had  hitherto  granted 
him,  which  tempted  Page  to  rob 
the  till;  and  the  first  offence  ke 
committed  of  tku  kind  was  to  dis- 
charge a  pretended  debt,  for  whidi 
a  woman  with  whom  he  was  ac- 
quainted had  been  arrested  by  a 
fellow  who  was  connected  with  her* 

This  robbery  was  not  discovered 
for  some  days ;  and,  when  it  iiras, 
all  the  servants  were  taicd  with  it, 
but  Page  was  least  suspected ;  and, 
on  his  steady  denial  of  it,  the  mat- 
ter was  suflered  to  rest  for  the 
present,  though  the  money  missing 
was  above  'fifteen  pounds.  The 
kinsman,  however,  with  a  view  fo 
discover  the  thief,  marked  several 
guineas,  which  he  pat  into  the  till ; 
and  they  were  soon  afterwards 
taken  out  by  Page.  The  money 
being  missed,  the  master  went  to 
the  chamber  of  each  servant  at 
night,  and  at  length  found  It  in 
Page*s  pocket ;  the  consequence  of 
which  was  that  he  was  turned  out 
of  the  house  immediately. 

Thus  dbtrcssed,  he  repaired  to 
Ills  female  acquaintance,  who  seem- 
ed ready  to  receive  him  with  ca- 
resses ;  but,  understanding  what  had 
happened,  she  cauMd  her  bniliei  tp 
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drive  him  frpm  Ihe  house,  exclaim- 
ing that  ^.  it  was  no  receptacle  for 
thieTCs;  and  that  she  would  not 
run  the  risk  of  haring  her  lodgings 
searched  for  such  a  wretch.'* 

Thus  repulsed,  where  he  had  the 
greatest  expectation  of  shelter  and 
protection  I  he  wandered  the  streets 
for  some  hours,  irresolute  how  to 
dispose  of  himself.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  he  went  to  Greenwich ; 
but  being  totally  destitute  of  money, 
and  almost  starving,  he  resoWed  to 
write  to  his  relation,  to  beg  par. 
don  for  past  faults. 

Having  pawned  two  handker- 
chiefs, he  purchased  some  provi- 
sioo,  and  then  wrote  the  letter, 
which  he  carried  to  London.  This 
letter  so  affected  the  kinsman,  that 
he  wrote  him  an  answer,  and  se.nt 
him  a  guinea  for  present  supply; 
but,  to  show  his  detestation  of  the  . 
crime^  intimated  that  he  would  pro- 
secute  him  for  the  robbery  if  he 
presumed  to  make  a  second  appli- 
cation. 

On  receipt  of  the  money  Page 
exclaimed  ^  I  shall  not  starve  yctV 
but  such  was  his  improvidence,  that 
he  Immediately  went  to  the  vile  wo- 
amn  with  whom  he  had  been  con. 
neeted,  and  by  th(^  next  day  the 
guinea  was  spent:  however,  she 
prevailed  on  him  to  write  to  his 
rdalion  for  a  fresh  supply. 

This  was  the  worst  step  he  could 
have  taken ;  for  the  kinsman,  hav- 
ing this  palpable  proof  of  h'n  ex- 
travagance, refascd  him  all  farther 
assbtance.  Thus  reduced,  he  went 
to  liis  father;  but  the  kinsman 
having  written  an  account  of  his 
irregular  conduct,  the  father  in. 
asted  on  his  leaving  the  house  im- 
mediately, or  he  would  have  him 
taken  into  custody  as  a  vagabond. 

Hereupon  Page  travelled  a  few 
flrflet  to  a  relation,  who  clothed 

*  Yoong  persons  will  do  well  to  read  the 
•fiiafk  tbe  arti  of  abAodoncd  women. 


him,  gave  him  money,  and  advised 
him  to  go  to  London,  and  seek  a 
service ;  but,  conscious  of  his  want 
of  character,  he  went  to  York, 
where  he  got  connected  with  a 
company  of  strolling  players. 

In  this  situation  ho  had  some 
success.  He  played  Polydore  and 
Castalio  ;  and,  being  almost  beard- 
less, performed  some  women's  parts 
without  censure.  Soon  afterwards 
he  attempted  tbe  part  of  Cato ;  but, 
being  quite  drunk,  he  fell  speech^ 
less  on  the  stage  while  repeating 
the  famous  soliloquy ;  and,  being 
carried  off  by  the  other  actors,  ho 
could  never  recover  his  credit  with 
the  audience*  and  was  dismissed  the 
company. 

From  York  he  went  to  Scar* 
borough,  intending  to  have  joined 
with  a  theatrical  band  at  that  place, 
but  there  was  no  vacancy  to  admit 
of  his  services.  Thus  disappoint- 
ed, he  repaired  to  a  gaming-table^ 
where  he  employed  a  few  guineas, 
which  he  had  brought  from  York^ 
and  soon  won  two  hundred ;  but, 
by  a  pursuit  of  the  game,  ho  lost 
the  whole  of  his  money. 

Thus  distcesscd,  a  gentleman  of- 
fered to  take  him  to  London  in  the 
character  of  a  livery  servant.  Page 
hesitated  for  some  time;  but  his 
necessity  obliging  him  to  accept  the 
offer,  he  put  on  the  livery  suit. 
Several  persons  who  had  seen  him 
appear  as  a  gentleman  at  Scar- 
borough still  treated  him  as  such, 
presuming  that  a  frolic  had  given 
rise  to  the  metamorphosis;  but 
they  were  soon  undeceived  by  his 
master,  who  told  them  the  true 
slate  of  the  case. 

When  the  gentleman  and  his  new 
servant  came  near  London,  they 
were  robbed  by  a  highwayman; 
and  Page,  hearing  of  several  ex- 
ploits performed  by  the  same  maa 

play  of  George  Barnwell,  to  caution  them 
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withia  s  few  weckf ,  (as  lie  tap. 
pofed  bj  tke  descripcioo  of  his 
dreat),  tbenee  cooceived  tbc  int 
idea  of  goiflg  oo  the  higiivaj :  bet 
be  lived  above  m  jcar  with  ki»  ans- 
ter  after  tbis,  giviog  bo  rcaioo  to 
svspect  bif  fidelity. 

Wbea  be  qaitted  tbis  master  be 
recoBaMsded  bis  to  anotber  ;  bat 
aa  iofectioas  ditorder  obliged  bia 
to  qoit  tbis  second  service,  aad 
seek  a  care  io  an  bospital,  vbere  be 
aeqaainted  vitb  a  woaaa 
tbe  like  prcdicaaeat. 

Hap|ieaiog  botb  to  be  discbarged 
oa  tbe  saaM  daj,  tbej  took  lodgiags 
■ear  Cbaring  Cross,  and  lived  to- 
feiber  for  sone  time,  till  at  lengtb, 
rcdaced  to  poverty,  Page  com. 
meaced  bigbwayamn,  and  tbe  wo. 
nun  became  a  street.walker. 

Page's  first  eipedition  was  on 
tbe  kentbb  road ;  and,  meeting  tbe 
Canterbary  atage  near  Sbooter's 
Hill,  be  robbed  tbe  passengcn  of 
watcbcs  and  money  to  tbe  amoant 
of  about  thirty  ponnds ;  and  tben 
riding  throogh  great  part  of  Rent, 
to  take  an  observation  of  the  cross, 
roads,  be  returned  to  London. 
.  He  now  took  lodgings  near  Gros. 
veoor  Square,  and,  frequenting  tbe 
billiard.t4bles,  won  a  little  money, 
which,  added  to  his  former  stock, 
prevented  bis  having  recourse  to  the 
highway  again  for  a  considerable 
tiaM. 

At  length  he  met  with  a  gam- 
bler, who,  being  more  expert  than 
himself,  stripped  him  of  all  his 
■MNiey :  on  which  he  again  com- 
menced  highwayman,  but  for  some 
aights  did  not  obtain  a  single  booty. 

At  length  he  stopped  a  post.chai^c 
Bear  Hampton  Court,  and  robbed 
a  gentletnaii  and  lady  of  ten  guineas 
and  their  watches :  he  took  a  valu- 
able  diamond  ring  from  tbe  gentle- 

m,  which  he  afterwards  returned, 
a  reward  of  fifteen  guinea^)  being 
iered  for  it. 


This  tncccts  cacoaraipo^  him  to 
proceed  in  bis  depredatioos,  be  lie. 
casse  more  bold ;  and,  baring  ac- 
quired  aboat  two  haadred  poands 
oo  tbe  highway,  be  took  lodgiags 
ia  Liacola*s  laa,  passed  as  a  stn. 
deat  of  tbe  law,  aad  becaaie  ac 
qaaiatcd  with  several  yoaag  gca. 
tieawa  who  were  parsaiag  Ondt 
stadies  ia  tbe  same  plaee. 

He  aow  learaed  to  daace;  aad, 
having  pomeised  hiauelf  of  soaie 
modera  literary  knowledge  by  the 
help  of  drcalatiag  libraries,  be  fre- 
quentcd  die  assemblies  of  Saaaiag 
Hill,  Ricbssoad,  Hampstcad,  kc. 
aad  ladies  began  to  look  oa  him 
with  distiactioa. 

At  Hampstead  be  became  ac 
qaaiated  wUb  a  young  lady,  who 
coaceivrd  a  great  aiectioa  for  him ; 
aad  her  father  approving  tbe  ad. 
dresses  of  Page»  tbe  wedding  clothes 
were  bought,  and  other  prepara. 
tioos  Bsade  for  tbe  nuptials,  when 
tbe  lady*s  father  bappenlag  to  go 
casually  into  the  shop  of  Page*s 
relation,  a  scene  ensued  which  en. 
tirely  disooncerted  the  plan.  The 
kinsman  remarking  to  an  acquaint, 
aaoe  that  be  had  seen  P^e  in  a 
laced  coat,  the  gentleaian  was 
tempted  to  make  a  particular  in. 
quiry  ;  the-resnit  of  which  was, 
that  he  found  the  new.made  bean 
to  be  the  very  party  that  was  to  be 
married  to  his  daughter:  where- 
upon Page  was  forbid  all  farther 
visits,  to  (he  regret  of  tbe  young 
lady,  who  still  considered  him  as  a 
man  of  superior  accomplbhments. 

By  this  time  Page  had  drawn, 
from  hb  own  observation  and  for 
his  private  use,  a  most  curious  map 
of  the  roads  twenty  miles  round 
London  ;  and,  driving  in  a  phaeton 
and  pair,  he  was  not  suspected  for 
a  highwayman. 

In  his  excursions  for  robbery  he 
used  to  dress  in  a  laced  or  em- 
broidered frock,  and  wear  his  hair 
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tied  behind.  When  at  a  di»tanco 
froiB  London  he  would  (urn  into 
fome  nnfrequented  place,  and, 
hafing  disguised  himself  in  other 
clothcfl,  with  a  grizzle  or  black 
wig,  and  then  saddling  one  of  his 
horses,  ride  to  the  main  road,  and 
commit  a  robbery.  This  done,  he 
hastened  ^ack  to  the  carriage,  re* 
sumcd  his  former  dress,  and  drove 
to  London.  He  was  frequently 
cautioned  to  be  on  his  guard  against 
a  highwayman,  who  might  meet  and 
rob  him  :  ^  No,  no/  said  he,  ^  he 
cannot  do  it  a  second  time,  unless 
lie  robs  mc  of  my  coat  and  jthirt, 
for  he  has  taken  all  my  money 
already.' 

IJe  had  once  an  escape  of  a  very 
remarkable  kind  :—>  Having  roblK*d 
a  gentleman  near  Putney,  some  per. 
lona  came  up  at  the  junctuiC)  and 
pdrsued  him  so  closely  that  he  was 
obliged  to  cross  the  Thames  for  his 
security.  In  the  interim,  some 
haymakei's,  crossing  the  Geld  h  here 
Page's  carriage  was  left,  found  and 
carried  off  his  gay  apparel ;  and 
the  persons  who  had  pursued  him, 
meeting  them,  charged  them  nith 
being  accomplices  in  the  robbery. 
A  report  of  this  afiair  being  soon 
spread,  Page  heard  of  it,  and^ 
throwing  hb  clothes  into  a  well, 
went  back  almost  naked,  claimed 
the  carriage  as  his  own,  and  de. 
dared  ihat  the  men  had  stripped 
him,  and  thrown  him  into  a  ditch. 

All  the  parties  now  went  befure 
a  justice  of  the  peace ;  and  the 
maker  of  the  carriage  ap|>earing, 
and  declaring  that  it  was  (he  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  Pago,  the  poor  hay. 
makers  wore  committed  for  trial ; 
but  obtained  their  liberty  after  the 
neat  assizes,  as  Page  did  not  appear 
to  prosecute.' 

After  this  he  made  no  farmer  use 
of  the  phaeton  as  a  disguise  for  hit 
robberies ;  but  it  served  him  occa- 
aioaallj  on   parties   of  pleaiurci 


which  he  sometimes  took  with  a 
girl  whom  he  had  then  in  keeping. 

Page  was  passionately  fond  of 
play,  and  his  practice  this  way  was 
attended  with  various  tarns  of  for. 
tune,  as  must  be  the  case  with  all 
gamblers.  One  night  he  went  to 
the  masquerade  with  only  ten  gui- 
neas, and  won  above  fire  hundred 
pounds ;  and  this  money  was  no 
sooner  in  his  possession,  than  a 
lady,  most  magnificently  dressed, 
made  some  advances  to  him,  on 
which  he  put  the  most  favorable 
construction. 

After  some  conversation  she  told 
him  that  her  mother  was  a  widow, 
who  would  not  admit  of  his  viiiitii ; 
but  that  possibly  he  might  prciail 
on  her  attendant,  nhosc  husband 
was  a  reputable  tradesman,  to  giro 
them  admission  to  his  house. 

Page,  who  had  repeatedly  heard 
the  other  address  her  by  the  title  of 
^  My  lady,*  became  very  importu- 
nate Hith  the  good  woman  to  grant 
this  favour.  At  length  all  parties 
agreed  ;  the  servants  were  called ; 
Page  handed  the  lady  and  her  at- 
tendant into  a  coach,  on  which  Has 
the  coronet  of  a  viscountess :  two 
footmen  with  flambeaux  got  behind 
the  carriage,  and  the  coarhman  was 
ordered  to  drive  home;  but,  whrn 
the  carriage  came  into  Pall  Mall, 
fresh  orders  were  given  to  proCicU 
towards  Temple  Bar. 

The  fine  lady  engaged  Page's  at. 
tention  to  such  a  degree,  that  he 
paid  no  regard  whither  thry  went. 
At  length  the  carriage  stoppul  in  an 
obscure  street,  at  a  house  whith 
looked  like  a  shop,  and  the  parties 
went  up  stairs,  but  not  before  the 
lady  had  whispered  one  of  the  foot- 
men (loud  enough  for  Page  to  hear 
her)  to  acquaint  her  grace,  in  the 
morning,  that  she  did  not  return 
lest  she  should  disturb  her,  and 
therefore  slept  at  Mrs.  Price's. 

The  good  vromao  of  the  house 
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apologized  for  the  meanness  of  her 
acGooimodationfl  ;  but  Pago  said 
that  all  apologies  were  needless; 
and  the  attendant  retiring,  he  paid 
the  most  earnest  addresses  to  the 
presumed  lady,  who  at  length,  after 
a  degree  of  affectation,  that,  if  he 
had  not  been  blinded  by  his  own 
canity,  he  might  have  readily  per- 
ceifedy  she  consented  to  sleep  with 
him. 

As  it  was  late  (or  rather  early) 
before  they  came  from  the  masque- 
Tade»  and  much  time  had  been  lost 
in  the  courtship,  it  was  four  o'clock 
In  the  afternoon  before  they  arose, 
and  e?en  night  before  a  coach  was 
called  for  their  departure ;  though 
the  lady  pretended  that  her  mother, 
the  duchess,  would  be  extremely 
uneasy  on  account  of  her  absence. 

With  great  difficulty  Page  pre- 
vailed on  the  lady  to  admit  of  his 
attendance  on  her  a  part  of  the  way 
home;  during  which  he  promised 
CTery  thing  that  a  lover  could  pro- 
mise ;  and  she  answered  him  as  he 
could  have  wished. 

The  coach  stopping^  in  Coyent 
Garden,  the  lady  went  into  a  chair : 
and  our  hero  oflferiog  to  pay  the 
chairman,  he  said  that  he  was  al- 
ready paid,  a  circumstance  that  con. 
▼inced  Page  of  the  disinterested 
dbposition  of  this  new  acquaint- 
ance. 

Repairing  now  to  his  lodgings, 
he  reflected  with  pleasure  on  the 
happy  proipects  before  him  ;  but, 
feeling  Ibr  his  pocket-book,  he dis. 
covered  that  it  was  lost,  and  with 
It  the  greatest  part  of  his  trea- 
sure. 

He  now  began  to  suspect  that  the 
lady  of  fashion  was  an  impostor; 
and  when  she  failed  to  meet  him  on 
the  following  day,  agreeably  to  an 
appointment  that  she  had  made,  he 
saw  that  he  had  been  robbed  of 
five  hundred  pounds,  withoat  a 
probability  of  recovering  it. 


He  now  advertised  a  reward  to 
the  hackney-coachman  who  took 
them  up,  and  made  several  other 
endeavours  to  find  her  out;  bat 
they  all  proved  equally  fruitless. 

Thus  stripped  of  his  ill-acqaired 
property,  he  came  to  a  resolntton 
to  make  the  women  pay  for  what  a 
woman  had  stolen ;  and,  taking  the 
road  to  Bath,  he  robbed  every  car- 
riage in  which  was  a  woman.  If 
men  were  in  the  coach,  he  said  he 
had  no  demands  on  them ;  but  had 
a  draft  for  five  hundred  pounds  on 
the  ladies. 

Finding  that  the  women  were 
possessed  of  little  cash,  he  began  Xo 
make  his  demands  on  the  gentle- 
men, of  whom  ho  soon  collected 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
which  he  carried  to  the  masquerade, 
and  lost  it  all  at  the  gaminjg- 
table ;  and  was  no  sooner  stripped 
of  his  money  than  he  determined 
to  engage  in  an  intrigue. 

Leaving  'the  gaming-room,  he 
danced  with  a  lady,  and  then  at- 
tended her  to  supper,  during  which 
he  said  some  tender  things,  which 
he  presumed  might  tend  to  promote 
an  immediate  assignation;  but  ho 
soon  found  that  the  lady  had  no 
other  view  than  that  of  marriage, 
which  was  far  from  being  disagree- 
able to  him  as  he  was  then  situated. 

An  appointment  being  agreed  on 
for  the  following  day,  he  waited  on 
the  lady  at  her  house,  and  found 
that  she  was  a  widow  of  conskler- 
ablc  fortune,  and  well  descended; 
As  he  had  the  art  of  procuring  him- 
self to  be  well  spoken  of  to  her, 
she  entertained  no  doubt  of  his 
honour.  He  escorted  her  to  pub- 
lic places ;  and  the  expense  of  these 
attendances  was  defrayed  by  his 
usual  resource,  the  highway. 

After  one  of  bis  expeditions  on 
the  road  he  was  followed  to  the 
inn  where  he  put  up  his  hortei  and, 
being  taken  into  cnstody,  wu  ftfkd 
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mi  Maidstono,  but  acquitted  because 
the  party  could  not  swear  to  hii 
identity.  This  ci  reams  tan  ce,  how. 
ever,  put  an  end  to  his  acquaint, 
ance  with  the  lady  abofe  mentioned. 

The  road  and  the  gaming.table 
became  now  his  only  places  of  re. 
sort;  and  what  he  got  by  pillage 
he  generally  lost  by  play.  He  fre. 
qnented  Bath,  Tunbridgc,  Scar. 
borough,  and  Newmarket ;  and, 
when  it  was  demanded  if  he  was  a 
man  of  fortune,  the  answer  gene- 
rally was,  ^  He  plays  deep  ;'  and 
no  farther  questions  were  thought 
necessary. 

Page  now  connected  himself  with 
m  old  school.fellow,  named  Dar. 
well,  in  conjunction  with  whom,  in 
the  space  of  three  years,  he  com. 
mitt^  more  than  ihrec  hundred 
robberies.  The  money  obtained  by 
these  depredations  was  immediately 
dif  ided  ;  and,  if  any  dispute  arose 
concerning  a  watch,  or  other  ar. 
tide,  they  tossed  up  which  should 
haTC  it;  or,  if  they  appraised  it. 
Page  paid  Darwcll  the  half  of  the 
presumed  value.  In  the  mean  time 
Page  aoid  the  watches  to  a  Jew, 
who  took  them  to  Holland,  and  no 
farther  inquiries  were  made  after 
them. 

Page  was  now  seized  with  a  vio. 
lent  illness,  which  proved  very  ex. 
pensive,  and  the  more  so  as  he  had 
a  woman  to  maintain,  who  had  no 
idea  of  retrenching  her  expenses  to 
•uit  their  circumstances.  It  is  true 
that  Diarwell  gave  him  considerable 
asiiftaooe;  but,«  notwithstanding 
this,  he  vras  »o  reduce^  that,  on  hi^ 
recovery,  ho  was  obliged  to  secrete 
himaclf  to  prevent  his  being  ar- 
rested ;  and  for  this  reason  Darwell 
used  to  hire  horses  for  them  both  ; 
and  Page  meeting  him  out  of  Lon. 
don,  they  committed  several  rob- 
bcries  in  company. 

On  Blackheath  Page  robbed 
Captain  Farrington,  of  Chislehurst, 


in  Kent ;  which  robbery  was  after, 
wards  positively  sworn  against  a 
Mr.  Douglas  by  Captain  Farring. 
ton's  postilion,  who  likewise  de- 
posed that  a  pistol  was  fired  at  him  ; 
but,  after  Pago  was  under  4ientence 
of  death,  he  solemnly  averred  that 
no  pistol  was  fired ;  and  likewise 
declared, with equ&l  solemnity,  that, 
if  Mr.  Douglas  had  been  convicted, 
he  had  formed  a  resolution  of  sur. 
rendering  and  exculpating  that  gen. 
tlcinan. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Douglas 
was  brought  to  trial,  and  honora- 
biy  acquitted,  on  his  bringing  the 
fullest  proof  that  he  wa?  at  a  dis. 
tant  part  at  the  time  that  the  afiair 
happened. 

Soon  after  the  commission  of 
this  robbery  Page  heard  that  a  dis- 
tant relation  in  Scotland,  who  had 
promised  to  leave  him  his  fortune, 
was  near  death ;  on  which  he  took, 
shipping  for  that  country ;  but, 
the  vessel  being  cast  away,  he  lost 
all  his  effects  but  the  clothes  on  his 
back ;  and,  when  he  arrived  in 
Scotland,  hh  relation  was  dead, 
without  having  made  any  provision 
for  him  r  on  which  he  returned  to 
London. 

Darwell  and  ho  now  renewed 
their  depredations  on  the  highway, 
and  in  the  course  of  six  weeks  com- 
mitted between  twenty  and  thirty 
robberies  on  the  roada  adjacent  to 
London  ;  and  the  booties  obtained 
in  some  of  them  being  considerable. 
Page  furnished  himself  with  the 
gayrst  apparel,  and  laid  by  a  sum 
of  money  for  future  couiingencics. 

At  length,  after  a  long  course  of 
iniquity,  Justice  Fielding  received 
information  that  Darwcll  was  on 
the  Tunbridge  road  ;  on  which  ho 
sent  out  some  |)cople,  who  apprc« 
bended  him  near  Seven  Oaks,  and, 
bringing  him  before  the  magistrate 
above  mentioned,  he  begged  to  be 
admitted  an  evidence  for  the  crown; 
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and  Ihis  request  txsing  complied 
ivith,  he  gaTe  an  ample  account  of 
the  robberies  committed  by  himself 
and  Page,  particularly  mentioning 
the  inns  on  the  road  which  the  lat- 
ter  frequented,  and  the  place  where 
he  usually  hired  his  horses. 

The  consequence  was  that  Page 
was  apprehended  at  the  Golden 
Lion,  near  Hyde  Park,  when  three 
loaded  pistols  were  found  on  him, 
with  powder,  balls,  a  wig  to  dis- 
guise himself,  and  the  correct  map 
of  the  roads  round  London  which 
we  haTC  already  mentioned. 

Page  was  sent  to  Newgate,  and 
an  adTcrtisement  inserted  in  the 
papers,  requesting  such  persons  as 
had  been  robbed  to  attend  his  re- 
examination :  but  he  denied  all  that 
was  alleged  against  him ;  and,  as  he 
was  always  disguised  when  he  com- 
mitted any  robbery,  no  person  pre- 
sent could  identify  his  person. 

Page,  being  remanded  to  New. 
gate,  remained  there  from  July  to 
February,  when  he  was  tried  on 
suspicion  of  robbing  Mr.  Webb  in 
Belfound  Lane,  but  Acquitted  for 
want  of  cYidence.  In  the  interim 
he  lived  handsomely,  and  supported 
a  girl  on  what  he  had  sa?ed  by  his 
former  wicked  practices.  After 
this  he  was  tried  at  Hertford,  but 
again  acquitted  for  want  of  evi- 
deiice. 

From  Hertford  he  was  removed 
to  Maidstone  gaol,  and,  being  tried 
at  Rochester  for  robbing  Captain 
Farrington  (as  above  mentioned), 
was  capitally  convicted,  and  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death.  After 
conviction  he  acknowledged  his 
guilt,  yet  exerted  himself  in  the 
most  strenuous  manner  to  procure 
a  pardon.  He  wrote  to  a  nobleman 
with  this  view ;  and  likewise  sent 
a  letter  to  a  gentleman  with  whom 


he  had  lived  as  a  servant,  begging 
his  interest  that  he  might  be  sent  to 
America  as  a  foot-soldier  ;  but  his 
endeavours  proved  fruitless,  and  he 
was  ordered  for  execution* 

This  extraordinary  malefactor 
suffered  at  Maidstone  on  the  6lh  of 
April,  1768. 

What  shall  we  say  to  the  con. 
duct  of  thu  man  ?  He  showed  an 
early  propensity  to  vice,  and  no 
escapes  from  drowning  or  the  gal. 
lows  could  give  him  warning.  His 
ruling  passions  seem  to  have  been 
an  extravagant  love  of  pleasure, 
and  a  most  unextinguishable  vanity. 
Dress  and  gaming  contributed  to 
his  ruin,  as'they  have  done  to  that 
of  thousands. 

If  young  men  could  but  be  con- 
vinced how  much  more  of  real  com- 
fort and  solid  satisfaction  there  is 
^  in  the  plain  path  of  honesty  than  in 
the  devious  track  of  vice,  these  ex. 
hortations  at  the  close  of  our  re- 
spective  narratives  would  bo  ren- 
dered useless. 

From  the  fate  of  Page  we  may 
see  how  little  confidence  is  to  be 
placed  in  the  faith  of  accomplices  in 
iniquity.  Darwell  was  as  zealous 
to  8er?e  him  as  could  be  expected 
from  any  pei:son  in  his  circoro- 
stances ;  but,  the  moment  his  own 
safety  became  endangered,  he  turned 
evidence,  and  discovered  his  bro- 
ther in  iniquity.  Thus  will  it  ever 
be;  and  perhaps  there  is  nothing 
more  false  than  the  remark  that 
there  is  ^honour  among  thieves.' 
Where  common  honesty  is  wanting 
honour  must  certainly4)e  a  stranger. 
Let  no  man  put  trust  in  a  thief :  let 
him  shun  his  company  as  he  would 
a  pestilence;  for  he  walks  in  the 
ways  of  death,  and  ^  his  steps  take 
hold  of  hell.* 
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RICHARD  HUGHES, 

EIECUTED  FOR  FORGERY. 


This  man  for  some  years  carried 
on  business  in  an  exteniiTe  way,  ai 
a  tailor  and  draper,  in  Arundel 
Street,  Strand,  London ;  and  had 
acquired  a  capital,  which  he  in- 
Tcsted  in  a  brewery ;  but  it  appears 
that  this  speculation,  extending  be- 
yond the  tailor's  yard,  did  not  suc- 
ceed equal  to  the  clipping  of  cloth. 

Hughes  had  been  intrusted  by 
hb  uncle,  the  acting  executor  un- 
der his  father's  will,  with  a  power 
of  attorney  to  receive  considerable 
sums  of  money  due  to  the  estate 
of  the  deceased ;  and,  while  ho 
stuck  to  his  shupboard,  ho  per. 
-formed  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
with  a  punctuality  which  acquired 
.him  much  credit  among  his  coun- 
try relations. 

The  brewery^  a  concern  with 
which  he  was  totally  unacquainted, 
soon  brought  him  into  difficulties ; 
and  to  surmount  which  he  Gxed  his 
thoughts  upon  certain  South  Sea 
stock,  possessed  by  his  uncle,  and 
found  no  peace  of  mind  until  he 
coDTerted  it  to  his  own  use.  To 
this  end  he  boldly  went  to  the 
South  Sea  House,  and  asked   the 


sumed  he  meant  to  do ;  but  the  evil 
genius  that  goads  us  on  to  the  com- 
mission of  crimes,  ever  leads  us  to 
a  precipice  fronv  which  the  victim  is 
annihilated.  So  with  Hughes,  who, 
in  attempting  to  cover  the  robbery, 
exposed  himself  to  detection.  No 
sooner  had  he  received  the  money 
than  he  determined  to  pay  a  visit 
to  the  man  whom  he  had  injured. 

The  uncle  received  his  nephew 
with  much  cordiality,  until  the 
latter,  lulled  into  security,  and  now 
deserted  by  his  tempter,  among 
other  ways  of  ingratiating  himself 
farther  into  the  old  man's  favours, 
told  him  that  he  had  '  brought  his  in- 
terest on  the  South  Sea  stock.'  The 
old  gentleman  did  not  appear  to 
take  much  notice  of  this  at  the 
time,  probably  supposing  he  might 
have  empowered  him  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  l>ut,  upon  returning,  he  could 
find  no  authority  vested  in  his 
nephew  ;  yet  he  dptermined  not  to 
sift  the  matter  while  the  young  man 
remained  his  guest. 

No  sooner  had  Hughes  departed 
for  London  than  the  uncle  com- 
municated his  suspicion  to  the  mi- 


proper  clerk  for  a  Bank  warrant  of    nister  of  the  parish,  who  disclaimed 
attorney,  to  sell    stock.     This  is    all  knowledge  of  witnessing  any  in- 


always  kept  at  the  office,  and  it  was 
then  necessary  that  the  power  of 
•  transfer  should  be  witnessed  by  the 
minister,  church-wardens,  or  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  of  the  parish  in 
which  the  owner  lived. 

All  these  formalities  Hughes  him. 
■df  soon  counterfeited 9  and  in  due 
time  presented  the  instrument  at 
the  South  Sea  House,  and  received 
upwards  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

Had  this  ungrateful  wretch  suifer- 
ed  hu  iniquity  to  rest  here,  it  might 
have  remained  undiscovered  until 
lie  could  have  replaced  the  stock. 


strument  which  could  warrant  a 
transfer  of  stock. 

Application  was  then  made,  to 
the  South  Sea  House,  when  the 
forgery  was  evident.  The  minis- 
ter's Christian  name  was  mistatcd, 
and  no  such  persons  as  the  other 
pretended  witnesses  could  be  found. 

Thb  was  the  sum  of  the  evidsncc 
given  on  his  trial  at  the  Old  l^ailey ; 
and  on  which  he  was  consequently 
convicted,  and  executed  at  Tyburn, 
May  the  18th,  1757. 

The  prosecution  was  instituted 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 


wU4tit  may  reasonably  be  pre-  .South  Sea  Company. 
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WILLIAM  ADAMS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORQEBY* 


Of  the  Tarioui  arts  used  in  the 
cooimiMion  of  this  offence,  which 
these  pages  enumerate,  there  is 
none  less  excusable  than  that  prac 
tiied  by  William  Adams,  who  was 
R  castom-hoose  officer  in  London. 

A  man  who  can  be  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  public  trust,  and  disgrace 
his  office  by  a  vile  forgery,  deserves 
but  a  small  portion  of  pity. ' 

The  department  in  which  this 
nan  served  the  public  was  that  of  ex- 
amining certificates  of  over-entries 
on  the  duties  on  wines.  This  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  committing 
the  crime  for  which  he  suffered 
with  the  greatest  security ;  and  it 
is  possible  he  might  long  have  coo- 
tinned  the  practice  had  not  an  ac- 
cidental omission  of  a  date  led  to 
the  discovery. 

It  was  nsual  for  merchants  land, 
ing  their  wines  to  pay  the  duty ; 
but  tC  upon  trial,  they  appeared  to 
be  so  damaged  as  not  to  be  sale- 
able, upon  a  proper  application, 
and  giving  up  the  wines  for  the 
king's  use,  they  were  furnished 
with  snch  certificates  as  entitled 
them  to  the  repayment  of  the  duty. 

It  was  a  certificate  of  this  kind 
that  Adams  forged;  and  though 
such  certificates  arc  usually  signed 


and  signatures  of  all  tlMse,  and 
actually  received  the  drawback  or 
ten  tons  of  damaged  wines,  amount- 
ing to  two  hundred  and  fifty-two 
pounds,  for  the  use  of  Phineas 
Coats,  in  whose  name  the  certifi- 
cate was  forged ;  but  it  being  un- 
mcdiately  discovered  that  a  figure 
in  the  date  was  wanting,  and  ke 
offering  to  supply  it  himself,  a  sus- 
picion arose,  and  an  inquiry  was 
instituted ;  upon  which  it  wrs 
found  that  not  one  of  the  clerks 
whose  signatures  appeared  knew 
any  thing  of  the  matter. 

Adams  was  apprehended,  com- 
mitted, and  brought  to  trial  at  the 
Old  Bailey  for  this  forgery. 

He  jiad  little  to  urge  in  his  4^ 
fence,  further  than  that  it  had  been 
a  practice  to  receive  such  certifi- 
cates as  cash  ;  that  he  had  received 
this  particular  certificate  as  such ; 
and  that,  if  it  was  forged,  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  forgery.  This  had 
no  weight  against  the  evidence 
which  appeared  against  him,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  jury,  who,  without 
hesitation,  pronounced  him  guilty. 

lie  was  executed  at  Tyburn  the 
18th  of  May,  1757,  on  the  same 
gallows  with  itichard  Hughes,  whose 
case   was   last   related :    and    with 


by  six  different  persons,  who  are  John  M^^ary  and  Michael  Sulli. 
severally  checks  upon  each  other,  van,  for  enlisting  a  soldier  into  the 
yet  he  had  counterfeited  the  names    service  of  the  King  of  Prussia. 


JAMES  AxVD  WALTER  WHITE,  (BROTHERS,) 

EXECUTED  FOR  A  DAUINO  BURGLARY. 


TuEUR  is  something  additionally 
wounding  to  sensibility  when  bro- 
thers embark  together  iu  the  dan- 
gerous and  destructive  pursuit  of 
plunder. 

These  men  were  natives  of  Sur- 
ry, and  had  resided  in  the  neigh- 
borbood  of  Guildford  and  Godal- 


niing.  They  were  long  accounted 
lazy  sottish  fellows,  seldom  seen  at 
labour,  yet  ever  sneaking  about, 
and  tippling  in  public  houses.— 
Their  supply  of  money  to  support 
these  low  and. idle  debaucheries  bad 
been  long  suspected;  jei^  tboqgh 
many  petty  larceoks  had 
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mitted  In  the  neighborhood,  no 
ckmrge  bad  been  brought  against 
them. 

At  length,  howeter,  justice, 
though  slow,  yet  sure,  overtook 
them.  They  were  apprehended  on 
flasplcion  of  comoiitting  a  robbery 
sod  bnrglary  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
Robert  Vincent,  a  farmer  of  Craw- 
ley,  in  the  said  county,  in  conse. 
qoence  of  Information  being  given 
against  them  by  an  accomplice, 
who,  in  fact,  seduced  them  into  the 
robbery— a  depredation  of  a  mag. 
nitude  which  they  bad  not  before 
attempted. 

Being  arraigned  at  the  F^ent  as. 
rises  held  at  Kingston,  in  the  year 
1758,  it  appeared  in  o? idence  on 
their  trial  that  the  prisoners,  James 
and  Walter  White,  in  company 
with  ar  third  person,  did,  In  the 
night  time,  break  Into  and  enter 
the  house  of  Mr.  Robert  Vincent. 
Their  conduct  was  marked  with 
cruelty ;  they  beat  Mr.  Vincent  in. 
humanly,  and  threatened  to  burn 
him  alire  if  he  did  not  discover 
where  his  money  was  hid.  They 
theo  robbed  him  of  four  pounds 
and  eighteen  shillings  in  silver ;  one 


Portugal  piece,  value  thirty-sjx  shiU 
Hogs ;  two  guineas  and  a  half;  and 
various  other  articles. 

They  were  found  guilty  on  tho 
clearest  evidence,  and  underwent 
the  dreadful  sentence  of  the  law  on 
Rennington  Common,  the  19(h  of 
April,  1768.  At  the  place  of  cze. 
cutton  they  acknowledged  the  jus. 
tice  of  their  lentencc,  but  reflected, 
in  terms  of  much  bitterness,  on 
their  accomplice,  whom  they  pro- 
tested decoyed  them  from  their 
work,  by  telling  them  how  very 
easily  money  might  be  obtained  by 
housebreaking. 

While  these  unhappy  men  were 
yet  struggling  for  life,  an  in  fan  t,  of 
about  nine  months  old,  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  executioner, 
who  nine  times  passed  the  hands  of 
each  of  the  djing  men  over  its  face. 
The  child  had  a  wen  on  its  cheek, 
and  the  ignorant  superstitious  mo- 
ther conceited  it  could  be  cured  by 
dead  men's  hands. 

The  eldest  of  these  unfortunate 
brothers  was  twenty.three,  and  the 
other  had  but  just  turned  twenty- 
one  years  of  age. 


DOCTOR  FLORENCE  HENSEY, 

CONVICTED  OF  UIGII  TUEASON. 


^  Ih  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
daring  the  reign  of  King  Charles  1. 
a  gentleman,  named  Arthur  Chu- 
hoggen,  was  attainted  of  high  trea. 
son  ;  vhE.  for  saying,  in  Spain,  ^'  1 
would  kill  the  King  of  England  if  I 
could  oome  at  him  ;"  which  was  tes. 
tified  by  the  oatha  of  two  gentle- 
men, besides  others  that  justified  it 
from  the  several  relations  of  other 
memm  For  further  probability  of 
hit  aiallcioBS  intent,  the  officers  that 
apprehended  him  at  his  lodgings  in 
Dmrj  Lane,  London,  did  depose 
npon  oath)  that  then,  when  they 
told-hte  Chat  he  wai  the  king's  pri- 


soner, he  bit  his  thumb,  saying,  <^  I 
care  not  this  much  for  your  king  " 

<  The  attorney-general  obscri ed, 
that,  in  Spain,  the  biting  of  the 
thumb  is  a  token  of  scorn  and  dis- 
dain in  the  highest  degree,  and 
will  bear  an  action  of  disgrace  in 
Spain,  as  spitting  in  one's  face  will 
in  England.  After  Mr.  Chuhog. 
gen  was  condemned  the  judges  sent 
the  sheriff  to  him,  to  know  of  him 
whether  he  could  allege  any  other 
colorable  intent  for  his  coming  over ; 
but  he  gave  no  satisfaction  on  that 
point. 

'He  was   hanged^   drawn,  and 
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quartered,  on  the  27 (h  of  NoTrm- 
bcr,  16 17.  Previous  to  his  ciecu- 
tion  he  wi;ihcd  that  he  might  neter 
enter  the  kingdom  of  lieavcn  if 
ever  he  had  said  such  words  as  those 
for  which  he  was  condemned.'* 

The  above  is  an  extract  from  a 
curious  manuscript  letter  from  Mr. 
Justinian  Pagitt,  then  a  lawyer  of 
Lincoln's  Inn,  to  Dr.  Twysdon, 
chancellor  of  the  diocese  of  Litch* 
field  and  Coventry.  It  presents 
the  reader  with  a  specimen  of  jus* 
tice  in  the  reign  of  the  monarch 
who  lost  his  head ! 

Such  was  the  definition  of  treason 
formerly,  and  the  punishment  in- 
flicted on  a  man  who  would  now 
have  been  looked  upon  as  mad,  for 
no  one  in  his  senses  could,  for  any 
earthly  purpose,  utter  such  incohe. 
Tcncies. 

In  comparing  the  cases  of  Chu- 
hoggen  and  Hensey,  we  are  as  much 
surprised  at  the  extension  of  royal 
mercy  to  the  one  as  at  the  barba. 
rous  punishment  of  the  other. 

Martin  Nowland,  as  we  have  aU 
ready  shown,  was  executed  for  at- 
tempting to  enlist  Englishmen  for 
the  service  of  France ;  and  Thomas 
Ilemmings  suffered  death  for  doing 
the  same  for  the  King  Of  P^us^ia  ; 
yet  Ilenscy,  whose  crime  was  ten- 
fold greater  than  cither  of  these, 
was  pardoned. 

Dc  la  Motte,  the  particulars  of 
whose  case  we  shall  hereafter  give, 
was  ^  hanged,  drawn,  and  quar- 
tered,' for  the  same  kind  of  ofience 
which  Ifensey  committed ;  nnd  in 
still  more  recent  times  numbers 
have  suffered  death  for  similar  trea- 
son ;  and  yet  we  have  to  observe, 
without  finding  any  reason  for  it, 
Doctor  Hensey  was  pardoned.  If 
granted  from  political  reasons,  it 
must  hare  been  in  fear  of  Spain  ;  an 
unworthy  impulse  of  the  ministers 
of  a  far  greater  and  more  powerful 
nation. 


Dr.  Hensey  was  a  native  of  the 
county  of  Kildare,  in  Ir^aod, 
brought  op  a  Roman  Catholic,  and 
taught  the  rudiments  of  grammar 
by  a  priest  of  that  pcrsuasloQ. 

Being  sent  to  Sf.  Omer*s  to  stsdy 
philosophy,  he  continued  there  till 
the  degree  of  master  of  arts  was 
conferred  on  him,  after  which  he 
proceeded  to  Levdcn,  where  he 
studied  physic.  From  Leydon  lie 
went  through  Germany  and  Switzer- 
land into  Italy, acquiring  the  know, 
ledge  'of  the  res|jective  languages 
during  his  travels. 

Embarking  at  Genoa,  he  sailed 
to  Lisbon,  and,  crossing  the  king, 
dom  of  Portugal,  he  went  to  S|iain, 
and  thence  io  France,  endeaToring 
in  hb  tour  to  make  himself  master 
of  the  Portuguese  and  Spani>h 
languages.  Having  reached  Parb, 
ho  practised  physic  in  that  city  five 
years ;  bnt,  being  unsuccessful,  he 
repaired  to  London. 

His  success  in  England  was  not 
superior  to  that  in  France.  Hb 
patients  were  few,  and  those  of  the 
lower  rank  of  people.  From  his 
quitting  the  university  of  Leydcn 
he  had  corresponded  with  a  brother 
collegian,  who,  having  settled  in 
France,  procured  a  place  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  secretary  of  state  at 
Paris. 

When  Dr.  Hensey  heard  of  bis 
friend's  promotion  he  wrote  him  a 
letter  of  congratulation,  in  which 
he  made  a  civil  offer  of  executing 
any  of  his  commands  in  London. 

Thiii  happening  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war  between  Great 
lirilain  and  France,  Hensey's  friend 
informed  him  that  he  might  be 
very  serviceable  by  tranamilling 
early  intelligence  of  onr  warlike 
preparations.  Thb  hint  being  ap-- 
proved  of  by  the  doctor,  the  ncit 
post  brought  him  instrnctions  how 
to  act,  with  an  appoiutmcHt  of  acar 
tweiity-fif e  goundii  per  moiilli. 
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The  substance  of  these  instruc- 
tions was  ^  to  send  complete  lists 
of  all  our  men  of  war,  both  in  and 
out  of  commission ;  their  condition, 
situation,  and  number  of  men  on 
board  each;  when  they  sailed,  nn. 
der  what  commanders,  from  what 
ports,  and  their  destination ;  an  ac- 
count of  the  actual  number  of  our 
troops ;  what  regiments  were  com- 
plete, and  where  quartered  or  gar- 
risoned.' 

Dr.  Uensey  sent  such  accounts 
as  he  could  procnre  to  a  gentleman 
at  Cologne,  who  forwarded  them  to 
another  at  Berne,  in  Switzerland, 
whence  they  were  transmitted  to 
Paris*  Hensey's  salary,  ample  as 
it  was,  pro  fed  unequal  to  the  ex- 
pectations he  had  formed ;  but  he 
proceeded,  in  the  hopes  of  an  in- 
crease of  it. 

His  first  attempt  to  acquire  intcl- 
iigence  was  by  getting  into  com- 
pany with  the  clerks  of  the  public 
offices ;  but,  not  succeeding  in  this, 
he  frequented  the  coffee-houses 
naed  by  the  members  of  parliament ; 
andj  his  professional  appearance 
taking  oif  all  suspicion  of  his  being 
a  spy,  he  frequently  learned  such 
partlcalars  as  he  thought  worth 
sending  to  his  employers. 

It  was  a  maxim  with  him  not  to 
enter  into  political  discussions  if  he 
conid  afoid  it ;  and,  when  he  could 
not,  be  always  spok^  on  the  go- 
vernment side  of  the  question,  and 
was  a  professed  enemy  to  the 
French ;  so  that,  though  he  was 
gen^hilly  known  to  be  a  Catholic, 
he  proceeded  for  a  loftg  time  un- 
snfpected. 

His  letters  from  Paris  were  sent 
by  the  way  of  Switzerland,  whence 
they  were  transmitted  to  the  Post- 
ofllice  in  London,  and  directed  to 
him  at  a  cofifee-house  in  the  Strand 
by  a  fictitious  name.  A  suspicion 
arose  that  these  letters  and  their 
answers,  which  appeared  to  con- 
tidn  only  a  few  complimentary  linei 


(as  might  be  seen  through  the 
coters),  were,  in  fact,  a  disguise 
for  something  of  greater  import- 
ance ;  and,  this  suspicion  increasing 
by  their  frequency,  the  secretary  of 
the  Post-office  at  length  opened 
some  of  those  from  IJensey,  in  one 
of  which,  dated  from  Twickenham, 
he  read,  between  the  lines  written 
with  ink,  another  epistle  written 
with  lemon-juice,  earnestly  advis. 
ing  the  French  to  land  on  the  Eng- 
lish coast. 

These  letters  were  read  by  being 
held  to  the  fire ;  and,  scTeral  of 
them  containing  expressions  which 
were  deemed  treasonable,  the  ut^- 
most  diligence  was  used  to  disco? er 
the  writer,  and  learn  his  real  name; 
for  which  purpose  a  person  was 
placed  at  the  coffee-house  to  which' 
the  letters  were  directed,  who  fol- 
lowed him  to  his  lodgings  in  Arun. 
del  Street,  after  he  had  receiTed  one 
of  them. 

On  the  following  Sunday,  Hen- 
sey,  who  was  a  Catholic,  went,  ac- 
cording to  his  usual  custom,  to  the 
Spanish  ambassador's  chapel  in  Soho 
Square ;  on  bis  return  from  which 
he  was  seized  by  two  of  the  king's 
me.4sengers,  and  conrey  ed  to  a  place 
of  security. 

Ho  was  repeatedly  examined  be- 
fore the  secretary  of  state,  and  at 
length  committed  to  Newgate  to 
take  his  trial  for  high  troasoiv  The 
grand  jury  of  Middlesex  found  a 
true  bill  against  him  in  Easter  term, 
1758 ;  but  the  trial  being  removed, 
by  writ  of  certiorari,  into  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  he  was  there  ar- 
raigned, and  pleaded  not  guilty. 

He  likewise  demanded  a  copy  of 
his  indictment,  which  was  granted, 
and  counsel  directed  by  the  Court 
to  plead  for  him.  He  was  advised 
to  make  proper  preparation  for  his 
trial,  which  came  on  before  Lord 
Mansfield  in  Westminster  Hall. 

The  counsel  for  the  crown  having 
opened  the  indictment,  the  gentle- 
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men  of  (he  Post-office  swore  to  the 
finding  a  number  of  letters  in  his 
boreaa,  and  his  handwriting  was 
pro  fed  by  some  apothecaries  who 
had  made  up  his  prescriptions. 

The  doctor's  counsel  ingeniouslj 
pleaded  a  defect  ia  the  indictment, 
because  the  letters  were  intercepted 
at  the  Post-office,  which  was  in 
London;  whereas  the  ofifencc,  if 
anj,  was  committed  in  Middlesex, 
the  grand  jury  of  which  coanty 
could  have  no  right  to  find  a  bill  for 
an  offence  committed  in  London. 

The  counsel  for  the  crown  re- 
plied  that,  though  the  letter  had 
been  intercepted  at  the  Post-office, 
the  offence  on  which  the  indictment 
was  founded  had  been  committed  at 
Twickenham,  as  appeared  by  the 
date  of  the  letter.  They  further 
urged  that  the  solicitor  of  the  Trea- 
sury might  have  laid  the  indictment 
in  the  city  of  London  ;  but  he  pre- 
ferred fixing  it  in  the  county,  be- 
cause the  letter  from  Twickenham 
was  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
tendency,  and  the  others  were  to  be 
considered  only  u  collateral  evi- 
dence against  the  prisoner. 

Dr.  Hensey's  counsel  now  ob- 
jected that  the  writing  a  treason- 
able letter  was  not  an  overt-act  of 
high  treason  except  this  letter  was 
published:  in  answer  to  which  it 
was  insisted  that  the  delivery  of  it 
at  the  Post-office  was  an  actual  pub- 
lication of  it.  The  doctor's  coun- 
sel farther  said  that  he  had  not 
corresponded  with  the  enemies  of 
the  king ;  for  we  were  not  at  war 
with  the  Dutch,  and  the  letters 
were  directed  tapeoplein  Holland. 

The  evidences  having  proved 
that  the  letter  dated  Twickenham 
contained  an  invitation  to  the 
French  to  invade  this  kingdom, 
that  was  considered  as  an  overt- 
act  of  high  treason,  on  which  the 
plea  of  the  prisoner  was  overruled, 

1  the  evidence  was  summed  op.  by 
ni  Mansfidd. 


Dr.  Hensey  had  hitherto  f«p- 
ported  himself  with  courage;  bat, 
during  the  absence  of  the  jsry^ 
which  was  about  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  he  trembled  excestlTely, 
and  repeatedly  changed  eokouXf 
ovhile  large  drops  of  sweat  raa  dowa 
his  face :  he  burst  into  tears,  and 
gave  every  proof  of  the  greatest 
agitation  of  mind. 

On  the  return  of  the  jury  he  had 
scarcely  strength  to  hold  up  his 
hand  at  the  bar.  A  verdict  of 
guilty  being  pronounced,  a  rule  oC 
Court  was  made  for  his  being 
brought  up  to  receive  sentence  on 
the  Wednesday  following. 

While  Lord  Mansfield  was  pro« 
nouncing  sentence  on  the  appointed 
day  the  convict  shed  tears,  to  road 
pale,  and  trembled  exceedingly; 
and,  after  sentence,  he  begged  a 
fortnight  to  make  proper  prepara- 
tion for  his  death  ;  but  the  Coart 
generously  granted  him  a  month. 

From  bis  first  appreheosioo  by 
the  king's  messengers  his  behavioar 
had  been  remarkably  reserved,  fie 
declined  all  conversation  on  bis  pri- 
vate affairs,  and  was  visited  by  very 
few  except  his  confessor.  Ho  waa 
so  reduced,  while  in  Newgate,  at  to 
be  obliged  to  pawn  his  sword  and 
linen  for  his  support. 

A  respite  was  sent  for  him  early 
on  the  morning  on  which  he  was  to 
have  been  executed,  and  afterwards 
a  reprieve  during  the  king's  plea- 
sure. After  this  he  contumed 
above  three  years  in  Newgate,  and 
then  embarked  for  France,  on  ob- 
taining a  free  pardon. 

It  was  presumed  that  the  political 
reason  for  respiting  Dr.  Heniey 
arose  from  a  view  to  discover  his 
accomplices,  if  he  had  any ;  but,  as 
no  such  discovery  was  ever  made, 
it  U  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  favour  shown  him  arose  from  a 
different  cause. 

At  the  time  Hensey  waa  appre« 
bended  his  brother  waa  secretary 
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ami  chaplain  to  the  Spanish  ambas^ 
sador  at  the  Hague.  To  (his  bro- 
ther he  wrote  an  account  of  his 
misfortunes ;  in  consequence  of 
which  the  Spanish  ambassador  at 
London  was  applied  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman in  similar  office  at  the  Hague; 
and  auch  representations  were  made 
to  the  English  ministry,  that  the 
repricYOAboTe  mentioned  followed ; 
though  King  George  XL  could  not 
be  prerailed  on  to  grant  him  a  free 
pardon  ;  but  soon  after  the  acces- 
sion   of    the    late  king  this  par-  * 


don  was  granted,  and  the  prisoner 
discharged,  on  giving  the  usual  se- 
curity for  hit  good  behaviour. 

Yet,  thoa((h  pardoned,  wo  would 
treat  him,  like  every  other  traitor, 
according  to  the  words  of  the  poet : 

■■  ■■■*  If, ye  Poweri  divine. 
Ye  mark   the  iiioveineiUs   of  this  nether 

world. 
And  bring  them  to  accoonti  crash,  crush 

these  vipers, 
Who,  singled  out  bj  a  corarauuity 
To  guard  their  rights,  shall,  for  a  grasp  of 

ore, 
Or  paltrjf  oflfic««  sell  them  to  the  foe.' 


JOSEPH  HAl^EY, 

EXECUTE!)  Full  MURDER. 


Tub  disposition  of  this  man  was 
perfectly  similar  to  that  of  Captain 
l^wryi  an  account  of  whose 
cruelties,  and  the  murder  for  which 
he  was  executed,  will  be  found  in 
the  preceding  pages. 

Joseph  Halsey  was  born  of  re. 
tpeetable  parents  in  Now  England, 
North  America,  who  gave  him  an 
cdocation  fit  for  a  navigator.  lie 
was,  when  he  committed  the  mur- 
der in  qaestion,  mate  of  the  ship 
Amaxon,  commanded  by  Captain 
Gallop.  This  vessel  sailed  from 
Jamaica  for  London  the  latter  end 
of  June  or  the  beginning  of  July, 
having  on  boar^  Captain  Gallop ; 
Halsey,  the  mate  ;  four  men»  John 
Fahefy  Daniel  Davidson,  John  Ed- 
wards, and  Robert  Green  ;  and 
two  boys,  Thomas  Symmcs  and 
William  Mitchell. 

Mitchell  was  aboat  siitecn  years 
of  age,  and  Symmes  seems  to  have 
been  older.  About  a  week  after 
the  Amazon  left  Jamaica  the  cap- 
tain was  taken  ill,  and  confined  to 
his  cabin  :  the  command,  therefore, 
devolTed  upon  Ualsey*  About  the 
same  time,  also,  the  vessel  sprung  a 
leak,  so  that  her  hands  were  obliged 
to  pump  to  keep  her  clear.  Hal- 
sey, at  sooa  as  he  took  the  com- 


mand of  the  ship,  began  to  treat 
the  men  with  great  brutality,  abus- 
ing and  beating  them  without  cause 
or  mercy.  Complaint  was  frequent- 
ly made  to  the  captain,  and  ho  was 
repeatedly  alarmed  In  his  cabin  by 
the  cry  of  murder :  but  he  was  not 
able  to  afford  the  sulTerers  redress  ; 
only  he  said  to  Halsey,  ^  Halsey, 
we  have  but  few  men,  and,  if  you 
murder  them,  who  will  take  care  of 
the  ship  ?'  The  captain's  remon- 
strance, however,  produced  no  ef- 
fect, and  soon  after  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  pump.  Edwards  and 
Davidson  were  taken  ill :  this  af- 
forded Halsey's  cruelty  a  new  sub- 
ject of  gratification  ;  he  compelled 
the  sick  to  work  as  long  as  those 
that  were  well ;  and,  perceiving  that 
they  wore  feeble,  and  not  able  to 
clear  the  same  quantity  of  water  in 
the  same  time,  he  compelled  them 
to  continue  pumping  double  tho 
time  that  was  allotted  to  tho  rest : 
the  men,  indeed,  compassionated  the 
P9or  sufiercrs,  and  voluntarily  of* 
fered  to  pump  for  them,  or  assist 
them  while  they  were  pumping; 
but  this  Halsey  would  not  suf- 
fer. 

The  captain,  in  the  mean  timci 
hearing  the  poor  fellows  were  sick| 
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lent  them  oat  tome  fresh  provi- 
sion  from  his  table,  which  Ualsey 
would  not  suffer  them  to  partake 
of:  neither  did  his  diabolical  bar. 
barity  stop  here ;  for  he  not  only 
beat  them  without  mercy,  some- 
times with  a  board,  sometimes  with 
a  mopsticky  and  sometimes  with  a 
rope,  but,  when  their  watch  was 
over,  he  prohibited  them  the  re. 
freshment  of  shelter  and  sleep,  and 
insisted  upon  poor  Davidson's  stand- 
ing upon  deck  all  night  in  the  rain, 
at  a  time  when  he  could  scarcely 
tnpport  himself  on  his  legs,  and  had 
a  right  to  have  been  in  his  hammock. 

As  the  Amazon  was  in  a  fleet, 
aind  under  conToy,  it  was  often 
propos^  to  Halsey  to  send  the  two 
poor  sick  wretches  on  board  a  man 
of  war,  that  the  surgeon  might  take 
them  under  his  care,  and  that  two 
cffeotiTe  men  might  be  sent  on 
board  in  their  stead ;  but  this  Hal. 
sey  refused,  though  he  knew,  if  he 
made  the  request,  it  would  hare  been 
granted.  When  he  was  further 
urged,  he  said  he  had  no  clothes  fit 
to  go  on  board  the  man  of  war  in  ; 
upon  which  both  Captain  Gallop 
and  Captain  Ball,  captain  of  an« 
other  Tcssel  in  the  fleet,  who  hap* 
pencd  to  be  on  board  the  Amazon, 
some,  offered  to  lend  him  clothes  ^ 
but  he  absolutely  refused  to  accept 
them,  for  which  it  is  impossible  to 
assign  any  other  reason  than  that  he 
would  not  give  up  the  pleasure  he 
took  in  tormenting  the  men,  for  it 
was  manifestly  his  interest  to  have 
rather  effectual  men  than  sick  on 
board,  especially  considering  the 
condition  of  his  vessel. 

After  that  he  persisted  in  treat, 
ing  the  sick  men  in  th&  same  man- 
ner, with  thb additional  aggravation, 
that,  though  he  allowed  every  other 
person  in  the  ship  three  quarts  of 
water  a  day,  he  allowed  them  only 
one  quart,  though  their  sickness  in- 
creased the  intolerable  thir$t,which, 


in  that  climate,  requires  more  than 
the  largest  of  these  allowances  to 
quench. 

Ilalsey,  that  he  might  indulge 
himself  In  contemplating  the  misery 
he  produced,  always  caused  the  two 
sick  men  to  lie  upon  deck  whenever 
he  was  upon  deck  himsdf,  whether 
it  was  or  was  not  their  watch,  and 
used  frequently  to  make  IlaTldson 
stand  with  a  mop  held  oat  in  his 
hands,  as  a  soldier .  holds  out  his 
musket,  for  many  succetti? e  hours, 
without  intermission  or  refresh-, 
ment. 

To  this  astonishing  barbarity 
poor  Edwards  first  fell  a  martyr ; 
he  died,  and  was  throwri^oTerboard. 

About  the  same  time  Davidson, 
considering  his  fellow.safferer  as 
having  escaped  the  misery  to  which 
he  was  still  condemned ,  resolred  to 
follow  him,  and,  accordingly,  si- 
lently let  himself  down  by  a  rope 
from  the  stern  into  the  sea,  in  hopes 
that  he  should  be  drowned,  and 
lose  both  his  misery  and  his  life  to- 
gether ;  but  it  happened  that  Hal. 
8ey  saw  him  as  he  rose  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  water ;  and  sudi  was  the 
inveteracy  of  his  malice,  that  he 
seized  a  rope  and  leaped  orerboard 
to  bring  him  back,  declaring  that 
^  he  should  not  escape  him  00,*  and 
that  he  would  have  the  pleasure  of 
tormenting  him  a  little  longer. 
When  the  poor  wretch  was  brought 
on  board  he  was,  to  appearance, 
dead :  the  good  captain,  however, 
ordered  him  to  be  rolled,  that  the 
water  might  be  discharged;  and, 
when  he  came  to  himself,  directed 
that  he  should  be  dry  clothed. 
When  he  was  stripped,  in  order  to 
fulfil  these  humane  directions,  his 
body  appeared  to  be  braised  almost 
from  head  to  foot. 

Halsey,  however,  did  not  relent ; 
he  continued  tormenting  him  by 
blows,  insults,  labour,  and  thirst : 
when  he  was  so  weak  that  he  could 
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notitand  Hxlterfordbl^  drew  him 
ap  by  his  band*,  and,  tjing  iiim  to 
the  shroudi,  Tint  beat  him,  and 
then  left  him  in  Ihat  condition  for 
mote,  than  an  honr  :  wbcn  he  waa 
nnUed  be  fell  down.  The  man  ihat 
came  up  the  next  watch  found  him 
lying  under  the  boat  on  the  bare 
deck;  about  four  hours  after  he 
wat  teen  lying  on  a  lail ;  and  in  the 
morning  he  was  found  dead. 

Tbe  captain  dying  at  sea,  and 
Halsey  being  obliged  (a  ask  the  ai- 
•btance  of  a  man  of  irar,  which  be. 
fore  he  had  refuied,  obtained  two 
men  in  tbe  room  of  Edward)  and  Da- 
f  idtoD,  mnd  brought  the  ibip  home. 


fic  continued  to  beat  (he  rcat  of 
tbe  crew  during  Iho  remainder  of 
(ha  voyage,  iiolwiths landing  the 
niuniers  he  had  already  committed  ; 
but  when  he  came  into  port,  a  enm- 
pluint  being  made,  he  was  takt-n 
into  cuitody  ;  and  the  facts  here  re- 
duced to  a  narraliTc  having  been 
proved,  he  was  condemned,  and 
siitTered  at  Eieculion  Dock,  March' 
(he  14th,  1759,  without  any  cir. 
riimslanre  a(  pain  or  infacny  that 
would  nut  have  bt'cn  then  inflicted 
on  a  petty  thief  who  had  pilfered  a 
silk  handkerchief  from  a  paHeagtr 
in  the  street. 


Witatky  doing  PMance  in  CKurcli. 


THE  REVEKEND  MR.  WHEATLEY, 

BinTBHCED  TO  DO  PUSUC  FINAHCC  FOU  AUUI.TBBY. 

WEConiideritapartof  ourduty  No  guilt  is  more  frequent  than 

to  give  oar  readers  occaiionally  an  adultery,  and  nunc,  in  its  progress, 

account  of  tbe  various   mode*   of  more  tending  in  falal  cnnseqnences, 

pnnbhment,  for  the  commission  of  inrolving   whole   families   in   ruin, 

crimvi,  in  distant  nations.  and  driving  others  to  leeti   rereugo 
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la  the  blood  of  the  spoilers  of  their 
honour. 

That  adultery  is  a  crime  which 
has  been  detested  by  all  wise  and 
good  people,  as  scandalous  in  its 
nature,  pernicious  to  society,  and 
destructiTe  of  religion,  appears  by 
the  farions  sefere  laws  and  punish, 
neots  by  which  legislators  and  ma- 
gistrates haTO  endeaToured  to  re- 
strain  it. 

The  histories  of  thp  ancient  hea- 
thens tell  us  that  they  thought  it  a 
c^ime  so  Tery  black  and  abominable, 
that  tliey  haTO  compared  it  to  sa- 
crilege, or  to  robbing  of  temples ; 
and  their  philosophers  judged  it  to 
be  worse  than  perjury.  The  old 
Ethiopians  ranked  it  with  treason, 
as  a  crime  of  the  like  nature  and 
guilt ;  and  the  Egyptians  had  a  law 
that  tjlie  man  guilty  of  it  should  hate 
a  thousand  stripes,  and  that  the 
woman  should  lose  her  nose,  as  a 
nark  of  perpetual  infamy. 

The  ancient  Athenians  punished 
all  adulterers  with  death,  and  even 
those  who  were  only  suspected 
with  some  less  penalty.  It  was  the 
custom  of  the  Persians  to  throw 
^the  adulteress  down  headlong  into 
a. deep  well ;  for,  as  adultery  was, 
at  one  time,  a  common  crime  among 
t^  nobility  and  gentry  in  the  court 
of  ancient  Persia,  it  became  the  fre- 
qjitnt  cause  of  rebellions,  murders, 
aiid  other  dreadful  calamities,  in 
tjibt  empire. 

The  tragedy  of  Mejittet  and  hia 
liholft  teiiiy>  ••casleiicd  by  the 
i«lalic«y  nT  hb  wife  with  Xerxes 
the -oniparoF^  is  most  horrible  to 
relate ;  and  the  punishment  of  Ap- 
podines  the  physician,  for  debauch- 
ing Amytis,  tha  widow  of  Mega- 
byzus,  is  also  most  shocking  and 
terrible. 

The  old  lawgivers  of  Greece  pu- 
nished this  crime  with  death. 

Among  the  Lybians  it  was  the 
custom  to   treat  married   women 


guilty  of  adultery  in  the  most 
severe  manner^  without  mercy  and 
without  pardon. 

In  a  certain  city  of  Crete,  when- 
an  adulterer  was  eaught  in  the  fact, 
and  judicially  convicted,  ho  was 
first  adjudged  to  be  covered  with  a 
crown  of  wool,  in  derision  of  his 
soft  and  effeminate  nature,  signi- 
fied by  that  material  and  the  animal 
whence  it  was  taken,  then  publicly 
to  pay  a  heavy  fine,  and  to  be 
rendered  incapable  of  bearing  any 
office  in  the  government. 

The  King  of  the  Tenideans  made 
a  law  that  the  adulterer  should  1>e 
beheaded  with  an  axe;  and  com- 
manded his  own  son,  found  guilty 
of  this  fact,  to  be  put  to  death  in 
that  manner. 

The  licpreans  made  a  law  that 
the  men  should  be  led^  round  the 
city  for  three  diiys  together,  and 
then  burnt  in  the  face  with  a  brand 
of  indelible  infamy ;  and  that  the 
women  should  stand  in  the  market- 
place for  eleven  successive  days, 
clothed  only  witK  a  thin  transparent 
garment,  which  should  hang  loose 
and  untied,  in  order  to  expose  them 
more  to  public  shame,  contempt, 
and  laughter. 

Hippomines,  one  of  the  kings  of 
Athens,  haiing  caught  an  adulterer 
with  hb  daughter  Limona,  ordered 
him  to  be  tied  to  the  wheel  of  a 
chariot}  and  her  to  one  of  the 
lioffsos^  and  to  be  dragged  about 
the  streets  till  they  died ;  a  shame- 
ful and  horrid  spectacle  to  the 
whole  city,  but  a  public  example 
of  the  most  severe  and  impartial 
justice. 

Dio  the  consul,  the  first  King 
of  the  Ramans,  made  a  law  that 
the  faulty  wife  should  l>e  put  to 
death  after  what  manner  tier  hus- 
band or  relations  thought  fit;  wliidi 
law  was  afterwards  confirmed,  an^ 
continued  in  force  many  yenrt. 
But  the  rigidly  Tirtuout  Cato  •!• 
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lowed  the  hasband  to  dispatch  hli 
wife  immediately  on  fifding  her 
guilty,  withoat  staying  for  the 
forms  of  justice.  Many  also  of 
the  Roman  emperors  punished  this 
crime  with  present  death ;  though 
It  mast  be  confessed,  indeed,  that 
many  others  of  them,  with  their 
empresses  and  daughters,  and  ladies 
of  the  highest  quality,  when  Rome 
was  declining,  were  notoriously 
guilty. 

We  read  of  many  Julias  and 
Messalinas  in  the  reign  of  the 
twelve  CsBsars,  and  so  downwards, 
for  a  great  length  of  time. 

This  Tioe  soon  after  became  rery 
common  among  them  in  the  days 
of  their  conquests,  national  Inflo- 
eiieey  and  prosperity ;  and  yet,  such 
and  Ubonr  had  there  been 
to  bring  offenders  to  condign 
punishment)  tiiat  Tacitus  says,  when 
he  was  a  chief  officer  of  Rome,  he 
fonnd  in  the  public  records  the 
names  of  three  thousand  who  had 
been  pat  to  death  for  committing 
adultery.  Eren  the  heathen  Ro- 
mans always  punished  malefactors 
eonricted  of  this  crime  by  banish- 
ment, and,  in  cases  of  the  highest 
degree,  with  death. 

The  Hungarians,  iiL^ose  days 
wlieo  firtoe  was  InlMre  esteem 
than  at  present,  made  death  the 
panUimeat,  with  dreadful  inflic- 
tion. The  father  was  compelled  to 
conduct  and  force  his  own  daugh* 
tar  to  the  place  of  execution,  the 
hnsband  bis  wife,  and  the  brother 
bkiisler. 

In  Old  Saxony  a  woman  con- 
victed of  this  crime  was  punished 
precisely  as  the  English  law  punish- 
ed 4iie  murderer  of  her  husband — 
ftruigled,  and  then  burnt  to  ashes. 
The  adulterer  was  then  hung  up 
over  her  grave ;  or  else  the  chaste 
matrons  of  the  town  where  the 
fact  was  committed  had  liberty  to 
scourge  Ua  with  whips  and  rods, 


from  one  village  to  another,  until 
he  died. 

The  Turks  adopted  the  Lefitical 
law,  and  stoned  such  offenders  to 
death  ;  though,  before  the  law  of 
Moses,  the  adulteress,  when  con- 
demned, was  burnt-alifc. 

In  holy  writ,  the  prophet  Jcre* 
miah  intimates  that  the  King  of 
Babylon  was  more  cruel  than  any 
other  monarch,  for  he  roasted  to 
death  Zedekiah,  the  son  of  Maa- 
seiah,  and  Ahad,  the  son  of  Ko- 
laiah,  because  they  had  committed 
adultery  with  their  neighbours* 
wires. 

At  this  day,  in  Turkey,  adulte- 
ries are  often  punished  by  drown- 
ing the  guilty  woman,  and  castrat- 
ing the  man. 

The  Spaniards  and  the  Italians, 
by  nature  jealous  and  severe,  whore. 
ewer  they  suspect  a  man  guilty  with 
their  wives,  wait  an  opportunity  of 
plunging  a  dagger  secretly  into  his 
heart  ' 

In  France,  fire  hundred  years 
ago,  two  gentlemen  of  Normandy, 
who  were  brothers,  were  flayed 
alive,  and  hung  upon  gibbets,  for 
adultery. 

Modern  writers  have  stigmatized 
this  crime  with  the  name  it  de- 
serves—a most  execrable  villainy. 
Some  of  the  old  fathers  of  the 
Church  have  declared  their  minds 
with  such  sharpness  and  vehemence, 
as  to  pronounce  it,  in  many  cases, 
unpardonable. 

If  we  look  into  the  old  books  of 
the  civil  and  canon  lavTs  we  shall 
find  that  the  several  punishments 
made  and  ordained  by  them  wcro 
either  death  by  the  sword  or  the 
loss  of  their  noses,  or  some  singu. 
lar  brand  of  infamy,  or  some  large 
pecuniary  mulct,  or  banishment; 
as  we  find  by  the  old  statutes  of 
the  Belgians  and  Hollanders.  If  a 
father  canght  his  daughter  in  the 
fact,  he  might  kill  her  and  her  gal- 
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Unt  upon  the  •pot ;  but  a  husband  When  the  great,  though  bound  by 
was  empowered,  in  the  like  case,  the  marriage  tow,  live  in  open  and 
to  put  the  latter  only  to  death,  bat  TolupCuous  adultery,  lesser  men 
the  wife  was  reserred  to  the  judg-  will  haTe  their  concubines  too  ;  and 
ment  of  the  law.  thus  wires  are  deserted,  and  left 
Adultery,  from  being  more  im-  either  to  pine  under  neglect,  or, 
mediately  an  offence  againsit  the  roused  by  their  wrongs,  desperately 
Church,  has  been  generally  ex.  to  seek  retaliation, 
cepted  out  of  the  acts  of  pardon  The  number  of  kept  women  in  and 
and  indemnity,  as  an  evil  in  itself,  about  the  metropolis  we  have  already 
or  of  that  nature  which  kings  calculated.  (See  Vol.  L  page  30.) 
thcmsclfes  cannot  ur  will  not  par-  Most  of  them  arc  maintained,  in 'af. 
don.  fluence;  and,  having  no  kind  of  re- 
It  would  be  endless  to  recount  gard  either  for  the  person  or  the 
the  many  kingdoms  and  republics^  property  of  their  dupe,  they  launch 
with  all  their  different  laws  and  into  every  kind  of  extniTagance 
customs,  where  this  abominable  and  dissipation, 
crime  hath  been,  and  still  is,  chas-  Corruption  of  morals  in  the 
Used  and  exposed  with  very  signal,  people,  though  the  progress  be 
infamous,  painful,  and  terrible  pu-  slow»  will  surely  prove  the  down- 
nishments.  In  England,  we  are*  fal  of  their  nation.  When  the 
sorry  to  say,  its  commission  now  hardy  warriors  of  ancient  Rome 
too  often  goes  unpunished,  whether  quitted  ^  the  trade  of  arms,'  and, 
in  the  prince  or  the  pickpocket.  for  the  martial  step,  substituted 

I^t,   however,  this  short  extract  «  Love's  mojesty  to  strut  before  a  wanton 

from  eminent  authors,   contrasted  aubling  nymph/ 

Hith  its  barefaced  commission  in  our  then  commenced   that   degeneracy 

own  country,  gif  e  the  immoral  and  which  in  time  OTorwhelmed  their 

incontinent  a  specimen  of  the  opi-  mighty  empire,  and  left  them  an 

nion  of  the  wise  and  sober  part  of  effeminate    race,    contemptible  to 

mankind;  and  let  them  dread  the  those  icry  nations  they  had  for- 

examples  of  the  downfal  of  mighty  mcrly  conquered. 

empires   from  profligacy,   lest    its       •About  the  year  1759  the  crime 

general  adoption  hurl  their  country  of  adulter jB^as  proved,  with  ag- 

ioto  the  like  fate.  gravated   circumstances,  against  a 

Yet«  in  the  present  day,  aduU  profligate  fellow,  under  the  mask  of 
tery,  which  we  have  shown  to  have  Puritanbm,  of  the  name  of  Wheat- 
been  held  in  much  abhorrence  in  ley.  This  man  was  a  Methodist 
ancient  times,  and  punished  with  preacher,  who  was  styled  Reverend, 
great  severity,  is  degenerated  into  and  a  schoolmaster  at  Norwich, 
a  kind  of  fashionable  and  expensive  He  was  brought  to  trial  for 
vice  among  the  rich  of  all  the  adultery  committed  with  several  of 
polished  nations  of  Europe ;  while  his  neighbours'  wives,  all  profess-' 
the  poor  laborer,  surrounded  by  ing  Methodism,  at  the  Ecclesiastical 
chil(lren  born  in  wedlock,  and  yet  Court  of  the  Bishop  of  Norwich, 
crying  for  bread,  only  heaves  a  Sufficient  proof  having  been  ad- 
sigh  at  such  enormities.  duccd,  the  judge  declared  the  said 

A  vice  indulged  in  by  the  ex-  Wheatley  to  be  a  lewd,  debauched, 

ample  of  the  great  must  spread  incontinent,  and  adulterous  man ; 

like  contagion,  and  every  thought-  and   that  he  had   committed    the 

lets  young  man  become  infected,  crimes  of  adultery^  fornication,  and 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.       345 


incontinence,  to  the  great  scandal 
of  good  men,  and  pernicions  to  the 
example  of  others.  He  was  then 
'  sentenced  to  do  public  penance  in 
-a  linen  cloth,  in  the  parish  church, 
i»ith  a  paper  pinned  to  his  breast, 
denoting  his  crime ;  and  condemned 
to  pay  the  costs  of  the  suit. 

Formerly  adulterers  were  ex- 
posed to  public  odium  and  deri- 
sion, in  white  sheets,  in  the  parish 
church.  The  story  in  the  ^  Spec- 
tator,' of  the  adulteress  riding  on  a 
black  ram,  is  founded  on  fact : 

'  At  East  Bourne  and  West 
Bourne,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  if 
a  customary  tenant  die,  the  widow 
shall  have  what  the  law  calls  her 
free  bench  in  all  his  copyhold 
land,   dum  soia  ei  caia  Juerit ; 


that  is,  rchile  she  lives  single  and 
chaste  ;  but,  if  she  commit  inconti- 
nency,  she  forfeits  her  estate :  yet, 
if  she  will  come  into  court,  riding 
backward  upon  a  black  ram,  with 
his  tail  in  her  hand,  and  say  the 
following  words,  the  steward  is 
bound  by  the  custom  to  re-admit 
her  to  her  free  bench  : 

*  Here  I  am. 
Hiding  upon  a  black  ram. 
Like  a  whore  as  I  aro  ; 
And  for  mj  rrtncum  crmncnm 
Have  lost  my  hincum  hancum. 
And  for  mjf  tail**  game 
Have  done  this  worldly  shame ; 
Therefore  T  pray  yoo,  Mr.  Steward, 
Let  me  have  my  land  agam.' 

There  is  a  like  custom^  in  the 
manor  of  Torre,  in  Defonihire, 
and  other  parts  of  the  west. 


MARY  EDMONDSON, 

EXECUTED  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  HER  AUNT* 


There  is,  and  perhaps  efer  will 
remain,  a  mystery  in  the  case  of 
this  convict.  If  she  was  guilty, 
she  was  one  of  the  ?ilest  of  hypo- 
crites ;  if  not,  the  circumstances 
against  her  were  so  strong  that  the 
jury  could  scarcely  avoid  confict- 
ing  her. 

This  unhappy  girl  was  thedaugh* 
ter  of  a  farmer  near  Leeds,in  Yoirk- 
ihire,  but  went  to  reside  with  her 
aunt,  Mrs.  Walker,  of  Uothcrhithe, 
who  was  a  widow  lady. 

With  this  aunt  she  lived  two 
years,  comporting  herself  in  the 
most  decent  manner,  and  regularly 
attending  the  duties  of  religion. 

A  Jady  named  Toucher  having 
spent  the  evening  with  Mrs.  Walk- 
er, Mary  Edmondson  lighted  her 
across  the  street  on  her  way  home ; 
and,  soon  after  her  return,  a  wo- 
man, who  cried  oysters  through 
the  street,  observed  that  the  door 
was  open,  and  heard  the  girl  cry 
ont  <Hdpl  murder!  they  have 
killed  my  annt !' 


Edmondson  now  ran  to  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Odell,  wringing  her  hands, 
and  bewailing  the  misfortune ;  and, 
the  neighbours  being  by  this  time 
alarmed,  some  gentlemen  went 
from  a  public  house  where  they  had 
spent  the  evening,  determined  to 
inquire  into  the  affair. 

They  found  Mrs.  Walker  with 
her  throat  cut,  lying  on  her  right 
side,  and  her  head  near  a  table, 
which  was  covered  with  linen.  One 
of  the  gentlemen,  named  Hollo- 
way,  said  ^  This  is  very  strange; 
1  know  not  what  to  malce  of  it :  * 
let  us  examine  the  girl.' 

Her  account  of  the  matter  was, 
that  four  men  had  entered  at  the 
back  door,  one  of  whom  putting 
his  arms  round  her  aunt's  neck, 
another,  who  was  a  tall  roan, 
dressed  \x%  black,  swore*  that  he 
would  kill  her  if  she  spoke  a  single 
word. 

Mr.  Hollo  way,  observing  that 
the  girl's  arm  was  cut,  asked  her 
how   it  had  happened ;  to  which 
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she  replied  that  one  of  ^e  meoi  in 
attempting  to  get  oot,  had  jammed 
it  with  (he  door;  bat  HoUowaj 
judging,  from  all  appearances,  that 
no  men  had  been  in  the  house, 
said  he  did  not  beliere  her,  but  sup- 
posed she  was  the  murderer  of  her 
aunt. 

,  On  (his  charge  she  fell  into  a  fit, 
and,  being  remoTcd  to  a  neigh, 
boiir's  honse,  was  blooded  bj  a 
surgeon,  and  continued  there  till 
the  following  daj,  when  the  coro- 
ner's  inquest  sat  on  the  body,  and 
brought  in  a  Terdict  of  wilful  mur- 
der ;  in  consequence  of  which  she 
was  committed  to  prison. 

Mrs*  Walker's  executors,  anxious 
to  discofer  the  truth,  caused  the 
house  to  be  diligently  searched,  and 
found  that  a  Tarictv  of  things, 
which  Mary  Edmondson  had  said 
were  stolen,  were  not  missing;  nor 
could  they  discover  that  any  thing 
was  lost.  Mrs.  Walker's  watch, 
and  some  other  articles,  which  she 
said  had  been  carried  off  by  the 
murderers,  were  found  under  the 
floor  of  the  privy. 

Being  committed  to  the  New 
Gaol,  Southwark,  she  remained 
there  (ill  the  next  assizes  for  Sur- 
rey, when  she  was  tried  at  Ring, 
ston,  and  convicted  on  eridence 
which,  though  acknowledged  to  be 
circumstantial,  was  such  as,  in  the 
general  opinion,  admitted  litdo 
doubt  of  her  guilt. 
I  She  made  a  defence  indeed  ;  but 
there  was  not  enough  of  probability 
in  it  to  have  any  weight. 


Being  condemned  on  Saftard^ 
to  be  executed  on  the  Monday  fo|. 
low[ing,  she  was  lodged  in  the  prison 
at  Kingston,  whence,  she  wrote  to 
her  parents,  most  solemnly  avow- 
ing her  innocence.  She  likewise 
b^ged  that  the  minister  of  the 
parish  would  preach  a  sermon  on 
the  occasion  of  her  death. 

She  asserted  her  innocence  on 
the  Sunday,  when  she  was  Tisited 
by  a  clergyman^  and  several  other 
people ;  yet  was  her  behavioor  do- 
Tont,  and  apparently  sincere.. 

Being  taken  out  of  prison  on  the 
Monday  morning,  she  got  into  ft 
postchaise  with  the  keeper,  aod, 
arriTing  at  the  Peacock,  in  Ken- 
nington  Lane,  about  nine  o^cloak, 
where  she  drank  a  glass  of  wine, 
and  then  being  put  into  a  cart,  was 
conveyed  to  the  place  of  execution, 
where  she  behaved  devoutly,  and 
made  the  following  address  to  the 
surrounding  multitude : — 

Mt  is  now  too  late  to  trifle  either 
with  God  or  man*  I  solemnly  de» 
clare  that  I  am  innocent  of  the 
crime  laid  to  my  charge.  I  am 
very  easy  in  my  mind,  as  I  suffer 
with  as  much  pleasure  as  if  I  was 
going  to  sleep.  I  freely  forgive 
my  prosecutors,  and  earnestly  beg 
your  prayers  for  my  departing  souU' 

She  was  executed  on  Eennini^ 
.  ton  Common,  April  the  2d,  1750; 
after  which  her  body  was  ton« 
veycd  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
Southwark,  and  there  dissected, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  respecting 
murderers. 


EUGENE  ARAM, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDER. 


We  are  norw  arrived  at  that  pe« 
riod  which  brings  to  our  tIcw,  per. 
haps,the  most  remarkable  and  extra- 
ordinary  trial  in  our  whole  Calendar. 

The  pcrpe(ra(or  was  a- man  of 
extraordinary  cndowmen(s,  and  of 


high  education ;  therefor^  little  to 
be  suspected  of  committing  so  very 
foul  a  crime.  The  discovery  of 
(he  murder  is  a  striking  proof  that 
from  the  eye  of  PrutideMee  nothing 
can  be  concealed.  " 
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This  case^  once  the  topic  of  ge« 
neral  conTersatioii^  and  the  subject 
of  almost  every  pen,  we  have  care- 
fully gleaned  from  the  records  and 
prints  of  the  day,  and  compiled, 
perhaps,  a  more  particular  account 
of  tbit  mysterious  matter  than  has 
yet  been  presented  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Eugene  Aram  was  born  in  a 
Tillage  called  Nethcrdale^  in  York, 
shire,  in  the  year  1704,  of  an  an. 
dent  family,  one  of  his  ancestors 
bafing  served  the  office  of  high 
sheriff  for  that  county  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  IIL  The  Ticissitudes 
of  fortune  had,  however,  reduced 
them,  as  we  find  the  father  of 
Eugene,  a  poor,  but  honest  man, 
by  profession  a  gardi^r ;  in  which 
walk  of  life  he  was,  nevertheless, 
greatly  respected* 

From  the  high  erudition  of  the 
unfortunate  subject  under  consi* 
deration  he  may  be  truly  called  a 
prodigy.  On  the  very  slender  stock 
of  learning  found  in  a  day-school 
he  built  a  fabric  which  would  have 
been  worthy  the  shoulders  of  our 
literary  Atlas,  Dr.  Johnson.  It  may 
be  truly  said  that,  like  M^Nally, 
the  celebrated  Irish  barrister  and 
admirable  dramatist,  he  was  self- 
taught.  As  the  one  eicelletl  in  his 
profession  as  usher  to  an  academy, 
so  did  the  other  as  an  advocate  at 
the  bar  of  justice. 

In  the  infancy  of  Aram  his  pa- 
rents removed  to  another  village, 
called  Shelton,  near  New  by,  in  the 
same  county  ;  and,  when  about  six 
years  of  age,  his  father,  who  had 
laid  by  a  small  sam  from  his  weekly 
labour,  made  a  purchase  of  a  little 
cottage  in  Bondgate,  near  Rippon. 

When  he  was  about  thirteen  or 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  his 
father  in  Newby,  and  attended  him 
In  the  family  there  till  the  death 
of  Sir  Edward  BlackeU.  It  was 
in  the  house  of  this  gentleman,  to 
whodi  his  father  wasgardeDer^  that 


his  propensity  for  literatttre  first 
appeared.    He  was,  indeed,  always 
of  a  solitary  disposition,  and  uiu 
commonly  fond  of  retirement  and 
books ;  and  here  he  enjoyed  all  the 
advantages  of  leisure  and  privacy. 
He  applied  himself  at  first  chiefly 
to  mathematical  studies,  in  which 
he  made  a  considerable  proficiency* 
At  about  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
was  sent  to  London,  to  the  house  of 
Mr.  Christopher  filackett,  whom 
he  served  for  some  time  In  the  ca> 
pacity  of  book-keeper.   After  con* 
tinning   here  a  year  or  more  he 
was  taken  with  the  small  pox,  and 
suffered  severely  under  that  distem* 
per.     He  afterwards  returned  Into 
Yorkshire,  in  consequence  of  ao 
Invitation  frotfi  his  father,  and  there 
continued  to  prosecute  his  studies  ; 
but  found  in  polite  literature  much 
greater  charms  than  In  the  mathe* 
matics,  which  occasioned  him  now 
chiefly  to  apply  himself  to  poetry, 
history,  and  antiquities.    After  this 
he  was  invited  to  Netherdale,  where 
he  engaged  in  a  school,  and  married* 
But  this  marriage  proved  an  no* 
happy  connexion ;  for  to  the  mis« 
conduct  of  his  wife  he  afterwards 
attributed  the  misfortunes  that  be* 
fell  him.     In  the  mean  while,  hav- 
Ing  perceifed  his  deficiency  In  the 
learned  languages,  he  applied  him- 
self  to  the  grammatical  study  of  the 
Latitf  and  Greek   tongues;  after 
which  he  read,  with  great  avidity 
and  diligence,  ail  the  L^tin  classics^ 
historians,   and  poets.      He  then 
went  through  the   Greek  Testa, 
ment ;  and,  lastly,  ventured  npon 
ilesiod.   Homer,  Theocritus,  He- 
rodotus,  and  Thucydides,  together 
with  all  the  Greek  tragedians*     In 
1734  William  Norton,  Esq.  ageo. 
tleman  who  had  a  fi^endshlp  for 
him,  invited  him  to  Knaresborough^ 
Here  he  acquired  the  knowledge  of 
the  Hebrew,  and  read  the  Peota. 
tf»ich  In  that  language.    Jo  1744 
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he  returned  (o  London,  and  serrcd 
the  lleT.  Mr.  Plainblanc,  in  Picca- 
dilly, as  usher  in  Liatin  and  writing ; 
and,  fiilh  this  gentleman's  assist, 
ance,  he  acquired  the  knowledge 
of  the  French  language.  He  was 
afterwards  employed  as  an  usher 
and  tutor  in  several  different  parts 
of  England  ;  during  ^hich  time  he 
became  acquainted  with  heraldry 
and  botany.  He  also  ventured  upon 
Chaldeo  and  Arabic ;  the  former  of 
which  he  found  e'asy  from  its  near 
connexion  with  the  iJebrew. 

He  then  investigated  the  Celtic  in 
all  its  dialects ;  and,  having  begun  to 
form  collections,  and  make  com  pa- 
risons  between  the  Celtic,  the  Eng. 
lish,  the  Latin,  the  Greek,  and  the 
Hebrew,  and  found  A  great  affinity 
between  them,  he  resolved  to  pro- 
ceed through  all  these  languages^ 
and  to  form  a  comparative  Lexicon. 
But,  amid  these  learned  labours 
and  inquiries,  it  appears  that  Aram 
committed  a  crime  which  could  not 
naturally  have  been  expected  from 
a  man  of  so  studious  a  turn,  as  the 
inducement  that,  led  him  to  it  was 
merely  the  gain  of  wealth,  of  which 
the  scholar  is  seldom  covetous. 
On  the  8th  of  February,  1745,  he, 
in  conjunction  with  a  man  named 
Richard  Houseman,  murdered  one 
Daniel  Clarke,  a  shoemaker  at 
Knaresborough. 

This  unfortunate  man,  having 
lately  married  a  woman  of  a  good 
family,  industriously  circulated  a 
report  that  his  wife  was  entitled  to 
a  considerable  fortune,  which  he 
fhould  soon  receive.  ]n  conse. 
queoce  of  this,  A  rani,  and  Riphard 
Houseman,  conceiving  hopes  of 
making  advantage  of  this  circum- 
stance, persuaded  Clarke  to  make 
an  ostentatious  show  of  his  own 
riches,  to  induce  his  wife's  relations 
1o  give  him  that  fortune  of  which 
he  had  boasted.  There  was  saga- 
city, if  not  honesty,  in  thisadvice; 


for  th«  .world  in  general  are  more 
free  to  assist  persona  in  affluence 
than  those  in  distress. 

Clarke  was  easily  indoced  to 
comply  with  a  hint  so  agreeable  to 
his  own  desires ;  on  which  he  bor- 
rowed, and  bought  on  credit,  a 
large  quantity  of  silver  plate,  with 
jewels,  watches,  rings,  &c.  He 
told  the  persons  of  whbm  ho  pur- 
chased that  a  merchant  in  London 
had  sent  him  an  order  to  boy  such 
plate  for  exportation  ;  and  no  doubt 
was  entertained  of  his  credit  till  his 
sudden  disappearance  in  February, 
1745,  when  it  was  Imagined  that 
he  had  gone  abroad,  or  at  least  to 
Ijondon,  to  dispose  of  his  ill-ac* 
quired  propdity. 

When  Clarke  was  possessed  of 
these  goods,  Aram  and  Houseman 
determined  to  murder  him,  in  order 
to  share  the  booty;  and,  on  the 
night  of  the  8th  of  February,  1745, 
they  persuaded  Clarke  to  take  a 
walk  with  them,  in  order  to  con- 
sult upon  the  proper  method  to 
dispose  of  the  effects. 

On  this  plan  they  walked  into  a 
field,  at  a  small  distance  from  the 
town,  well  known  by  the  name  of 
St.  Robert's  Cave.  When  they 
came  into  this  field  Aram  and 
Clarke  went  over  a  hedge  towards 
the  cave;  and,  when  they  had  got 
within  six  or  seven  yards  of  it. 
Houseman  (by  the  light  of  the 
moon)  saw  Aram  strike  Clarke 
several  times,  and  at  length  beheld 
him  fail,  but  never  saw  him  after- 
wards. This  was  the  state  of  the 
affair  if  Houseman's  testimony  on 
the  trial  might  be  credited. 

Themurderers,going  home,$harcd 
Clarke's  ill-gotten  treasure,  the  half 
of  which  Houseman  concealed  in 
his  garden  for  a  twelvemonth,  and 
then  took  it  to  Scotland,  where  he 
sold  it.  In  the  mean  time  Aram 
carried  his  share  to  London,  where 
he  sold  it  to  a  Jew,  and  then  en- 


KNAPP  k  BALDWIN'.  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.       249 


^aged  himself  as  an  usher,  as  al. 
ready  fTientioncd,  at  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Plf|inbla>.ic'8  academy,  in  Piccadilly* 

After  this  he  was  usher  at  olhcr 
schools  hi  diflfcrent  parts  of  the 
kingdom ;  but,  as  he  did  not  corres. 
pond  with  his  friends  in  Yorkshire, 
it  was  presumed  that  he  was  dead. 

Fourteen  years  passed  without 
the  smallest  clue  being  found  to  ac- 
count for  the  sudden  exit  of  Clarke, 
ill]  in  the  year  1758  a  laborer  was 
employed  to  dig  for  stone  to  supply 
alime-klln  at  a  place  called  Thistle 
Hill,  near  Knaresborough ;  and, 
having  dug  about  two  feet  deep,  he 
found  the  bones  of  a  human  body, 
still  joined  to  each  other  by  the  li- 
gatures  of  the  joints,  the  body  ap. 
pearing  to  have  been  buried  double. 
This  incident  immediately  became 
the  subject  of  general  curiosity  and 
inquiry.  Some  hints  had  b4<en  for. 
merly  thrown  out  by  Aram's  wife 
that  Clarke  was  murdeNd ;  and  it 
was  well  remembered  that  his  dis. 
appearance  was  very  sudden. 

This  occasioned  Aram's  wife  to 
be  sent  for,  as  was  also  the  coro- 
ner,  and  an  inquisition  was  entered 
into,  it  being  belieTed  that  the 
skeleton  found  was  that  of  Daniel 
Clarke.  Mrs.  Aram  declared  that 
she  belicTcd  Clarke  bad  been  mur. 


dercd  by  her  husband  and  Richard 
Houseman.  The  latter,  when  he 
was  brought  before  the  coroner, 
appeared  to  be  in  great  confusion, 
trembling,  changing  colour,  and 
faltering  in  his  speech,  during  the 
examination.  The  coroner  desired 
him  to  take  np  one  of  the  bones, 
probably  to  observe  what  further 
eflcct  that  might  produce;  and 
Houseman,  accordingly  taking  up 
one  of  the  bones,  said,  ^  This  is  no 
more  Daniel  Clarke's  bone  than  it 
is  mine.'  ♦ 

These  words  were  pronounced  in 
such  a  manner  as  convinced  those 
present  that  they  proceeded  not 
from  Houseman's  supposition  that 
Clarke  was  alive,  but  from  his  cer- 
tain knowledge  where  his  bones 
really  lay.  Accordingly,  after  some 
evasions,  he  said  that  Clarke  was 
murdered  by  Eugene  Aram,  and 
that  the  body  was  buried  in  St. 
Robert's  Ca?e,  near  Knaresbo- 
rough. He  added,  further,  that 
Clarke's  head  lay  to  the  right,  in 
the  turn,  at  the  entrance  ol  the 
cave ;  and  a  skeleton  was  accord- 
ingly found  there  exactly  in  the 
posture  he  described.  Jn  conse- 
quence of  this  confession  search 
was  made  for  Aram,  and  at  length 
he  was  discovered  in  the  situation 


*  Murder  inay«  for  a  while,  be  concealed;  but  ihe  foul  deed  rarely  remains  long  in 
darkness.  Abont  the-  time  when  this  guilty  wretch,  taken  by  surprise,  betrayed  that 
which  led  ta  his  accusation  and  punishment,  the  chamber-iuaid  of  a  lady  of  distinction  at 
Valenciennes  murdered  her  mistress.  Her  lady  looking  into  the  cellar,  the  maid  pushed 
lier  down  stairs,  and,  immediately  following  her,  stopped  her  mouth,  and  beat  her  over 
the  head  with  a  brick  till  she  killed  her :  the  murderess  then  went  up  stairs,  drcssvd  her- 
self, attended  vespers,  and  gave  out  that  her  mistress  was  gone  alone  to  Annain,  a  village 
about  a  league  off;  that  she  was  to  go  along  the  river  Scheld,  and  that  the  next  day  iUc 
was  to  carry  her  watch  and  jewels.  In  the  evening  she  returned  home,  cut  the  body  tu 
pieces,  and  next  roomiBg  carried  part  of  it  in  a  bag,  and  threw  it  into  tlie  Scheid  ;  and, 
towards  the  evening,  she  did  the  same  with  the  remainder.  The  same  day  she  carried 
the  watch  and  jewels  to  the  clergyman's  at  Annain,  expressed  much  concern  at  her  mis« 
tress*s  not  t>cing  there,  and,  leaving  the  watch  and  jeweh,  went  to  look  for  her,  as  she 
pretended.  On  the  5th  she  returned,  took  away  the  watch  and  jewels,  and  carried  them 
to  licr  mistress's  sister;  and  that  day  some  pieces  of  the  body  being  found  in  the  Scheld, 
Che  unhappy  wretch,  in  her  guiJty  confusion,  was  the  first  who  said  that  they  must  belong 
to  her  mistress,  who,  without  doubt,  had  been  murdered  in  going  to  Annain.  However, 
she  was  taken  up  and  examined,  and  people  sent  to  the  house,  who  discovered  several 
traces  of  murder:  upon  which  she  was  again  examined,  and,  after  much  prevarication  in 
her  ajiswers,  she  at  last  acknovrledgvd  the  whole  affair,  and  was  executed. 
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of  aiher  to  an  academy  at  Lynn, 
in  Norfolk.  He  waa  taken  from 
thence  to  York  Castle,  and  on  the 
13th  of  August,  1750,  was  brought 
to  trjal  at  the  county  assizes.  He 
was  found  guilty  on  the  testimony 
of  Richard  Houseman,  who,  being 
arraigned,  and  acquitted,  became 
an  efidence  against  Aram ;  and 
whose  testimony  was  corroborated 
by  Mrs.  Aram,  and  strong  circump> 
stantial  evidence.  The  plunder 
which  Aram  was  supposed  to  have 
derired  from  the  murder  was  not 
estimated  at  more  than  one  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds. 

His  defence,  for  ingenuity  and 
ability,  would  have  done  credit  to 
the  best  lawyers  at  the  bar.  He 
thus  addressed  the  Court  and  jury: 

'  My  Lord, — I  know  not  whe- 
ther it  is  of  right,  or  through  some 
indulgence  of  your  lordship,  that  I 
am  allowed  the  liberty  at  this  bar, 
and  at  this  time,  to  attempt  a  de. 
fence,  incapable  and  uninstructcd 
as  I  am  to  speak;  since,  while  I 
see  so  many  eyes  upon  me,  so  nu- 
inerous  and  awful  a  concourse, 
fixed  with  attention,  and  filled  with 
I  know  not  what  expectancy,  I 
labour  not  with  guilt,  my  lord, 
but  with  perplexity ;  for,  having 
ne?er  seen  a  Court  but  this,  being 
wholly  unacquainted  with  law,  the 
customs  of  the  bar,  and  all  judi. 
ciary  proceedings,  1  ftar  I  shall  bo 
so  little  capable  of  i^peaking  with 
propriety  in  this  place,  that  it  ex- 
ceeds my  hope  if  I  shall  bo  able  to 
speak  at  all. 

^  I  have  heard,  my  lord,  the  in. 
dictment  read,  wherein  I  find  my. 
^  self  charged  with  the  highest  crime, 
with  an  enormity  I  am  altogether 
incapable  of;  a  fact,  to  the  com. 
mission  of  which  there  goes  far 
more  insensibility  of  heart,  more 
profligacy  of  morals,  than  ever 
fell  to  my  lot;  and  nothing  pos. 
sibly  could  have  admitted  a  prc- 


snmptioA  of  this  natvre  but  a  de- 
prafity  not  inferior  to  that  inpnted 
to  me.  However,  as  I  stand  in-^ 
dicted^t  yonr  lordship's  bar,  and 
have  heard  what  is  called  eYidence 
adduced  in  support  of  suc)|  a  charge* 
I  very  humbly  solicit  yoar  lord- 
ship's patience,  and  beg  the  hearing 
of  this  respectable  audience,  while 
I,  single  and  unskilful,  destitute  oC 
friends,  and  unassisted  by  counsel) 
say  something,  perhaps,  like  argn« 
ment,  in  my  defence.  I  shall  oon« 
sume  but  little  of  your  lordship's 
time :  what  I  have  to  say  will  he 
short ;  and  this  brevity,  probably, 
will  be  the  best  part  of  it:  how- 
ever, it  is  offered  with  all  possible 
regard  and  the  greatest  submission 
to  your  lordship's  considerationy 
and  that  of  this  honorable  Court. 

^  First,  my  lord>  the  whole  tenonr 
of  my  conduct  in  life  contradicts 
every  particnlar  of  the  indictment  t 
yet  had  Loever  said  this,  did  not 
jny  preseriit  circumstances  extort  it 
from  me,  and  seem  to  make  it  ne- 
cessary. Permit  me  here,  my  lord, 
to  call  upon  malignity  itself,  so  long 
and  cruelly  l>usied  in  this  prosecu- 
tion, to  charge  upon  roe  any  im- 
inorality  of  which  prejudice  was 
not  the  author.  Noj  my  lord,  I 
concerted  no  schemes  of  fraud^ 
projected  no  violence,  injured  no 
man's  person  or  property ;  my  days 
were  honestly  laborious,  my  nights 
intensely  studious;  and  I  humbly 
conceive  my  notice  of  this,  espe- 
cially at  this  time,  will  not  be 
thought  impertinent  or  unseaion- 
'able,  but,  at  least,  deserving  some 
attention ;  because,  my  lord,  that 
any  person,  after  a  temperate  use 
of  life,  a  series  of  thinking  and 
acting  regularly,  and  without  one 
single  deviation  from  sobriety, 
should  plunge  into  the  very  depAh 
of  profligacy  precipitately  and  at 
once,  is  altogether  improbable  and 
unprecedented,  and  absolutely  ia-* 
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consistent  with  the  coarse  of  things. 
Mmnkind  is  never  corrupted  at 
once;  Tillainy  is  always  prpgrcs- 
siTC,  and  declines  from  right,  step 
after  step,  till  e?ery  regard  of  pro- 
bity IS  lost,  and  every  sense  of  all 
moral  obUgation  totally  perishes. 

*  Again,  my  lord,  a  suspif  ion  of 
this  kind,  which  notliing  bat  malc- 
Tolence  could  entertain  and  igiio. 
ranee  propagate,  is  violently  op- 
posed by  my  very  situation  at  that 
time,  with  respect  to  health ;  for,  but 
a  little  space  before,  I  had  been  con. 
fined  to  my  bed,  and  suflfercd  under 
a  very  long  and  severe  disorder, 
and  was  not  able,  for  half  a  year 
together,  so  much  as  to  walk.  The 
diitemper  left  me, indeed — yet  slow- 
ly, and  in  part;  but  so  macerated, 
so  enfeebled,  that  I  was  reduced  to 
crutches ;  and,  so  far  from  bciufc 
well  about  the  time  I  am  charged 
with  this  fact,  that  I  never,  to  this 
day,  perfectly  recovered.  Could, 
then«  a  person  in  this  condition  take 
any  thing  into  his  head  so  unlikely, 
so  extravagant  ?  I,  past  the  vigc^r 
of  my  age,  feeble  and  valetudinary, 
with  no  inducement  to  engage,  no 
ability  to  accomplish,  no  weapon 
wherewith  to  perpetrate  such  a 
fact;  without  interest,  without 
power,  without  motive,  without 
means. 

^  Besides,  it  must  needs  occur  to 
every  one  that  an  action  of  this 
atrocious  nature  is  never  heard  of 
but,  when  its  springs  are  laid  open, 
it  appears  that  it  was  to  support 
some  indolence,  or  supply  some 
luxury  ;  to  satisfy  some  avarice, 
or  oblige  some  malice ;  to  prevent 
some  real  or  some  imaginary  want: 
yet  i  lay  not  under  the  influence  of 
any  one  of  these.  Surely,  my  lord, 
i  may,  consistently  with  both  truth 
and  modesty,  affirm  thus  much ; 
and  none  who  have  any  veracity, 
and  know  mc^  will  ever  question 
this. 


<  In  the  second  place,  the  disap. 
pcarancc  of  Clarke  is  suggested  as 
an  argument  of  his  l)ein^  dead ; 
but  the  uncertainty  of  such  an  in. 
ference  from  that,  and  the  fallibi. 
lity  of  all  conclusions  of  such  a 
»urt  Irom  such  a  circumstance,  are 
too  obvious,  and  too  notorious,  to 
require  in«tances ;  yet,  superseding 
n>any,  permit  me  to  produce  a  very 
recent  one,  and  that  aflbrded  by 
this  rastli-. 

*  In  June,  1757,  William  Thomp. 
son,  for  all  the  vigilance  of  this 
place,  in  open  daylight,  and  double- 
ironed,  made  his  escape  ;  and,  not* 
withstanding  an  immediate  inquiry 
set  on  foot,  the  strictest  search, 
and  all  advertisement,  was  never 
seen  or  heard  of  since.  If  then 
Thompson  got  off  unseen,  through 
all  these  diOiculties,  how  very  ea^y 
was  it  for  Clarke,  when  none  of 
them  opposed  him  ?  But  what  would 
be  thought  of  a  prosecution  com. 
menced  against  any  one  seen  last 
with  Thompson  ? 

'  Permit  mo  next,  my  lord,  to 
observe  a  little  upon  the  bones 
which  have  been  di^^covered.  It  is 
said  (which,  perhaps,  is  saying  very 
far)  that  these  are  the  skeleton  of 
a  man.  It  is  po!»sible,  indeed,  it 
may ;  but  is  there  any  certaiu 
known  criterion  which  incontest- 
ably  distinguishes  the  sex  in  human 
bones  ?  l^*t  it  bo  considered,  my 
lord,  whether  the  ascertaining  of 
this  point  ought  not  to  precede  any 
attempt  to  identify  them. 

*  The  place  of  their  depo>itum, 
too,  claims  much  more  attention 
than  is  commonly  bestowed  upon 
it;  for,  of  all  places  in  the  world, 
none  could  have  mentioned  any  one 
wherein  there  was  greater  certainty 
of  finding  human  bones  than  a  her. 
mitage,  except  he  should  point  out 
a  church-yard ;  hermitagCM,  in  time 
)>ast,  being  not  only  places  of  reli- 
gious retirement,  but  of  burial  too : 
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and  it  has  tcarqe,  or  never,  been 
heard  of,  but  that  every  cell  now 
known  contains,  or  contained,  these 
relics  of  humanity ;  some  mutilati'd, 
and  some  entire.  Idonotinform^but 
give  me  leave  to  remind  your  lord, 
ship,  that  here  sat  solitary  Sanctity, 
and  here  the  hermit  or  the  an- 
choress  hoped  that  repose  for  their 
bones,  when  dead,  they  here  en. 
joyed  when  living. 

^  All  the  while,  my  lord,  I  am 
sensible  this  is  known  to  your  lord- 
ship, and  many  in  this  Court,  bet- 
ter than  to  me ;  but  it  seems  ne- 
cessary to  my  case  that  others, 
who  have  not  at  all,  perhaps,  ad- 
verted  to  things  of  this  nature,  and 
may  have  concern  in  my  trial, 
should  be  made  acquainted  with  it. 
Suffer  me  then,  my  lord,  to  pro. 
ducc  a  few  of  many  evidences  that 
these  cells  were  used  as  repositories 
of  the  dead,  and  to  enumerate  a  few 
in  which  human  bones  have  been 
found,  as  it  happened  in  this  ques. 
tion  ;  lest,  (o  some,  that  accident 
might  seem  extraordinary,  and, 
consequently,  occasion  prejudice. 

^  1.  The  bones,  as  was  supposed, 
of  the  Saxon  Saint,  Dubritius,  were 
discovered  buried  in  his  cell  at  Guy's 
Cliff,  near  Warwick,  as  appears 
from  the  authority  of  Sir  William 
Dugdale. 

^  2.  The  bones,  thought  to  be 
those  of  the  anchoress  Rosia,  were 
but  lately  discovered  in  a  cell  at 
Royston,  entire,  fair,  and  unde. 
caycd,  though  they  must  have  lain 
interred  for  several  centuries,  as  is 
proved  by  Dr.  Stukcly. 

*  3.  Rut  my  own  country,  nay, 
almost  this  Neighborhood,  supplies 
another  instance ;  for  in  January, 
1747,  were  found,  by  Mr.  Stovin, 
accompanied  by  a  reverend  gentle« 
man,  the  bones,  in  part,  of  some 
recluse,  in  the  cell  at  Lindholm, 
near  Hatfield.  They  were  believed 
to  be  those  of  William  of  Lindholm, 


a  hermit,  who  had  long  raade  thb 
cave  hb  habitation. 

*  4.  In  February,  1744,  part  of 
Woburn  Abbey  being  pulled  down, 
a  large  portion  of  a  corpse  ap- 
peared, even  with  the  flesh  on,  and 
which  bore  cutting  with  a  knife; 
though  it  18  certain  this  had  lain 
abore  two  hundred  years,  and  how 
much  loDger  Is  doubtful ;  for  this' 
abbey  was  founded  in  1145,  and 
dissolved  in  1538,  or  1530. 

^  What  would  have  been  said, 
what  believed,  if  this  had  been  an 
accident  to  the  bones  in  question  ? 

^  Farther,  my  lord : — it  is  not 
yet  out  of  living  memory  that  at  a 
little  distance  from  Knaresborough, 
in  a  field,  part  of  the  manor  of  the 
worthy  and  patriot  baronet  who 
does  that  borough  the  honour  to 
represent  it  in  parliament,  were 
found,  in  digging  for  gravel,  not 
one  human  skeleton  only,  but  five 
or  six,  deposited  side  by  side,  with 
each  an  urn  placed  at  its  head,  as 
your  lordship  knows  was  usual  ioi 
ancient  interments. 

^  About  the  same  time,  and  in 
another  field,  almost  close  to  this 
borough,  was  discovered  also,  in 
searching  for  gravel,  another  hu- 
man skeleton ;  but  the  piety  of 
the  same  worthy  gentleman  ordered 
both  pits  to  be  filled  op  again, 
commendubly  unwilling  to  disturb 
the  dead. 

^  Is  the  invention  of  these  bones 
forgotten,  then,  or  industriously 
concealed,  that  the  discovery  of 
those  in  question  may  appear  the 
more  singular  and  extraordinary? 
whereas,  in  fact,  there  js  nothing 
extraordinary  in  it.  My  lord,  al- 
most every  place  conceals  such  re- 
mains. In  fields,  In  hills,  in  high, 
way  sides,  in  commons,  lie  frequent 
and  unsuspected  bones ;  and  our 
present  allotments  for  rest  for  the 
departed  are  but  of  some  centuries. 
Another  particular  seems  not  to 
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claim  a  little  of  your  lordship's  no. 
tico,  aod  that  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  jury;  which  is,  that  perhaps 
no  example  occurs  of  more  than 
one  skeleton  being  found  in  one 
cell :  and  in  the  cell  in  question  was 
found  but  one;  agreeable,  in  thi<i,  to 
the  peculiarity  ofcrery  other  known 
cell  in  Britain.  Not  the  inTcntion 
of  one  skeleton,  but  of  two,  would 
have  appeared  suspicious  and  un. 
common.  But  it  seems  another 
skeleton  has  been  discovered  by 
tome  laborer,  which  was  full  as 
confidently  af erred  to  be  Clarke's 
as  this.  My  lord,  must  some  of 
the  living,  if  it  promotes  some  in. 
terest,  be  made  answerable  for  all 
the  bones  that  earth  has  concealed 
and  chance  exposed  ?  and  might 
not  a  place  where  bones  lay  be 
mentioned  by  a  person  by  chance 
as  well  as  found  by  a  laborer  by 
chance  ?  or  is  it  more  criminal  ac- 
cidentally to  name  where  bones  lie 
than  accidentally  to  find  where  they 
lie? 

^  Here  too  is  a  human  skull  pro- 
duced, which  is  fractured;  but^was 
this  the  cause,  or  was  it  the  conse- 
quence, of  death  ?  was  it  owing  to 
▼iolence,  or  was  it  the  effect  of  na- 
tural decay  ?  If  it  was  violence,  was 
that  Yioleoce  before  or  after  death  ? 
My  lord,  in  May,  1732,  the  re- 
mains of  William,  lord  archbishop 
of  this  province,  were  taken  up,  by 
permission,  iu  this  cathedral,  and 
the  bones  of  the  skull  were  found 
broken  ;  yet  certainly  ho  died  by  no 
Tiolence  offered  to  him  alive  that 
could  occasion  that  fracture  there. 

^  Let  it  be  considered,  my  lord, 
that)  upon  the  dissolution  of  rcli- 
gious  houses, .  and  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Reformation,  the  ra- 
▼ages  of  those  times  affected  both 
the  living  and  the  dead.  In  search 
after  imaginary  treasures,  coffins 
were  broken  up,  graves  and  vaults 
dug  open,  monuments  ransacked, 


and  shrines  demolished;  and  it 
ceased  about  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  I  en- 
treat your  lordship,  suffer  not  the 
violence,  the  depredations,  and  the 
iniquities  of  those  times,  to  be  im- 
puted to  this. 

*'  Moreover,  what  gentleman  hero 
is  ignorant  that  Knaresborough  had 
a  castle,  which,  though  now  a  ruiA, 
was  once  considerable  both  for  its 
strength  and  garrison  ?  All  know 
it  was  vigorously  besieged  by  the 
arms  of  the  parliament ;  at  which 
siege,  in  sallies,  conflicts,  flights, 
pursuits^  many  fell  in  all  the  places 
round  it,  and,  where  they  fell,  were 
buried ;  for  every  place,  my  lord, 
is  burial  earth  in  war ;  and  many, 
que:ittonless,  of  these  rest  yet  un- 
known, whose  bones  futurity  shall 
discover. 

'  i  hope,  with  all  imaginable  sub- 
mission, that  what  has  been  said 
will  not  be  thought  impertinent  to 
this  indictment ;  and  that  it  will  be 
far  from  the  wisdom,  the  learning, 
and  the  integrity  of  this  place,  to 
impute  to  the  living  what  zeal  in 
its  fury  may  have  done-^what  na- 
ture may  have  taken  off,  and  piety 
interred— or  what  war  alone  may 
have  destroyed,  alone  deposited. 

^  As  to  the  circumstances  that 
have  been  raked  together,  I  have 
nothing  to  observe  but  that  all  cir- 
cumstances whatever  are  precarious, 
and  have  been  but  too  frequently 
found  lamentably  fallible ;  eren  the 
strongest  liaTe  failed.  They  may 
rise  to  the  utmost  degree  of  proba- 
bility, yet  they  arc  but  probability 
still.  Why  need  I  name  to  your 
lordship  the  two  Harrisons  record- 
ed by  Dr.  Howel,  who  both  suf- 
fered apon  circumstances  because 
of  the  sudden  disappearance  of  their 
lodger,  who  was  in  credit,  had  con- 
tracted debts,  borrowed  money,  and 
went  off  unseen,  and  returned  a 
great  many  years  after  their  exccu* 
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tioo?  Wbj  n«ine  the  fiiftricate 
afiTmir  of  Jteqoet  de  Moaliit,  under 
King  Charles  IL  related  by  a  gen* 
tlemao  who  was  coansel  for  the 
crown?  and  whj  the  unhappy 
Coleman,  who  suffered  innocently, 
though  convicted  upon  positive  evi* 
deocc  ;  and  whose  children  perished 
for  want,  because  the  world  uncha* 
ritablj  belieTod  the  father  guilty  ? 
Why  mention  tho  perjofy  of  Smith, 
iocautioosly  admitted  king's  evi. 
dence;  who,  to  screen  himself, 
equally  accosed  Fairclothand  Love- 
day  of  the  murder  of  Dun ;  the  first 
of  whom,  in  1749,  was  executed 
at  Winchester ;  and  Loteday  was 
about  to  suffer  at  Reading,  had  not 
Smith  been  proved  perjureid,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Court,  by  the 
surgeon  of  Gosport  hospital  ? 

^  Now,  my  lord,  having  cndea. 
▼oured  to  show  that  the  whole  of 
this  process  is  altogether  repugnant 
to  every  part  of  my  life ;  that  it  is 
inconsistent  with  my  condition  of 
health  about  that  time;  that  no 
rational  inference  can  be  drawn 
that  a  person  is  dead  who  suddenly 
disappears;  that  hermitages  werd 
the  constant  repositories  of  th^ 
bones  of  a  recluse;  that  the  proofs 
of  this  are  well  authenticated ;  that 
the  revolutions  in  religion,  or  the 
fortune  of  war,  have  mangled  or 
buried  the  dead;  the  conclusion 
remains,  perhaps,  no  less  reason* 
ably  than  impatiently  wished  for. 
I,  at  last,  after  a  year's  confine* 
ment,  eqoal  to  either  fortune,  put 
myself  apon  the  candour,  the  jus- 
tice, and  the  humanity  of  your 
lordship ;  and  upon  yours,  my  coun- 
trymen, gentlemen  of  the  jury.' 

Judge  Noel,  before  whom  he  was 
tried,  summed  up  the  eriden^e  with 
great  perspicuity,  and,  in  his  com- 
ments on  the  prisoner's  defence, 
declared  it  to  be  one  of  the  most 
iflgenioas  pieces  of  reasoning  that 
had  efer  fallen  under  Ms  notice. 


The  jury,  with  little  hesitaftOB, 
found  him  guilty,  and  be  receiYed 
sentence  of  death. 

After  his  conviction  he  confess* 
ed  the  justice  of  his  sentence  to  two 
clergymen,  who  were  directed  to 
attend  him  in  York  Castle,  to 
whom  he  acknowledged,  that  he 
murdered  Clarke.  Being  asked  by 
one  of  them  what  was  his  motire 
for  committing  that  action,  be  an- 
swercd  ^  that  he  suspected  Clarke 
of  having  an  unlawful  commerce 
with  his  wife;  that  be  was  per- 
suaded,' at  the  time  when  be  com- 
mitted the  murder,  he  did  right; 
but  that  since  he  thought  it  wrong*' 
In  hopes  of  eluding  the  cootse  of 
justice,  he  made  an  attempt  upon 
his  own  life,  by  cutting  bis  arm  in 
two  places  with  a  razor,  wbldi  be 
had  concealed  for  that  purpose. 
On  a  table,  in  his  cell,  was  found 
the  following  paper,  containing  bis 
reasons  for  the  above  attempt:-— 
*  What  am  I  better  than  my  fathers  ? 
To  die  is  natural  and  necessary. 
Perfectly  sensible  of  this,  I  fear  no 
more  to  die  than  I  did  to  be  bom* 
But  the  nlihner  of  it  is  something 
which  should,  in  my 'opinion,  be 
decent  and  manly.  I  think  I  have 
regarded  both  these  points.  Cer- 
tainly nobody  has  a  better  right  to 
di9|>ose  of  a  man^s  life  than  himself; 
and  he,  not  otiiers,  should  deter- 
mine how.  As  for  any  indignities 
offered  to  my  body,  or  silly  refjc 
tions  on  my  faith  and  morals,  tbey 
are  (as  they  always  were)  thiags 
indifferent  to  me.  I  think,  tbongli 
contrary  to  the  commoa  way  of 
thinking,  I  wrong  no  man  by  thu; 
and  hope  it  is  not  offenslTe  to  that 
eternal  Being  that  formed  me  and 
the  world :  and,  as  by  this  I  Injufo 
no  man,  no  man  can  be  reusoimbiy 
offended.  I  solicitously  reconmend 
myself  to  that  eternal  and  aimigbtj 
Being,  the  God  of  Nature,  if  I  kave 
done  amiss.    Bat  perbapT  I  have 
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not;  mnd  I  hope  this  thing  will 
never  be  imputed  to  mi.  Though 
I  mm  now  stained  by  maleYolencc, 
mnd  soflfer  by  prejudice,  i  hope  to 
rise  fair  mnd  unblemiiihed.  My  life 
wms  not  polluted,  my  morals  irrc. 
proachable,  and  my  opinions  or. 
thodox.  1  slept  sound  till  three 
o'clock,  awaked,  and  then  writ 
these  lines : — 

'  Come,  pleasing  rest !  eternal  alambers^fail ! 
Seal  mine,  that  once  must  seal  the  eves  of 

•11. 
Calm  and  composed  ray  soul  her  juurney 

Ukes; 
No  guilt  that  troubles,  and  no  heart  that 

aches. 
Adieo,  thou  tun  !  all  brif  ht,  like  her,  arise  ! 
Adieo,  fair  friends^    and  all  that's  good 

and  wise!' 

These  lines,  found  with  the  fol. 
lowing  letter,  were  supposed  to 
hare  been  written  by  Aram  just 
before  he  attempted  his  own  life. 

'  My  dear  friend, —  Before  this 
renchei  you  I  shall  be  no  more  a 
lifing  man  in  this  world,  though  at 
present  in  perfect  bodily  health ; 
bnt  who  can  describe  the  horrors  of 
nind  which  I  suffer  at  (his  instant? 
Gnilt-^the  guilt  of  blood  shed 
witkoat  any  provocation,  without 
any  cause  bat  that  of  filthy  lucre— 
pierces  my  conscience  with  wounds 
that  gi?e  the  most  poignant  paina ! 
'Tis  true  the  consciousness  of  my 
korrid  guilt  has  given  me  frequent 
ioterraptions  in  the  midst  of  my 
bnsinesa  or  plea&ures;  but  yet  I 
have  found  means  to  stifle  its  cla. 
moarBf  and  contrived  a  momentary 
leuMdy  for  the  disturbance  It  gave 
me  by  applying  to  the  l>ottle  or 
tlie  bowl,  or  diversions,  or  com- 
pany, or  business  ;  sometimes  one, 
and  tometimet  the  other,  as  oppor. 
tnoity  uflered :  but  now  all  these, 
and  all  otiier  amusements,  are  at 
an  end,  and  I  am  left  forlorn,  help. 
leM,  and  destitute  of  every  com* 
fort;  for  I  have  nothing  now  in 
view  bnt  the  certain  destruction 


both  of  my  soul  and  body.     My 
conscience  will  now  no  longer  suf- 
fer   itself    to    be   hoodwinked    or 
browbeal  :  it  has  now  got  the  mas- 
tery ;  it  is  my  accuser,  judge,  and 
executioner  :    and  the  sentence  it 
pronounceth   against  me   is   more 
dreadful  than  that  I  heard  from  the 
bOuch,  which  only  condemned  my 
body  to  the  pains  of  death,  which 
are  soon  over;  but  Conscience  tells 
me  plainly   that  she   will/  summon 
me  before  another  tribunal,  where 
I   shall   have  neither    power    nor 
means  to  stifle  the  evidence  she  will 
there  bring  against  me;   and  that 
the  sentence   which   will   then   be 
denounced  will  not  only  be  irre- 
versible, but  will  condemn  my  soul 
to  torments  that  will  know  no  end. 
^  Oh  !  had  I  but  hearkened  to  the 
advice  which   dear-bought  experi- 
ence  has   enabled   me  to  give,     i 
should  not  now  have  been  plunged 
into  that  dreadful  gulf  of  despair 
which  I  fifid  it  impossible  to  extri. 
ca(e  myself  from  ;    and  therefore 
my  soul  is  filled  with  horror  incon- 
ceivable.    1  see  both  God  and  man 
my  enemies,  and  in   a  few   hours 
shall  be  exposed  a  public  spectacle 
for  the  world  to  gaze  at.     Can  you 
conceive  any  condition  more  hor. 
rible  than  mine  ?     O,  no  !  it  can- 
not be !   1  am  determined,  there- 
fore, to  put  a  short  end  to  trouble 
I  am  no  longer  able  to  bear,  and 
prevent  the  executioner  by  doing 
his   business   with  my  own  hand, 
and  shall  by  this  means  at  least  pre- 
vent the  shame  and  disgrace  of  a 
public  exposure,  and  leave  the  care 
of  my  soul  in  the  hands  of  eternal 
mercy.     Wishing  you  all  health, 
happiness,  and  prosperity,    I  am, 
to  the  last  moment  of  my  life, 
yours,  with  the  sincerest  regard, 

<  £uUE!fE  AUAM.* 

When  the  morning  appointed  for 
his  execution  arrived  the  keeper 
went  to  take  him  out  of  his  cell) 
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when  he  was  snrpriscd  to  find  him 
almost  eipiring  through  loss  of 
blood,  hating  cut  his  left  arm  above 
the  elbow,  and  near  the  wri»t,  with 
a  razor;  but  he  missed  the  artery. 
A  surgeon,  being  sent  for,  soon 
stopped  the  bleeding ;  and  when  he 
was  taken  to  the  place  of  execution 
he  was  perfectly  sensible,  though 
so  Tcry  weak  as  to  be  unable  to 
join  in  devotion  witli  the  clergyman 
who  attended  him. 

He  was  executed  at  York,  Au. 
gust  the  6th,  1750,  and  his  body 
afterwards  hun^;  in  chains  in 
Knaresborough  Forest. 

More  than  thirty  years  bad  pass, 
ed  since  the  death  of  Eugene  Aram, 
when  his  name  was  inserted,  among 
the  literary  characters  of  our  coun. 
try,  in  the  Biographia  Britannica. 
There  his  high  erudition  is  handed 
down  to  posterity.  This  tribute 
to  departed  genius,  it  however  ap. 
pears,  raised  the  splren  of  a  meaner 
scholar,  who  arraigned  the  conduct 
of  the  editors  in  naming  Aram,  and 
omitting  Bishop  Athcrton,  who  also 
met  ail  ignominious  death.  The 
answer  it  produced,  corroborating 
many  of  our  observations  on  the 
life  of  the  unfortunate  Aram,  and 
which  we  think  will  prove  a  highly 
acceptable  conclusion  to  our  nar- 
rative, wc  shall  beg  permission  to 
quote. 

^  Objections  are  made  to  the  ad. 
mission  of  Eugene  Aram  into  the 
Biographia  Britannica,  and  the  ex. 
elusion  of  Bishop  Atherton ;  but 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  remarks 
on  this  subject  are  far  from  being 
just.  The  insertion  of  Aram  is 
objected  to  because  be  was  a  man  of 
bad  principles,  and  ended  his  life 
at  the  gallows;  but  it  should  be 
remembered  that  it  was  never  under- 
stood thut  in  the  Biographia  Bri- 
tannica the  lives  only  of  virtuous 
men  were  to  be  recorded. 

^  In  the  old  edition  arc  the  lives 


of  leveral  persons  who  ended  their 
days  by  tlie  hands  of  the  execu- 
tioner. Bonner  was  not  a  virtuous 
character,  and  yet  was  very  pro. 
perly  inserted,  as  well  as  Henry 
Cuff,  who  was  executed  at  Tybarn 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

^  As  to  Eugene  Aram,  it  u  truly 
said  of  him  in  the  Biographia,  io 
the  article  objected  to,  that  the  pre. 
gress  he  made  in  literature,  allowmg 
for  the  little  instruction  that  be  had 
received,  may  jnstly  be  considered 
as  astonishing ;  and  that  his  powers 
of  mind  were  nncommonly  great 
caonot  reasonably  be  qnettiooed. 

*  Eugene  Aram  possessed  talents 
and  acquisitions  that  might  Imte 
classed  him  among  the  most  retpeet* 
able  of  human  cbaracten  if  lis 
moral  qualities  had  been  eqaal-ie 
his  intellectual. 

^  it  was  certainly  tbe  emtrsoidl- 
nary  talents  and  acqniiemeiita  of 
Aram  that  occasioned  hit  iatrodoe- 
tfon  Into  the  Biograplna;  and  I 
know  that  by  persons  of  nndonbt- 
ed  taste  and  judgment  the  account 
of  him  in  that  work  has  been  thought 
a  curious  and  interesting  artide. 
His  singular  defence  albne  was 
well  worthy  of  being  preserved  in 
such  a  work. 

^  With  respect  to  Bishop  Ather. 
ton,  he  never  had  the  least  claim  to 
insertion  in  such  a  work  as  the 
Biographia  Britannica,  and  was 
therefore  very  properly  omitted  in 
the  new  edition.  He  was  not  in 
the  least  distinguished  for  genius 
or  learning;  his  merely  being  a 
bishop  could  give  him  no  just  pre- 
tensions, and  still  less  the  unna. 
tural  crime  for  which  he  •nffered. 

^  The  friends  of  Bishop  Atherton 
say  that  his  reputation  Wni  sns. 
pected  to  have  bieen  destroyed,  and 
his  catastrophe  effected,  more  by 
the  contrivance  of  a  party  than  by 
the  aggravated  guilt  with  which  he 
was  charged.  If  this  were  perfectly 
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He  seduced  scTcral  girU,  two  of 
nrhom  were  scrvauU  to  hiri  mutlier, 
and  one  \fas  the  daughter  of  a 
farmer,  which  latter  died  in  conse- 
quence of  her  ^rief.  By  one  wo- 
man he  hnd  two  natural  daughters, 
one  of  whom  lived  to  the  age  of 
fifteen  years ;  and  the  other  was 
living  in  1759,  and  might  hare  been 
reputably  married,  but  that  the 
avaricious  father  refused  to  give 
her  a  shilling  as  a  portion. 

He  had  likewise  criminal  cunncz- 
ions  with  his  own  sister;  uhich 
leads  us  to  speak  of  the  crime  for 
which  he  sufiered.  This  sister  being 
delifered  of  a  boy,  in  Feb.  1794, 
Home  told  his  brother  Charles, 
three  days  afterwards,  and  at  ten 
o'clock  at  Dight,  that  he  must  take 
a  ride  with  him.  He  then  put  the 
new-born  infant  in  a  bag,  and, 
mounting  their  horses,  they  rode  to 
Anneslcy,  in  Nottinghamshire,  at 
the  distance  of  five  computed  miles, 
carrying  the  child  alternately. 

'  One  crime  committed,  what  u  crowd  of  ills 
Join  in  its  hapless  train  !' 

On  their  arrival  near  the  village, 
William  dismounted,  and  inquired 
if  the  child  was  living ;  and,  boin*; 
answered  in  the  alFirmative,  he  took 
it,  and  told  his  brother  to  wait  till 
he  came  back.  On  his  return, 
Charles  demanded  to  know  how  he 
had  disposed  of  the  infant ;  to  which 
he  said  that  he  had  placed  it  be- 
hind  a  hay-stack,  and  covered  it 
with  hay. 

After  William  Ilornc  was  in  cus- 
tody his  account  of  this  transaction 
was  to  the  following  effect : — lie 
said  he  had  no  design  of  destroying 
the  infant,  but  put  it  in  a  hag  lined 
with  wool,  and  made  a  hole  in  the 
bag,  that  it  might  not  be  stilled. 
He  added  that  the  child  was  hand- 
somely dre:)Sed,  and  he  had  intended 

•  This  was  slrun^w  iidvico  U>  be  given  bv 
does  not  Icjseu  iis  cnonii.t  v  ;  ami  it  n  ihcd 
million  thai  uiixy  itml  tullio  adv-ancei:i(nt  ut 


to  hare  left  it  at  the  door  of  Mr. 
Chaworth,  of  Annesley;  but  the 
dogs  barking,  and  there  being  a 
light  in  the  house,  he  desisted  from 
his  first  intention,  in  the  fear  of  a 
discovery,- 

After  some  hesitation,  he  said  he 
resolved  to  place  It  under  a  warm 
hay. stack,  in  the  hope  that,  when 
the  servants  came  to  fodder  the 
cattle  in  the  morning,  it  would  be 
found.  Such  was  his  account  of 
the  matter;  and  on  the  following 
morning  the  child  was  found  dead, 
through  the  severity  of  the  wea- 
ther. How  this  affair  came  to  be 
kept  secret  for  such  a  number  of  ■ 
years  will  hereafter  appear. 

In  a  bhort  titnc  after  the  transac- 
tion a  quarrel  happened  between 
the  brothers,  in  consequence  of' 
which  Charles  comfflunicateJ  the 
affair  to  his  father,  who  enjoined 
him  to  the  strictest  secrfi^ ;  which 
was  observed  till  the  death  of  the 
old  gentleman,  who  departed  this 
life,  aged  one  hundred  and  two 
years,  in  the  year  1747. 

William  having  always  behaved 
wMi  great  severity  to  his  brother 
Charles,  the  latter,  (soon  after 
the  death  of  the  father,)  having 
some  business  to  transact  with  Mr. 
Cooke,  an  attorney  at  Derby,  fold 
him  of  the  long. concealed  all'air, 
and  asked  his  advice.  The  lawyer 
told  him  to  go  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  make  a  full  discovery  of 
the  whole  transaction. 

Hereupon  Charles  went  to  a  ma- 
gistrate, and  acquainted  him  with 
what  had  happened  ;  but  he  hesi. 
tated  to  take  cognizance  of  it,  say- 
ing it  might  hang  half  the  family  ; 
and,  as  it  had  passed  so  many 
years  ago,  advised  that  it  might  re- 
main a  secret.* 

in  ronscqucncc  of  this  advice  no 

ii  juiitice  of  (he  pcuce.     Tlic  date  of  a  ciiiue 
iKv  of  iJiu  nja^ibtiulc  to  receive  every  iulor- 
hisiice  mid  the  puiii:ihmen:  of  vice. 
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ikf  thcr  notice  wfts  takeo  of  It  tilL 
the  year  1754,  when  Charles  Home, 
beiog  seized  with  a  violent  fit  of  ill. 
nets,  called  in  the  assistance  of  one 
Mr.  White,  of  Riploy ;  and,  pre* 
suming  that  ho  should  life  bat  a 
short  time,  said  he  could  not  die  in 
peace  without  disclosing  his  mind. 
When  Mr.  White  had  heard  the 
lale  he  declined  giving  any  advice, 
saying  it  was  not  proper  for  him  to 
iatcrferc. 

Charles  recovered  his  health  in  a 
surprising  manner ;  and  Mr.  White, 
who  saw  him  again  In  a  few  days 
after,  expressing  his  astonishment  at 
so  speedy  a  recovery,  the  other 
said  ^he  had  been  better  erett 
since  ho  had  disclosed  his  mind  to 
kim.' 

.  A  considerable  time  after  this 
William  Home  had  a  quarrel  with 
#  Mr.  Roe,  at  a  public  house,  con. 
eeming  the  right  of  killing  game  ; 
srhea  Roe  called  Home  au  Mnces* 
tuODS  old  dog/  Hereupon  Horne 
prosecnted  him  In  the  ecclesiastical 
court  at  Litchfield,  where  Roe  was 
jCBMtf  and  obliged  to  pay  all  ex. 
penses. 

This  circumstance  inflamod  Roe 
with  revenge,  and,  having  learnt 
that  Chairles  Home  h^d  mentioned 
somethiog  of  his  brother  having 
camed  hisnaturalchikl  to  be  starved 
to  death,  he  made  such  inquiry  of 
Charles  as  determined  him  to  apply 
to  a  magistrate  in  Derbyshire,  from 
ithom  he  obtained  a  warrant,  but 
•took  Charles's  word  for  his  appear 
Aooe  on  the  following  day.  WiU 
Utti  hearing  that  such  warrant  was 
graotrd,  and  beiog  apprehensive 
.that  bis  brother  might  be  admitted 
^Tidence,  he  sent  for  him,  and  told 
liiHi  that  he  would  be  his  friend  if 
he  would  deny  all  that  he  had  said. 
This  the  other  refused ;  but  told 
bin  thiU|  if  he  would  give  htm  five 
paoads^Wwould  go  immediately  to 
LireilMl^uid  quit  the  kingdom : 


but  William's  excessive  avarice  pre* 
vented  his  oomplying  with  this  mo- 
derate  request. 

'  The  lust  or  gold  «occeeds  the  rage  of  con> 

qoe«t— 
The  lust  of  gold,  uufeeling  and  remorselc^fy 
The  last  corruption  of  degtfiicratc  iiuui  !* 

I)b.  Johnson. 

Charles  being  examined  by  some 
ma^trates  in  Derbyshire,  they  dc- 
clined  interfering  in  the  business : 
on  which  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Nottinghamshire  was  applied  io^ 
who  Issued  a  warrant  for  taking 
William  Andrew  Home,  Esq.  into 
custody ;  and  this  warrant  was 
backed  by  Sir  John  Every,  amagis. 
trate  of  Derbyshire. 

A  constable  from  Aonesley  went 
with  Mr.  Roe,  and  some  other  as. 
sbtants,  to  Mr.  Home's  house, 
about  eight  in  the  evening,  but  could 
not  obtain  admittance;  on  which 
the  constable  left  Roe  and  anothci 
to  watch,  that  the  party  should  not 
escape,  and  rotnmod  fai  the  morn- 
ing, when  a  servant  told  them  his 
master  was  gone  out ;  but  Roe  and 
his  companion  insisting  that  he  had 
not  escaped  in  the  night,  they  were 
at  length  admitted,  after  having 
threatened  to  burst  the  door. 

They  now  diligently  searched  the 
house,  but  could  not  find  the  party 
they  wanted,  and  would  probably 
have  desisted  but  that  Roe  insisted 
on  making  another  search,  during 
which  they  observed  a  large  old 
chest;  and  Mrs.  Horne»  being  asked 
what  it  eontained,  said  ^  it  was  full 
of  sheets  and  table  linen.'  Roe  de- 
clared bo  would  look  into  it,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  breaking  it 
open,  when  Mrs«  Horne  unlocked 
it,and  her  husband  suddenly  started 
up,  saying,  Mt  is  a  sad  thing  to 
hang  me ;  for  my  brother  Charles 
is  as  bad  as  myself,  and  he  cannot 
hang  me  without  hanging  himself.' 

Being  taken  into  custody,  and 
carried  before  two  justices  of  thi; 
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peace  in  Notfioghamshirc,  they 
commiMed  him  to  Uke  his  trial  at 
the  following  assizes. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  confine- 
ment when  he  applied  to  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus;  which  being  granted,  he 
was  brought  to  London,  and  his 
counsel  argued  that  he  ought  to  be 
admitted  to  bail;  but  the  judges 
were  of  a  different  opinion,  and  he 
was  remanded  to  the  gaol  of  Not- 
tingham. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1759,  he 
was  brought  to  trial  before  Lord 
Chief  Baron  Parker ;  and,  after  a 
hearing  of  about  nine  hours,  the 
jurj  found  him  guilty,  and  sentence 
of  death  passed  of  course. 

Though  so  many  years  had  passed 
since  the  transaction,  the  persons 
who  found  the  child  were  yet  living ; 
and  their  testimony  corroborating 
that  of  hb  brother  Charles  led  to 
this  conviction. 

Home,  being  eonficted  on  a  Sa- 
turday, was  sentenced  to  die  on  the 
Monday  following ;  but  a  number 
of  gentlemen  waited  on  the  judge, 
intimating  that  Home  had  been  so 
long  hardened  in  iniquity  that  a 
farther  time  would  be  necessary  to 
prepare  him  for  his  awful  change; 
in  consequence  of  which  a  respite 
of  a  month  was  granted. 

When  this  time  was  nearly  ex- 
pired he  receifed  a  reprie? 4  during 
his  majesty's  pleasure ;  so  that  he 
began  to  entertain  hopes  of  obtain, 
ing  a  free  pardon.  He  employed 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  writ- 
ing  to  people  that  he  thought  might 
liafe  interest  to  save  him.  He 
seemed  little  affected  by  the  enor* 
mi ty  of  his  crime,  and  frequently 
said  <  It  was  damned  hard  to  suf. 
fer  on  the  e? idenoe  of  a  brother  for 
a  crime  committed  so  many  years 
before.' 

I  was  generally  reported  that  he 
iMid  committed  a  number  of  other 


atrocious  crimes,  moat  of  whidi  Jm 
denied  ;  and  said  to  an  acquaint- 
ance, ^  My  brother  Charies  was 
tried  at  Derby  about  twenty  yean 
ago,  and  acquitted  ;  my  dear  aister 
Nancy  perjuring  herself  at  the  same 
time  to  save  his  life,  which  yon  tee 
was  preserved  to  hang  me.' 

He  aclLnowledged  to  a  clergyman 
who  assuted  him  in  hb  devotions 
that  he  forgave  all  hb  enemies,  even 
his  brother  Charles ;  but  made  the 
following  strange  addition  to  hb 
speech,  that  if,  at -the  day  of  judg- 
ment, <  God  Almighty  should  wriL 
him  how  his  brother  behaved,  he 
would  not  give  him  a  good  charac 
tcr.' 

It  happened  that  on  the  day  ap* 
pointed  for  his  execution,  which 
took  place  at  Nottingham,  Decern* 
ber  the  llth,  17d0,  he  had  jost 
completed  hb  seventy-fourth  year  ( 
and,  having  always  been  aocostomed 
to  hare  a  plum.pudding  on  hn 
birth-day,  he  would  have  contiaoed 
that  custom  if  he  had  received  an- 
other reprieve. 

He  was  of  so  penurious  a  dbpo« 
sition,  that  it  was  said  he  never  did 
one  charitable  or  generous  action  in 
the  course  of  his  life. 

NotwithstJ^nding  hb  lioentioiis 
conduct,  his  father  left  him  all  hb 
real  estate,  having  some  time  before 
hb  death  given  all  hb  personal  es- 
tate, by  a  deed  of  gift,  to  hb  son 
Charles. 

The  father  died  on  a  couch  in 
the  kitchen,  and  happened  to  have 
about  twelve  guineas  in  hb  pocket, 
wliich  certainly  lielonged  to  Charies; 
but  William  rifled  hb  father's 
pockets  of  their  contents,  and 
would  not  part  with  it  until  Charies 
promised  to  pay  the  whole  expenses 
of  the  funeral,  and  which  lie  was 
.actually  obliged  to  perform. 

Still  the  elder  brother  would  not 
deliver  to  him  the  rematfSniof  the 
father's  personal  esta&HAt,  on 
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hfo  daiiUndIng  it,  turn4*d  him  out  of 
doom.  Though  this  monster  knew 
that  ho  had  conBded  an  important 
secret  to  his  brother,  yet,  when  in 
poverty,  he  would  not  render  him 
the  least  assistance ;  na j,  he  refused 
a  morsel  of  bread  to  his  hungry 
children,  begg\pg  at  his  gates  for 
food. 

Charles  kept^a  little  alehouse  for 
his  immediate  support  at  one  of  the 
gates  leading  to  his  brother's  man. 
sioD)  which  he  frequently  opened, 
with  hat  in  hand,  to  his  tyrant  bro- 
tlier,  who  deigned  not  to  notice  him. 
He  would  not  suffer  a  man  unquali. 
ficd  to  set  foot  upon  his  lands,  and 


he  was  a  terror  to  the  neighbor, 
hood. 

|n  addition  to  the  black  catalogue 
of  crimes   which  we  have  gifen, 
Home  confessed,  a  short  time  pre- 
vious to  his  eiecution,  that  he  had 
beat  one  Amos  Killer  so  as  to  break 
his  arm,  which  occasioned  the  poor 
fellow's  death.     We  could  adduce 
other  crimes  committed  by  this  bar. 
barous  man,  but  nature  is  sickened 
by  those  already  described  to  have 
been  the  diabolical  deeds  of  a  sin. 
gle  indifidual ;  yet  they  form  an 
admirable  lesion  to   guard   man. 
kind    against  tyranny,   lust,  and 
afarice. 


JOHN  STEVENSON, 

CONVICTED  or  MANSI.AUGUTEB. 


John  Stevenson  was  a  cheese, 
factor  at  Bickerton,  and,  becoming 
insolvent,  fortified  himself  in  Ms 
house,  and  admitted  nobody  within 
the  doors  for  fear  of  an  arrest. 

A  writ  was  issued  out  against  him 
by  Elcock,  at  the  suit  of  one  At- 
kins, for  eighteen  pounds,  eight  shil. 
lings,  and  ten  pence ;  and  a  warrant 
was  made  out  upon  the  writ  by  one 
Baxter,  who,  by  verbal  appoint, 
nent,  acted  for  the  under  sheriff. 
This  warrant  was  delivered  sealed 
to  Elcock,  or  his  agent,  directed  to 
one  John  E?ans,  a  bailiff,  and  a 
blank  left  in  it  for  the  names  of 
any  other  persons  by  whom   the 
attorney  should  think  fit  to  ha?e  it 
executed,  such  being  the  custom  of 
the  plaoe.     After  the  warrant  had 
been  thus  sealed  and  delivered,  El. 
cock  Inserted  the  names  of  John 
James  and  John  Jones,  who  were 
deemed  t>ailiffs  extraordinary  for 
this  particular  arrest ;  and,  as  they 
had  not  gifen  bond  to  the  sheriff, 
Elcock  undertook,  by  an  indorse, 
ment  on  the  warrant,  to  indcnnify 
the  sheriff  from  any  injury  he  flight 
snffcr  by  the  act  of  John  JXaiei 


and  John  Jones,  whose  names  ho 
had  inserted  in  the  warrant,  and  to 
whom  he  had  committed  the  execu- 
tion of  it. 

John  James  found  means  to  get 
into  Stevenson^s  house  by  strata- 
gem, and  arrested  him  upon  this 
warrant;  but  Stevenson  rescued 
himself  by  snapping  a  pistol  three 
times  at  James,  which  happily  miss, 
ing  fire,  James  escaped  from  the 
house,  and  left  his  prisoner  behind 
him. 

When  Elcock  learnt  that  Ste. 
vcnson  had  been  arrested  and  res. 
cued  himself,  he  immediately  sent 
for  arms,  and  a  crow  to  break  open 
the  door,  and  retake  Stevenson  by 
force. 

Several  persons  soon  after  as. 
sembled  armed,  and,  with  James 
and  Jones,  the  bailiffs,  beset  the 
house.  James  had  pot  an  iron 
crow  under  one  door  of  the  houses* 
and  made  an  attempt  to  force  it  off 
the  hinges  ;  but,  failing,  he  left  EL 
cock  at  that  door,  with  the  crow 
lying  under  it,  directing  him  to 
watch  that  Stefeoson  did  ndl  es- 
cape, an4j,wcnt  himself  fb  another 
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door.  When  James  was  gone  £!• 
cock  took  up  the  crow,  and,  while 
be  was  making  another  effort  with 
it  to  foroe  the  door,  Storonson  dis- 
chargod  a  gun  through  the  door  at 
him,  which  gave  him  a  mortal 
wound,  of  which  ho  diod  In  about 
ten  hours. 

The  facts  were  all  Incontcstablj 
proTcd,  and  that  Stercnson  knew 
the  persons  who  were  about  to 
force  hii  door  were  assistants  to  the 
bailiffs  from  whom  he  had  rescued 
himself;  but  it  was  Insisted,  by  the 
counsel  for  the  prisoner,  first,  that 
the  warrant  was  not  good>  because 
it  was  issued  bj  a  person  who  had 
no  legal  delegation  of  authority 
from  the  sheriff  to  grant  it,  Tcrbal 
appointment  being  insuihcicnt.  To 
this  it  was  replied,  on  behalf  of  the 
erown,  that  it  has  boon  the  custom 
immemorial  for  clerks  to  attend  at 
the  office  of  sheriffs,  and  make  out 
warrants  upon  writs  directed  to 
them,  particularly  at  the  two  Conn, 
tcrs  in  London,  and  at  the  Middle- 
sex office  in  FurniTars  Inn.  Se- 
condly, it  was  insisted  for  the  pri- 
soner, that  the  insertion  of  the 
names  of  the  bailiffs  by  whom  the 
warrant  was  to  be  executed,  after 
the  warrant  was  sealed,  made  it  an 
illegal  warrant;  and  Lord  Hale 
was  qiioted,  who  says,  *  If  a  she- 
riff's bailiff  como  to  execute  a  pro- 
cess, but  has  not  a  legal  authority, 
as  if  the  name  of  the  bailiff,  &c.  be 
interlined,  or  inserted  after  the  seal- 
ing thereof,  if  such  bailiff  be  killed 
it  is  but  manslaughter.'  To  this  It 
was  replied,  that  this  opinion  of 
Lord  Hale  being  omitted  by  Ser- 
geant Hawkins,  it  may  be  presumed 
tiiat  he  doubted  It ;  that,  if  a  (W;rson 
gave  a  bond  sealed  and  executed  to 
another,  with  a  blank  for  the  sum, 
and  direct  him  to  insert  two  hun- 
dred pounds  in  it,  and  he  to  whom 
the  bond  is  given  does  fdl  it  up,  the 
bond  is  good^  which  is  supposed  to 


contradict  Lord  Halo's  opinion  con. 
ccming  a  warrant.  Thirtlly,  it  was 
insisted  for  the  prisoner,  that,  tup. 
posing  the  warrant  to  have  lieen 
good,  yet  it  being  only  mesne  pro^ 
ceis,  and  not  execution,  the  bailiffs 
had  no  right  to  break  open  doors  to 
retake  the  prisoner,  as  they  would 
have  had  If  it  had  been  upon  an  ex- 
ecution ;  but  might  have  returned  a 
rescue  to  the  sheriff,  which  they 
could  not  do  on  an  execution.  To 
this  it  was  replied,  that,  though  they 
were  at  liberty  to  return  a  rescue^ 
they  were  not  obliged  to  do  it,  and 
that  the  moment  the  defendant  had 
rescued  himself  the  nature  of  the 
case  was  changed  from  civil  to  cri- 
minal ;  ho  was  become  a  violator  of 
the  peace,  and  the  bailiff  had  a  right 
to  call  to  his  assistance  whom  he 
would,  and  ettxy  person  whom  he 
called  was  obliged  to  afford  it. 
Ziastly,  It  was  argued  for  the  pri- 
toner,  that  supposing  the  warmnt 
to  be  good,  and  the  bailiff  to  havo  a 
right  to  force  the  doors  of  the  de- 
fendant, yet  Klcock  was  not  justi- 
fied in  the  act  he  was  doing  when  he 
was  shot,  for  the  bailiff,  from  whom 
alone  he  conkl  reeeive  autliority  in 
this  case*  ordered  him  only  to  stand 
at  the  door  and  watch  ;  but  he  at- 
tempted Immediately  to  force  it  with 
a  crow,  so  that  he  exceeded  his  com* 
mission  and  authority,  and  thas,  not 
being  legally  justi^  In  what  he 
was  doing  when  he  was  killed,  the 
killing  him  was  not  murder.  To  this 
it  was  replied  that  Bloock  was 
with  the  Imfliff  to  give  him  general 
assistance,"  and  was  justified  in  per- 
forming any  act  which  tended  to 
the  recaption  of  the  defendant. 

After  these  questions  bad  been 
argued,  it  was  resolved  by  the 
Court  to  direct  the  jury  to  bring  in 
a  special  verdict,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done. 

On  the  ($th  of  May,  1759,  the 
case  of  Stereason  was  argned  be« 
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fore  the  Honorable  Mr.  Juittlce 
Novl',  Chief  Jiistiro  of  Chester,  and 
Thomas  VV'hito,  K^tc].  thu  other  jus- 
tice, who  gare  Iheir  opinion  that 
the  prisoner's  crime,  found  by  the 


special  f crdict,  couJd  amount  at 
mo}«t  to  inan.slau«;h(er  only.  Upon 
which  he  was  burnt  in  the  hand, 
and  discharged  from  the  capital  part 
of  the  indictment* 


JOHN  AYLIFFE,  ESQ. 

KXECDTED  FOR  FOROERT. 


A  COURSE  of  dissipation  and  ex* 
trafagance  beyond  our  income  must 
ond  in  misery ;  with  this  man  it 
terminated  in  au  ignominious  death 
on  the  gallows. 

I J  is  father  lived  several  years  as 
upper  servant  with  Gerrard  Smith, 
Eiq.  a  gentleman  of  large  fortune, 
near  Tockcnham,  in  W^iltshire.— 
After  young  AylifTe  had  been  in- 
structcd  in  the  first  rudiments  of 
learning  he  was  sent  to  the  cele- 
brated academy  at  Harrow  on  the 
Hill,  where  he  became  a  good  pro. 
ficicntin  Latin  and  Greek.  , 

On  his  quitting  the  academy  ho 
acted  ill  the  capacity  of  usher  to  a 
boarding-school  at  Lineham,  in 
Wiltshire,  where,  unknown  to  her 
parents,  he  married  the  daughter  of 
a  clergyman,  who  had  a  fortune  of 
five  hundred  pounds.  On  receipt 
of  this  money  he  became  so  extra, 
vagant  that  he  spent  the  whole  in 
the  course  of  tt%  o  years ;  when, 
iHsing  in  circumstances  of  distress, 
a  widow.lady,  named  Horner,  took 
hiiD  ioto  her  service  as  house. 
steward. 

In  a  short  time  he  was  appointed 
land-stcward  to  another  lady,  who 
recommended  him  as  a  man  of  abi« 
litiei  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  Fox 
(afterwards  Lord  Holland),  who 
gave  him  the  place  of  one  of  the 
eemmissarics  of  musters  in  the  War. 
office,  by  which  he  acquired  the 
rigbt  of  adding  the  title  of  Esquire 
to  his  name. 

The  profits  of  AyliiTe's  new  office 
were  so  considerable,  that  ho  wait 
iuduccd    to    purchuso    an   elegant 


house  in  Dorsetshire,  which  ho  fur. 
nished  in  a  stylo  far  too  expensife 
for  his  rank  of  life.  In  other  in. 
stances  he  gave  proofs  of  a  strange 
exiravaganco  of  disposition ;  for  ho 
ran  in  debt  to  a  number  of  people^ 
though  his  income  was  sufficient  to 
have  satisfied  the  wishes  of  any  rea- 
sonable man. 

At  length,  when  his  creditors  be. 
came  urgent,  ho  had  recourse  for 
a  present  supply  to  some  irregular 
and  Tcry  dangerous  practices ; 
amongst  others,  he  forged  a  pre» 
sentation  to  the  Taluable  rectory  of 
Brink  worth,  in  Wiltshire,  which  he 
sold  to  a  young  clergyman  for  a 
considerable  sum.  This  living 
being  in  Mr.  Fox**  gift,  ho  forged 
his  handwriting,  and  that  of  two 
subiicrihing  witnesses,  with  admi- 
rable dexterity  ;  but,  soon  after 
Ay li tie's  affairs  became  desperate, 
a  discovery  was  made  of  this  infa« 
mous  fraud. 

The  effect  was  that  the  clergy, 
man  took  to  his  bed,  and  literally 
died  in  consequence  of  that  depres- 
sion of  spirits  which  is  commonly 
called  a  broken  heart,  for  the  pur. 
chase  of  the  presentation  had  ruined 
his  circumstances.  After  his  death 
the  following  short  note  was  found 
in  his  drawer,  directed  to  John 
Ayiiffe  Satan^  Esq.— - 
'Sir, 

'  I  am  surprised  you  can  write  tq 
me,  after  you  Jiave  robbed  and  most 
barbarously  murdered  me.  Oh, 
Brink  worth  !* 

Ayiiffe,  being  arrested  for  debts 
to  the  auiount  of  eleven  hundred 
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^oDiidfi  took  rofage  in  tli«  Fleet 
Prison. 

Mr.  Foi  being  upon  a  ? isit  to  liis 
brother,  Lord  Ilcliester,  Mr.  Cal. 
craft  called  at  Holland  House,  ac- 
cording to  his  usual  custom,  to  in- 
qoire,  liefore  lie  wrote  to  hit  patroni 
wliatbectliere  were  an/  letters  for 
him,  or  an/  other  basiness  to  In. 
form  him  of.  One  day,  as  he  called, 
he  foand  Fanning,  Mr.  Fox's 
steward,  in  cooTersation  with  a  man 
who  had  the  appearance  of  a  farm- 
er. Jast  at  Mr.  Calcraft  entered 
he  heard  Fanning  say  ^  I*m  sure 
'tis  not  my  master's  hand ;  but  here 
comes  a  gentleman  who  can  inform 
you  better  than  I  can.*  Saying 
this,  he  deliTered  into  Mr.  Cal. 
craft's  hand  a  lease.  When  Mr. 
Calcraft  had  looked  over  it  he  de- 
clared that  the  signature  was  not 
Mr.  Foi's ;  *  nor,'  continued  he, 

*  can  there  be  such  a  lease  really 
existing ;  for  the  late  Mrs.  Homer 
discha^ed  Aylifle  from  her  ser. 
Tice  opon  account  of  his  having 
married  a  person  whom  she  did  not 
approTe  of ;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  she  would  grant  him  a 
lease  for  the  life  of  himself,  his  son, 
and  that  very  wife  for  the  irapru. 
dent  choice  of  whom  she  had  dis- 
missed  him.*  The  farmer  no  sooner 
heard    this    than    he  ezclaimed«— 

*  Then  I  am  undone !  the  rillain 
has  robbed  me  of  what  I  had  saved 
for  mydaughter'sportion.'  Upon 
a  further  investigation  of  the  aliair 
Mr.  Calcraft  found  that  the  lease 
given  to  the  farmer  had  been  forged, ' 
purposely  to  raise  money  upon. 
Mr.  Fox  had  made  this  Ayliffe  a 
riding  commissary.  The  income 
arising  from  this  employment  was 
alone  more  than  sufficient  to  sup« 
port  such  a  family  as  his  ;  but  he 
had,  in  addition  to  it,  adopted  the 
profession  of  buying  estates.  As 
he  was  supposed  to  be  a  good  judge 
of  the  value  of  land,  Mr.  Calcraft 


had  empowered  Mm  to  pTchaie 
estates  for  him  in  DorsetsUro ;  aod 
Aylifle  had  already  received  the 
sum  of  eleven  thoosand  pounds  from 
him  for  that  purpose,  else,  In  all 
probability,  he  would  liave  conti* 
nned  his  depredations  for  some  iioM 
longer. 

Mr.  Calcraft  no  sooner  disco- 
vered, by  this  acddent,  what  Ay- 
lifle had  be^n  doing,  than  he  set  out 
in  pursuit  of  him.  He  fonnd  him 
at  Salisbury,  where,  under  pretext 
of  the  forgery,  he  had  him  tskea 
by  proper  persons  into  cosUkIt. 
This  had  the  desired  effect.  In  ue 
first  emotions  of  his  terror  be  re- 
funded the  whole  of  the  eleven 
thousand  pounds.  Mr.  Calcraft 
had  him  then  immediately  secured 
by  Justice  Field]ng*s  men,  who  had 
come  in  pursuit  of  him,  in  oooae. 
qnence  of  an  application  from  tte 
farmer:  they  dapped  a  pair  of 
handcuffs  on  him,  and  brought  him 
to  (own,  when  he  was  committed. 
An  express  was  sent  to  Mr.  Fox, 
who  still  continued  at  Lord  Ilches- 
ter*8,  to  inform  him  >of  the  trans- 
action ;  and  the  first  knowledge 
that  that  gentleman  had  of  it  was 
after  Ayliffe  stood  committed  for 
trial. 

Mr.  Fox  was  unjustly  censured 
upon  this  occasion,  as,  indeed,  he 
was  upon  many  others,  where  his 
commissaries  had  all  the  emolnmenta 
and  he  all  the  odium.  Thennliappy 
man,  solicitous  for  his  life,  wrote  to 
Mr.  Fox,  who  was  then  In  town, 
and  greatly  shocked  at  the  aflair. 
In  his  letter  he  requested  that  gen- 
tleman*s  forgiveness,  and,  acknow- 
ledging himself  the  most  ungrateful 
of  men,  promised,  if  he  would  but 
save  him  from  his  merited  sentence, 
his  whole  life  should  be  employed  in 
endeavoring  to  deserve  the  mercy, 
and  toatoncforthcenormiCieshehad 
been  guilty  of.  iiut  the  rery  same 
hour  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Pitt,  who 
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WM  iheo  mlobter,  to  inform  him 
that,  if  lie  would  rescue  him  from 
hu  approtching  fate,  he  would  dis* 
cover  such  iniquitous  pracdces  of 
his  late  emplo/er  as  should  fullj 
repaj  the  saving  him.  Mr.  Pitt, 
with  a  liberality  of  sentiment  which 
does  honour  to  his  memory,  sent  the 
wretch's  letter  immedUtely  to  Mr. 
Fox.  That  gentleman  reodfed  it 
aa  lie  was  preparing  to  go  to  court 
on  purpose  to  solicit  the  prisoner's 
pardon ;  but  this  discovery  of  his 
baseness  now  rendered  itimpossi- 
UOi  as  such  an  application  would 
baTe  carried  with  it  a  declaration  of 
bis  being  in  the  Tillain's  power,  and 
that  be  was  apprehensive  of  his  put. 
ting  bis  threats  into  execution.  No 
ioteroetsion  was  of  course  made  for 
bim,aad  he  suffered  the  due  reward 
of  bis  crime. 

Thus  did  this  wretched  bdng  fall 
a  victim  to  hb  unparalleled  ingratl. 
fade  and  duplicity,  and  by  him  was 
tbb  best  of  masters  repaid  for  all 
bif  kindness  in  the  same  manner  as 
be  was  by  the  generality  of  hii  de- 
pendents.  To  wind  up  the  tragical 
story,  Fanning,  who  was  the  inno* 
cent  cause  of  bringing  the  affair  to 
light,  was  deprived  of  sense  and  life 
in  consequence  of  it.  A  very  dif. 
ferent  turn  has  been  given  to  the 
forgoing  incident  by  Mr.  Fox's 
enemies.  Prejudice  and  enmity 
have  painted  his  conduct  upon  thb 
occasion  in  the  blackest  light ;  but 
the  good  man,  armed  with  that 
strongest  of  breast.plates,  a  heart 
ontalnted,  set  the  shafts  of  calumny 
at  defiance. 

▲yliffe  still  continued  to  charge 
hb  benefactor  with  unjustifiable 
proceedings  $  but,  after  conviction 
of  the  forgery  in  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Homer,  he  wrote  him  the  follow- 
ing letter  :— 

^  Honored  Sir, 

^  The  faults  1  have  been  guilty  of 


shock  my  very  soul,  and  particu- 
larly those  towards  you  ;  for  which 
I  heartily  ask  pardon  both  of  God 
and  you.  The  sentence  pro« 
nounc^Bd  upon  me  fills  me  with  hor- 
ror, such  as  never  was  felt  by  mor* 
tal.  What  can  I  say  ?  O  my  good 
God  I  that  I  could  think  .of  any 
thing  to  induce  you  to  have  mercy 
upon  me;  or  to  prevail  upon 
you,  good  sir,  to  intercede  for 
my  life.  I  would  do  any  thing, 
either  at  home  or  abroad.  For 
God's  sake,  good  sir,  have  compas- 
sion on  your  unhappy  and  unfor- 
tunate servant, 

'  JODK  A  YLIFFE.' 

Mr.  Fox  supported  this  man  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  of  hb  confine- 
ment in  Newgate,  allowing  eierj 
thing  that  hb  unhappy  situation 
could  require. 

Ayliffe  seems  to  have  been  much 
unprepared  for  death,  possibly  flat- 
tering himself  with  the  hopes  of  a 
pardon.  He  was  in  the  utmost 
agonies  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  night  previous  to  hb  execution, 
but  slept  about  two  hours  towards 
the  approach  of  morning.  Hib 
agitation  of  mind  brought  on  a 
fever,  which  producing  an  intolera- 
ble thint,  he  endeavored  to  allay 
it  by  drinking  large  and  repeated 
draughts  of  water. 

On  his  way  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion his  violent  agitation  seemed  to 
have  subsided ;  and  at  the  fatal  tree 
he  behaved  with  decency  and  com- 
posure Some  persons  present 
called  out  *  A  reprieve  I'  but  be 
paid  no  regard  to  what  was  said ; 
and  his  hopes  respecting  this  life 
appeared  now  to  be  vanished. 

After  execution,  which  took 
place  at  Tybum,Noveml>er  the  7th, 
1759,  hb  body  was  put  into  a 
hearse,  and  conveyed  into  Hertford- 
shire for  interment,  agreeably  to 
his  own  request. 
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IIOBEIIT  TiLLINO, 

BZECUTED  Foil  EOBBlNtt  UI8MA8TEII. 

Mr.  LcorB,   an  ennncnt  mer*>    may^r,   who  committed  him  for  a 


chaot^  lived  in  Dcroiisliire  S(|uare^ 
i3i8hopsf![ato  Street,  Ijondon.  He 
kept  HJ9  carriage,  and  hired  Tilling 
as  his  coachman. 

On  tho  1 9th  of  Febrnary,  1760, 
at  four  o*clock  in  (he  morning,  Mr. 
Lloyd  was  disturbed  frp'm  sleep  by 
anoite  in  Ms  house;  and  he  pre. 
aently  saw  a  man  at  his  bedside, 
with  a  lantern  and  pistol  in  his 
hands.  He  presented  the  latter  to 
Mr.  Lloyd'8  bead,  and  demanded 
the  keys  of  his  e^ritoir,  threaten, 
ing  him  with  instant  death  if  he  re- 
fused.  Having  received  them,  he 
told  the  owner  that  in  case  of  his 
calling  out,'  or  even  moving,  he 
had  left  a  guard  who  would  dis* 
patch  him.  This  was  the  confc. 
derate  villain,  the  coachnian,  who 
kept  himself  in  the  back  ground, 
that  his  master  should  not  know 
him. 

This  singular  robber,  whom  we 
are  sorry  not  to  find  brought  to 
condign  punishment,  then  went 
down  stairs,  and  opened  the  mo- 
ney*drawcr,  which  contained  a 
considerable  sum.  With  this  he 
returned  to  Mr.  Lloyd,  and  said, 
^  You  see,  Sir,  1  have  only  taken 
the  monry  out  of  your  escritoir ; 
your  plate,  watch,  or  any  thing 
else,  1  hare  not  meddled  with ; 
and,  M  to  the  little  cash  in  your 
pocket,  I  scorn  to  meddle  with  it;' 
and  the  thieves  then  made  their 
escape. 


second  eiamination. 

Upon  being  again  brought  ap, 
he  confessed  to  his  lordship  the 
robbery  above  described ;  and,  fur- 
ther,  that  he  had  robbod  Mr.  Hay* 
ward,  and  two  other  gentlemen; 
but  denied  a  mail  robbery,  of  whkh 
he  was  also  suspected. 

He  was  brought  to  trial  at  tlie 
next  se^ions  at  the  Old  Hailey^ 
convicted,  and  received  sentence  of 
death. 

Ho  sufTcred  at  Tybnrn,  April 
tho  98th,  1700,  along  with  John 
Guest  and  Thomas  Smith,  for  a 
burglary  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Howe, 
a  silversmith,  in  Fleet  Street,  and 
William  Ikckwith,  for  stealing  di- 
vers goods  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
John  Moore. 

-  Two  days  after  tho  cxecutioB 
of  Tilling  his  body  was  intcrrisd 
In  the  burying.ground  of  Bunhill 
Fields.  He  had  been  a  staneh  Mo* 
thodist.  The  leader  of  that  teat, 
Mr.  VVhitfield,  accompaniod  by  a 
prodigious  number  of  his  followers, 
attended  on  that  occasion.  There 
was  no  burial-service  read ;  bat, 
after  the  corpse  h^d  been  some  time 
laid  in  tho  ground,  Whitfield  went 
up  to  the  spot,  and,  in  a  declama* 
tory  way,  showed  that  the  wages 
of  sin  were  death.  He  proclaimed 
the  penitence  of  tho  malofaetor, 
and  exhorted  all  to  turn  from  their 
vices,  and  cotne  to  Christ ;  and  then 
besought  servants  to  tako  warning 


Suspicious  circumstances  arising  ^by  their  departed  brother's  untimely 
against  Tilling,  he  was  apprehend-  death,  and  to  shuw  all  fidelity  to 
cd,   and  brought  before   the  lord     their  masters. 


FRAiNCIS  DAVID  STIRN, 

CONVICTED  OF  MUULER. 

Francis  David  SrinN  was  born  was  a  minister,  and  his  brother  a 
in  the  principality  of  Uej>se  CasscI,  metropolitan  oiiiiister  at  Hersfcldt, 
about  the  year  1735.     ilib  father    having  the  superiiitcndcnceoTcr  the 
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Calfinisi  dcrgj  of  a  ccrUio  dis- 
trict. 

At  a  proper  age  iic  wai  tent  to 
a  public  grammar-school  In  Hesse 
CasscI,  where  he  made  a  consider- 
able progress,  and  was  then  re- 
moved to  a  college  at  Broreeii, 
which  is  endowed  with  professor- 
ships, as  an  nnirersitj.  Whll«  he 
wan  here  he  preached  iiomd  pro- 
bationary discourses)  according  to 
the  cQstoni  of  the  place ;  and,  though 
he  was  scarcely  twenty  years  of  ago, 
became  tutor  to  the  son  of  one 
llaller,  a  doctor  of  laws,  and  bur- 
gomaster of  the  city*  But  he  soon 
forfeited  the  fafonr  both  of  Mr. 
I  la  tier  and  his  wife  by  a  suspicious 
ojiil  flU|HTcilii)us  disposition,  which 
broke  out  into  io  many  acts  of  in- 
dcrorum,  (hat  ho  was  dismissed 
from  hb  employ  meat* 

He  was  then  taken  homo  by  his 
brother,  who  soon  after  placed  him 
at  the  UniTersity  of  Ilintolin,  be- 
longing to  Hesse,  whore  he  pursued 
hisstudies  from  the  year  1756  UU  the 
middle  of  the  year  1768«  During 
this  time  ho  improved  his  know- 
li-dgo  in  the  l^atin  and  Greek 
classics  to  an  uncommon  degree ; 
he  also  acquired  a  Tcry  consider- 
able skill  in  the  Hebrew,  and  be- 
came a  groat  proficient  both  in  Tocal 
and  iostrnmuntal  music,  dancing^ 
fencing,  and  other  polite  accom- 
plishments* 

About  thb  time,  the  French  hav- 
ing made  an  irruption  into  Hesse, 
and  impoTeruhed  the  inhabitants 
by  rabing  exorbitant  contributions, 
hiK  brother  was  no  longer  able  to 
support  him,  and  therefore  sent 
him  to  England  with  very  strong 
recommendations  to  a  friend,  who 
was  io  a  station  of  great  honour 
aud  Interest. 

Thb  person  rcccirod  him  kindly, 
and  promised  to  procure  him  an 
appviataient  tliat  should  be  agree. 

c  t#  kb  friends ;  bat,  as  no  op- 


portunity imrtied  lately  pr  even  ted*, 
he  oflbrc'd  himself  as  an  avsistant  to 
Mr.  Crawford,  who  ke^it  a  school 
in  Cross  Street,  Uattoa  Garfloii, 
and  was  roceifcd  upon  tho  recom- 
mendation of  the  Rcfcrend  Mr. 
Planta,  who  had  himself  lival  with 
Mr.  Crawford  in  that  statioo,  .and 
left  him  upon  hb  having  obtained  a 
place  in  the  Museum.  It  was  also 
pro|K>scd  that  he  should  assbt  the 
German  minister  at  tho  chapel  In 
the  Savoy,  where  he  preached  seve- 
ral probationary  discounes ;  bot,  as 
ho  made  use  of  notes,  he  was  not 
approved  of  by  his  auditory.  Stirn, 
howcrer,  with  the  suspicion  natural 
to  hb  temper,  imputed  hb  disap- 
pointmcnt  to  some  unfricodly  oflkies 
of  Mr.  Planta,  and  some  unac- 
countable combination  betwt*cn  him 
and  the  people. 

He  then  turned  hb  thoughts  t#^ 
wards  a  military  life,  in  which  some 
oflbr  of  advantage  seemi  to  have 
been  made  him ;  but  his  friends 
here  %vcre  so  well  apprized  of  his 
infirmity,  that,  knowing  it  would 
bu  im])08siblo  (or  him  to  submit  to 
the  subordination  cstiUilbhcd  in  tho 
army,  they  earnestly  dissuaded  him 
from  it,  that  he  might  not  incur  the 
censure  of  acodH-martial,  or  bring 
himself  into  other  ineitricable  diffi- 
culties. 

Ho  then  formed  a  design  of  en- 
tering into  one  of  our  universities  ; 
and,  having  communicated  it  to  hit 
friends,  he  obtained  tho  interest  of 
several  clergymen  of  considcrablo 
influence:  but  some  new  sally  of 
hb  jealous  and  ungovernable  tem- 
per disgusted  his  friend*  and  disap* 
pointed  his  expectations.  Vet,  in. 
stead  of  imputing  hb  disapiwint- 
ment  to  himself,  he  threw  out  many 
threats  against  those  whom  he  bad 
already  otfended  by  hb  pctulancd 
and  ill  behaviour. 

In  the  mean  time  he  continued 
in  Mr.  Crawford's  family,  wheML 
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lie  gave  frequent  and  mortifying  to. 
.  atancet  of  his  pride  and  indiscre- 
tion, one  of  which  is  too  remark- 
able to  be  omitted  :— 

He  set  ont  one  da/  with  Mr. 
Crawford  and  a  Prussian  gentle- 
man, to  dine  with  Mr.  V — ,  a  Dutch 
merchant,  residing  at  M  us  well 
Hill.  In  his  way  thither  he  quitted 
lib  company,  and,  by  crossing  the 
fields,  got  to  the  house  before  them. 
When  he  came  there,  he  took  such 
offence  at  something  Mr.  V— .  said, 
in  some  trifling  dispute  which  hap- 
pened between  them,  that  he  called 
him  a  fool,  and  proceeded  from  one 
outrage  to  another,  till  Mr.  V— - 
ordered  his  servants  to  turn  him 
out  of  doors,  which  was  done  be- 
fore his  companions,  Crawford  and 
the  Prussian ,  got  there.  Yet  Stim, 
when  they  came  back  in  the  even- 
ing, fell  into  another  fit  of  rage 
against  them,  and  charged  them 
uSth  having  got  to  Mr.  V— 's  be- 
fore him,  and  concealed  themselves 
in  another  room,  to  enjoy  the  in- 
jurious treatment  which  Mr.  V — 
was  prepared  to  offer  him  ;  insist- 
ing that  he  had  heard  them  rejoic- 
ing and  laughing  at  his  disgrace. 

While  he  lived  with  Mr.  Craw- 
ford  he  became  tfbquainted  with 
Mr.  Matthews,  a  surgeon  in  the 
neighborhood,  who  advertised  the 
cure  of  fistulas,  and  other  disorders 
of  the  like  kind.  Matthews  is  said 
to  have  insinuated  to  Stirn,  that, 
though  Crawford  professed  great 
friendship  for  him,  yet  hii  intention 
was  only  to  keep  him  in  a  state  of 
poverty  and  dependence,  and  to 
render  his  abilities  subservient  to 
his  own  advantage,  without  giving 
him  a  valuable  consideration  ;  telU 
Ing  him  that  it  was  in  his  power  to 
provide  much  better  for  himself. 
From  this  time  Stirn's  behaviour  to 
Mr.  Crawford  was  very  different 
from  what  it  had  been  before^  And 
Mr.  Crawford  was  proportionably 


less  satisfied ;  so  that,  thovgh  he 
still  continued  with  him,  yet  Craw, 
ford  says  that  he  now  kept  him 
merely  from  the  regard  ho  liad  to 
him  and  his  family. 

Soon  after  this,  Matthews  made 
him  a  proposal  to  come  and  live 
with  him,  offering  him  an  apart- 
ment, r^y  furnished,  and  his 
board,  upon  condition  that  he 
should  teach  Mrs.  Matthews  and 
her  daughter  music,  and  Matthews 
himself  the  classics.  This  proposal 
Stirn  Inclined  to  accept;  but  Mr. 
Crawford,  hearing  of  it,  endea- 
Tored  to  persuade  Matthews  to  re- 
tract it,  telling  him  that  Stirn  had 
fallings  which  would  render  him  a 
very  troublesome  inmate.  Mat* 
thews,  who  seems  to  have  had  net* 
ther  a  good  opinion  of  Crawford, 
nor  good  will  towards  him.  Imme- 
diately told  Stirn  that  he  had  been 
attempting  to  persuade  him  to  go 
back  from  his  proj[io8als,  and  men- 
tioned also  the  reasons  he  gave  for 
so  doing.  This  threw  Stim  into  a 
rage,  and  he  expressed  his  resent- 
ment to  Crawford  in  strong  terms, 
and  with  a  boisterous  behaviour. 

Stirn  soon  after  accepted  Mat- 
thews's  proposal;  and  Matthews 
offered  (o  secure  him  a  continuance 
of  what  he  had  offered  for  twelve 
months,  by  writing ;  but  Stirn  re* 
fused  the  obligation,  saying  that 
his  honour  was  sufficient. 

Crawford,  having  failed  in  per- 
suading Matthews  not  to  receive 
Stirn,  now  endeavored  to  prevail 
upon  Stirn  not  to  go  to  Matthews; 
and  therefore,  though  he  says  he 
would  not  have  kept  him  so  long 
but  in  regard  to  Stim  himself  and 
his  friends,  he  now  offered  to  raise 
his  salary,  that  he  might  keep  him 
longer,  at  greater  expense. 

But  this  offer  was  refus^^^iU 
Stirn  took  possession  of  his  Hgtw^ 
ment  at  Matthews's  house ;  a  vibj 
little  time,  however,  was  snfideiit 
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I  ihaw  that  Ihcj  coalil  not  long 

lie   loncthcr.    Stirn'«  pride, 

«  litiialion  in  life,  concurred 

B  rrnder  hitn  no  jcitloas  of  indig- 

so  ingcntoua  in  discovcr- 

tUfl  oblique  reproach   and  tntiilt  in 

Iktt  huhatr'iour  o(  tho*e  about  him, 

vtililt  finding  one  evening,  nllcr  ho 

~  mi;  home,  tonic  picccj  of  bread  in 

t  dining-room,  which  had   boon 

't  (here  by  a  child  o(  the  Umily, 

t  imiiicdialcly  took  it  into  hii  licud 

^lat   they   were   left   there   as   ru- 

roachfut  emblem)  of  his  poTCrly, 

h  obliged  him  to  lubiiat  on  the 

Bfkagmcnla  uf  charity.   Thia  thought 

»t  him  on  lire  in  a  moment ;   he 

ranfurrouily  upslaira,  and,  knock. 

ing   loudly   and   luddenly   at  Mr. 

Matlhcvs't   chambcr.door,    called 

out   '    Mr.    Mallhi!wi!'     lie   wft» 

answered  by  Mrs.  Mallhcwi,  who 

wu  in  bed,  that  Mr.  Mallhewi  t*i» 

not  there  ;  but  he  still  clnmoroutly 

intitteil  on  the  door  being  opened, 

in  that  Mri.  Matthew»  was  obliged 

lo   riie,   and,    harlng   put  on  her 

clolhci.  camo  out,  ftiil  asked  him 

what  he  wanted,  and  what  he  meant 

by  inch  behavionr.     Ho  aniwored 

thitt  ho  wanted  Mr.  Matthews,  and 

that  he  knew  he  was  In  the  room. 

It  happened  that  at  this  instant  Mr. 

Idatthewt  knocked  at   the  street. 

ind  put  an  end  to  the  diipiite 

Isjlh   hit  wife.     The  moment  Mr. 

ft>lBtihews  cnlerud  the  home,  Stirn 

■in  a  furioui   manner  charged  htm 

■  «hh  an  iutcntinn  to  affront  him  by 
Ptbecraitt.  Mr.  Matthews  assured 
I'llim  that  he  meant  no  lucb  thing, 

■  and  that  the  bread  was  carried 
I -thither  by  (be  child  i  Mrs.  Mat. 
^fltrws  also  conGrmcd  It,  and  Stirn 

as  at  length  paclAed.  He  sc«mi 
hiVB  been  conidous  of  the 
sinnge  Imprnprlcly  of  hii  conduct 
H  >oaD  ai  he  had  lime  fur  rcUcc- 
tlo« ;  for  the  next  morning  he 
fvent  lo  Mr.  Crawford,  and  tx- 
esMil   a  moit   grateful 


Mr.  andMra,  Mallhewi's  paUenca 
and  kindness  in  saffering,  and  pass. 
iogoTcr,  hii  fanlntlic  behaiiour. 

It  is,  however,  probable,  that, 
from  this  time,  they  began  to  live 
together  upon  very  ill  terms.  Mat- 
thews soon  arter  gave  him  warning 
to  quit  hii  house,  and  Stirn  refuscil 
to  go.  VVhat  particular  oflcncoi 
had  been  gircn  on  each  side  docs 
nut  appear ;  but  they  had  been 
carried  lo  lueh  lengths,  that  Craw, 
ford  consulted  Mr.  Welch,  a  Mid- 
dlesex juilicc,  about  them,  on  Stim'i 
behalf.  What  directions  he  ro. 
ceirtd  an?  not  known ;  but,  on 
Wednesday,  the  13th  of  August, 
Siirn  having  bocn  then  in  Mr.Mat- 
thcwi's  family  about  two  months, 
Matthew)  went  to  a  friend  upon 
Dowgate  Hill,  whoso  name  was 
t^wther,  and,  telling  him  that  Stirn 
bad  btrhavcd  so  ill  ho  could  no  longer 
keep  hioi  in  h>s  house,  and  that  he 
had  refused  to  (juit  it,  reijuested 
bis  adricc  and  atiiilance  to  get  rid 
of  him.  Mr.  howther  then  went 
with  Mr.  Matlhewi  to  Mr.  Welch, 
who,  linding  there  was  no  legal 
contract  between  them,  told  Mat- 
thews he  might  lorn  Stirn  out  when 
he  pleased,  wilhnut  notice  Mat- 
thew) then  determining  to  torn  him 
out  that  night,  Mr.  Welch  dosirnl 
he  would  bo  eauliouf,  and  adriscd 
him  to  get  a  couple  of  friends  to  be 
with  him;  and,  when  Stirn  came 
in,  first  to  dciire  him  to  go  away 
(leaceabiy,  and,  if  ho  refused,  to 
levd  him  out  by  the  arm.  Mat- 
thews then  laid  he  wai  ■  deiperate 
man,  and,  if  he  ihuuld  offer  any 
rudeness  to  him,  would  make  no 
scruple  of  (tabbing  him.  He  was 
than  adviiod  to  lake  a  peace-officer 
with  him ;  and,  basing  now  re- 
roircid  sufficient  insiruclions,  be 
went  away  with  his  friend,  dcttr- 
mined  to  put  them  in  execution. 

While  Matthewi  and  his  ftfcnd 
wers  at    Mr.    Welch's,   Stirn   was 


I 
I 
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ht  gave  freqaent  and  mortlfjlfif  iiu 
ttancet  of  hii  pride  and  indiscre- 
tioD,  one  of  which  if  (oo  remark- 
able to  be  omitted  :— 

He  let  oat  one  day  with  Mr. 
Crawford  and  a  Pmsiian  gentle- 
man, to  dine  with  Mr.  V — ,  a  Dotch 
merchant,  residing  at  Moswell 
Bill.  In  his  way  thither  he  quitted 
bfo  company,  and,  by  crossing  the 
fields,  got  to  the  hoose  before  them. 
When  he  came  there,  he  took  inch 
offence  at  something  Mr.  V— .  said, 
in  some  trifling  dispute  which  hap- 
pened between  them,  that  he  called 
him  a  fool,  and  proceeded  from  one 
ontrage  to  another,  till  Mr.  V— - 
ordered  his  senrants  to  turn  him 
out  of  doors,  which  was  done  be- 
fore his  companions,  Crawford  and 
the  Prussian,  got  there.  Yet  Slim, 
when  they  came  back  in  the  e?en- 
ing,  fell  into  another  fit  of  rage 
against  them,  and  charged  them 
uSth  haring  got  to  Mr.  V— 's  be- 
fore  him,  and  concealed  themselTCS 
in  another  room,  to  enjoy  the  in- 
jurious treatment  which  Mr.  V — 
was  prepared  to  offer  him  ;  insist- 
ing that  he  had  heard  them  rejoic- 
ing and  laughing  at  his  disgrace. 

While  he  liTid  with  Mr.  Craw, 
ford  ho  became  #eqaaintcd  with 
Mr.  Matthews,  a  surgeon  in  the 
neighborhood,  \iho  advertised  the 
cure  of  fistulas,  and  other  disorders 
of  the  like  kind.  Matthews  is  said 
to  have  insinuated  to  Stirn,  that, 
though  Crawford  professed  great 
friendship  for  him,  yet  his  intention 
was  only  to  keep  him  in  a  state  of 
poverty  and  dependence,  and  to 
render  his  abilities  subscrrient  to 
his  own  advantage,  without  giving 
him  a  valuable  consideration  ;  tell- 
ing him  that  it  was  in  his  power  to 
provide  much  better  for  himself. 
From  this  time  Stirn's  behaviour  to 
Mr.  Crawford  was  fery  different 
from  what  it  had  been  before,  and 
Mr.  Crawford  was  proporlionably 


less  satisfied ;  so  that,  lho«gh  he 
still  continued  with  him,  yet  Craw- 
ford says  that  he  now  kept  lum 
merely  from  the  regard  lie  Itfd  to 
him  and  his  family. 

Soon  after  this,  Mattliewi  made 
him  a  proposal  to  como  and  lire 
with  him,  offering  him  ao  apart- 
ment, r^y  famished,  and  Ub 
l>oard,  upon  condition  tliat  he 
should  teach  Mrs.  Matthews  and 
her  daughter  music,  and  Mattliews 
himself  the  classics.  This  proposal 
Stirn  Inclined  to  accept ;  bat  Mr. 
Crawford,  hearing  of  it,  cndeiu 
Tored  to  persuade  Matthews  to  re- 
tract  it,  telling  him  that  Stirn  had 
fallings  which  would  reader  him  a 
very  troublesome  inmate.  Blat* 
thews,  who  seems  to  have  liad  nei- 
ther a  good  opinion  of  Crawford, 
nor  good  will  towards  bin,  imme- 
diately  told  Stirn  that  he  had  been 
attempting  to  persuade  bim  to  go 
back  from  his  proposals,  and  men- 
tioned also  the  reasons  he  gave  for 
so  doing.  This  threw  Stirn  into  a 
rage,  and  he  expressed  his  resent* 
ment  to  Crawford  in  strong  terms, 
and  with  a  bobtcrous  behavionr. 

Stirn  soon  after  accepted  Mat- 
thews*s  proposal;  and  Matthews 
offered  to  secure  him  a  continuance 
of  what  he  had  offered  for  twelve 
months,  by  writing ;  but  Stirn  re* 
fused  the  obligation,  saying  that 
his  honour  was  sufficient. 

Crawford,  having  failed  in  per* 
suading  Matthews  not  to  reodve 
Stirn,  now  endeavored  to  prevail 
upon  Stirn  not  to  go  to  Matthews ; 
and  therefore,  though  he  says  he 
would  not  have  kept  him  so  long 
but  in  regard  to  Stirn  himself  and 
his  friends,  he  now  offered  to  raise 
his  salary,  that  he  mi^ht  keep  him 
longer,  at  greater  expense. 

But  this  offer  was  refasoi,;  a«d 
Stirn  took  possession  of  hb  ^|i^ 
ment  at  Mattfaews'a  house :  a  very 
little  time,  however,  was  snAcient 
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•aid  before  ?'  said  Stirn.  <  Why, 
ypii  have  said,'  replied  Mallhows, 
*  that  Crawford  might  thank  hii 
God  he  had  got  rid  of  you  in  the 
manner  he  had;  but  that  jou  would 
have  your  revmgc  of  me.*  Stirn 
then  desired  Matihewii  to  give  him 
his  hand ;  and  iMatthcws  stretrhing 
it  out,  Stirn  grasped  it  in  both  his, 
and  said  '  1  have  said  so,  and,  here 
is  my  hand,  1  will  have  revenge  of 
you.'  After  this  a  good  deal  of 
opprobrious  language  passed  be* 
Cweon  them;  and  then  Stirn  went 
out  of  the  house  with  the  constable, 
though  not  in  his  custody. 

Where  this  forlorn  and  infatuated 
creature  passed  the  night  does  not 
appear ;  nor  is  any  thing  related  of 
Che  transactions  of  the  next  day, 
Thursday,  the  14th,  exa*pt  that 
Mr.  Chapman  endeavored  to  pro« 
cure  a  meeting  of  the  parties  with 
fiimself  and  Mr.  Crawford  that 
evening)  to  bring  about  a  reconci. 
liatioo,  but  without  success,  Mr. 
Matthews  being  unfortunately  from 
home  when  he  called  to  make  the 
appointment.  It  ap(H'ars,  how. 
ever,  from  divers  circumstances 
which  happened  afterwards,  that, 
on  that  day,  Stirn  bought  a  pair  of 
piiitols,  and  that,  having  loaded 
them,  ho  sent  Mr.  Matthews  a 
challenge,  which  Matthe^ts  refused 
to  accept ;  and  it  is  probable  that 
from  this  time  he  resolved  upon  the 
murder,  no  other  means  of  revenge 
being  left  him.  On  Friday  moro« 
ing,  the  I5th,  Mr.  Crawfoitl,  hear* 
ing  that  Stirn  was  in  gresit  anxiety 
and  distress  of  mind^  gave  him  an 
invitation  to  dinner.  This  invita- 
tion he  accepted,  and  behaved  wilh 
great  propriety  and  [)o1i(ene8s  till 
after  the  cloth  was  taken  away; 
but  jui^t  then  he  started  up,  as  if 
»tung  by  some  kuddcn  thought,  and 
uttered  Siveral  invci'tives  against 
Matthc«> ;  ^ayi^g  that  none  but 
an  eiecrable  vilhiin  could  impute 


to  him  the  hortfid  charaoter  of  a 
thief  and  adulterer*  He  said  this 
without  any  mention  having  been 
made  of  his  owa  sitaation,  or  of 
Mr.  Matthewi's  •  name^  and  soon 
after  went  away. 

About  half  an  hour  after  five, 
the  same  evening,  as  Mr.  Craw, 
ford  was  gouig  down  Cross  Street, 
Stirn  overtook  him.  Crawford  at 
this  time  discovered  such  an  expres* 
sion  of  de^spair  in  his  countenance 
that  he  suspected  he  had  formed  a 
design  to  destroy  himself,  especially 
as  it  was  said  ho  had  made  an  at* 
tempt  of  that  kind  six  months  be* 
fore. 

Stirn  turned  the  converaation 
principally  upon  the  point  of 
honour,  and  the  proper  means  of 
maintaining  it.  Crawford,  who 
saw  him  greatly  moved,  so  as  fre. 
quently  to  start  and  change  colour, 
turned  the  discourse  to  rqligion  ; 
but,  observing  lie  gained  no  atten- 
tion,  he  hoped  to  sooth  his  mind 
by  mentioning  the  prospect  ho  still 
bad  of  doing  well ;  but  Stirn  then 
hastily  interniptcd  him :  ^  Who,' 
s<'iys  he,  ^  will  entertain  a  person 
iiiulor  the  horrid  character  of  an 
adulterer  and  a  thief?  No,  sir  ;  I 
am  lost  both  to  God  and  to  the 
world.* 

Mr. Crawford  then  told  him  that, 
if  he  should  fail  of  stuxess  here,  he 
would  assist  him  with  money  to  re* 
turn  to  his  brother.  ^  To  my  bro* 
ther!*  says  Stirn,  in  an  agony; 
^  neither  my  brother  nor  my  coun* 
try  can  receive  me  under  the  dis* 
grace  of  such  crimes  as  are  imputed 
to  me.'  As  he  pronounced  these 
words  he  burst  into  tears ;  and  Mr. 
Crawford,  not  being  able  longer  to 
support  the  cliect  of  such  a  conver* 
sal  ion  upon  his  mind,  was  obliged 
to  take  his  leave. 

Mr.  Criwford,  in  order  to  re^ 
collect  himseir,  went  out  into  the 
ttthl",    where   he   could   not   help 
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musing  on  what  had  passed ;  and 
finding  his  suspicions,  that  Stirn 
intended  to  destroy  himself,  grow 
stronger  and  stronger,  he  deter- 
mined to  return,  and  endeavour  to 
find  him  out  a  second  time. 

It  happened  that  about  half  an 
hour  after  eight  o'clock  he  met  with 
him  at  Owen's  Coffee-honse,  where 
the  conversation  upon  his  quarrel 
with  Matthews  was  renewed,thoagh 
with  mnch  more  temper  than  be- 
fore ;  yet  Stirn  often  started,  say. 
ing  he  expected  thatevery  one  who 
opened  the  door  was  Matthews. 

Wh|]e  he  was  at  Owen's  Coffee, 
house  he  called  for  a  pint  of  porter 
and  some  potatoes,  which  he  de- 
voured ravenously,  though  he  had 
supped  before,  and  drank  a  pint  of 
porter  and  three  gills  of  wine* 

About  ten  o'clock  he  got  up, 
and  said  he  would  go  to  Mr. 
Pugh's.  Pngh  kept  an  alehouse, 
the  sign  of  the  Pewter  Platter,  in 
Cross  Street,  Hatton  Garden,  next 
door  to  Crawford's  school,  where 
Crawford,  Matthews,  Chapman, 
and  other  persons  Jn  the  neighbor- 
hood, frequently  met  to  spend  the 
evening. 

Mr.  Crawford  endeavored  to 
persuade  him  to  go  home  to  his 
lodgings ;  upon  which  Stirn,  with- 
out  making  any  reply,  caught  him 
by  the  hand,  and  pressed  it  with 
such  violence  as  almost  to  force  the 
blood  out  at  his  fingers'  ends. 

They  went  together  to  Mr. 
Pugh's  door,  where  Mr.  Crawford 
left  him,  and  went  home.  Stirn 
went  into  the  neighbours'  room  at 
the  Pewter  Platter,  where  he  found 
Matthews,  who  had  been  to  see 
Foote's  farce,  called  The  Minor^ 
in  the  Haymarket,  and  with  him 
Mr.  Chapman  and  Mr.  Lowther : 
several  other  persons  were  in  the 
room,  but  not  of  the  same  company. 

Stirn  sat  down  at  the  same  table 
with  Matthews  and  bis  friends ;  but 


Chapman,peroeivingby  hk  goatifes 
and  countenance  that  he  was  in 
great  agitation,  called  kim  oat,  and 
admonished  him  not  to  do  any 
thing  that  might  have  disagreeable 
consequences  either  to  hiinidf  or 
others.  After  this  Stiro  retnmed 
alone  into  the  room,  and  Cluipasan 
went  home.  Stirn  walked  abont 
the  room  by  himself,  and  in  the 
mean  time  Mr.  Crawford  came  in, 
having  heard  who  were  In  com- 
pany, and  fearing  some  fatal  efed 
of  Stirn's  passion,  which  he  hoped 
he  might  contribute  to  prevenL 

Stirn,  after  some  time,  applying 
himself  \o  Mr. .  Matthews^  saUl, 
*  Sir,  yon  have  accused  me  of  tiwft 
and  adultery.'  Matthews  denied 
the  charge ;  but  said.  If  his  wilM 
virtue  had  not  beetf  more  to  be  de- 
pended upon  than  hi$  hononr,  be 
did  not  know  what  might  have 
been  the  consequence. 

After  some  mutual  reproaclMs 
Matthews  called  him  a  dirty  fellow, 
and  said  he  ought  to  be  sent  into 
his  own  louiy  country.  Stirn  after 
this  took  two  or  three  tarns  about 
the  room  without  reply,  and  tlien 
took  a  small  piece  of  paper  cat  of 
his  pocket,  and  held  It  some  tiase  In 
his  hand,  with  a  design  that  Mat- 
thews should  take  notice  of  it ;  bat 
Matthews  not  regarding  it,  1m  lield 
It  in  the  candle  till  it  was  bnmt :  he 
then  walked  about  the  room  for  a 
few  minutes  more,  and  Crawford, 
observing  uncommon  fary  and  des- 
peration in  his  loolu,  desired  the 
company  to  drink  his  iiealth.  Mr. 
Lowther  immediately  did  so^  and, 
as  he  thinks,  so  did  Mr.  Matthews 
too  ;  after  which  Stirn  still  walked 
about  the  room,  but  in  a  few 
minutes  came  and  stood  at  Mr. 
Crawford's  elbow.  Mr.  Lowther 
sat  next  to  Mr.  Crawford,  and  Mr. 
Matthews  next  to  Mr.  Lowther. 
He  then  went  and  stood  between 
Mr.  Lowther  and  Mr.  Crawford; 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.       273 


and,  ha?ing  coDtinucd  <hcro  about 
a  minute,  or  a  minute  and  a  half, 
he  drew  out  the  two  pistols  he  had 
procured  for  the  duel,  wrapped  up 
in  a  piece  of  paper,  and,  stretching 
his  arm  across  the  table  before  Mr. 
I^wthcr,   he    discharged    one  of 
them  at  Matthevrs's  breast,  who 
gave  a  sadden  start,  and  then,  fall- 
log  forward,  died  instantly  without 
a  groan.    Stirn,  almost  at  the  same 
moment,  discharged  the  other  at 
himself ;  but,  by  some  accident,  the 
ball  missed  him,  without  doing  any 
other  damage.     As  soon    as   the 
smoke  was  dissipated,  and  the  com. 
pany  recofered  from  their  first  as« 
tonishment  and  confusion,  Stirn  was 
•een  standing  as  it  were  torpid  with 
amazement  and  horror.     On  per- 
GcifiDg  the  attention  of  all    that 
wdre  in  the  room  turned  upon  him, 
he  seemed  to  recollect  himself,  and 
made  towards  the  door ;  but  a  per. 
ton  in  the  room,  whose  name  was 
Warford,  seized,  him,   and,  after 
some  struggle,  pulled  him  to  the 
groond.  Lowther  immediately  went 
up  to  him,  aud  Stirn   cried  out, 
*  Shoot  me  !  shoot  me !  shoot  me, 
for  I  shall  be  hanged.'     Somebody 
Aen   saying  ^  Matthews  is  dead,* 
Stirn  replied  *  I  am  not  sorry,  bat 
I  nm  sorry  that  i  did  not  shoot 
myself.' 

After  his  commitment  he  obsti. 
nately  rcfnsed  all  kinds  of  food, 
with  a  Ticw  to  starre  himself,  that 
benught  avoid  the  infamy  of  a  pub- 
lic death  by  the  hands  of  the  exceu- 
tioner :  he  persisted  in  this  absti- 
nence  ttil  the  Friday  following,  the 
nd  of  August,  being  just  a  week, 
drinking  only  a  dish  or  two  of 
eoffee,  and  a  little  wine.  This  con- 
duct he  endeafored  to  justify  by 
saying  that  his  life  was  forfeit^ 
both  by  the  law  of  God  and  man, 
and  that  it  was  not  lawful  even  for 
the  govern m en t  to  pardon  him ;  and 
what  docs  it  signify,  says  he,  by 

YOL.  II. 


whose  hands  this  forfeit  is   paid  ? 
The  Ordinary,  indeed,  told  hifn,  in 
answer  to  this  argument,  that  hi« 
life  was  not  in  his  own  power,  and 
that  as  he  did  not,  and  could  not ; 
give  it  to  himself,  so  neither  had  he 
a  right  to  take  it  away.     It  is  in- 
deed a  pity  that  upon  this  occasion 
the  Ordinary  was  master  of  no  bet- 
ter argument,  for  the  one  he  used 
against  Stirn's  right  to  take  away 
his  own  life  would  prove  that  his 
life  could  not  be  lawfully  taken 
away  by  any  other ;  for,  if  Stirn 
had  not  a  right  to  take  away  his 
own  life,  because  he  did  not  and 
could  not  give  it  to  himself,  the 
hangman,  as  he  could  no  more  give 
life  than  Stirn,  had  no  more  right 
to  take  it  away.     lie  was,  how- 
ever, urged  to  cat  by  arguments 
addressed  to  his  passions ;  for  he 
was  told  that  he  would  incur  more 
infamy  by  suicide  than  by  hanging, 
as  his  body  would  be  dragged  like 
that  of  a  brnte  to  a  hole  dug  to  re- 
ceive it  in  a  cross-road,  and  a  stake 
would  be  afterwards  driven  through 
i^  which  would  remain  as  a  monu- 
ment of  disgrace.     These   argu- 
ments, however,  were  without  ef- 
fect, for  he  never  afterwards  ate 
any  solid  food. 

On  Wednesday,  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1700,  having  then  In  some 
degree  recovered  his  strength,  he 
was  brought  to  the  bar  and  ar- 
raigned; he  was  then  de^,ently 
dressed  in  a  suit  of  black  cloth, 
but,contrary  to  the  general  expecta- 
tion, he  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  re- 
quested that  his  trial  might  be  put 
off  till  Friday  the  12th,  which  was 
granted. 

On  the  12th  he  was  brought  to 
the  bar  again,  but,  Instead  of  his 
suit  of  black,  he  appeared  in  a 
green  night-gown  :  he  had  been  atU 
vised  to  feign  himself  mad,  but  tliis 
advice  he  rejected  with  disdain. 
During  hi.^  trial,  wliich  la.stid 
51. 
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about  four  honri,  he  was  often 
ready  to  faint ;  he  was  therefore  in. 
dulged  with  a  veat,  and  several  re* 
freshmen ts.  When  sentence  was 
passed  upon  him  he  quite  fainted 
awaj ;  but,  being  recovered  by  the 
applieatiou  of  spirits,  he  requested 
the  Court  that  he  might  be  per* 
mitted  to  go  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion In  the  coach  with  the  clergy* 
man ;  upon  which  the  Court  told 
him  that  was  in  the  sheriff's  breast, 
but  that  such  a  faronr,  if  granteil, 
would  be  contrary  to  the  intention 
of  the  law  which  had  been  lately 
made  to  dutinguish  murders  by  ex* 
cmplary  punishment :  upon  this  he 
made  a  profound  reverence  to  the 
Court,  and  was  taken  back  to 
prison. 

About  six  o'clock  the  same  even* 
ing  he  was  f isited  by  the  Ordinary, 
who  found  in  the  press.yard  a  Ger- 
man, who  said  he  was  a  minister 
whom  Stim  had  desired  might  at- 
tend him  :  the  Ordinary  therefore 
took  him  up  with  him  to  Stim's 
chamber,  he  having  been  removed 
from  'the  cells  by  the  assistance  ^ 
some  friends*  They  found  him  ly- 
ing on  his  bed ;  and,  as  he  expressed 
great  uneasiness  at  the  presence  of 
the  Ordinary,  and  a  prisoner  that 
had  been  set  'oTer  him  as  a  guard, 
they-  withdrew,  and  left  him  alone 
with  his  countryman.  Soon  after 
this  an  alarm  was  given  that  Stirn 
was  extremely  ill,  and  supposed  to 
have  taken  poison  :  he  was  imme- 
diately visited  by  the  sheriff,  and 
Mr.  Akerman,  the  keeper  of  the 
prison,  who  found  him  in  a  state  of 
stupefaction^  but  not  yet  convulsed : 
a  surgeon  was  procured,  and  se. 
Teral  methods  tried  to  discharge  his 
stomach  of  the  pobon,  but  without 
effect ;  he  was  then  let  blood,  which 
apparently  rendered  him  worse. 

About  nine  o'clock  he  was  pale 
and  speechless,  hb  jaw  was  fallen, 


and  his  eyes  were  fixed  ;  and  abont 
6ve  minutes  before  eleven  he  ex- 
pired. 

It  does  not  appear  what  reason 
Matthews  had  for  charging  Stirn 
with  an  attempt  upon  his  wife,  but 
Stim  solemnly  declared  in  his  last 
moments  that  there  was  none.  He 
expressed  many  obligations  to  Mr. 
Crawford,  who  often  visited  htm  in 
prison  with  great  kindness  and  hn* 
manity ;  and,  perhaps,  if  he  had 
been  in  a  situation  more  suitable 
not  only  to  his  hopes,  bat  to  his 
merit  and  his  birth,  he  would  have 
been  less  jealous  of  affronts,  and, 
conscious  of  undisputed  dignity, 
would  have  treated  rodenesi  and 
slander  with  contempt,  Instead  of 
pursuing  them  with  revenge. 

He  spent  his  life  in  perpaCoal 
transitions  from  outrage  and  fnty 
to  remorse  and  regret—- one  hour 
drawing  his  sword  upon  his  dearest 
friends  to  revenge  some  imaginaty 
affront,  and  the  next  lamenting  his 
folly,  and  entreating  their  pardon 
with  contrition  and  tears.  How 
many  are  they  whose  keen  sensibi- 
lity and  violence  of  temper  keep 
them  nearly  In  the  same  situation, 
though  they  have  not  yet  been 
pushed  to  the  same  excess!  Letsnch 
remember  that  no  human  being  can 
say  to  the  passions  of  the  inind, 
any  more  than  to  the  waves  of  the 
sea,  ^Hitherto  shall  ye  go,  bu( 
here  shall  ye  be  stayed.' 

If,  by  this  mournfnl  example, 
some  of  these  shall  be  warned  gra- 
dually to  weaken  their  vehemeoee 
of  temper  by  restraint,  instead  of 
giving  It  new  force  by  habit,  neither 
Stim  nor  Matthews  will  have  didi 
in  vain :  they  will  have  resson  to 
say,  upon  this  occasion^  *  tliat  God^ 
in  the  midst  of  judgment,  has  re- 
membered mercy ;  and  that,  by  the 
stripes  of  others,  they  have  been 
healed.* 
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LAURENCE  EARL  FERRERS, 

EXECUTRD  FORUUKDBR. 


From  the  royal  blooil  of  the 
PUDlageneti  «u  (he  hoaie  of  Fcr- 
im  dwcendfd,  and  h«d  been  dia. 
tiagabhed  for  tgt*.  One  of  the 
fiHBllj  wu  •lain,  while  6ghtiDg  oti 
behalf  of  the  crown,  Kt  the  memo- 
ndile  battle  of  Sb'rewibury,  in  Ihu 
beghining  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV.— 4  clrcumttance  that  is  men. 


cruplly  that  Khc  wai  obliged  to 
apply  to  Parliament  for  i«lreu  ; 
the  consequence  of  which  wai  that 
an  art  paurd  for  allowing  her  a  se- 
parate mainlcnance,  to  be  raited 
out  of  his  cslaica. 

The  following  will  afford  a  tpe- 
cimcn  of  the  brutality  of  Lord  Per. 
bchaTiour:   Some  ayiteri  had 


liOBcd  bj  (he  immorlal  Shalcipeftre.     been  lent  from  London,  which  not 


liaerence  Earl  Ferrari  wai  a  i 

ofannnbappy  diipoiltion.  Though 
of  dear  iaMlecta,  and  aciinow- 
ledged  aUlitiei  when  lober,  yet  an 
eariy  attachment  to  drinking  great- 
ly impaired  hit  facultiei;  and, 
vbm  dmnk,  hii  iMfaarlour  wai 
that  of  a  madman. 


proTing  good,  hia  lordship  directed 
one  of  the  serranti  to  iwear  that 
the  carrier  had  changed  them  ;  but 
the  lerr ant  declining  (o  lake  tuch 
an  oath,  the  earl  flew  on  him  in  a 
rage,  itabbed  him  in  the  breaitwlth 
a  knife,  cut  hit  head  with  n  candle, 
■tick,  and  kicked  him  on  the  groin 


Lord  Fcrrori  married  the  youngest  with  such  lercrity,  that  he  wm  in- 

dangbter  of  Sir  William  Meridith,  capable  of  a  retention  of  orine  for 

in    the   year    1751,   bat    behared  lereral  years  afterwardt. 

to   her   with   sncb   unwarrantablo  liordj  Ferrer*'  brother  and  hii 
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ivifc  paying  a  tIsiI  to  him  ami  his 
counters  at  Staiiton-IIarold,  some 
dispute  arose  between  (he  parties ; 
and  Liady  Ferrers  being  absent  from 
the  room,  the  carl  ran  up  stairs 
with  a  large  clasp-knife  in  his  hand, 
and  asked  a  serrant  whom  he  met 
where  his  lady  was.  The  man  said, 
^  Jn  her  own  room  ;'  and,  being  di- 
rected to  follow  him  thither.  Lord 
Ferrers  ordered  him  to  load  a  brace 
of  pistols  with  bullets.  This  order 
was  complied  with ;  but  the  i(er- 
yant,  apprehensive  of  mischief,  de- 
clined priming  the  pistols,  which 
Lord  Ferrers  discovering,  he  swore 
at  him,  asked  him  for  powder,  and 
primed  them  himself.  lie  then 
threatened  that,  if  he  did  not  im- 
mediately  go  and  shoot  his  brother, 
the  captain,  he  would  blow  his 
brains  out.  The  servant  hesitating, 
his  lordship  pulled  the  trigger  of 
one  of  4he  pistols ;  but  it  missed 
fire.  Hereupon  the  countess  dropped 
on  hoc  knees,  and  begged  him  to  ap- 
pease his  passions ;  but  in  return 
he  swore  at  her,  and  threatened  her 
destruction  if  she  opposc^i  him. 
The  servant  now  escaped  from  the 
room,  and  reported  what  had  passed 
to  his  lordship's  brother,  who  im- 
mediately called  his  wife  from  her 
bed 9  and  they  left  the  house,  though 
it  was  then  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

The  unfortunate  Mr.  Johnson, 
who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  ungovcrn. 
able  passions  of  Lord  Ferrers,  had 
been  bred  up  in  the  family  from  his 
youth,  and  was  distinguished  for 
the  regular  manner  in  which  he 
kept  his  accounts,  and  his  fidelity 
as  a  steward. 

When  the  law  had  decreed  a  sc-. 
parate  maintenance  for  the  conn- 
tens,  Mr.  Johnson  was  proposed  as 
receiver  of  the  rents  for  her  use; 
but  he  declined  this  office  till  urged 
to  take  it  on  him  by  the  earl  him. 
self.    It  appears  that  Johnson  npw 


stood  high  In  his  lordship's  opinion : 
but  a  different  scene  soon  ensued; 
for,  the  earl  having  conceived  an 
opinion  that  Johnson  had  combined 
with  the  trustees  to  disappoint  him 
of  a  contract  for  coal  mines,  he 
came  to  a  resolution  to  destroy  thr 
honest  steward. 

^  From  this  time  he  spoke  of  him 
in  opprobrious  terms,  said  ho  had 
consipired  with  his  enemies  to  in- 
jure him,  and  that  he  was  a  villain. 
With  these  sentiments  he  gave  him 
warning  to  quit  an  advantageous 
farm  which  he  held  under  his  lord- 
ship ;  but,  finding  that  the  trustees 
under  the  act  of  separation  had  al- 
ready granted  him  a  lease  of  it,  it 
having  been  promised  to  him  by  the 
earl  or  his  relations,  he  was  diiap- 
pointed,  and  probably  from  that 
time  he  meditated  a  more  crticl  n*- 
venge, 

lie  thought  proper,  however, 
to  dissemble  his  malice  to  the  man, 
as  the  most  probable  method  to  fa- 
cilitate the  gratification  of  it;  so 
that  poor  Johnson  was  deceived 
into  an  opinion  that  he  never  was 
upon  better  terms  with  his  lord  in 
his  life  than  at  the  very  time  be  was 
contriving  to  destroy  him. 

His  lordship  at  this  time  lived  at 
Stanton,  a  seat  about  two  miles 
from  Ashby  dcIaZonch,  in  Leic^s* 
tershire,  and  his  family  consisted  of- 
himself,  Mrs.  Cli fiord,  a  lady  who 
lived  with  hiin,  and  her  four  natural 
daughters;  and  five  scrv ants— an  old 
man  and  a  boy,  and  three  maids. 
Mr.  Johnson  lived  at  the  house  bc« 
longing  to  the  farm,  which  he  held 
under  his  ]ordship,called  the  I^uot,- 
about  half  a  mile  distaot  from 
Stanton. 

On  Sunday,  the  13th  of  January, 
1760,  my  lord  went  to  the  fjount, 
and,  after  some  discourse  with  Mr. 
Johnson,  ordered  him  to  come  to 
him  at  Stanton  on  the  Friday  fol- 
lowing, the  18th,  at  three  o'clock 
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Sn  the  aftc^noou.  My  lord's  hour 
<if  dioncr  was  two  ;  and  soon  after 
dinner,  Mrs.  CliAbrd  being  in  the 
fttilUhousc,  his  lordship  came  to 
(faer,  and  told  her  that  she  and  the 
children  might  fetch  a  walk.  Mrs. 
Clifford,  who  seems  to  have  con. 
jidered  this  an  order  to  go  out,  pre. 
^red  herself  and  the  young  laftJies 
lamedutely,  and  asked  whether 
they  might  go  to  her  father's,  which 
was  not  far  off;  to  which  ho  as. 
•entcd,  and  said  they  might  stay  till 
half  an  hour  after  five.  The  two 
men  servants  he  also  contrived  to 
send  out  of  the  way,  so  that  there 
was  no  one  in  the  house  but  him. 
self  and  the  three  maids. 

In  a  f cry  ^hort  time  after  the 
liouse  was  thus  cleared  Mr.  John, 
flon  came,  and  was  let  in  by  Eliza. 
Iieth  Burgoland,  one  of  the  maids. 
lie  asked  if  his  lordship  was  within; 
and  the  girl  replied  Yes,  he  was 
in  his  room  :  Mr.  Johnson  imme- 
diately went,  ami  knocked  at  the 
door ;  and  my  lord  came  to  the 
door,  and  ordered  him  to  wait  in 
the  still-house* 

AfU'r  he'  had  been  there  about 
ten  minutes  his  lordship  came  out 
again,  and,  calling  him  to  his  own 
•room,  went  in  with  him,  andimmc- 
diately  locked  the  door.  When 
they  were  thus  together,  my  lord 
first  ordered  him  to  settle  an  ac. 
count,  and,  after  a  little  time,  pro- 
duced a  iiapcr  to  him,  purportinir, 
as  he  said,  to  boa  confession  of  his 
Tillainy,  and  required  him  to  sign 
it.  Johnson  refused  and  expos, 
tulated,  and  his  lordship  then  draw- 
ing a  pistol,  which  he  had  charged 
lind  kept  in  his  pocket  for  the  pur. 
pose,  presented  it,  and  bid  him  kneel 
•down.  The  poor  man  then  knelt 
down  upon  one  knee;  but  Jjord 
Ferrers  cried  out,  so  loud  as  to  be 
-heard  by  one  of  the  maids  at  the 
kitchen    dui>r,    ^Dunn    on    your 


other  knee ;  declare  what  you  hare 
acted  against  Lord  Ferrers;  your 
time  is  come-—you  must  di6 ;'  and 
then  immediately  fired.  The  ball 
entered  his  l>ody  just  below  the  last 
rib,  yet  ho  did  not  drop,  but  rose 
up,  and  expressed  the  sensations  of 
a  dying  man  both  by  his  looks  aiid 
by  such  broken  sentences  aft  are 
usually  ottered  in  such  situations. , 
My  lord,'thongh  he  at  first  intended 
to  shoot  him  again,  upon  finding  ho 
did  not  drop,  was  yet  forced  out  of 
that  resolution  by  involuntary  re- 
morse, upon  the  complaints  of  (he 
poor  man,  and  the  dreadful  change 
that  ho  perceired  in  his  counte- 
nance :  he  th6n  came  out  of  the 
room,  hating  been  shut  tip  in  it 
with  the  unhappy  victim  about 
half  an  hour  ;  and  the  report  of  the 
pistol  having  alarmed  the  women  in 
the  wash-house,  ho  called  out, 
^  Who  is  there  ?*  One  of  them 
soon  heard  and  answered  him  :  he 
ordered  her  \q  see  for  one  of  the 
men,  and  another  to  assist  In  get. 
ting  Mr.  Johnson  to  bed. 

At  this  time  his    lordship  was 
perfectly  sober  ;  and,  hjEif  Ing  dis- 
patched a  messenger  for  Mr.  Kirk- 
land,  a  surgeon,  who  lived  at  Ash  by 
de  la  Zouch,  he  went  l>ack  to  the 
room  where  he  had  left  Mr.  John- 
son with  the  maid,  and  asked  him 
how   hd  found  himself.    Johnson 
replied  that  he  found  himself  like  a 
dying  man,  aud  requested  his  lord- 
ship  to  send  for  his  children :  his 
lordship  consented,  and  a  messen- 
ger was  dispatched  to  the  Lount,  to 
tell  Miss  Johnson  that   she  must 
come  to  the  hall  directly,  for  that 
her  father  was  taken  very  ill :  upon 
coming  to  the  hall  she  soon  learned 
what^had  happened,  and  Lord  Fer- 
rers  sent- one  of  the  maids  with  her 
up  to   the  room   into   which    her 
father  had  been  removed,  and  im- 
mediately fallowed  himself.     Mr. 
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JohDion  wu  in  bed^  but  did  not 
•peak  to  her :  Lord  Ferrers  pulled 
down  the  clothes,  and  applied  a 
pledget,  dipped  in  arqnebusade 
water,  to  the  wound,  and  soon  after 
left  him.  From  the  time  the  fact 
was  committed  Lord  Ferrers  con« 
tiaued  to  drink  porter  till  he  be. 
came  drunk :  in  the  mean  time  the 
messenger  that  had  been  sent  for  the 
surgeon^  baring  at  length  found  him 
at  a  neighboring  lillage  about  Qje 
o'clock,  told  him  that  his  assistance 
was  wanted  for  Mr.  Johnson  at 
Stanton :  he  came  immediately  with 
the  messenger,  but  in  his  way  to 
Stanton  called  at  the  Lount,  where 
he  first  heard- that  Mr.  Johnson  had 
been  shot,  the  rumour  of  the  acci- 
dent having  by  that  time  reached 
all  the  neighboring  parts. 

When  he  came  to  the  hall  my 
lord  told  him  that  he  had  shot 
Johnson,  but  beliered  that  he  was 
more  frightened  than  hurt ;  that  he 
had  intended  to  shoot  him  dead,  for 
that  he  was  a  Tillain,  and  deserred 
to  die ;  <  but/  says  he, '  now  I  hare 
spared  his  life,  1  desire  you  would 
do  what  you  can  for  him.'  My 
lord  at  the  same  time  desired  that 
he  would  not  suffer  him  to  be  scbcd, 
and  declared,  if  any  one  should  at- 
tempt it,  he  would  shoot  him. 

Mr.  Kirkland,  who  wisely  de- 
termined to  say  whatever  might 
keep  Lord  Ferrers,  who  was  then 
in  liquor,  from  any  further  out- 
rages, told  him  that  he  should  not 
be  seized. 

The  patient  complained  of  a  vio- 
lent pain  in  his  bowels  ;  and  Mr. 
Kirkland  preparing  to  search  the 
wound,  my  lord  informed  him  of 
the  direction  of  it,  by  showing  him 
how  he  held  the  pistol  when  he 
fired  it.  Mr.  Kirkland  found  the 
ball  had  lodged  in  the  body,  at 
which  his  lordship  expressed  grtat 
surprise,  declaring  that  he  had  tried 


that  pistol  a  few  days  before,  and 
that  it  then  carried  a  ball  tbroigh 
a  deal  board  near  an  inch  and  a  h^ 
thick. 

Mr.  Kirkland  then  went  dowa 
stairs  to  prepare  some  drenings, 
and  my  lord  soon  after  left  the 
room.  From  this  time,  in  propor- 
tion  as  the  liquor,  which  he  conti- 
nued to  drink,  took  effect,  his  pas« 
sions  became  more  tomultooas,  and 
the  transient  fit  of  compassion, 
mixed  with  fear  for  himself,  gave 
way  to  starts  of  rage,  and  the  pie- 
dominanee  of  malice.  He  went  np 
iiito  the  room  where  Johnson  was 
dying,  and  pulled  him  by  the  wig, 
calling  him  villain,  and  threatening 
to  iihoot  him  throagh  the  head. 
The  lait  time  he  went  to  him  he  was 
with  great  difficulty  prevented  from 
tearing  the  clothes  off  the  bed, 
which  he  attempted  with  great  fury, 
that  he  might  strike  bin* 

A  proposal  was  made  to  my  lord^ 
by  Mrs.  Clifford,  that  Mr.  Johnsoo 
should  be  removed  to  his  own 
house;  but  he  replied  <  he  shall  not 
bo  removed  ;  I  will  keep  him  here 
to  plague  the  villain.'  Many  of 
these  expressions  were  uttered  In 
the  hearing  of  Miss  Johnson,  whose 
sufferings  in  such  a  situation  it  is 
easier  to  conceive  than  expreas ;  yet, 
after  his  abuse  of  her  father,  he  told 
her  that  if  he  died  he  would  take 
care  of  her  and  of  the  family,  pro* 
vided  they  did  not  prosecote* 

When  his  lordship  went  to  bed, 
which  was  between  eftevea  and 
twelve,  he  told  Mr.  Kirkland  that 
he  knew  he  could,  if  he  %oald,  set 
the  affair  in  such  a  light  as  to  pre- 
vent his  being  seized,  desiring  that 
he  might  see  him  before  he  went 
away  in  the  morning,  and  declar- 
ing that  he  would  rise  at  any  hour. 

Mr.  Kirkland,  for  hb  own  sake, 
was  very  solicitous  to  get  Mr.  John- 
son removed,  because,  if  he  died 
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where  he  waf ,  contrarj  to  (he  at* 
tannces  he  had  given  his  lordship, 
he  had  reason  (o  think  his  own  life 
would  be  in  danger.  As  soon  as 
my  lord  was  in  bed,  therefore,  he 
went  and  told  Mr.  Johnson  that  he 
wonld  take  care  he  should  be  re* 
moved  with  all  expedition. 

He  accordingly  went  to  the 
Loont,  and,  hafing  fitted  up  an 
easy  chair,  with  two  poles,  by  way 
of  a  sedan,  and  procured  a  guard, 
he  retarned  about  two  o'clock,  and 
carrkd  Mr.  Johnson  to  his  bouse, 
without  much  fatigue,  where  he 
languished  till  about  nine  the  next 
morning,  and  then  expired. 

As  soon  as  he  was  dead  the  neigh- 
boars  set  about  selling  the  mur- 
derer:  a  few  persons,  armed,  set 
o«t  for  Stanton,  and,  as  they  en- 
teied  the  halUyard,  Ihey  saw  him 
going  towards  the  stable,  as  they 
hnagined,  to  take  horse*  He  ap- 
peared  to  be  just  out  of  bed,  his 
itoeklngs  being  down,  and  his  gar- 
tort  in  his  hand,  hating  probably 
taken  the  alarm  immediately  on 
coming  out  pf  his  room,  and  find. 
lag  that  Johnson  had  been  remoTod* 

One  Springthorpe,  advancing  to- 
wards his  lordship,  presented  a  pis- 
tol, and  required  him  to  surrender ; 
but  my  lord  potting  his  hand  to  his ' 
pocket,  Springthorpe  imagined  he 
was  feeling  for  a  pistol,  and  stopped 
short,  being  probably  intimidated, 
and  suffered  bis  lordship  to  escape 
back  into  the  bouse,  where  he  fast- 
eaed  tlie  doors,  and  stood  upon  his 
defeoce* 

The  concourse  of  people  who  had 
come  to  apprehend  him  beset  the 
boase,  and  their  number  increased 
very  fast  In  about  two  hours  my 
lord  appeared  at  the  garret  win- 
dow, and  called  out  ^  How  is 
Johnson  ?*  Springthorpe  answered 
^  He  is  dead  ;'  upon  which  my  lord 
insulted  him,  caUed  him  liar,  and 
swore  he  would  not  beiiefo  any 


body  but  Kirkland.  Upon  being 
again  assured  he  was  dead,  he.de- 
sired  the  people  might  bo  dispersed, 
and  said  he  would  surrender ;  yety 
almost  in  the  same  breath,  he  do- 
sired  the  people  might  be  let  in, 
and  hate  some  rictuids  and  drink  ; 
but  the  issue  was,  ho  went  away 
from  the  window,  swearing  he 
would  not  be  taken. 

The  people,  howefer,  still  con- 
tinued near  the  house ;  and,  about 
two  hours  after  his  lordship  had 
appeared  at  the  garret  window,  ho 
was  seen  by  one  Cnrtis,  a  collier, 
upon  the  bowling-green:  my  lord 
was  then  armed  with  a  blunderbuss^ 
two  or  three  pistols,  and  a  dagger; 
but  Curtis,  so  far  from  being  inti. 
midated,  marched  op  boldly  to  him« 
in  spite  of  his  blunderbuss ;  and  my 
lord  was  so  struck  with  the  deter- 
mined  resolution  that  appeared  la 
this  brave  fellow,  that  he  suffered 
him  to  seize  him  without  making 
the  least  resistance ;  yet,  the  mo- 
ment he  was  in  custody,  declared 
he  had  killed  a  f illain,  and  that  he 
gloried  in  the  act. 

He  was  carried  from  Stanton  to 
a  public  house,  kept  by  one  Kin- 
sey,  at  Ashbj  de  la  Zooch,  where 
he  was  kept  till  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing, during  which  time  the  co- 
roner had  sat  upon  the  body,  and 
the  jury  had  brought  in  their  ver- 
dict—* Wilful  murder/ 

i*'rom  Ashby  de  la  Zouch  he  was 
sent  to  Leicester  gaol ;  from  thence^ 
about  a  fortnight  afterwards,  he 
was  brought  in  his  own  landaa  and 
six,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  arrived  on  the  14th 
of  February,  about  noon,  dressed 
like  a  jockey,  in  a  close  riding- 
frock,  jockey  t>oots  and  cap,  and' 
a  plain  shirt 

Being  carried  before  the  House 
of  Lords,  he  was  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  Black  Rod,  and 
ordered  to  the  Tower,  where  ho 
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arrived  about  six  o'clock  in  the 
efening,  having  behaved,  during 
the  whole  journey,  and  at  his 
commitment,  with  great  calmness 
and  propriety.  He  was  confined 
in  the  Hound  Tower,  near  the 
drawbridge:  two  wardens  were 
constantly  in  the  room  widi  him, 
and  one  at  the  door ;  two  sentinels 
were  posted  at  the  bottom  of  the 
stairs,  and  one  upbn  the  draw, 
bridge,  with  their  bayonets  Gxed ; 
and  from  this  time  the  gates  were 
ordered  to  be  shut  an  hour  sooner 
than  usual. 

Mrs*  Clifford  and  the  four  young 
ladies,  who  had  come  up  with  him 
from  Leicestershire,  took  a  lodging 
in  Tower  Street,  and  for  some  time 
^  servant  was  continually  passing 
with  letters  between  them ;  but 
afterwards  this  correspondence  was 
permitted  only  once  a  day. 

Duripg  his  con6nemcnt  he  was 
moderate  both  in  eating  and  drink« 
ing  ;  his  breakfast  was  a  half-pint 
basin  of  tea,  with  a  small  spoonful 
of  brandy  in  it,  and  a  muffin  ;  with 
his  dinner  he  generally  drank  a 
pint  of  wine  and  a  pint  of  water, 
and  another  pint  of  each  with  his 
supper.  In  general  his  behaviour 
was  decent  and  quiet,  except  that 
he  would  sometimes  suddenly  start, 
tear  open  his  waistcoat,  and  use 
other  gestures,  which  showed  that 
his  mind  was  disturbed. 
.  Mrs.  Clifford  came  three  times.to 
the  Tower  to  sec  him,  but  was  not 
admitted;  but  his  children  were 
suffered  to  bo  with  him  some  time. 

On  the  16tb  of  April,  having 
been  a  prisoner  iu  the  Tower  two 
months  and  two  days,  he  was 
brought  to  his  trial,  which  con- 
tinued till  the  18th,  before  the 
Houses  of  Lords,  assembled  for  that 
purpose ;  Lord  Henley,  Keeper  of 
the  Great  Seal,  having  been  created 
Lord  High  Stuward  upon  the  occa- 
sion. 


■  The  fact  waa  easily  proved,  and 
his  lordship,  in  his  defenosy  cu- 
mined  several  witnenea  to  piove 
his  insanify  ;  none  of  whom  proied 
SQch  an  insanity  as  made  hha  not 
accountable  for  hb  conduet.  His 
lordship  managed  his  defeDoe  hliu 
self,  in  such  a  maimer  at  ikiwed 
perfect  recollection  of  miod|  and 
an  uncommon  understanding;  he 
mentioned  the  situation  off  beiag 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  nitenpl* 
Ing  to  prove  himself  a  liinaliC)  that 
he  might  not  be  deemed  a  mar- 
derer,  with  the  most  delicate  aad 
affecting  sensibility ;  and,  when  he 
found  that  his  plea  eoold  not  avail 
him,  he  confessed  that  he  aude  it 
only  to  gratify  hb  friends  ;  that  ha 
waD  always  averse  to  it  himself; 
and  that  it  had  prevented  what  he 
had  proposed,  and  what  petfhaps 
might  have  taken  off  the  malignify, 
at  least,  of  the  accnsation. 

Hu  lordship,  immediately  apon 
conviction,  received  sentence  to  be 
hanged  on  Monday,  the  21st  of 
April,  and  then  to  be  anatomSaed ; 
but,  in  consideration  o(hia  rank,  the 
execution  of  this  sentenoe  was  res. 
pited  till  Monday,  the  5th  of  May. 

During  this  interval  he  made  a 
will,  by  which  he  left  one  thousand 
three  hundred  ponnds  to  Mr.  John- 
son's children ;  one  thousand  pounds 
to  each  of  his  four  natural  daugh- 
ters; and  sixty  pounds  a  year  to 
Mrs.  Clifford  for  her  life.  Thu 
will,  however,  being  made  after  Us 
conviction,  was  not  Talid ;  yet  it 
was  said  that  the  same,  or  nearly 
the  same,  provision  was  made  for 
the  parties. 

In  the  mean  time  a  scaffold  waa 
erected  under  the  gallows  at  Ty- 
burn, and  part  of  it,  about  a  yard 
square,  was  raised  about  eighteen 
inches  above  the  rest  of  the  floor, 
with  a  contrivance  to  sink  down 
upun  a  signal  given  ;  and  the  whole 
was  covered  with  black  baize. 


KNAPP  &  I)ALDW1N*»  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.       281 


»  In  the  morning'  of  the  6th'  of 
Hay^  about  nine  o*dock,  hii  body 
was  demanded  of  the  keeper,  at  the 
gates  of  the  Tower,  by  the  sheriffs 
of  Jxiodoo'  and  •  Middleiei.  His 
lordship)  being  informed  of  it,  sent 
a  message  to  die  sheriffs,  requesting 
that  he  might  go  in  his  own  landau, 
instead  of  tiie  mourning  coach  which 
had  been  profided  by  hip  friends; 
and  this  request  being  granted,  he 
entered  his  landao,  drawn  by  six 
horses^  with  Mr.  Humphries,  Chap- 
laiu  of  the  Tower,  who  had  been 
admitted  to  his  lordship  that  morn. 
log,  for  (he  first  time :  the  landau 
was  conducted  to  the  outer  gate  of 
the  Tower  by  the  officers  of  that 
fortress,  and  was  there  delif  ered  to 
the  sheriffs. 

Hews  Mr.  Sheriff  Vaillant  entered 
the  landau  of  his  lordship,  and,  ex* 
pressing  his  concern  at  hating  so 
■leUuicholy  a  duty  to  perform,  his 
kmlship  said '  lie  was  much  obliged 
lo  him,  and  took  it  kindly  that  he 
accompanied  him.' 

He  was  dressed  in  a  suit  of  light, 
colored  clothes,  embroidered  with 
silver,  said  to  be  his  wedding  suit ; 
and,  ioon  after  Mr.  Vaillant  came 
into  thciandau,  he  said  ^  You  may, 
perhaps,  Sir,  think  it  strange  to  see 
me  ill  Uihi  dress;  but  I  hare  my 
particular  reasons  for  it.* 

The  procession  then  began  in  the 
following  order  :— 
.    A  very  large  body  of  constables 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  pre. 
ceded  by  one  of  the  high  constables. 

A  party  of  horse*grcnadiers,  and 
a  party  of  foot* 

Mr.  Sheriff  Errington  in  his  cha. 
riot,  accompanied  by  his  under- 
sheriff,  Mr.  Jackson* 

The  landau,  escorted  by  two 
other  parties  of  horse-grenadiers 
and  foot. 

Mr.  Sheriff  VaiUant^s  carrhfi^e, 
in  which  was  his  uudcr-bheriff,  Mr. 
Nichols. 


'  A  iiioaniing.coaoh  and  six,  with 
some  of  iii»  lordship's  friends. 

A  hearse  and  six,  which  was  pro. 
fided  for  the  conreymnce  of  hit 
lordship's  corpse  from  the  place  of 
execution  to  Surgeons'  Hall. 

The  procession  nored  so  slow, 
that  my  lord  was  two  hour*  ^  and 
three  quarters  in  his  landau  ;  but 
during  the  whole  time  he  appear- 
ed perfectly  easy  and  composed, 
though  he  often  expressed  his  de- 
sire  to  have  it  orer,  saying' that 
^  the  apparatus  of  death,  and  the 
passing  through  'such  crowds  of 
people,  were  ten  times  worse  than 
death  itself.^ 

He  told  the  sheriff  that  he  had 
Written  to  the  king  to  beg  ^  that  be 
might  suffer  where  his  ancestor,  the 
Earl  of  Essex,  had  suffered ;  and 
was  in  greater  hopes  of  obtaining 
that  favour,  as  he  had  the  honour 
of  quartering  part  of  the  same  anus, 
and  of  being  allied  to  his  majesty  ; 
and  that  he  thought  It  was  hard 
that  he  must  die  at  the  place  ap* 
pointed  for  the  execution  of  com- 
mon felons.' 

Mr*  Humphries,  took  occasion  to 
observe,  that  ^  the  world  would 
naturally  be  very  inquisitiT»  con- 
cerning the  religion  hit  lordship 
professed,  and  asked  him  if  he 
chose  to  say  any  thing  upon  that 
subject;'  To  which  his  lordship 
answered,  ^  That  he  did  not  think 
himself  accountable  to  the  world 
for  his  sentiments  on  religion ;  but 
that  he  had  always  believed  in  and 
adored  one  God,  the  Maker  of  all 
thiog»  ;•— that,  whatever  his  notions 
were,  he  had  never  propagated 
them,  or  endeavored  to  gain  any 
persons  over  to  his  |)er suasion  ;— 
that  all  countries  and  nations  had 
a  form  of  religion  by  which  the 
fieople  were  governed,  and  that  he 
looked  upon  whoever  disturbed 
them  in  it  as  an  enemy  to  society.— 
That  he  very  muclU»lamed  my  Lord 
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BoHogbroke  for  permitting  his  sen- 
timeots  on  religion  to  be  publislied 
to  the  world. — ^Thmt  the  manj  facts 
and  disputes  which  happen  about 
religion  have  almost  turned  mo- 
rality out  of  doors.—- Thathe  never 
coald  believe  what  some  sectaries 
teach,  that  faith  alone  will  save 
mankind ;  so  that  if  a  man,  just 
before  he  dies,  should  saj  only  <<  1 
believe,"  that  thai  alone  will  save 
him.* 

As  to  the  crime  for  which  he 
suffered,  he  declared  ^  that  he  was 
under  particular  circumstances— 
that  he  had  met  with  so  many 
crosses  and  vexations,  ho  scarce 
knew  what  he  did:'  and  most  so- 
lemnlj  protested  ^  that  he  had  ndt 
the  least  malice  against  Mr.  John, 
son.' 

When  his  lordship  had  got  to 
that  part  of  Ilolborn  which  is  near 
Drurj  Lane,  be  said  <  he  was 
thirttj,  and  should  be  glad  of  a 
glass  of  wine  and  water;'  upon 
which  the  sheriflfs  remonstrating  to 
him,  <  that  a  stop  for  that  purpose 
would  necessarily  draw  a  greater 
crowd  about  him,  which  might  pos. 
sibly  disturb  and  incommode  him, 
yet,  if  his  lordship  still  desired  it, 
it  should  be  done,'  he  most  readily 
answered,  ^  that's  true— I  BAy  no 
more— let  us  by  no  means  stop.' 

When  they  approached  near  the 
place  of  execution,  his  lordship  told 
the  sheriff  ^  (hat  there  was  a  person' 
waiting  in  a  coach  near  there,  for 
whom  he  had  a  very  sincere  regard; 
and  of  whom  he  should  be  glad  to 
take  his  leave  before  ho  died ;'  to 
which  the  sheriff  answered,  that, 
'  if  his  lordship  insisted  upon  it,  it 
should  be  so;  but  that  he  wished 
his  lordship,  for  his  own  sake, 
would  decline  it,  lest  the  sight  of  a 
person,  for  whom  he  had  such  a 
regard,  should  unman  him,  and 
disarm  him  of  the  fortitude  he  pos- 
sessed.'—To    i^ich   his  lordship, 


without  the  least  hosltadon,  re« 
plied,  «  Sir,  if  yoa  think  I  am 
wrong,  I  submit:*  and  npon  the 
sheriff  telling  hb  loidship  that  if  he 
had  any  thing  to  ddlrer  to  that 
person,  or  any  one  else,  he  would 
faithfully  do  it,  his  lordship  ddU 
vered  to  him  a  pocket-book,  in 
which  were  a  bank-note  and  a  ring, 
and  a  perse  with  some  gaioeas,  ia 
order  to  be  delivered  to  that  person, 
which  were  delivered  aceordingly. 

The  landau  being  now  advanced 
to  the  place  of  execution,  hia  lord. 
ship  alighted  from  it,  and  asceadcd 
upon  the  scaffold  with  4he  sane 
composure  and  fortitude  of  mind 
he  had  possessed  from  the  time  he 
left  the  Tower.  Seon  after  he  had 
mounted  the  scaffold,  Mr.  Hnen 
pbries  asked  his  lordship  if  h»chose 
to  say  prayers  ;  which  he  declined; 
but,  upon  his  asking  him  ^  if  he 
did  not  choose  to  join  with  him  in 
the  Lord's  Prayer,'  he  readily  an« 
swered  '  he  would,  for  he  always 
thought  it  a  very  fine  prayer ;'  apoa 
which  they  knelt  down  together 
upon  two  cushions,  covered  with 
black  baize  ;  and  hb  lordship,  with 
an  audible  voice*  very  devoutly  re* 
peated  the  Lord*s  Prayer,  and  af- 
terwards,  with  great  energy,'  the 
following  ejaculation  :  *  O  God^ 
forgive  me  all  my  errors— pardon 
all  my  sins  I' 

His  lordship,  then  rising,  took  hb 
leave  of  the  sheriff  and  the  chap, 
lain  ;  and,  after  thanking  them  for 
their  many  civilities,  he  presented 
hb  watch  to  Mr.  Sheriff  VaOlant, 
which  he  desired  his  acceptance  of; 
and  requested  that  his  body  might 
be  buried  at  Breden  or  Stanton,  io 
Leicestershire. 

Uis  lordship  then  called  for  the 
executioner,  who  immediately  came 
io  him,  and  asked  him  forgiveness  ; 
upon  which  his  lordship  said  ^  I 
freely  forgive  you,  as  I  do  all  man- 
kind, and  hope  myself  to  be  for- 
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giTen.'  He  then  intended  to  gife 
the eieeutioner  five  gnitieas)  but,  by 
miitake,  gifing  it  into  the  handf  of 
the  executioner's  Assiitant,  an  un. 
seaionable  dispute  ensued  between 
those  onthluking  and  unfeeling 
wretches,  which  Mr,  Sheriff  Vail- 
lant  instentlj  silenced. 

The  esccutioner  Chen  proceeded 
to  do  bis  duty,  to  which  his  lord- 
ship, with  great  resignation,  9ttb« 
mltted.  His  neckcloth  being  taken 
off,  a  white  cap,  which  he  had 
brought  In  his  pocket,  being  put 
upon  his  head,  his  arms  secured  by 
a  black  sash,  and  the  cord  put 
ronnd  his  neck,  he  advanced  by 
three  steps  to  the  elefated  part  of 
the  icaflbid,  and,  standing  under 
the  cross-beam  which  went  over  it, 
which  was  also  cofcred  with  black 
baiie,  he  asked  the  executioner 
*  Am  I  right?'  Then  the  cap  was 
drawn  oter  his  face,  and,  upon  a 
signal  given  by  the  sheriff,  (for  his 
lordship,  upon  being  before  asked, 
declined  to  gife  one  himself,)  that 
part  upon  which  he  stood  instantly 
sunk  down  from  beneath  his  feet, 
and  he  >¥as  launched  into  eternity 
May  the  5th,  1760. 


From  the  time  of  his  lordship's 
ascending  upon  the  scaffold,  until 
his  execution,  was  about  eight  mi- 
nutes ;  during  which  his  counte- 
nance did  not  change^  nor  his  tongue 
falter. 

The  accustomed  time  of  one  hour 
being  past,  the  coffin  was  raised  up, 
with  the  greatest  decency,  to  re- 
ceive the  body;  and,  being  depo* 
sited  in  the  hearse,  was  convoyed 
by  the  sheriffsi  with  the  same  pro- 
cession, to  Surgeons'  Hall,  to  un. 
dergo  the  remainder  of  the  sen- 
tence. 

A  large  incision  was  made  from 
the  neck  to  the  bottom  of  the 
breast,  and  another  across  the 
throat;  the  lower  part  of  the  belly 
was  laid  open,  and  the  bowels 
taken  away.  It  was  afterwards 
publicly  exposed  to  view  in  a  room 
up  one  pair  of  stairs  at  the  Hall ; 
and  on  the  evening  of  Thursday, 
the  8th  of  May,  it  was  delivered  to 
his  friends  for  Interment. 

The  following  Terse  Is  said  to 
haTc  been  found  In  his  apartment : 

'  In  doubt  I  liv'd,  in  douht  I  die. 

Yet  stand  prepared  the  vast«bjn  to  try. 

And,  undisioa3ed,  eipect  eternity.' 


PATRICK  MCCARTY, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDEU* 


Had  this  malefactor's  execution 
been  deferred  but  one  single  day, 
he  might,  in  all  probability,  have 
survived  many  ycarii;  as  the  day 
after,  early  in  the  morning,  King 
George  II.  died ;  and  the  succeed- 
ing  monarch,  in  order  that  all  may 
hail  with  joy  his  accession,  accord- 
ing to  ancient  custom,  grants  a  ge- 
neral amnesty  and  pardon  to  cri- 
minals* 

A  Marshalsea  writ  having  been 
usoed  against  M^Carty,  an  officer 
of  that  court,  of  the  name  of  Wil- 
liam Talbot,  was  employed  to  exe- 
cute the  warrant  granted,  thereon. 


He  met  the  defendant  near  Drury 
Lane,  and  told  him  that  he  had  a 
warrant  against  him,  when  M^Carty 
asked  ^  at  whose  suit  ?'  Being  in. 
formed,  he  requested  the  officer  to 
step  with  him  into  the  King's  Head 
public  house,  the  corner  of  Prince's 
Street.  They  had  not  been  many 
minutes  in  the  house,  when,  with- 
out any  har«h  words  having  passed 
between  them,  M'Carty  suddenly 
drew  from  his  pocket  a  large  knife, 
stabbed  the  officer  to  the  heart,  and 
then  ran  off.  He  was,  however, 
pursued,  and  taken  by  a  soldier, 
in  Yere  Street,  Clare  Market,  and 
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mrie^  before  Sir  John  Picliihg, 
Wkor  commiUeil  him  to  Newgate. 
-  At  the  next  tcsiiioiis  he  was  con- 
i^icted  of  this  wanton  murder;  and 
execttted  at  the  bottom  of  Bow 
Street,  Coven t  Garden,  October 
the  <24th,  1700.  <:  - 

'  It  must  bo  admitted  thai  tbii  un- 
fortonate  man"  was  seized  with  a 
sudden  gust  of  patsion,  the  affect 
of  desperation,  lie  could  ha?e  had 
no  ill  will  against  tbe-officcr;  the 


dread  of  continement,  aiid  ptekaps 
tniin,  must  alone  have  ImpeNcd  him 
to  the  fatal  act.  So  m^  hi*  fate 
b^  another  lesson  on  the  necessity 
Of  curbing  our  iMissiontl  ' 

This  malefactor  was  bonv  inr  lie- 
land,  and,  like  a  great  majority  of 
the  lower  order  of  people  then*, 
was  a  Roman  Catholic*  He  was 
attended  by  a  priest  of  that  penua- 
sion,  and  appeared  to  die  umlep  its 
consolation. 


ISAAC  DARKINGj^ii-is  DUMAS, 

ULECUTLO  FOR  HIGUWAY  ROBBERY. 


This  malefactor  was.lxorn  in  East- 
cheap,  where  his  father  carried  on 
the  business  of  a  cork-cuttur. 
While  very  young  he  gate  pregnant 
proofs  of  his  attachment  to  what  is 
called  pleasure :  a  life  of  gaiety  and 
dissipation  had  too  many  charms  for 
him ;  and  ho  was  hailed  among  the 
young  rakes,  and  even  the  ladies  of 
the  town,  as  a  youth  of  very  sope. 
Tior  qualifications. 

tiis  attachment  to  women  was  rc« 
markable ;  and  this  leading  him 
info  great  expense,  he  had  rccouise 
to  the  highway  to  support  his  cx«. 
travagancc ;  the  consequence  of 
which  was  that  he  was  anprchended, 
and,  being  tried  at  Chelmsford,  was 
capitally  coiiTictcil,  ami  received 
sentence  of  death  ;  but,  bring  then 
very  young,  the  judge  respited  him 
till  the  following  assizes,  when  he 
obtained  a  pardon,  on  the  condi* 
tion  of  transportation  for  fourteen 
years. 

Previous,  however,  to  his  being 
transported,  the  prisoners  had 
formed  a  design  of  murdering  the 
keeper,  turnkey,  &c.  in  order  to 
eflcrt  their  escape;  and  Darking 
having  obtained  some  knowledge  of 
the  secret,  he  made  a  discovery  of 
it;  the  consequence  of  which  was 
that  his  sentence  of  trans portation 
was  remitted,  on  (lie  terms  of  liis 


serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  planta^ 
tions. 

'  Hereupon  he  was  conducted Uo 
the  Savoy  prison  in  London,  wkeaco 
he  made  several  efforts  to  escape; 
but,  not  succeeding,  he  at  IgngtJi 
sailed  with  many  others,  andi  was 
put  on  shore  at  Antigua;  but  the 
life  of  a  soldier  being  highly  disa- 
greeable to  him,  be  dotermlned  to 
^uit  live  servico  without  pcmiaaioa 
as  soon  as  possible. 
.  Ho  had  not  been  long  on  the 
island  before  he  ingratiated  him- 
self with  the  captain  of  a  ship^  to 
VI  hum  he  promi^sed  a  large  reward 
if  he  would  land  him  in  England. 
Hereupon  the  captain  took  him  on 
board,  and  concealed  him  in  the 
hold  of  the  ship;  so  that^  though 
diligent  search  was  made  after  Udi 
he  escaped  undiscovered* 

On  hU  arrival  in  his  native  cona- 
tfy  he  renewed  his  depredatioiit  oa 
the  highway,  aud  committed  a  la- 
riety  of  rv>bberies  in  the  wertern 
counties,  and  in  the  middle  of  dM 
kingdom  ;  but,  apprehensive  of  the 
consequences  that  might  ensue, .he 
entered  on  board  the  lloyal  Gcofga 
man  of  war,  in  which  he  vas  rated 
as  a  midshipman.  In  the  saouMr 
of  (he  year  1760  the  ship  laf  at 
PorismuiUh  ;  aud  Dirking,  gictitiiig 
leave  of  absence  .lor  some  wocksi 
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employed  thit  interval  In  commit, 
ting  a  Tiriety  of  robberies,  of  which 
the  most  cemarkabic  was  the  foU 
lowing  :*— 

l^nl  Percival  l>eing  travelling 
tlie  Dath  road  on  (he*  ^d  of  Jnne,- 
Darking  met  him  near  the  Devizes, 
and  presented  a  pistol,  demanding 
his  money  on  pain  of  instant  death. 
The  highwayman  had  a  crape  over 
his  face.  Lord  Percival  gave  Maiv 
thirteen  guineas ;  but,  dissatisfied 
with  that  sum,  he  insisted  on  having 
more;  on  which  hi.H  lordship  wa9 
so  provoked  that  he  forced  the 
pistol  from  bis  hand,  and,  palling 
him  to  the  ground,  leapt  from  the 
chaise  to  take  htm  into  custody. 
Darking  now  ran  away,  and  Lord 
Percival  pursued  him.  The  high, 
vrayman  turned  about,  presented  a 
pistol,  and  demanded  his  purse: 
but  hii  lordship  declaring  he  bad  no 
mbre  money,  Darking  mounted  his 
kone,  and  rode  oflf,  having  first  do* 
lircd  that  Lord  Percival  would  not 
appear  against  him  if  he  shoold  be 
tried. 

Being  apprehended  on  the  fol. 
lowing  day,  he  was  committed  to 
prison,  and  lirought  to  trial  at  the 
neat  assizes  held  at  Salisbury,  when 
he  was  acquitted,  becansc  Lord 
Pbreirval  would  not  swear  positively 
to  hit  person :  yet  the  circum* 
itancfliB  against  him  were  remarks 
ably  strong;  for  the  money  found 
oa  kim  agreed  with  what  Lord 
IVroival  had  been  nibbed  of,  a 
piitol  was  in  hb  |x>ssession  which 
appearod  to  natch  with  that  his 
lordihip  had  lost,  and  a  piece  of 
crape  was  foand  in  his  pocket. 

la  consequence  of  questions 
asked  on  this  trial,  Darking  said 
that  ha  was  bom  in  the  West  In* 
dies,  and  was  quite  a  stranger  to 
this  country  ;  that,  on  his  way  from 
Balk  to  Portsmouth,  ho  had  lost 
his  road ;  that,  on  the  approach  of 
eight,  he  went  to  a  village  to  vc< 


fresh  himself;  and  that,  when  he 
was  apprehended,  it  could  be  no 
wonder  that  a  benighted  traveller 
should  appear  confused.  He  owncil 
that  he  had  friends  in  England  ;  but 
they  did  not  live  near  enough  to  do 
him  any  service  on  that  occasion. 

He  declared  that  be  had  pur. 
chased  a  pair  of  pistols,  one  of 
which  he  had  lost  on  the  road,  and 
was  probably  picked  up  by  the 
person  who  committed  the  rolibery 
with  which  he  was  charged,  lie 
said  that  (he  confusiion  he  appeared 
in  when  taken  arose  from  his  being 
accused  of  a  crime  of  which  ho  was 
innocent ;  and  accounted  for  thu 
crape  found  in  his  possession  by 
saying  it  was  what  ho  had  worn  as 
a  neckcloth,  having  been  in  the 
king's  service  at  the  taking  of  Gua- 
daloupe. 

Darking  was  no  sooner  acquitted 
than  he  asked  for  some  money, 
which  had  been  taken  from  him  on 
his  apprehension,  which  tho  Court 
directed  to  be  delivered  to:  him ; 
and  then  the  judge  dismissed  him, 
having  remarked  on  the  generosity 
of  his  prosecutor,  and  adf  ised  biov 
to  leave  otf  such  dangerous  practices' 
as  those  ip  which  he  had  been  con-- 
corned. 

Using  told  he  was  now  kt  his  own 
diiipoial,  he  seeoMd  full  of  anxiety 
till  bis  fetters  were  knocked  off,  and 
then  ho  immediately  set  out  for 
London  in  a  ])(Mt.cliaise.  ' 

Dorini;  his  confinement  at  Salis- 
bury his  genteel  accomplishmenU 
were  inuch  the  subject  of  tea-table 
conversation  ;  and  he  was  visiteil 
by  the  ladies,  who  seemed  delighted 
with  his  diifoourse.  These  drcurn. 
stsnces  gave  rise  to  the  following 
lines,  whieh  were  published  in  tho 
newspapers  on  his  acquittal  3<^» 

'  Jov  lu  iHec,  lovel,v  thief!  that  tliuii 
I  last  'scupod  the  iutnt  »lriiig  ', 
Let  galluwft  groar.  with  ugly  ri»gti», 
lymuM  muit  never  iwiuk. 
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D-Mt  rhu«  ttisk  noaey  ?  to  dij 
Our  pann  ««'Il  resign  ;         ^ 

CiuM  we  liur  hearu  id  ^inuM  coin* 
Tbnie  goiueu  ail  were  thioe. 

To  Both  in  wfety  let  oij  lord  ' 

HiS  I^Miled  podurs  carry  : 
Thoa  ne'er  a^ain  «hail  tempc  rhe  reed. 

Sweet  fovih '.  if  cfaov  wiJc  eurrj. 

No  more  shall  niggard  travellm 
Avoid  chce  ;— we*ll  intore  'em  : 

Ti>  oa  choa  ihalc  cootign  tkj  bails 
And  piatols; — we'll  leauc  'cok 


Yec  think  noc  when  liie  ebaias  are  oJ« 
Which  now  thj  Icgj  bedeck, 

Tn  (I5 ;  m  feucra  soiter  far 
We'll  cliain  cbee  bj  the  arck.' 

Dirking  was  so  dbtingabhcd  bj 
the  gracefalness  of  liis  pcrsoo  tkal 
lie  was  Ike  favorite  of  anthiaking 
women  wherever  he  came;  ami  it 
is  probable  that,  after  this  evape 
at  Salubarj,  he  might  have  married 
some  woman  of  fortane  if  he  cooU 
hate  divested  himself  of  hb  an. 
kappj  tarn  to  eitravagaace,  which 
led  htm  to  the  faighwaj  wheaerer 
ke  wanted  a  nipplj. 

Soon  after  his  retam  to  Londoa 
be  commenced  his  former  practioei| 
infesting  the  roads  roaml  the  me- 
tropolis for  more  tkan  six  months, 
spending  at  bag niosy  gamiog^honsesp 
and  taverns,  what  he  acqaired  by 
his  lawless  practices. 

Hu  robberies  near  town  bad  been 
so  nnmerous  tkat  he  became  appre- 
kensire  of  detection,  and  tkerefore 
retired  farther  into  the  countrj, 
where  he  continued  to  rob  some 
time;  but  at  length  retnmed  to 
I^ondon, 

Having  hired  a  horse  in  Picca- 
dilly, he  travelled  to  Oxford,  where 
he  slept ;  and  the  next  day,  return* 
ing  Cowards  London,  he  stopped  a 
gentleman,  named  Gammon,  near 
Nettlebed,  and  robbed  him  of  his 
watch  and  money.  Darking  now 
turned  back ;  but  the  gentleman 
proceeded  towards  town,  having 
first  stopped  at  an  inn,  and  left  a 
description  of  the  highwayman. 


Mr.  GaaaoB  ana  box  Been  gone 
more  than  twokoart  whiB  DaiUng 
called  at  tke  same  ina,  aadgava 
tkc  landlord  two  lettm  firaeied  to 
womcw  in  Loadoa ;  snying  tkat  ke 
skoaU  not  go  to  town  for  two  or 
tkree  day%»  aad  begging  tkat  the 
letters  migkt  be  forwarded. 

From  the  dssciiptioa  tkat  Mr. 
Gammoo  had  gfvea,  tke  laadkiid 
coadaded  tkat  IteUag  was  tke 
robber :  jtt,  as  ke  carrM  pistols, 
kedid  not  dhoose  to  secare  kirn;  bat 
Bo  sooner  was  ke  departed  tkaa  tke 
landlord  enclosed  the  letters  ia  a 
cover,  and  scat  dbem  to  Loadoa  by 
tke  pott,  directed  to  Mr.  GamMm. 

Tkese  letters  giving  a  kmnriedgs 
of  Darking's  ludgiagt,  Mr.  Gaia- 
mon  applied  to  Sir  Joka  Ficldiag; 
in  conseqoeace  of  jMA  proper 
measares  were  takeo  for  tke  appre^ 
kension  of  Diking,  who  was  fiMnd 
in  bed,  soew  daya  afterwards,  wltk 
a  woama  of  tka  Iowa.  Ho  aaie 
aa  attempt  to  ewqpa  oat  of  tiM 
window,  bat  was  sooa  secared^  and 
lodged  in  Newgate. 

On  tke  approack  of  tke  aisixes 
ke  wau  removed  to  Oxford  by  a 
writ  of  kabcas  corpai ;  and,  bong 
tried  before  Baron  Adams,  was  con- 
victed on  the  clearest  eraleaee. 
When  he  was  brought  to  tke  bar  to 
receive  sentence  ot  deatk  ke  be- 
sougkt  tiie  ckmeocy  of  tke  jadca, 
petitioning  to  be  transported  for 
life :  in  answer  to  this  petitioakb 
lordship  addressed  him  at  follows  : 

*  Young  man,  you  kara  been  ar- 
raigned upon  an  indictment  for  a 
robbery  on  tke  <  king's  kigkway. 
and  have  been  foaad  gallty  after  a 
fair  and  candid  trial.  From  yoar 
yonth,  yon  might  have  expected  to 
hare  lived  many  yean ;  aad,  from 
yoar  education,  migkt  kara  beeo  a 
comfort  to  yoar  fiiiands  aad  rela* 
tions,  au  wd  as  a  serrioe  to  jwu 
country ;  but  yoar  engaging  in 
▼icions  and  immoral  coaises  ktUk  at 
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latt  brought  you  to  this  untimely 
end. 

^  A  day  of  this  sort  you  could  not 
but  ha?e  expected,  and  it  hath  now 
OTcrtakcn  you.  Happy  would  it 
ha?e  been  for  you  that  your  former 
dcliTerance,  in  a  situation  such  as 
this,  had  been  a  memento  to  ^ou 
to  haTC  altered  your  conduct.  I 
hope  your  present  circumstauccs 
will  haTC  a  better  cflcct  upon  you, 
and  induce  you  to  repentance. 
]tf  ake  proper  use  of  the  time  you 
have  to  Utc,  in  endeaToring  to 
make  your  peace  with  God,  for  you 
will  soon  be  in  another  world  :  your 
application  to  me  for  mercy  is  quite 
in  Tain ;  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
grant  it ;  from  the  king  alone  it  is 
to  be  expected,  of  which,  however, 
I  can  giTC  you  but  little,  fery  little, 
hope.' 

Daring  the  time  this  malefactor 
was  in  prison  he  frequently  diverted 
himself  with  reading  The  'Beggari* 
Opera,     lie  likewise  drank  freely ; 


nor  did  he  seem  to  entertain  a  pro* 
per  sense  of  the  horrid  situation  to 
which  his  vices  had  reduced  him. 

On  the  day  of  execution  his  be- 
haviour was  remarkably  intre(dd; 
and,  at  the  place  of  his  deatii,  he 
fitted  the  halter  to  his  neck,  and 
threw  himself  off  with  great  ap- 
pearance of  determined  resolution. 

This  criminal  was  hanged  at  Ox. 
ford  on  the  i6th  of  April,  1761. 

After  the  pathetic  address  deli- 
vered by  the  judge  to  this  convict 
it  will  be  the  less  necessary  io  make 
any  particular  remarks  on  his  case. 
Those  whose  vices  may  have  tempted 
them  to  the  commissiori  of  crimes 
within  the  cognizance  of  the  law, 
and  who  have  not  enough  of  virtue 
remaining  to  take  proper  warning, 
and  reform  after  conviction  and 
conditional  pardon,  deserve  the 
fate  they  meet ;  and  ought  to-  die 
un pitied,  as  they  have  lived  enemies 
to  the  repose  of  their  fellow-crea- 
tures ! 


THOMAS  ANDREWS, 

CONVICTED  OF  AN  UNNATURAL  CHIME. 


This  miserable  wretch,  who  had 
formerly  lived  in  good  credit,  kept 
a  public  bouse  at  Pye  Corner,  near 
Smithfield,  known  bj  the  sign  of 
the  Fortune  of  War,  where  ho  had 
as  much  business  as  enabled  him  to 
support  his  family  in  some  degree 
of  eredit. 

John  Finnimore,  a  servant  out 
of  place,  who  had  been  acquainted 
with  Andrews  when  he  (Finnimore) 
lived  with  Mrs.  Mead,  in  Red  Lion 
Court,  behind  Saint  Sepulchre*s 
church,  called  on  Andrews,  to  in- 
quire  if  he  could  help  him  to  a  ser- 
irice.  Andrews's  wife  being  now 
out  of  town,  he  told  Finnimore  that 
he  was  welcome  to  sleep  at  his 
house ;  but  the  other  declined  it  for 
that  night,  as  Mrs.  Mead  had  given 
him  permission  to  lodge  at  hers. 
On  the  following  day  Finnimore 


went  to  Andrews's  with  an  ac- 
quaintance; and,  after  they  had 
dranlL  together,  Finnimore  hinted 
that  Mrs.  Mead  had  not  offered 
him  a  lodging  for  the  second  night ; 
on  which  Andrews  told  him  that, 
as  his  wife  was  still  out  of  town,  he 
was  welcome  to  a  share  of  his  bed. 
Hereupon  Finnimore  went  away 
with  his  acquaintance,  and  returned 
about  nine  o'clock  In  the  evoiing. 

There  were  at  that  time  a  consi- 
derable number  of  people  in  the 
house ;  and  when  they  were  gone^ 
which  was  not  till  near  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  Andrews  locked 
the  doors,  and  he  and  Finnimore 
went  to  bed  together. 

What  passed,  or  was  presumed 
to  pass,  till  daylight,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  relate  with  any  kind  of  re- 
gard to  the  laws  of  decency. 
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In  the  morning  Andrews  oponed 
the  door,  and  Finnimorc,  going 
out  without  exchanging  a  word  with 
hinoy  went  to  hu  acquaintance, 
whom  he  foond  at  the  George,  in 
Leather  Lane,  looking  after  some 
horsei,  which  he  drove,  being 
coachman  to  a  j^entleman  who  put 
up  his  cattle  at  that  place. 

The  coachman  asked  Finnimore 
to  carry  a  letter  to  Clapham  ;  but 
he  »aid  he  coulil  not  go,  and  as- 
signed such  reasons  as  accounted 
for  his  incapacity. 

Hereupon  the  coachman  advised 
Finnimore  to  have  Andrews  taken 
into  custody ;  and  on  the  following 
day  a  warrant  was  procured  for  this 
purpose ;  but,  when  the  constable 
went  to  take  Andrews  into  custody, 
he  charged  him  likewise  with  Fin* 
nimore,  on  which  the  constable  took 
charge  of  them  both. 

The  constable  condnctcd  them  to 
the  Mansion-house ;  but  the  lonl 
mayor  being  absent,  they  were  con- 
veyed to  the  houses. of  two  alder- 
men, neither  of  whom  happening  to 
be  at  home,  Finnimore  was  lodged 
for  that  night  in  Bridewell,  and  An- 
drews in  the  Compter. 

On  the  following  day  they  were 
carried  before  Sir  Robert  Lad. 
broke,  the  sitting  alderman  at 
Guildhall,  when  Finnimore  made 
such  a  charge  agp.inst  Andrews  that 
he  was  committed  to  Newgate. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  Andrews 
was  brought  to  his  trial  at  the  Old 


Bailey,  when  Finnimore  gave  sach 
a  clear  account  of  the  horrid  transa 
action  that  the  jury  did  not  hesi. 
tatc  to  find  the  prisoner  guilty,  and 
he  received  sentence  of  death. 

Notwithstanding  this  coavictioB 
on  evidence  the  most  complete  that 
the  nature'of  such  a  case  would  allow, 
A  conviction  that  left  no  doubt  of 
Aiidrews*sguilt  in  the  mind  of  the 
public,  yet  such  interest  was  made 
that  he  was  indulged  with  a  reprieve, 
and  afterwards  obtained  a  full  par- 
don. 

Andrews  was  discharged  from 
Newgate  in  the  month  of  July, 
1761. 

What  sort  of  interest  it  was  that 
procured  a  pardon  for  this  man,  it 
may  be  improper,  because  it  could 
hardly  be  decent,  to  ;ay«  It  is  a 
subject  that  the  delicate  pen  scarcely 
knows  how  to  touch:  but  par- 
doned he  waj,  to  the  astonishment 
of  nine  persons  in  ten  who  koew 
any  thing  of  the  case. 

The  writer  of  this  narrative  was 
well  acquainted  with  two  of  the 
gentlemen  that  were  of  the  jury  that 
convicted  Andrews ;  and  he  has 
been  repeatedly  assured  by  them 
that  the  strength  of  the  evidence 
against  him  was  such  that  no  kind 
of  doubt  could  remaio  of  his  guilt 
Let  the  rest  be  buried,  as  it  ought 
to  be,  in  obscurity ;  and  we  believe 
our  readers  will  thank  us  that  thb 
obnoxious  story  is  one  of  ttb 
shortest  in  our  collection. 


ROBEUT  GREENSTliEET, 

EXECUTED  FOU  TUC  ML'RDEtt  OF  UlS  MISTER. 


This  man  served  his  apprentice- 
ship with  a  Mr.  Souch,  a  fish-hook 
maker,  in  Crooked  Lane,  London, 
by  whom  he  had  been  so  kindly 
treated,  that  after  the  expiration  of 
his  time  he  continued  to  work  with 
him  as  a  journeyman. 

Cireenstreet  seems  to  have  been 
of  u  discontented  mind,  for  he  was 


often  urgmg  an  iocrcaso  of  wages 
more  than  that  humble  trade  would 
allow. 

One  day,  having  again  intro- 
duced the  subject  to  his  old  and 
kind  master,  now  bending  under 
the  weight  of  many  years,  it  led  to 
a  dispute.  In  which  the  young  viU 
lain  felled  the  poor  old  man  to  the 
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which  a  wonum  eao  possibly  treat 
a  husband. 

The  whole  proof  adduced  a^inst 
him  was  circomsCantial ;  and  we 
hope  no  jury  sitling  upon  the  life 
of  their  fellow- creature  will  again 
convict  a  man  on  sach  evidence. 

That  they  erred  in  their  judg- 
ment, or,  at  all  events,  that  the 
Privy  Council  of  the  realm  differed 
from  them  in  opinion,  is  evident, 
from  the  unfortunate  man  immedi. 
ately  receiving  the  king's  pardon. 

But,  that  every  one  may  form  a 
judgment  on  the  case*  we  shall  simply 
narrate  the  circumstances  drawn 
from  the  different  publicationi  of 
the  day,  including  his  own  confes- 
sion. 

Thomas  Daniels  was  a  journey- 
man carpenter,  and  about  the  year 
1757,  at  which  time  he  «iorked 
with  his  father,  be  became  ac- 
quainted with  Sarah  Carridine,  a 
Tery  pretty  girl,  who  was  servant 
at  a  public  honae ;  this  girl  he  was 
Tery  desirous  to  marry^  but  his  father 
and  mother  would  not  consent,  be- 
cause she  bad  lived  in  an  ale- 
bouse.  After  consulting  with  the 
girl,  and  the  girl's  mother,  it  was 
agreed  they  should  lire  together 
without  being  marrieli.  The  mo- 
ther, therefore,  took  a  lodging  for 
them,  to  which  Daniels  removed. 
His  father,  however,  soon  found 
out  what  he  had  done,  upon  which 
a  quarrel  ensued,  and  he  deter, 
mined  to  work  with  his  father  no 
longer. 

As  be  was  going  about  seeking 
employment  elsewhere,  he  met  with 
some  of  his  acquaintance,  who  had 
entered  on  board  the  Britannia  pri- 
Tateer,  and  they  persuaded  him  to 
enter  also. 

When  he  went  home,  and  told 
Carridine  what  he  had  done,  she 
fell  into  violent  fits  of  crying,  and 
was,  with  great  diflBculty,  pacified, 
ky  his  lelliBg  her  that  tha  cruise 


was  but  for  six  months,  that  ha 
hoped  he  should  make  his  fortune, 
and  that  he  would  marry  her  when 
he  came  tuck,  advising  her,  in  tha 
mean  time,  to  go  to  service. 

In  this  situation  she  was  natn- 
rally  exposed  to  great  danger.  It 
is  probable  that  her  grief  was  mixed 
with  resentment ;  that  she  consi. 
dered  herself  as  slighted  and  de- 
serted ;  and  that  she  doubted  whe- 
ther he  would  return  again,  and,  if 
he  did,  whether  he,  who  could  so 
soon  forsake  her,  would  make  good 
his  engagement ;  at  the  same  tiase, 
having  been  already  debanched,  she 
was  not  restrained  by  the  powerful 
motives  from  which  women  resist 
solicitations  to  the  first  fault,  and 
she  was  under  every  possible- temp* 
tation  to  form  another  conneaon 
that  was  likely  to  be  more  ocrtaia 
and  durable. 

Under  all  these  disadvantage  she 
was  seduced  fay  one  John  Jones,  a 
founder,  a  wreikch  who  had  been  the 
intimate  acquaintance  of  Daniels, 
and  professed  great  friendship  for 
him.  This  fellow  promised  to 
marry  her  if  Danieb  did  not  re-, 
turn ;  that,  if  he  did,  ke  woald  con- 
tinue hh  kindness  to  iwr ;  and  that, 
if  he  should  die  himseH^  he  would 
leave  her  all  hb  gooda,  and  all  hk 
interest  in  the  capital  of  a  box- 
dub,  to  which  he  belonged. 

Not  long  after  this  c*iMnBTion  be- 
tween Carridine  and  Jonea,  Dkaiels 
came  home,  baring  been  absitet 
about  eight  months.  As  toon  as 
he  came  to  London  he  went  to 
Mr.  Archer's,  who  kept  the  White 
Bear,  at  the  comer  of  Barbican, 
in  Aldersgate  Street,  whom  he 
called  his  master,  and  sent  for 
his  father  and  mother,  with  whom 
he  spent  an  agreealrie  evening. 
He  then  inquired  of  Mrs.  Archer 
after  Carridine;  and  %he  referred 
him  to  Jones.  Jones  took  him 
over  the  water  to  an  alahonsa  near 
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tta  Bridfe»fool|  where  he  ttw 
her.  At  this  time  the  lived  with 
her  mother,  and  Daniels  took  a 
lodging  in  the  tame  house  with 
Jonei,  who,  pretending  great  friend. 
•hip  for  them  both,  urged  Daniels 
to  marry,  going  everj  night  with 
him  to  spend  the  erening  with  the 
girl,  end  offering  to  gife  her  awaj. 
Daniels,  without  suspidon  of  so 
perfidious  and  base  a  conduct,  fell 
into  the  snare,  and  fiied  upon  a 
day ;  but,  as  our  laws  have  laid  a 
tax  upon  marriage,  which  other 
states  hafe  encouraged  by  pecu. 
niary  or  honorary  adTantages,  Da- 
niels could  not  be  married,  because 
he  had  uot  money  enough  to  pay 
the  fees.  He  would  hare  borrow^ 
a  guinea  of  his  master,  but  his  mas- 
ter refused ;  upon  which  Jones 
urged  him  to  nJse  It  by  pawning 
hb  watch :  to  this  Danids  consent, 
ed,  the  watch  was  pawned  for  him 
by  Jonei  hlmsdf,  and  Daniels  and 
Carridine  were  married. 

Daniels,  at  first,  lired  in  ready, 
furnished  lodgbgs,  till  his  wife's 
mother  persuaded  him  to  Hto  with 
her  in  Catherine.wheel  Alley, 
Whitachapel.  While  they  U?ed 
here  Daniels  frequently  found  his 
wife  abroad  when,  he  came  home 
from  work,  and  when  she  did  come 
home  she  was  geneimlly  in  liquor. 
The  mother  excused  both  her  ab- 
senee  and  her  conditioB  by  saying 
she  had  been  to  see  some  young 
women  in  Spltalfields,  and  that  a 
rery  littk  matter  got  into  her  head. 
It  was  not  long,  however,  before 
JDaniels  found  that  she  kept  com- 
pany with  Jones ;  and  having  once 
followed  them  to  an  alehouse,  when 
the  mother  pretended  she  was  gone 
Jto  see  the  young  women  in  Spital- 
ieids,  he  went  to  them,  and,  after 
some  words,  sent  his  wife  home. 
She  was  then  drunk,  and,  when 
he  went  home  to  her,  a  violent 
quarrel  ensued,  during  which  the 


wife  and  the  mother  both  fell  upon 
him  ;  and  the  wife  afterwards  ran 
out  of  the  house,  and  was  absent 
all  night 

Neitday,  however,  Daniels  was 
persuaded  to  make  it  up ;  and  soon 
after  put  her  into  a  little  shop  in 
the  Minories,  to  sell  pork  and 
greens,  and  other  articles.  She 
promised  to  mind  her  business,  and 
never  go  into  Jones's  company 
more. 

On  the  next  Lord  Mayor's  Day 
Daniels  attended  his  matter  to  the 
hall  of  his  company,  and,  his  master 
having  given  him  a  bottle  of  wine, 
he  went  into  the  kitchen,  and  got 
some  bread  and  meat.  He  would 
not,  however,  tonch  either  the  wine 
or  the  victuals  there,  but  brought 
both  home,  pleasing  himself  with 
the  thonght  of  enjoying  them 
quietly  with  his  wife.  When  he 
came  home  his  wife  was  out,  and 
soon  after  he  found  her  and  Jones 
together  upon  the  stairs,  Jones 
having  taken  the  opportunity  of 
Danids*s  absence  to  supply  his 
place,  not  suspecting  that  he  would 
leave  the  good  cheer  of  the  hally 
and  come  home  so  early. 

This  caused  a  great  quarrd)  and 
Daniels  would  suffer  his  wife  to 
keep  shop  no  longer ;  be  also  re- 
moved from  her  mothei^s,  and,  hav. 
Ing  got  a  few  goods  of  his  own, 
took  a  room  in  the  Little  Minories. 
Here  they  lived  somewhat  more 
quiet  for  a  little  while ;  but,  the 
wife  Idling  agdn  into  irregulari* 
ties,  Daniels  entered  a  second  time 
on  board  the  Britannia  privateer, 
as  carpenter's  mate,  and,  without 
acqudnting  any  body  with  what  he 
had  done,  went  down  to  the  ship 
at  Greenhithe ;  but  in  a  few  days, 
to  his  great  surprise,  he  was  visited 
on  board  by  his  wife,  in  company 
with  Jones:  they  staid  on  board 
dl  night,  and,  she  lamenting  and 
behaving  like  a  mad  woman,  he 
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wM  at  length  penuadcd  to  retain 
home  with  her. 

Soon  after  he  toojL  a  house,  the 
corner  of  Hare  Court,  Aldertgate 
Street,  and  put  his  wife  once  more 
into  fL  shop ;  but  she  soon  returned 
to  her  old  wajs,  kept  companj 
with  Jones  and  seyeral  other  peo* 
pie,  aod  at  length  ran  away  and 
left  him. 

Notwithstanding  this  conduct  he 
was  persuaded  to  receive  her  again, 
though  she  acknowledged  her  cri- 
minal intimacy  with  Jones,  upon 
her  promise  of  amendment ;  yet  she 
not  only  contracted  other  intimacies 
of  an  infamont  kind,  but,  when 
Daniels  came  home  to  his  meals, 
she  would  be  abroad,  with  the  key 
of  their  room  in  her  pocket,  so  that 
be  was  obliged  to  eat  at  an  ale- 
house* 

Notwithstanding  all  this  Daniels 
seems  to  have  had  a  strong  attach- 
ment to  her,  and  to  have  done 
every  thing  in  hit  power  to  please 
her,  that  she  might  make  hb  homo 
agreeable,  and  was  solidtons  to  the 
last  to  unite  hb  pleasure  with  hers, 
in  which  he  was  constantly  disap. 
pointed.  The  following  instance, 
among  many  others,  b  a  remark- 
able representation  of  his  conduct 
and  her  character. 

One  Sunday,  with  a  view  to  en- 
tertain her,  ho  took  her  down  to 
Ilford,  that  they  might  spend  the 
day  agreeably  together :  they  dined 
at  the  White  Horse  there,  and  after 
dinner  she  drank  freely.  When  the 
reckoning  came  to  be  paid  she 
flew  into  a  rage  with  the  landlord, 
aod,  npon  Daniels  endeavoring  to 
moderate  matters,  she  turned  all 
her  resentment  upon  him,  and  car- 
ried it  to  such  a  degree,  that  she 
declared  she  would  not  go  home 
With  him,  but  would  go  with  the 
first  person  that  asked  her,  or  even 
with  the  next  man  that  went  by. 
Thb  threat,  extravagant  as  it  was, 


she  made  good;  for  a  persoo, 
dressed  like  an  officer,  stopping  hi 
a  chaise  at  the  door,  she  asked  him 
to  let  her  ride  hcHne  with  him :  he 
consented,  and  away  they  went. 

Daniels,  though  he  had  oftred 
his  wife  a  place  in  the  stage,  now 
walked  home  by  himself;  aod,  bar- 
ing sat  op  for  hb  wife  till  It  was 
very  late,  he  at  length  gave  her 
over,  and  went  to  bed.  Abo«t 
two  in  the  morning  he  was  ronaed 
by  a  violent  knocking  at  hb  door, 
where  he  found  hb  wife  so  drank 
that  she  could  not  stand,  attended 
by  her  mother ;  and  he  qnietly  let 
her  in,  with  the  mother,  whoifc 
assistance  was  absolutely  jieeeisary 
to  pot  her  to  bed. 

The  account  of  what  happened 
immediately  before  the  acddent 
that  put  an  end  to  her  life,  aod  of 
that  accident  itself,  b  added  in  his 
ow>i  words,  the  truth  of  whidi  he 
has  attested  upon  oath,  before  a  bso- 
gistratc,  since  hb  pardon  ;— 

<  The  night  before  thb  oMlan. 
choly  accident  hsppened,  I 
home,  to  be  sure,  not  eotii 
sober  where,  not  finding  my  vrife, 
I  went  directly  to  her  mother's, 
where  I  found  her  very  dmnk.  It 
being  night,  her  mother  said  it  was 
not  proper  to  take  her  hooM  in 
that  condition,  and  therefoie  ad. 
vised  me  to  lie  there  that  night, 
while  she  and  her  girl  wonM  go  and 
sleep  at  my  lodging.     We  did  to. 

^  In  the  morning,  after  my  wifePs 
mother  came  back,  we  all  break- 
fasted together  at  her  lodgings. 
After  breakfast  I  went  to  M^. 
Clarke,  timber-merchant,  in  St 
Mary  Axe,  to  solicit  for  tome  In* 
dia  Company's  work  ;~fros  wheoee 
I  went  to  the  Mansion  Honse  ale* 
house,  and  drank  a  pint  of  beer. 
I  then  intended  to  go  to  work  at 
Mr.  Parry's,  in  Noble  Street;  bat, 
it  being  near  dinner-time,  I  stopped 
at  the  Bell,  opposite  hb  hoose,  for 
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r  pni(  of  beer,  where,  meet. 
i  lomc  afqaainiflitce  caiing  beef- 
teaks,  I  (liiiril  with  ihrm.  A*  I 
I  cXing,  ill  came  my  wife  and 
r  mother  :  the  a(  &nl  abuml  me 
r  b«in|t  at  tho  aluhouie.  but  they 
iflerward*,  with  great  scpmin;;  goiHl 
,  drank,  nitti  me,  and,  ai 
Uiry  wanted  money,  I  (tare  my 
10  thitling*,  and  lent  her 
■  iiii.an(J.tiine|)cnny  piece, 
yhicli  I  had  juil  rccci»eil  111  eliuiige 
fgr  hatr  a  guinra,  frnm  llio  mailer 
uf  the  public  houtt>.  A*  Ihu  day 
wai  now  far  ii|ii'iil,  and  P4  I  wa« 
pleaivd  <vilh  Ihu  proijxict  of  work- 
ing fur  thu  Kait  India  Cempany,  I 
^^haughl'il  not  worth  while  to  be^iii 
^day's  work  lu  laic:  I  therefurc 
!nt  to  Smiihfield,  lu  wc  huw  tho 
ine-markct  went;  from  iheiiee  I 
Knl  to  Warwick  Lane,  to  sec  for 
I  young  man  wliom  I  bad  pramiicd 
I  gel  to  work  fur  the  Cnmpiny 
lio.  X  took  him  to  Mr.  Clarke, 
1  St,  Mary  Aae,  and  afterward 
lent  with  him  to  two  or  three 
Ucci  mur^;  the  lax  place  wa>  tlie 
*  Head,  in  IJunndidiich;  and 
iboiit  half  an  hour  after  nine 
t*clock  went  home. 

'  When  1  ramc  ihcro  I  went  in 
t  the  iMck  door,  which  i>  iiniler 
te  gateway,  and  which  uacd  to  bo 
Hly  on  a  un|le  latch,  for  the  con. 
i^ncy  of  my  lodgen.  I  went  up 
to  my  Toom-door;  but,  finding  it 
^^1,  came  down  ilatn  oxain. 

'  There  wai  then  nome  diitarb. 

<ce  over  tho  way,  in  Alderigato 

reel,  which  I  walked  uver  to  ,te 

t  moaning  of,  imaglnins  my  wife 

■Ight  chance  to  be  engaged  in  IL 

!tol  lindtng  her   in   the  crowd,   I 

Wurned',  and  went  up  ttaira  again  : 

Vbile  I  waa  on  Iho  alaln   I  heard 

wife  ctiagh,  by  obich   I   knew 

wa«  at  humc.    Finding;  my  iluur 

fa.l,    I    knocked   and   called 

in  ;  itill  ihe  would  nut  an<iw«r: 

'ihen  laid  "  Sally,  I  kni^w  you  are 


at  homo,  and  I  deilreyon  will  open 
the  door;  ifyon  will  not  I  will  bunt 
it  open."  Nobody  yet  antwering, 
I  lel  my  >honliler  againit  the  door, 
and  forced  it  open ;  upon  thi«  she 
jumped  out  of  bed.  1  immediately 
brgan  to  iindreai  me,  by  (lipping 
dIT  my  coal  and  waitlcoat,  laying, 
Dt  the  itme  time,  "  Sally,  what 
make"  you  uic  me  so?  you  follow 
mc  wbereicr  1  go,  to  atiuie  me, 
and  then  lock  mc  out  of  my  lodg- 
ing ;  t  nernr  served  you  to."  On 
lhi>  bIic  llcw  upon  me,  called  me  a 
icoundrel  dog,  >atd  >he  luppnKd  1 
had  been  with  lomc  of  my  whorci, 
and,  to  taying,  tore  my  <hirt  down 
from  the  boium :  on  lhi«  1  puihed 
her  down ;  the  then  ran  to  the 
chimney-corner,  and  matched  np 
tercral  ihingi,  which  1  fuccesiirety 
HTcited  from  her,  and  in  the  scuffle 
a  labia  and  a  »creen  fell  down.  At 
Itnglh  the  struck  me  *eferal  blow* 
with  a  hand.bruih  ;  and,  while  I 
wni  struggling  to  gel  it  from  her, 
■hocritnl  nutnoTeral  lime*"  Indeed, 
indeed,  1  will  do  so  no  more." 
When  I  got  the  brush  from  ber, 
which  I  did  with  aomo  difliculty,  1 
gaec  her  a  blow  with  It,  and  then 
concluded  ithe  would  bo  easy.  She 
*al  down  on  ihc  lloor,  by  the  cup- 
board duor,  iraring  her  shift  from 
her  back,  which  had  been  rent  In 
the  skinniih:  I  sat  down  on  the 
oppoitie  side  of  the  bed,  wllh  rajr 
back  luwardi  her,  preparing  to  go 
into  it;  and,  aeoing  her  Hing  tha 
remnants  of  her  shift  about  in  ao 
mad  a  manner,  I  laid  '*  Sally,  you 
arc  a  silly  girl ;  why  don't  yuu  be 
eaiy  ?"  On  thai  kheiuddenly  rote 
np,  and  with  somclhiog  garc  me  n 
blow  on  the  head,  which  atruck  mo 
down  :  I  Tel)  on  the  bcdilcad,  with 
my  head  againat  the  fulding  doora 
of  it.  I  imagined  she  was  then 
afraid  she  had  killed  me,  for  I 
heard  her  cry,  two  or  three  Umca, 
*^  U  ia«  mc,  taia  ma !"     How  ih« 


% 
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weot  out  of  the  window  it  is  impot. 
stble  for  me  to  siy ,  in  the  condition  • 
she  left  me  in  ;  but,  from  her  cries, 
I  luppoied  her  gone  that  waj ;  and 
in  my  consternation,  when  1  arose, 
I  ran  down  one  pair  of  stairs, 
where,  not  knowing  how  to  be- 
have, I  went  up  again,  and  sat  me 
down  on  the  bed  from  whence  I 
rose.  In  this  position  Mr.  Clarke, 
the  constable,  and  the  nombers  who 
followed  him,  found  me.  Ho  said 
^*  Daniels,  you  have  stabbed  your 
wife,  and  flung  her  out  at  the  win- 
dow." I  replied «« No,  Mr.  Clarke, 
I  have  not ;  she  threw  herself  out." 

^  Mr.  Clarke  took  a  candle,  and 
examined  all  the  room  in  search  of 
blood,  but  found  none ;  and  luckily 
it  was  for  me  that  neither  of  our 
noses  happened  to  bleed  in  the  fray, 
though  mine  was  subject  to  do  so 
on  any  trifling  occasion. 

^  He  then  went  to  the  window, 
where  he  found  a  piece  of  a  saucer, 
and  asked  me  what  it  was.  I  told 
him  I  did  not  know,  but  recollected 
afterwards  that  it  was  what  I  fed 
my  squirrel  in  ;  though  I  knew  not 
how  it  came  broke ;  it  was  whole 
that  day. 

^  From  thence  I  was  taken  to  the 
Compter;  and  the  public  are  al- 
ready acquainted  with  the  proceed- 
ings on  my  trial,  when  I  was  con- 
demned for  the  supposed  fact,  Sep- 
tember the  91st,  1761. 

'  I  am  informed  that  the  next 
morning  they  found  a  pair  of  small 
pliers,  bloody,  in  the  window, 
which  were  then  considered  as  a 
proof  of  my  guilt.  These  pliers 
were  what  1  have  mended  my  squir- 
rel's chain  with  whenever  he  broke 
loose,  which  was  sometimes  the  case. 
How  they  should  be  bloody,  as  God 
is  my  Saviour,  I  cannot  answer; 
but,  at>  no  wound  was  perceived  on 
the  body,  they  were  not  produced 
ts  etidence  against  me.  llowever, 
when  my  wife  was  brought  up  from 


the  street,  it  Is  said  she  wm  bloodti, 
and  that  the  basin  was  pat  In  tlie 
window  wliere  these  pliers  were 
found.  It  is  therefore  posslMe 
that,  In  such  coofasion^  a  drop  or 
two  might  aocidentallj  be  spilled 
upon  tton,  sore  espedalij  when 
we  consider  the  tumolt  of  a  voro* 
ing*s  exhibition  of  a  dead  IkkIj,  for 
penny  gratuities,  by  the  unpria- 
cipled  mother  of  it.' 

The  following  jodidoas  reoMirks 
are  added  by  the  persoir  who  assist- 
ed Daniels  in  publishing  his  case, 
and  they  seem  to  confirm  the  asaa's 
declaration  of  hn  innoceaee  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  doal>t« 

The  window  of  Daniels's  rooai 
has  two  casements  folding  against 
each  other,  with  garden-pots  before 
them.  One  of  these  casements  only 
ased  to  be  opened,  the  other  beiag 
in  general  kept  shut.  These  case- 
ments were  each  aboat  sixteen  or 
seventeen  inches  wide,  aad  the  win- 
dow was  about  a  yanl  and  a  quar- 
ter high.  When  this  accident  hap- 
pened one  casement  was  open,  the 
other  shut,  as  usual ;  coaseqaently 
the  opening  then  through  the  win- 
dow was  about  sixteen  or  serenteen 
inches  wide»  and  a  jrard  and  a  quarter 
high.  Throaghthisspaeeamanwas 
to  thrust  a  woman,  nearly  as  strong 
as  himself!  If  such  a  thlag  had 
been  attempted,  the  following  con- 
sequences must  be  ineontestaMy  al- 
lowed to  ensue: 

I.  The  woman  would  resbt  the 
attempt. 

II.  When  persons  struggle  to 
avoid  Imminent  danger,  and  are 
driven  to  despair,  they  are  capable 
of  a  surprising  degree  of  exertion, 
beyond  thdr  ordinary  abilities. 

III.  This  woman  would  there- 
fore have  continued  in  so  narrow  a 
gap  a  Tery  considerable  while  be- 
fore she  coald  have  been  forced 
through,  and  would  all  that  tine 
have  uttered  cries,  entreaties,  and 
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exclainationB,  too  eipressit e  of  her 
situation  to  have  been  mistaken 
bj  the  neighbours  and  spectators. 

IV.  Her  resistance  would  have 
oTertumed  the  before^mentioned 
garden.pots,  and  would  haTe  shat- 
tered the  glass  of  the  casement  that 
Was  shut,  and  even  forced  open, 
or  broke,  the  casement  itself,  which 
obstructed  her  passage. 

V.  In  breaking  the  glass  of  the 
window  her  skin  must  have  been 
greatly  scratched  and  torn,  and 
her  limbs,  naked  as  she  was,  hare 
been  others isc  greailj  maimed  and 
bruised. 

VI.  The  man  who  undertook  to 
force  her  out  must  hate  borne  some 
rerj  conspicuous  marks  of  his  at- 
tempt. 

The  two  first  of  these  proposi. 
tions  will  be  unlrersallj  granted. 

The  third  is  contradicted  bj  all 
the  etidence  on  the  trial,  who  una- 
nimously agree  that  the  moment 
the  woman  was  seen '  sbo  came 
through  the  window,  and  was  only 
then  heard  to  use  such  expressions, 
which  Daniels  accounts  for  better 
than  any  one  else. 

In  reply  to  the  fourth — the  pots 
were  not  discomposed  nor  the  win- 
dow broken,  except  one  pane;  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  even  that  pane 
might  not  have  l)een  broken  before.. 

In  answer  to  the  fifth— -the  body, 
by  the  eridcncc  of  the  surgeon,  did 
not  appear  to  have  received  any 
other  damage  than  the  natural  con. 
sequences  of  so  great  a  fall. 


As  to  the  last — the  man  waa  not 
seen  at  the  window  at  all;  and,  ot 
to  any  wounds  or  bruises  sustained 
by  him,  the  constable,  when  asked 
whether  he  saw  the  blow  on  hn 
head,  which  he  affirmed  to  be  given 
him  by  his  wife,  declared  he  did 
not.  But  he  Mas  not  asked  whe^ 
ther  he  looked  for  it ;  a  question, 
it  may  be  presumed,  he  would  have 
answered  in  the  negative. 
^  In  such  a  situation,  It  is  to  be 
concluded,  the  poor  fellow  was 
ftttle  heard,  and  less  regarded,  con- 
cerning whatever  he  might  allege 
in  his  own  behalf. 

A  man  may  be  stunned  by  a 
blow  that  might  not  perhaps  ex. 
hibit  any  remarkable  appearance; 
and,  had  it  been  seen,  his  account 
of  it  would  have  weighed  but 
little. 

1 1  is  not  even  probable,  had  he 
knocked  this  woman  on  the  head 
first,  that  he  could  have  sent  the 
body  through  the  window  so  com- 
pletely as,  either  by  fright  or  de- 
sign, she  accomplished  it  herself. 
But  that  she  came  there  living  is 
past  all  doubt. 

To  conclude  :-— the  evidence 
against  this  unfortunate  man  was 
only  presumptive  at  most,  and, 
itpon  clear  scrutiny,  is  really  pro* 
ductive  of  fio/Afitjfy  so  that,  as  he 
was  discharged  by  royal  authority, 
so  has  he  aJso  a  just  claim  to  an 
acquittal  in  the  minds  of  all  judi- 
cious and  candid  people. 


THEODORE  GARDELLE, 

BXECUTBO  FOa  MUftOER. 


TiisoDORE  Gardellk  wrs  a  fo- 
reigner, a  man  of  education  and 
talents  in  his  profession— the  fine 
art  of  painting.  That  he  was  not 
a  man  of  a  bad  disposition,  or  given 
to  irregularities,  appears  from  Mrs. 

i  fig's  rcctivinf-him  back  as  an  in- 


mate after  he  had  once  quitted  her 
lodgings. 

He  was  born  at  Geneva,  a  city 
which  is  famed  for  giving  birth  to 
great  men  in  both  the  arts  and 
sciences.  He  chose  the  miniature 
itylar  of  painting,  and,  having  ae* 
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qmnd  lU  tnt  rmfipcato,  west  ta 
Pftrfo,  mhert  hm  sadc  grrmt  profi. 
cieocj  ifl  the  art.  He  iken  rct«rscd 
to  km  sjtif  e  pUcr,  aad  practncd  kH 
prolmioo  for  toae  ytmr*  with  cre- 
dit sad  advaaUge ;  bat,  it  appean, 
aahappjr  in  lut  domestic  cooccnM, 
ha  repaired  to  London,  aad  took 
lodgia|[f  at  Mn.  King't,  ia  Leioes- 
ter  Fields,  ia  tlie  year  170O. 

Soaie  time  afterwanby  for  tlie 
beaeit  of  parer  air,  lie  reaioTed  to 
Kni^liUbridge ;  bat,  finding  that 
place  too  far  from  bu  basincss,  be 
retnnicd  to  bis  former  residence, 
wbere  he  was  par»aing  his  bosiness 
until  the  fatal  caose  arose  which 
broaght  bin  to  an  ignominious 
death. 

On  Thartday,  the  19th  of  Fe. 
bnuuj,  1761,  in  the  mornipir,  the 
maid  got  up  about  set t-n  o*cIiK:k, 
aad  opened  the  front  parlour  win. 
dows.  There  n  a  front  parlour 
and  a  back  parloar ;  both  hare  a 
door  into  the  paMagc  from  the 
street  door,  and  there  u  aUo  a  door 
that  goes  out  of  one  into  the  other : 
the  back  parlour  was  ^Irs.  King's 
bed.chambcr,  and  the  door  which 
entered  it  from  the  passage  was  se« 
cured  on  the  inside  by  a  drop  b'*lt, 
and  could  not  be  opened  on  the 
outside  when  locki^d,  though  th« 
drop  bolt  was  not  down,  because 
on  the  outside  there  was  no  key- 
hole. The  door  into  the  front  par. 
lour  was  also  secured  on  the  inside 
by  Mrs.  King  when  iihc  wriit  to 
bed,  and  the  door  of  the  front  par- 
lour into  the  passa^^e  was  left  open : 
when  the  maid  had  entered  the  front 
parlour  by  this  door,  and  opened 
the  windows,  she  went  to  the  pas* 
sage  door  of  the  back  parlour, 
where  Mrs.  King  was  in  bc<l,  and 
knocked,  in  order  to  get  the  key  of 
the  street  door,  which  Mrs.  King 
took  at  night  Into  her  room.  Mrs. 
King  drew  up  the  bolt,  and  the 
mid  went  in  :  she  took  the  key  of 


UBdkdtbcire 
,  tb»t  it  m^t 


rcsa  ap 


Ha 

abat  the 
tic 
the 
door  that 

frost  ^mlmm,j 

wemCoat.  She 

ia  the  f roiU 

be  ready 

aad  abowt  eight  o'clock 

ioto  Gaidelk'i  roo«^  a 

found  him  io  a  red  aod  grcoi  oiglt* 

gowB  at  work.     Ha  ga«e  bcr  two 

letters,  a  soaff-boi,  aod  a  fWMA, 

aod  desired  her  to  dcGtcr  the  iaU 

tmnj  oac  ui  which  waa  diroctcd  to 

one  Moaier,  to  the  Raymarkrt,  aod 

the  other  to  a  pcrsoo  who  kept  a 

snuff-shop  at  the  neat  door,  aad  to 

bring  him  from   thence  a  pnutj- 

worth  of  saaff. 

The  girl  took  the  ■uiiyii  and 
went  again  to  her  amlreH,  teUing 
her  what  Gardeile  had  desired  her 
to  do ;  to  which  her  oiistrem  replied, 

*  Nanny,  yon  can^t  go,  for  there  's 
nobody  to  answer  at  the  street 
do«ir.'  The  girl,  bciag  willing  to 
oblige  Gardeile,  or  being  for  some 
reason  desirous  to  goont^  answered 

*  that  Mr.  Gardeile  would  come 
down,  and  sit  in  the  parloar  till  she 
came  back.'  She  then  went  again 
to  Gardeile,  and  told  him  what  ob- 
jection  her  mistress  had  aiadoi  and 
what  she  had  said  to  remote  it« 
Gardeile  then  said  he  would  cooie 
down  as  she  had  proposed,  and  he 
did  come  down  accordingly. 

The  girl  immediately  went  on  his 
errand,  and  left  him  in  the  parlour, 
shutting  the  street  door  after  her* 
and  taking  the  key  to  let  hirself  in 
when  she  came  back. 

J  mme«l  lately  after  the  girl  was 
gone  out,  Mrs.  King,  hearing  the 
tread  of  somebody  in  the  parlour, 
called  out  ^  Who  u  there  ?*  and 
at  the  same  time  opened  her  cham- 
ber door.     Gardeile  was  at  a  tabic- 


KNAPP  ft  BALDWIN'S  N&W6ATB  CALENDAR.       S07 


rtfj  near  the  door^  bating  jost  Chca 
taken  ap  a  book  that  Uj  upon  it, 
which  happened  to  be  a  French 
grammar.     He  had  some  time  be. 
fore  drawn  Mrs.  King's   picture, 
which  she  wanted  to  hare  made  Tery 
handsome,  and  had  teased  him  so 
moch  about  it,  that  the  effect  was 
just  contrary.     It  happened  unfor- 
(onately  that  the  first  thing  she  said 
io  him,  when  she  saw  him  walking 
about  in  the  room,  was  something 
reproachful    about    this     picture. 
Gardclle  was  protoked  at  the  in- 
sult ;.  and  as  he  spoke  £nglish  rer  j 
imperfectly,  he,  for  want  of  a  less 
proper  expression,  told  her,  with 
iome  warmth,  ^That  she  was  an 
impertinent  woman.'    This  threw 
her  into  a  transport  of  rage,  and 
the  gate  him  a  blow  with  her  fist 
on  the  breast,  so  riolent,  that  he 
says  he  could  not  hare  thought  it 
•could  kaye  been  git  en  by  a  woman. 
At  soon  as  the  blow  was  struck  she 
drew  a  little  back,  and  at  the  same 
instant,  he  said,  he  laid  his  hand  on 
her  shoulder,  and  pushed  her  from 
him,  rather  in  contempt  than  anger,  - 
or  with  a  design  to  hurt  her  ;  but, 
her  foot  happening  to  catch  in  the 
floor-cloth,  the  fell  backwards,  and 
her  head   came   with  great  force 
against  the  corner  of  the  bedstead  : 
the  blood  immediately  gushed  from 
bcr   month,   not    in  a  continued 
stream,  bat  as  if  by  different  strokes 
of  a  pump :  he  instantly  ran  to  her, 
and  stooped  to  raise  her,  expressing 
hit  concern  at  the  accident ;  but  she 
pushed  him  away,  and  threatened, 
though  In  a  fcebkand  interrupted 
Toice,  to  punuh  him  for  what  he 
bad  done.  He  was,  he  says,  terrified 
exceedingly  at  the  thought  of  being 
condemned  for  a  criminal  act  upon 
bar  accusation,  and  again  attempted 
to  assist  her  by  raising  her  up,  as 
tho  blood  still    gushed  from  her 
mouth  in  great  quantities  ;  but  she 
f  till  czartMl  all  her  strength  to  keep 


Mm  off*,  and  stHl  cried  oat,  mixing 
threats  with  her  screams.  He  then 
seized  an  irory  comb,  with  a  sharp 
taper  point  continued  from  the 
bsLck,  for  adjusting  the  curls  of  her 
hair,  which  lay  upon  her  toilet,  and 
threatened  her  in  hb  turn  to  pre- 
vent her  crying  out ;  but  she  still 
continuing  to  cry  out,  though  with 
a  Yoice  still  fainter  and  fainter,  he 
struck  her  with  this  instrument, 
probabljr  in  the  throat,  upon  which 
the  blood  flowed  from  her  mouth  in 
jret  greater  quantities,  and  her  voice 
was  quite  stopped :  he  then  drew 
the  bed-clothes  orer  her,  to  pre- 
Tent  her  blood  from  spreading  on 
the  floor,  and  to  hide  <her  from  his 
sights  Hejtood,  he  said,  some  time 
motionless  by  her,  and  then  fell 
down  by  her  side  in  a  swoon.  When 
he  came  to  himself  he  perceived  the 
maid  was  come  in;  he  therefore  went 
out  of  the  room  without  examining 
the  body  to  see  if  the  'unhappy 
wretch  was  quite  dead,  and  his  con. 
fusion  was  then  so  great  that  he 
staggered  against  the  wainscot, 
and  hit  his  head,  so  as  to  raise  a 
bump  over  his  eye.  As  no  person 
was  in  the  house  but  the  murdered 
and  the  murderer  while  the  fact 
was  committed,  nothing  can  be 
known  about  it  but  from  Gardelle*8 
own  account:  the  circumstances 
related  above  contain  the  sense  of 
what  he  stated  both^  his  defence, 
and  in  the  account  which  he  drew 
up  in  French  to  leave  behind  him, 
taken  together  as  far  as  they  are 
consistent;  for  there  are  in  both 
several  inconsistencies  and  absurdi. 
ties,  which  give  reason  to  suspect 
they  are  not  true. 

All  was  quiet  when  the  maid  re. 
turned,  which,  she  said,  was  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  She  went  first 
into  the  parlour,  where  Gardellehad 
promised  to  wait  till  she  came  back, 
and  saw  nobody.  She  had  paid 
three  shillings  and  nine  pcoct  out 
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of  tbe  gninea  at  the  fnafflsho|>, 
wb«re  tlie  dcKvercd  one  of  the  let. 
ten;  to  the  other  the  had  ko 
answer ;  and  she  laid  the  chaoge 
and  the  snoflF-boz,  with  the  saaff 
she  had  fetched  in  it,  open  the  table ; 
then  went  op  into  Gardclle's  room, 
and  found  iiobodj ;  and  by  tarns 
she  went  into  every  room  in  the 
house,  except  her  mistrem's  cham- 
ber,  whither  she  never  went  but 
when  ihe  was  called,  and  found  no. 
body.  She  then  boiled  some  water 
in  the  kitchen,  made  a  bit  of  toast, 
and  sat  down  to  breakfast.  In  a 
short  time  she  heard  somebody 
walk  overhead  in  the  parlour,  or 
passage,  and  go  up  stairs,  but  did 
not  go  to  see  who  it  was.  When 
she  had  breakfasted  she  went  and 
stirred  up  the  fire  in  the  parlour 
against  her  mistress  got  up,  and 
perceived  that  the  snuff  and  change 
had  been  taken  from  the  table ;  she 
then  went  up  stairs  again  to  Gar. 
delle's-room,  to  clean  and  set  it  to 
rights,  as  she  used  to  do,  and  it  was 
now  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock. 
Soon  after  Gardelle  came  down 
from  the  garret  into  his  bod.cham. 
ber,  which  somewhat  surprised  her, 
as  he  could  have  no  business  that 
she  knew  of  in  the  garret.  When 
she  first  saw  him,  which  was  about 
an  hour  afterwards,  she  said  he 
looked  confounded,  and  blushed 
exceedingly  ;  i^  she  perceived  the 
bump  over  his  eye,  which  had  then 
a  black  patch  upon  it  as  big  as  a 
shilling:  he  had  also  changed  his 
dress,  and  had  written  another  let. 
ter,  with  which  he  sent  her  into 
Great  Suffolk  Street,  and  ordered 
her  to  wait  for  an  answer :  she  went 
directly,  and  when  she  returned, 
which  was  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
she  found  him  sitting  in  the  parlour, 
and  told  him  the  gentleman  would 
be  there  in  the  evening.  He  then 
told  her  that  a  gentleman  had  been 
-4  the  room  with  her  mistress,  and 


that  she  was  gone  oiit  with  him  la 
a  hackney-coaeh.  It  appears  by 
this  that  Gardelle  knew  the  maid 
was  acquainted  with  her  mhtreis's 
character.  The  maid,  however, 
thoagh  the  might  have  believed  tUa 
»tory  at  another  time,  conki  not  be. 
lieve  it  now;  she  was  not  absent 
above  a  quarter  of  an  honr ;  she  had 
left  her  mistress  in  bed,  and  the 
time  would  not  have  permitted  her 
receiving  a  gentleman  there,  her 
being  dressed,  a  coach  being  pro. 
cored,  and  her' having  gene  out  In 
it;  besides,  when  she  came  back, 
she  knew  Gardelle  was  in  her  chan. 
ber.  This  gave  her  some  snspidon 
that  Gardelle  and  ht  r  mistress  had 
been  in  bed  together.  She  went, 
however,  and  looked  at  the  door  of 
the  chamber,  which  opened  into  the 
parlour,  and  which  she  had  opened 
by  her  mistress's  order,  and  foond 
it  again  locketl.  About  one  o'clock 
Mr.  Wright's  servant,  Thomas  Pel. 
sey,  came  and  told  the  maid  at  the 
dour  that  the  beds  must  be  got 
ready,  because  his  master  intended 
to  come  thither  in  the  erening. 
The  maid  still  wondered  that  her 
mistress  did  not  rise ;  and  supposed 
that,  knowing  she  came  in  from 
her  errand  while  Gardelle  was  yet 
in  her  chamber,  she  was  ashamed  to 
see  her.  Gardelle,  in  the  mean 
time,  was  often  up  and  down  stairs ; 
and  about  three  o'clock  he  sent  her 
with  a  letter  to  one  Broshct,  at  the 
Eagle  and  Pearl  in  Suffolk  Street 
As  he  knew  that  it  would  be  ex. 
trcmely  difficult  to  conceal  the  mnr. 
der,  if  the  maid  continued  in  the 
house,  he  determined  that  he  would, 
if  possible,  discharge  her  ^  but  as 
the  girl  could  not  write,  and  as  he 
was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
our  language  to  draw  a  proper  re. 
ceipt,  he  requested  Mr.  Brmhct,  la 
this  letter,  to^  write  a  receipt  for 
him,  and  get  the  maid  to  sign  It, 
directing  her  to  deliver  It  ta  hint 
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when  he  paid  her:  be  did  not, 
howcFcr,  ftoqaaint  her  with  his  de* 
sign.  When  Mr.  Broiihet  had  road 
tike  letter  he  asked  her  if  she  knew 
that  Mr.  Gardelle  was  to  discharge 
her :  she  said  ^  No.'  *  Whj,*  says 
he,  ^  Mrs.  King  is  gone  oot^  and  has 
gif en  Mr.  Grardelle  orders  to  dis- 
charge you ;  for  she  is  to  bring  a 
woman  home  with  her.*  At  this  the 
girl  was  surprised,  and  smiled,  tell, 
ing  Broshet  that  she  knew  her  mis* 
tresB  was  at  home.  The  girl  was 
now  confirmed  in  her  first  thought, 
that  her  mistress  was  ashamed  to 
•ee  her  again;  and  thus  she  ac« 
coonted  for  the  manner  of  her  dis* 
musion.  She  returned  between 
three  and  four  to  Gardelle,  whom 
the  found  sitting  in  the  parlour  with 
a  gentleman  whose  name  she  did 
Jiot  know :  she  continued  in  the 
house  till  between  six  and  seTen 
o'clock  in  the  evening^nd  then  Gar- 
delle  paid  her  six  shillings  for  a  fort- 
night and  two  days'  wages,  and  gave 
her  five  or  six  shillings  over  ;  upon 
which  she  dcIiTered  him  the  receipt 
that  Broshet  had  written,  took  her 
box,  and  went  away.  As  she  was 
going  out  Mr.  Wright's  'serTBut 
came  again  to  the  door,  and  she 
told  him  that  she  was  dbcharged, 
and  going  away  ;  that  her  mistress 
had  been  all  day  in  her  bed-room, 
without  either  Tictnals  or  drink ; 
and  that  if  he  stayed  a  little  time 
after  she  was  gone,  he  might  see 
her  come  out :  the  man,  however, 
could  not  stay,  and  Gardelle,  about 
seven  o'clock,  was  thus  left  alone 
ill  the  house. 

The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  go 
into  (he chamber  to  the  body, which, 
apon  examination,  he  found  quite 
dead ;  he  therefore  took  off  the 
blankets  and  sheets  with  which  he 
had  covered  it^  stripped  off  the 
shift,  and  laid  the  body  quite  naked 
apofl  the  bed :  before  this,  he  said, 


hu  linen  was  not  stained ;  but  it  was 
much  discolortd  by  hb  removing 
the  body.  He  then  took  the  two 
blankets,  the  sheets,  the  coverlet, 
and  one  of  the  curtains,  and  put 
them  into  the  water-tob  in  the  back 
wash-house,  to  soak,  they  being 
all  much  stained  with  blood ;  her 
shift  he  carried  up  stairs,  and,  put* 
ting  it  into  a  bag,  concealed  it 
under  his  bed ;  his  own  shirt, 
now  bloody,  he  pulled  off,  and 
locked  it  up  in  a  drawer'bf  his  bu- 
reau. 

Whoi  all  this  was  done  he  went 
and  sat  down  in  the  parlour,  and 
soon  after,  it  being  about  nine 
o'clock,  Mr.  Wright's  servant  came 
in  without  his  master,  who  had 
changed  his  mind,  and  was  gone  to  a 
gentleman's  house  in  Castle  Street* 
He  went  up  into  his  room,  the 
garret,  and  sat  there  till  about 
eleven  o'clock  ;  then  he  came  dot* n, 
and,  finding  Gardelle  still  in  the 
parlour,  he  asked  if  Mrs.  King  was 
come  home,  and  who  must  sit  up 
for  her.  Gardelle  said  she  was  not 
come  home,  but  that  he  would  sit 
up  for  her. 

In  the  morning,  Friday,  when 
Pelsey  came  down  stairs,  he  again 
asked  if  Mrs.  King  was  come  home, 
and  Gardello  told  him  that  slie  had 
been  at  home,  but  was  gone  again. 
He  then  asked  how  he  came  by  the 
hurt  on  his  eye;  and  he  said  he 
got  it  by  cutting  some  wood  to 
light  the  fire  in  the  morning.  Pel. 
sey  then  went  about  hb  master's 
business,  and  at  night  was  again  let 
in  by  Gardelle,  who,  upon  being 
asked,  said  he  would  sit  up  for 
Mrs.  King  that  night  aUo. 

In  the  morning,  Saturday,  Pelsey 
inquired  again  after  Mrs.  King; 
and  Gardelle,  though  he  had  pro* 
fessed  to  sit  op  for  her  but  the 
night  before,  now  told  him  she  was 
gone   to    Bath  or  Bristol;    yet, 
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■trao^  M  It  vMiy  seeoiy  no  8Q«pl. 
dons  of  murder  appear  jet  to  hafe 
been  conceiTed. 

.  On  Satordaj,  Moaier,  an  ac* 
qnamtance  of  Gardelle's,  who  had 
been  also  intimate  with  Mrs.  King, 
and  had  spent  the  evening  with  her 
(ha  Wednesday  before  the  murder, 
came  bj  appointment  aboat  two  or 
three  o'clock «  having  promised  to 
go  with  her  that  evening  to  the 
Opera.  He  was  let  in  by  Gardelle, 
wbo  told  him  that  Mrs.  King  was 
gone  to  Bath  or  Bristol,  as  he  had 
told  Pelsey.  This  man,  and  an. 
other  of  Gardelle's  acquaintance, 
obaerving  him  to  be  chagrined  and 
dispirited,  seem  to  have  Imagined 
that  Mrs.  King's  absence  was  the 
cause  of  it,  and  that  if  they  could 
get  him  another  girl  they  should 
cure  him :  they  were  therefore  kind 
enough  to  procure  one  for  him  on 
this  occasion ;  and,  having  picked 
ap  a  prostitute  in  the  Haymarket, 
they  brought  her  that  very  Satur- 
day to  Gardelle,  at  Mrs.  King's. 
The  worthy,  whose  name  is  not 
known,  told  her  Mrs.  King  was 
gone  into  tJie  country,  and  had 
discharged  her  servant.  Gardelle 
made  an  apology  for  the  confusion 
in  which  the  house  appeared,  and 
Mozler,  or  Mnzard,  as  he  is  some- 
times called,  asked  her  if  she  would 
take  care  of  the  house.  She  readily 
consented ;  and  Gardelle  acquiesc- 
ing, they  left  her  with  him.  He 
asked  her  what  her  business  was : 
she  said  she  worked  plain  work.  He 
then  told  her  he  had  some  shirts  to 
mend,  and  that  he  would  satisfy  her 
for  her  trouble. 

All  this  while  the  body  continued 
as  he  bad  left  It  on  Thursday  night ; 
nor  had  be  once  been  into  the  room 
since  that  time.  But  this  night,  the 
woman  and  Pelsey  being  in  bed,  he 
first  conceived  a  design  of  conceal- 
ing or  destroying  the  dead  body  by 


parts,  and  went  down  to  pot  It  Into 
execution  ;  but  the  woman,  whose 
name  was  Sarah  Walker,  getting 
out  of  bed,  and  following  him,  be 
returned  up  stairs,  and  went  to  bed 
with  her.  In  the  morning  (San- 
day)  he  arose  between  seven  and 
eight,  and  left  Walker  in  t>ed,  say- 
ing it  was  too  soon  for  her  to  rise. 
She  fell  asleep,  and  slept  tlU  ten : 
It  is  probable  that  in  the  mean  time 
he  was  employed  on  the  body,  for 
when  she  came  down,  between  ten 
and  eleven,  he  was  but  beginning 
to  light  the  parlour  fire.  Heliad 
spoken  to  her  the  night  before  to 
get  him  a  char-woman,  and  he  was 
in  so  much  confusion  <  that  be  did 
not  ask  her  to  stay  to  breakfast; 
she  went  out  therefore,  and  hired 
one  Pritchard  as  a  char-woman,  at 
one  shilling  a  day,  victuals  and 
drink.  In  the  afternoon  slie 
brought  Pritchard  to  the  house, 
and  found  with  Gardelle  two  or 
three  men  and  two  women.  Gar- 
delle went  up  with  her  and  stayed 
by  her  while  she  made  his  bed : 
then  the  company  all  went  out  to- 
together.  The  char-woman  kept 
house,  and  about  ten  o'clock  they 
returned,  and  supped  in  Gardcslle's 
room.  She  was  then  dismissed  for 
the  night,  and  ordered  to  come  the 
next  morning  at  eight.  The  next 
morning,  Monday,  the  char- woman 
was  ordered  to  tell  Pelsey,  the  foot- 
man, that  Walker  was  a  relation  of 
Mrs.  King*8,  who  was  come  to  be 
in  the  house  till  Mrs.  King  re- 
turned :  but  Pelsey  knew  that  she 
and  Gardelle  had  but  one  bed;  for, 
when  he  came  down  on  Monday 
morning,  Gardelle's  chamber  door 
stood  open,  and,  looking  in,  he  saw 
some  of  her  clothes.  On  Monday 
night  Pelsey  again  inquired  after 
Mrs.  King,  and  Gardelle  told  him 
she  was  at  Bath  or  Bristol,  he  knew 
not  where:  he  always  diflR^red  in 


KNAPP  &  BALDWINS  NEWGATB  CALBiVDAR.       aQl 

hit  accoanC  of  her,  but  no  suspi-  eipected  Mrs.  King  home  in  the 

cion  of  murder  was  yet  entcrtiiineJ.  eveaing,  and  therefore  desired  that 

On  Tuesday  morning,  Pelsey,  who  she  would  provide  herself  a  lodging^ 

was  going  up  to  his  master's  room,  giving  tier,  at  the  same  time,  two 

smelt  something  oifensiFe,  and  aslLed  of  Mrs.  King's  shifts;  and,  being 

Gardeile,  who  was  shoving  Up  the  thus  dismissed,  she  went  awaj. 

sash  of  the  window  on  the  stair.  Pritchard,  the  char*womao,  still 

case,   what  it  was.     Gardellc   re.  continued  in  her  office.    The  water 

plied,  somebody  had  put  a  bone  in  having  failed  In  the  cistern  on  the 

the  fire:  the  truth,  however,  was,  Tuesday,  she  had  recourse  to  that 

that,  while  Walker  was  employed  in    (he     watcr.tnb    in    the    back 

in  mending  and  making  some  linen  kitchen.      Upon   pulling  out    the 

in  the  parlour,  he  had  been  burn,  spigot   a    little    water    run    out; 

ing  some  of  Mrs.  King's  bones  in  but,  as  there  appeared  to  be  more 

the  garret.     At  night  Pelsey   re-  in,  she  got  upon  a   ledge,    and, 

newed    his    inquiries    after    Mrs.  putting  her  hand  in,  she  felt  some. 

King,  and  Gardelle  answered,  with  thing   soft:    she    then    fetched    a 

a  seeming  impatience,  ^  Me  know  poker,  and,  pressing  down  the  con* 

not  of  Mrs.  King  ;  she  give  me  a  tents  of  the  (ub,  she  got  water  in  a 

great  deal  of  trouble,  but  me  shall  pail.     This  circumstance  she  told 

hear   of    her    on    Wednesday   or  Pelsey,  and  they  agreed  the  first 

Thursday:'  yet  he  still  talked  of  opportunity  to  see  what  the  things  lii 

sitting  up  for  her ;  and  ail  this  while  the  water.tub  were ;  yet  so  languid 

nobody  seems  to  have  suspected  a  was  their  curiosity,  and  so  careless 

murder.  were  they  of  the  event*  that  it  was 

On  Tuesday  night  he  told  Mrs.  Thursday  before  this  tub  was  ei^. 

Walker  he  would  sit  up  till  Mrs.  amined.     They   found    in    it    the 

King  came  home,  though  he  had  blankets,  sheets,  and  coverlet,  that 

before  told  her   she  was  out   of  Gardelle  had  put  in  to  soak  :  after 

town,  and  desired  her  to  go  to  bed,  spreading,  shaking,  and  looking  at 

to  which  she  consented.     As  soon  them,  they  put  them  again  into  the 

as  she  was  in  brd  he  renewed  his  tub ;  and  the  next  morning,  when 

horrid  employment  of  cutting  the  Pelsey  came  down,  he  saw  the  cur* 

body  to  pieces,  and  disposing  of  it  tain  hanging  on  the  banbters  of  the 

io  different  places  :  the  bowels  he  kitchen  stairs :  upon  looking  down, 

^  threw  down  the  necessary  ;  and  the  he  saw  Gardelle  just  come  out  at 

flesh  of  the  bodj  and  limbs,  cut  to  the  wash-house  door,  where  the  tub 

pieces,  he  scattered  about  in  the  stood.    When  Pritchard,  the  char, 

cock-loft,  where  he  supposed  they  woman,  came,  he  asked  her  if  she 

would  dry  and  perish  without  pu.  had  been  taking  the  curtain  out  of 

trefaction.      About   two    o'clock  thetub;andshesaid*No.'  She  then 

lA  the  morning,  however,  he  was  went  and  looked  in  the  tub,  aod 

interrnpted ;    for   Walker  having  found  the  sheets  had  been  wrung 

waked,  and  not  finding  him,  she  out.     Upon  thik  the  first  step  was 

went  down,  and  found  him  stand,  taken  tovrards  inquiring  after  the 

ing  upon  the  stairs :  he  then,  at  her  unhappy   woman,   who  had    now 

solicitation,  went  op  with  her  to  lain  dead  more  than  a  week  in  the 

bed.  house.     Pelsey  found  out  the  maid 

Wednesday  passed  like  the  pre-  whom  Gardelle  had  dumissed,  and 

ceding  days ;  aod  on  Thursday  he  asked  her  if  she  had  pnC  any  bi*d« 

told  his  female  companion  that  he  clothes  into   the  water :    she  said 
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<  No/ and  teemed  frightened.  Pd- 
ftjr  was  thcni  also  alarmed,  and  told 
hif  master* 

These  particalart  also  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Barron,  an 
apothecarj  in  the  neighborhood, 
who  went  the  same  daj  to  Mrs. 
King's  hoase,  and  inquired  of  Gar. 
delle  where  she  was.  He  trembled, 
and  told  him,  with  great  coofasion, 
that  sho  was  gone  to  Bath.  The 
■eit  daj,  therefore,  Saturday,  he 
carried  the  maid  before  Mr.  Field- 
ing, the  jnstice,  to  make  her  depo- 
•ition,  and  obtained  a  warrant  to 
take  Gardelle  into  costoJj.  When 
the  warrant  was  obtained,  Mr.  Bar- 
ron, wilh  the  constable,  and  some 
others,  went  to  the  house,  where 
they  found  Gardelle,  and  charged 
him  with  the  murder :  he  denied  it, 
but  ioon  after  dropped  down  in  a 
•woon^  When  he  recorered  they 
demanded  the  key  of  Mrs.  King's 
chamber ;  but  he  said  she  had  got 
it  with  her  in  the  country:  the 
constable,  therefore,  got  in  at  the 
window,  and  opened  the  door  that 
communicated  with  the  parlour, 
and  they  all  went  in.  They  found 
vpoa  the  bed  a  pair  of  blankets, 
wet,  and  a  pair  of  sheets  that  ap- 
peared not  to  have  been  lain  in; 
and  the  curtain  also  which  Pelicy 
and  the  diar-woman  had  seen  first 
ia  the  water-tub,  and  then  on  the 
banbters,  was  found  put  up  in  its 
place,  wet.  Upon  taking  off  the 
clothes  the  bed  appeared  bloody ; 
the  blankets  also  were  bloody,  and 
marks  of  blood  appeared  in  other 
places :  baring  taken  his  keys,  they 
went  up  into  his  room,  where  they 
fonod  the  bloody  shift  and  shirt 

The  prisoner,  wifh  all  these  to- 
kens of  his  guilt,  was  then  carried 
before  Justice  Fielding,  and,  though 
he  stiffly  denied  the  fact,  was  com- 
mitted. On  the  Monday  a  car- 
penter and  bricklayer  were  sent  to 
search  the  house  for  the  body,  and 


Mr.  Barron  went  frith  tlmm.  latha 
necessary  they  found  what  he  called 
the  contents  of  the  bowels  of  a  hsu 
man  body,  but  what  were  certahnlj^ 
the  bowels  themselres ;  and  in  the 
cock-loft  they  found  the  parts  of 
generation,  oneofthebreasta,iomo 
other  muscular  parts,  add  somd 
bones.  They  percetted  also  that 
there  had  been  a  fire  in  the  garret, 
and  some  fragments  of  bones,  half 
consumed,  were  found  in  the  chim- 
ney, so  large  as  to  be  known  to  be 
human.  On  the  Thursday  before 
he  had  carried  an  oral  chip-box  to 
one  Perronneau,  a  painter  in  ena- 
mel, who  had  employed  him  in  co* 
pying,  and,  pretending  it  contained 
colours  of  great  ralue,  desired  him 
to  keep  it,  saying  he  was  noeasfr  to 
leare  it  at  Mrs.  King's  while  she 
was  absent  at  Bath.  Perronneau, 
when  he  heard  Gardelle  was  takes 
np,  opened  the  box,  and  fowid  in 
it  a  gold  watch  and  chain,  a  pair  of 
bracelets,  and  a  pair  of  ear-rings, 
which  were  known  to  be  Mrs. 
King's.  To  this  force  of  eridenoe 
Gardelle  at  length  gar e  way,  and 
confessed  the  fact,  but  signed  no 
confession.  He  was  sent  to  the  Now 
Prison,  where  he  attempted  to  de- 
stroy  himself  by  swallowing  some 
opium,  which  he  had  kept  seferri 
years  by  him  as  a  remedy  for  the 
tooth-ache.  He  took  at  one  dose 
forty  grains,  which  was  so  far  from 
answering  his  purpose  that  it  did 
not  procure  him  sleep ;  though  ho 
declared  he  had  not  slept  onceaiaoe 
the  commisrion  of  the  fact,  nor  dhl 
he  sleep  for  more  than  a  fortnight 
after  this  time.  When  he  foond  tim 
opium  did  not  produce  the  effoot  Jw 
desired,  he  swallowed  halfpence  to 
the  number  of  twelve ;  but  neither 
did  these  bring  on  any  fatal  symp- 
tom, whatever  pain  or  disorders 
they  might  cause,  which  is  remark- 
able, b^ose  rerdigrise,  the  aelo- 
tion  of  copper,  i*  a  very  powerfnl 
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and  acii?e  poison,  and  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  would  act  as  a  dis- 
solfent  upon  them. 

On  the  U  of  March  he  was 
brought  to  Newgate,  and  diligently 
watched,  to  prerent  any  further 
attempts  upon  his  life.  He  showed 
strong  marks  of  penitence  and  con- 
trition, and  behaved  with  great  hu. 
mility,  openpcss,  and  courtesy,  to 
those  who  visited  him. 

On  Thursday,  the  2d  of  April, 
he  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  ; 
and,  in  his  defence,  he  insisted  only 
that  he  had  no  malice  to  the  de- 
ceased,  and  that  her  death  was  the 
consequence  of  the  fall.  He  was 
convicted,  and  sentenced  to  be  cxe* 
coted  on  Saturday,  the  4th.  The 
account  which  he  wrote  in  prison, 
and  which  is  mentioned  in  this  nar« 
rative,  is  dated  the  )8th  of  March, 
though  he  did  not  communicate  it 
till  after  his  trial.  The  night  after 
his  condemnation  his  behaviour  was 
extravagant  and  outrageous ;  jet 
the  next  morning  he  was  composed 
and  quiet,  and  said  he  had  slept 
three  or  four  hours  in  the  night. 
When  he  was  asked  why  he  did  not 
make  his  escape,  he  answered  that 
be  feared  some  innocent  person 
might  then  suffer  in  his  stead.  He 
declared  he  had  no  design  to  rob 
Mrs.  King,  but  that  he  removed 
some  of  the  things  merely  to  give 
credit  to  the  story  of  her  journey 
to  Bath  :  he  declared,  too,  that  he 
never  had  any  sentiments  of  love  or 
jealousy  with  respect  to  Mrs.  King ; 
though  it  is  evident  hb  friends,  who 
prescribed  for  his  lowness  of  spirits, 
supposed  that  he  had. 


He  affirmed  that  he  regarded  the 
woman  they  brought  him  with  hor- 
ror, but  that  he  did  not  dare  to  re- 
fuse her,  lest  it  should  produce  new 
suspicions  with  respect  to  the  cause 
of  his  uneasiness.  It  is,  however, 
certain,  that  he  felt  the  ill  effecti 
of  her  company  in  more  ways  than 
one  to  his  last  hour. 

He  was  executed  April  the  4th9 
1761,  amidst  the  shouts  and  hisses 
of  an  indignant  populace,  in  the 
Haymarket,  near  Panton  Street, 
to  which  he  was  led  by  Mrs.  King's 
house,  where  the  cart  made  a  stop, 
and  at  which  he  just  gave  a  look. 
His  body  was  hurig  in  chains  upon 
Hounslow  Heath. 

One  reflection^  upon  reading  this 
dreadful  narrative,  will  probably 
arise  in  the  mind  of  the  attentire 
reader;  the  advantages  of  virtue 
with  respect  to  our  social  connex. 
ions,  and  the  interest  that  others 
take  in  what  befalls  us.  It  does 
not  appear  that,  during  all  the 
time  Mrs.  King  was  missing,  she 
was  inquired  after  by  one  relation 
or  friend ;  the  ra^irder  was  disco- 
vered by  strangers,  almost  withoot 
solicitude  or  inqairy ;  the  morderer 
was  secured  by  strangers,  and  by 
strangers  the  prosecution  against 
him  was  carried  on. 

But  who  is  there,  of  honest  repu- 
tation, however  poor,  that  could  be 
missing  a  day,  without  becoming 
the  subject  of  many  interesting  in- 
quiries, without  exciting- solicitude 
and  fears  that  would  have  had  no 
rest  till  the  truth  had  been  disco- 
vered, and  the  injury,  if  any,  had 
been  avenged  ? 


JOHN  BRETT, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FOUGERT. 


Tnis  offender  was  the  son  of  a 
clergyman  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
and,  having  received  an  excellent 
•daealiOB,   obtained    an   ensigu'a 


commission  in  the  49th  regiment  of 
foot,  on  the  Irish  establishment, 
when  he  was  about  twenty  years  of 
age. 


m$     K  %Arr  m  eutLDwris-^  xcvg  atx  c.u.13Rmul 


UBi     lRrbm9Bk]t 


s    n 


dbaigf  vcfctke 


TWrcf«M»t 
•f  MCtiritf,  Bffctt  «»  at  a  Jms 
kci«r  to  dtfpMe  sf  kh  cisc^  aadi 
ffcrrrapoa  look  toa  habit  of  gauia^ 
wUcfc  iacsrfcd  dbe  cauarc  of  Ua 
falWr  io-iay^  who  biaacd  lum  for 
M*comdm€t  fo  McoMttOit  mitk  iW 
iatanest  of  kif  linrilj.  Rccriaiiaa. 
fiosf  bccowiag  Batsal,  the^UmUj 
heeame  mmemsy^Mmd  BreU  wished 
for  aa  opportaailj  of  idaniiag  fo 
Eorope. 

Hiib  opportanitj  sooo  ofiercd  ; 
bol,  to  lead  to  tile  occasioa,  ve 
■oftt  sMotioo  the  folio viDg  fact : — 
Deterters  froa  the  ttfjimemu  in 
Great  Britaia,  aad  fonelwef  per. 
foot  who  hare  beea  capitaUj  cob. 
ricted,  are  lent  fo  lerre  in  regi. 
»eot0  ia  fhe  West  lodiet;  and  the 
oflfeen  oo  dotj  there  go  in  rota, 
tfon  fo  Kngiaml  fo  examine  sach 
pertottf  before  they  are  tent  over. 
Nov  it  happened  that,  at  the  pe- 
riod of  vhicii  we  are  writing,  the 
oflker  appointed  to  tail  to  the  port 
oi  f^ndon  wished  rather  to  remain 
in  Jamaica ;  and  Brett  mikiog  ap- 
plication to  go  in  bu  itead,  hu  re. 
qaett  was  complied  with ;  aod  he 
tailed  in  a  man  of  war,  which  landed 
him  at  Porttmontb. 

Going  immediately  to  London, 
he  associated  with  a  tet  of  gam- 
blers, who  toon  stripped  him  of  hu 

*n  money,  and  likewite  of  tome 
k  with  which  ha  was  intrutted 


■■ft  ffvqvciit  Ike  iti 
jr.  amd  jo«  may 

tances  oa  that  acKowni.  ihaicao 
more  to  add  atpveKat,  bwtin 
joo  wai  be  kiad  rna^b  tm 
ply  with  Ibis  at  h  wfll  Boc  €^j  ha 
of  service  to  iiiia,  bwt  to  nsfself 
likewise;  and  in  so  diiing  yon  will 
tery  mncb  oblige 

^  Year  hamble  «rranC, 
*'  WaLTsa  PniaoLB.* 

This  letter  was  dated  from  the 
West  ladies,  bat  aot  wtittai  in 
Mr.  Pfingle's  hand,  a  cimmstaBoa 
that  gave  some  saspidon  to  the  gen- 
tiemea  fo  whom  It  was  dirrctad; 
who  were  sarprised  that  the  peisoa 
in  whole  faroor  it  was  drawn  did 
not  deliver  the  letter  himsdf,  bat 
sent  it  by  the  post.  Thb  occa- 
sioncd  suspicion  of  a  forgery  ;  and 
the  gentlemen  resolved  not  to  ac- 
oept  any  bilk  in  cooseqacnee  of  the 
letter. 

A  few  days  aflerwards  they  re- 
ceived a  bill,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing b  a  copy : 

« Mar^  18,  1701. 
*  Gentlemen, 

*  Twenty  days  after  sight  please 
to  pay  Mr.  William  Hq^ins,  or 
order,  fifty  pounds;  and  charge 
the  same  to  the  account  of  Walter 
Pringle,  Esq.  of  St.  Chrbfopher*t, 
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merchant,  ai  per  adfioe  you  will 
find  by  a  letter  of  credit  in  my  fa* 
?our  by  Walter  Pringle. 

*  Richard  Houton.' 

As  it  was  known  that  no  packet 
had  arriTed  about  that  time  from 
the  West  Indies,  little  doubt  re- 
mained but  that  a  forgery  had  been 
committed;  wherefore  the  mer- 
chants determined  to  make  the  most 
cautious  inquiry.  On  the  Monday 
following  a  gentleman,  named  Hug. 
gins,  called  for  the  bill,  on  which 
Mr.  Mullison  asked  him  how  he 
came  by  it.  He  acknowledged  to 
hare  recei?ed  It,  in  his  shop,  of  a 
person  who  would  call  again. 

Hereupon  a  peace-officer  was  em- 
ployed to  attend  at  Mr.  Huggins's 
house;  and  two  days  afterwards 
Brett  came,  and,  being  carried  be- 
fore Sir  John  Fielding,  he  acknow- 
ledged the  forgery  not  only  of  the 
bill,  but  of  the  letter  of  credit,  on 
which  he  was  committed  to  New- 
gate. 

Brett,  being  brought  to  his  trial^ 
pleaded  ^Not  guilty;'  but,  when 
Mr.  Mullison  had  sworn  to  the 
facts,  he  bogged  lea?e  to  retract  his 
former  plea,  and,  having  remarked 
that  he  had  been  ill  advised  by  his 
attorney,  said,  ^  I  will  not  give  the 
Court  any  trouble  to  prove  the 
same  Richard  Horton  not  to  be  his 
handwriting;  I  have  nothing  to 
say  but  to  plead  guilty ;'  and  in 
consequence  hereof  he  received  sen- 
tence of  death. 

After  conviction  he  behaved  in 
the  most  contrite  and  penitent  man. 
ner.  His  father  made  all  possible 
intercession  to  obtain  the  royal 
mercy  for  bis  unfortunate  son  ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  he  wrote  to  him, 
to  advise  him  to  make  proper  pre- 
paration for  that  ignominious  death 
which  he  had  but  too  much  reason 
to  eipect.  Great  interest  was  made 
to  save  him,  but  in  vain  :  the  crime 
was  of  such  a  nature^  that  it  would 

VOL.  11. 


have  been  a  point  of  false  lenity  t^ 
pardon  it  in  a  commercial  kingdom. 

On  the  day  of  execution  Brett 
was  conveyed  to  Tyburn,  with  * 
three  other  malefactors,  one  of 
whom  was  David  Morgan,  who  had 
been  convicted  of  robbing  Mr. 
Dobbison  on  Finchley  Common. 
When  at  the  place  of  execution,  a 
respite  was  brought  for  Morgan, 
just  as  the  executioner  was  on  the 
point  of  tying  him  up.  This  being 
deceived  by  the  under-sheriff,  he 
went  into  the  cart,  saying  ^  Which 
is  Morgan  ?'  to  which  he  answered 
*My  name  is  Morgan:'  on  which 
the  under-sheriff  said  f  joose  him  ; 
take  him  away.'  Morgan,  now 
turning  to  Brett,  said  *  My  re- 
prieve is  come ;  fare  you  well !' 
and  they  took  a  most  affectionate 
leave  of  each  other,  after  which 
Brett  earnestly  continued  his  devo- 
tions to  the  last  moment. 

Morgan's  reprieve  arose  from  the 
following  circumstance.  Ho  had 
stopped  the  above-mentioned  Mr. 
Dobbison  and  Mr.  Aukland  in  a 
chaise.  Dobbison  attempted  to  fire 
abluhderbuss  at  him;  but  it  Hashed 
in  the  pan.  On  this  Dobbison 
begged  his  life ;  to  which  Morgan 
replied,  ^  God  forbid  I  should  take, 
your  life  :  you  know  what  I  want; 
I  am  in  necessity.'  Mr.  Aukland 
said,  *  All  you  can  desire  of  a  gen. 
tleman  is  to  ask  your  pardon  ;'  to 
which  Morgan  replied  ^  1  do  not 
desire  even  that.' 

Brett  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on 
the  12th  of  June,  1761. 

After  the  repeated  remarks  we 
have  made  on  the  nature,  danger, 
and  consequence  of  the  crime  of 
forgery,  it  will  be  the  less  necessary 
to  extend  our  observations  on  this 
particular  case  of  Brett.  One  ob- 
servation^  however,  is  too  striking 
to  be  omitted.  He  was  a  military 
man.  Military  men  universally  con- 
sider themselves  as  gentlemen  ;  so, 

53 


506        KNA.PP  &  BALDWIN*^  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


indeed,  thej  ought  to  be^  and  as 
such  they  ought  to  beha? e ;  but  the 
misfortune  is,  that  the  pay  of  offi- 
cers, excepting  those  in  the  higher 
ranks,  is  not  equal  bj  the  day  to 
what  a  ticket-porter  will  get  in 


London.  Officers,  therefore,  of  all 
men,  !>houId  learn  the  great  leisoo 
of  frugality,  if  they  would  wish  t& 
liTe  with  credit  in  that  rank  to 
which  their  Interest  or  merit  may 
bare  advanced  them. 


JOHN  M*NAUGHTOX,  ESQ. 

EXECCTEO  roa  THE  If  URDEA  OF  MISS  K.JIOZ. 


Jous  M^Nauoutok,  Esq*  was 
the  son  of  a  merchant  at  Derry, 
whose  father  had  been  an  alderman 
of  Dublin.  To  an  outward  form, 
which  was  perfectly  engaging,  he 
added  the  gcntcclest  demeanour,  so 
as  to  promise  the  J^ry  reverse  of 
w  hat  was  the  real  dbpo»ition  of  hu 
funi,  which  was  subject  to  every 
blast  of  passion ;  and,  though  there 
was  a  great  decree  of  love  and  soft- 
ness in  his  composition,  yet,  w  hen 
ruffled  and  opposed,  he  was  sud- 
denly transformed,  all  his  seeming 
rationality  instantly  disappeared, 
and  he  became  dcspeiate  ajyid  dan- 
gerous. 

Mr.  M*NaB|:hton  w^s  educated 
in  Trinity  ColUge^  Dublin.  When 
of  age  he  cntcnti  into  a  landed  es- 
tate of  six  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
in  the  ceo  my  of  Tv  rone,  which  was 
left  him  by  Dr.  M^Nanghton,  hb 
uncle. 

The  6rst  vice  he  fell  into  was 
gaming,  by  which  he  very  soon  did 
great  injury  to  bb  fortune;  aisd 
though  be  continued  (at  mo5t  no- 
vice* do  who  play  with  sharpers)  in 
a  cofMtaot  run  of  ill  luck,  and  was 
soon  obliged  to  mortgage,  yet  his 
losses  made  no  visible  alteration  in 
his  temper.  His  pride  kept  him 
Hitbin  due  bounds  there.  All  was 
placid  with  the  polite  M^Naugh ton, 
and  he  lost  bis  money  to  the  very 
last  with  that  graceful  composure 
that  became  tlie  man  who  had  a 
plentiful  fortune  4o  sup|)ort  it.  But, 
»trong  ai  his  pas&iun  this  way  might 
^  was  not  strong  cr.ough  to  se. 


cure  him  against  the  attacks  of 
love ;  and,  becoming  attached  to  a 
young  lady,  he  very  spcedHy  mar* 
ried  her.  Tho  reader  may  vrdi 
suppose  that  the  onaroidable  ex« 
penses  of  a  wife  and  servants  m 
Dublin  (as  he  pursued  his  old 
course  of  gaming)  must  soon  in- 
crease his  difficulties,  and  iotrodnca 
a  new  scene  of  troubles.  It  did  so 
most  fatally,  as  will  appear  by  tbu 
following  melancholy  JMOdeot. 

A  sheriff's  writ  was  taken  oat 
against  Mr.  M^Naughton  for  soaui 
large  debt  i  and,  as  he  suspected  tha 
danger,  bQ  kept  himself  as  secure 
at  home  as  possible,  by  which 
means  the  bailiffs  could  get  no  ad- 
mittance. The  creditor,  or  some 
other  persons  concerned,  hearing 
this,  had  influence  enough  with  tho 
high-sheriff  to  prevail  on  him  to  go 
to  Mr.  M*Naughton*s  house,  and 
take  him  prisoner* 

As  the  sheriff  went  in  a  chair, 
and  appeared  like  a  gentleman,  the 
servants  admitted  him,  and  showed 
him  into  a  parlour,  ^ where  their 
master  was  alone ;  the  sheriff  toU 
him  he  was  his  prisoner.  On  this 
M^Nanghtoo  flew  into  a  rage,  and, 
calling  out  for  pistols,  he  frighted 
his  poor  listening  wife  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  premature  labonr  fol- 
lowed, and  she  died  in  childbed. 

The  high-sheriff  was  greatly  and 
universally  blamed  for  thu  seess- 
ingly  officioBs  behaviour  ;  but  this 
dreadful  consequence  threw  Mr. 
M^Naoghton  into  such  distraction, 
that  be  made  several  attempts  upon 
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his  life,  ind  he  was  obliged  to'  be 
attended  and  watched  for  some 
months  after.  At  his  return  from 
the  country,  after  eighteen  months' 
absence,  he  appeared  greatlj  aU 
tercd,  like  a  wretch  worn  out  with 
grief,  so  very  susceptible  was  that 
frail  man  of  the  excess  of  every  pas. 
sion.  But  this  fatal  accident,  which 
was  near  costing  him  his  life,  was 
attended  with  one  good  conse- 
quence—it immediately  cut  off  all 
expense ;  and  that  long  retirement 
into  the  country  was  of  some  ser- 
rice  to  his  troubled  fortunes,  and 
gare  him  an  opportunity,  at  his  re. 
tnro  to  Dublin,  to  appear  in  some 
degree  of  splendour. 

Time,  amusements,  and  the  gai. 
cty  of  a  court,  are  the  best  phy. 
sicians  for  erery  grief.  There  he 
renewed  his  old^  and,  no  doubt, 
contracted  new'  friendships,  and 
kept  most  faithfully  to  his  favorite 
Tice,  gaming,  which  ho  then  pur. 
sued  with  great  spirit. 

Some  few  years  before  this,  when 
Mr.  M^Naughton  had  both  charac 
ter  and  interest  In  the  world,  he 
was  appointed  collector  for  the 
county  of  Colerain  ;  but  the  pnbw 
lie  money  soon  became  a  dangerous 
commodity  in  the  hands  of  a  game- 
ster ;  and,  when  there  began  to  bo  a 
largo  balance  against  him,  he  not. 
only  lost  that  profitable  employ. 
ment,  but  was  obliged  to  get  one  of 
his  wife's  relations  to  be  security 
for  him,  and  it  it  said  that  gentle- 
man remained  some  time  after  in 
trooble  on  his  account  The'los»  of 
that  employment  was  the  first  mark 
of  public  discredit  that  befell  this 
unhappy  man. 

About  the  period  of  his  revivrng 
from  his  troubles  Mr.  M^Naughton 
made  his  addresses  secretly  to  Miss 
Kooz,  daughter  of  Richard  Knox, 
Eitq.  of  Prohen,  in  the  county  of 
Jlerry,  a  gentleman  possessed  of  an 
estate    of   about    fifte^  liundrud 


pounds  per  annum  ;  and  as,  by  the 
marriage  settlement,  fi?e  thousand 
pounds  had  been  settled  (h  the 
younger  children.  Miss  Knox^  bar- 
ing only  one  brother  and  no  sister, 
was  entilled  to  the  whole  of  the  fire 
thousand  pounds,  even  though  she 
disobliged  her  parents  by  marriage* 
— We  roust  add  to  this  bait  the 
beauty,  sweetness  of  temper,  and 
other  accomplishments  of  the  young 
lady,  which  were  remarkable.  She 
was  then  about  fifteen. 

Mr.  M'Naughton,  who  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  her  father's,  and 
a  constant  tisitor,  soon  obtained  a 
promise  from  the  young  lady  to 
marry  him,  if  ho  could  get  her  fa- 
ther's consent. 

He  was  soon  after  encouraged  to 
talk  with  Mr.  Knox  on  that  sub. 
ject,  who  not  only  absolutely  re- 
fused his  consent,  and  gave  his  rea. 
sons  for  it,  but  showed  his  resent, 
ment  by  forbidding  him  his  house. 

Mr.  M^Naughton  then  begged 
Mr.  Knox  would  permit  him  to 
visit  as  formerly,  as  he  said  it  would 
look  strange  to  the  world  to  be  for- 
bid  visiting  a  family  in  which  all  the 
neighbours  knew  he  had  been  so  in- 
timate, and  solemnly  promised, 
upon  his  honour,  never  more  to 
think  of,  or  mention,  this  affair; 
and  added,  that,  as  he  had  not 
spoken  of  it  to  the  young  lady,  Mr. 
Knox  never  need  do  it,  and  so  the 
affair  would  drop  of  itself. 

Thus  were  the  father's  eyes  and 
ears  once  more  sealed  up  by  this 
artful  man,  who  continued  his  ad- 
dresses to  the  daughter,  and  told  her 
Mr.  Knox  had  promised  him  his 
consent;  but  desiring,  however, 
that  no  farther  mention  might  be 
made  of  the  aff'air  for  a  year  or  two, 
till  some  material  business  was  d^. 
cided,  which  he  would  acquaint  him 
with. 

Thus  he  deceived  the  young  lady^ 
who  now  more  freely  gavt  way  to 
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gmmoKkf  ami  agaui  pmnuKii  «h«  v&iidt  dui  pno^  obi  onfy  hi 

vwUd  nuwrp  him.  a»  iooa  at  due  camnnin   Ukv^  jnii 

c—giC  <paB  ofccauigtl.,   Tims  he  re.-  pay  aiMmmaddmum^i 

■ouw^saoKi&iierCoaalaadf  vsfidb*  li  prate&ii»  due  ita-  jnan^  luif'ft 

flBf  JB  ayyortniiiDp  to  canyfaoe  hm  h^uq 

desth^^  tnst  *(ui£  at  ftuff 

Otae  cKof .  beuif  n  cmiipanT  «ttj^        Ac  diu  ffin*  Xe.  M^^ 

Km  Knox  and  tjonu^  ywritfinam  tof  aAfJcamftnt  faan.  ftu 

fftfvrp  btt;)  in  &  fHfarcrf  raont  la  tiUiirfiiu  cudii  out  anaat  t»  thn 

thr  boose,  he  pressed  her  to  aurry  Cai&rt  mt  DtfepiBf^  viae  the  foe* 

Iniy  protHCSn^  he  nev«v  coold  be  ner  decrse  was  candrMd,  !■  cui^ 

leppy  t3I  he  was  wre  a€  her ;  and  loivcnce  ef  diB  decree  JmtgltStmtt 

widt  an  air  of  sprighdy  raillexTy  luiied  ha   vansU  to  appRknd 

pnlSa^  oot  a.  prayer^-boofc,  be  be-  huu 

gan  Co  n*ad  the  oarria^  senicer         Wlien   M*Xan|$litoa   bcnfd  tbif 

and  BUBted  on  die  yoanfc  Udy's  he  lyrote  a  maittanyfcnjt  Ibei  iifi  ■ 

oiekuii^  du  reapiMueA,  whicb.  she  cng  letter  t4»  die  pn%e^  '■'y  >^  * 

did  ;  bat  to  every  one  ihe  alwiyi  saai,  Uy  to  v»t  to  bove  bui  unr« 

added,  ^  proiidai  her  fadier  co»>  dered^  vbcii  be  was  fiut  al  the  as-> 

senteJ.*  wes  tbere^  bat  miamsd  bsim^  by  tbc 

^me  shart  time  ai^cr  t&a,  Miu  judo's  taking  asafiber  rand.  Up«n 

Knox  goctt^  to  a  f ciend^s  bafue,  on  ihii  the  jad^  appfied  to  tbe  lotd 

a  vcek^s  visit,  Xr.  M^^Xaagbtan^  cbkf  jvatiee,  wbe  isatd  e«t  aa- 

bckif  abo  aa  intimate  there,  anon  atbcr  writ  zganasc  b■^  tbal  divte 

f(on«wed  her.     Here  be  iaed  hm  ban  to  EoflanL 
jiceae  (or  action  ;  here  he  cfaioDed        llr.   M^XaagMoa    relaraed  to 

ber,  and,  callmi^  her  his  wife*  in.  Irc£andintbesauaierof  17§l,aad, 

aisled  on  eoojiiifliualiony  wbicb  the  by  constantly  borcriag  nmad  Mr. 

yonn^  lady  ab^olalely  ref aacd,  and,  Knox's baaae,  obliged  dbe  twmSkj  to 

leoTing  the bomse,  vent  directlj  and  be  npoa  tbeir  gnard,  aad  Ibc  jonag 

informed  bet  node  of  tbe  nbole  af«  lady  to  fire  like  a  redase. 
lair     On  this  Mr.   Knos    vrote        However,  abont  lbs  uiddle  of 

a  ktter    to   M^'Xaoghtoo,  teHiBg  tbe  iamaser  tbe  veataicd  to  a  place 

bias  what  a  base  dbbonorable  rll.  called  Swaddling  Bar,  to  dfiak  tbe 

lain  be  was,  and  bid  bim  arold  bis  mineral  waters  tbcre for  berbealtb: 


sight  for  ef  er.  tbitber  lbs  nnbappy  oua  f<iUo«ed 

Upon  tbe  receipt  of  thb  letter  ber,  aad  was  leea  la  a  beggar's 

M^Xaoghton   advertised   bis  mar.  babit — somcdues  ia  a  sailort  ;  tbas 

riage   in   tbe    poblic  newspapers,  disgniscd  be  was  detected,  and  tbea 

cantioning  every  other  man  not  to  swore,  in  tbe  pracnce  of  several, 

marry  bis  law  f ul  wife.  that  be  voobl  marder  tbe  whole 


This  was  answered   by  a  very  fassily  if  be  did  aot  get  posaession 

spirited  and    proper  advertisement  of  bis  wife!  And  yet  so  iafataated 

from  the  father,  with  aa  afidavit  of  were  they  as  to  safer  bim  to  g^ 

tbe  whole  aflair  from  the  danghter  away  oace  OMire  to  England,  vrbere 

annexed.  be  was  supposed  to  be  by  Btr.  Knox 

Mr.  Knox  then  brought  ao  ac  at  tbe  time  this  fatal  event  bap- 


tfon  against  him  in  the  Prerogative  pened. 

Court,  to  set  aside  thu  pretended        He  remained  in  London  till  the 

'vfoge,  which  was  found  only  to  month  of  October ;  and  several  of 

^aniract,  for  the   brc^  of  bis  acquaintaace  here,  with  whom 
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he  spent  his  c?enings,  have  since 
observed,  that  he  \vas  never  easy, 
when  alone  with  them,  but  when 
Miss  Knox  was  the  subject  of  con. 
Tersation ;  and  he  has  often  con- 
ciaded  by  saying  he  feared  that  af« 
fair  would  end  in  blood. 

During  his  residence  in  London, 
at  this  last  visit,  it  is  said  he  gamed» 
dieiited,  borrowed  money  from  all 
his  acquaintar)ce,  and  imposed  on 
many  by  forged  letters  and  false 
tokens  from  their  friends. 

It  sounds  something  severe  to 
speak  thus  harshly  of  a  gentleman, 
particularly  one  under  misfortunes. 
But  truth  must  be  observed.  A 
man  of  worth  and  honour,  brought 
to  distress  by  unforeseen  accidents, 
may,  and  often  docs,  maintain  his 
integrity  and  good  name  under  a 
serl^  of  misfortunes  ;  whereas  the 
man  reduced  to  poverty  and  dis- 
grace  by  gaming,  or  any  other  ex* 
tniTagant  vice,  too  often  descends 
to  mean  actTons ;  and  be  who  com- 
mits a  mean  action  is  in  great  dan* 
ger  of  committing  a  base  one. 

About  the  first  of  November  last 
this  unhappy  wanderer  was  seen 
•colking  in  Ireland,  and  two  nights 
prior  to  the  murder  was  known  to 
sleep  with  three  of  his  accomplices 
«t  the  house  of  one  Mr.  ■  ,  a 
hearth-money  collector.  The  morn- 
ing  of  the  10th,  the  day  the  fact 
was  committed,  they  all  came  with 
a  sack  full  of  fire.arms  to  a  little 
cabin  on  the  road.side,  where  Mr. 
Knox  was  to  pass  with  his  coach 
andsix»  From  this  cabin  M^Naugh. 
ton  detached  one  of  them  to  go  to 
'  an  old  woman  that  lived  at  some 
distance  on  the  road-side,  under 
pretence  of  buying  some  yam  of 
her,  but  really  to  wait  the  coming 
op  of  Mr.  Knox's  coach,  and  in. 
qaire  w  hose  it  wasT    When  it  ap- 


peared in  sight  he  asked  that  ques- 
tion, and  was  answered  that  it  was 
Mr. Knox, who,  with  his  family, was 
going  to  Dublin.     He  then  made 
her  point, to  show  him  how  they  sat, 
which  she  did — Mr.  Knox,  his  wife^ 
his    daughter,   ^jnd    maid.scrvant* 
As  soon  as  be  had  got  this  informa* 
tion  he  ran  off  to  inform  M^Naugh- 
ton  that  the  coach  was  coming,  and 
to  make  ready ;  that  he  had  looked 
into  the  coach,  and  that  Mr.  Knox 
was  only  attended  by  one  servant, 
and  a  faithful  fellow,  a  smilh,  who 
lived  near  him,  and  was  foster- 
father*  to  Miss  Knox,  one  whom 
M^Naughton  could  never  bribe; 
for  most  of  the  other  servants  had 
suffered  themselves  to  be  tampered 
with,  and,  when  discovered,  had 
been  discharged.    As  soon  as  the 
coach  came  near  the  cabin,  two  of 
the  accomplices,  armed  with  guns, 
presented  them  at  the  postilion  and 
coachman,  who  stopped  the  coach, 
while  M'Naughton    fired    at  the 
smith  with  a  blunderbuss.     Upon' 
this  the  faithful  smith,  who  luckily 
escaped    the    shot,   presented    his 
piece,  which  unfortunately  missed 
fire,  and  gave  M^Naughton  and  one 
of  his  comrades  an  opportunity  to 
fire  at  the  poor  fellow,  and  both 
wounded  him.     Immediately  upon 
this   two  sl^ots  were  fired  at  the 
coach,  one  by  M^Naughton  himself, 
and  another  by  one  of  his  assistants; 
and,    finding    that   the   passengers 
drew  up  the  windows,  he  ran  round, 
and  fired  into  the  coach  obliquely 
with  a  gun  loaded  with  five  balls, 
all  which  took  place  in  the  body  of 
the  unhappy  Miss  Knox.  The  nuud 
now    let  down   the   window,  and 
screamed  out  that  her  mistress  was 
murdered.  On  hearing  this,  the  only 
livery  servant    that  attended   the 
coach,  properly  armed,  came  from 

^  A  chafacter  not  much  known  or  regarded  in  England,  but  in  Ireland  of  no  tmall  no* 
tice.  That  man's  mife  was  wet  nurse,  an^Mickled  Mias.Knoz,  fiom  whence  those  poor 
pecple  geuetallv  contract  a  faithful  mketjmm* 
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bchiod  a  turf-stack,  where  he  had 
hid  himself,  and,  firing  at  M^Naugh- 
ton,  wounded  him  in  the  back; 
and  about  the  fame  time  Mr.  Knox 
from  tjie  coach  fired  one  pistol, 
which  was  the  last  of  eight  shots 
fired  on  this  strange  and  dreadful 
occasion. 

Mbs  Knox  was  carried  into  the 
cabin,  where  she  expired  in  aboat 
throe  hoars.  The  murderer  and  hb 
accomplices  fled,  bat  the  covntr/ 
was  soon  raised  in  pursuit  of  them, 
and  amongst  others  some  of  Sir 
James  CaldwcH's  light  horse,  who 
were  directed  to  search  the  house 
and  offices  of  one  Weoslow,  a  farm- 
er, not  far  dbtant  from  the  hor- 
rid scene  of  action.     But,  though 
some  of  the  family  knew  he  was 
concealed  there,  they  protended  ig- 
norance ;     so    that    M^Nanghton 
might  ha?e  escaped,  had  not  the 
corporal,  after  thej  had  searched 
every  place,  as  they  imagined,  with- 
out success,  and  were  going  away, 
bethought  himself  of  the  following 
stratagem  :— Seeing  a  labourer  dig- 
ging potatoes  in  a  piece  of  ground 
behind  the  stables,  he  said  to  hb 
comrades,  in  the  fclIow*s  hearing, 
^  It  b  a  great  pity  we  cannot  find 
this  murderer  ;  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  dbco?erer — he  would 
certainly  get  three  hundred  pounds. 
Upon  which  the  fellow  pointed  to 
a  hay-loft.     l*he  corporal  immedi- 
ately ran  up  the  ladder,  and  forced 
open     the    door  ;     upon     which 
M'Nanghton    fired    at    him,   and 
missed  him.     By  the  flash  of  the 
pbtol    the  corporal  was  directed 
where  to  fire  his  piece,  which  hap- 
pily wounding  him,  he  ran  in,  and, 
seizing  hio,  dragged  him  out,  when 
they  instantly  tied  him  on  a  car, 
and  conducted  him  to  LifTord  gaol* 
Here   he  remained  in  the  closest 
confinement,  entirely  deserted  by 
all    hb  friends    and  acquaintance, 
as  appeared  on  the  day  of  hb  trial, 


which  commenced  the  8th  of  De- 
cember, 1761,  when  he  was  ar- 
raigned, with  an  accomplice  called 
Dun  lap,  before  Baron  Mouotney, 
Mr.  Justice  Scott,  and  Coanscllor 
Smith,  who  went  down  upon  a  spe- 
cial commiisioR  to  try  them. 

M^NaughtOB  was  brought  into 
court  on  a  bier,  rolled  in  a  blaokeC, 
with  a  greasy  wooUea  nighUcapi, 
the  shirt  ia  which  he  was  taken, 
being  all  bloody  and  dirty,  and  a 
long  beard,  which  made  a  dreadful 
appearance  1  In  that  horrid  con- 
dition he  made  a  long  speech, 
pointedly  and  sensibly ;  and  com- 
plained in  the  most  pathetic  man- 
ner of  the  hard  usage  be  bad  met 
with  since  hb  confinement.  He 
said  ^  thej  had  treated  hia  like  a 
man  under  sentence,  and  not  like 
a  man  that  was  to  be  tried.*  He 
declared  he  never  intended  to  kill 
his  dear  wife  (at  saying  which  he 
wept) — that  he  only  designed  to 
take  her  a  wav.  That  he  would  make 
such  things  appear  upon  his  trial 
as  should  surprise  them  all.  But, 
alas  1  when  hb  trial  came  on,  all 
t^s  great  expectation  which  he  had 
raised  in  the  mind  of  every  one 
came  to  nothing. 

The  trial  lasted  fire  days.  The 
first  day,  the  8th,  was  spent  in- 
pleadings  to  put  off  the  trial,  and 
the  reply  of  the  counsel  for  the 
crown. 

During  these  debates  M^Naugh- 
ton  often  spoke  with  most  amaxing 
spirit  and  judgment,  and  much  more 
like  an  eminent  lawyer  than  any  of 
his  counsel ;  and  the  result  of  that 
day  was,  that  he  should  prepare  hb 
affidavit,  whidi  the  Court  would 
take  into  consideration.  Accord- 
ingly,  on  the  9th,  he  was  brought 
into  Court  again,  and  his  affidavit 
read,  in  which  he  swore  that  some 
material  witnesses  for  him  were  not 
to  be  had,  parlicularly  one  Owens, 
who,  he  said,  was  present  all  the 
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time;  but  the  judges,  after  long 
debates,  were  of  opinion  that  no- 
thing sufficient  was  offered  to  put 
off  the  trial :  however,  to  show 
their  indulgence,  they  would  gi?e 
him  that  day,  and  part  of  the  neit, 
to  see  if  he  could  strengthen  his 
affidavit  by  that  of  others.  But 
when  the  new  affidavit  was  produced, 
on  the  lOtfa,  It  was  unanimously 
and  peremptorily  resolved  by  the 
Court  that  he  bad  not  shown  suf- 
ficient caase  to  postpone  his  trial, 
and  accordingly  they  gave  him  no- 
tice to  prepare  for  it  on  the  11th, 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  judges  came  on  the  bench 
at  nine  o'clocic,  and  sat  there  till 
eleven  at  night,  without  stirring  out 
of  Court  During  the  whole  time 
of  the  trial  M'Naughton  toole  his 
notes  as  regularly  as  any  of  the  law- 
yers, and  cross-examined  all  the 
witnesses  with  the  greatest  accu- 
racy. He  was  obseryed  to  behave 
with  nncommon  resolution. 

His  chief  defence  was  founded  on 
a  letter  he  produced,  as  written  to 
him  by  Miss  Knox,  In  which  she  de- 
sired him  to  intercept  her  on  the 
road  to  Dublin,  and  take  her  away; 
bnt  this  letter  was  proved  a  forgery 
of  his  own,  which  after  condemna- 
tion he  confessed. 

He  took  great  pains  to  exculpate 
himself  from  the  least  design  to 
mnrder  any  one,  much  less  his  dear 
wife  (ai  he  always  called  her) ;  he 
declared  solemnly  that  his  Intent 
was  only  to  take  her  out  of  the 
coach,  and  carry  her  off ;  but  as  he 
received  tJie  first  wound,  from  the 
first  shot  that  was  fired,  the  anguish 
<^that  wound,  and  the  prospect  of 
his  ill  success  in  hrs  design,  so  dis. 
tractcd  him,  that,  being  wholly  in- 
▼olred  ID  confusion  and  despair,  he 
fired  he  knew  not  at  what  or  whom, 
and  had  the  misfortune  to  kill  the 
only  person  in  the  world  that  was 
dear  to  him  ;  that  hegare  the  Court 


that  trouble,  and  labored  thus, 
not  to  save  his  own  life  (for  death 
was  now  his  choice),  but  to  clear 
his  character  from  such  horrid  guilt 
as  designedly  to  murder  his  better 
half,  for  whom  alone  he  wished  to 
live. 

These  were  his  solemn  declara- 
tions ;  but  the  direct  contrary  was 
proved  in  Court  by  several  wit- 
nesses, whom  he  cross-examined 
with  great  spirit,  and  seemed  to  in- 
sinuate were  brought  there  to  de- 
stroy him  ;  and,  as  the  jury  could 
only  form  their  opinion  on  the  tes- 
timony of  the  witnesses  before 
them,  who  were  examined  on  their 
oaths  with  the  utmost  care  and  so- 
lemnity, they  brought  him  in 
*  Guilty.' 

He  heard  their  verdict  without 
the  least  concern,  telling  them 
^  They  had  acquitted  themselves 
with  justice  to  their  country;*  and, 
when  Mr.  Baron  Mountney  pro- 
nounced the  sentence  upon  him  and 
his  accomplice,  Dunlap,  who  was 
found  guilty  with  him,  though  he 
did  it  In  so  pathetic  a  manner  as 
very  visibly  affected  every  one, 
M^Naughton  appeared  with  the 
same  indifference  as  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  trial,  and  only  begged 
the  Court  would  hare  compAsion 
on  poor  Dunlap.  Ho  said  ^  he 
was  his  tenant ;  that  he  possessed  a 
very  profitable  lease,  which  was 
near  expiring ;  that  he  had  pro- 
mised htm  a  renewal  if  he  would 
assist  him  in  recovering  his  wife; 
and  that  he  had  forced  his  consent  to 
accompany  him  in  that  action.  He 
therefore  begged  of  the  Court  to 
rcprescGt  Dunlap  as  a  proper  ob- 
ject of  mercy.  For  his  own  life, 
he  said,  it  was  not  worth  asking 
for ;  and,  were  he  to  choose, 
death  should  be  his  choice,  since 
Miss  Knoit,  his  better  half,  was 
dead.' 

Agreeably    to    their    sentence. 
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M^Niughton,  with  hb  tccompUoe 
Dunlap,  were  executed  oo  Tues- 
day, the  \5th  of  December,  1761, 
near  Strabine,  in  the  county  ojf 
Tyrone,  lie  walked  to  the  place  of 
execution,  but,  being  weak  of  kis 
wounds,  was  supported  between  two 
men. 

Ue  was  dressed  in  a  white  flannel 
waistcoat  Crtromed  with  black  buU 
tons  and  holes,  a  diaper  night-cap 
tied  with  a  black  riband,  white 
stockings,  mourning  buckles,  and  a 
crape  tied  on  his  arm.  He  desired 
the  executioner  to  be  s|«eedy  ;  and 
the  fellow  pointing  to  the  ladder, 
he  mounted  u  ith  great  spiriL  The 
moment  he  was  tied  up  he  jumped 
from  it  with  such  vehemence  as 
snapped  the  rope,  and  he  fell  to 
the  ground,  but  without  dislocating 
his  neck,  or  doing  himself  much  in. 
jury.  When  they  had  raised  him 
on  his  legs  again  he  soon  recoTercd 
his  senses ;  and  the  executioner  bor- 
rowing  the  rope  from  Dun1ap«  and 
filing  it  round  M^Naughton's  neck, 
he  went  up  the  ladder  a  second 
time,  and,  tying  the  rope  himself  to 
the  gallows,  he  jumped  from  it 
again  with  the  same  force,  and  ap- 
peared dead  in  a  minute. 

Thus  died  the  once  nniTersally 
admired  M^Naughton,  in  the  38th 
year  of  hu  age,  deserted  by  all 
who  knew  him,  in  poverty  and  ig- 
nominy ! 

M^Nanghton  not  liking,  he  said, 
either  the  principles  or  doctrine  of 
the  clergyman  who  first  went  to 
prepare  him  for  death,  because,  it 
seems,  he  made  things  too  terrible 
to  him,  Mr.  Bnrgoyne  succeeded. 
As  no  carpenter  could  be  found  to 
make  the  gallows,  the  sherifi*  looked 
out  for  a  tree  proper  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  the  execution  must  hare 
been  performed  on  it,  had  not  the 
uncle  of  the  young  laily,  and  some 
othiT  gentleman,  made  the  gallows, 


aad  put  it  np.  The  sherifi*  was 
e?cn  obliged  to  take  a  party  of  sol- 
diers, and  force  a  smith  to  take  off 
his  bolts ;  otherwise  he  must  ha?e 
liecn  obliged,  contrary  to  law,  to 
execute  him  with  his  bolts  on.  The 
spectators,  who  saw  him  drop  when 
the  rope  broke,  looked  upon  it  as 
some  contrirance  for  his  esca|ie, 
which  they  fa?ored  all  they  could 
by  running  away  from  the  place, 
and  learlng  it  open.  The  fiopulace 
would  not  probably  hare  been  so 
well  disposed  towards  him  had  they 
known  of  bis  horrid  designs  of 
murder;  but  they  had  been  per- 
suaded that  he  only  meant  to  get 
possession  of  his  wife. 

The  foregobg  account  mmst  na- 
turally suggest  some  refleetioos  on 
the  high  absurdity  of  those  fathers, 
who,  baring  handsome  marriagr- 
able  daughters,  contract  friendships 
with  agreeable  young  gentlemen, 
and  inrite  them  to  be  intimates, 
without  intending  they  should  be 
husbands  to,  or  wbhing  them  to 
succeed  nith,  their  daughters.  Are 
not  the  eyes  by  such  means  directed 
to  their  natural  pleasing  objects  ? 
and  is  not  love  most  likely  to  be 
the  certain  'and  natural  conse- 
quence? When  they  meet  alone 
in  the  garden  or  the  grove,  will  not 
love  be  their  subject  ?  How  much 
more  ridicnlons  and  absurd  must 
such  fathers  appear,  who,  when  the 
discovery  is  made,  are  surprised 
and  exasperated  at  what  they  them, 
selves  have  brought  about !  It  may 
be  affirmed  that  this  very  mistake 
has  been  the  cause  of  more  real 
mischiefs  thaui  any  other  that  can 
be  named.  It  were  to  be  wished, 
therefore,  that  all  those  who  have 
been  guilty  of  so  great  an  error 
would  not  only  sincerely  repent  of, 
but  publidy  own  it,  as  such  a  con- 
fession might  prove  a  warning  to 
others. 


CotlM  Campbell  was  major-com- 
nandaiitof  the  huodrcdth  rcgi[ii<;nC 
Lof  foot  wlicn  that  corps  was  qiiar- 
L  lercd  in  the  island  of  Jersey,  from 
\  vthencoit  embarked  for  Martinique. 
[  Among  the  officers  in  this  regii 
I  HU  Captain  M'Kaarg,  who  had  ao 
embezzled  the  mDney  he  re. 
^  ccived  to  pay  hi)  company,  that  the 
men  were  starving  in  the  streets  of 
St.  Hillary,  in  Jemey,  and  waahini- 
aelf  so  greatly  icivulied  in  debt, 
that  he  took  methods  to  elude  the 
payment  of  what  he  owed  so  unbe. 
coming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman, 
that  the  secretary  at  war  acquainted 
Major  Carapbelt,  by  letter,  that,  if 

I  be  did  not  find  means  to  satisfy  his 
Creditors,  he  should  be  obliged  tu 
lay  hit  case  before  his  maji^^ly. 
Upon  receipt  of  thi>  hitcr  the 
major,  with  the  ailTieo  ul  (he  cam- 


in. chief  Bt  Jersey,  who  had 
before  sent  to  inform  him  that 
M'Kaarg's  men  were  begging  in 
the  tireels,  took  the  payment  of  his 
company  out  of  his  hands. 

Thin  necessary  step  of  his  com- 
manili'r  M'Kaarg,  in  his  mind,  re- 
sented, but  heapparently  lived  with 
him  upun  amicable  terms  ;  and, 
when  the  troops  were  embarking 
at  Jersey,  his  necessities  became  so 
pressing,  that  he  could  not  proceed 
on  his  voyage  without  pecuniary 
assistance,  which  in  *ain  he  endea- 
vored to  obtain  from  the  paymaitcr 
and  several  other  ofBcers.  He  then 
applied  to  Major  Campbell;  and 
through  him  alone  ho  «as  enabled 
(a  head  his  company  on  board  the 
trani|>or(s,  without  which  he  must 
haTO  staid  behind. 

Generous  actions  we  every  day 


I 
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sec  ill  requited  in  civil  society.    Do  orclereil  him  to  turn  cat  as  he  was : 

a  good  turn,  and,  unless  you  fol-  a  struggling  then  ensued,  and  they 

low  it  up   by  acceding  to  cztrava-  came  out  of  the  tent.     Again  they 

gant  demands,  you  will  too  often  struggled,  and    both   fell    to   the 

be  treated  with  ingratitude.     Re.  ground;  in  which  M^Raarg  was  run 

sentmcnt  follows,  and  the  doaor  is  through  the  body.     When    both 

often  impelled  to  Tiolence  npoa  the  were  down  Major  Campbell  said, 

ingrate.  *  Beg  your  life,  or  you  are  a  dead 

M^Kaarg  aspersed  the  charadar  man  ;*  to  which  the  captain  replied 

of  his  benefactor;  and  the  major  *I  do  beg  my  life:'  and  then   he 

resorted    to   nnjostiGable    resent-  exclaimed  'I  am  a  dead  man!'— ; 

ment.     He,  howeTer,  6rst  sent  the  The  major  then  got  up,  and  ordered, 

following  letter  to  the  man  whom  a  surgeon  to  be  sent  for ;  but  the 

he  was  assured  had  treatted  him  wound  piofed  mortal,  and  the  cap- 

with  dishonor  and  ingratitode :— -  tain  soon  expired. 

<Sir,  This  was  the  substance  of  the 

*  I  am  this  moment  ittformed  that  charge  against  Major  Campbell.  In 

on  some  occasions  yon  hare  taken  hb  defence  he  attempted  to  proTc 

liberties  with  my  character  nnbe-  that  Captain  H^SLaarg  was  armed, 

coming  an  officer  asd  a  gentleman,  which  the  Conrt  gave  no  credit  to,' 

I  desire  an  immediate  and  explicit  pronoandng  the  following  cnrions 

answer,  per  bearer;  and  am,  till  ^^entence: — 

thcn^  *  The  CoQrt,on  due  consideration 

^  Tonr  homble  serrant,  of  the  whole  matter  before  them, 

*  C.  Campbell/  are  of  opinion   that  Major  Colin 

To  this  letter  he  recei?ed  the  fol.  Campbell  n  guilty  of  the  crime  laid 

lowing  answer :— -  to  his  charge  ;  but  there  not  being 

^Sir,  a  majority  of  roices  sufficient  to 

^  I  have  just  now  received  y onrs,  punish  with  death  as  required  by 

and  have  taken  no  liberties  with  the  articles  of   war,    the     Court 

your  character  but  what  I  am  able  doth  adjudge  the  said  major.com* 

to  answer  for.  mandant  Colin    Campbell    to  be 

^  Yoor's,  &c.  cashiered  for  the  same ;  and  it  is  the 

^  J.  M^Kaaeo.'  further  opinion  of  the  Coert  he  is 

The  moment  the  major  received  incapable  of  serving  his  majesty  in 

this  answer  he  went,  with  a  bayonet  any   military    employment   what- 

by  his  side,  and  a  drawn  sword  in  ever. 

his  hand)   to  Captain  M^Raarg's  We  hare  called  this  a  carioiia 

tent;    and    his   rashness  was  the  sentence,   becanse,   if   there   was 

canse  of  his  disgrace.     Hence  let  not  a  majority  of  the  Conrt  snffi- 

officers  learn  to  moderate  their  pas-  cient  to  punish  with  death,  how 

8ion»|  and  to  seek  lawful  repara.  oonld  there  be  a  majority  snfident 

tion  for  injuries.  to  find  him   gnilty  of  a  crime  by 

At  the   court-martial  held  on  which  he  became    liable  to  suffer 

Major  Campbell  it  was  proved  that,  death  ?     The  law  reqatres,  in  caps, 

thus  armed,  he  assailed  the  tent  of  tal  cases,  that  three^fonrths  of  the 

Captain  M'Kaarg,  which    he  en-  members  of  a  cotirt-martial  must 

tared,  and  said  to  him,  ^  You  have  agree  in  opinion  to  find  the  party 

aspersed  my  character— turn  out.'  guilty.     Thb  Court  declares  that 

The  capUin  replied  that  *  he  had  it  did  find  him  guilty,  but  could  not 

110  small  sword.'     Then  the  major  punish  him  equal  to  his  offence.  If 
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lhree«foarths  hail  found  him  goiUy, 
they  would  lurcly  have  been  suffu 
cient  to  punish  adequately  to  the 
guilt  found ;  but,  as  (hrce-fourths 
did  not  find  hicR  capitally  guilty, 
the  Court  could  act  be  competent 
to  inflict  any  kind  of  punishment 
Oo  the  contrary,  upon  the  Tcry 
face  of  their  opinion  and  sentence, 
however  guilty,  in  fact,  he  might 
haTO  been,  ho  was  entitled  to  an  ac^ 
quittal  in  point  of  law. 

Major  Campbell  taking  ofTcnce 
at  the  conduct,  during  this  trial,  of 
General  Monktoo,  under  whom  the 
island  of  Martinique  had  been  cap- 
tured, brought  the  folio vving  charge 
against  that  gallant  general,  be. 
fore  a  court-martial  at  the  Horse 
Guards,  on  the  14th  of  April, 
1764:— 

^  For  many  wrongs  and  dolibe. 
rate  acts  of  oppression  towards  the 
said  Colin  Campbell,  when  under 
his  command,  in  the  bland  of  Mar. 
tiniquey  in  the  year  1762,  particu- 
larly by  several  acts  of  affront  and 
indignity,  both  in  the  person  of  the 
said  Colin  Campbell,  and  the  corps 
then  under  his  command ;  and  also, 
whilst  a  trial  was  pending  on  a 
charge  exhibited  against  the  said 
Colin  Campbell  before  a  general 
court-martial,  by  discouraging  his 
frlcsds,  intimidating  his  witnesses, 
and  depriTing  him  of  the  lawful 
means  of  defence,  as  well  as  by 
suppressing  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  general  conrt-martial  from  the 
Earl  of  Albemarle,  licutenant.ge. 
neral  of  his  majesty's  forces,  under 
a  pretence  of  the  said  proceedings 


having  been  transmitted  to  Great 
Britain,  when,  in  truth,  they  were 
still  in  his  own  custody  ;  and,  fur- 
thermore, by  a  cruel  confinement  of 
iho  said  Colin  Campbell,  who  was 
then  ill,  in  a  noisome  unhealthy 
prison,  even  though  it  was  at  that 
time  known  to  the  said  Major- 
general  Monkton  that  the  sentence 
against  the  said  Colin  Campbell 
was  not  capital.' 

The  opinion  of  the  Court  on  the 
trial  of  this  yictorious  general  was 
pronounced  by  the  president  in 
these  words :  ^  The  Court  is  of  opi- 
nion that  the  charge  and  complaint 
of  Colin  Campbell,  Esq.  against 
Major-general  Robert  Monkton  is 
altogether  unsupported  by  ctI- 
donee,  and,  in  some  points,  ex- 
tremely contradicted  by  the  com- 
plainant's own  witnesses,  and  doth 
hereby  most  honorably  acquit  the 
said  Major-general  Robert  Monk- 
ton  of  the  same,  and  every  part 
thereof;  and  the  Courtis  further 
of  opinion  that  the  said  charge  and 
complaint  is  groundless,  malicious, 
and  scandalous,  in  the  highest  de- 
gree ;  and  tending  not  only  to  in- 
jure the  said  major-general's  cha- 
racter, but  to  hurt  the  serrico  in 
general,  as  it  most  greatly  affect 
every  officer,  who  may  have  the 
honour  of  commaoding  a  body  of 
his  majesty's  troops^  when  he  re* 
fleets  that  his  character  and  reputa- 
tion are  liable  to  be  thus  publicly 
attacked  by  a  person  who  has  been 
dismissed  his  miyesty's  service  with 
ignominy,' 


JOHN  PERROTT, 
xzECUTan  vok  concealing  fart  of  his  effects  from  nis  creditors. 


Joni<  Pxrrott  was  born  at 
Newport  Pagnal,  tn  Buckingham, 
shire,  about  sixty  miles  north  of 
Tendon,  in  the  year  1733,  being 
about  thirty-eight  years  of  age  at 


his  death.  His  fkther  died  when 
he  was  seven  years  old,  and  his 
mother  about  two  years  afterwards, 
leaving  him  a  fortune  of  about  fif» 
teen  hundred  ponnds.    After  the 
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death  of  his  parents,  he  was,  by 
the  direction  o(fz  guardian,  placed 
in  the  foundatioo  school  of  Gilsbo- 
rough,  in  N'orthamptonihire,  where 
be  contioacd  fi?e  jeart:  he  was 
then,  Mog  about  fifteen  yean  old, 
a|iprenticed  to  hit  half-brother,  at 
Hempstead,  in  Hertfordshire,  where 
he  lerTed  out  his  time.  In  the  year 
1747  ha  came  np  to  London,  and 
began  to  trade  for  himself  in  foreign 
white  lace,  but  kept  no  shop.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1749 
he  took  a  house,  and  opened  a 
warehouse  in  Blow-bladder  Street. 
About  the  year  1763  he  remo?ed 
from  Blow.bladder  Street  to  Lnd. 
gate  Hilly  where  he  opened  a  linen, 
draper's  shop,  and  dealt  in  Tarious 

.  other  articlea,  styling  himself  mer- 
chant* From  the  time  of  his  open, 
ing  this  shop,  till  the  year  1760,  he 
returned  annoally  about  two  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  was  remarkably 
punctual  in  his  payments.  Haring 
thus  established  his  reputation,  and 
fiilding  that  no  credit  which  he 
should  ask  would  be  refused  him, 
he  formed  a  scheme  of  abusing  this 
con6dence,  which  he  began  to  put 
in  execution  by  contracting  for 
goods  of  different  sorts,  to  the 
Talue  of  thirty  thousand  pounds, 
the  greatest  part  of  which,  amount- 
ing to  the  value  of  twenty-G?e 
thousand  pounds,  he  actually  got 
into  hu  possession.  In  pursuance 
of  his  project,  it  was  necessary  to 
convert  these  goods  into  ready  mo- 
ney as  soon  as  possible :  he  there- 
fore employed  one  Henry  Thomp- 
son (who  had  for  three  or  four 
years  acted  as  his  agent,  or  broker) 
to  sell  them  for  ready  money. 
Thompson  at  this  time  kept  a  little 
house  in  Monkwell  Street,  near 
Wood  Street,  whidier  the  goods 

'  were  sent  in  the  dusk  of  the  even- 
ing, and  whither  he  invited  some  of 
the  principal  traders  to  look  at 
them,  as  goods  consigned  to  him 


from  the  places  where  they  were 
manufactured.  Perrott  always  set 
a  price  upon  them,  which  Thomp- 
son showed  to  his  chapmen,  who 
usually  fixed  another  price  at  which 
^cy  would  buy:  at  this  price 
Thompson  was  always  orden^l  to 
sell,  though  it  was  frequently  fit. 
teen  and  twenty  per  cent.  b«low 
prime  cost. 

When  he  had  thus  converted  the 
goods  he  obtained  upon  credit  into 
money,  and  tiefore  the  time  when 
he  was  to  pay  for  them  arrived,  bo 
summoned  his  creditors  together, 
who  accordingly  met  on  the  J  7th 
of  January,  1760^  at  (he  Half- 
Moon  Tavern,  in  Qieapside,  where 
he  acquainted  them  that  he  was  ns- 
able  to  pay  the  whole  of  what  be 
owed,  rderring  himself  entirely  to 
their  pleasure,  and  promising  to 
acquiesce  in  all  such  measures  as 
they  should  propose,  to  pnrsne 
their  own  benefit  and  security. 

This  conduct  and  these  profes- 
sions had  so  plausible  an  appear- 
ance that  Perrott's  creditors  con- 
ceived a  favorable  opinion  of  him, 
notwithstanding  the  loss  they  were 
likely  to  suffer :  it  was,  however, 
determined  that  a  commission  of 
bankruptcy  should  be  sued  out 
against  him;  and  Perrott  having 
agreed  to  cause  himself  to  be  denied 
the  next  day  to  a  person  whom  ius 
creditors  were  to  send  to  demand 
money,  as  the  commpn  and  most 
ready  foundation  of  commissions  of 
bankruptcy,  such  a  commission 
was  issued  against  him  on  the  10th 
of  January,  the  second  day  after 
meeting,  and  Perrott,  being  found 
and  declared  a  bankrupt,  surren- 
dered himself  as  such. 

The  ttth  of  the  same  month,  the 
4tlir  of  February,  and  the  4lh  of 
March,  were  appointed  for  hb  ap- 
pearance before  the  commissioners, 
to  make  a  full  disclosure  of  his 
estate  and  effects. 
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On  the  ^th  of  Jaanarj  he  did 
not  appear;  and  though  he  ap« 
peared  on  the  4th  ef  February,  and 
was  sworn,  yet  he  declared  that  he 
was  not  prepared  to  make  a  full 
discoTory  of  his  effects,  and  re- 
quested to  ha? ^  the  time  limited  for 
that  purpose  enlarged,  which  re- 
quest  was  granted. 

But  two  of  Perrott's  creditors 
having  been  at  this  meeting  chosen 
assignees  of  his  estate,  they  found, 
upon  an  inspection  of  his  accounts 
and  affairs,  such  a  deficiency  and 
confusion  as  gave  them  just  reason 
to  suspect  his  integrity ;  and  it  was 
now  thought  necessary  to  examine 
him  as  soon  as  possible.  He  was 
accordingly  summoned  before  the 
commissioners  on  the  S6th  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  then,  being  hard  press- 
ed, he  acknowledged  that  he  had 
bought  goods  since  the  year  1758 
to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds,  and  sold  them  himself,  or 
by  Thompson,  for  ready  money, 
at  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  under 
prime  cost;  and  that,  about  fife 
years  before,  he  hired  a  house  in 
Hyde  Street,  near  Bloomsbury 
Square,  at  thirty  pounds  per  annum 
rent,  and  furnished  it  at  the  ex. 
pense  of  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  pounds;  that  it  was  for  a 
lady,  and  that  he  lived  in  it  for 
about  a  year  and  a  half,  and  then 
quitted  it,  and  sold  the  furniture ; 
and  he  swore,  also,  that  he  had  not 
since  that  time  any  other  house  or 
lodging,  or  paid  for  the  lodging  of 
aoj  other  person. 

An  examination  which  produced 
such  proof  of  the  bankrupt's  rois- 
coodoct  greatly  increased  the  sos^ 
pidons  of  his  creditors  that  more 
knavery  was  intended ;  and  it  ap- 
peared that,  though  he  had  kept  re- 
gular books  from  1759  to  1757,  yet 
that,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  they 
were  in  some  confusion,  and  after- 
wards in  total  disorder.     Neither 


were  any  traces  to  be  discovered  of 
accounts  between  him  and  Thomp- 
son, notwithstanding  the  very  large 
transactions  between  them,  which 
was  another  reasonable  cause  to 
suspect  fraudulent  designs. 

These  transactions  between  Per- 
rott  and  Thompson  were  thought  a 
sufficient  reason  to  summon  Thomp- 
son before  the  commusiouers ;  and 
on  the  1st  of  March  he  appeared, 
and  deposed  that  he  had  sold  goods 
for  Perrott,  to  a  great  value,  at  fif- 
teen or  twenty  per  cent,  under 
prime  cost,  and  that  he  was  ordered 
by  Perrott  not  to  declare  the  goods 
were  his. 

It  was  also  discovered,  during 
this  examination  of  Thompson,  that, 
on  the  third  day  after  the  com  mis. 
sion  was  issued,  Perrott  sent  to  him 
by  his  apprentice  a  paper  parcel, 
sealed  with  three  seals,  desiring  he 
would  take  care  of  it ;  that  he  ac. 
cordingly  locked  it  up  in  his  bu- 
reau, and,  seeing  Perrott  a  day  or 
two  afterwards,  was  told  by  him 
that  it  contained  papers  relating  to 
private  transactions  between  him 
and  one  Holt,  of  Newport  PagncI, 
in  which  his  creditors  had  no  con- 
cern ;  and  that  on  Wednesday,  the 
29th  of  February,  the  day  after  his 
first  examination,  Perrott  re-do* 
manded  this  paper  parcel,  and  again 
received  it  from  Thompson,  who 
never  knew  its  contents. 

In  the  mean  time,  Perrott  know- 
ing himself  justly  suspected,  and 
apprehending  that  hb  cr^itors 
would  now  insist  on  his  making  a 
final  discovery,  on  the  4th  of  March 
he  applied  to  the  lord.koeper  by 
petition,  without  the  intervention 
or  assent  of  hb  creditors,  for  en- 
larging the  time  limited  for  such 
discovery ;  and^  when  the  commis- 
sioners met  on  the  4th  of  March, 
he  caused  them  to  be  served  with 
the  lord-kecpcr's  order  for  eo« 
larging  it  forty- six  days. 
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la  the  meaa  time,  fivther  in. 
formalion  ha  fine  been  receiTcd  of 
Perrott^i  particafar  cnnnexioas*  it 
WM  thoaffhc  proper  to  examuie  ass 
Ffttrick  Dovdij,  a  perake-maker, 
in  Bell  Yard,  near  Tenple  Bar, 
apoa  whose  examuiatioa  it  apo 
peared  that  Perrott,  aboat  a  fort- 
night after  the  comnuuioa  i^saed 
against  him,  sent  to  him  two  largo 
boxes,  anil  one  hair  tranky  whidk 
he  mid  contained  wearing  apparel, 
aad  desired  that  thej  might  be  kept 
for  him  till  he  eonid  procnre  lodg;. 
ings  for  himself ;  and  that  ia  abont 
a  week  these  boxes  were  carried  to 
the  last  honse  in  a  coart  in  Qaeen 
Square,  Holbom,  which  was  kept 
bj  a  woman  whose  name  was  Feme. 

In  order  to  pnrsne  the  track  thas 
gradnallj  fovnd  Mrs.  Ferae  was 
examined  the  28th  of  March  bj  the 
commissioners,  who  met  for  that 
purpose ;  when  she  declared  apoa 
her  oath  that  she  had  known  the 
bankrupt  about  a  jear,  and  that  he 
had  ncf  er  put  into  her  possession 
any  bank-notes,  cash,  or  any  other 
effects  whatsoeTer,  belonging  to 
him,  and  that  she  did  not  know  of 
any  effects  he  had.  Perrott  him- 
self, being  also  ciamincd  at  the 
same  time,  admitted  his  acqaaint- 
ance  with  Mrs.  Feme,  but  swore 
that  he  had  deposited  no  part  of 
his  property  with  her,  except  some 
wearing  apparel ;  and  that  the  pa- 
per parcel,  scaled  with  three  seals, 
which  he  told  Thompson  contained 
accounts  of  private  transactions  be- 
tween him  and  one  Holt,  of  New. 
port  Pagnel,  contained  nothing  but 
Icttcn  from  the  fair  sex,  which  he 
had  since  destroyed. 

His  creditors,  howcrer,  still  con- 
tinned  to  treat  him  with  great  Ic. 
nity,  and  Perrott,  in  order  to  faci- 
litate his  obtaining  his  certificate, 
formed  a  design  of  sacrificing  one 
of  them  to  the  rest. 

Ue  was  indebted  to  Mr.  liklwanl 


Whitfioa,  of  3tofthBMpfciu^ 
iiioasaiuL»  one  hnndiad 
Mr.  Whiooa  haviof  eapresKd 
self  with  some  warmth  of 


lafoar 


a 

hoakrapt,  at  the  jtrj  timm  whca  he 
ptetemfcfd  tadaiifagwatarfiaaligei 
from  hsi  lninif  m^  ia  order  te  cajalo 
WhittoQ  to  advaaoe  hnm  aMire  aa- 
aey,  ander  the  pretence  of  cabighug 
itp  I^rrott  caacwcd  a  prejjecf,  by 
which  he  coald  at  ooca  lake  off  the 
weighl  of  Mr.  Whittoa  as  a  cre- 
ditor, aady  by  ksscBiag  the  loss  of 
the  rest,  dispose  eheoi  to  traat  him 
ssore  fat  orably. 

Whca  Mr-  Whittoa,  Chciefore, 
appeared  to  dams  his  dbbi  of  faar 
thoasaad  oaehaadrcd  povads^  Fer- 
rott  preAuided  that  ao  mtore  thaa 
ifteen  or  eighteen  haadrcd  poaads 
was  legally  dae  to  has,  the  rest  of 
hm  demand  being  accamalaABd  by 
asary  and  extortioa;  for  that 
Whittoo,  whose  debt  waa  moaey 
lent,  not  oely  charged  tea  per  cent 
interest  for  the  original  loan,  bnt 
had  also  charged  Interest  apoa  ia- 
terett,  at  the  «ame  rate. 

It  is  a  sufficient  refutation  of  this 
wicked  calumny,  in  which  the  most 
flagitioBs  in  justice  was  complicated 
with  the  basest  ingratitade,  to  say 
that  the  commissioners,  alle^thc 
most  scrupnions  and  deliberate  la- 
qoiry,  allowed  the  whole  of  Mr. 
AVhitton*s  debt,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  the  other  creditors  of  Perw 
rott,  though  in  direct  opposition 
to  his  own  solemn  and  repeated 
declaration  upon  oath.  It  shonid 
not,  howcrer,  be  concealed,  that  to 
this  rery  Mr.  Whitton  Perrott  was 
principally  indebted  for  his  intro* 
dnction  into  trade,  for  his  support 
in  the  conrse  of  it,  and  for  the 
credit  he  afterwards  obtained ;  that 
ho  declared  to  sereral  persons,  that, 
whencrer  he  wanted  money,  he 
could  hare  it  of  Mr.  Whitton,  his 
dearest  and  most  vuhiablc  frieml^ 
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mt  foarpcr  cent ;  that  Perrott,  to 
ingratiate  himself  farther  with  thb 
gentleman,  made  a  will  about  the 
year  17679  in  which  he  gafe  away 
two  thousand  pounds,  and  made 
Mr.  WhIttoD  his  executor,  though 
be  was  not  then  worth  one  shil- 
ling ;  and  stjled  him  his  bai  and 
dearest  friend,  in  letters  written  so 
lately  as  1758,  to  induce  him  to 
sell  out  stock  at  considerable  loss, 
and  put  the  money  into  his  hands, 
upon  pretence  that  his  profit  would 
enable  him  to  pay  lawful  interest 
for  it,  and  replace  it  whoneTcr  it 
should  be  requircd|  at  whaterer 
price. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1760,  the 
for(j.siz  days  expired,  which  Per- 
rott  bad,  by  petition,  procured  to 
be  added  to  the  time  limited  for  the 
disclosare  of  his  estate  and  efibcts, 
and  his  final  examination. 

On  this  day,  therefore,  he  ap- 
peared before  the  commissioners, 
and  exhibited,  upon  oath,  an  ac- 
count of  hb  efiects,  which,  after 
gif  ing  him  credit  for  all  the  money 
he  had  paid,  and  making  him  debtor 
for  all  the  goods  he  had  sold,  from 
his  first  entering  into  trade  to  his 
bankruptcy,  left  a  deficiency  of  no 
\e$§  than  thirteen  thousand,  fife 
hundred,  and  thirteen  pounds.  He 
was  therefore  required  to  declare 
upon  oath  what  was  become  of 
that  sum;  to  which  he  replied, 
^  That  be  lost  two  thousand  pounds 
on  goods  which  he  had  sold  in  the 
last  year;  one  thousand  pounds, 
and  upwards,  by  mournings ;  and 
that  for  nine  or  ten  years,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  he  had  been  extremely 
exCrafagant,  and  spent  large  sums 
of  money.* 

As  Perrott,  daring  this  examina- 
tioo,  had  also  sworn  that  he  ne?er 
gismed,  and  as  the  vast  sum  unac- 
conntcd  for  came  into  his  hands 
only  in  the  last  year,  it  appeared 
scarcely  possible  that  it  should,  in 
that  one  year^  be  dissipated  by  any 


species  of  cxtraTagance :  if  not  dis- 
sipated, it  was  concealed,  and  Per- 
rott,  therefore,  was  the  same  night 
committed  to  Newgate,  for  ^  not 
baring  given  satisfactory  answers 
on  his  examination.' 

In  Newgate  he  was  constantly 
▼isited  by  Mrs.  Feme,  who  was 
always  elegantly  dressed,  and  came 
in  a  chariot  or  post-chaise,  at- 
tended by  a  servant  in  livery  or  a 
maid-servant,  or  both. 

They  used  frequently  to  dress  a 
chop  themselves,  and  Perrott  coq- 
descended  to  clean  his  own  knives ; 
yet  his  folly  and  Improridence  weto 
so  great,  that  at  this  very  time  ho 
indulged  himself  and  madam  with 
green  peas,  at  fire  shillings  a 
quart. 

After  he  had  continued  in  New. 
gate  six  weeks  he  gave  notice  to 
the  commissioners  that  he  would 
give  a  more  satisfactory  account 
of  the  deficiency  in  his  estate ;  and 
being  therefore  brought  before 
them  on  the  5th  of  Jane,  1760,  he 
gave  in,  upon  oath,  the  following 
account : — 

Fitting  np  my  warehouse  hi 
filowbladdcr  Street,  and 
furnishing  the  same    .     .    £100 
Rent  and  boy's  wages  during 

my  stay  there  ....  100 
Travelling  expenses  during 

the  same 100 

Myown  diet  during  that  time  125 
Clothes,  hats,  wigs,  and  other 

wearing  necessaries  .  •  200 
Fitting  up  my  house  on  Lud- 

gate  Hill 100 

Furnishing  the  same  •     .     .      200 
Housekeeping,    during    my 
stay     there,     with    rent, 
taxes,  and  servants'  wages  2,700 
Clothes,  hats,  wigs,  shoes, 
and  other  wearing  appa- 
rel, during  my  stay  there      720 
Trarelling  expenses  during 
my  stay  on  Ludgate  Hill      360 


Carry  forward 


.  4,705 
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£1,705 


lloTfCfl,  jnd  kecpm(  tiMn, 
brkfles,  urf  far* 
,  4arinf  mj  re- 


afld  BUw.bradJer  Street        57U 


of  dh enkm,  dariag  tke 

above  Use 9iO 

■Hieifiot  thecott. 
1  kid  oilk  the  bir 

5,550 

Fud  Mr.  TbosfMo  for  sdL 

mg  goods  bj  coonoissaoa      30t} 
For|:aTe  kia  s  debt  io  coo. 
sideratioo  of  bit   Irooble 
and  tMoe,  io  gelling  bilb 
accepted,  &c»    •     •     •     •        SO 
Lost  bj  goods  and  moaraiog  3,000 


Total  jf  16,075 


To  this  accoont  be  added  tbe 
moat  *  soleniQ  assereration,  a|K>n 
oatb,  tbat  be  bad  not  concealed 
any  part  of  his  estate  and  eiecta 
whatsoever. 

With  this  accoont  the  commis- 
sioners being  equally  diisatbfied, 
they  sent  him  back  to  Newgate,  and, 
some  time  after,  he  petitioned  the 
lord-keeper  to  be  discharged  ;  but 
his  lofd«bip,  upon  hearing  the  last 
deposition  which  Perrott  thoagbt 
fit  to  annex  to  his  petition  read, 
thought  it  so  infamous,  that  he 
would  not  order  any  attendance 
upon  it. 

As  the  creditors  had  now  no 
doubt  of  the  concealment  of  great 
part  of  Ferroti's  estate,  they  ad- 
vertised a  reward  of  twenty  per 
cent*  for  such  part  of  it  as  should 
be  discoTcrcd. 

In  consequence  of  this  advertise- 
ment one  Sarah  Reed  came  before 
the  commissioners,  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1760,  and  deposed  that  she 
liTed  with  Mrs.  Feme  as  a  servant, 
in  the  house  of  one  Mrs.  Trowers, 
in  Biunifwick  Row,  Queen  Square, 


tSi  tbe  fait  October  ;  tbat  iWroU 
there  becanie  acqMotcd  vitb  Mrs. 
Fcnse,  and  soob  after  look  ber  to 
Derby,  aad  at  ber  rctasB  made  ber 

a  prescBt  oi  tea  gwiocas  ■  a  psne* 

That  the  depOMBt,  is  Febraary, 

1700,  west  to  paj  a  rnit  to  Mrs. 

ba&wards  and 
a  forta%|t;  ttat, 
darii^  ibii  ti— ,  Slia.  Ferae,  bdag 
aboat  to  go  oat,  retaraed  ia  great 
baste  to  lock  a  barcaa,  Mjaig  tbete 
was  five  baadicd  poaads  ia  it, 
wbicb  tbe  depoacat  believct  to  be 
Perrott's  pn^perfy,  becaase  Hit. 
Ferae  bad  beea  ficqogatiy  ao  dit;. 
tressed  for  oKincy  as  to  employ*  tbe 
depoacat  to  paw  a  ber  weariag  ap. 
pard  to  disdmrge^ber  rcaL  Tbat, 
aboat  tbii  &w,  oae  Gattariao 
Bowea,  tbca  senraat  to  Mrs.  Ferae, 
told  tbe  depoacat  tbat  Mrs.  Feme 
bad  givea  ber  a  pared  of  papers, 
aod  desired  ber  to  bidetbea,  wbkb 
she  did,  bdliiid  the  pietares  and 
glasses  ia  Mrs.  Feme's  apartaieats  ; 
tbat  they  were  so  given  ber  to  bide 
because  Perrott's  assignees  were 
expected  to  search  tbe  rooms*  She 
deposed,  also,  that,  abont  a  week 
before  Perrott  and  Ferae  were 
inmmoned  to  their  ciamination, 
she  went  op  with  Catharine  Bowen 
into  the  garret,  where  Bowea  took 
np  a  cushion  that  lay  in  a  great 
chair,  and  took  out  a  packet  of 
papers  scaled  with  three  seals,  and 
tied  with  packthread  which  pa^ 
pers  Bowen  said  she  believed  to  be 
bank-notes,  and  replaced  where  she 
found  them.  That,  after  Perrott 
and  Feme  were  gone  before  the 
commissioners,  she  and  Bowen  went 
to  look  for  the  papers,  and  they 
were  gone;  and,  upon  going  to 
Mrs.  Ferness  dressing-room,  found 
it  locked,  which  it  never  ascd  to 
be,  and  of  which  she  took  tbe 
greater  notice,  as  she,  Bowen,  had 
received  orders  that,  if  any  persons 
should  come  to  search  the  apart* 
mcnts,  they  should-ba  sbowa  those 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN*!,  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.        321 


of  PerroU  only,  and  not  (hose  of 
Feme. 

Howefer  strange  it  may  appear, 
that  a  person  intrusted  with  bank* 
notes  to  a  great  ralue  should  gi? e 
them  to  a  servant-maid  to  hide 
under  cushions  and  behind  pie- 
tureSf  and,  without  any  apparent 
motife,  not  only  risls.  the  loss  of 
such  notes  by  the  dishonesty  of  the 
servant,  but  trust  her  with  a  secret 
of  equal  importance,  by  telling  her 
they  were  secreted  from  a  search 
expected  to  be  made  by  the  injured 
creditors  of  a  bankrupt,  yet  there 
was  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that 
this  witness  had  seen  a  paper  par- 
cel, sealed  with  three  seals,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  secreted,  or 
that  this  parcel  was  any  other  than 
that  which  Perrott  had  intrusted  to 
the  care  of  Thompson,  and  con- 
cerning which  he  had  already  given 
different  and  inconsistent  accounts. 

In  order  to  trace  this  important 
parcel  still  farther,  Catharine  Bq wen 
was  also  summoned,  and  examined ; 
and  though  she  denied  that  Mrs. 
Feme  ever  gave  her  any  papers  to 
hide,  or  that  she  ever  pretended  she 
had  so  done ;  yet  she  admitted  that, 
as  she  was  brushing  a  chair  in  the 
garret,  she  found  such  a  paper  par- 
cel, which  she  put  there  again; 
that  she  was  then  alone ;  and  that, 
about  a  week  afterwards,  the  same 
parcel  was  found  out  by  Sarah 
Reed,  but  she  knows  not  by  what 
means ;  that  they  conversed,  toge- 
ther about  it,  and  said  to  each 
other  that  they  believed  it  con- 
tained something  of  value ;  that  she 
and  Reed  went  up  to  look  for  it 
some  time  afterwards,  and  It  was 
gone ;  and,  going  to  seek  farther  in 
Mrs.  Feme's  dressing-room,  they 
found  the  door  locked,  which  was 
unusual. 

These  depositions  of  Reed  and 
Bowen  sufficiently  coincide  to  leave 
DO  doubt  of  a  concealment,  nor  of 
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the  place  where  it  was  made ;  yd 
these  circumstances  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  enable  the  assignees  legally 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  powers 
with  Which  they  had  been  invested, 
to  apply  for  search. warrants,  or 
prefer  bills  of  indictment. 

Nothing  farther  was'  therefore 
done  in  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ings, except  making  an  order  for 
the  dividend  of  five  shillings  in  the 
pound,  till  the  September  follow- 
ing, when  Perrott  caused  himself 
to  be  brought  up  by  a  habeas  cor- 
pus before  Lord  Mansfield,  in  onler 
to  bo  dbcharged ;  bot  his  lordship, 
after  having  examined  the  affair, 
dtelared  that  the  commissioners  had 
done  wisely  and  honestly  in  com- 
mitting the  bankrupt  to  prison ; 
and  that  there  he  should  remain  till 
he  had  answered  the  questions  they 
propounded  to  him  to  their  satis- 
faction. 

Perrott,  however,  on  the  17ih 
day  of  December  following,  peti-- 
'  tinned  the  lord.keeper  a  second 
tijnc,  alleging  that  he  had  finished 
and  signed  his  final  examination,  as 
by  law  required,  before  such  ques- 
tion had  been  propounded ;  and 
that,  having  sworn  he  had  made  no 
concealment,  the  commissioners  had 
no  right  to  confine  him. 

When  the  matter  of  this  petition 
was  heard  before  the. lord-keeper, 
he  directed  that  the  validity  of  the 
warrant  upon  which  Perrott  was 
committed,  which  was  a  question 
of  law,  should  be  determined  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench. 

This  point  was  accordingly  ar- 
gued in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
before  which  Perrott  was  once 
more  brought  up  by  habeas  corpus, 
and  the  Court  was  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  warrant  was  legal, 
and  therefore  remanded  him  to 
prison. 

On  the  13th  of  March  the  lord- 
keeper  dismissed  the  petition,  and 
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declared  Idmielf  to  be  of  CIm  sAme 
opinion  with  the  Coart  of  Kiog't 
BisDch. 

Per rott  hoped  to  prove  that,  by 
the  Uwi  ia  force  GODoemiog  bank* 
mpU,  the  coBunissiooen  were 
obliged  (o  receiTO  is  true  whaterer 
the  banlirapt  should  think  proper 
to  swear  at  his  final  ezaniaation, 
and  that  they  hare  afterwards  no 
power  of  commitment ;  bat,  finding 
himself  diiappolnted,  he  submitted 
to  another  examination  ;  and  being 
brought  before  the  commissioners 
on  the  Slst  of  March,  and  ajiked 
the  same  question,  he  gSTe  an  ac- 
count of  his  becoming  acquainted 
with  one  Sarah  Powell,  olherwbe 
Taylor,  about  six  years  before, 
with  whom  he  continued  an  intl« 
mate  acquaintance  till  he  became  a 
bankrupt,  but  who  died  soon  after, 
as  he  was  informed  about  ten 
months  ago,  while  he  was  a  pri* 
soner  in  Newgate;  and  he  ddi- 
Tcred  in  an  account,  upon  oath,  of 
his  haring  remitted  to  this  woman, 
from  Christmas,  1758,  to  Christmas, 
1750,  (though  she  was,  during  that 
time,  by  his  own  account,  dying  of 
a  consumption,  and  was,  for  that 
reason,  In  tlio  country,  sometimes 
at  Wey  bridge,  in  Surrey,  and  some- 
times at  Bath,)  no  lest  a  sum  than 
fire  thousand  pounds  in  cash  and 
bank-notes,  which  he  had  received 
of  Thompson  for  the  goods  that  ho 
employed  him  to  sell ;  at  the  same 
time  coi^fessing  that,  before  thb 
time,  she  had  never  cost  him  more 
than  one  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

When  be  was  asked  whether  this 
woman,  whom  he  supplied  with  no 
less  than  five  thousand  pounds  in 
one  year,  kept  any  carriage,  ho 
said  he  could  not  tell.  When  in. 
terrogated  by  what  servants  she 
was  attended,  he  answered  '  By  a 
man  and  a  maid,  whose  names  he 
never  knew ;'  and  he  also  declared 
that,  though  ha  saw  her  after  her 


return  from  Batii^  wid  pjOfoelrcd 
she  was  past  hopes  of  recovery,  ho 
never  asked  her  how  she  intended 
to  dispose  of  her  effects,  nor  did  he 
desire  any  person  to  attend  her  as  a 
physician  or  apothecary  In  her  last, 
illness,  or  even  know  by  whom  she 
was  attended ;  that  he  visited  her  at 
her  lodgings  in  streets,  the  names 
of  which  he  had  entirely  forgotten ; 
and  that  he  directed  many  letters 
to  her  he  does  not  know  where: 
bet  he  said  that  the  paper  parcel 
with  three  seals  contained  several 
of  her  letters,  which  he  had  since 
burnt;  and  that  he  did  not  disclose 
these  particulars  before,  because  it 
was  her  dying  request  that  he 
should  not* 

As  this  account  was  In  every  re. 
spect  incredible  add  absurd,  the 
commissioners  sent  him  back  to 
Newgate,  for  the  same  reason  as 
they  first  committed  him. 

Not,  however,  to  suffer  the  in- 
credibility even  of  this  account  to 
'  rest  upon  its  own  extravagance  and 
inconsistency,  an  Inquiry  was  made 
after  this  Sarah  Powell  i  and  it  was 
discovered,  by  information  of  un- 
doubted credit,  that  her  true  name 
was  Rachel  Sims ;  that  she  was  the 
daughter  of  a  tr4desman  at  Deviaesy 
in  Wiltshire,  and  had  been  in  keep- 
ing, and  was  deserted,  when  she 
first  became  acquainted  with  Per* 
rott;  that  she  took  the  name  of 
Powell  because  Perrott's  linen  was 
marked  with  a  P.;  that  he  also 
went  by  the  name  of  Powell^  and 
passed  for  her  husband  at  man/ 
houses  and  lodgings  in  town  and 
country ;  that  she  contraoted  a 
habit  of  drinking,  which  was  the 
cause  of  her  death;  that  she  had 
just  reason  to  complain  of  Per- 
rott's  parsimony  ;  and  that^  whm 
she  died,  she  did  not  leave  money 
enough  to  bury  her. 

Perrott,  however,  scrupled  not, 
upon  the  merit  of  the  answer^  false 
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and  ioerwiible  as  it  waiy  fooavfe 
kimielf  again  to  be  brought  bjr 
babeaf  corpus  Into  tbe  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  to  be  diKJiarged ; 
Qor  did  the  Court  make  any  scrgple 
to  order  him  back  from  whence  bo 
came. 

But  Perfott  was  not  yet  discou^ 
ruged,  and,  ho|)dng  for  better  sue- 
^esi  in  another  court,  he  brought 
an  action  into  the  Common  Pleas 
fgainit  the  commissioners,  for  false 
imprisonment. 

In  the  mean  time  a  revard  of 
forty  per  cent,  was  offered  by  ad- 
Tortisemeots,  often  repeated,  for 
tbe  disco? ery  of  any  part  of  Per«i 
rott's  estate,  but  without  effects 
It  happened,  howcYer,  that  as  Mr. 
Hewitt,  one  of  Perrott's  utignees, 
was  wuking  one  morning  last  Juno 
upon  tbe  terrace  in  Lincoln's  Inn 
Gardens,  he  obserTed  a  woman 
leaning  ofer  the  wall,  who  had 
fprnething  so  disconsolate  and  for- 
lorn in  her  appearance,  that  he 
could  not  resist  bis  curiosity  to 
speak  to  her.  Upon  inquiring 
what  was  the  cause  of  her  present 
apparent  dbtress,  she  told  him  that 
she  had  been  turned  out  of  her  ser« 
vice  by  one  Mrs.  Feme,  and  that 
she  knew  not  where  to  go.  The 
name  of  Feme  immediately  ren. 
dered  his  curiosity  interest^  in  a 
high  degive,  and  he  sent  her  to 
Mr.  Cobb,  who  was  derk  under 
Perrott's  commission,  to  get  her 
ciaoMaed. 

The  examination  of  this  woman, 
whose  name  was  Mary  Harris,  was 
taken  before  Jnstice  Fielding,  on 
Cba  SSd  of  Jane,  17451,  and  was  to 
this  effect  ^-*That  she  had  known 
Mrs.  Ferae Abont four  years;  that, 
when  she  first  knew  her,  she  was 
just  coase  from  the  serrlce  of  Mrs. 
Herman,  at  the  Tea^hest,  In  Wat. 
ling  Street^  and  lodged  at  one  Jef« 
ferson's,  a  grocer,  in  Shire  Lane, 
Temple  Bar,  wbeie  the  deponent 


also  lodged,  and  was  her  bedfellow  ; 
tiiat  her  parents  were  poor  people, 
who  had  a  little  farm  In  Derbyshire, 
of  about  thirty  pounds  a  year ;  and 
that  Ferae  herself  was  without  mo. 
nay,  and  In  great  want  of  clothes 
and  other  necessaries :  that  in  the 
month  of  February  then  last  (1761) 
Ferne  called  upon  the  deponent 
at  her  lodgings,  and  InTlted  her  to 
come  to  sea  her;  that  she  went  to 
see  her  the  next  day,  and  agreed  to 
life  with  her  as  a  ser? ant 

That  accordingly  she  went  Into 
her  serrlce  on  the  6th  of  March, 
^d  eontinaed  in  It  till  the  4th  of 
June  following;  that  during  that 
time  she  Imd  freqnent  discourses 
about  one  John  Perrott,  a  bank* 
rupt,  and  had  often  seen  a  numbec 
of  Imnk^notes  in  her  possessioo, 
to  the  amount  of  four  thousand 
pounds.  That  she  told  her  all  her 
fortane  was  owing  to  a  person  whoso 
picture  she  showed,  which  she  af- 
terwards knew  to  be  that  of  Per* 
rott;  that  she  Vent  daily  with  her 
mistBem  to  Newgate,  where  she 
often  heard  him  and  her  mistress 
discourse  how  they  would  lire 
when  he  got  his  discharge. 

Once,  in  particular,  her  mistress 
told  Perrott  that  the  touse  of  Sir 
John  Smith,  Bart,  in  Qneen  Square, 
was  to  be  sold ;  upon  which  Perrott 
said,  '  My  dear,  ha?e  you  a  mind 
for  It  ?'  She  replied  >  Yes,  I  can 
get  it  for  eight  or  nine  hundred 
pounds.^  And  he  answered,  <  My 
life,  if  yon  have  a  mind  for  it,  I 
should  like  it  above  all  places  in 
the  world ;'  and  in  consequence  of 
this  conversation  Feme  went  and 
bid  nine  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
for  the  house,  and  took  the  half 
of  a  bank-note  of  one  thousand 
pounds  to  pay  for  it,  though  she 
did  not  buy  it;  and  told  the  dob 
ponent  that  the  other  half  of  the 
note  was  in  the  hands  of  Perrott, 
and  that  she  frequently  eat  bank- 
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UtfL  JBti  £>*<  Por*    ^SkMsgeM  wUk  m 


;5«*k« 


Upm  tfii  diieoTCfj  Faae 
carried  bdoie  the  jvfioe,  and 
cmccfBiaglfce 
the  mmttd  thej 
own  property,  and.reoriTed  froai 
gcotlcaeo,  as  a  grataitj  for  fa. 
¥oort ;  bat  theM  very  ootei  were, 
by  tbe  iodefatigable  diligence  of 
thofe  conoemedy  traced  back  as 
tbe  identical  notes  paid  to  Tboap. 
son  for  goods  wfaidi  lie  sold  on 
Perrott's  acconnt. 

After  some  labMqaent  erimina. 
tions  of  Mrs.  Feme,  and  of  one 
Martin  Matthias,  and  one  Pye 
Donkin,  who  acted  as  attorneys 
lor  Perrott  (which  eiaminations  all 
tend  to  pro? e  that  Perrott  had  de- 
posited notes  to  a  great  ralue  in 
Feme*s  hands,  and  to  expose  the 
shameless  perjury  of  Feme,)  all 
proceedings  were  suspended  till  the 
trial  in  September,  1761,  when  it 
being  prored  that  the  notes  foond 
in  the  possession  of  Feme  and 
Perrott  were  the  produce  of  Per- 
roU*s  estate,  he  was  conrictcd,  and 

Bflivcd  sentence  of  death. 
rom  the  time  of  his  faaYiog  been 


thai  he  should  be  more  closely 
fined,  and  not  pemutted  to  ba  oat 
of  hb  oeD  any  longer  than  daring 
divine  service:  the  Ordinafy  also 
reeeived  a  hint  not  to  visit  him 
BMwe  than  once  a  day,  and  at  an- 
certain  howa. 

He  was  oflen  nrged  tosMkea 
fall  disdoenre  of  his  efecti,  great 
part  of  which  were  still  com»kd ; 
but  he  obstinately  refiued  it,  say- 
ing he  was  to  ^e,  and  that  was 
atoneasent  sufficient  for  the  wrongs 
he  had  committed. 

When  he  was  told  the  dead  war- 
rant,  was  come  down  he  did  not 
betray  sach  agony  of  confasion 
and  terror  as  is  generally  expressed 
on  such  an  oocanon,  but  saki  <  The 
will  of  God  be  done.'  Ho  per- 
formed such  defotion  and  heard 
such  instruction  as  are  conuaon  to 
persons  in  ha  unhappy  dream- 
stances. 

He  was^  in  conscqucnca  of  his 
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own  request,  Tisited  the  daj  before 
his  death  by  his  assignees,  to 
whom,  however,  he  refused  to  an« 
twer  particular  questions  relating 
to  hit  estate,  giving  as  a  reason, 
that  he  had  received  the  sacradient. 
This- reason  for  answering  no  qnes. 
tions  seems  to  prove  that  he  had 
secretly  determined  not  to  disclose 
his  estate  by  answering  tmly ;  be- 
cause, in  this  case,  he  avoided  the 
crime  of  falsehood  by  being  silent ; 
though  otherwise  his  answer  would 
have  coincided  with  every  part  of 
Christian  duty ;  and  liis  having  re- 
ceived  the  sacrament  would  rather 
have  been  a  reason  for  his  answer, 
ing  them  than  not. 

On  the  morning  of  his. execution 
he  confessed  the  justice  of  his  sen* 
fence,  and  acknowledged  the  in. 
jury  he  had  done  to  his  benefactor, 
Mr.  Whitton,  and  asked  his  for- 
giveness. He  expressed  great  soli, 
citude  about  what  should  become 
of  hu  body,  desiring  that  it  might 
be  buried  in  the  church  of  the  place 
where  he  was  born.  To  this  he 
added  another  request,  which  was 
much  more '  rational :  he  desired 
that  the  time  might  be  enlarged  in 
the  chapeli  and  shortened  at  the 
place  of  execution.  He  was  in 
efaapel  therefore  from  eight  to  three 
quarters  after  nine ;  the  next  half- 
hour  was  employed  in  knoclcing 
off  his  irons ;  about  ten  minutes 
■lore  were  spent  in  taking  leave  of 
hii  fellow-convict,  one  Lee,  who 
was  condemned  fo^  forgery;  and 
about  a  quarter  after  ten  he  ap. 
peared,  pale  and  trembling,  at  the 
door  of  the  vpress-yard,'  and  was 
immediately  put  Into  the  cart. 


As  he  was  executed  in  Smithfield 
his  journey  was  not  far ;  yet  ho 
often  looked  round  with  a  kind  of 
wild  eagerness  and  despair,  com- 
mon to  those  in  his  situation,  who 
consider  every  thing  they  look  upon 
as  an  object  which  they  shall  never 
more  behold. 

When  he  stood  up  under  the 
gallows  he  expressed  yet  greater 
horror  and  despair,  but  soon  reco- 
vered some  degree  of  fortitude; 
and,  when  the  Ordinary  first  came 
into  the  cart  to  him,  he  found  him 
looking  about|  inquiring  after  his 
hearse,  which  he  was  soon  satisfied 
was  at  hand :  he  then  sent  a  red 
checked  handkerchief  to  Lee  by  a 
person  presebt,  saying  he  had  pro- 
mised it  for  a  token ;  this,  however, 
the  wretch  who  received  it  never 
delivered.  After  this  hb  mind 
seemed  more  composed ;  and  somp 
prayers  being  repeated,  in  which  he 
seemed  to  join  with  great  ardour, 
he  was,  about  eleven  o'clock,  No- 
vember the  llth|  1761,  turned 
off. 

He  appears,  by  two  letters, 
which  are  printed  in  the  account  of 
him,  published  under  the  inspection 
of  his  assignees,  to  have  had  an  in- 
elegant, an  illiterate,  and  in  every 
respect  a  cotitemptible  low  under- 
standing ;  yet,  as  is  very  common 
with  such  characters,  he  liad  a  kind 
of  low  cunning,  which,  like  that  of 
a  lunatic,  is  always  employed  for 
an  ill  purpose;  and  which,  not 
being  sufficiently  uniform  in  itself, 
and  extensive  with  respect  to  its 
objeets,  b  always  untimely  dbap- 
pointed. 


JOHN  SMITH  AND  ROBERT  MAYNE, 

SXXCUTID  FOa   A  MUTIMT  OM  BOARD  TUX  KIMO  OXOnGX* 

Oil  the  trial  of  these  men,  along  the  King  George,  a  fine  privaeter, 
with  five  more  of  the  crew,  it  ap.  of  thirty- two  guns  and  two  hun- 
peared  that  disputes  arose  on  board    drcd  men,  commanded  by  Captain 
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irry, 

wliick  «a»  stovcd 
■  tlK  Mi,  Mtmt  of  tk  crev  ». 
cm  iti  bdnf  hokted  op  to  b» 
for  tkc  wMc  ikif  *■  coapaBj. 

TIm  wmM  kave  beea  attaBdei,  m  Lwrncc    !« 

Oar  Chen  titutum,  w'nk  both  difi.  gwltr,  fdt 

aH^  MMii  dABfer,  aad  wmi  coom-  wcf«  ocscvted, 

f  wMly  appoicd  bj  Cap^Mti  Reed  leaitn  of  Cbt  i 

and  kb  Q%cm.  fcrad  ai  FwftJM  Dock,  Maj 

ThM    risappoialad,    a  lactiow  10^  17M. 

dweonteated    Mt    cadaavored    la  TImj  vert  toCk 

carrapC  tbe  remnadcr,  wba  taaa  Roaaa   CeHinlrti 

gained  of  er  m  farmidaMe  a  parCj,  teadad  by  a  piieat  af  tbaft 

tbat  tbcj  dctenained  la  wamt  tba  A  iiew  jaan  after  Ibia 

ibip,  aad  Cara  pirates  ia  tbe  ladiaa  aaliaj  brake  oat  aaiaag  Aa 

wem.     la  order  to  tkk,  off  Cape  of  dw  Naaar,    of  aiae^  goat. 

Ortagal,  tke  MatiBeen  drawadad  FiAeea  were  foaad    fattty, 

tke  keyi  of  tbe  a«  cbeili,  oa  tke  ovdeiad  to  be  baaged.    Tbcf 

Mfatal  of  wkick  tbef  drove  tba  brongbt  for  oacatioa 

captain  aad  oftcsen  iato  tke  cabia.  iSnm  Royal  Aaa,  wiftk 

Tkey  thea  placed  a  gaard  at  tke  tkeir  aacki»  aad,  wkOe  waMag  far 

door,  aad  broagkt  a  aine  poaadf  r  tke  fatal  gaa  beiag  ired,  wan  tald 

carriage-gaa,  loaded  witk    roaad  tbat  kii  a^eity  bad  pardoaed  Ibar- 

aad  giape  t bot,  to  fire  avoag  tbe  iaea  of  tbeai,  bat  oaa  of 


oiicen ;  bat  were  prevailed  apoa  fie ;  aad  tbey  were  ordered  to 

to  desut  by  the  eatrealies  of  Mr.  loti. 

Gardeaer,  tke  MBling  naster.  Haw  eiqaista  aiait  baia 

To  hioi  they  offered  tbe  coanaad  tbe  fedingi  of  Ae»  Miserable  awa 

of  tbe  tbip,   acqaaiatiBg  hi«  with  aft  tbeawfal  BMnaeaft  of  dirldiagoa 

their  ioteatioa  of  steering  for  the  tbefaleof  oael     Tbafatal  lot  M 

East  lodiei;    bat  on  bii  reiaMl  apoa  the  tecood  vaa  that  draw. 


tbey  pat  him  ander  a  gaard,  aad    Matthew  MKka,  who  was 
took  the  ship  into  their  own  care^    ma  op  to  tbe  yardi-arB,  wbeia  Che 


aatil  they  had,  for  waat  of  tbill,    body  baag  aearly  aa  boar. 

nearly  loit  both  the  lUp  aad  tbein.        Tbe  pardoned  seaaea  ware  tetw- 


wtXwm.     Tbey  then  rdeased  Mr.    ad  oter  to  tbe  Grafton  nadtiw! 
Gardener,  and  gave  him  the  bda ;    deiland,  ander  tailiag  or daii  for  tba 
whoa  ha  itaerBd  into  CaaMriaaf,  In    Eaat  ladiek 


JOHN  PLACKETT, 
EXECUTED  ron  aoaBEmT. 

JoHV  P^ACKiTT  wai  the  son  of  He  absconded  froai  bis  aMStar 

poor,  bot  honest  and  indiistrions  before  fonr  years  of  bis  apprentioe. 

people,  living  at   Iffingtoa,  wbo  skip  were  expired,  and  entered  on 

piaeed    hfan   at  a  cbarity'Scbool,  boaida  bnui  of  war.    Hit  cbarac 

wbenes  he  was  apprenticed  to  Mn  teres  a saikH*  was anwceptiaaiMa; 

s  wheelwright,  of  St  John's  bat,  when  the  sUp  was  paid  of;  be 

aoatraclcd  aa  anaaaiatsaia  with  « 
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lumber  of  disfolute  peo]^ ;  miidj 
having  soon  spent  his  wiges  in 
•cenos  of  riot  and  dissipation^  ho 
commenced  footpad. 

Having  subsisted  some  time  by 
tho  commission  of  robberies  on  the 
highway,  he  broke  into  a  hoase 
ttear  Hockle)r.fai.the-Hole,«  and 
•tote  a  qoantitj  of  kitchen  fomi* 
lure ;  for  which  ofbnce  he  was  tried 
at  the  Old  Ball^,  and  scntooocd  to 
seren  years'  transportation. 

Soon  after  tira  expiration  of  the 
term  of  his  exile  Plackett  rctomed 
to  England,  and  eoMmitted  several 
robberies  betweeo  Isliogtoo  aod 
London. 

On  the  10th  of  Jane  Plackett 
was  drinking  with  sowe  sailoia 
do  ring  the  greatest  part  of  the  day, 
at  a  puMic  house  in  Wapplag ;  and 
«bmit  twelve  at  night  he  left  them, 
with  the  Intention  of  eommitting  a 
fobbefy% 

The  same  night,  Mr,  Fiayne,  a 
Norway  merchant,  was  retaroiog 
from  the  Danish  Coifee^honse,  in 
Wolldose  Sqaaroi  whero  he  had 
•pent  theeverfing  with  some  friends, 
to  his  lodgings  In  Shadweil ;  when, 
losing  his  way,  he  Inqaired  of  a 
ftiackney-coachman  tho  road  to 
Shadweil:  but,  as  he  spoke  very 
tedfierent  English,  tho  man  coald 
not  understand  him,  and  he  pre- 
tently  applied  for  the  same  purpose 
to  another  hackney.coacfaman ;  at 
wMch  Instant  PhMkett  came  up, 
and  made  signs  for  Mr.  Fayne  to 
follow  him,  saying  ho  was  going  lo 
Limehonso. 

They  walked  together  through 
wiany  streeti  and  otecare  lanes  and 
pairfages,  till  they  came  Into  the 
fields ;  when  Mr.  Fayne  observed 
that  they  could  not  be  In  the  right 
road ;  but  the  other  pretended  not 
to  understand  hiUK  They  pro- 
ceeded to  the  fields  near  bllngton, 
when  Mr.  Fayne  became  greitiy 
<  If  oir  emlted  B^k  HBl,  leadiag  ftom 


alarmed,  and  expressed  much  nn« 
easiness,  for  which,  Indeed,  he  had 
safficient  caase,  for  his  treacherous 
companion,  going  bdiind  him, 
struck  him  a  tiolent  blow  on  the 
back  of  his  head,  which  occuioned 
him  to  fail  to  the  ground. 

The  unfortunate  gentleman  lay 
for  some  time  in  a  state  of  total 
insensiibility ;  but,  upon  recovering 
the  use  of  his  facultios,  he  found 
himself  entirely  naked,  and  per- 
oeived  Plackett  standing  near  him, 
with  his  dothes  and  his  pocket- 
book  in  his  hands.  la  a  few  ml* 
nates  Plackett  made  off  whh  his 
booty,  which,  exdnslvo  of  hb 
dothes,  did  not  amoant  to  much 
more  than  a  guinea  and  a  half. 

The  lorn  of  blood  rendered  Mr. 
Fayne  so  eaoeedingly  weak  that  It 
was  with  great  dliieulty  ho  rose 
and  got  to  a  dry  ditch,  where  he 
had  not  been  long  befdvo  he  per- 
ceived a  light  at  the  tumpilLO. 
house  in  the  City  Road,  and,  as 
well  as  his  weak  condition  wouhl 
permit,  he  crept  to  the  spot;  The 
gate-keeper  readily  admitted  him, 
put  him  into  his  own  bed,  and  at- 
tended him  during  the  aight  with 
such  assiduity  aiki  tendemem  as 
proved  him  to  be  a  man  of  great 
humanity* 

Mr.  rayne  was  attended  the 
next  morning  by  Mr.  Godman,  a 
surgeon ;  and  that  gentleman  bdng 
conversant  both  in  the  French  aod 
Latin  languages,  he  recdved  a  par. 
ticalar  aeeount  of  the  cmd  treat, 
ment  his  patient  had  experienced  on 
the  preceding  night.    . 

Soon  after  the  robbery  and  cruel 
treataient  of  Mr.  Fayne  informa- 
tion  of  the  afiair  was  given  before 
Mr.  Justice  Welch,  who  adrertised 
a  reward  for  apprehending  the  of. 
fender ;  and  in  a  few  days  he  was 
taken  at  his  lodgings  in  Gray's  Inn 
Latie.  The  shirt  that  Mr.  f^yne 
lAtAn  iMDtf  HoRtora^  ta  CleiksairdL 
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wore  when  he-wai  robbed  wai 
found  in  Plackett's  room  ;  and  the 
person  was  traced  to  whom  he  had 
told  the  clothes, 

Phickett  being  t^ken  before  the 
magistrate  for  examination,  the  er i- 
dence  against  him  was  deemed  saffi. 
cient  to  pnt  him  on  his  trial,  and  he 
was  therefore  committed  to  Clerk- 
eowell  Bridewell. 

Plackett  solicited  to  be  admitted 
an  eridence  for  the  crown  against 
a  number  of  accomplices,  but  was 
denied ;  and  he  afterwards  acknow- 
ledged that  no  person  was  concern- 
ed with  him  in  the  robbery  of  Mr. 
Fajne,  and  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  give  information  against 
anj  offender. 

At  the  next  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  Plackett  was  sentenced  to 
be  hanged,  and  hii  body  to  be  hung 
In  chains. 

fle  regularly  attended  difine  ser- 
vice In  the  chapel,  and  beha?ed 
with  a  decency  becoming  his  un- 
happy situation,  during  the  time 
that  he  remained  in  Newgate. 

The  place  appointed  for  the  exe- 
cution of  Plackett  was  near  the 
City  Road ;  and,  when  he  arrived 
there,  he  pointed  to  the  spot  where 
he  had  robbed  Mr.  Fayne,  saying 
his  soul  was  'struck  with  horror 
when  he  reflected  upon  his  cruelty 
to  that  gentleman. 

Obsenring  his  uncle  among  the 
crowd,  he  called  to  him,  and,  pull- 
ing a  ring  from  his  finger,  offered 
it  to  him  ;  but  it  was  some  time  be. 
fore  be  could  prcTaii  upon  the  uncle 
to  accept  it. 

He  behared  with  great  decency 
and  contrition,  praying  with  the 
minister  near  three  qnarters  of  an 


hour.  A  little  before  he  wns  turned 
off  he  called  for  silence,  and,  in  an 
audible  foice,  made  the  following 
confession  :— 

^  The  first  robbery  I  committed 
was  on  a  young  woman  on  the  long 
causeway,  Islington,  about  sixteen 
years  ago ;  the  second  was  on  a 
man  In  Jenning'a  Field,  In  the  same 
town ;  the  next  was  stealing  n  cop- 
per from  Mr.  Beazley,  In  St.  John's 
Street,  for  which  i  was  transported 
for  seren  years  ;  but  I  staid  in  the 
plantations  fourteen.  After  my  re- 
turn to  England  I  stole  a  tilver 
watch  and  a  gown  from  my  uncle*s 
house;  and  the  last  was  the  fatal 
robbery  on  the  Danish  yonng  gen- 
tleman, for  which  I  mostdeserredly 
sttfiier. 

^  All  the  abof  e  robberies  I  com- 
mitted by  myself,  and  no  person 
was  erer  concerned  with  me.  This 
I  solemnly  declare,  as  I  expect 
mercy  from  God,  before  whom  I 
am  now  going  to  appear.' 

He  was  turned  off,  July  Mtb, 
1763,  amidst  an  amazing  concourse 
of  people ;  and,  while  hanging,  the 
rails  on  the  footway  of  the  City 
Road  were  forced  down  by  the 
pressure  of  the  crowd,  and  a  great 
number  of  people  fell  into  a  trian- 
gular hollow,  formed  by  the  meet- 
ing of  the  City  and<70swell  Street 
Roiids;  by  which  accident  many 
were  very  dangerously  hurt. 

After  hangbig  the  usual  time 
the  body  was  cut  down,  and  con- 
veyed to  Finchley  Common,  where 
it  was  put  into  Irons,  and  hang  on 
a  gibbet. 

The  spot  where  he  suffisredy  for 
many  years  afterwards,  was  called 
Plackett's  Common. 


JOHN  KELLO, 

SXBCUTBD  FOn  FORGERY. 

Jo^M  and  JosbphKillo  were    way  of  business,  InHonndsditch, 
e  sons  of  a  mercer  in  an  extensive    who  phced  John  at  a  grammar- 
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school  at  Lndlow,  in  Shropshire, 
where  he  attained  a  great  profici. 
ency  in  classical  learning. 

His  education  being  completed, 
he  was  articled  to  a  reputable  mer- 
chant;  and,  soon  after  (he  expira- 
tion  of  his  clerkship,  he  procured 
three  hundred  pounds  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  establishing  himself  in  busi^ 
ness,  with  which  sum  he  embarked 
for  Virginia;  and,  soon  after  his 
arrival  there,  he  connected  himself 
in  partnership  Vith  a  person  who 
had  been  some  time  settled  in  that 
colony  In  an  advantageous  branch 
of  trade. 

Joseph  Kcllo  had  served  a  Black- 
well  Hall  factor  some  years  in  the 
capacity  of  a  clerk,  and  in  that 
time  he  contracted  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Cotton,  a 
packer,  of  Aldermanbury,  who  was 
employed  to  do  a  great  deal  of  bu- 
siness for  a  gentleman  named  Par- 
tridge ;  and,  from  frequenting  Mr. 
Cotton^s  house,  Joseph  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  seeing  Mr., 
Partridge's  writing,  and  became  ac- 
qnainted  with  many  of  that  gentle- 
man's commercial  concerns. 

After  a  residence  of  about  three 
years  in  Virginia  John  Kello  re- 
turned to  London,  and  hired  lodg- 
ings in  the  neighborhood  of  Blooms- 
bury  Square ;  but,  being  addicted  to 
a  life  of  pleasure,  he  soon  found 
himself  in  rery  embarrassed  circum. 
stances. 

The  situation  of  Joseph  was  not 
more  eligible  than  that  of  his  bro- 
ther; for  he  was  equally  attached 
to  scenes  of  dissipation ;  nor  was 
lie  more  inclined  than  John  to  in- 
dastry  in  his  profession  or  economy 
In  his  eipenses. 

With  the  view  of  relieving  them- 
selves from  their  embarrassments, 
they  concerted  a  plan  for  obtaining 
a  thousand  pounds,  by  means  of  a 
forged  draft,  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Partridge;  and  leamijng  that,  on 
the  Mth  of  August,  he  wai  gone  to 


Harlow,  they  determined  to  seize 
the  opportunity  of  his  absence  for 
carrying  their  villainous  plan  into 
execution. 

Joseph  having  taken  one  of  the 
checks  under  the  firm  of  Amyand, 
Staples,  and  Mercer,  from  Mr. 
Cotton's  com  pting.  house,  carried 
it  to  his  brother,  at  the  Red  Lion 
alehouse,  in  Moorfields,  and  thcro 
filled  it  up  in  a  hand  very  nearly  re- 
sembling Mr.  Partridge's  writing. 
The  counterfeit  instrument  was  now 
enclosed  in  a  letter  io  Mr.  Cotton, 
purporting  to  be  the  writing  of 
Mr.  Partridge,  desiring  him  to  re- 
ceive the  thousand  pounds  express- 
ed in  the  draft  in  one  bank-note, 
and  leave  it  under  cover  at  the  bar 
of  Sam's  Coffee-house,  directed  for 
fdr.  Rous. 

The  letter  enclosing  the  cou^iter- 
feitdraft  was  dispatched  by  a  porter, 
who,  upon  delivering  it,  was  asked 
by  Mr.  Cotton  who  was  his  em- 
ployer ;  in  reply  to  which  he  said 
he  had  received  the  letter  from  a 
gentleman  in  the  street,  and  that 
no  answer  was  required. 

The  hand  of  Mr.  Partridge  being 
imitated  with  great  nicety,  Mr. 
Cotton  had  no  suspicion  of  an  in- 
tended fraud,  and  immediately  set 
out  for  the  banker's  house  in  Corn, 
hill,  where  ho  presented  the.  draft 
to  Mr.  Mercer,  who,  after  check- 
ing him  for  coming  after  the  usual 
hour  of  paying  money,  paid  the 
thousand  pounds  in  one  bank-note. 

Mr.  Cotton  immediately  went  to 
the  coffee-house,  and  scaled  the 
note  in  a  cover,  which  hd  directed 
io  Mr.  Rous;  but  after  waiting 
about  three  hours,  in  expectation 
of  seeing  the  gentleman,  he .  re- 
turned home,  taking  the  note  with 
him,  and  leaving  word  at  the  bar 
for  Mr.  Rous  to  call  at  his  house 
in  Aldermanbury. 

When  Mr.  .Cotton  got  home  ho 
found  Joseph  Xello  there,  and  men- 
tioned to  him  that,  as  the  sum  Mr. 
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Patrtrtdge  had  Mthoriied  him  to  re- 
ceive was  considerable,  he  judged 
it  not  prudent  to  leave  the  note  at 
the  coffee-house,  lest  some  mistake 
or  accident  should  happen. 

Hereupon  Joseph  went  to  his 
brother,  who  was  widting  mt  Sey- 
monr't  Coffee-house,  in  Pope's, 
head  Alley,  whence  they  dispatched 
a  chaiman  to  Mr.  Cotton,  with  a 
Terbal  message,  as  from  Mr.  Par* 
tridge,  desiring  him  to  leave  the 
note  for  Mr.  Rons  at  the  coffee* 
house* 

Joseph  now  returned  to  Mr. 
Cotton ;  and  presently  after  hlra 
came  the  porter,  and  delivered  his 
message.  Mr.  Cotton  set  out  for 
the  coffee*house,  being  desirous  of 
giving  the  note  Into  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Rous ;  and,  upon  inquiring 
for  a  gentleman  of  that  name,  the 
landlady  said  he  had  been  gone  from 
the  house  only  a  ftw  minutes^  but 
had  left  word  that  he  should  return 
In  a  short  time.  John,  who  waited 
to  receive  the  note  under  the  name 
of  Mr.  Rous,  went  out  of  the  house 
upon  observing  that  the  messenger 
did  not  return  alone. 

Mr.  Cotton^  recollecting  that 
Mr.  Partridge  had  connexions  in 
trade  with  a  gentleman  named  Rous, 
who  lived  at  Hackney,  concluded 
that  he  must  be  the  Mr.  Rous  for 
whom  the  thousand  pounds  were 
Intended ;  and,  after  waiting  at  the 
coffee-house  till  near  midnight,  he 
left  a  note  at  the  bar,  intimating 
that  he  would  the  next  morning 
wait  upon  Mr.  Rous,  at  Hackney, 
with  the  bank-note. 

Upon  going  home  he  found  Jo- 
seph Rello  at  his  house,  and  gave 
him  an  account  of  his  conduct 
Joseph  Kello  intimated  that  he  was 
apprehensive  Mr*  Partrdge  would 
be  highly  offended  upon  learning 
that  the  note  was  not  delivered  ac- 
cording to  his  order.  Mr.  Cotton, 
iMiwever,  still  adhered  to  his  reso- 
Intion  of  keeping  the  note  tUl  he 


could  dispose  of  H  wUhdut  bitafd ; 
and  be  directly  went  to  the  post- 
office  with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pkr* 
tridge,  assigning  reasotti  for  his 
conduct  in  the  affair. 

Joseph  slept  at  Mr.  Cotton's 
that  night ;  and  the  next  morning 
(which  wu  Sunday)  he  informed 
his  brother  of  Mr.  Cotton's  desiga 
of  going  to  Mr*  Rous,  at  Hackney. 
It  was  now  agreed  that  another  let- 
ter, as  from  Mr.  Partridge,  shoaM 
be  written  to  Mr.  Cotton,  purport* 
ing  that  he  (Partridge)  had  reeerred 
notice  by  express  that  Mr.  Rous 
had  not  received  the  note,  and  de- 
siring the  .directions  contained  in 
his  former  letter  might  lie  immedi. 
atdy  obeyed. 

This  letter  they  artfully  lent,  m. 
der  cover,  to  Mr.  Partridge's  bouse; 
and  that  gentleman's  porter  carried 
it  to  Mr.  Cotton,  who  had  set  out  fbr 
Hackney,  bat  stopped  for  refresh- 
ment at  the  Sun  alehouse,  at  Loa>i 
don  Wall,  where  the  porter  fomid 
him. 

In  consequence  of  the  forged  let- 
ter Mr.  Cotton  immediately  went 
to  Sam's  (}offee.hou8e,  and  there 
left  the  note  in  a  cover^  directed 
for  Mr.  Rous. 

Joseph,  learning  that  Mr.  Cotton 
had  acted  agreeably  to  the  ptcw 
tended  order  of  ^r.  Partridge, 
communicated  the  circumstance  to 
hb  brother,  who  went  to  the  cotfce- 
house,  and  received  the  note  vnder 
the  name  of  Mr.  Rous. 

On  the  day  the  note  was  obtained 
by  John,  Mr.  Cotton  and  Joieph 
dined  together;  after  wlileb  the 
brothers  met  by  appdhtmeai,  and 
went  into  the  fields  near  SadleiN 
Wells,  where  the  cover  wu  epened* 
and  the  enclosed  bank*n6te  taken 
out  Th^  then  a^ionmei  tb 
John's  lodgings.  In  BlooaMbnrf, 
where  it  was  resolved  that  be  ahouM 
set  out  In  a  post-chaise  for  Bristol, 
in  order  to  procure  cask  for  tke 
note;  and  JoHtjk  lN>rrowe|  tan 


KNAPP  k  BALDWIN^!  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.       Ml 


gtthcM  for  bb  eipenici  on  the 
rood. 

Not  being  able  to  obtain  the 
monejr  at  Bristol,  he  proceeded 
to  Bridgewatcri  in  Somcnetshirei 
where  the  clerk  to  the  rcceifer»fe- 
ncral  of  the  land-tax  changed  the 
note.  He  had  mo  sooner  recei? ed 
the  cash  than  he  tim? ellcd  pott  to 
London,  and  took  up  hii  residence 
with  a  woman  of  the  town  in  a 
street  near  Westminster  Abbej. 
He  gare  the  woman  with  whom  he 
cohabited  a  bag|  in  which  was  the 
cash  received  in  exchange  for  the 
bank-note,  desiring  her  to  take  care 
of  it,  and  saying  it  contained  half- 
pence to  the  amount  of  ft? e  {MMiods. 

Joseph  Kello  being  taken  into 
custody,  charged  on  suspicion  of 
the  forgery,  he  made  use  of  some 
expressions  which  seemed  to  con- 
Tcy  an  indirect  accusation  against 
his  brother ;  and,  after  he  had  been 
particularly  questioned  respecting 
the  affair,  it  was  egrerd  to  admit 
hifi  an  evidence  for  the  crown,  In 
case  of  John  lieing  apprehended. 

The  postilion  who  had  drifea 
John  to  town  recollected  the  place 
wbere  he  had  ordered  his  trunk  to 
becoofoyed ;  and  thatdrcumstanoe 
fadHteied  the  discoToiy  of  his  lodg. 
ingiy  where  he  wu  taken  into  eos» 
todjr  hf  Mr  Jolni  Fidding^s  men^ 
wko  raeoterei  more  than  nine  hun. 
dred  ^unds  of  the  money  obtdned 
by  BMnna  of  the  counterfeit  draft. 

John  Kdio  being  brought  to  trial 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  hb  brother's  evi* 
dence  was  exceedingly  strong,  and 
supported  by  a  great  number  of 
corroboratife  drcumstances ;  and 
be  was  therefore  cooflcted  of  the 
crime  dicged  in  the  hidictment. 

When  he  had  been  a  short  time 
in  the  eeib  of  Newgate  he  was 
Yidled  by  the  Ordinary,  to  whose 
adTioBf  howeter,  he  reftued  to  at- 
tend, saying  diat  the  religious  prin- 
ci|dcs  be  had  long  entertained  be 
would  maintafai  till  denth. 


Bdng  fomtaoned  to  attend  prayik 
ers,  ho  refused,  saying  he  was  a 
Dissenter*  Hereupon  Mr.  Aker^ 
man  sent  him  word  that  he  might 
bo  attended  by  a  minister  of  hh 
own  persuasion,  but  that  his  pre* 
sence  in  the  chapd  was  expected  ; 
and  to  the  latter  part  of  the  mesii 
sage  (Mr.  Akerman  b  supposed  to 
hare  been  induced  by  an  unwillingii 
ness  to  trust  him  in  the  cells  alone^ 
the  serrants  belonging  to  the  prison 
being  engaged  in  attending  the  other 
prisoners  during  dit ioe  rsnrioe. 

He  obstinately  persbted  in  re* 
fusing  to  be  attended  by  any  dis. 
senting  minister ;  and,  nearly  to  the 
end  of  his  life,  appeared  to  be  to- 
tally inditTerent  as  to  the  necessary 
preparations  for  eternity. 

When  the  morning  on  which  he 
was  to  l>e  executed  arrived  the 
Ordinary  put  several  questions  to 
him  respecting  his  sentiments  of  the 
doctrines  of  Christianity,  in  which 
ho  declared  he  ontertdncd  a  firm 
belief,  and  thtt  pride  done  had 
suggested  whatever  reasons  he  had 
giTcn  for  an  opinion  to  the  con- 
trary. 

At  the  plaee  of  execution  ht 
adLuowledgcd  hb  guilt  with  evwy 
appearance  of  unfeigned  con tritioa  ; 
but  his  foice  was  so  low,  throngb  a 
Tcry  decayed  sbito  of  kedth,  thul 
he  vms  to  be  heufd  only  by  those 
who  were  in  or  very  near  the  cart* 
Bdng  asked  by  tlie  Ordinary  wfce> 
ther  he  forgave  his  brother,  his 
answer  was,  that  he  forgire  him  ss 
far  as  he  could,  ^  consistent  with 
humanity.' 

Hb  devotions  l>cing  concluded, 
ha  era)  torned  off,  October  the 
ISth,  176f ;  and,  after  hanging  the 
usual  time,  hb  body  was  ddivevisd 
to  hb  friends,  by  whom  It  was  prU 
vntely  interred  in  a  decent  manner. 

From  the  alwve  narrative  we 
auiy  learn  that,  however  nearly 
dlled  by  blood  and  fHendshipi  no 
ebligttiotts  wDl  be  found  saflhient 


333       KNAPP  &  BALDWIN*!  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


to  prcTent  our  best  friendi  from 
becoming  our  mccuun  when  thaj 
an  impelled  by  the  doublo  moliTii 
of  >elf-pretcr ration  and  the  detire 
of  making  lome  reparalion  for  the 
crime)  they  ban  committed. 

It  would  be  a  difficult  point  (o  de- 
tarminc  which  uf  the  brothers  had 
the  greatest  iharc  of  gnilt.  Perhaps 
the  igDominioui  death  of  John  was 
not  a  more  acTere  punishment  than 
what  wai  sustained  by  Joseph  ;  for 
it  it  scarcely  to  be  suppoied  that 
any  farorable  change  of  circum- 
Slances  could  restore  him  to  happi- 


nets  after  hating  proved  so  material 
an  instrument  in  producing  the  de. 
■tructlon  of  a  brother. 

Wealth  is  desirable  only  u  the 
means  of  procuring  the  couTenl. 
cncei  and  comforts  of  life:  bnt  let 
our  readers  remember  that,  when  it 
ii  obtained  by  unjustifiable  actioos, 
the  conscioosoesa  of  guilt  will  per- 
peluslly  obtrude  upon  the  mind, 
wholly  disappoint  or  take  off  the 
relish  of  every  promi led  enjoyment, 
and  leaTe  ui  miierablo  ilaTes  to  the 
tyranny  of  continual  alarms  and 
dreadful  apprehensions. 


Honiuk  Dagat  rMHttaf  her  nccutmi 


HANNAH  DAGOE, 

UECDTID  FOK  SOBBIXO  A  FOOK  WOHAM. 

Wt  have  addaced  many  instances  berlait  moraenli,  than  any  criminal 

of  the  hardness  of  heart,  and  con.  whom  we  bare  yet  recorded. 

temptofthe  commandment!  of  God,  Hannah  Digoe  was  born  in  Jn- 

in  men  who  h»e  undergone  the  list  land,  and  was  one  of  that  numerou! 

lentence  of  (he  law  ;  but  we  are  of  dais  of  women  who  ply  at  Ca*ent 

opinion  that  In  this  female  will  be  Gsrden  Market,  to  the  eiclDsion 

found  a  more  relentleii  heart,  in  of  poor  Englishwoman. 
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Sho  became  acquainted  with  a 
poor  and  industrious  woman  of  tho 
name  of  Eleanor  Husiej,  who  liTed 
bj  herself  in  a  small  apartment,  in 
which  was  some  creditable  house- 
hold furniture,  the  remains  of  the 
worldly  goods  of  her  deceased 
husband.  •  Seizing  an  opportunity, 
when  the  owner  was  from  home, 
this  daring  woman  broke  into  Hus. 
sey's  room,  and  stripped  it  of  erery 
article  which  it  contained. 

For  this  burglary  and  robbery 
she  was  brought -to«  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced 
to  death. 

She  was  a  strong  masculine  wo- 
man, the  terror  of  her  fellow-pri« 
soners,  and  actually  stabbed  one  of 
the  men  who  had  given  etidence 
against  her;  but  the  wound  hap* 
pened  not  to  prove  dangerous. 

On  the  road  to  Tyburn  sho 
showed  little  concern  at  her  miser- 


able  state,  and  paid  no  attention 
to  the  exhortations  of  the  Romish 
priest  who  attended  her. 

When  the  cart  in  which  she  was 
bound  was  drawn  under  the  gal- 
lows she  got  her  hands  and  anQS 
loose,  seized  the  executioner,  strug- 
gled with  him,  and  gave  him  so  rio- 
lent  A  blow  on  the  breast  as  nearly 
knocked  him  down.  She  dared 
him  to  hang  her,  and  took  off  her 
hat,  cloak,  and  other  parts  of  her 
dress,  and  disposed  of  them  among 
the  crowd,  in  despite  of  him.*  Afii^ 
ter  much  resistance  he  got  the  rope 
about  her  neck,  which  she  had  no 
sooner  found  accomplished,  than, 
pulling  a  handkerchief,  bound 
round  her  head,  over  her  face,  she 
threw  herself  out  of  the  cart,  be-, 
fore  the  signal  given,  with  such  vio- 
lence, that  she  broke  her  neck,  anil 
died  instantly,  on  the  4th  of  May, 
1763. 


DANIEL  BLAKE, 

EXECUTED  FOn  MURDER. 


Blake  was  the  son  of  a  butcher  at 
Bunwell,  in  Norfolk,  who  brought 
the  youth  up  to  his  own  business. 
When  he  was  about  twenty  years 
old  he  became  dissatisOed  with  his 
trade,  and  travelled  to  London, 
with  ao  intention  of  hiring  himself 
as  a  gentleman's  servant;  and  he 
bad  been  but  a  short  time  in  the 
metropolis  when  he  was  engaged  in 
the  service  of  Lord  Daere. 

Blake,  having  contracted  an  ac- 
quaintance with  some  women  of 
abandoned  character,  resolved  to 
support  the  expenses  attending  such 
conduct  by  robbing  his  fellow-ser- 
vaa  ts. 

fle  had  been  in  the  service  of 
Lord  Dicre  about  ten  weeks,  when 
he  determined  to  carry  his  Iniqui- 
tous plan  into  execution ;  and«  going 


into  the  room  of  Mr.  Murcott,  his 
lordship's  butler,  he  repeatedly 
struck  him  with  great  violence  on 
the  head  with  a  poker,  and  then, 
taking  a  knife  from  his  pocket,  cut 
his  throat  almost  from  ear  to  car. 

After  the  barbarous  murder  of 
Mr.  Murcott,  Blake  took  twenty 
guineas  from  the  breeches-pocket 
of  the  deceased,  and  then  returned 
to  his  bed.  He  arose  about  seven, 
and  went  to  his  usual  business;  and 
in  about  an  hour  he  was  deyired  to 
call  Mr.  Murcott;  on  which  he 
said  he  had  already  call^  him  two 
or  three  times,  but  had  not  been 
able  to  make  him  answer. 

Lord  Dacre's  bell  ringing  about 
nine,  the  porter  went  into  the  cham. 
ber  of  the  deceased,  and  repeatedly 
called  him ;  he  then  approached  the 


*  The  clothes  in  which  criminals  die  arc  cUimcd  as  the  perquisite  of  the  execDtioner, 
unlcH  a  full  equJTaleDt  b  giTCD  him  by  the  friends  of  the  deceased. 
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bed,  md  fhook  Mr.  Murcotti  and, 
inding  him  sUH  silent  and  motion- 
less, exclaimed  ^  God  bleu  me !  I 
Miefehetsdead!'  Ho  then  turned 
down  the  bcd-clothet,  which  the 
murderer  had  thrown  orer  Mr. 
Mureott'i  face,  and»  perceiring  them 
bloodjr,  he  quitted  the  room  in 
great  terror,  and  communicated  his 
ditcoiery  to  the  housekeeper  and 
Ladjr  Dacre's  waiUng-maid,  who, 
going  into  the  room,  turned  the 
clotlMi  a  little  further  down,  and 
obserred  a  knife,  which  thej  sup- 
posed  to  ha? e  fallen  from  the  hand 
of  the  deceased ;  and,  attempting  to 
move  the  body,  the  head  inclined 
backwards,  and  gave  the  wound  a 
meet  shocking  appearance. 

Upon  the  rest  of  the  serrants 
being  informed  of  Mr.  Murcott's 
unhappy  death  Blake  shed  tears  in 
great  abundance,  wrung  his  hands, 
and  appeared  to  be  affected  In  so 
extravagant  a  degree,  that  he  was 
urged  to  moderate  his  affliction, 
lest  the  nobleman  and  his  lady 
should  be  alarmed. 

Mr.  Murcott's  death  being  com- 
municated to  Lord  Dacrp,  he  sent 
for  Marsden,  clerk  to  Sir  John 
Fielding,  and  kept  him  in  the  house 
three  days,  with  the  tiew  of  disco- 
rering  the  perpetrator  of  the  horrid 
fact. 

During  the  time  that  Blake  had 
been  in  the  service  of  Lord  Dacro 
he  was  known  to  be  in  fery  Indi- 
gent circumstances ;  but,  on  the 
day  after  the  murder,  he  was  ob- 
serred  to  discharge  several  small 
debts;  and  hence  arose  a  suspicion 
«f  his  guilt. 

All  the  servants  in  the  family 
being  strictly  examined  in  the  pre* 
fence  of  Lord  Dacre,  the  porter 
declared  that  he  firmly  belicTed  that 
the  knife  found  in  the  bed  belonged 
to  Blake,  who,  on  being  taken  into 
custody,  and  conducted  to  Sir  John 


FlekUng,  Taluiitarlly  MknowMffed 
himself  guilty  of  the  borrid  fact, 
and  waa  committed  to  Newgate,  io 
order  for  trial. 

At  the  ensuing  sessiont  at  tho 
Old  Bailey  he  was  pot  on  bb  trial ; 
and,  his  own  confession  being  cor* 
roborated  by  very  strong  c&reoau 
stantial  evidence^  he  waa  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  exo* 
cttted. 

While  he  waa  in  Newgate  ho 
proved  that  he  had  bat  very  iaipar. 
feet  ideas  of  his  dlity  towarda  the 
Almighty,  and  confessed  that  bo 
had  not  read  a  chapter  in  the  Bsbi«|. 
or  attended  to  any  other  religions 
book,  since  leaving  school.  Whilw 
he  was  under  sentence  of  death  his 
behavionr  was  deoeat  and  poaiten 
tial.  I'he  day  before  hia  ekccalkHi 
he  said  his  mind  was  pei&ctly  cala, 
and  that  his  ease  Increased  as  the 
time  of  his  death  approached  ;  add. 
ing,  that  he  had  a  full  confidence 
of  salvation  through  the  merits  of 
his  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesns  CbrisL 

Being  brought  into  the  press- 
yard,  he  said  to  those  aroond  him, 
while  his  irons  were  knocking  of^ 
*  You  seem  to  look  at  me  with  ear* 
nestncss.  Yon  were  all  bom ;  hat 
you  know  not  in  what  manner  yea 
shall  die.  lict  my  fate  warn  jron 
to  keep  the  sabbath,  and  honoar 
your  parents.' 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  ad* 
dressed  the  populace  to  the  foHow* 
ing  eficct :— ^  Be  carefnl  to  attend 
divine  worship;  profane  not  the 
sabbath ;  repent  of  your  sitit,  and 
make  a  timely  peace  with  God. 
Behold  the  consequence  of  my  M- 
quities !  Fear  God,  and  honoar 
rour  parents,  for  neglecting^  wMch 

must  suffer  a  dtsgracefol  death.* 

He  was  then  turned  off,  Fehmarf 
the  98th,  17tSS,  and  hi«  body  after. 
wards  hung  in  chains  on  Howosiow 
Heath. 


\ 


BXKCUTSi>  rou  itii 

TitB  hitlorjt  of  ihii  man  diiplaya 

■  grcotrariolj'or  Tilluny,  anil  pre- 

anullior  iktl  initniice  gf  a  ton'i 

wickL-ilnuf    bringing    hit  fsiliGt'* 

grey  hoiii  with  torruw  tu  thcgraTc. 

Paul  Lowii  was  born  at  llor»c> 

p'onscuz,  in  Suuei,  and  waa   (ho 

#9n  uf  atfortliy  deT|tyniaa  at  that 

idacc,  «ba  put  liim  to  a  granrniar. 

Khool  at   a  xcty  early  agu ;  but 

■ncli  wat  hit  atcnion  to  ttudy,  that 

lie  nailt!  nut  any  rcamnahlu  dtgreo 

Df  jiruKrcas:  On  which   bis   Talher 

look  him  home,  with  an  inloniion 

hatoin*truc(cil  himhimioir;  but, 

itling  that  hu  bad  no  prupeniily 

lO    Itarning,    he     procvrcd    him, 

through  Sir  Cecil   liishop,  a  coni- 

■litiiian  In  the  train  of  arlillcry, 

I'aul,   (hough  a  dunce,  bad  nut 

leu  ambition,  nur  pcthapa  Ictti^ua. 

KGcalion,  (o  become  a  lino  gcnllc- 

In  hii  fpiriml  Blten)|itB  to 

■Main  dial  character  he  ran  in  debt 

.yilb  hU  tailor   (o   (be  amount  of 

nc  hundred  and  fifty  poundi, 

hicb  obliged  bin)  lo  run  away  and 

r*.     ThrrCi  it  appuart,  he 

lome  time  bcbaTod  to  <*rll 

it  he  ira>  hnl  made  a  cadi-l,  then 

midihipmnn,  and  linally  a  II«u- 

lanl  in  the  rnyal  nary. 

IIo  nai  at  Ihc  taking  of  Senegal, 

(lie  burning  IIm)  *)iip*  in  Tdncalle 

Bay,   the   reiluclion  of  Chuiburg, 

the  balllo  of  St.  Ca«,  the  oitf  e  of 

Guadaloupf,  and   iho  engagement 

asdcr  Sir   EdHard   llawke,  in  all 

Vhich    lertlci:!   he    behaved   with 

ragv  and  aclivlty, 

lie  had  *ku,  htiveitr,  out  com- 

in  to  braieiy.  anil  tery  dilTvrciil 

>ni  the  irregular  lallict  of  a  higb- 

Iplritcd  anil  *(rung  [uuiton,     faul 

«ai  not  only  wicked,  but  bate  ;  not 

only  a  rubber,  but  a  icuundrrl ;  of 

which   he   Rate    proufii   while    ou 

board  the  Itcct,  particularly  by  col> 

Iccling  Ihreo  guinea*  apiec*  from 


many  of  his  bro'her  o(Rcen,  to  lay 
in  tlorei  for  a  Wont-India  Toyage, 
niid  tlieu  ran  away  with  the  collec- 
tion, and  commenwd  highwayman. 

Haling  thui  began  hiiiniquilnut 
courae  of  life,  be  went  to  a  pablic 
houifl  in  Suuthwnrk,  alatd  gr«at 
part  of  the  day,  and  aupped  ;  anil 
then,  going  lo  an  inn,  hired  a  hone, 
and,  riding  out  between  Ncwioglon 
ButU  and  Vattxhall,  iloppedagen. 
tleman  and  bit  ton  In  a  poal.cboiio, 
and,  having  robbed  them,  relarned 
to  the  public  home  in  Suulbwark. 

Being  apprehended  for  ibii  ef- 
fcncr,  be  wai  brought  to  trial  al 
Kinghlun,  whun  the  people  uf  Uia 
public  huute  nweariog  that  he  had 
not  Ircen  absent  from  noou  till  mid. 
night  moro  than  half  an  hour,  he 
was  acquit  led. 

Atlcr  ihii  he  committcdavarlcly 
of  robberies,  and  wa«  twice  in  im- 
minent danger  of  that  falc  which  al 
length  occrtook  him,  of  which  we 
ihail  now  relate  the  particnlart. 

Lewii  and  an  accomplice  having 
robbed  a  gentleman  and  lady  in  a 
poat-ehai»e,  near  I'addinglon,  tin 
robbers  rode  suaio  miles  tngclhcr, 
and  then  agreed  lo  part,  aiid  com- 
(nit  Ihcir  deptcdalioni  trparalcly. 

Not  long  bad  iliey  parted  when 
T.cnis  ilopped  a  grnilrinan  named 
Bionn,  and  demanded  hit  money. 
Mr.  Brown  resitted  the  highway, 
man  with  such  deUrmiucd  retolu. 
tion,  that  licwii  lirud  at  bim,  but 
happily  wilhual  elfecl. 

At  Ibis  juuclure  Mr.  Brown's 
horse  took  frighi,  and  threw  him ; 
but,  being  tilde  injured, 
recoterod,  and  laa  l^ewi*  in  tk« 
cuiiudy  uf  Mr.  I'ope,  a  iiinslalilB, 
who  had  got  him  down,  and  waa 
knieliUK  on  his  breast;  a  rirai«i> 
stance  that  arose  from  the  follow* 
lag  accident :— Mr.  I'ope  i 
tiding  on  the  uma  ritadi  a  graite. 
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man  and  lady  told  him  they  had 
been  robbed  by  two  highwaymen, 
and  desired  him  to  be  cautious  ;  but 
this  indaced  him  io  ride  on  the 
faster,  and  he  arrired  at  the  spot  in 
a  short  time  after  the  robbery  was 
committed,  and  seized  Lewis. 

Pope  desired  Mr.  Brown  to  ride 
after  the  other  highwayman  who 
had  been  on  the  road  ;  but  at  this 
instant  Lewis  arose,  and,  present- 
ing  a  pistol,  swore  he  would  ^hoot 
Pope.  The  latter,  howcTer,  was  in 
no  degree  intimidated ;  but,  knock- 
ing the  pistol  out  of  his  hand, 
threw  him  down,  and  secured  him 
in  the  manner  abore  mentioned ;  af. 
ter  which  he  tied  his  hands  behind 
his  back,  and,  searching  his  pockctSj 
found  ten  pistol  bullets  in  them. 

The  highwayman  was  conreycd 
io  New  Prison,  where  having  lain 
one  night,  he  was  taken  before  a  ma- 
gistrate, and  committed  to  Newgate. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  he  was  brought  to  trial.  The 
cf  idencc  against  him  was  exceeding, 
ly  strong,  lie  at  tern  ptfd,  indeed, 
to  make  a  kind  of  defence  ;  but  it 
amounted  to  nothing,  and,  the  jury 
finding  him  guilty,  he  received  sen- 
tence of  death. 

Such  were  the  baseness  and  un- 
feeling  proUigacy  of  this  wretch, 
that,  when  his  almost  hrart. 
broken  father  visited  him  for  the 
last  time  in  Newgate,  and  put 
twelve  guineas  into  his  hands  to 
defray  his  expenses,  he  slipped  one 
of  the  pieces  of  gold  into  the  cuff 
of  his  sleeve  by  a  dexterous  sleight, 
and  then,  opening  his  hand,  showed 
the  venerable  and  reverend  old  man 
that  there  were  but  eleven  ;  upon 
which  he  took  from  his  pocket  an- 
other, and  gave  it  him,  to  make  up 
the  number  he  intended. 

Having  taken  a  last  farewell  of 
his  parent,  he  turned  round  to  his 
ffllow-prisoncrs,  and  cxultingly  ex- 
claimed, « I  have  flung  the  old  fel- 
low out  of  another  guinea  V 


The  Ordinary  of  Newgate  repre- 
sentcd  the  behaviour  of  Lewis  in  a 
very  unfavorable  light ;  hinting, 
among  other  things,  that  he  had 
threatened  hu  life,  declaring  that 
he  should  never  again  have  an  op- 
portunity of  attending  a  criminal 
under  sentence  of  death.  The  un- 
happy *Ricc,  who  suffered  with  him, 
bring  one  day  in  the  chapel  with  a 
view  to  receive  the  sacrament, 
I^wis  demanded  an  admittance  Io 
the  same  solemn  service  ;  but  being 
refused,  unless  he  gave  some  proof 
of  penitence,  he  said  to  the  Ordi- 
nary. ^  Whether  I  am  fit  or  not, 
what  is  that  to  you  ?  Damn  you  ! 
I  will  beat  you  before  I  have  done 
with  you,  unless  you  give  me  it.  I 
am  as  good  a  Christian  as  you,  you 
scoundrel.* 

In  Newgate  he  was  by  the  other 
prisoners  allowed  the  title  of  Cap- 
tain, and  he  assumed  ail  the  villainy 
of  Macheath.  He  sat  at  the  head 
of  the  table,  sang  obscene  songv, 
and  damned  the  parson  (the  Ordi- 
nary). He  gave  out  that  he  would 
die  like  a  man  of  honour,  and  that 
no  hangman  should  put  a  halter 
round  his  neck,  intimating  that  he 
would  put  an  end  to  his  own  life. 

This,  how  ever,  he  had  not  courage 
enough  to  commit ;  for,  after  hav- 
ing concealed,  or  pretended  to  con- 
ceal, a  knife  in  his  pillow  aiany 
days  and  nights  for  that  porpotc, 
he  suffered  it  to  be  found  bj  drop- 
ping it,  at  though  by  chance,  in  the 
chapel. 

He  procured  a  letter  to  be 
written  in  his  name  (for  he  could 
not  form  one  himself)  to  James 
Eyre,  E^q.  then  recorder  of  f^n- 
don,  where,  in  a  lofty  style,  he 
claimed  descent  from  Laud,  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  relation- 
ship to  many  noble  and  ancient  fa- 
milies; recapitulating  his  services 
in  the  navy,  aud  imploring  |>ardon 
ofhiii  majesty. 

The  warrant  for  execution  arriv- 
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Paul  luit  all  till  aisumcd  cou. 
nur,  his  i^iiintings  sunk  intutreni- 
bliii^  (ratf,  anil  he  bi'came  as  abji-cl 
birfurc  he  appeared  hartlfiiril. 
Mow  crying  aloud  in  repentant  l'X. 
danuliunii,  he  was  ailmitled  to  (liu 

crament  (he  muriiing  of  hi«  cx<:. 

ition. 
Arrivcil  at  Tyburn,  he  looked 

iiinil  him  trilh  a  face  of  ineiprei. 
llbli;  anguUb,  and  then  atldrcsscil 
'limtclf  lo  the  raultilude  in  the  foU 
lowing  tcrmi  :— 

'This  dreadful  sight  will  not,  1 

lUor,  invite  anjr  of  yuu  lo  comv 

Tf,  by  following    my   cxampli.; 

It  rstbur  lo  be  warned  by  mi-.     I 


am  but  lucnly.ilirec  year*  of  agp, 
a  cltTgymau's  son,  bred  upamonj; 
genlkmcn :  lliii  wounds  me  thu 
deeper  ;  fur  tu  whom  much  Ugiren, 
of  them  more  is  reijuired. 

'  My  friends,  1  cntrtrat  you  all  to 
avoid  auch  ofTunrci  as  may  btin^ 
you  here,  on  ercry  ai:count,  cspe. 
cially  for  the  lakc  of  your  families. 
I^et  the  memory  tif  my  eiil  actions 
die  with  me,  and  do  not  reject  on 
my  agc-d  father.  Hitherto  1  hare 
been  a  diEgracc  to  all  that  knew  me; 
were  I  lo  begin  my  lifo  again,  I 
thoidd  live  nn  honour  to  society.' 

This  malefactor  aulfered  at  Ty. 
burx,  May  ihe4ih,  I7G3. 


IM.IAM  IlAllROW,  CO.M.MOiXr.y  CAM-f:n  THR  FLVr.VG 
niGHWAVMAN, 

EXECDTiu  rott  HOBai:nv. 
mali-factot'  may  be  lald  (o 
•  gattojicd   lu  hh  fate  over  (he 
Mtcn  road.     He   commeiicud   lii< 
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ing.*  These  cruel  and  infamons  ac 
qiiirements  lead  (o  robbery,  aihil- 
trry^  and  c?ery  other  deadly  >in. 
Such  is  (he  general  course  uf  high, 
waymcn  ;  and  their  i;t)al — (he  gal- 
lows. 

lie  had  likewise  a  propensity  lo 
poaching :  and  the  gamekeeper  of 
a  gentleman  near  llaifu-ld  h.i?inj! 
detected  him  in  a  fact  of  this  kind, 
Harrow  threatened  his  destruction  ; 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that 
he  was  lodged  in  Hertford  gaol  ; 
but,  before  the  time  of  holding 
the  qaarter.ses«ions,  he  broke  out, 
and  made  his  esca|)e;  on  which 
a  reward  of  fifty  pounds  was 
offered  for  taking  him  into  cus- 
tody. 

Made  desperate  by  this  circum- 
stance,  he  took  to  robbing  on  the 
highway.  The  deprcdatknis  lie 
committed  were  very  numerous ; 
and  he  obtained  the  name  of  *  The 
Flying  Highwayman*  by  his  horse 
leaping  the  seteral  turnpikes,  so 
that  he  constantly  escaped  detec- 
tion. 

His  career  in  Tillainy  was,  how- 
ever, happily  but  short.  He  laid  a 
scheme  for  committing  a  burglary 
and  robbery,  for  which  he  and  two 
of  his  associates  forfeited  their  lives, 
in  company  with  Thofmas  Jones,  a 
noted  tratelling  rat-catcher,  Wil. 
liam  Bosford,and  another  desperate 
Tillain.  They  went  to  the  house  of 
an  old  fanner,  named  Thomas. 
Glasscock,  who  had,  by  an  extra- 
ordinary degree  of  parsimony »  ac- 


cumulated a  Tery  considerable  sum, 
of  nhich  these  abandoned  men  de- 
termined to  rob  him,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  iKung  peace-officers,  who 
u  ere  come  to  apprehend  some  de- 
serters. Thu  old  gentleman  refused 
them  admittance;  on  which  they 
forced  their  way  through  the  win- 
dow, and,  bindini;  Mr.  Glasscock 
and  hi4  housekeeper,  they  searcheil 
the  house,  when,  finding  a  tea-chest 
which  contained  three  hundred 
pounds,  they  siized  it,  and  de- 
parted 

Having  dividetl  the  booty,  Ihcy 
separated  ;  and  Harrow,  taking  a 
girl  with  him  as  a  companion,  tra-. 
veiled  Into  (Gloucestershire,  and, 
putting  up  at  an  alehouse  in  a 
small  village,  and  assuming  the  cha- 
racter of  a  sailor,  who  had  brought 
home  priie-money  to  a  considerable 
amonnt,  he  continued  for  two 
months  without  any  suspicion  Ais- 
ing.  At  length  a  quarrel  happen, 
ing  libtween  him  and  some  of  the 
cnstomers  of  the  house,  a  scuffle  en- 
sued, and  a  pistol  in  one  of  Har- 
row's pockets  going  off,  a  suspicion 
arose  that  he  was  a  highwayman, 
on  which  he  was  carried  before  a 
magistrate  for  examination. 

Nothing  like  proof  arising  to 
criminate  him,  he  was  dismisaed; 
but,  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  re- 
main any  longer,  he  set  oat  with 
his  girl;  but  did  not  tell  any  one 
the  road  that  he  intended  to  traveL 

Very  near  the  time  that  he  do- 
parted,  one  of  the  magistrates  of 


*  Kind  treatment  to  nniniHls  made  for  inaii*s  nie,  is  a  sign  of  a  humane  and  eicelfciit 
OikputitioD;  while  cruelly  and  barbarity  tu  thcro  show  a  wicked  and  diabolical  temper. 


'ery  humane  speciuior  i  To  give  cam  and  happi 
ucMto  ihcm,  and  to  n-lii'vo  their  miseries,  would  give  pK*:iMurc  to  durselve.s  provided 
wc  are  such  men  as  wc  ought  to  be.  But,  if  wc  lake  any  delight  in  tormenting,  or  m 
seeing  animals  tormented,  whom  do  wi;  resemble  but  th:it  evil  being,  who  takes  ple.isure 
in  the  misery  of  man?  And  how  caMlj  may  that  vuuth  be  iiidncrd  to  delight  in 
wounding  and  murdering  hi.« fel!ow-creaiure>j  who  f-.:*^  hrrn  trained  up  !n  hii  chJuibe<"i 
to  exereue  erutlty  upon  p'^or  innrcent  animiils? 
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Glouc€f(€r8hire  recei?ed  a  letter 
from  Sir  John  Fielding,  requesting 
that  he  would  order  a  search  for 
one  William  Harrow,  who  stood 
charged  with  having  committed  a 
Tariety  of  robberies  in  the  neigh. 
borhood  of  St.  Albans. 

Upon  this  the  magistrates  sent 
some  persons  in  pursuit  of  him, 
whO|  baring  traced  him  to  Worcos. 
ter,  made  such  inquiries  as  led  them 
to  think  he  had  gone  towards  Wol. 
Terhampton.  Taking  this  road, 
thej  found  him  in  bed  with  his  girl, 
and,  bating  taken  him  into  cus- 
tody, he  was  conducted  to  prison 
at  Gloacester. 

By  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  he 
was  remoTed  to  Hertford,  where  he 
laj  till  the  assizes,  when  he  was  in. 
dieted  for  robbing  Mr.  Glasscock ; 
and,  being  com icted  on  the  clearest 
eridenoe,  was  sentenced  to  die. 

A  number  of  clergymen  visited 
lihn  after  conviction,  and  labored 
to  convince  him  of  the  necessity  of 
making  an  immediate  preparation 
for  eternity.  Ho  was  likewise  Ti« 
sited  by  his  mother,  who  burst  into 
teart  at  the  sight  of  her  wretched 
ten. 

On  ih9  oigkt  before  his  cxecn. 
don  he  sawed  off  his  irons,  with  an 
intent  to  hare  made  his  escape ;  but 


he  had  not  quite  time  enough  to  ef- 
fect his  purpose.  When  the  gaoler 
came  in  the  morning,  he  said  he 
would  have  saved  the  hangman  his 
trouble,  if  he  had  not  come  so  soon  ; 
and  threw  at  him  the  irons,  which 
he  had  by  this  time  got  from  his 
legs. 

Before  he  was  put  in  the  cart,  a 
sermon  was  preached  on  the  occa* 
sion  of  his  fatal  exit. 

Immense  numbers  of  people  at- 
tended at  the  place  of  execution,  to 
see  the  last  of  a  man  who  had  made 
himself  dreaded  through  the  coun- 
try  by  the  enormity  of  his  conduct. 

Harrow,  Jones,  and  Bosford, 
were  executed  at  Hertford,  March 
the  ^th,  1763,  along  with  John 
Wright,  for  a  highway  robbery  on 
the  Buntingtield  road. 

The  unfortunate  Mr.  Glasscock 
seems  to  have  been  a  devoted  prey 
to  robbers.  On  the  7th  of  Septem« 
bcr,  1764,  he  was  attacked  in  his 
own  fields  by  a  daring  villain,  at 
noon-time  of  day,  who  obliged  him 
to  go  to  his  house,  and  deliver  his 
money.  On  entering,  the  robber 
shut  the  door,  knocked  the  old  man 
down,  and  carried  off  every  thing 
raluablo  that  was  left  by  Harrow 
and  his  gang,  with  which  he  es« 
caped. 


ANN  BEDDINGFIELD  AND  RICHARD  RINGE; 

THVrOEIIlE  BURNT  FOR  THE  MUROCll  OF  IIER  HUSBAND,  AND   THE  LAT- 
TER HAN6ED  FOR  BEINO  HER  ACCOMPLICE. 


JoHjr  Beddingfibld,  the  mur- 
dered husband,  was  the  squ  of  re- 
spectable parents  at  Sternficld,  in 
Soffblk;  and,  having  married  when 
be  was  aboat  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  the  yoong  couple  were  placed 
3a  a  good  farm,  which  was  carefully 
attended  by  Bedding/ield,  who  bore 
the  character  of  a  man  of  industry 
asd  integrity.  They  had  two  chiU 
dran,  and  lived  in  api^arent  happi- 
till  near  the  timo  when  the 


shocking  event   happened    which 
gives  rise  to  this  melancholy  talc. 

Richard  Ringe,  a  youth  of  nine- 
teen, was  engaged  in  the  service  of 
Mr.  Beddingfield  ;  nor  had  he  been 
long  in  the  house  before  his  mistress 
became  so  enamoured  of  him  that 
her  husband  was  the  object  of  her 
contempt.  IJer  behaviour  to  Uingc 
was  such  (hat  he  poold  not  long 
doubt  of  her  favorable  inclinations ; 
nor  had  ha  virtue  to  resist  the  temp- 
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tation ;  and  thej  were  so  incau- 
tious  in  their  proceedings  that  four 
of  the  8er?anti  were  occasional 
witnesses  of  their  criminal  inter, 
course. 

At  length  Mrs.  BeddingBcld, 
ha?ing  formed  the  horrid  design  of 
destroying  her  husband,  communi- 
cated her  intention  to  Ringc,  who 
hesitated  on  the  dreadful  proposal, 
nor  consented  till  she  promised  that 
be  should  share  her  fortune  as  the 
reward  of  the  deed*' 

Mrs.  Ikddingfield,  blinded  bj 
her  passion,  was  now  so  much  off 
her  guard  as  to  say  very  indiscreet 
things  to  her  servants,  which  might 
lead  (hem  to  presome  that  she  had 
determined  on  the  most  deliberate 
wickedness,  of  which  the  following 
is  given  as  one  instance : — As  she 
was  dressing  herself  one  morning 
she  said  to  her  maid.servant,  ^  Help 
me  to  put  on  my  ear-rings ;  but  I 
shall  not  wear  them  much  longer, 
for  I  shall  have  new  black  ones.  It 
will  not  be  long  before  somebody  in 
the  house  dies,  and  I  believe  it  will 
be  your  master.' 

Extravagant  as  this  declaration 
wu,  the  behaviour  of  Ringe  was 
not  at  all  more  prudent.  He 
purchased  some  poison,  and  told 
one  of  the  servant-maids  that  he 
would  bo  her  constant  friend  if  she 
■  would  mix  it  with  some  rum  and 
milk  that  her  master  was  to  drink 
in  the  morning;  but  the  girl  de- 
clined having  any  concern  in  so  hor- 
rid  a  transaction  ;  nor  did  she  take 
any  notice  of  the  proposal  that  had 
been  made  till  after  the  commission 
of  the  murder. 

Mr.  Beddingfield  happening  to 
be  indisposed,  it  was  recommended 
to  him  to  take  a  Tomit;  but  the 
water  #hich  the  servant-maid 
brought  him  to  drink  proving  too 
hot,  Ringe  was  directed  to  bring 
some  cold  water  to  mix  with  it ; 
and  he  took  this  opportunity  of 


putting  arsenic  into  the  water ;  bat 
Beddingfield,  observing  a  white  se- 
diment in  the  basin,  would  not 
drink,  though  no  suspicion  of  the 
liquor  being  poisoned  had  occnr^ed 
to  him.  From  this  time  the  inten- 
tional murderers  resolved  not  to 
think  of  having  recourse  to' poison, 
but  devised  another  scheme  of  dis- 
patching the  unfortunate  object  of 
their  Tcngcance. 

Mr.  Beddingfield  having  been  sel- 
ling some  cattle  to  another  fanner, 
they  had  drank  a  social  glass  Co. 
gether,  but  not  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  occasion  intozicationl 

When  Mr.  Beddingfield  came 
home  he  found  that  his  wife  was  in 
bed  with  one  of  the  maid-serTants, 
on  which  he  desired  her  to  come  to 
his  chamber ;  but  this  she  refosedy 
it  having  been  determined  by  Ringe 
to  commit  the  murder  on  that  night, 
while  his  master  was  asleep;  and, 
when  he  knew  he  was  in  bed,  be 
quitted  his  own  room,  passed 
through  that  in  which  his  niistreM 
slept,  and  went  to  the  bed-chamber 
of  his  master. 

Ringe,  observing  that  Mr.  Bed* 
dingfield  was  asleep,  threw  a  cord 
round  his  neck  to  strangle!  him ; 
but,  being  hurt  by  the  weight  of 
Ringe  lying  across  him,  he  strag- 
gled so  that  they  both  fell  off  the 
bed  together.  However^  the  horrid 
deed  of  murder  was  soon  perpe^ 
trated. 

Mrs.  Beddingfield,  being  asleeo  in 
the  next  room,  was  awakened  by 
the  noise,  and  in  her  fright  awaken* 
ed  the  servant.  At  this  instant 
Ring  centered  the  room,  and  said 
^  I  have  done  for  him  ;*  -to  which 
the  wife  answered,  <  Thien  I  am 
easy.'  The  girl  was  greatly  alarmed, 
and  cried  out  ^  Master  !*  suppodng 
Mr.  Beddingfield  was  present,  for 
there  was  no  light  in  the  rooia  ;  bat 
Mrs.  Beddingfield  commandied  her 
to  be  silent. 
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Ringe  asked  the  mistress  if  any 
one  was  acquainted  with  what  had 
passed  besides  herself  and  the  maid ; 
on  which  the  girl  asked,  *  How 
came  you  here,  Richard?'  The 
Tillain,  terrified  by  his  guilt,  replied 
^  I  was  forced  to  it.'  He  now  >ient 
to  his  own  room,  and  laid  down ; 
and  the  mistress  and  maid  getting 
up,  the  latter  was  charged  not  to 
nttflr  a  syllable  of  what  had  passed. 
-Mrs.  Beddingfield  now  directed 
the  girl  to  call  Hinge,  who  seemed 
offended  at  being  disturbed ;  but, 
when  he  had  struck  a  light,  his  niis. 
tress  told  him  to  go  into  his  master's 
room,  for  she  was  afraid  that  he 
was  indisposed.  Ringe  obeyed ; 
but,  on  his  return,  said,  with  an 
air  of  surprise,  that  his  master  was 
dead. 

By  this  time  another  maid.ser- 
Tant  was  got  np,  and  the  girls, 
going  to  their  master's  room,  found 
the  deceased  lying  on  his  face,  and 
observed  that  part  of  his  shirt  coU 
Jar  was  torn  off,  and  that  his  neck 
was  black  and  swelled. 

A  messenger  was  instantly  dis- 
patched  to  Mr.  Beddingfield's  pa- 
rents, who  proposed  to  send  for  a 
surgeon  ;  but  the  wife  insisted  (hat 
it  was  unnecessary  to  call  in  me. 
dical  aid,  as  her  husband  was  al- 
ready dead. 

On  the  following  day  the  coro- 
ner's  jury  took  an  inquisition  into 
the  cause  of  his  death ;  but  so  su* 
perficial  was  the  inquiry,  that  it 
lasted  only  a  few  minutes,  and  their 
determination  was  that  he  died  a 
natural  death. 

The  guilty  commerce  between 

the  murderers  now  became    still 

more  evident  than  before ;  but  so 

fickle  was  Mrs.  Beddingfield's  dis- 

position,  that  in  a  few  weeks  she 

began  to  despise  the  man  whom  she 

had  excited  to  the  murder  of  her 

hasband. 

The  servant-maid  now  resolved 


tfi  divulge  the  fact,  but  postponed 
doing  so  till  she  had  received  tho 
wages  for  her  quarter's  service. 
When  her  mistress  had  paid  her 
she  went  to  her  parents,  and  dis- 
covered all  she  knew  of  the  matter ; 
on  which  a  warrant  was  issued  for 
apprehending  the  murderers. 

They  had  an  item  of  what  was 
going  forward,  and  therefore  at. 
tempted  tO;  bribe  the  girl's  mother 
to  secrecy  :  but  she  rejected  their 
offers ;  on  which  Mrs.  Beddingfield 
made  her  Escape,  but  was  appre- 
hended at  the  end  of  two  days. 

Ringe,  however,  seemed  to  dis. 
dain  consulting  his  own  safety,  but 
remained  in  the  house;  and  after 
he  was  committed  to  prison  he  cop- 
fessed  that  he  had  deemed  himself  a 
dead  man  from  the  time  of  his  per. 
petrating  the  murder. 

At  the  Lent  assizes  in  1763  the 
prisoners  were  brought  to  trial, 
when  the  surgeon  and  coroner  were 
examined  as  to  what  fell  within 
their  knowledge.  The  former  con. 
fesscd  that  he  saw  marks  of  violence 
on  the  body ;  and,  being  asked  how 
he  could  depose  before  the  coro. 
ncr  that  Mr.  Beddingfield  had  died 
a  natural  death,  he  replied  that  he 
did  not  think  much  about  it; — a 
strange  and  almost  unaccountable 
declaration ! 

The  preceding  part  of  this  nar- 
rative will  lead  the  reader  to  judge 
of  the  rest  of  the  evidence  that  was 
given  on  the  trial ;  and  the  pri. 
soners,  having  nothing  to  allege  in 
extenuation  of  their  crime,  were 
capitally  convicted,  and  sentenced 
to  die. 

After  conviction,  as  well  as  be- 
fore, Ringe  freely  confessed  his 
guilt;  but  expressed  the  utmost 
anxiety  at  the  thought  of  being  dis- 
sected. Mrs.  Beddingfield  refused 
to  make  any  confession  till  the  day 
before  her  death. 
They  were  placed  on  one  sledge. 
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the  mbriiiiig  of  April  tho  8th,  176S, 
and  con?eycd  to  the  place  of  eie« 
cution,  near  Ipswich,  called  Rash- 
more,  where  Ringe  made  a  pathetic 
address  to  the  lurrounding  mnlti- 
tude,  advising  young  people  to  be 
warned  by  his  fate,  to  afoid  the 
delusions  of  wicked  women,  and  to 
consider  chastity  as  a  virtue. 
.  The  woman  persisted  in  declar- 
ing  her  Innocence,  until,  finding 
Ringe  had^ade  a  full  confession, 
she  expressed  strong  resentment 
against  him:  but,  when  tied  (o  the 
stake,  she  acknowledged  herself 
guilty,  and  declared  that  she  dc- 
served  to  die  for  being  privy  to 
the  murder  of  her  husband,  and 
for  having  had  criminal  intercourse 
with  Ringe  for  three  months  before 
it  happened. 

From  the  fate  of  this  woman 
girls  should  be  taught  never  to 
think  of  giving  their  hands  in  mar. 
riage  to  a  man  if  they  are  not  cer* 


tain  of  his  having  full  possecskm  of 
their  hearts ;  and  if,  after  marriage, 
circumstances  of  a  painful  nature 
shbuld  arise,  they  should  patiently 
recolleec  that  they  have  drawn  nn 
inevitable  Jot,  and  codravoury  by  n 
kind  and  obliging  behavipnr,  to 
conciliate  the  husbands'  flection  ; 
but  by  no  means  to  think  of  violat- 
ing the  laws  of  chastity,  without  a 
proper  observance  of  which,  Jpu 
lousy,  and  all  its  horrid  train  of 
consequences,  must  ensue;  and 
marriage,  otherwise  the  happiest 
state  in  life,  be  rendered  the  moet 
miserable. 

From  the  ignominious  death  of 
Ringe  young  men  should  learn  not 
to  listen  to  the  seducing  tongue  of 
female  beauty  ;  but,  having  lived  a 
lire  of  virtue  till  they  can  obtain 
each  some  worthy  woman  in  mar* 
riage,  do  justice  to  the  preference 
by  which  they  may  be  dbtin« 
guished. 


JOHN  RICE, 

EKECUTKD  FOR  FOROEKY. 


Though  extravagance  brought 
this  man  to  an  untimely  fate,  and 
though  the  sum  of  the  forgery  was 
immense,  yet  few  criminals  suffered 
more  pitied. 

Until  the  discovery  of  this  for- 
gery, his  character  remained  unim- 
peached;  and  his  name  was  good 
upon  'Change  to  any  reasonable 
amount. 

lie  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Rice,  of 
Spital  Square,  a  considerable  stock- 
broker, whose  behaviour  had  ren- 
dered him  esteemed  by  all  who 
knt'w  him,  and  the  profits  of  whose 
profession  enabled  him  to  support 
his  family  in  a  style  of  the  utmost 
decency. 

Young  Rice,  having  received  a  li- 
beral education,  succeeded  his  fa- 
ther in  his  business,  and  was  so 
successful  as  a  broker,  that  his  pro* 


fits  were  estimated  at  twelve  han* 
dred  pounds  a  year. 

Unhappily  for  himself,  he  lived 
in  too  gay  a  manner,  having  a 
country-house  at  Finch  ley,  an  oie« 
gant  town. house  in  John  Street, 
near  Gray's  Inn,  and  keeping  a 
coach,  chaise,  chariot,  and  several 
livery  servants :  yet  still  it  is  pro* 
bable  that  Mr.  Rice  might  have 
supported  his  credit,  bnt  that^ 
flushed  with  success,  be  wished  to 
grow  still  richer  than  he  was,  whidk 
led  him  on  to  that  species  of  gaosing 
called  speculating  in  the  stocka,  hy 
which  he  suffered  so  greatly^  that, 
at  different  times,  he  was  said  to  be 
a  loser  to  the  amount  of  sixty  thon» 
sand  pounds* 

In  the  vain  hope,  however,  off 
recovering  his  circumstaneeaa  hi 
was  temptfid  to  the  commitiioa  of 
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forgery.  Among  other  of  his  um* 
ployerf  was  Mrs.  Ann  Pierce,  a 
Yorkshire  lady,  who  had  a  rcry 
considerable  property  in  South-Sea 
stock ;  and  in  her  name  Rice  was 
rash  enough  io  forge  letters  of  at- 
torney, by  which  he  received  up- 
wards of  19,9001. 

Mn.  Pierce  having  occasion  to 
t^me  to  town  soon  after  these 
transactions,  Rice,  hearing  of  the 
■intended  journey,  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  consult  his  safety  in  flight. 
He  therefore  took  a  post.chaise  for 
l>ovcr,  and  embarked  in  the  packets 
boat  for  Calais,  where  he  soon 
landed* 

He  then  trarellcd  to  Cambray,  a 
city  in  French  Flanders,  and  the 
scat  of  an  archbishop,  which  he  had 
been  taught  to  consider  as  a  privi- 
leged place,  where  he  could  remain 
liomolestcd.  It  appears,  however, 
that  this  is  not  the  case;*  for  the 
Archbishop  of  Cambray,  though  a 
prince  of  the  empire,  is  subject  to 
the  parliament  of  Tournay,  and  had 
therefore  no  power  to  protect  a 
criminal  fugitive. 

Whether  Mrs.  Rico  knew  of  her 
husband's  design  previous  to  his  de- 
parture, or  by  letter  from  him,  is 
uncertain;  but  she  determined  to 
follow  him,  and,  taking  a  post* 
chaise,  reached  Harwich,  where  she 
ombarked  in  the  packet  for  Hol- 
land, designing  to  travel  thence  to 
Caaibray;  but,  the  wind  proving 
contrary,  the  Tcssel  was  obliged  to 
pat  back  to  Harwich,  whence  Mrs. 
Rice  returned  to  London,  propos. 
ing  to  re-embark  on  a  future  oc- 
casion. 

It  is  probable  that  Mrs.  Rice  now 
thought  herself  in  security ;  but  she 
bad  no  soouer  arrived  in  London 
than  she  was  taken  into  custody, 
and,  being  cjirried  before  the  lord- 
oMiyor,  bank-notes  to  the  amount 
of  497001.  were  found  sewed  up  in 
Jier  stajs* 


On  her  examination  she  acknow« 
ledgcd  whither  her  husband  had  re- 
tired ;  and  the  crime  with  which  he 
was  charged  being  thought  to  af- 
fect public  credit,  our  ministry  dis- 
patched a  messenger  to  the  Engluh 
ambassador  at  Parb,  desiring  that 
ho  would  use  his  interest  with  the 
people  in  power  in  France  to  have 
the  culprit  delivered  up  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  laws  of  his  native  coun- 
try. 

This  requisition  was  instantly 
complied  with  ;  and  orders  being 
sent  to  Cambray  to  secure  Mr. 
Rice,  notice  was  transmitted  to 
London  that  he  was  in  custody  ;  on 
which  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Baiik» 
and  another  of  the  South-Sea  House, 
went  over,  with  one  of  the  king's 
messengers,  to  bring  the  unhappy 
man  to  England. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  prison  of 
Cambray  they  found  Rice  in  a 
state  of  great  dejection.  They  were 
proceeding  to  hand.cuff  him ;  but 
he  instantly  fell  on  his  knees,  and 
with  tears  implored  that  they  would 
dispense  with  that  disgraceful  cir- 
cumstance. They  generously  com- 
plied ;  and  Rice  was  placed  in  one 
post-chaise  with  the  messenger,  the 
gentlemen  preceding  them  in  an- 
other. 

^  Having  embarked  for  Dover, 
they  landed,  and  proceeded  imme. 
diately  towards  London.  The 
newspapers  having  mentioned  what 
had  happened  respecting  Mr.  Rice, 
the  public  curiosity  was  so  much 
excited  that  crowds  of  people  at- 
tended at  every  place  where  they 
stopped  to  take  a  view  of  the  un- 
fortunate prisoner. 

On  his  arrival  in  London  he  was 
'  carried  before  the  lord  mayor,  who 
remarking  the  utmost  candour, 
even  to  generosity,  in  his  answers 
to  the  questions  that  were  proposed 
to  him,  committed  him  to  the  Poul- 
try Compter,  instead  of  sending 
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him  io  Ncwjsaite,  pretaming  that 
his  ntnalioD  might  be  rendered  less 
disagrecmUe  in  the  former  prison 
thmn  in  the  latter. 

In  his  way  from  the  Cimptcr  to 
the  Old  Bailej  he  fainted  feteral 
times;  and,  when  brought  to  the 
bar,  he  sunk  down  withont  anj 
signs  of  life ;  and  it  was  a  consider, 
able  time  before  be  could  be  reco* 
Tcrod.  He  was  brought  to  the 
inner  bar,  and,  being  languid,  pale, 
and  trembling,  was  indulged  with  a 
chair ;  lint,  cTen  then,  it  was  not 
without  assistance  that  he  was  kept 
vp  while  arraigned.  He  forged  four 
letters  of  attorney,  but  was  tried 
only  on  one,  empowering  him  to 
sell  five  thousand  pounds,  and  fur 
fraudulently  selling  five  hundred 
pounds,  part  of  that  sum ,  to  Thomas 
Brooksbank.  His  general  appear, 
ance  and  extreme  distress  touched 
all  present  on  the  awful  occasion 
with  compassion. 

The  particulars  of  Ibc  trial  con. 
sisted  chiefly  of  official  proofs  of  his 
guilt :  in  short,  the  unhappy  roan 
bad  himself  acknowledged  the  for. 
gery  before  the  lord-mayor.  When 
he  heard  the  fatal  Terdict  pro. 
nounced  he  looked  up  to  Lord 
Mansfield,  who  presided,  with  a 
countenance  which  bespoke  the  bit- 
terness of  his  heart,  and,  i»ith  eyes 
overflowing  with  tears,  implored 
the  intercession  of  the  Court  with 
his  majesty  to  spare  his  life. 

In  answer  to  this  Lord  Mansfield 
advised  him  not  to  flatter  himself 
with  hope  of  that  mercy  which 
there  was  no  probability  of  being 
extended  to  him.  His  lordship 
farther  said,  ^Considering  your 
crime,  and  its  consequences,  in  a 
nation  where  there  is  so  much  paper 
credit,  I  must,  indeed,  tell  you,  I 
think  myself  bound  in  duty  and 
conscience  to  acquaint  his  majesty 
that  you  m  no  object  of  his  mercy.' 
His  lordship  farther  observed,  ^  that 


all  public  companies  shonid  lake 
warning,  by  the  present  instance;, 
carefully  to  examine  all  letters  of 
attorney,  for  the  more  eiectoal  pre- 
vention of  frand.* 

After  eonviction,  as  wcU  as  be- 
fore, Mr.  Rice  gave  every  sign  of 
the  most  sincere  contrition.  While 
under  sentence  of  death  he  made  the 
most  serious  preparation  for  the 
important  change  that  awaited  him. 
He  expected  tibe  warrant  for  his 
execution  some  days  liefore  it  ar* 
rived  ;  and  when  it  came  the  fatal 
news  was  concealed  from  him  fiQ' 
his  wife,  who  was  then  present,  had 
retired. 

It  is  recorded,  to  the  credit  of 
Mr.  Rice,  that,  before  he  quitted  the 
kingdom,  he  sent  for  his  trades- 
men*s  bills,  and  discharged  all  those 
that  were  delivered. 

Mr.  Rice*s  friends  petitioned  thai 
he  might  be  allowed  a  coach  to  the 
place  of  execution ;  but  this  favoir 
was  denied,  and,  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1763,  he  was  placed  in  a 
cart,  and  attended  by  a  faithful 
friend,  who  was  too  generous  to 
leave  him  till  the  last  fatal  moment 

At  Tyburn,  the  place  of  ezee»- 
tlon,  he  attended  alone  to  prayers, 
where  he  expressed  himself  with 
ardour  and  fervency,  suflering  the 
pains  of  death  with  a  placid  hope 
of  a  happy  immortality  ;  and,  per^ 
haps,  no  man  ever  ezplatied  hii 
crimes  at  the  fatal  tree  more  nni- 
versally  lamented. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Riee  was 
living  at  the  time  his  mi»fortnncs 
commenced  ;  and  her  friends,  anx- 
ious io  alleviate  her  distress,  toM 
her  that  her  son  was  taken  ill  at 
Cambray:  they  then  added  thai 
his  life  was  despaired  of;  and  at 
length  said  that  he  was  dead.  The 
old  lady  lived  at  Stoke  Newington ; 
and  when,  on  the  day  after  execu- 
tion,  the  criers  of  dying  speeches 
made  their  perambulations^  the  in- 
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liabitaiits  of  Newington,  with  a  ge- 
nerosity that  will  erer  do  them 
honouFi  gate  the  poor  people 
money  not  to  cry  the  speeches  near 
her  house.  Great  as  the  crime 
was  for  which  this  man  suffered,  it 
wiM  appear  in  the  eyes  of  English- 


men less  reprehensible  than  the 
saTage  conduct  of  his  assignees, 
who,  on  taking  out  a  commission 
of  bankruptcy*  sold  his  effects,  and 
among  the  rest  his  negro  boy  I ! ! 
A  slate  in  Britain  !  prohpudor! 


MICHAEL  SAMPSON, 

CONVICTED  OF  FO|IGERY. 

We  giTC  a  place  (o  (his  case  from  (under  God)   been  the  mcany  of 

its  presenting  a  singular  extension  sating  the  li«  es  of  any  of  his  majcs. 

of  the  royal  mercy  in  the  crime  of  ty*s  subjects  (and  with  truth  i  can 

forgery.       The    greatest    interest  say  that  1  hate  sared  abote  two 


since  this  instance  has  been  made  in 
vain  for  pardon  to  forgerers,  par- 
ticularly for  the  two  brothers,  Ro. 
bcrt  and  'Daniel  Perreau,  Dr.  Wil. 
Jiam  Dodd,  and  William  Wynne 
Ryland,  whose  cases  we  shall  here- 
after giTc,  and  many  others. 

Michael  Sampson  was  not>  in 
fact,  arrived  at  the  estate  of  man 
whoa  he  committed  a  forgery,  with- 
out, perhaps,  being  aware  of  the 
enormity  of  the  crime,  and  for 
which  he  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bai- 
ley, and  found  guilty. 

He  had  reoeiTed  a  good  ednca. 
tion,  was  brought  up  to  the  sea 
service,  and  already  commanded  a 
merchant  vessel ;  and,  young  as  he 
was,  he  was  distinguished  by  the 
appellation  of  Captain  Sampson. 

When  brought  up  to  the  bar, 
May  the  5th,  1764,  to  receive 
judgment,  i>n  being  asked  by  the 
clerk  of  the  arraigns,  in  the  usual 
foin,  ^  Why  sentence  of  death 
should  not  be  passed  upon  him  ?' 
he  thus  addressed  the  C}onrt : — 
*  My  Lords, 

'  After  having  voluntarily  pleaded 
guilty,  I  humbly  wait  to  receive 
the  sentence  of  the  law.  Great  as 
my  crime  is,  his  majesty's  mercy  Is 
still  greater;  and  if,  in  my  past 
conduct,  any  circumstances  havQ 
happily  appeared,  by  which  I  hav« 


hundred  from  perishing),  1  hope 
tho9e  circumstances  will,  in  some 
measure,  recommend  me,  a  truly 
sincere  penitent,  to  his  royal  mercy; 
and,  if  it  should  be  his  gracious 
pleasure  to  save  that  forfeited  life, 
which  before  had  been  the  means  of 
saving  so  many  others,  the  re- 
mainder of  it  shall  be  spent  in  a 
manner  becoming  the  situation  of 
one  sensible  of  that  inestimaUo 
blessing. 

^  My  lords,  I  applied  to  the 
Court  last  sessions  to  put  off  mjT 
trial,  in  order  that  I  might  be  able 
to  lay  many  favorable  circnm- 
ft tances before  this  Court  that  might 
incline  your  lordships  to  mercy; 
but,  being  advised  that  those  cir- 
cumstances were  more  proper  to  be 
laid  before  his  royal  majesty,  I  con- 
fessed that  guilt  which  in  conscience 
I  could  not  deny. 

^  Your  lordships  are  men j  yon 
feel  as  men ;  and,  perhaps,  may  now 
feel  some  compassion  for  an  unhap- 
py youth,  truly  penitent,  and  not 
yet  twenty  years  of  age. 

'  Permit  me,  my  lords,  to  add, 
that,  if  yonr  lordships,  who  are 
now  proceeding  accoidlng  to  strict 
law,  shal\  be  pleased  to  render  me 
any  compassionate  services,  that 
obligation  to  myself  and  my  worthy 
retotiottsy  now  in?ol?ed  in  my  suf- 
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feringt,  but  not  in  my  fvUt,  will 
never  be  forgotten.  B«(,  mj|r  lords, 
if,  mfter  all,  the  bitter  cup  of  jus- 
tice is  not  to  Im  rcmoTed  from  me, 
I  hunbly  submit  to  thy  will,  O 
God,  iu  whom  1  trust.' 

A  certain  nobleman,  high  in  of- 
fice, scTeral  of  whose  domestics 
were  among  the  number  whom 
Sampson  had  been  the  principal 
cause  of  saving  from  drowning, 
used  all  his  inflacnce  in  farour  of 
the  wretched  youth  ;  and  succeeded 
in  first  obtaining  a  respite,  and 
eventually  a  panJon.  The  consi- 
deration which  moved  the  royal 
breast  to  mercy  was,  doubtless,  his 
having  saved  the  lives  of  so  many 
fellow. creatures  from  perishing  in 
the  Dublin  packet,  bound  for  Ire- 
land ;  yet  itill  it  opened  a  door  to 
IMrdon  for  an  offence  which  never 
can  be  endured  in  a  commercial 
country  like  Britain. 

When  the  conditional  pardon 
reached  Newgate  It  was  found  to 
inclmlc  eight  unhappy  culprits, 
then  under  sentence  of  death,  on 
condition  of  transportation  for  life 
to  America;  viz.  Michael  Sampson, 
William  Brown,  Richard'  Bevas, 
William  Bcllet,  James  Wharton, 
John  Boy  Ian,  llichird  Gray,  and 
John  Faulkner  ;  and  the  following 


pardoned  on  ooadition  of  traatpor- 
tation  for  seven  years ;  vis.  Riciiaid 
Jewcs,  WUIiam  M aouiiig,  WIIKam 
Smith,  and  Eliubeth  Osborne. 

Sampson  being  asked  in  tte  nsuul 
manner,  as  well  as  all  tbe  ntif 
whether  be  would  accept  his  »a^ 
jesty's  faiour  on  the  above  coadi* 
tion,  he  thus  replied  :— > 
'  My  Lord, 

^  It  is  entirely  above  my  compre- 
hension to  express  the  gratitude  and 
thanks  I  owe  for  such  extraonK- 
nary  mercy  to  an  unfortunate 
yoang  man,  whose  life  was  forfeited 
to  public  justice.  I  most  humbly 
accept  of  tbe  proffered  terms,  and 
will  never  cease  to  pray  for  Ike 
eternal  happiness  of  my  most 
volent  king,  through  whose 
gracious  mercy  1  now  exist. 

^  Words  cannot,  my  lord,  yet  my 
future  conduct  shall  demonitrale, 
that  it  mav  not  be  amiss  sometimw 
to  temper  justice  with  mercy.  And 
I  most  humbly  return  your  hmU 
Bhip,^nd  this  honorable  Conrt,  my 
most  grateful  thanks  for  the  trou- 
ble they  have  been  at,  and  for  their 
generous  behaviour  towards  me.' 

This  unfortunate  young  man  was 
sent  to  Virginia,  pursuant  to  hb 
sentence  of  transportation. 


THOMAS  W ATKINS, 

EXECUTED  rORMUBDER. 


This  hardened  villain  was  nearly 
sixty  years  of  age  when  he  com- 
mitted, with  aggravated  cruelty, 
the  foul  crime  for  which  he  most 
justly  underwent  the  sentence  of 
the  law. 

In  the  night  of  the  4th  of  Fc- 
bruary,  1764,  some  ruffians  broke^ 
into  the  house  of  two  maiden  ladies 
of  fortune,  of  the  name  of  Uam- 
niersley,  residing  near  Windsor, 
with  such  caution,  that  they  took 


the  ladies'  pockets  from^nder 
pillows  while  the  owners  were 
asleep.  A  maid.servant,  who  it 
was  supposed  had  been  alarmed, 
was  murdered  by  them  oa  their 
quitting  the  house. 

The  struggles  of  the  poor  woman 
awoke  the  ladies :  they  called,  bat, 
no  answer  being  made,  they  got 
up,  procured  a  light,  and,  to  tMr 
horror,  found  the  body  of  their 
Yaithf ol  servant  d^ad,  with  n  hand- 
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korchicf  crammed  into  her  month, 
a  cord  tight  twisted  round  her  neck, 
and  her  head  forced  between  her 
legs,  and  tied  to  the  foot  oC  the  bed. 
stead. 

A  reward  of  fifty  pounds  being 
offered  for  the  apprehension  and 
com icUonof  the  Qiurdereri  Thomas 
WatkinSy  by  trade  a  gardener,  was 
taken  up  on  suspieion,  and  com« 
mitted  to  Reading  gaol. 

Hit  trial  occuiMed  eight  hoars, 
during  whicA  the  hardened  wrclch 
behafed  with  the  utmost  resolution, 
asked  the  witnesses  many  questions, 
and  ansertcd  his  innocence  in  the 
strongest  terms.  Though  no  abso. 
lute  proof  could  be  adduced  of  his 
ha? ing  committed  the  murder,  yet 
a  great  number  of  concurring  cir« 
cumstances  rendered  his  guilt  clear 
to  the  jury,  who,  with  little  delibe. 
ration,  found  him  guilty,  and  he 
received  sentence  of  death. 

He  was  carried  in  a  post-chaise 
from  Reading  to  Windsor,  where 
the  murder  was  committed,  accom- 
panied by  the  eiecutloner,  the  un- 
der-sheriff, and  his  jafeliiwmen* 

A  short  time  before  he  was  turned 
off  the  culprit  beckoned  to  some 
one  among  the  spectators,  when  a 
roan  named  William  Innis,  a  day- 
labourer,  in  ClewerLane,  a  neigh- 
bour to  Watkins,  thinking  it  might 
be  for  him,  went  up  to  the  cart,  and 
got  upon  the  stock  of  the  wheel. 
The  malefactor  placed  his  face 
close  to  that  of  Innis,  so  that  their 
cheeks  touched;  when  the  latter 
said,  <  What  do  you  want  ?' 


Culprit.  Here  are  a  great  DMs- 
ber  of  spectators* 

/jsnfs.  Are  yon  guilty  ?  If  you 
are,  satisfy  the  crowd. 

CuiprU.  I  will  not.  I  hafo 
been  hiinged  in  chains  two  daya  he« 
fore,  in  my  own  way. 

Innii.     What  way  Is  that  ? 

Culprit.     Ask  Mrs.  H— . 

Innis.  Did  you  murder  the 
girl  I 

Culprit*  I  had  no  design  to  do 
It,  but  she  refused  to  be  familiar 
with  roe:  she  would  not  consent; 
upon  which  I  took  a  string  out  <rf 
my  pocket,  and  tied  it  round  her 
neck,  which  made  her  squall  out:  I 
then  tied  it  tighter,  but  did  not 
think  of  choking  her,  and  then  I 
bad  roy  with. 

He  attended  but  little  to  his  de- 
votions, and  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1764,  was  launched  into  eternity, 
amid  the  eiecrations  of  a  vast  con* 
course  of  people. 

His  body  was  afterwards  hnngia 
chains. 

It  was  supposed  that  this  obdu- 
rate sinner,  in  his  dying  nuNnents, 
would,  by  his  insinuation  to  Innis, 
have  traduced  the  good  fame  of  the 
ladies  whose  house  he  had  brokeo 
open  and  robbed.  Had  this  been 
known  through  the  crowd,  It  waa 
supposed  they  would  have  torn  him 
to  pieces. 

He  had  an  associate  or  morCi 
evident  from  their  footsteps,  and 
we  regret  not  being  able  to  find  that 
his  accomplices  were  ever  appre* 
bended. 


WILLIAM  CORBETT, 

UECUTgD  rOk  TUB  MUADBE  OP  MB.  AMD  MES.  KNIOBT. 


This  man  of  blood  was  bom  at 
Portsmouth,  in  New  Hamphire, 
North  America,  and  bred  a  ship* 
wriight  His  mother  dying  when 
he  was  y^ry  young,  he  ran  away 
to  CoDoectlcnti  in  New  Eoglandi 


where  he  entered  on  board  a  sloop, 
and  made  two  or  three  Toyages) 
but,  not  living  so  well  as  he  ei* 
pected  on  board  the  ship,  hede* 
lert^  ;  and  when  be  came  to  Boe* 
ton  he  coBlraoted  himself  with  a 


344       KNAPP  k  BALDWIN*!  NGWGATE  CALENDAR. 


gcndcBian  who  dealt  in  lumber, 
which  he  ttnt  in  Ycssels  to  the 
West  Indies;  and  Corbett  made 
seYcral  voyages  in  his  semce,  but 
was  so  addicted  to  drinking  and 
theft,  that  he  rcccifed  frequent 
correction  for  those  Yices. 

At  length  he  sailed  to  Newfound- 
land  with  one  Captain  Warton, 
and,  as  he  was  a  good  ship-car- 
pentcr,  might  have  been  happy  in 
his  situation  ;  but  his  irregularities 
obliged  the  captain  to  dismiss  him  ; 
on  which  he  procured  employment 
in  repairing  fishing.boats,  and  other 
craft;  but,  spending  his  earnings 
In  great  citravagancc,  he  involfed 
himself  in  debt,  which  obliged  him 
to  embark  on  board  a  ship  for  Bar- 
badocs,  to  aToid  a  prison. 

After  this  ho  sailed  to  several 
parts  of  North  America,  and  at 
length  settled  at  Halifax,  in  Nova 
Scotia.  At  length  he  sailed  to 
England,  and  associated  with  the 
worst  of  company  in  Wapping  and 
Rotherhithe,  which  tended  still  far. 
tbcr  to  debauch  a  mind  already 
much  deprarcd. 

A  few  weeks  before  Curbctt 
committed  the  crime  for  which  he 
suffered  he  took  lodgings  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Knight,  a  publican, 
at  Rotherhithe;  nor  had  he  been 
Jong  in  the  family,  which  consisted 
only  of  the  man,  his  wife,  and  the 
maid-scrvant,  before  he  resolved  on 
the  murder  of  them  all;  but  the 
maid-servant  escaped  his  fury. 


At  the  Sarrey  asiiics  in  1764 
William  CorbetC  was  indicted  for 
the  murder  of  Henrj  Knight,  and 
Ann,  bi»  wife,  by  catting  their 
throats;  and  was  again  indicted, 
on  the  coroner*!  inquest,  for  the 
said  murder ;  and  a  third  time,  for 
robbing  the  house.  He  was  fovnd 
guilty  on  his  own  confession,  and  a 
variety  of  collateral  evidence. 

After  haring  committed  tiic  mut* 
der,  he  rifled  the  hons^  of  money, 
and  even  put  on  some  of  Mr. 
Knight's  linen  and  other  clothes. 
He  then  went  to  Billingsgate^  where 
he  was  apprehended. 

After  conviction  he  acknow- 
lodged  that  he  endeaTored  to  set 
Are  to  Mr.  Knight*s  house. 

On  the  day  of  execution,  April 
the  4th,  1764,  he  was  conveyed 
to  Kennington  Common,  where  be 
again  acknowledged  his  guilt,  and, 
having  spent  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  in  devotion,  underwent  the 
sentence  of  the  law,  and  was  hung 
in  chains  on  the  road  between  Ro- 
therhithe and  Dcptford. 

At  York,  on  the  10th  of  August, 
1764,  Abraham  Clayton  wat  exe- 
cuted, and  his  body  anatomized, 
for  the  murder  of  his  wife.  This 
unfortunate  malefactor  had  sup- 
ported a  good  character ;  but  bis 
wife  being  of  a  jealous  temper,  one 
day,  with  bitter  words,  charging 
and  upbraiding  him  with  keeping 
company  with  other  women,  ha  in- 
stantly strangled  her. 


THOMAS  USHER, 

EXECUTED  FOR  UOBBEBT. 


This  treacherous  thief  was  clerk 
to  the  owner  of  the  Bristol  waggon. 
A  captain  of  a  ship  having  deli. 
rered  to  him,  and  entered  on  his 
books,  a  parcel  to  be  forwarded 
to  I^ndon,  containing  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  pounds,  the 
unworthy   servant  determined  on 


appropriating  it  to  his  own  uie. 
Refore  he  set  off,  willing  to  plun- 
der to  the  utmost,  he  took  two 
hundred  pounds  belonging  to  HrJ 
William  James,  his  master,  and 
eren  robbed  his  fcllow-scTTants  of 
their  watches. 
Upon  the  diKovcry  of  the 
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ftad  robbery,  Mr.  James  pursoed 
him  to  London,  where  he  had  rea- 
son to  suppose  the  thief  would 
fake  refuge.  He  traced  him  to  the 
Oxford  Arms,  in  Oxford  Road,  to 
which  he  camo  in  a  post-chaisu  and 
four,  but  he  soon  after  set  off  in  a 
hackoej-coach.  Mr.  James  now 
despaired  of  tracing  him  any  far- 
tber;  but,  being  persuaded  to  lay 
the  case  before  Sir  John  Fielding, 
the  myrmidons  of  that  active  ma- 
gistrate soon  found  the  coachman 
who  had  taken  up  Usher  and  his 
booty.  It  appeared  that  he  had 
paid  an  extra  fare  to  be  drifen  by 
the  Islington  road  to  the  Black 
BbU|  at  Whitochapel,  with  a  riew 
to  erade  parsait.  From  thence  he 
was  followed  to  Sabridgeworth, 
in  Hertfordshire,  and  there  appre- 
hended. Most  of  the  money  lodged 
by  the  Bristol  captain,  which  was 
in  Portugal  gold,  wits  found  upon 
him. 

A  letter  was  aho  discoTcred,  di- 
rected (o  his  wife,  appointing  her 
to  meet  him  at  an  inn  on  Epping 
Forest,  and  to  inrite  her  brother 


and  sister  to  come  along  wUh  her, 
having  joyful  news  to  tell  them ; 
no  less,  continued  the  letter,  than  a 
thousand  pounds  gained  in  the  lot- 
tery,  and  which  he  had  about  him. 

The  wife  was,  however,  deprtved 
of  the  pleasure  of  the  journey,  by 
the  officers  apprehending  her,  on 
whom  they  found  above  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  one  of  the  watches 
stolen  by  her  husband,  which  left 
little  doubt  of  her  having  been  privy 
to  the  robbery. 

Usher  was  brought  back  to  Bris. 
tol,  and  indicted  for  the  offence  at 
the  next  Court.  Upon  the  trial, 
the  circumstances  already  related 
being  proved,  and  the  evidence  of 
his  master  full  and  positive,  he  was 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  for 
death. 

During  his  execution,  which 
took  place  at  Bristol,  May  the  4th, 
1764,  while  the  attention  of  the 
populace  was  wholly  employed 
upon  the  malefactor,  a  single  high- 
wayman,  well  mounted,  committed 
a  robbery,  in  the  sight  of  thou« 
sands,  and,  for  a  time,  escaped! 


JOHN  WESKET  AND  JOHN  COOPER ; 

THE  POHMEn  nXECUTBD  FOIl  ROBBBBT,   TUE   LATTER  THANSPORTED   FOR 

RECEIVING  TUB  STOLEN  PllOPEaTY. 


John  Wesket  had  been  many 
years  a  gentleman's  servant,  and 
had  pilfered  from  several  of  his 
employers.  In  company  with  one 
Bradley"^  he  robbed  the  house  of  a 
gentleman  in  Hatton  Garden,  with 
whom  the  latter  lived,  and  also 
robbed  the  chambers  of  Mr.  Mon- 
tague, a  Master  in  Chancery. 

Wesket  was  engaged  as  a  porter 
to  Lord  Harrington,  in  the  year 
1763  ;  bat  continued  hts  acquaint. 
•nee  with  Bradley ;  and  was  like. 
wise  intimate  with  Cooper,  who 
kept  a  chandler's  shop  in  Little 
Turnstile,  at  whose  house  Bradley 
lodged ;  and  both  these  men  visited 
Wesket  at  his  new  place. 


Wesket,  having  formed  a  plan 
for  robbing  his  noble  master,  im^ 
parted  his  design  to  the  other  two; 
He  and  Bradley  agreed  to  comrtiit 
the  robbery  on  the  following  Sa- 
turday.night,  when  Jjord  and  Lady 
Harrington  were  to  go  to  the 
Opera,  which  would  give  Wesket 
an  opportunity  of  concealing  his 
accomplice  in  the  house. 

Wesket  secreted  Bradley  in  his 
chamber,  and  told  him  to  remain 
there  till  about  midnight,  when  he 
would  come  to  him. 

Lord  Harrington  and  his  lady. 

came  from  the  Opera  about  twelve 

^  at  night;  and  in  less  than  two  hours 

afterwards,  when  all   the  family 
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were  quiet,  Wetket  went  to  hii 
accomplice,  and  took  hioi  inio  the 
kitcbea,  where  an  impres»ion  from 
Bradley*!  dirty  shoes  wu  nude  on 
the  dretier ;  and  they  then  made  a 
similar  impretiion  in  the  area,  first 
IcaTing  the  kitchen  window  open, 
ai  an  Intimation  that  the  robber 
bad  gone  off  that  way. 

They  now  went  Into  the  study, 
where  they  lighted  a  candle;  and 
Wesket  haTing  forced  open  the 
bureau  by  means  of  a  gimlet  and 
a  chisel,  they  took  out  notes, 
jewels,  and  money,  to  the  amount 
of  two  thousand  pounds,  all  which 
Wesket  eousigned  to  Bradley's 
care,  bidding  him  carry  the  booty 
to  Cooper;  and  then  let  him  out 
at  the  street  door,  and  went  to  bed. 

When  £x>rd  Harrington  went 
into  his  study  he  discovered  the 
depredation  that  had  been  made  on 
bis  property  ;  whereupon  a  strict 
search  was  made  through  the  house, 
to  find  which  way  the  thief  had 
escaped  :  and  now  it  was  that  the 
impression  of  Bradley*8  shoes  was 
noticed  on  the  dresser  and  in  the 
area ;  but,  as  it  was  obserred  that 
no  footsteps  appeared  except  in  the 
kitchen  and  area,  it  was  presumed 
that  some  person  within  the  house 
bad  committed  the  robbery. 

The  chisel,  gimlet,  and  tinder- 
box,  were  found  by  the  steward, 
who  Interrogated  Wesket  respect- 
ing the  robbery ;  and  some  suspi« 
cion  arising, that  he  had  a  concern  in 
it,  L4>rd  Harrington  sent  for  a  ma- 
gistrate, who  questioned  all  the 
serTants  in  the  strictest  manner ; 
and  Wesket,  in  whose  pocket  ten 
guineas  were  fonnd,  was  turned 
away,  on  the  presumption  of  his 
guilt,  at  nothing  arose  that  could 
justify  the  magUtrate  in  commit- 
ting  him  to  prison. 

He  was  no  sooner  dismissed  than 
he  went  into  one  of  the  boxes  at 
CoTent  Garden  Theatre,  when 
Bradley,  happening    to    see  him 


from  fhe  gallery,  waited  for  bim  at 
the  playhouse  door,  after  the  vn. 
terlainmcnt  was  oTcr.  Woket 
having  informed  his  companion  of 
what  had  passed  since  the  rob. 
bery,  Bradley  told  him  what  booty 
had  been  obtained,  and  deal  red  hin 
to  come  to  Coopcr*a  and  inspect  it» 
They  accordingly  met  on  the  foU 
lowing  day  ;  when  Bradley,  repre- 
ienting  the  danger  of  trying  to  pat 
off  the  notes  in  London,  proposed 
to  attempt  doing  it  at  Chester  fair. 

This  being  agreed  to,  Bradley 
went  to  the  fair,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  quantity  of  linen,  for 
which  he  paid  the  notes  to  the  Irish 
dealers,  and  reoelTcd  the  balance 
in  ca«h. 

The  Earl  of  Harrington  baring 
kept  the  number  of  one  of  the 
notes  of  which  he  had  been  robbed, 
it  was  carried  to  the  Bank,  where 
the  payment  of  it  was  stopped; 
and  it  was  traced  through  the  hands 
of  many  persons  to  those  of  Mr. 
Smith,  a  L4ferpool  merchant,  who 
aid  she  took  it  of  Mr.  Breath,  a 
linen  factor,  at  Newry,  In  Ireland. 

Mr.  Breath  being  written  to,  his 
answer  was  that  he  received  it  of  a 
person  at  Chester  fair,  who  said 
his  name  was  Walker,  and  was 
dressed  like  a  gentleman,  but  had 
nothing  in  his  behaviour  that  conld 
warrant  his  assuming  that  title. 

On  this  Lord  Harrington's 
steward  went  to  endeavour  to  learn 
where  the  supposed  Walker  had 
lodged  during  the  fair,  which  he 
fonnd  to  have  been  at  the  house  of 
a  shoemaker  named  Rippingtoo. 
He  learned  farther  that  Walker  had 
set  out  for  London  in  a  post-chaise, 
and,  on  his  ajrival  in  the  metropo- 
lis, had  wfltten  a  letter,  desiring 
that  a  pocket-book^  which  he  had 
left  behind  him,  might  be  sent  to 
the  St.  Clement's  Coffee-house,  in 
the  Strand. 

The  steward,  having  received  this 
letter,  brought  it  to  London,  and 
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delifcred  it  to  Sir  Jolin  FMdinfCy 
wlien  it  was  discofered  to  be  Bnid« 
ley's  writing.  The  active  magis. 
trale  caused  se? eral  persons  to  at« 
tend  at  tlio  coffee-house;  but  no 
discovery  arose  from  this  diligence. 

Bradley's  f)crson  was  iin  mediately 
described  in  hancKbilUf  which  were 
circulated  through  the  kingdom, 
and  a  reward  offered  for  Caking  him. 

At  this  juncture  a  hackney, 
coachman  declared,  in  a  public 
house,  thai  in  Vn  hay-loft  was  a 
large  chest  belonging  to  one  Ikad. 
ley  ;  and  that  Cooper  had  delivered 
the  chest  to  his  care,  bqt  he  knew 
not  its  contents.  On  this  Cooper 
was  sent  for  to  Sir  John  Ficldiag*i ; 
and,  strong  suspicions  of  tho  guilt 
both  of  him  and  Weiket  ariiing, 


they  were  oomnKtad  to  Newgata 
for  trial. 

In  a  few  days  Bradley  was  found, 
dressed  in  sea«an*t  apparel,  at  a 
public  house  in  Wapping;  and, 
lieing  conducted  to  Bow  Street,  ho 
made  such  a  declaration  respecting 
the  robbery,  that  Sir  John  Fielding 
thought  proper  to  admit  him  an 
evidence  against  the  oii^r  parties. 

At  the  neat  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  Wesket  ;and  Cooper  were 
brought  to  trial ;  when  the  former 
was  capitally  convicted  for  tho  bur. 
glary,  and  sentenced  to  die  ;  and 
Cooper  was  sentenced  to  be  trans- 
ported for  fourteen  years,  as  the 
receiver  of  the  stolen  effecti* 

Woiket  suffered  at  Tybnrn,  Jai 
nuary  the  9lh,  1765. 


BARNEY  CARROL  AND  WILLIAM  KING, 

EZECVTCJO  FOa  CUTTING  ANn  MAIMING. 


Caraol  and  Kino  had  both 
been  soldiers,  and,  as  such,  l>e« 
haved  nneiceptionably,  particolariy 
at  the  siege  of  the  Havannah,  whero 
Carrol  was  distinguished  by  his 
bravery;  but  on  their  return  to 
England  they  determined  to*  com. 
mence  robbers,  and  this  on  a  plan 
attended  with  the  most  infernal 
cruelty. 

They  procured  two  boys,  named 
By  field  and  Matthews,  who  were 
to  pick  pockets,  and,  in  case  they 
were  seiied,  the  men  were  to  pro* 
cure  their  release  by  cutting  the 
parties  who  held  them  across  their 
faces  with  a  knife. 

Carrol  having  sharpened  hit 
weapon  of  destruction,  they  all 
went  oat  togetlier  on  the  night  of 
the  17th  of  Jane,  IIU^  and,  con« 
tinning  their  ronte  from  Covent 
Gartlcn  to  the  Strand,  saw  a  gen- 
tleman named  Rirby,  near  Somer- 
set Hoose,  who  was  walking  very 
slowly,  on  account  of  the  heat  of  the 
meatber,  which  made  them  think 
hiii  a  proper  object  of  attack. 


On  this  Carrol  directed  Byfield 
to  pick  the  gentleman's  pocket, 
Byfield  had  got  his  hand  in  tho 
pocket,  when  Mr*  Kir  by  seized 
him,  and  threatened  to  carry  him 
before  a  magistrate,  bat  only  to 
terrify  him  from  such  practices  foi 
the  future. 

On  this  the  other  thvco  villains 
followed  Mr.  Rirby  so  closely  thai 
he  suspected  their  connexion  ;  but 
be  still  held  the  boy,  to  frighten 
him  the  more,  though  Im  observed 
Carrol  sometimes  before  and  some^ 
times  behind  him.  At  length  the 
villain  came  so  near,  that  the  boy 
cried  oot  ^  Keep  off,  the  gentleman 
will  let  me  gol'  when  Carrol  re* 
plied  *  Damn  him,  but  I  will  cut 
him!' 

A  gentleman  named  Carr  coming 
np  at  thb  juncture,  and  observing 
what  was  going  forward,  desired 
Mr.  Kirby  to  consult  his  safety, 
for  that  a  gang  of  villains  sar« 
rounded  him.  Mr.  Kirby  now  re* 
quested  Bl^r.  Carr  to  walk  after  him, 
to  prevent  an  a^sanlt;  with  whicK 
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he  conplied ;  twt  still  Ike  rasads 
did  not  qait  their  iaiqaitou  deugn. 

Carrol,  raaning  past  Mr.  Carr, 
at  the  end  of  Araaidel  Street,  cat 
Mr.  Rirby  acrotf  the  note  and 
ejcs  in  the  most  severe  manner, 
calling  oat,  ^  Damn  yon !  let  the 
bojr  go.' 

This  assanit  being  observed  bj 
Mr.  Carr,  he  scoed  Carrol's  arm, 
and  at  this  instant  Kirby,  letting 
go  the  boy,  struck  at  Carrol ;  bnt 
the  blow  happening  to  fall  on  Mr. 
Carr's  hand,  the  viUain  made  his 


The  rogaes  then  ran  off  towards 
St.  Clvment's  dinrch,  and  CKsped 
through  an  alley  into  Wych  Street, 
Chough  closely  parsued  by  the  gen. 
tleman. 

Mr.  Rirby  now  felt  great  pain, 
but  had  no  idea  that  he  had  been 
wounded  by  any  sharp  instrument, 
appri'boodiog  that  his  pain  pro* 
eeeded  only  from  a  common  blow. 
At  length  he  found  a  defect  in  his 
sight,  and  presumed  that  dust  had 


been  thrown  in  his  eyes  ;  but,  put. 
ting  hb  hand  to  hu  face,  he  fuund 
that  it  streamed  with  blood. 

Going  to  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
Tavern,  in  the  Strand,  Mr.  Ingram, 
a  surgeon  of  eminence,  almost  im. 
mediately  attended  him ;  bat,  al. 
thongh  the  utmost  ezpodition  wu 
Bscd  in  calling  in  the  assistance  of 
that  gentleman,  Mr.  Kirby  had 
lost  near  two  quarts  of  blood  in  the 
short  interval. 

On  enmiaalion  it  appeared  that 
the  wound  was  given  in  a  transverse 
direction,  from  tlM  right  eye  to  the 
left  temple ;  that  two  large  vesseb 
were  dii ided  by  it ;  that  there  was 
a  cat  acrom  the  nose,  whkk  left  the 
bone  visible ;  and  tliattim  eye.balU 
mast  have  been  divided  by  tlie 
slightest  deviation  from  the  stroke. 

The  abominable  assassins  were 
very  soon  apprehended,  and  found 
guilty  under  the  Coventry  Act*, 
and  hanged  at  Tyburn,  July  Slst, 
1765,  amid  the  eiecrations  of  an 
offended  multitude. 


*  By  an  act  of  parlianeot  passed  io  the  tfd  miid  f  ^  of  King  Charlei  11.  it  b  rnattrd 
that. '  If  an  J  penon,  oo  porpoae,  and  bj  malice  aforechoaght,  and  by  lajing  in  wait,  shall 
unlawfolly  cot  or  disable  ihe  tongue,  pot  out  an  eye.  slit  the  nose,  cut  offo  nose  or  lip, 
or  cut  uff  or  disable  anj  lioib  or  member  of  any  subject,  with  intention,  in  so  doinf ,  to 
maim  or  di«6gare  him,  the  person  so  oifendiog,  his  connsellors,  aiders,  abettors  (know- 
ing of,  and  privy  to,  the  offence),  shall  be  goilty  of  felonyt  without  benefit  of  clergy.' 

This  act  n  called  the  'Coventry  Act/  becanae  it  was  OMde  oo  Sir  John  Coventry's 
being  a^sanlted  in  the  street,  and  having  bis  nose  slit,  on  Ihe  following  occasion  :^ 

In  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  the  House  nf  Commons,  it  had  been  reiolved 
that,  towards  the  supply,  every  one  that  resorts  to  any  of  Ihe  plav-honses,  who  sib  ia 
the  boxes,  shall  pay  one  shilling  ;  every  one  who  sits  in  Ihe  pit  shall  pof  sixpence ;  and 
every  other  person  threepence.  This  resolntioo  (lo  which  the  House  disagreed  opim 
the  report)  was  opposed  in  the  committee  by  the  courtiers,  who  gave  for  a  reason, '  That 
the  players  were  the  king's  servants,  and  a  part  of  his  pleasure.* 

To  this  Sir  John  Coventry,  one  of  the  members,  by  way  of  reply,  asked  '  Whether  the 
king's  pleasure  la^  among  the  men  or  among  the  women 'players  r'  This  being  reported 
at  court,  it  was  highly  resented ;  and  a  resolution  was  privately  taken  lo  set  a  mark  an 
Sir  John,  to  prevent  others  from  taking  Ihe  like  liberties.  '  * 

I>ecember  the  SOth  was  the  night  that  the  House  of  Commons  adjourned .  for  Ihe 
Christmas  holidays.  On  the45th,  one  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  troop  of  life-guards 
and  some  few  foot,  lay  in  wait  from  ten  at  night  till  two  in  the  morning,  by  Suffolk ' 
Street ;  and  as  Sir  John  returned  from  the  tavern,  where  he  supped,  to  his  own  boasc, 
they  threw  him  down,  and,  with  a  knife,  cut  the  end  of  his  nose  almost  off;  but  company 
coming  made  them  fearful  to  finsh  it. 

llie  debates  which  this  affair  occasioned  in  tlie  Hon»e  of  Commons  ran  veiT  high. 
One  of  the  members  emphatically  calle<i  the  attack  on  Coventry  '  A  horrid  ttn-JEagiish 
act.'  Duiing  the  debate  Dr.  Arras  made  an  extraordinary  motion  for  a  bill  lo  panifth 
any  man  that  should  speak  refiective  on  the  king.  By  some  he  was  called  to  order,  bat 
his  explanation  and  excuse  were  admitted  of. 

He  said  he  was  the  only  physician  of  the  House,  and,  ftttOMeirm  etf  errmre^  he  hope  J 
he  should  be  pardoned. 
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Mn.  GIsH  and  Iter  DoHghUr  tmpbrimf  (It*  Ptrattt  to  tnt  thar  Ltaa 


PETER  M'KINLIE,   GEORGE 
MAN,  AND  RICIIA! 

ETECUTBD  r 

Beroxtweenterupon  (hoblood; 
deedi  or  the«e  inhnman  monitrrs,  we 
•ball  preaent  oar  readers  with  an 
ftCGOunt  of  the  cruel  fortune  of  Cap. 
taia  John  Glau,  who  had  fuught 
againtt  the  enemiei  of  hii  countrj' ; 
and,  after  undergoing  from  them  a 
long  aeries  of  cruel  treatment,  at 
length  fell  a  lictim  to  the  abomu 
liable  craelty  of  ihc  pirates  above 
naoied. 

This  aDfortunatc  man  wat  the  ion 
of  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Glass,  a 
miniitcr  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
who  in  seTer;il  publications  zcatousa 
ly  opposed  the  practice  of  rcligioa 
according  to  particular  forms.  The 
adherenb  to  his  religious  opinions 
obtained  (he  appellatioti  of  Glass- 
itei;  and  his  doctrines  being  first 
propagated    in    England    by    Mr. 


GIDLEY,  ANDREW  ZEKER. 
RD  ST.  QUINTI.N, 

in  MUBDBK. 

Sandcman,   his    soD-in-lnw,    (hose 
who    adopted    Ihcm    were    called 

At  a  very  early  period  young 
Mr.  Glass  aflbrded  strong  proof  of 
an  acute  and  penetrating  under, 
standing, greatly  beyond  what  covld 
be  reasonably  cipected  at  his  tender 
years. 

After  the  line  genius  of  this  pro. 
mising  youth  had  received  some 
cultivation  at  a  respectable  gram, 
mar-ichoot,  he  was  removed  to  the 
University,  where  he  attained  to  a 
great  proficiency  iit  the  sciences. 

Haviog  luken  up  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Artt,  he  applied  himself 
to  the  study  of  |)hyiic  and  surgery, 
in  which  he  made  a  rapid  progress. 
He  afterwards  cng^igedas  a  surgeon 
on  board  a  trading  vessel  bound  to 
5S     ' 
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tbe  coast  of  Ouincft ;  and  Id  that 
capacity  made  setcral  royages  to 

America. 

His  iupcrior  qualifications  gained 
htm  a  distinguished  place  in  the 
esteem  of  set eral  capital  merchants, 
who  intrusted  to  him  the  command 
of  a  Tesscl  in  the  Guinea  trade ; 
and  his  conduct  proved  highly  to 
the  advantage  of  his  owners,  and 
equally  honorable  to  himself. 

Whea  the  war  against  France 
was  declared,  Captain  Glass,  upon 
the  minute  review  of  his  affairs, 
found  himself  in  possession  of  a 
Tery  considerable  sum ;  a  great  part 
of  which  he  determined  to  venture 
on  board  a  privateer. 

He  caused  a  vessel  to  be  fitted 
oat  with  all.  possible  expedition, 
and  todk  the  command  on  himself. 
A  mutiny  happened  among  the 
sulors  when  they  had  been  on 
board  about  three  days;  and  news 
of  this  disagreeable  circumstance 
being  communicated  to  the  captain, 
he  hastened  to  the  vessel,  and, 
going  upon  deck,  dared  to  single 
combat  any  man  who  should  pre- 
sume to  dispute  his  authority  ;  but 
his  challenge  was  declined  ;  and, 
by  coolly  representing  the  danger- 
ous consequences  that  might  result 
from  such  unjustifiable  proceedings, 
exhorting  them  to  an  exact  observ. 
ance  of  necessary  discipline,  and 
assuring  them  that  his  utmost  en- 
deavours should  be  exerted  to  pro- 
cure them  satisfaction  in  every  par- 
ticular, the  harmony  and  good  un- 
derstanding  of  his  crew  were  re- 
stored ;  and  in  a  short  time  after  the 
Tessel  proceeded  on  her  voyage. 

In  about  ten  days  they  made  a 
prize  of  a  ship,  richly  laden,  be- 
longing to  France,  which  they  car- 
ried into  a  pof t  in  the  West  Indies. 

They  soon  after  engaged  two 
ships  of  war,  but,  afler  an  obstinate 
content,  were  compelled  to  submit 
to  tbe  superior  power  of  the  ene- 


my. The  captain,  however,  did  not 
strike  his  flag  till  he  had  received  a 
dangerous  wound  on  the  shonlder, 
and  the  greatest  part  of  bis  men 
were  slain.  He  was  pat  Into  one 
of  the  French  prisona,  where  he 
experienced  very  severe  treatment. 

An  exAaqge  of  prisonen  taking 
place,  Captain  Glass  waa  no  sooner 
restored  to  freedom  than  be  re- 
solved to  make  a  teaerve  of  two 
thousand  ponnds,  anji  to  ventnre 
the  remainder  of  his  fortune  on 
board  a  privateer. 

He  had  sailed  in  hia  second  remtA 
bat  n  short  time  when  he  was  again 
conquered  br  the  enemy,  and  oon- 
Tcjcd  to  a  French  prison. 

Captain  Glass,  on  liis  return  to 
England,  was  esteemed  one  of  the 
most  expert,  judicious,  and  in- 
trepid seamen  in  the  Brituh  naTy. 

The  war  lieing  concluded,  he 
conceived  a  design  of  sailing  in 
search  of  discoveries ;  and,  in  pur« 
suance  of  this  plan,  he  purchased  a 
vessel  adapted  to  bis  purpose ;  and, 
having  carefully  made  every  neces. 
sary  preparation  for  the  prosecn- 
tion  of  his  design,  directed  hb 
course  towards  the  coast  of  Africa. 

iktweeo  the  river  Senegal  and 
Cape  de  Verd  he  discovered  a  com* 
modious  harbour,  from  which  cir- 
cumstance he  entertained  the  rea- 
sonable expectation  that  very  great 
commercial  advantages  would  be 
derived. 

The  captain  now  returned  to 
England,  and  communicated  ids 
discovery  to  government,  who 
granted  him  an  exclusive  trade  to 
the  harbour  for  the  space  of  twenty 
years. 

That  he  might  be  enabled  to  pur- 
sue his  project  with  the  greater  ad- 
vantage, he  engaged  in  partnenhip 
with  two  or  three  gentlemen  of  for- 
t4inc  ;  and  a  vessel,  furnished  with 
all  necessary  articles,  being  pre* 
pared,  he  sailed  for  the  harbour, 
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vhere  he  arriTed  withoot  nuMtiog 
with  any  occurreoces  wortby  of 
cecording. 

He  seot  one  of  his  men  on  shore, 
with  orden  for  offering  proposals 
for  a  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  natif  es ;  but  the  messenger  had 
no  sooner  landed  than  he  was 
cruelly  murdered  by  the  barbarians. 

The  captain  now  suggested  a  plan 
for  informing  the  king  of  the  coun- 
try  that,  by  opening  a  trade,  his  sub- 
jects would  derire  great  adf  antages* 

The  king  affected  the  utmost 
willingness  to  comply  with  bis  pro« 
posals ;  but,  under  the  appearance 
of  friendship,  endeavored  to  effeal 
his  destruction.  Having  failed  in 
other  treacherous  schemes,  he  sent 
poisoned  provisions  to  Captain 
Giasa,  who  prudently  made  expe. 
riments  upon  them,  and  by  that 
means  preserved  his  life. 

Being  in  great  distress  for  the 
necessaries  of  life,  Captain  Glass 
and  three  of  his  men  ventured  to 
■ea  in  an  open  boat,  intending  to 
direct  their  course  towards  the  Ca- 
naries, for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing provisions. 

The  natives,  being  apprised  of 
Aclr  departure,  attempted  to  plun- 
der the  ship  ;  but  they  were  effec- 
tnally  repulsed  by  the  remaining 
fmii  of  the  crew. 

The  men  who  continued  in  the 
vend  being  eitremely  distressed, 
j«d^g  that  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  remain  longer  in  the  harbour, 
and  despairing  of  their  eaptain^s  x^ 
tarn  so  early  as  was  expected,  they 
niled  for  England,  wiicre  they  ar. 
vked,  after  cncoontering  a  variety 
of  dangers,  diflBonldet,    and    dis- 


Captain  Glass  arrived  at  one  of 
tke  Canary  Islands,  and  presented 
a  petition  to  the  governor^  soppli. 
eating  permission  to-  purchase  pro- 
vbions ;  but  the  inhuman  Spaniard 
canted  hitn  to  be  apprehended  as  a 


spy,  and  ordered  him  lb  be  confined 
in  a  noisome  dungeon,  where  he 
was  allowed  no  other  sustenance 
than  bread  and  water ;  and,  to  ag- 
gravate his  distress,  the  barbarous 
tyrant  denied  him  the  use  of  pen, 
ink,  and  paper. 

In  this  unhappy  situation  the 
caption  remained  upwards  of  sir 
mondis.  At  length  he  climbed  op 
to  the  iron  bars  that  were  across 
the  space  for  admitting  light  to  the 
dungeon,  and  perceiv^  an  English 
vessel  in  the  harbour.  The  sight 
of  a  vessel  belonging  to  hb  native 
country  inspired  himi  with  hopes  of 
regaining  his  liberty ;  but  hb  de- 
spair was  renewed  upon  considering 
the  apparent  impossibility  of  mak* 
ing  his  miserable  fate  known  to 
those  who  would  be  inclined  to 
afford  him  relief. 

At  length  he  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing* expedient  :-*by  means  of^a 
piece  of  charcoal  he  wrote  his  name, 
and  some  words  intimating  hb  dis. 
tress,  upon  a  bbcuit,  which  he  for- 
tunately dropped  from^tbe  grate  of 
the  dungeon  at  the  moment  when 
an  English  sailor  was  passing  be* 
neath.  The  man,  observing  the 
captain's  name  upon  the  biscuit, 
carried  it  to  his  commander,  wbe 
immediately  made  appUcatioa  to 
the  governor  for  the  relief  of  his 
countryman.  In  consequence  Md 
thb  humaae  intercession,  the  emel 
and  tyrannical  Spaniard  subjected 
the  petitioner  to  severity  of  treat, 
ment  equal  to  that  sustained  by 
Captain  Glass. 

A  ship  that  soon  4ifiterwards  sailed 
for  England  conveyed  news  to  our 
ministry  of  the  arbitrary  And  bar- 
barous conduct  of  the  governor; 
and,  speedy  application  being  made 
to  the  King  of  Spain,  he  bsued  an 
order  for  the  release  of  the  two 
captains. 

About  the  time  that  Captain 
Glass  reooverfMl  hb  freedom,  hb 
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wiCt  wmi  iii«g>lrr,  »  J«nf  W J 
atowt  ftwcif e  jcim  oU,  mnrkabls 
Ibt  her  beast  j  amd  ioe  aceospliik. 
salts,  arrir^  mt  tibc  Caaarie»,  oa 
bottd  a  skip  fros  Londoa ;  sad 
tlicir  irst  iatefikw  «kk  kim  af. 
Ibffdcd  a  seeae  tral  jt  aiiectinf  • 

CaplaiB  Glais  aow  embarked, 
witk  htt  wife  aad  daagliter^    oa 
baahi  a  ibip  bo— d  to  Loados,     bit  accaspficcs    la 
aader  Hkt    rnawinit  of   CaptaiB    CaptaiaGiHa, 
Codicna.  fal 

While  the  fbip  ky  at  the  Ca.    self  fraa  the 
■ariei,  a  plot  was  coooertcd  be.    ana  nmt  ap,  whoa  tha 
tveea  Peter  M^KiaTie,  the  boat,    woaadcd  ■  the  ani;  hat  befim 


swaia,  a  aatire  of  Irelaad ;  George    he  codU  iccorer  hit  sword  ha  was 
Gfdl^,  the  cook^  bora  ia  the  weit    oi ei  powetedy  the  other  rillsiat  i 


of  Torkshire ;  Richard  St.  Qaiatia,  joiaiag  their 

a  aatire  of  the  saaM  coantrj ;  aad  happy 

Aadiew  Zekenaaa,  a  DatchaMo —  araied  thaa    he  was  mmmj 

for  nttfdering  all  the  other  per-  raa  thro^h  the  body  ;  allerwhkh 

foas  OB  board,    and    tcinng  the  he  was  throwa  overboard. 

treatare,  which,    inclodiag    what  Mrs.  Giais  aad  her  daafhtcr  aow 

Captaia  Glau  had  shipped  in  be-  auae  on  deck^  aad,  falfiag  oa  their 


half  of  hisMclf  aad  hit  partaers,     kaees,  sappficatcd  lor  bmtcj  ;  bat 
aaManted  to  a  baodred  thoasand     thej  foaad  the  rillaias  atlerlj 


poandt  in  dollars.  titace  jof  the   tender    feelings   of 

The  villaiot  made  three  attempts    hamanitj ;   and  Zekernan  tdDiag 


on  different  nights  to  carry  their  them  to  prepare  for  death,  ttsj 
horrid  plan  into  execntion,  bat  embraced  each  other  in  a  mmt 
were  prerented  throogh.  the  cir-    affectionate  manner,  aad  were  then 


camspection  of  their  commander,  forced  from  each  other's 

«-The  conspirators  were  appointed  thrown  into  the  sea. 

to  the  nighUwatch  on  the  13th  of  Having  pat  all  the  crew  to  death, 

November,    when    the    ship    had  excepting  a  boy  who  had  attoadad 

reached  the  British  Channel ;  and.  Captain  Glsm,  and  another  boy 

aboat  midn^ht,  the  captain  going  who  was  an  apprentice  on  board 

apon  the  qnarteri^eck  to  see  that  the  ship,  the  murderers  steered  to- 


all  thinp  were  disposed  in  proper  wpirds  the  Irish  coast,  and  <ni  the 

order,  he,   npon  his  retom,    was  3d  of  December  foand  themseltas 

seised  by  the  boatswain,  who  held  within  ten  leagues  of  the  harboar 

him  while  Gidley  struck  him  with  of  Ross.     Tiwy  hoisted   ont  the 

an  iron  bar,  and  fractured  his  skull,  long-boat,  and  pat  into  it  dollars 

after  which  they  threw  him  into  the  ip  the  amount  of  two  tons ;  and, 

ses.    Two  of  the  seamen,  who  were  after  knocking  out  the  windows  of 

not  concerned  in  the  connpirscy,  the  ballsst  ports,   rowed  towards 

hearing  the  captain's  groans,  came  shore,  leaving  tho  two  boys  to  sink 

upon  deck,  and  were  immediately  with  the  vessel, 

murdered  and  thrown  overboard.  Captain  Glass's  boy  could  not 

Captain  Glass,   being  alarmed,  swim,  and  he  was  therefore  soon 

went  up  the  gaagway,  and^  jutlg.  drowned;  but  the  other  lad  swam 
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to  the  boat,  when  Zekerman  struck 
bim  a  violent  blow  on  the  breast, 
which  occasioned  him  immediately 
to  sink. 

Hafing  thus  massacred  t^ightinno. 
cent  persons,  the  villains  proceeded 
to  the  month  of  the  river  Koss ; 
but,  thinking  iC  would  be  dangerous 
to  go  up  the  river  with  so  much 
riches,  they  buried  two  hundred 
and  fifty  bags  of  dollars  in  the  sand, 
and  conveyed  as  much  treasure  sis 
they  could  possibly  bear  about  their 
persons  to  a  village  called  Fisher- 
town,  where  they  stopped  for  re« 
freshment ;  and,  during  their  re- 
gale,  an  Irishman  privately  robbed 
them  of  a  bag  containing  tweUe 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  following  day  they  went 
to  Ross,  and  there  sold  twelve  hun. 
dred  dollars.  Having  purchased 
each  a  pair  of  pbtols,  and  hired 
horses  for  themselves  and  two 
guides,  they  rode  to  Dublin,  and 
took  up  their  residence  at  the 
Slack  Bull,  in  Thomas  Street. 

The  wreck  of  the  ship  was  driven 
on  shore  on  the  day  of  their  leaving 
Ross;  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
villains  had  lived  at  Fishertown 
and  Ross,  their  general  behaviour, 
and  other  circumstances,  being  un- 
derstood as  grounds  for  suspicion 
of  thdr  being  pirates,  an  eipress 
wj^  dispatched  by  two  gentlemen 
to  the  lords  of  the  regency  at  Dub- 
lin,  exhibiting  the  several  causes  of 
•QSpicion,  and  giving  a  particular 
description  of  the  supposed  delin- 
^oents. 

On  board  the  wreck  was  found 
a  sampler  worked  by  Miss  Glass, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  a  part 
of  the  work  was  done  on  her  birth* 


day,  which  afterwards  proved  to 
be  the  day  preceding  that  on  which 
the  murders  were  perpetrated ;  and 
this  sampler  proved  a  principal 
means  of  leading  to  a  discovery 
of  the  guilt  of  these  abominable 
villains. 

The  gentlemen  who  were  com- 
missioned to  attend  the  lords  of  the 
regency  had  no  sooner  communi* 
cated  their  business  than  the  lord, 
mayor  and  sheriffs  were  sent  for ; 
and  proper  instructions  being  given 
them,  they  on  the  same  night  caused 
M'Kinlie  and  Zekerman  to  be  taken 
Into  custody. 

The  prisoners  were  separately 
examined,  and  they  both  confessed 
the  particulars  of  their  guilt,  and 
that  their  accomplices  had  that 
morning  hired  a  post.chaise  for 
Cork,  where  they  meant  to  em- 
bark  on  board  a  vessel  bound  for 
England. 

Gidley  and  St  Qnlntin  were  the 
next  day  taken  into  custody  at  an 
inn  on  the  road  to  Cork ;  and  they 
followed  the  example  of  their  ac- 
complices, in  acknowledging  them- 
selves guilty.  The  sheriff*  of  Ross 
took  possession  of  the  effects  found 
In  the  wreck,  and  the  begs  of  dol- 
lars that  the  villains  had  burled  in 
the  sand,  and  deposited  the  whole 
in  the  treasury  of  Dublin,  for  the 
l)enefit  of  the  proprietors. 

'The  prisoners  being  brought  to 
trial,  they  confessed  themselves 
guilty  of  the  charges  alleged  in  the 
Indictment'^  and  they  were  con- 
demned, and  suffered  death,  De- 
cember the  19th,  1765,  after  which 
their  bodies  were  hung  in  chains  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin. 


\  WILLIAM  JAQUES, 

EXECUTBD  FOK  TUB  MUBDBR  OF  A  BLACK  MAN. 

This  treacherous  murderer  was  generous  set  of  people.  He  l>c- 
ft  seaman  in  the  royal  navy,  and  longed  to  the  Stag  frigate, '  and  the 
ft    disgrace   to    that    brave    and    black  man  waa  also  one  of  the 
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€re«r.  Thej  had  kleljr  been  peM 
offf  and  eeoh  reed? ed  Iwcoty-eight 
pounds* 

Jaques  soon  squandered  away  hb 
•hare  in  dissipation  among  lewd 
women,  and  determined  to  replace 
it  by  .robbing  the  negro.  For  this 
purpose  he  decoyed  his  ricttm  Into 
a  wood)  and,  tahing  him  unawares, 
he  dashed  his  brains  out  with  a 
hedi^^talLe,  rifled  his  pockets,  and 
then  made  his  escape. 

In  a  few  days  the  corpse  was 
found;  and  suspicion  falling  on 
Jaques,  from  their  hating  been  seen 
In  company,  he  was  pursued  aod 


taken  in  a  pwblte  hMw. ttl  At  Dlii 
flief.  There  were  f own!  wp^pkiia 
sixteen  thirty •six-shUllBg  pseeas; 
and  about  hu  neck  waa  ths  hand^ 
kerdilef  of  the  deceaaed.  Bm  had 
with  him  the  bloody  alakoi  wHk 
which  he  committed  the  mMder^ 
and  immediately  confeased  tiiecrimeb 
and  signed  his  Confession. 

He  also  acknowledged  that  he 
had  mnrderod  three  more  men^  and 
had  robbed  a  gentleman  on  Ho«u 
•low  HeaA  of  ten  pounds.  He  waa 
a  wretch  who  drew  Kttle  pity  for 
his  fate,  and  was  eiecnted  at  Satis* 
bury,  in  August,  1764. 


RICHARD  SWIFT, 

TRANSPORTED  tO%  BUYIHO  •TOI.Wr  GOODS. 


Swirr  was  the  son  of  poor 
people  living  near  St  Luke^s 
Church,  Old  Street,  who  gare 
him  some  share  of  education,  and 
bound  him  apprentice  to  a  turner. 
During  the  term  of  his  servitude  he 
associated  with  a  number  of  aban« 
doned  people,  who  supported  them- 
selves by  thieving ;  and,  when  the 
period  specified  in  his  indenture 
was  expired,  he  wasted  the  greatest 
part  of  his  time  in  the.  company  of 
those  profligate  wretches  at  an  in- 
famous house  in  Golden  Lane. 

Swift  by  some  means  ingratiated 
himself  into  the  favour  of  a  brewer, 
and  had  the  address  to  interest  him 
so  warmly  in  his  behalf,  that  he 
put  him  into  a  public  house  in  Old 
Street,  which  was  known  by  the 
sign  of  the  Barley  Mow,  and  had 
been  long  a  receptacle  for  thieves 
of  every  denomination. 

When  Swift  commenced  land, 
lord  he  afibrdcd  all  possible  encou- 
ragement to  his  iniquitous  custom, 
crs,  who,  after  spending  the  day  at 
his  house  in  blasphemy,  drunken- 
ness, and  riot,  constantly  departed 
on  thie  approach  of  night,  in  order 
"HDmit   depredations    on    the 


The  permis  iDhabiting  thaocigh^ 
bourhoiod  where  SvriftUfedwefe^o 
disMtUfied  with  his  condnat,  and 
made  such  frequent  complaiol^  of 
the  irr^ularities  committed  by  his 
customers,  that  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  changing  his  plate  of 
abode;  and,  taking  an  alehouse 
near  ShorcditcR  Church,  he  per« 
sisted  in  his  usual  course  of  wick- 
edness, instructing  thieves  in  what 
msnner  to  obtain  booties,  fre- 
quently assisting  in  the  actual  com« 
mission  of  robberies,  and  con» 
stantly  receiving  the  goods  stoleo 
by  his  associates. 

It  is  supposed  that,  before  Swift' 
was  brought  to  justice,  upwards  of 
twenty  men  were  hanged,  and  a 
much  greater  number  transported, 
whom  he  had  instructed  and  en* 
couraged  in  the  various  arts  of 
thieving ;  and,  though  it  is  known 
that  he  was  many  times  committed 
to  Newgate,  and  the  New  Gaol, 
South  wark,  for  ofTences  of  various 
kinds,  ho  escaped  the  sentence  of 
the  law  till  he  was  upwards  of 
fifty  years  of  age. 

Swift  and  some  of  his  associates 
fallowed  a  waggon  one  evening 
from  Snow  Hill  to  the  Cock  Inn, 
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Aldengate  Street;  where  Swifl, 
being  koown  to  some  of  the  ostlers, 
left  his  accomplices  (Fossett,  and  a 
Jew  named  Solomons),  giTing  them 
directions  to  steal  as  many  goods 
from  the  waggon  as  they  should  be 
able,  and  bring  them  to  him. 

Fossct  and  Solomons  concealed 
themselves  in  the  yard  ;  and,  after 
waiting  some  time,  observed  the 
ostler  and  waggoner  go  into  the 
tap.room  together.  They  seized 
this  opportunity  of  robbing  the 
waggon,  whence  they  stole  a  box 
•containing  se?enty-two  pounds  of 
candles.  They  carried  the  box  to 
Bishopsgate  Street,  where  they 
opened  it,  but  were  greatly  disap. 
pointed  upon  finding  what  it  con* 
tained  ;  for  they  imagined  that  they 
Kad  acquired  a  Talnable  booty  of 
plate.  They  carried  the  candles  to 
Swift's  house;  and  he  gate  them 
«  small  sum  for  the  stolen  goods, 
ID  order  to  encourage  them  to  com- 
mit  robberies  of  more  consequence. 

Fosset  being  apprehended  on  sus- 
picion  of  the  above  robbery,  he  was 
examined  by  Sir  John  Fielding,  to 
whom  he  confessed  the  particulars 
of  the  fact ;  and  Swift  having  been 
long  known  as  a  daring  violator  of 
the  laws,  it  was  judged  expedient 
to  admit  Fosset  an  evidence  for  the 
crown. 

In  consequence  of  Fosset's  in. 
formation  Swift  was  apprehended, 
and  indicted  for  purchasing  goods 
knowing  them  to  be  stolen.  The 
cvidenee  against  him  being  indis- 
putable, he  was  conricted,  and  sen- 
tenced to  transportation  for  four- 
teen years. 

He  had  not  been  in  America  a 
month  when  he  embarked  as  a  pas. 
•engcr  on  board  a  vessel  bound  to 
Lirerpool ;  and,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  year  1764,  he  landed  at  that 
town* 

On  his  way  to  London  he  stopped 
at  Coventry,  where  he  was  appre- 


beoded,  and  iccared  in  prison.  At 
the  ensuing  assises  he  was  brought 
to  trial  before  Sir  Henry  Gould. 
The  record  of  his  former  oonrictioa 
being  produced,  it  appeared  that 
the  person  who  wrote  it,  in  speci- 
fying the  weight  of  the  candles^ 
had  inserted  seventy  instead  of  se- 
venty .two.  The  prisoner,  having 
heard  the  copy  of  his  conviction 
read,  pointed  out  the  error,  and 
requested  the  judge  to  allow  him 
counsel,  whicji  was  readily  granted. 
After  the  case  had  been  argued  in 
a  very  learned  manner,  the  judge 
declared  that  the  error  was  fatal 
to  the  indictment,  and  that  the 
prisoner  must  therefore  be  ac- 
quitted. 

When  Swift  was  on  the  point  of 
being  discharged,  one  of  Sir  John 
Fielding's  men  made  oath  that  an 
accusation  was  lodged  against  him 
for  stealing  a  quantity  of  cotton  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex.  Here- 
upon he  was  ordered  to  be  con- 
veyed to  London. 

No  indictment  was  found  against 
him  for  stealing  the  cotton ;  but, 
being  put  to  the  bar  of  the  sessions- 
house  in  the  Old  Bailey,  the  Court 
ordered  him  to  be  transported  for 
the  remaining  part  of  his  former 
sentence. 

Richard  Swift  was  a  second  time 
put  >>n  board  of  one  of  the  trans- 
port Tessels  on  the  24th  of  April^ 
1706. 

Since  the  time  of  Jonathan  Wild 
the  above  malefactor  was  one  of  the 
most  notorious  receivers  of  stolen 
goods  by  which  this  country  has 
been  infested.  If  such  delinquents 
were  to  be  punished  by  death, 
it  is  beyond  a  question  that  great 
advantages  would  accrue  to  th 
public ;  for,  if  thieves  were  to  find 
a  difficulty  in  du posing  of  their 
booties,  they  would  be  effectually 
discouraged  from  pursuing  illegal 
courses ;  and  those  who  should  be 
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bardy  enough  to  continue  them 
would  leldom  eicape  the  justice 
due  to  their  iniquity. 

ReceiTers  of  stolen  goods  are  to 
be  classed  among  the  most  infamous 
species  of  felons.  They  encourage 
robbers,  and  are  therefore  acces- 


sory to  the  crimes  they  comnul; 
they  are  guilty  CTen  of  a  species  of 
deliberate  murder,  since  tiie  piac* 
tices  they  countenance  aeldoa  fail 
to  bring  the  more  immediate  perpe- 
trators therrof  to  ? iolest  and  pre- 
mature death. 


PATRICK  OGILVIE  AND  CATHARINE  NAIRN/ 

CONTICTED  or  MUBDEB. 


As  the  case  of  these  malefactors 
made  a  great  nobe  in  the  world  at 
and  after  the  commission  of  the 
crime,  we  shall  be  the  more  careful 
to  gif  0  all  the  particulars  of  it. 

At  East  Miln,  in  the  county  of 
Forfar,  in  Scotland,  liTcd  Mr. 
Thomas  OgiWic,  a  man  of  mode- 
rate fortune,  whose  life  was  of  the 
domestic  kind,  with  his  mother, 
till  he  was  about  forty  years  of  age, 
when  he  married  Catharine,  the 
beautiful  daughter  of  Sir  Thon^as 
Nairn,  of  Dunsinan,  on  the  3Ist 
of  January,  1765,  the  young  lady 
being  then  about  twenty-one  years 
of  age. 

Patrick  Ogilvie,  the  brother  of 
Thomas,  having  served  as  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  East  Indies,  returned 
to  Scotland  soon  after  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  nuptials,  and  went  to 
congratulate  his  brother  on  the 
occasion. 

From  this  visit  arose  all  that 
scene  of  distress  which  gives  rise  to 
the  following  narrative;  for  Patrick 
having  beheld  his  sister  with  eyes  of 
unwarrantable  love,  they  were,  seen 
within  three  weeks  after  the  wed- 
ding, by  the  servants,  walking  in 
the  fields  with  too  great  familiarity, 
and  kissing  each  other  with  all  the 
fondness  of  enraptured  lovers. 

Soon  afterwards  Anne  Clarke,  a 
kinswoman  of  Mr.  Ogilvie,  paying 
a   visit  in  the  family,   remarked  a 


great  intimacy  between  the  lorers, 
who  frequently  went  to  bed  to* 
gether  without  the  precantioa  of 
shutting  the  chamber-door.  Mrs. 
Clarke  remarked  on  the  scandaioas 
impropriety  of  the  lady 'a  conduct; 
but,  so  far  from  blushing  at  it^  she 
boasted  of  her  love  for  her  bra- 
ther-in-law,  with  whom  she  said 
she  would  abscond,  or  otherwise 
give  a  dose  to  her  husband,  whom 
she  detested. 

Mr.  Ogilvie  the  elder  was  of  so 
pacific  a  disposition,  that,  though 
the  criminal  conversation  l>ecame 
every  day  more  conspicuous,  he 
contented  himself  with  represent, 
ing  to  his  brother  how  much  he 
dishonored  the  family  by  so  sinful 
a  practice ;  but  he  did  not  even 
forbid  him  the  house. 

At  length  he  paid  the  lieutenant 
a  sum  of  money  bequeathed  him  by 
his  father;  and  then  Patrick  de- 
parted, to  take  the  diversions  of 
the  country  :  but  he  still  corre. 
sponded  with  his  sister-in-law;  and 
they  left  letters  for  each  other  un. 
der  a  stone,  and  even  occasionally 
met  together  in  the  fields. 

When  this  was  known,  the  in- 
jured husband,  so  far  from  resent- 
ing the  conduct  of  his  brother, 
wrote  to  him,  expressing  his  incli- 
nation to  bequeath  him  both  his 
wife  and  the  principal  part  of  his 
estate,  saying  he  would  consult  hb 


*  It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  in  Scotland  women  are  sometimes  called  bj  their 
maiden  names  after  marriage.  Hence  this  unhappy  woman  is  called  Nairn  tntftead  of 
Ogilvie. 
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own  peace  of  mind  in  retirement : 
he  eren  entreated  iiim  to  return, 
adding  ^  My  wife  cannot  be  happy 
without  you.' 

Mrs,  Nairn  had,  in  the  mean 
tifte^  written  to  Patrick.  Ogilvie 
to  send  her  some  poison  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly he  sent  her  some  white 
arsenic,  under  the  name  of  salts, 
for  her  use. 

Mrs.  Clarke,  abore  mentioned, 
no  sooner  heard  that  the  packet  was 
arrited,  than  she  cautioned  Mr. 
OgiUie  not  to  drink  any  thing 
giTen  him  by  his  wife,  unless  she 
first  partook  of  it :  but  this  pre- 
caution  pro?ed  fruitless;  for  the 
unhappy  man  being  ill  one  morn, 
ing,  his  wife  couTcyed  a  quantity 
of  the  arsenic  into  a  basin  of  tea 
which  the  maid-sertant  was  carry- 
ing  to  him  ;  and  then  the -base  wo- 
man waited  at  hb  bed-side  while 
he  drank  it. 

The  most  excruciating  pains  in 
Jiit  bowels,  accompanied  with  a  fio- 
leot  retching,  was  the  consequence 
of  thb  draught,  and  at  nine  at 
night  Mr.  OgiWie  expired  in  the 
greatest  agony,  after  a  marriage 
of  little  more  than  four  months, 
daring  which  he  scarcely  enjoyed 
one  happy  day. 

JBis  brother  now  gate  directions 
respecting  the  funeral ;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  Mrs.  Clarke  wrote  to 
a  younger  brother  of  the  deceased, 
who  was  then  a  student  at  Edin- 
borgh,  intimating  her  suspicions 
that  Mr.  Ogihie  had  been  poi- 
soned. Hereupon  the  young  gen- 
tleman set  out  for  East  Miln,  being 
determined  to  inquire  into  the  real 
state  of  the  case.  He  took  with 
bim  the  under-sheriff  of  the  county, 
and  two  surgeons.  The  under- 
sheriff  recommended  opening  the 
body  of  the  deceased ;  but,  as  he 
had  been  dead  six  days,  and  as  it 
was  now  the  middle  of  June,  and 
tiie  weather  intensely  hot,  this  was 


opposed  by  the  surgeons,  lest  some 
noisome  cdffluTia  should  arise  from 
the  body.. 

The  presumed  murdcEers  were 
now  taken  into  custody,  and  com« 
mitted  to  the  prison  of  Forfar, 
whence  they  were  remo? ed  to  Edin^ 
burgh,  to  take  their  trials  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justiciary.  Mrs. 
Clarke  had  concealed  herself  from 
the  time  that  the  murder  was  com* 
mitted ;  but  on  the  Sd  of  August^ 
1765,  she  went  to  Edinburgh,  and 
surrendered  herself  to  the  lord-ad^ 
Tocatc,  as  the  trials  of  the  offenders 
were  to  commence  on  the  Monday 
following^  Hereupon  his  lordship 
committed  her,  and  two  women* 
servants  of  the  deceased,  to  the 
Castle,  that  there  might  be  no  ob* 
struction  to  the  course  of  pub'ic 
justice. 

The  prisoners  being  brought  into 
court  on  the  appointed  day,  a  copy 
of  their  indictments,  with  a  list  of 
the  jury  and  witnesses,  was  re* 
spcctiTely  delivered  to  them ;  and 
then  the  Court  was  adjourned  tolthe 
12th  of  the  same  mouth,  at  eight 
in  the  morning. 

In  -the  interim  the  counsel  for 
the  prisoners  petitioned  the  Court 
that  Anne  Clarke  might  be  removed 
from  her  usual  place  of  confinement 
with  the  servant-maids,  lest  she 
should  prevail  on  them  to  perjure 
themselves,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
prisoners. 

The  Court  granted  the  prayer  of 
this  petition  ;  and  Mrs.  Clarke  was 
removed  into  another  room:  but 
Lord  George  Beauclerk,  the  then 
commander-in-chief  of  the  forces 
in  North  Britain,  caused  her  to  bo 
conveyed  to  her  former  place  of 
confinement,  on  an  information  that 
the  room  in  which  the  governor 
of  the  castle  had  placed  her  was 
not  secure  enough  to  prevent  her 
escape. 

Complaint  of  this  procedure  be* 
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log  made  bjr  (ha  oovnni  for  Um 
prisonefi  Lord  George  Intbtad  that 
it  waf  h»  dntjr  to  pre? ent  the  e^ 
cape  of  theeridenoe,  aotwithstand- 
ing  anjr  order  of  Coert. 

The  trial  wai  at  length  proceeded 
upon  on  Mondaj,  the  l^ith  of  Au« 
gast$  and  continued  without  inter* 
mistion  till  three  o'clock  on  the 
Wednetdajr  morning,  when  the 
jorj  retired,  aAd  at  fonr  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  daj  gare  their 
verdict  that  the  prisoners  were 
lioth  guilty. 

The  loid.adTocate  now  demand, 
ed  that  judgment  should  be  passed 
on  them  ;  but  this  was  apposed  by 
their  counsel,  who  urged  that  there 
were  sereral  informalities  In  the 
trial,  which  would  destroy  the 
force  of  the  rerdict,  as  they  were 
incompatible  with  the  principles  of 
the  laws  of  Scotland. 

On  thu  a  debate  ensued,  which 
continued  near  fire  hours,  when 
the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  declared  that* 
unless  a  special  plea  was  stated  in 
arrest  of  judgment,  he  would  pro- 
nounce sentence  against  the  pri- 
soners. 

Hereupon  it  was  agreed  that, 
on  the  following  day,  at  eleven 
o'clock,  the  arguments  in  writing 
should  be  delirercd  into  court ; 
and,  when  that  was  done,  a  far- 
ther argument  of  six  hours  ensued 
thereon. 

The  counsel  for  the  prisoners* 
baring  at  len^h  no  other  plea  left 
to  urge,  hinted  tha(  Mrs.  Nairn 
was  with  child,  4>ut  did  not  pretend 
to  say  how  far  she  might  be  ad. 
vanced  In  her  pregnancy. 

On  this  sentence  of  death  was 
passed  against  Patrick  Ogilvie,  to 
be  executed  on  the  25th  of  Septem* 
ber,  in  the  Grass  Market,  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  Mrs.  Nairn  being  rc« 
manded  to  prison,  orders  were 
givtMi  for  a  jury  of  matrons  to  be 
summoned  on  the  following  day, 


to   Liqaiio  Into   ber  nol   sitwi^ 
tion. 

"nie  Court  being  onoe  mora  aa- 
sembled,  the  matrons  warn  swora, 
and  retired ;  and,  on  their  rctara, 
declared  that  they  could  not  deftr- 
mine  whether  she  was  pregnant  or 
not  On  this  the  judgment  against 
her  waa  suspended  till  NoTomber; 
and  the  matrons  were  directed  to 
▼isit  her  frequently  in  the  interfal. 

The  utmost  interest  of  the  reb- 
tions  of  the  convicts  was  now  es. 
erted  to  prerent  the  disgrace  of  a 
public  execution,  by  proenfing  a 
repriere  for  Mr.  Ogilvie»  who  eon* 
stantly  asserted  his  innocence  re- 
specting the  death  of  his  brother. 

Such  diligence  was  nsed  in  thb 
matter,  that  Counsellor  MKkrty 
was  baud  in  his  behalf  before  the 
king  In  council,  where  he  contended 
for  a  right  of  appealing  from  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Juatidaiy 
to  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  lord-adrocate  of  Scotland, 
in  reply  hereto,  insisted  that  the 
determination  of  the  Court  of  Jus- 
ticiary must  K>e  final,  as  it  was  a 
criminal  court,  in  which  the  pri- 
soner had  been  tried  and  convicted 
by  a  jury  of  his  countrymen.  He 
referred  to  the  1 0th  article  of  the 
Act  of  Union,  by  which  the  Court 
of  Justiciary  was  established. 

The  matter  having  been  maturely 
considered, -Mr.  Ogilvie  waa  left  to 
suffer  the  sentence  of  the  law. 

The  day  before  hu  death  he  was 
attended  by  two  clergymen,  and 
several  of  his  friends,  to  whom  he 
made  a  solemn  avowal  of  his  inno- 
cence of  the  facts  alleged  against 
him,  and  thought  that  his  brother, 
who  had  undertaken  the  prosecu- 
tion, had  behaved  in  a  manner  un- 
deservedly rigorous ;  yet  he  de- 
clared that  he  should  die  in  perfect 
charity  with  all  mankind. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he 
made  an  address  to'  the  popniace. 
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•aU'aMefdtag  bh  Innooeoce;  and; 
M  soon  at  be  had  concluded  hli  de* 
▼otions,  ha  was  turned  off,  amidit 
an  immense  concourse  of  |toople« 
No  sooner  was  be  tamed  off,  than, 
tbe  rope  slipping,  he  dropped  to 
the  ground;  but,  being  immedl- 
atdj  tied  up  again,  he  said  aloud, 
^  I  adhere  to  mj  former  confession, 
and  die  an  innocent  man/  This 
being  said,  be  was  executed,  and 
his  body  delifered  to  a  surgeon  for 
dissection. 

This  nnlmppy  man  suffered  In  the 
Grass  MarlKct  at  Edinburgh  on  the 
iSth  of  Norember,  1705. 

Mrs.  Nairn  liafing  remained  in 
cnstod J  till  NoTember,  it  then  ap. 
peered  tliat  she  was  pregnant,  on 
which  she  was  respited  till  the  time 
when  slui  should  Ibc  brought  to  bed, 
wlilch  was  in  the  month  of  Ja* 
Aaanr,  17d0« 

After  she  had  been  deliTered  a 
month  an  order  was  iuued  for  her 
execution ;  but,  a' short  time  before 
this  e?ent  would  hare  taken  place, 
she  escaped  from  the  prison  at  nine 
at  night,  in  the  uniform  of  an  offi- 
cer ;  and  an  old  footman,  who  had 
lived  in  her  father's  family,  being 
waiting  for  her  with  a  poit^chalse, 
they  set  off  together. 

Mrs.  Nairn  was  not  missed  till 
near  noon  on  the  following  day ; 
and  persons  were  sent  express  to 
re-apprehend  her ;  but  she  had  ar- 
rived in  London  before  them. 

She  now  engaged  the  master  of 
a  Dutch  fishing.smack  to  convey 
her  to  Holland  for  Bfty  guineas ; 
but  the  wind  blew  with  snch  vio- 
lence that  he  was  obliged  to  land 


her  on  the  Kentish  shore,  whetted 
she  travelled  \o  Dover,  attended 
by  her  faithful  servant.  They  1m- 
medUlely  got  on  board  the  packet- 
boat  bound' for  Calais;  ahd  no 
authentic  accounts  respecting  he^ 
have  transpired  since  that  period. 

Such  were  the  dMerent  Ihtes  of 
two  people,  who,  as  far  ai  we  can 
judge  of  the  affair,  appear  to  have 
been  Involved  in  the  same  crime. 
The  one  dies,  avowing  his  perfect 
innocence;  the  other  escapes  the 
immediate  stroke  of  justice,  which 
was  suspended  over  her  by  the 
most  slender  thread. 

Mysterious  are  the  ways  of  Pro- 
vidence, and,  in  the  language  of 
Scripture,  *  past  finding  out;*  but 
It  is  for  mortals  humbly  to  submit 
to  all  its  dispensations. 

One  pertinent  remark  will  na- 
turally arise  on  this  occasion,  ofa* 
the  absurdity  of  disproportionate 
marriages.  Mr.  Thonfas  Ogilvie 
was  nearly  twice  the  age  of  his 
wife,  and  had  therefore  much  the 
less  chance  of  happiness  with  her. 

The  band  of  marriage  will  bo 
frequently  found  to  be  a  rope  of 
sand  where  fortune  is  made  the 
solo  consideration  on  either  side, 
and  where  unity  of  mind,  and  a 
tolerable  equality  in  age,  are  not 
consulted. 

We  make  this  remark  for  the 
sake  of  those  parents  who  may  be 
tempted  to  compel  their  children 
to  unequal  marriages  on  the  idea 
that  riches  alone  can  bestow  that 
happine88  which  must  generally,  if 
not  always,  depend  on  consent  of 
mind. 


FATHER  SHEEBY,  JAMES  BUXTON,  ANDJAMESFARRELL, 
OTHERWISE  CALLED  BUCK  FARRELL, 


EXVCUTSD  FOU  MURDER. 


About  this  time  ( 1766)  Ireland 
was  greatly  convulsed  by  a  lawless 
banditti,  calling  themselves  White 


Boys,  who  committed  numberless 
atrocities  in  armed  bodies.  They 
were  secretly  encouraged,  as  was 


364      KNAPP  it  BALDWIN*!  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


then  reported,  by  te? eral  disaffected 
Romeo  Catholic  prietU,  who  se» 
doced  Tariqut  misguided  men  of 
property  of  their  pertoa&ion  to  con. 
nite  at  and  assist  them-  in  their 
aefarions  practices* 

In  the  present  instance  this  plot* 
ting  priest  persuaded  Mr*  Buxton, 
a  gentleman  of  great  property,  and 
Mr.  Farreil,  a  gay  thoughtless 
youth,  of  good  family,  and  many 
others^  to  murder  sereral  Protest- 
ants  who  opposed  the  depredations 
of  the  While  Boyn. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1704, 
this  gang  of  murderers  met  on  the 
lands  of  Shanhally,whcre  they  were 
sworn  by  Father  Sheeby,  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest,  to  murder  J. 
Bridge,  Esq.  J.  Bagnail,  Esq.  the 
Rcrerend  Dr.  Hcwitson,  and,  in 
£ne,  every  person  who  might  op. 
pose  them.  He  likewise  swore 
them  to  bo  true  to  the  French 
king,  and  to  assist  him  to  conquer 
Ireland,  whereby  they  might  com- 
pletely establish  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic religion. 

Thus  prepared,  these  accursed 
enthusiasts  sallied  out  in  pursuit  of 
the  blood  of  their  fcllow-creatiures. 
They  soon  seized  Mr.  Bridge,  ac- 
cused him  of  giTing  information 
against  the  White  Boys,  and  in. 
sbtcd  that   he   should  contradict. 


tf  pon  oath,  all  that  hp  hail  said  la 
bis  information ;  whidi  be  refnsiag 
to  do,  Edward  Mecham,  one  of  the 
gang  (whom,  howeTor,  we  do  not 
find  brought  to  punishment),  deft 
hb  skull  In  two  with  m  bilUiook, 
and  he  Instantly  expired  In  the  pre* 
•ence  of  the  remainder  of  the  gang. 
All  that  were  apprehended  were 
found  gniity ,  and  ezeented  at  Cloa. 
mel  in  1700« 

A  commentator  on  this  dreadfal 
transaction  says,  ^Tho  ezecntioa 
of  these  men  probably  gate  rise  to 
a  report  that  a  discovery  had  been 
made  in  the  north  of  Ireland  of  a 
conspiracy  dangerous  to  the  state. 

It  Is,  indeed,  true,  that  Sbeeby's 
band  consisted  of  no  inconsiderable 
number,and  was  disciplined,  armed, 
and  subject  to  thdr  martial  law; 
that  Bridge  had  been  enlisted  among 
them ;  and,  being  sererely  punished 
by  one  of  their  courts  martia],  in- 
formed against  them  In  revenge,  and 
that  he  lost  his  life  by  hia  treadieiy 
to  them. 

Though  this  might  have  been  the 
fact,  yet  no  such  charge  was  by 
them  laid  against  the  Bagnals,  or 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Uewitson,  whom  they 
had  sworn  also  to  murder.  11m 
merited  fate  of  these  rebels  and 
murderers  gaJie  great  satisfaction  to 
all  well -disposed  Irishmen. 


ELIZABETH  BURROUGHS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDER. 


On  the  trial  of  this  woman  it  ap- 
peared that  one  Henry  Steward,  a 
broker,  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  had 
taken  into  his  house,  in  the  capa- 
city of  servant,  a  girl  named  Mary 
Booty,  whose  father  was  then  re- 
cently deceased,  and  whose  goods 
had  been  sold  by  Steward,  in  the 
way  of  his  business. 

Elizabeth  Burroughs  had  lived  as 
a  servant  to  Steward,  but  was  not 
^heu  in  his  employ.     Finding  that 


Booty  supplied  the  place  that  she 
had  formerly  filled,  fried  with  jea- 
lousy (as  she  expressed  herselQ, 
she  went,  for  the  purpose  of  quar- 
relling with  her  late  master,  to  hU 
house.  For  some  time  there  was  a 
general  fray  among  the  three;  but 
the  man,  finding  that  Burroughs 
had  struck  Booty  on  the  head  with 
a  hammer,  quitted  the  house,  and 
left  the  girls  together. 
In  the  course~of  the  night  Mary 
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Booty  wu  fonnd  in  the  street, 
expiring  before  Steward's  door.— - 
Many  circumstances  concurred  for 
mpposing  that  the  had  been  thrown 
out  of  the  window  by  Burroughs  ; 
ber  sknii  was  fractured,  and  she 
-was  otherwise  nmch  beaten  and 
brnised. 

Yet,  under  these  proofs  and  cor- 
Toboratife  evidence,  the  hardened 
nrretch,  to  the  last  moment^  as- 
serted her  Innocence.  Her  last 
words  were,  ^  I  know  a  lie  will 
m? ail  me  nothing ;  I  am  Innocent  of 
the  murder  for  which  I  suffer.' 
She  was  executed  at  Bury  St«  Ed. 
nunds,  April  the  4th,  1765. 

yfe  do  not  know  a  more  danger- 


ous step  towards  the  ruin  of  the 
peace  of  mind,  in  fact,  eTcntually, 
of  every  individual  of  a  family,  than 
that  of  the  master  becoming  familiar 
with  his  female  servaot*  No  per* 
son  can  read  thb  unhappy  case 
without  entertaining  the  Idea  of  an 
Improper  interconrse  having  takeo 
place  between  Steward  and  Bur* 
roughs ;  and,  though  it  appears  she 
had  left  her  ostensible  employ,  yet 
It  is  plain  she  considered  the  favours 
of  her  master  still  at  her  command, 
and  that  they  were  encroached 
upon  by  the  admission  of  the  de- 
ceased. On  this  point,  unforto* 
nately,  vrt  find  that  a  grey  lieard 
dues  not  always  bring  wisdom* 


WILLIAM  WHITTLE, 

SZECUTBD  POB  MURDER. 


Tui  shocking  crimes  of  this  mon- 
ster In  human  shape  show  the  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  reli- 
gious enthusiasm. 

The  blood  that  has  been  shed, 
under  the  pretext  of  religion,  In 
and  since  the  Crusades,  or,  as  they 
were  denominated,  the  holy  wars, 
ia  greater  than  the  torrents  shed  by 
tyrants  fighting  for  each  other's 
empire. 

William  Whittle  was  a  poor  ig- 
norant wretch,  worked  up  to  a 
state  of  frenzy  by  the  abominable 
doctrine  of  some  ignorant  popish 
priest ;  for  this  wretched  man  was  a 
Roman  Catholic,  and  murdered  his^ 
wife  and  bis  two  children  I 

On  being  interrogated,  after 
con?ictlon,  and  while  under  sen- 
tenoe  of  death,  as  to  his  motive  for 
committing  such  horrid  deeds,  he 
teplied  that  his  priest  often  told 
him  he  should  be  damned  for  mar- 
rying a  heretic.  ^  But  why  murder 
your  innocent  children  ?'  To  this 
he  answered,  ^  The  mother  had 
carried  them  to  the  church  of  the 
heretics  :  so  they  would  have  been 


damned  if  he  had  not  killed  them^ 
but  now  they  were  in  purgatory, 
and  would  go  to  heaven  in  time.' 

This  wicked  sinner,  eiultlng  In 
his  fell  deed,  was  executed  on  Lau* 
caster  Moor,  April  the  5(h,  1700, 
and  his  body  hung  in  chains. 

Soon  after  execution,  the  Rer* 
Mr.  Oliver,  who  held  it  a  duty  to 
attend  the  last  moments  of  the 
wretched  man,  under  the  hope  of 
working  in  him  contrition,  and  a  re- 
nunciation of  tenets  too  dangerous 
to  be  Implanted  in  weak  minds,  re- 
ceived the  following  threatening 
letter,  evidently  the  composition  of 
one  of  the  same  persuasion  as  the 
malefactor :— ^ 
« Sir, 

^  I  make  bold  to  acquaint  you, 
that  your  house,  and  erery  clergy- 
man's that's  in  the  town  (Lancas- 
ter), or  any  black  son  of  a  b— h 
like  you— for  you  are  nothing  but 
heretics  and  damned  souls — if  Wil- 
liam Whittle,  that  worthy  man, 
hangs  up  ten  days,  you  may  fully 
expect  to  be  blown  to  damna- 
tion.' 
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JOHN  CROUCH  AND  WIFE, 

TBIBD  rOB  OrFEBlMO  TO  SELL  A  TOUMG  01RL» 


Thovob  our  laws  panith  more 
ihrnn  one  hundfcd  and  sixty  ofTeocet 
witli  death,  and  though  a  statute  b 
■ado  against  aioiost  aTeiy  species 
of  erime,  still  the  depra? itj  of  oian 
is  e?er  practisiog  some  turpitude 
BOt,  perhtps,  fully  comprised  in 
our  penal  code.  A  flagitions  crime, 
lor  instance,  of  the  following  na* 
tare,  could  hardly  be  contem. 
plated,  in  a  land  of  liberty  and  af- 
fection, by  any  set  of  legblators, 
and  punishment  must  consequently 
bo  resorted  to  from  those  laws 
against  petty  offences. 

On  the  16th  of  January,  1766, 
an  elderly  man  and  woman  were 
obscrred  on  the  Royal  Exchange, 
London,  with  a  fine  young  girl, 
apparently  Ibarteen  years  of  age, 
but  thinly  and  shabbily  clothed; 
and,  consequently,  shirering  with 
cold  in  that  inclement  season  of  the 
year.  So  uncommon  an  appear* 
ance  in  that  scene  of  bustle  and 
business,  it  being  then  what  is 
called  nearly  *  High  'Change,'  at- 
tsacted  considerable  attention. 

It  was  first  conteired  that  they 
were  aiking  charity,  as  the  man 
bad  addressed  two  or  three  gtotle* 
men,  from  whom  he  receired  a  con* 
temptuous  denial.  At  length  he 
accosted  an  honest  captain  of  a 
ship,  who  instantly  gate  publicity 
to  the  base  propoMil  which  had 
been  made  to  him — namely,  to  pur* 
chase  the  unfortunate  and  inno- 
cent girl! 

The  parties  were  immediately 
taken  into  custody  by  the  beadles 


of  the  Exchange,  and  carried  be* 
fore  the  sitting  magistrale  mi  GaUi* 
hall,  who  committed  the  ohb  aai 
woman  to  prison  ai  Tagnola,  aai 
ordered  the  girl  to  be  taJLenearaaf 
in  the  London  Workhoase. 

On  their  examination  tliej  per- 
sisted that  the  giri  was  tl^ir  owb 
child ;  bat  it  appeared  to  miBatual 
that  parents  in  Britain  shonid  oSv 
for  sale  thdr  oflspring,  that  an  in* 
qnlrr  into  the  transaction  was  mt 
on  foot. 

At  the  general  eesdoat  of  the 
peace,  held  at  Gnildludl,  on  the 
12th  of  May  following,  this  unna- 
tural man  and  woman  were  broaght 
to  the  bar. 

It  appeared  that  the  man  wis 
named  John  Croucii,  and  that  his 
residence  was  at  Bodmin,  fas  Gon* 
wall.  The  woman  was  his  wife ; 
the  unfortunate  girl  his  niaea ;  and 
hating  heard  *  that  young  maidou 
were  rery  scarce  in  London,  and 
that  they  sold  for  a  good  piloB,'  he 
took  her  out  of  the  poot^owa 
there^  and,  accompanied  by  Us 
wife,  had  set  off,  and  travelled  on 
foot  from  Bodmin  to  London,  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  ndles,  in 
order  to  mead  tlieir  fortnne  by  Imt 

The  jury  found  theman  gnilty  on 
an  indictment  presented  i^faiist 
him  for  an  offiMce  far  short  of  his 
crime ;  but,  ooasldertng  tiio  wmasin 
under  his  inflaenoe,  aoqnlllrf  her. 
The  husband  was  sentencad  to  ain 
months'  imprisonment  in  N^vfate^ 
add  to  pqr  a  fiae  of  one  aUUiag. 


WILLIAM  GUEST, 

EXECUTED  FOR  DIMINISHING  TIIE  COIR  OF  THE  REALM. 

Tuis  man's  crime  was  aggra? ated  blemished  character,  of  the  eity  of 
by  a  breach  of  public  trust.  He  Worcester,  who  placed  him  mp^ 
was  the  son  of  a  clergyman  of  un-     prentice  to  a  genteel  busincM.    He 
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IMised  this  term  of  general  proba- 
tion  to  jroQth,  the  apprenticeship, 
to  the  satishctlon  of  bis  master. 

He  then  came  to  London,  and 
took  a  shop  in  Holbom,  where  he 
carried  on  business  some  years  with 
the  usual  success  of  trade.  His 
father's  good  name  assisted  him  in 
procuring  a  clerkship  in  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  there  the  constant 
handling  of  gold  shook  his  inte- 
grity. 

He  took  a  house  in  Broad  Street 
Buildings,  in  a  room  in  the  upper 
part  of  which  he  used  to  work. 
HaTing  procured  a  curious  machine 
for  milling  guineas,  not  unlike 
that  made  use  of  by  mathemati* 
cal  instrument  makers,  he  used  to 
take  guineas  from  hb  drawer  at  the 
Bank,  file  them,  and  return  them 
to  the  Bank,  and  take  out  guineas 
of  full  weight  in  their  stead. 

Of  the  filings  he  made  ingots, 
which  he  sold  to  an  assayer,  who, 
on  his  trial,  deposed  that  the  filings 
were  of  the  same  standard  as  our 
guineas. 

About  three  years  before,  his 
coofiction  he  became  a  teller  at 
the  Bank.  Mr.  Leach,  who  was 
also  a  teller  there^  obserred  him  se- 
veral times  picking  out  new  guineas 
from  the  old  ones.  Haring  some 
suspicion,  he  afterwards  watched 
Um,  to  discoTer  whether  this  was  a 
frequent  practice;  and,  finding  it 
was,  he  eommnuicated  his  suspi. 
don  to  some  others. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1766,  Mr. 
Gnestpaid  thirty  guineas  to  Richard 
Still,  a  serrant  to  Mr.  Comer,  a 
dyer,  at  Bankside,  Sonthwark; 
and  Leach  obserring  him  take  some 
gold  out  of  a  bag  in  the  drawer, 
and  put  it  among  the  rest  on  the 
table,  went  after  Still,  asked  him  if 
his  money  was  right,  and  begged 
he  would  walk  with  him  into  the 
Pay-office,  and  let  him  tell  it  over. 
The  man  consented.    Leach  found 


three  guineas  that  appeared  to  haTe 
been  newly  filed,  which  he  took 
away,  gifing  Still  three  guineas  for 
them,  and  then  carried  the  light 
guineas  into  the  ball,  and  showed 
them  to  Mr.  Robert  Bell«  another 
teller,  who  carried  them  to  Mr» 
Race,  the  principal  cashier* 

Mr.  Race  weighed  them,  and 
found  that  they  wanted  from  ten 
pence  to  about  ftnirteen  |>enoe  of 
weight:  he  then, Jiarii^ examined 
the  edges,  delirered  them  to  Leach* 

It  is  a  custom  at  the  Bank  for 
the  cashier  in  waiting  to  take  the 
tellers*  bags  CTery  night,  and  lock 
them  up;  and  Mr.  Race,  after 
these  suspicions  circumstances  had 
appeared  against  Guest,  ordered 
his  bags  to  be  examined  after  they 
were  taken  away.  This  was  done 
by  Mr.  Thompson,  one  of  the  «n« 
der  cashiers,  and  Kemp  and  Lucas^ 
two  in-door  tellers,  who  found,  the 
whole  sum  they  oontaiiled  to  be 
about  1,800^  16«.  6d.  and  they 
found  in  one  bag  forty  guineasi 
which  appeared  to  ba?e  been  filed 
on  the  edges,  and  all  of  which  wera 
found  to  be  dSfideot  in  weighty 
from  eight  pence  to  fourteen  pence. 

In  consequence  of  thia  diseoTery 
Mr.  Sewallis  and  Mr.  Hnmbertony 
ser rants  to  the  Bank,  but  in  what 
capacity  does  not  appear,  went 
with  proper  ofl&cers  to  search  Mr. 
Guest's  house,  in  Broad  Street 
Buildings.  In  a  room  np  two  pair 
of  stairs  there  stood  a  mahogany 
nest  of  drawers^  which  being 
broken  open,  there  was  foond  a 
rice,  files,  an  instrument  proper  for 
milling  the  edges  of  guineas,  two 
bags  of  gold  filings,  and  one  hnn« 
dred  guineas.  The  nest  of  drawers 
had  a  flap  before,  to  let  down ;  and 
a  skin  was  found  lying  at  the  bot- 
tom, fastened  to  the  back  part  of 
the  flap,  4lKth  a  hole  in  the  front 
part,  to  fasten  to  a  button  on  tha 
wai^coat,  in  the  manner  used  by 
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jewellers.  In  tbu  leather  lay  all 
the  utensils^  a  small  parcel  of  gold 
doat  loose,  and  another  in  a  paper. 

It  likewue  appeared  on  the  trial 
that  Mr.  Leach  bad  seen,  in  the 
prisoner's  possession,  atwr  of  gold, 
half  mo  inch  in  thickness,  two 
inches  ia  width,  and  six  inches 
long. 

Mr.  Tronghton,  m  jeweller,  de. 
Iiosedhe  had  sold  two  bars  of  gold 
for  the  prisoner,  one  of  which 
weighed  forty-six  and  the  other 
forty-dght  ounces ;  bnt  that  the 
bars  sent  from  foreign  parts  were 
more  regularly  cast  than  these  ap* 
peered  to  be. 

The  circumstances  aborc  men- 
tioned were  deemed  to  adduce  such 
e? idence  of  guilt  that  the  jury  did 
not  hesitate  to  conrict  Mr.  Guest ; 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that 
sentence  of  death  was  passed  on 
him. 

Great  intercession  was  made  to 
safe  this  unhappy  mtai,  and  some 
persons  of  rank  were  prevailed  on 
to  sign  a  petition  in  his  favour ;  but 
it  was  determined  in  council  that 
the  law  should  taf  e  its  course  re- 
specting  a  roan  whose  crime  was 
supposed  to  operate  to  the  preju- 
dice  of  persons  of  all  ranks  and  de«. 
grees. 

After  conTiction  this  malefactor 
made  the  most  serious  preparations 
for  the  awful  change  that  awaited 
him;  not  flattering  himself  with  the 
Tain  hopes  of  that  pardon  which 
could  not  in  reason  be  expected. 
His  attendance  on  the  offices  of  de» 


votion  was  regular,  and  appeared  to 
be  sincere ;  and  he  sustained  his  ca* 
lamities  with  the  spirit  of  m  Bum 
and  a  Christian. 

Consistent  with  the  pUfi  f«spect« 
ing  persons  convicted  of  high  treai« 
son,  he  was  conveyed  to  the  pUoe 
of  execution  on  a  sledge.  H&  dress 
consisted  of  a  suit  of  moamingaid 
a  club  wig;  and  his  behavioarwas 
so  truly  penitent  and  coatrite  as  to 
claim  the  general  companion  of  the 
surrounding  multitude.  At  the 
place  of  execution  he  appeared  to 
eihibit  every  mark  of  pealleaea 
and  resignation.  He  prayed  de- 
voutly ;  and,  when  he  wna  tamed 
off,  and  his  body  had  hang  the  ac- 
cnstomed  time,  it  was  dellf  ciad  to 
his  friends  for  interment*  He  laf* 
fcred  at  Tyburn,  October tk»14tli| 
17a7.o 

Such  was  the  end  of  a  aan  bora 
to  better  hopes  and  fairer  ozpeeta- 
tions;  one  who  might  bava  lived 
reputably  on  the  profita  of  hli 
place  in  the  Bank,  and  by  hb  other 
connciions ;  but  the  strength  of 
avarice  seems  to  have  gotten  the 
better  of  his  more  virtaooi  pas- 
sions, and  he  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the 
wish  to  get  rich  too  suddenly.  He 
could  not  resist  temptation^  and  this 
proved  his  destruction. 

We  fear  this  is  but  too  common 
a  case ;  and  hence  we  maj  learn 
that  to  be  contented  with  our  se^ 
veral  allotments  in  life  is  one  of  our 
first  duties.  We  can  no  way  more 
gratefully  acknowledge  our  sense 
of  the  goodness  of  Providence  than 


*  The  following  is  a  singular  discovery  of  the  comoiistion  of  a  criioe  similar  to  that 
of  tlie  Qofortunate  GuesL  John  Clarke  wms  a  watch-case  maker,  of  good  repole,  ia 
I^ndon.  He  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  occasionally  working  by  himself  in  acloaot ; 
and  his  apprentice,  jealous  of  ihe  master's  being  there  employed  on  some  work  in  which 
he  would  not  instruct  him,  secretly  bored  a  hole  in  the  wainscot,  through  which  he  saw 
bim  filing  guineas.  He  gave  information,  convicted,  and  brought  his  master  to  the 
gallows. 

Clarke,  for  this  offence,  sufisrcd  at  Tyburn,  along  with  James  Fellon,  an  apprentice, 
on  the  S6th  of  November,  1766,  who  was  the  first  offender  convicted  on  the  act  which 
makes  stealing  bank-notes,  &c.  out  of  letters,  a  felony.  It  was  proved  that  he  stole  a 
bank  poit-bill  out  of  a  letter  at  Mr,  Eaton's  receiving- house,  in  Chancery  Lane. 
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put  apprcniicp  io  Mr*.  Brtiwnrig^ 
in  the  )ejr  ITH.n:  ami  about  (he 
saTpp  (iiiic  .Marv  Jon<.*«.  urn*  of  the 

* 

chtlJron  of  the  Fuuntliina  Ilus|»it3l, 
was  1  kcHi^t'  placed  uith  her  in  the 
same  capacity  ;  and  s^hc  hid  nther 
apprentices. 

A«  Mr«.  Bruwnrigg  received 
pre*: nan t  women  to  lir-in  privatclj, 
the*c  girls  were  taken  with  a  Ticw 
of  Fating  the  e\peii«e  of  women 
servants.  At  first  the  poor  orphans 
were  treated  with  some  decree  of 
cif  ility  ;  but  this  was  >oon  changed 
for  the  n!0»t  savasc  barbarity. 

Ilavinj:  Lid  Mary  Jones  across 
two  chairs  in  the  kitchen,  she  whip. 
ped  her  with  such  wanton  cruelty 
that  she  was  occasionally  obliged  to 
desist  through  mere  wcariues>. 

This  treatment  was  freqaeotly 
repeated ;  and  Mrs.  Orovrnrigg 
used  to  throw  water  on  her  when 
she  had  done  whipping  her,  and 
sometimes  she  would  dip  her  head 
into  a  pail  of  water.  The  room 
appointed  for  the  giil  to  sleep  in 
ad  joined  the  passage  leading  to  the 
street  door;  and,  as  she  had  rc- 
C'/ived  many  wounds  on  her  head, 
shuulilers,  and  various  parts  of  her 
body,  she  determined  not  to  bear 
such  treatment  any  longer,  if  she 
could  eO'ect  her  escape. 

Observing  that  the  key  was  left 
in  the  street  door  when  the  family 
went  to  bed,  she  0|>ened  it  cau. 
tiously  one  morning,  and  escaped 
into  the  street. 

Thus  freed  from  her  horrid  con. 
finement,  she  repeatedly  inquired 
her  way  to  the  Foundling  Hospital 
till  she  found  it,  and  was  admitted 
after  describing  in  what  manner  she 
had  been  treated,  and  showing  the 
bruises  she  had  received. 

The  child  having  been  examined 
by  a  surgeon,  (who  found  her 
wounds  to  be  of  a  roost  alarming 
nature,)  the  governors  of  the  hospi- 
tai  ordered  Mr.  Plumbtree,  their 


solicitor,  to  write  to  James  Brown- 
rig^,  threatening  a  prosecution,  if 
he  did  nut  give  a  proper  reason  for 
the  severities  exercised  toward  the 
child. 

No  notice  of  this  having  been 
taken,   and   the  governors   of  the 
hospital  thinking  it  imprudent  to 
indict  at  common  law,  the  girl  was 
dischariied,  in  consequence  of  an 
application  to  the  chamlieriain  of 
I^ondon.     The    other   girl,  Mary 
Mitchell,  continned  with  her  nis. 
Cress  for  the  space  of  a  year,  during 
which  she  was  treated  with  equal 
cruelty,  and  she  aUo  resolved  to 
quit  her  service.     Having  escaped 
out  of  the  house,  she  was  met  in  the 
street  by  the  younger  son  of  Brown- 
rigg,  who   forced    her  to   return 
home,  where  her  sufferings  were 
greatly  aggravated  on  account  of 
her  elcpement     In  the  interim,  the 
overseers  of  the  precinct  of  White 
Friars    bound    Mary  Clifbrd    to 
Brown  rigg;  nor  was  it  long  lieforc 
she  experienced  similar  cruelties  to 
those   inflicted  on  the  other  poor 
girls,  and  possibly  still  more  severe. 
She  was  frequently  tied  up  naked, 
and  beaten  with  a  liearth-broom,  a 
horsewhip,  or  a  cane,  till  she  was 
absolutely  speechless.     This   poor 
girl  having  a  natural  infirmity,  the 
mistress  would  not  permit  her  to 
lie  in  a  bed,  but  placed  her  on  a 
mat,  in  a  coal.hole  that  was  re- 
markably   cold  :    however,    after 
sometime,  a  sack  and  a  quantity  of 
straw  formed  her  bed,  instead  of 
the  mar.     During  her  conSnement 
in  this  wretched  situation  she  hiul 
nothing  to  subsist  on  but  bread  and 
water;  and  her  covering,  during 
the   night,  consisted    only  of  her 
own  clothes,  so  that  she  sometimes 
lay  almost  perished  with  cold. 

On  a  particular  occasion,  when 
she  was  almost  starving  with  hunger, 
she  broke  op^n  a  cupboard  in 
search  of  food,  bul  found  it  empty  ; 
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And  on  another  occasion  she  broke 
down  some  boanls,  in  order  to  pro. 
core  a  draught  of  water. 

Though  she  was  tbu^  presscdTor 
the  humblest  necessaries  of  life, 
Mrt.  Brownrigg  determined  to 
punish  her  with  rigour  for  the 
means  she  had  taken  to  supply  her- 
lelf  with  them.  On  this  she  caused 
Che  girl  to  strip  to  the  skin,  and 
during  the  course  of  a  whole  day, 
white  she  remained  naked,  she  re- 
peatedly  beat  her  with  the  butt.end 
d  a  whip. 

In  the  course  of  this  most  Inhu*. 
man  treatment  a  jack-chain  was 
fixed  round  her  neck,  the  end  of 
which  was  fastened  to  the  yard 
door,  and  then  it  was  palled  as  tight 
ma  possible  without  strangling  her. 

A  day  being  passed  in  the  prac 
tice  of  thine  sa? age  barbarities,  the 
gfri  was  remanded  to  the  coal-hole 
at  night,  her  hands  being  tied  t>e- 
lilod  her,  and  the  chain  still  remain- 
ing about  her  neck. 

The  husband  .baTlng  been  obliged 
to  find  his  wife*s  apprentices  in 
wearing  apparel,  they  were  re- 
peatedly stripped  nakw,  and  kept 
to  for  whole  days,  if  their  garments 
happened  to  be  torn. 

Tba  elder  son  had  frequently  the 
superintendence  of  diese  wretched 
girls;  but  Ais  was  fometimos  com. 
niittad  to  the  apprentice,  who  de- 
dared  that  she  was  totally  nakod 
one  night  when  he  went  to  tie  her 
up.  The  two  poor  girls  were  fro- 
qnently  so  beaten  that  their  heads 
and  sJhonlden  appeared  at  one  ge- 
neral tore;  and,  when  a  plaster 
wat  applied  to  their  wounds,  the 
fkin  nsed  to  peel  away  with  iu 

Sometimet  Mrs.  Brownrigg, 
wlien  retolTed  on  nncomnion  sere. 
rity,  used  to  tie  their  hands  with  a 
cord,  and  draw  them  up  to  a  water- 
pipe  which  ran  across  the  ceiling  in 
the  kitchen  ;  but  that  giving  way« 
she  dcffrad  Iter  husband  to  fix  a 


hook  in  the  beam,  through  which  a 
cord  was  drawn,  and,  their  arms 
being  extended,  she  used  to  horse- 
whip them  till  she  was  weary,  and 
till  the  blood  followed  at  erery 
stroke. 

Tile  elder  son  haring  one  day  di* 
rected  Mary  Clifford  to  put  up  a 
half. tester  bedstead,  the  poor  girl 
was  unable  to  do  it ;  on  which  he 
beat  her  till  she  could  no  longer 
support  his  sererity ;  and  at  an- 
other time,  when  the  mother  had 
been  whipping  her  in  the  kitchen 
till  she  was  absolutely  tired,  the  son 
renewed  the  savage  treatment. 
Mrs.  Brownrigg  would  sometimes 
seize  the  poor  giri  by  tlie  cheeks, 
and,  forcing  the  skin  down  rio- 
lently  with  her  fingers,  cause  the 
blood  to  gush  from  her  eyes. 

Mary  CUffbrd,  unable  to  bear 
these  repeated  seiverities,  com- 
plained of  her  hard  treatment  to  a 
French  lady  who  lodged  in  the 
house ;  and  she  having  represented 
the  impropriety  of  such  behaviour 
to  Mrs.  Brownrigg,  the  Inhuman 
monster  flew  at  the  girl,  and  cut 
her  tongue  in  two  places  with  a 
pair  of  scissors. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 3th  of 
July  this  barbarous  woman  went 
into  the  kitchen,  and,  after  obliging 
Mary  Cliffbrd  to  strip  to  the  skin, 
drew  her  up  to  the  staple,  and, 
though  her  body  was  an  entire 
sore  from  former  bruises,  yet  this 
wretch  renewed  her  cruelties  with 
her  accustomed  severity. 

After  whipping  her  till  the  blood 
streamed  down  her  body,  she  let 
her  down,  and  made  her  wash  her- 
self In  a  tub  of  cold  water  ;  Mary 
Mitchell,  the  other  poor  girl,  being 
present  during  this  transaction. 
While  Qiffbrd  was  washing  herself 
Mrs.  Brownrigg  struck  her  on  the 
shoulders,  already  sore  with  for- 
mer bruises,  with  the  butt-end  of  a 
whip ;  and  she  treated  the  chllS  in 
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tfib  Bannar  ave  txnua  in  the  same 

Thm  pOijr  cirfi  wounds  now  be« 
gaa  to  >liow  cviiienc  «icn:»  o€  nor- 
tiiicaxioa.  Her  morher  in-law,  wfaa 
bad  resided  ttsniif  time  in  thf  cimo- 
trjf  c^aui  ahiMt  tbui  time  Cii  S>va, 
and  in«4iured  ifter  her.     l^tiuug  in- 
fociaed   that    she    vas    pUced    at 
Bro«an{^\,  she  vent  Ubclicr,  b«l 
«a»    rcfaaed    admictftoce    bj   Mr. 
Bffowrigg,  «ba  even  tbreateaed  to 
carrj  ber  before  tbe  lord  ujor  if 
tbe  case  Ibere  to  make  farther  dia. 
lurbaacei.     L'pua  tbisi  tbcBMtbcr- 
in  Jaw  was  ^oing  avaj,  wben  Mr». 
Deacoo,    wife     of    Mr.    Deacoo, 
baker,  at  the  adjoininc  boasc,  called 
ber  io,  and  infomcd  her  that  she 
aod   ber    familjr  had   often  heard 
Boaaings  and    groans    issae  from 
Bro«nrigg*s  house,   aad  that  she 
saapcctcd    the    apprentices    vere 
treated  with  on warraa table  seve- 
rity.    Thu  good  woman  likewiM 
promised  to  exert  herself  to  ascer. 
tain  tbe  truth. 

At  this  juncture  Mr.  Brownrigg, 
going  to  Hampstead  on  business, 
bought  a  bo^,  which  he  sent  home. 
The  hog  was  put  into  a  covered 
jard,  baring  a  skj-light,  which  it 
was  thought  nccessarj  to  remore, 
in  order  to  give  air  to  the  aninul. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the 
skj.ligbt  was  removed,  Mr.  Deacon 
ordered  his  servants  to  watch,  In 
order,  if  possible^  to  discover  the 
girls.  Accordingly,  one  of  the 
maids,  looking  from  a  window,  saw 
one  of  the  girls  stooping  down,  on 
which  the  called  her  mbtress,  and 
she  desired  the  attendance  of.some 
of  the  neighboun,  who  having  been 
witoesaci  of  the  shocking  scene, 
tome  men  got  upon  the  leads,  and 
dropped  Idts  of  dirt,  in  order  to  in- 
dvfit  the  girl  to  speak  (o  them ;  but 
•hie  seemed  wholly  incapable.  Mrs. 
^Bacon  then  sent  to  the  girl's  mo- 
r«ln«law,  who  immediMely  called 


apoa  Mr.  Graady,  one  of  the  over, 
saiirs  of  Sc  I>ins  tan's,  and  re  pre. 
seated  the  case.  Mr.  G  randy  and 
th#  rest  of  the  owe  wee  rs,  with  the 
waaaen.  west  aaddcmanded  a  sight 
of  Marj  Ctiibfd  ;  b«t  Brownrigg, 
who  kni  tticknHMd  ber  Nan,  toM 
tkm  tkii  he  know  no  swch  person  ; 
bst,  if  they  wnatcd  to  see  Mary 
(mcamiag  Mary  MitcheU),  they 
aughty  aad  accordiRgly  prodneed 
her.  Upos  this  Mr.  Uncon*s  scr. 
vast  declared  that  Mary  MitrheU 
was  not  the  girt  they  wanted.  Mr. 
Grandy  now  sent  for  m  constable, 
to  seafch  tbe  honse,  bet  no  disco- 
very was  Aea  asadc. 

Mr.  Brownrigg  threatened  high, 
ly  ;  bnt  Mr.Grundy,  with  the  spirit 
that  becanw  the  oficer  of  m  pMish, 
took  Mary  Mitcbcll  with  bin  to  the 
workhonse,  whore,  on  the  taking 
off  her  leatheia  boddice,  it  stack  to 
fast  to  her  wonnds  that  she  shrieked 
with  tepnin  ;  bnt,  on  being  treated, 
with  great  humanity,  nnd  cold  that 
she  should  not  be  sent  back  to 
Brownrigg's,  she  gave  an  account 
of  the  horrid  treatment  that  she  ami 
Mary  ClifiMrd  had  sustained,  and 
confessed  that  she  had  met  the  lat- 
ter on  the  stairs  jnst  before  they 
came  to  the  house.  Upon  this  in. 
formation  Mr.  Grundy  and  tome 
others  returned  to  tbo  bonse,  to 
make  a  stricter  search  ;  on  which 
Brownrigg  sent  for  a  lawyer,  in 
order  to  intimidate  them,  and  even 
threatened  a  prosecution  nnlsM 
they  immediately  qnitted  tbe  pre- 
mises. Unterrified  by  these  threat^ 
Mr.  Grundy  sent  for  a  coach,  to 
carry  Brownrigg  to  the  Compter ; 
on  which  the  latter  promis«d  to 
produce  the  girl  in  about  half  an 
hour,  if  tbe  coach  was  discharged. 
This  being  consented  to,  tbe  girl 
was  produced  from  a  cupboard 
under  a  bcaufet  In  the  dining.room, 
after  a  pair  of  shoea,  which  young 
Brownrigg  bad  In  ^is  haad  daring 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.       373 


tho  proposal.had  been  put  upon  her. 
I(  is  not  in  language  to  describe  the 
Riiscirable  appearance  this  poor  girl 
made ;  almost  her  whole  body  was 
ulccrati'd. 

Being  taken  to  the  workhouse, 
an  apothecary  was  sent  for,  who 
pronounced  her  to  be  in  danger. 

Brownrigg  was  therefore  con. 
▼eyed  (oWood  Street  Compter ;  but 
his  wife  and  son  made  their  escape, 
taking  with  them  a  gold  watch  and 
some  money.  IVIr.  Brownrigg  was 
now  carried  before  Alderman  Cross. 
by,  who  fully  committed  him,  and 
ordered  the  girls  to  be  taken  to 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  whero 
Mary  Clitford  died  within  a  few 
days;  and  the  coroner's  inquest, 
being  summoned,  found  a  rerdict  of 
Wilful  Murder  against  James  and 
Elizabeth  Brownriggi  and  John 
their  sou. 

In  the  mean  time  Mrs.  Brown- 
rigg and  her  son  shifted  from  place 
to  place  10  London,  bought  clothes 
in  Kag  Fair  to  disguise  themselves, 
and  then  went  to  Wandsworth, 
where  they  took  lodgings  in  the 
bouse  of  Mr.  Dunbar,  who  kept  a 
chandler's  shop. 

This  chandler,  happening  to  read 
a  ncwspa|)er  on  the  15th  of  August, 
saw  an  advertisement,  which  so 
clearly  described  his  lodgers,  that 
he  had  no  doubt  but  they  were  the 
roarderers* 

On  this  he  went  to  London  the 
ncit  day,  which  was  Sunday,  and, 
going  to  church,  sent  for  Mr.  Owen, 
the  churchwarden,  to  attend  him  in 
fho  vestry,  and  gave  hin»«uch  a  de- 
scription of  the  parties  that  Mr. 
Owen  desired  Mr.  Deacon  and  Mr. 
Wingravo,  a  constable,  to  go  to 
Wandsworth,  and  make  the  neces- 
sary inquiry. 


On  their  arrival  at  Dunbar's 
house,  they  found  tho  wretched 
mother  and  son  in  a  room  by  (hem. 
selves,  who  evinced  great  agitation 
at  this  discovery.  A  coach  being 
procured,  they  were  conveyed  to 
Lf>ndon,  without  any  |)erson  in 
Wandsworth  having  knowledge  of 
the  affair,  except  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dunbar. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  the  father,  mother,  and 
son,  were  indicted  ;  when  Elizabeth 
Brownrigg,  after  a  trial  of  eleren 
hours,  was  found  guilty  of  murder, 
and  ordered  for  execution  ;  but  the 
man  and  his  son,  being  acquitted  of 
the  higher  charge^,  were  detained, 
to  take  their  trials  for  a  misde. 
mean  or,  of  which  they  were  con. 
Ticted,  and  imprisoned  for  the  space 
of  six  months. 

After  sentence  of  death  was 
passed  on  Mrs.  Brownrigg  she  was 
attended  by  a  clergyman,  to  whom 
she  confessed  the  enormity  of  her 
crime,  and  acknowledged  the  justice 
of  the  sentence  by  which  she  had 
been  condemned.  The  parting  be* 
tween  her  and  her  husband  and  son, 
on  the  morning  of  her  execution, 
was  affecting  beyond  description. 
The  son  falling  on  his  knees,  she 
bent  herself  over  him  and  embraced 
him  ;  nhile  the  husband  was  kneel* 
ing  on  the  other  side. 

On  her  way  to  the  fatal  tree  the 
people  expressed  their  abhorrence 
of  her  crime  in  terms  which,  though 
not  proper  at  the  moment,  testified 
their  detestation  of  her  cruelty. 
Before  her  exit,  she  joined  in 
prayer  with  the  Ordinary  of  New. 
gate,  whom  she  desired  to  declare 
to  the  multitude  that  she  confessed 
her  guilt,  and  acknowledged  the 
justice  of  her  sentence. 


*  ft  fieems  the  child  was  looked  upon  ■•  the  apprenlice  of  the  wife,  and  not  the  hut- 
band  ;  tlipogh  tlie  husband  was  obliged  to  find  her  apparel :  however,  accessories  in  mur- 
der are  equally  guilty,  and  it  is  strange  that  the  man  and  his  son  should  have  heen 
acquitted. 
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After  her  execution,  which  took 
pUce  at  Tjboni,  September  the 
14th,  1767,  her  bodj  was  pot  into 
a  hadLoej-coach,  aod  convejed 
to  Surgeoos'  Hall,  where  it  was 
dissected,  aod  her  skeleton  hong 
up. 

That  Mn.  Brownrigg,  a  midwHe 
bj  professioni  and  herself  the  mo. 
ther  of  many  children,  shonld  was* 
tonlj  marder  the  ofiiiprin|(  of  other 
women,  u  truly  asUMmhinf[,  and 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  that 
dcprafity  of  human  nature  which 
philotophers  hare  always  disputed. 


bat  which  true  Chrvtiui  wiU  be 
ready  to  allow. 

Let  her  crimes  be  baried,  thoagh 
her  tkeleCoobe  apoied;  and  may 
no  one  hereafter  be  fownd  wicked 
enough  to  copy  her  vile  oiampir ! 

Woman  who  have  tko  cara  of 
children  from  paikk  workhonwi 
or  hoipitala  shonld  coniider  them, 
selres  at  once  as  mirtrcsiee  aod  as 
mothen;  nor  cTcr  permit  the 
strlctnem  of  tlic  former  character  to 
preponderate  over  the  humanity  of 
the  kttcr. 


JOHN  WILLIAMSON, 
EXGCUTsn  ton  Muanan. 


Williamson  was  the  son  of  peo. 
pie  in  but  indifferent  circumstances, 
who  put  him  apprentice  to  a  shoe* 
maker*  When  he  came  to  be  a 
journeyman  he  pursued  his  busi- 
ness with  industry  ;  and  in  a  short 
time  he  married  an  honest  and  sober 
woman,  by  whom  he  had  three  chtl. 
drcn.  Hu  wife  dying,  he  con. 
tinned  some  time  a  widower,  main- 
taining himself  and  hit  childieo  in  a 
decent  manner. 

At  length  he  contracted  ac- 
quaintance with  a  young  woman  so 
deficient  in  point  of  intellect,  that 
it  may  bo  said  she  bordered  upon 
idiotism. 

Her  relations  had  bequeathed  her 
money  sufficient  for  her  mainte- 
nance;  and  this  circamstance  in- 
duced Williamson  to  make  propo- 
sals of  marriage,  which  she  ac- 
cepted. 

Being  asked  in  church,  the  bans 
were  forbidden  by  the  gentleman 
appointed  guardian  to  the  unhappy 
woman. 

Williamson  haring  procured  a 
licence,  the  marriage  was  solcm. 
nized ;  and  in  consequence  he  re- 
ceived  the  money  that  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  guardian. 


About  three  weeks  after  tho 
marriage  he  crnelly  beat  his  wife, 
threw  water  over  her,  and  other- 
wise treated  her  with  great  seto. 
rity ;  and  this  kind  of  brutality  he 
frequently  repeated. 

At  length  he  fastened  the  mi- 
serable creature's  hands  behind  her 
with  handcnA ;  and,  by  means  of 
a  rope  passed  through  a  staple^ 
drew  them  so  tight  aboi e  her  heid| 
that  only  the  tips  of  her  toes  tonched 
the  ground. 

On  one  side  of  the  closet  wherein 
she  was  confined  was  now  and  then 
put  a  small  piece  of  bread  and  but- 
ter, so  that  she  could  just  touch  it 
with  her  mouth  ;  and  she  was  daily 
allowed  a  small  portion  of  water« 

She  once  remained  a  whole 
month  without  being  released  from 
this  miserable  condition  ;  but  dur- 
ing that  tipie  she  occasionally  re- 
cclrcd  assistance  from  a  female 
lodger  in  the  house,  and  a  little 
girl,  Williamson's  daughter  by  his 
former  wife. 

The  girl  having  once  released  the 
poor  sufferer,  the  inhuman  Tillain 
boat  her  with  great  severity.  When 
the  father  was  abroad,  the  child 
frequently  gave  the  unhappy  woman 
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a  stool  to  stood  apoDi  by  which 
means  her  pain  was  in  some  degree 
abated. 

This  circumstance  being  disco, 
vered  by  Williamson,  he  beat  the 
girl  in  a  most  barbarous  manner, 
and  threatened  that,  if  &lic  again  of- 
fended in  the  same  way,  he  would 
punish  her  with  still  greater  8e?e« 
rity. 

Williamson  released  his  wife  on 
the  Sunday  preceding  the  day  on 
which  she  died  ;  and  at  dinner-time 
cut  her  some  meat,  of  which,  how- 
CFer,  she  ate  only  a  very  small 
quantity.  This  partial  indulgence 
he  supposed  would  pro?e  a  fa?or« 
able  circumstance  for  him  in  case  of 
being  accused  of  murder. 

Ucr  hands  being  greatly  swelled, 
through  the  coldness  of  the  weather 
and  the  pain  occasioned  by  the 
handc\i&,  she  begged  to  be  per- 
mitted to  go  near  the  fire ;  and,  the 
daughter  joining  in  her  request, 
Williamson  complied.  When  she 
had  sat  a  few  minutes,  Williamson, 
obser?ing  her  throwing  the  Teroiin 
that  swarmed  upon  her  clothes  into 
the  fire,  ordered  her  to  ^  return  to 
her  kennel.'  Hereupon  she  vent 
back  to  the  cloBet,  the  door  of 
which  was  then  locked  till  the  next 
day,  when  she  was  found  to  be  in  a 
delirious  state,  in  which  she  con* 
tii.«i.^  till  the  time  of  her  death, 
which  happened  about  two  o'clock 
on  the  Tuesday  morning. 

The  coroner*s  jury  being  sum* 
moned  to  sit  on  the  body,  Mr. 
Barton,  a  surgeon,  of  Redcross 
Street,  who  had  opened  it,  declared 
that  he  was  of  opinion  the  deceased 
had  perished  through  the  want  of 
the  common  necessaries  of  life ;  and, 
other  cfidence  being  adduced  to 
criminate  Williamson,  he  was  com« 
mitted  to  Newgate. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  he  was  broaght  to  trial  be- 
fore Lord  Chief  Baron   Parker: 


and  the  principal  witnesses  against 
him  were  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Cole^ 
and  Mr.  Barton,  the  surgeon  who 
opened  the  body  of  the  deceased. 

The  prisoner's-  defence  was  ez« 
cecdingly  frivolous :  he  said  his 
wife  had  proToked  him  by  tread- 
ing upon  a  kitten,  and  killing  it, 
and  then  turning  up  the  whites  of 
her  eyes. 

It  appeared  that,  from  the  sense 
of  excruciating  pain,  the  eyes  of  the 
deceased  were  frequently  turned 
upwards,  and  her  features  Tiolently 
distorted.  He  had  the  etfrontery 
to  declare  to  the  Court  that  he  had 
not  abridged  his  wife  of  any  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  ;  and,  after  sen- 
tence of  death  was  pronounced,  re. 
fleeted  upon  his  daughter  as  being 
the  cause  of  his  destruction. 

While  the  child  was  giving  her 
evidence  she  wept  bitterly,  and 
showed  CTcry  sign  of  being  greatly 
affected. 

Being  put  into  the  cells,  he  sent 
for  a  clergyman,  and  acknowledged 
that  he  had  treated  his  wife  in  the 
cruel  manner  represented  upon  the 
trial;  adding,  however,  that  he  had 
no  design  of  depriving  her  of  life* 

From  the  time  of  bis  commitment 
to  prison  till  the  time  of  his  execiu 
tion  he  behaved  in  a  very  decent 
and  penitent  manner. 

He  was  con?eyed  to  the  place  of 
execution  in  a  cart,  attended  by  two 
church  clergymen  and  a  methodist 
preacher. 

The  gallows  was  placed  on  the 
rising  ground  opposite  Chiswcil 
Street,  in  Moorfields.  After  he 
had  sung  a  psalm,  and  prayed  some 
time  with  an  appearance  of  great 
devotion,  he  was  turned  ofl",  Ja- 
nuary 19, 1767,  amidst  an  amaiing 
concourse  of  people. 

His  body  was  conveyed  to  Sur- 
geon's Hall  for  dissection,  and  his 
children  were  placed  in  Cripplegate 
workhouse^ 
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Tub  vf-iem  of  .irimpia^  ar 

ii  a  (fipcnce  fo  x  free  Lueutif,  yrt 
k  w  lootf  earrie 
nllj  with  hnpmnitf,  m 

Amov    the    nanvroai 
of  villBini  who  prowl  the 
and   envirQos    of  the   mefmpollaw 
watcfaio^  an  oppairtanitT  to  phiiw 
der,  ore  o  omibrr  of  rmAano^  with 
pertj-oiloered   cockoJcs  in  their 
hats,  aSCiJiZ  Chensel^cfl  recmiHng 
oficen,  wsCchiiig  coontrj  md  en- 
jpurded  jonths,  whom  they  decoy 
rato  pebOe  hoeses,  which  they  have 
in  all  qeartcrt  of  the  town  i  there 
they  ply  them  with  drink,  and  nix 
their  hopef  to  enthniiaflm  by   the 
description  oi  (be  vast  riches  of  the 
East,  until  (hey  get  (hem  sworn  fn, 
as  it  is  called  ;  after  which  scMoa 
any  tb:n;  more  is   heard   of  the 
wretched  dopes.  They  are  hnrrkd 
ma  board  a  ship,  confined  in  a  filthy 
bold  on  scanty  provisions,  and  sent 
to  some  aiifriendly  clime,  which  |:e. 
nenlly  soon  pnts  an  end  to  their 
miseries. 

John  Yooni^  was  one  of  these 
mock  captains.  Ue  had  trepanned 
flenij  Soppet,  an  honest  sailor, 
while  in(oxicatcd,  and  confined  him 
in  a  f  ponging  or  lock-np  house  In 
Chancery  Lane,  with  a  design  tp 
•end  him  to  the  East  Indies. 

When  fober,  Jack,  howcrer, 
made  inch  an  uproar,  that  the  cap. 
tain  was  fain  to  let  go  his  supposed 
prize.  It  did  not  rest  here,  for  the 
tar  instantly  s(ccred  to  the  lord 
^yor,  and  tendered  his  complaint, 
nucqucnce  of  which  the  man- 


hrangbe  ra  tnal  fbr  the  ottevce  at 
Che  11  ■iuna  aft  GuOdhall,  mm  the 
iTtft  of  Aprfty  1707,  aad  foeml 
ftulffy. 

It  b  angnlar  that  Ae    British 
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far,  in  Cart,  wkoC  elM  ii  this 
kbMi  ef  kJinappiBg  ? 

In  Ameikm  k  is  death  to  steid  a 
b«t,iB  Eiq^aiid^ae 
r  committied  npna  a 
white  free  ■■■  is  merd 
able  by  fine  ns  fmpilnmf  f 

The  crimp,  or  mmm^Amm^j 
Yowng,  pleaded  gniltj,  aad  cadca. 
f  ored  to  coien,  the  Coartf  by  a 
mock  paritaaicsal  whiaa  of  contri- 
tion,  iato  BKrcy ;  bat  be  sooa 
foaad  that  he  coaU  not  trick  the 
city  ssagliiiates,  who  ordered  him 
to  be  imprisoned  rn  Newgate  twdve 
conths,  and,  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  to  gfre  security  for  his 
good  behafiour  for  two  years 
more,  himself  in  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  two  sureties  in  fifty 
pounds  each. 

There  was,  along  with  Young, 
another  of  the  crimping  gang, 
named  Edward  Fielding,  brought 
up  to  receire  sentence.  Thb  v3« 
lain,  in  order  to  force  one  of  his 
rictims  to  enlbt  for  the  East  India 
Company's  serrice,  charged  the 
innocent  young  fellow  with  a  rob- 
bery ;  but  the  scheme  was  detected, 
and  Captain  Fielding  reoeited  the 
same  sentence  as  lib  infamous  co-- 
adjutor. 
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Just  as  sentence  was  pronounced 
on  this  brace  of  bullies,  an  o?er. 
droYe  ox  entered  Guildhall,  and 
ran  into  Court,  to  the  great  asto- 
nishment of  judges,  counsel,  jnrf , 
witnesses,  and  the  condemned 
crimps ;  but,  it  is  supposed,  not 
approving  of  his  company,  he 
turned  about,  and  peaceably  de. 
parted,  without  doing  an/  other 
mischief  than  causing  the  effects  of 


terror,  in  a  Ycrj  considerable  de- 
gree,  in  the  whole  Court. 

A  gentleman  passing  by  at  the 
time,  a^d  seeing  a  crowd,  asked  the 
cause.  ^  Nothing,'  replied  a  fellow, 
humorously,  ^  but  an  ox  that  just 
ran  into  Guildhall,  in  a  passion,  to 
lay  a  complaint  before  my  lord 
mayor  of  the  inhumanity  of  Ms 
dri?ers.' 


SAMUEL  ORTON, 

EXECUTED  roa  FORGERY. 


Samuel  Orton  was  a  native  of 
J^ndon.  While  he  was  in  a  state 
of  infancy  his  father  died,  leaving^ 
Mrs.  Orton  in  possession  of  a  hand. ' 
some  fortune.  She  was  a  Pro* 
testant  dissenter,  and  placed  her 
son  under  the  care  of  a  dissenting 
minister,  at  whose  academy  he 
made  some  progress  in  seTcral 
branches  of  learning. 

The  yoong  man  discofered  a 
▼cry  strong  inclination  for  trade ; 
and  he  was  therefore  apprenticed 
to  a  reputable. dealer  In  London, 
to  whom  he  proved  a  faithful  and 
industrioos  servant.  Upon  the  ex- 
piration of  his  apprenticeship  he 
purchased  the  place  of  clerk  to  the 
Court  of  Requests  In  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  which  produced  an 
income  of  aboot  three  hundred 
pounds  a  year. 

He  soon  afterwards  embarked  in 
the  wine  trade,  which  he  success, 
folly  pursued  some  years;  and, 
being  generally  considered  as  a  man 
of  large  propecty,  many  persons, 
who  supported  their  credit  by  the 
circulation  of  notes  of  hand  and 
bills  of  exchange,  applied  for  bis 
indorsements,  knowing  that  his 
name  would  give  their  paper  cur- 
rency ;  and  he  was  so  imprudent 
as  to  make  himself  liable  to  the 
payment  of  fourteen  hundred 
pounds. 


The  persons  with  whom  Mr. 
Orton  had  engaged  in  such  im. 
prudent  connexions  being  declared 
bankrupts,  he  became  answerable 
to  the  holder!  of  the  notes.  Har. 
ing  debts  of  his  own  to  the  amount 
of  nine  hundred  pounds,  and  the, 
notes  for  fourteen  hundred  to  dis. 
charge  within  a  fortnight,  he  form, 
ed  the  resolution  of  committing 
forgery. 

A  friendship  had  long  subsisted 
between  Mr.  Orton  and  a  captain, 
who,  upon  learing  England,  had 
intrusted  him  with  a  letter  of  at- 
torney, authorizing  him  to  receive 
his  pay  and  dividend  of  Bank  stock. 

lie  forged  two  letters  of  attor- 
ney, by  means  of  which  he  received 
a  thousand  pounds  at  the  Bank. 
It  must  be  observed  that  bis  in- 
tention was  not  ultimately  to  de- 
fraud the  captaiui  but  merely  to 
support  his  credit  till  remittances 
from  his  correspondents  should  en- 
able him  to  replace  the  money ; 
and  he  flattered  himself  in  the 
opinion  that  if,  through  disap. 
pointments,  he  should  be  unable  to 
restore  the  property  before  the 
captain's  return,  he  would  readdy 
excuse  his  conduct. 

Captain  Bishop,  being  at  Ports- 
mouth in  August,  1766,  wrote  to 
Mr.  Orton,  meutioning  that  bis 
ship  was  coming  round  to  Wool- 
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vicb,  and  Ihat  he  was  desirous  of 
an  ioterfiew  at  soon  as  possible 
after  liis  arrival.  He  wrote  the 
captain  word  that  he  would  cer- 
tainly meet  him  at  Woolwich ;  and, 
hafing  some  business  to  negotiate 
At  Yarmouth,  he  set  out  on  horse, 
back  for  that  place. 

On  his  return  to  London  he  left 
bii  horse  at  an  inn  near  Charing 
Cross,  and  went  into  St.  James's 
Park,  where  he  accidentally  met 
Captain  Bishop,  whose  ship  had  ar- 
rifed  at  Woolwich  on  the  preceding 
day.  They  supped  together  at  the 
Belle  Sanvage,  on  Ludgate  Hill ; 
and  the  next  day  Mr.  Orton  dined 
with  the  captain  oo  board  his  ship 
at  Woolwich. 

Before  IcaTing  Woolwich,  Mr. 
Orton  intended  to  inform  the  cap* 
tain  of  his  conduct  with  regard  to 
the  money  he  had  received  at  tUb 
Bank  ;  but  he  declined  introducing 
the  subject  upon  learning  that  the 
captain  meant  to  remain  at  Wool- 
wich till  bis  ship  was  cleared, 
which  he  expected  would  not  be 
in  less  than  a  week. 

Mr.  Orton  now  went  a  second 
time  to  Yarmouth,  and,  on  his  re- 
turn in  four  days,  he  found  a  letter 
at  his  house  from  Captain  Bishop, 
signifying  that,  hafing  receiyed  his 
pay,  he  had  more  money  by  him 
than  he  had  occasion  for,  and  there- 
fore desired  Mr.  Orton  to  meet  him 
at  the  Belle  Sauvage,  and  receive  a 
sum  in  order  to  dispose  of  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  be  should  judge 
would  prove  most  advantageous. 
They  met  according  to  appoint* 
ment,  and  Mr.  Orton  was  about 
to  jnention  the  forged  letters  of 
attorney,  u  hen  the  captain  said  be 
was  under  the  necessity  of  immcdi- 
atcly  attending  Admiral  Knowlcs : 
and  they  parted  with  every  ap. 
pcarance  of  friendship,  nuitually 
promising  to  meet  the  following 
Lvening. 


The  next  Bight  be  had  not  been 
in  the  house  where  be  had  ap» 
pointed  to  oyet  Captain  Bishop 
more  than  half  an  boar^  when 
he  was  arrested  for  two  hundred 
pounds  at  the  suit  of  the  captain, 
and  immediately  condncted  to  a 
sponging-bonse.  He  was  the  next 
day  examined  in  the  presence  of 
some  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank, 
and  committed  to  Newgate  in  order 
for  trial. 

The  violent  agitation  of  spirits 
which  this  unfortunate  roan  expe- 
rienced when  he  was  charged  with 
the  commission  of  forgerj  will 
not  admit  of  description.  Being 
brought  to  trial,  his  guilt  was 
proved  by  indisputable  evidenee;^ 
and  he  was  sentenced  to  be  cxe* 
cutcd. 

While  be  remained  in  Newgale 
bis  behaviour  was  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  his  unhappy  circnm- 
stances.  He  was  conveyed  to  the 
place  of  execution  in  n  niouraing- 
coach ;  and,  after  be  had  employe! 
some  time  in  devout  prayer,  the 
sentence  of  the  law  was  put  in 
force,  and  his  body  was  delivered 
to  his  friends. 

Samuel  Orton  was  executed  at 
Tyburn  on  the  14th  of  Jannary, 
1767. 

We  cannot  but  regret  the  fate 
of  this  unfortunate  man,  becaose  it 
is  certain  that  he  was  not  influenced 
by  wicked  motives  to  the  commis- 
sion of  the  fact  for  which  be  for- 
feited his  life ;  but  we  must,  how- 
erer,  acknowledge  that  he  fell  a 
just  victim  to  the  offended  laws, 
which  are  not  to^  rdaxed  in  fa- 
vour  of  individuals,  howerer  ami- 
able their  private  characters,  lest 
their  authority  should  be  impaired. 

Forgery  is  so  dangerous  in  its 
tendency,  and  extensive  in  its  con- 
sequences, that,  even  in  cases  where 
no  actual  injury  is  sustained^  poll- 
tical  reasons  point  out  the  neees- 
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sity  of  inflicting  a  scTerity  of  pu. 
nfshment  upon  those  who  aro  guilty 
of  so  atrocious  a  crime. 

Since  a  disgraceful  death  will  be 


the  almost  inevitable  consequnece, 
let  our  readers  be  warned  against 
having  recourse  to  so  desperate  an 
expedient. 


JOHN  POWER,  OTHERWISE  WINN, 

EXECUTED  POH  PIRACY  ANO  MURDER. 


Tins  malefactor  was  a  native  of 
the  West  of  England,  and  very 
curly  engaged  in  a  seafaring  life, 
serving  on  board  a  ship  %«hich 
sailed  to  the  coast  of  Guinea  on 
the  slave-trade.* 

Captain  Fox  had  the  command 
of  the  vessel,  and,  while  he  was  on 
shore  on  the  African  coast.  Power 
and  several  other  seamen  deter* 
mined  to  seize  the  ship,  and  to  take 
her  to  sea  on  their  own  account 

This  resolutidB^  being  formed, 
they  swore  fidelity  to  each  other ; 
and,  giving  the  name  of  *  Bravo'  to 
the  ship  (which  had  been  called 
the  Polly),  they  sailed  for  the  West 
Indies,  the  command  being  given 
to  Power,  who  now  assumed  the 
title  of  captain. 

The  mate  of  the  ship  exerted 
hii  utmost  influence  to  prevail  on 
Power  to  let  the  real  captain  come 
on  board  before  he  sailed|  and  to 
return  to  his  own  duty ;  but  all 
the  return  that  (he  mate  experi- 
enced for  this  good  advice  was  the 
bali  of  a  pistol  lodged  in  his  shoul* 
der:  Power  fikewise  discharged  a 
ball  through  the  check  of  a  sailor, 
and  wounded  a  second  who  refused 
to  submit  to  his  imperious  com* 
mands. 

Thus  by  violence  becoming  mas. 
ter  of  the  vessel,  he  proceeded  on 
his  voyage  with  a  lading  of  negro 
slaves ;  but  among  the  other  parties 
on  board  was  a  free  negro,  who 
had  remained  as  a  hostage  for  two 


of  his  countrymen ;  and  this  man 
was  employed  in  splitting  wood  for 
firing. 

This  free  negro  frequently  con^ 
versing  with  the  slaves,  tjie  pirates 
conceived  that  they  were  concert* 
ing  plans  to  regain  their  liberty  ; 
for  guilt  is  ever  suspicious. 

One  Robert  Fitzgerald,  an  Irisli. 
man,  was  the  first  who  observed  tl^e 
free  negro  talking  to  the  slaves ; 
and  hiat^ng  hi^.  suspicions  to  Power, 
and  telling  him  to  be  o.n  bj?  guard, 
the  latter,  who  was  a  fellow  of  the 
most  unfeeling  disposition,  caused 
the  poor  man  to  be  tied  to  the  side 
of  the  ship,  where  he  whipped  him 
some  minutes  with  a  cat^*i|ine« 
tails  with  sueh  severity,  that  his 
body  streamed  with  blood,  and  his 
bones  in  some  places  were  visible. 

After  this  severe  chastisement  for 
no  real  offence  Power  took  a  cut- 
lass from  the  hands  of  one  of  the 
sailors  ;  but,  not  thinking  it  sharp 
enough  to  answer  hb  horrid  pur- 
pose, he  directed  that  another 
should  be  brought  him|  with  which 
he  cut.  the  poor  negro  in  several 
places.  Not  contented  with  exer- 
cising this  unprovoked  severity,  he 
directed  Fitzgerald  to  cut  him 
again,  and  the  barbarous  Tillain 
even  exceeded  his  commission.  An- 
other of  the  sailors,  named  Potts, 
likewise  cut  him  in  two  or  three 
places;  and  at  length  Fitzgerald 
completed  the  murder  by  cutting 
off  hb  head)  and  throwing  that, 


*  This  trade,  of  all  others,  is  the  yiost  obnoxious  to  the  feelings  of  buraanitjr,  the  inost 
contrary  to  the  doctrines  of  Christianity ;  kud  it  is  astoni:»hing  that  any  man  can  M\ 
himself  a  Cbristian,  yet  professedJj^  barter  away  tlie  Jives  and  itbcrtioi  of  hb  fellow- 
oteatures  I 
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wiCh  tlwbodj,  ioto  Che  MS ;  thongli 
he  had  do  onler  from  Pover  for 
cmrrjing  ClMaiair  tosoch  eiirr»tjr. 

Tie  horrid  merder  bcinf  thvt 
comoihCed,  they  coBliaved  tlMir 
Toyage  for  the  West  Indict,  where 
they  offined  the  negro  slaves  lo 
sale;  bnt,  a  sospicton  arising  of 
soMe  Illicit  practices,  thejr  thought 
it  prudent  to  depart ;  and,  steering 
their  course  for  North  America, 
they  case  to  anchor  in  the  har- 
boor  of  New  Yorh,  where  most  of 
them  thought  It  prudent  to  con- 
sult their  safety  in  iight ;  but  the 
surgeon  of  the  ship  (who  had  been 
obliged  to  dissemble  his  Indinationf, 
to  sare  his  life)  gave  information 
against  the  murderen,  some  of 
whom  were  taken  into  custody. 

Filigerald  had  made  his  escape ; 
but  Power,  and  a  seaman  named 
Tomlin,  were  sent  to  England, 
where  they  were  brought  to  trial ; 
when  the  latter  was  acquitted  from 
a  variety  of  circumstances  that  arose 
in  exculpation  of  his  crime;  but 
Power,  being  convicted  on  the 
fullest  evidence,  was  sentenced  to 
death  for  the  murder  of  the  negro.] 

After  conviction  his  behaviour 
was  such  at  might  have  been  ex. 
pccted  from  so  hardened  a  wretch, 
— one  who  teemed  to  defy  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  to  be  a  wilful,  a 
deliberate,  murderer. 

This  malefactor  was  hartged  at 
Execution  Dock  on  the  10th  of 
March,  1768. 


Afler  tte  various  mud  repealed 
remarks  we  have  made  on  the 
criases  of  murder  and  piracy,  no- 
thing remains  to  be  said  <ni  the 
present  occasion  but  to  repro. 
bate  in  the  severest  asaniier  the 
practice  of  engaging  in  the  slave- 
trade.  If  a  man  possessed  these 
generous  feelings  by  which  oar  na- 
ture is  said  to  be  distinguished,  he 
could  not  be  induced  to  engage  in 
this  infernal  traffic ;  or,  if  he  did 
engage  in  it,  it  is  impossible  but 
that  his  feelings  must  be  called 
forth,  and  he  would  see  that  his 
life  vras  little  leu  than  continued 
murder. 

We  are  convinced  that  it  auy 
be»  because  it  has  been,  argued, 
that  the  petty  princes  of  Africa 
make  a  practice  of  selling  as  slaves 
such  of  their  countrymen  as  they 
hare  obtained  potsession  of  by 
right  of  conquctt:  but  shall  thb 
be  an  argument  of  any  weight  in 
a  humane.  In  a  Christian  breast? 
Forbid  it  honour!  forbid  it  that 
genuine  philanthropy  which  claims 
the  first  possetsion  of  our  hearts, 
and  gives  ut  a  dittlnction  from  the 
beastt  that  perish ! 

It  it  not  reasonable  to  tuppoie 
that  God  has  made  any  dntinction 
between  his  crcaturet:  why  then 
should  that  distinction  be  made  by 
man— vain,  presumptuous,  man  ? — 
too  fond  of  arrogating  to  himself 
something  more  than  the  attribute 
of  the  l>eity ! 


SARAH  METYARD  AND  SARAU  MORGAN  METYARD, 

EXKCUTKO  FOR  TUB  MUROKRS  OF  PARISU  AFPRXNTICEt. 


A  tiNGLB  year  had  not  elapsed 
since  the  public  example  made  of 
Elizabeth  Brownrigg,  and  to  which 
the  public  indignation  was  yet 
alive,  when  these  two,  if  possible, 
more  cruel  women,  were  torturing 
their  apprentices  to  death. 

Sarah  was  a  milliner,  and    (he 


daughter  her  assistant,  in  Bniton 
Street,  Hanover  Square,  Ijondon. 

In  the  year  1758  the  mother  had 
five  apprentice  girls  bound  to  her 
from  different  parish  workhouses, 
among  whom  were  Anne  Naylur 
and  her  sister. 

A,nne  Naylor,  being  of  a  sickly 
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constitution,  was  not  able  to  do  so 
Biuch  work  as  the  other  appren. 
tices  about  the  same  ago ;  and  there- 
fore she  became  the  more  imine* 
diate  object  of  the  fury  of  the  bar. 
barous  women,  whose  repeated  acts 
of  cruelly  at  length  occasioned  the 
unhappy  girl  to  abscond.  Being 
brought  back,  she  wa^  confined  in 
an  upper  apartment,  and  allowed 
each  day  no  other  sustenance  than 
a  small.picce  of  bread  and  a  little 
water. 

^  Seizing  an  opportunity  of  cscap. 
ipg  from  het  confinement,  she  got 
unperceiyed  into  the  street,  and 
ran  to  a  milk-rarricr,  whom  she 
begged  to  protect  her,  saying,  if 
she  returned,  she  mast  certainly 
perish,  through  the  want  of  food, 
and  severe  treatment  she  daily  re- 
cetred*  Being  soon  missed,  she 
was  followed  by  the  younger  Met- 
yard,  who,  seizing  her  by  the  neck, 
forced  her  into  the  hoase,  and 
threw  her  upon  the  t>ed  in  the  room 
where  she  had  been  confined ;  and 
she  was  then  seize<l  by  the  old 
woman,  who  held  her  down  while 
tbo  daughter  beat  her  with  the 
handle  of  a  broom  in  a  most  cruel 
manner.  They  afterwards  put  her 
Into  a  back  room  ou  the  second 
story,  tying  a  cord  roundher  waist, 
and  her  hands  behind  her,  and  fast- 
ening her  to  the  door  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  it  was  Impossible  for  her 
either  to  sit  or  lay  down.  She  was 
epmpolled  to  remain  in  this  situation 
/or  three  successive  days ;  but  they 
peiwutted  her  to  go  to  bed  at  the 
usual  hours  at  night*  Having  re- 
ceived no  kind  of  nutriment  for 
three  days  and  two  nights,  her 
strength  wm  so  exhausted,  that, 
being  unable  to  walk  up  stairs,  she 
crept  to  the  garret,  where  she  lay, 
on  her  hands  and  feet. 

While  she  remained  tied  up  on 
the  second  floor  the  other  appren* 
ticee  were  ordered  to  work  in  an 


adjoining  apartment,  that  they 
might  bo  deterred  from  disobcdi. 
ence^by  being  witnesses  to  the  un* 
happy  girl's  sufforings;  but  they 
were  enjoined,  on  the  penalty  of 
being  subjected  to  equal  scvcrity>; 
against  alfordiiig  her  any  kind  of 
relief. 

On  the  fourth  day  she  faltered 
in  speech,  and  presently  afterwards 
expired.  The  other  girls,  seeing 
the  whole  weight  of  her  body  sup. 
ported  by  the  strings  which  con- 
fined her  to  the  door,  were  greatly 
alarmed,  and  called  out,  ^  Miss 
Sally  1  Miss  Sally  !  Nanny  does  not 
move.'  The  daughter  now  came 
up  stairs,  saying,  ^  If  she  does  not 
move,  1  will  make  her  move  ;*  and 
then  btuit  the  deceased  on  the  head 
with  the  heel  of  a  shoe. 

Perceiving  no  signs  of  life,  she 
called  to  her  mother,  who  came  up 
stairs,  and,  having  ordered  the 
strings  that  confined  the  dectosed 
to  be  cut,  laid  the  body  across  her 
lap,  and  directed  one  of  the  appren. 
tices  where  to  find  a  bottle  with 
some  hartshorn  drops. 

When  the  child  had  brought  the 
drops,  she  and  the  other  girls  were 
ordered  to  go  down  stairs  ;  and  the 
mother  and  daughter,  being  con- 
vinced that  the  object  of  their  bar- 
barity was  dead,  conveyed  the  body 
into  the  garret.  They  related  to 
the  other  apprentices  that  Nanny 
had  been  in  a  fit,  but  was  perfectly 
recovered,  adding,  that  she  was 
locked  into  the  garret  lest  she 
should  again  run  away ;  and,  in  or- 
der to  give  an  air  of  plausibility  to 
their  tale,  at  noon  the  daughter 
carried  a  plate  of  meat  up  stairs, 
saying  it  was  for  Nanny's  dinner. 

They  locked  the  body  of  the  de. 
ceased  in  a  box  on  the  fourth  day 
after  the  murder;  an'J,  having 
left  the  garret  door  open,  and  the 
stceet  door  on  the  jar,  one  of  the 
apprentiow  wnstoid  to  call  Nanny 
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dowD  to  dinner,  and  to  fdl  her 
ih%t,  if  the  voald  promifC  to  l>ehave 
well  in  fatore,  the  would  be  no 
longer  confined.  Upon  the  retnm 
of  the  child  she  said  Nanny  was 
mot  aboTe  itairs ;  and,  after  a  great 
parade  in  searching  every  part  of 
the  house,  they  reflected  u|)on  her 
as  being  of  an  nntractable  dii posi- 
tion,  and  pretended  that  she  had 
ran  a«ay. 

The  sister  of  the  deceased,  who 
was  apprenticed  to  the  same  inhn. 
man  mistress,  mentioned  to  a  lodger 
in  the  house  that  she  was  persuaded 
her  sister  was  dead  ;  observing  that 
it  was  not  probable  she  bad  gone 
away,  since  her  shoes,  shift,  and 
other  parts  of  her  apparel,  still  re- 
mained in  the  garret. 

The  suspicions  of  this  gt^oom- 
ing  to  the  knowledge  of  the  inhu- 
man wretches,  they,  with  a  view  of 
prcTcnting  a  discovery,  cruelly 
murdered  her«  and  secreted  the 
body. 

The  body  of  Anne  remained  in 
the  box  two  months,  during  which 
time  the  garret  door  was  kept 
locked,  lest  the  offensive  smell 
should  lead  to  a  discovery.  The 
stench  became  so  powerful  that 
they  judged  it  prudent  to  remove 
the  remains  of  the  unhappy  victim 
of  their  barbarity ;  and,  therefore, 
in  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  De- 
cember,  they  cut  the  body  in 
pieces,  and  tied  the  head  and  trunk 
up  In  one  cloth,  and  the  limbs  in 
another,  excepting  one  hand,  a 
finger  belonging  to  which  had  been 
amputated  before  death,  and  that 
they  resolved  to  bum. 

When  the  apprentices  were  gone 
to  bed  the  old  woman  put  the 
hand  into  the  fire,  saying  *  The  fire 
tells  no  tales.'  She  Intended  en. 
tirely  to  consume  the  remains  of 
the  unfortunate  girl  by  fire ;  bnt, 
fearing  the  smell  would  give  rise  to 
suspicion,  changed  that  design^  and 


taking  the  bandies  to  Che  golly, 
hole  in  Chick  Line,  endeavored  to 
throw  the  parts  of  the  mangled 
corpse  over  the  wall  into  the  com. 
men  sewer ;  but,  being  unable  to 
effect  that,  she  left  them  among 
the  mod  and  water  that  wai  col. 
lecti'd  before  the  grate  of  the 
sewer. 

Some  pieces  of  the  body  being 
discovered  about  twelve  o^dock  by 
the  watchman,  he  nentioned  the 
circumstance  to  the  constaMft  of 
the  night.  The  constable  applied 
to  one  of  the  overseers  of  tlie  pa- 
rish, by  whose  direction  the  parts 
of  the  body  were  collected,  and 
taken  to  the  watch.hoose.  On  the 
following  day  the  matter  was  com- 
nnnicatcd  to  Mr.  Umfreville,  the 
coroner,  who  examined  the  pieers 
fonnd  by  the  watchman ;  but,  sup- 
posing them  to  be  parts  of  a  corpse 
taken  from  a  churchyard  for  the 
ose  of  some  surgeon,  he  dedlned 
ssmmoning  a  jury. 

Four  years  elapsed  before  the 
dbcovery  of  these  horrid  murders, 
which  at  length  happened  In  the 
following  manner :— Continaal  dis- 
agreements prcvuled  between  the 
mother  and  daughter ;  and,  thoogK 
the  latter  was  now  arrived  at  the 
age  of  maturity,  she  was  often  beat, 
and  otherwise  treated  with  seve- 
rity. Thus  provoked,  she  some- 
times threatened  to  destroy  herself, 
and  at  others  to  give  information 
against  her  mother  as  a  morderer. 

About  two  years  after  the  mar« 
ders  a  gentleman  of  the  nyne  of 
Rooker  took  lodgings  in  the  house 
of  Metyard,  where  he  lived  «boBt 
three  months,  during  which  time 
he  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
observing  the  seyerity  with  whieh 
the  girl  was  treated. 

He  hired  a  house  In  Hill  Street, 
and,  influenced  by  compassion  for 
her  sufferings,  and  desirous  of  re. 
lieving  her  frtmi  the  tyranny  ef  her 
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mother,  ho  in?ited  the  girl  to  I  We 
in  his  family  in  the  capacity  of  a 
servant ;  which  oiTer  shfe  cheerfully 
embraced,  though  her  mother  had 
many  times  Tiolcntly  opposed  her 
desire  of  going  to  service. 

The  girl  had  no  sooner  removed 
to  Mr.  Rookcr's  house  than  the 
old  woman  became  perfectly  out. 
fageous;  and  it  was  almost  her 
constant  daily  practice  to  create 
disturbances  in  Mr.  Rooker's 
neighbourhood, by  Tenting  the  most 
bitter  execrations  against  the  girl, 
and  branding  her  with  the  most 
opprobrious  epithets. 

Mr.  Rooker  removed  to  Ealing, 
to  reside  on  a  little  estate  bequeathed 
him  by  a  relation  ;  and,  having  by 
this  time  seduced  the  girl,  she  ac- 
companied him,  and  lived  with  him 
professedly  in  the  character  of  his 
mistress. 

The  old  woman's  visits  were  not 
less  frequent  at  Ealing  than  they 
had  been  at  Mr.  Rooker's  bouse  in 
Ix>ndon ;  nor  was  her  behaviour 
less  outrageous.  At  length  Mr. 
Rooker  permitted  her  to  be  ad- 
mitted  into  the  house,  imagining 
that  such  indulgence  would  induce 
her  to  preserve  a  decency  of  bcha. 
viourj  but  he  was  disappointed, 
for  she  still  continued  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  his  family. 

On  the  gth  of  June,  176^,  she 
beat  her  daughter  in  a  terrible 
manner;  and. during  the  conten. 
tion  many  expressions  were  uttered 
by  both  parties  that  gave  great  un- 
easiness to  Mr.  Rooker.  The  mo. 
ther  called  Mr.  Rooker  *  the  old 
perfumed  tea  dog ;'  and  the  girl 
retorted  by  saying,  ^  Remember, 
mother,  you  are  the  perfumer ;  you 
are  the  Chick  Lane  ghost,'  allud- 
ing to  the  body  of  Anne  Naylqr 
having  been  kept  in  the  box  till  it 
became  intolerably  o(fensi?e,  and 
then  thrown  among  the  mud  and 
water  in  Chick  Laoe. 


The  mother  having  retired,  Mr. 
Rooker  urged  the  girl  to  explain 
what  was*  meant  to  be  insinuated 
by  the  indirect  accusations  intro. 
duced  by  both  parties  in  the  course 
of  the  dispute;  and,  bursting  into 
tears,  she  confessed  the  particulars 
of  the  murders,  begging  that  a  tc. 
cret  so  materially  affecting  her 
mother  might  never  be  divulged. 

Mr.  Rooker  imagined  that  the 
daughter  could  not  be  rendered 
amenable  to  the  law,  as  she  per- 
formed her  share  in  the  murders  by 
the  direction  of  her  mother ;  but 
we  pretend  not  to  say  that  he 
would  have  suppressed  the  disco. 
Tery,  had  he  supposed  that  making 
the  horrid  transaction  public  would 
have  endangered  the  girl's  life.  Mr. 
Rooker  wrote  concerning  the  af- 
fair to  the  overseers  of  Tottenham 
parish,  whence  the  girls  were  put 
out  apprentice ;  in  consequence  of 
which  the  elder  Metyard  was  taken 
into  custody.    - 

On  the  day  of  the  examination 
Mr.  Rodker,  the  younger  Met- 
yard, and  two  children,  apprentices 
in  the  house  when  the  murders 
were  committed,  attended  at  Sir 
John  Fielding's  house  in  Bow 
Street.  The  CTidence  against  the 
prisoner  left  no  doubt  of  her  guilt, 
and  she  was  committed  to  New 
Prison,  Clerkenwell,  for  re-exami- 
nation ;  and  the  girls  were  put  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  OTcrseers 
of  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square. 

Upon  the  prisoner  being  exa- 
mined a  second  time  she  was  re- 
manded for  trial ;  and,  some  cir- 
cumstances having  arisen  to  crimi* 
nate  the  daughter,  she  was  ordered 
to  stand  at  the  bar ;  and,  the  evi- 
dence against  her  being  recapitu- 
lated on  oath,  she  was  committed 
to  the  Gate  House. 

On  the  trials  of  these  offenders, 
which  came  on  at  the  ensuing  Old 
Bailey  ScMions,  they  bitterly  re- 
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TW    %amm£tr   liefjari     picided 

f  ■■nrrf.  vko  pr». 
tjkat  ike  ra   aoc  viik 
after  vUdi  tker  were  botk 
to  be  executed  oa  tbe 
follovBg  Moadaj,  aad  tbca  co  be 
ifvjed  to    Wnecou*  Hall  for 


Tbe  Botber  bdcg  is  a  £t  vLen 
ibe  vas  pot  ioio  tbe  can,  »be  I ij  at 
ber  Icv^  till  ibe  cane  to  tbe  piaee 
of  exerodoB,  vbea  ibe  «as  niicd 
Bp,  aod  Beaos  veie  nsed  for  ber 
ivoofcffjy  bot  witboat  eflect,  «o 
tbat  ibe  dcfiarted  tbis  life  ia  a  itate 
of  ioflnuibilitj.     From  tbe  time  of 


l«ivbu  Nc«$aie  to  tbe  momnt  of 
ber  dtsMzk  tbe  daa^bter  wept  meet. 
iiasijj.  It  M  trae  sbe  joiaed  the 
OftfiaafT  ■  prajer  ;  bet  svcb  was 
tbe  dktncted  itate  of  bcr  mind* 
tbat  tbcR  B  bol  too  macb  reason 
fo  fear  tbat  ibe  died  wHboat  tbaC 
■Mere  icpraCaaoe  wbicb  aiooe  can 
aicft  tbe  terrible  decree  dcnonnced 
acaiatt  tbose  vbo  impkMuljr  ano. 
gaie  to  tbcaselfes  tbe  power  of 
tbe  Almigblj,  acd  imbrae  tbair 
band*  in  tbe  blood  of  innoceaoe. 
Tbejr  were  cxccatcd  at  Tjbem 
Julj  tbe  I9tb,  1708.  AflerteBg. 
in^  tbe  a^aal  time  tbe  bodiei  were 
convcjed  ia  a  bearse  to  SargooM* 
Uall.  vbcre  tbej  vera  espoied  to 
tbe  cariocitj  of  tbe  pabUe,  and 
then  disscciei). 


JOHN  mk:loud, 

CZGCTTEO  FOa  THE  HCRDEa  OF  HB.  STODDASD. 

MHJlond  cbose  tbe  bigbway  for 
tbifl  parpofe ;  and,  aceompaaied  bf 
another  stripling,  who  escaped  jas- 
tice,  on  the  16  th  of  October,  1768, 
sallied  oat,  armed  with  kniwes  and 
bladgeoni,  on  the  road  leadi^  to 
Islington. 

The  first  unhappy  pasteiiger 
whom  the/  met  was  Mr,  Stoddard, 
keeper  of  Clerkenwell  Bridewdl, 
retaraing  to  the  prison  from  fsliag- 
ton— a  man  of  rcsolntion,  and  tbe 
keeper  of  robbers. 

He  resisted  iheir  attack,  and 
would  hare  secured  them  both,  had 
they  not  drawn  their  knires,  and 
stabbed  him  many  times,  «ben  he 
fell,  and  the  rillains  ran  off,  after 
iiOing  his  pockets. 

The  nnfortnnate  roan  died  of  his 
wounds  on  the  18th. 

M^Cloud  alone  was  apprehended, 
and,  nntaoght  in  villainy,  confessed 
his  crime ;  that  it  was  his  first  at- 
tempt to  do  a  diihonest  act ;  and 
that  the  murder  was  involuntary, 
for  that  neither  his  companion  nor 
himiclfhad  any  such  intent.     He 


Thoccb  tbe  crime  for  which 
■nfortaaaie  yontb  justly  saiered 
was  of  tbe  deepest  dye,  yet  bb  eie. 
cation    ezdted  much    commisera- 
tion. 

He  was  not  twenty  years  of  age 
when  he  met  his  untimely  and  igno- 
mlnioBs  death,  and  was  apprentice 
to  a  glazier ;  bat  he  gare  way  to 
tbat  fatal  habit  to  all  apprentices  of 
attending  public  houses  when  his 
master*s  basiness  was  done  for  the 
day ;  when  evil  example  soon  caused 
bim  to  throw  off  almost  all  restraint, 
and  he  was  frequently  seen  intoxi- 
cated when  he  should  have  been  at 
work. 

Thb  kind  of  life,  every  one 
knows,  is  supported  at  no  little 
cost;  and  the  lost  youth  is  soon 
driven  to  some  dishonest  practice, 
in  order,  for  a  short  time,  to  keep 
up  the  enticing,  but  fatal,  career  he 
has  begun. 

Their  first  plunder  is  too  often 
upon  thcii^  mutcrs,  because  it  is 
done  with  less  danger,  and  fre- 
quently without  mistrust. 


Swdh  IfwA-w 


EFRIfDEKIC  LOUD  DALTlMOili:,  HUZAQETH  GRIF. 
FENBUllG,  AND  ANNE  lIAftVEY, 
erOKMER  TKIED  von  COMHlTTlNr.  A  HAl'E  OH  BAIIAU  WOOnCOCS,  AND 
THE  TWg  LATTEK  AS  ACCESSORIES  BEI'ORG  THE  FACT. 
TnoDca  conticlion  did  nut  (ol-     cert,  wlio  was  proinolcd  to  ilic  di% 
V    the  tfiils  of  Ihiisc   prcaomtd     greu  oT  a  peer  of  Ireland  by  King 
au'eodars,  it  ii   our  duly  to  state     Jamti  1.  from  whom  he  received 
the  atfwr  us  it  was  traiiBmiltid  to     tliu  'grant  of  an  immcniii  tract  of 
the  public  at  (he  lime.  lanil  in  America,  which  has  sinc< 

Frederic    Lord    Bxltimurc    was     borne  the  name  of  Maryland. 
........  .      .   gjjd^Qfjij  faihri-   had   ■ 
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f.,f  h';  wui  •  f  «sj  .  >f:  :  iir.  in 

po«- 

vest 


Iliv  1  if  'j'u'i^*  nuf'tttii  the*  i!aa;h. 

Iii.l  wan  •  irttUififtiy  u[iha|--v  in 
fh**  nu;>tial  roBiiciion.  '  •*  ;.^  to 
111*  uiibttuMW'i  jftiiaihufiit  *  i  At}- 
rrtcn.  In  fact,  hU  paiSfi'*:*  fur  the 
^«-x  Has  s«»  illitMrral  a:ui  «-.i  siro«». 
fhaf  hi*  hoiifc  had  th<*  a(  juarj.  c? 
of  a  Toik:»h  feragiiu  ratlicr  (han 
that  of  an  KngiUhmaii  of  f'lr'.uno  : 
nor  was  it  reputable  for  any  «^  oinan 
of  character  to  have  entcnd  wiihin 
hii  walN. 

fjTird  lialliinorc,  tliiring  hi§  resi- 
dence abroad,  tailed  from  Nai^Ies 
to  Constantiiioplf,  \%hpre  hn  »aiv 
and  admired  the  rii^tom^  of  the 
Turk*;  and  on  lii^  ruhirn  to  VLuZ" 
land,  in  1760,  he  canned  a  pirt  of 
his  house  to  be  taken  down,  and 
rebuilt  in  the  form  of  a  Turkish 
harem.  He  kept  a  number  of  wo- 
men,  who  had  rules  gircn  them  by 
which  io  regulate  their  conduct; 
and  he  had  agents,  to  procure  him 
fresh  faccf,  in  diflerent  parts  of 
the  town. 

Elizabeth  GiilVenburg,  wife  of 
Dr.  Griffcn burg,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  Anne  Harvey,  auonian 
of  low  education,  were  two  of  the 
parties  employed  by  Lord  Balti- 
more in  hii  irregular  designs  on  the 
sex. 

In  \ovcmbci',  17C7,  Mrs.  Har. 
vey  told  his  lordship  that  a  youug 
lady  named  Woodcock,  who  was 
very  hand'-omr,  kept  a  milliner's 
shop  on  Tower  Hill.  Prompted 
by  curio&ity,  and  a  still  more  ig- 


?'t.'^  a.-k-.i  &t.r  1.  «  .^  «a«k2  afieod 
hiai  ?a  tae  plav  :  bat  thb  sbe  d«- 
rilac'Jf  kaf  ia£  never  beeo  at  a  play 
;jk  Bcr  life  :  and.  aa  the  k^  been 
IsTtA  up  amoa^  that  rici^  lert  of 
dissenters  caiitni  IndcpeBdrnts,  she 
ha^i  beer,  ra'^^at  tt»  consider  ihi-a- 
I ritual  diier&iaa.c  a«  inoaaipauMe 
u',-:,  iht!  Ju'.ks  of  L  hri«tlaniiv. 
>oiBC  iiae  atierwafda  LoiU  Ba^- 


ti'Ti'ire  vtrQC  lia»iuy  into 
W  o>>Jcock'»  shop,  safia^  tbat  he 
had  bccD  »piashrd  by  aaii  fraoi 
a  hackneT-Ci^acb.  This  was  bo- 
liced  by  the  younc  lady*  who  ei. 
pressed  bcr  furprbc  that  be  coaid 
be  »o  near  the  C4>ach  as  to  sec,  bat 
not  avoid  it.  He  aa»wered,  ^  I 
was  thinking  of  you.  Mm  ;*  but 
she  paid  no  regard  to  this  coa- 
plimcnt,  as  she  considered  bim  as 
a  neighbour,  and  a  married  man. 

At  length  Lord  Etaltimore  and 
his  agents  had  completi-d  the  oat- 
lines  of  the  ungenerous  plan  which 
they  had  determioed,  if  pomble, 
to  carry  into  execution.  Bin. 
Harvey,  going  to  Miss  Woodcock's 
shop  on  the  14th  of  December,  be- 
spoke a  pair  of  laced  rnfflflPy  which 
she  desired  might  be  made  «p  against 
the  next  day,  for  the  oio  of  a  lady, 
who  might  Iw  a  good  customer  if 
she  was  not  disappointed,  as  she 
was  fond  of  encouraging  persons 
who  were  young  in  trade. 

On  the  following  day  Mrs.  Har- 
vey called  and  paid  for  the  ruffles, 
and,  having  ^ven  orders  for  tome 
other  articles,  desired  that  they 
might  be  brought  to  her  house  m 
the  Curtain  Road,  near  Holywell 
Mount,  Shoreditch,  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day. 

At  the  time  appointed  Misa 
Woodcoik  went  to  the  house, 
where  Mrs.  UarvejP  received  her 
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politely,  and  desired  hei*  to  drink 
lea;  but  as  the  days  were  short, 
and  as  the  had  no  friend  to  attend 
tier,  she  expressed  ber  wish  to  de. 
dine  the  inTitation.  During  their 
oonrersation  one  Isaac  Isaacs,  a 
Jew,  came  into  the  house,  and, 
ha?ing  paid  his  respects  to  Mrs. 
HarTey,  said  he  was  going  to  the 
play.  Hereupon  Mrs,  Harvey 
said  ^  I  was  going  to  attend  a  lady 
witb  some  millinery  goods;'  and 
then  to  Isaacs,  ^  This  is  the  lady  I 
was  speaking  to  you  of;'  then 
again  to  Miss  Woodcock,  ^  I  would 
be  glad  you  would  go  with  mc; 
tbe  lady  wants  a  great  many  things, 
and  will  be  a  very  good  customer  to 
you.*    ■ 

Isaacs  now  obser? ed,  that,  as  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  haTe  a 
coach,  he  could  set  them  both  down 
at  the  lady's  ho  use.  This  was  ob. 
jected  to  by  Miss  Woodcock,  on 
account  of  her  dress ;  but  this  ob^ 
jecttoQ  was  o?er ruled  by  Mrs.  Har. 
refj  who  said  that  circumstance 
coald  not  ha?e  any  weight  with  the 
lady  they  were  about  to  attend. 

At  this  time  Lord  Baltimore's 
ooach  was  waiting  In  the  neighbour. 
bood ;  and  Isaacs,  going  out  under 
the  pretence  of  calling  a  coach, 
gtfe  directions  for  drawing  it  to 
the  door.  This  being  done,  the 
parties  got  Into  it ;  bat  Miss  Wood- 
cock did  not  obserrc  whether  it 
was  a  hackney-coach  or  not. 

The  coachman  drore  at  a  great 
rate;  the  glasses  were  drai^n  up, 
aed  at  length  they  arrived  in  the 
coert-yard  of  a  house,  apparently 
that  of  a  person  of  fashion.  Mrs. 
Harvey  took  Miss  Woodcock  up 
stairs  throogh  a  suite  of  rooms  ele« 
gtaatly  fnmbhed,  in  one  of  which 
ahe  saw  an  elderly  man  sitting, 
whom  she  afterwards  knew  to  be 
Dr.  Grifleoburg,  who  politely  de- 
shred  lier  to  repose  herself,  while 


he  informed  the  lady  of  the  honsi 
of  her  arrival. 

Dr.  Griffcnburg  had  not  been 
long  absent  when  Lord  Baltimoro 
entered ;  and  Miss  Woodcock  was 
much  alarmed  when  she  discovered 
that  he  was  the  very  person  who 
had  repeatedly  been  at  her  shop  ; 
but  he  desired  her  to  be  appeased, 
saying  that  ho  was  steward  to  tho 
hidy  on  whom  she  was  come  to  at- 
tend. Miss  Woodcock  desired  that 
she  might  immediately  sec  the  lady ; 
on  which  Lord  Baltimore  said  ho' 
would  fctch^her;  and,  soon  after, 
wards  bringing  in  Mrs.  Griffeu- 
burg,  said  that  she  was  the  lady  who 
had  ordered  the  millinery  goods. 

Orders  were  now  given  for  tea ; 
and,  when  the  equipage  was  taken 
from  the  table,  l^ord  Baltimore 
brought  fVom  another  room  somo 
purses,  a  ring,  some  smelling-bot- 
tles, and  other  articles,  which  he 
said  ho  had  purchased  for  Miss 
Woodcock.  She  seemed  to  despise 
the  trifles,  which  she  intimated 
might  have  pleased  her  well  enough 
when  a  child. 

As  the  evening  advanced,  sho 
seemed  importunate  to  depart,  say- 
ing that  her  friends  would  become 
uneasy  at  her  long  absence  ;  but  at 
this  time  she  had  no  idea  of  being 
forcibly  detained. 

To  divert  her  from  the  thought 
of  departing.  Lord  Baltimore  took 
her  to  view  several  apartments  in 
the  house.  On  their  coin  ing  into  one 
of  which,  where  there  was  a  harpsi- 
chord, he  proposed  to  play  a  tunc 
on  that  instrument  to  the  young 
lady ;  and,  when  he  had  90  done, 
and  she  became  still  more  anxioas 
to  depart,  he  insisted  that  she* 
should  stay  to  supper,  and  gave  w 
private  intimation  to  Mrs.  Griflen 
burg  to  make  the  necessary  pre* 
paratioos. 

Mn,  Griflenbiirg  ]being  retired. 
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L^4  fofckwm  f<Mk  Mm  fTaad-    in«  fcs  te  bar 

Mi4  Mkitf*d  u^  her  ia  a   nunai^r    fiirced  osr  finn  dus  wimfiMr,  o^ 

verf  mava-i'mtemt  m'yrh  the  rnltn  4^    bnaSn^  har  wbtk  vbat  die^p  aOad 

dmncf^     O*  Imt  A«kai«  fiol«snt    z  re|BClfiaa  «f  bar  ipamt  (brtenc^ 

•fifiMfUM^  ti>  thisi  HUttiC,  Dr.  Gr^.    aoti  ««inDf  fliiMfni  b  «»hippf 

tmkmf%  $mA  Mn.  H^ney  ad^xicei,    a  iihiiiffaM. 

M  ir  to  M«t  Ui  iMdship ;  bat  *hs         Bev  rw^j  m^  that  ^  I&k  fbr. 

e«»f<»f<4  the  «a£f€r  widi  cJie»  siU     (■■■e  cfe  hm  psflOKii  liiaaM  m&k 

aMri,  iMC-mg  her  «aj  ti>«an£i  di« 

tf/>or,  ilcdared  r]feU  iW  voaki  $o 

base  t— Mrfbrdj  :  jet  still  it  tfo«9 

•44  spipcar  tiut  ili«  bad  vkj  *m^ 

CJiBiit  va«  afc«rvardt  oAfred  k«r. 

After  diii,  LAfd  bieioMre  oi. 
•Mlal  OS  k*r  nctui^  «itli  kia  ai 
M^prr;    b«t  ker    mamd  w   too 
M^  Huom^omtd  to  admit  of  ber 
tUokinf  of  takiof  aoj    refmk. 
mtmU     He  oiercd  ker  a  gfaM  of    o^dock.  Skcrcffiei 
•jflakafc;  b«t  ikc  beat  it  oot  of    go  ko«e  dircctij,  as  her 
Uskaody  aodraotovardf  tkedoor,     particaUilj  ker  fatkcvi,  vooU  be 
witk  aa  iaicatioo  to  kare departed:    ioezpronbljr  aaii 
bat  ke  toU  ker  it  vat  late;  tkat    of  kerabicKe. 
BO  eoack  wai  tkcs  to  be  procaied ;         Lord  BalliaM>fe  aov  coodacted 


aad  at  Icoftk  laid  potidfclj  tkat    ker  down  itairs,  and  ordered  break, 
ike  fkoaUl  aot  go  booe.  Ut^i ;  bat  tbe  refascd  to  cat,  aad 


Or.  Griflenborg,  with  bis  wife,  wept ioceauoUj  till  twelreo^dock, 

and  Mrt.  Harrej,  bow  endear orcd  wkco  ske  oace  aore  dfiaded  ker 

Co  pre? ail  on  the  yoang  ladj  to  go  libcrtj.    His  lordskip  aow  said  ikat 

to  bed ;  bot  ibe  dedarcd  tkat  ske  ke  lorcd   ker  to  emoeK ;   tkat  ke 


would  never  sleep  io  tkat  hoase.  covld  not  part  witk  ker ;  tkat  ke 

On  this  tbejr  condoclcd  ker  to  a  did  not  intend  anj  injorj  to  ker, 

rooni,  io  which  ihej  went  to  bed :  and  tkat  ke  woald   write-  to  ker 

bot  ske  continoed  walking  aboat  fatker:  and  on  tkiskewrotea  let* 


till  the  morning,  and  lamenting  ker  ter,  of  whick  tke  following  is  a 

unhappy  titaation.  copjr ;  and  in  It  sent  a  bankiOiotc 

Ixioking    oat    of    the    window  of  two  hundred  pounds : — 
about  eight  o*clock,  she  observed  a         ^  Your  daughter  S^lly  sends  jov 

young   woman  passing,   to  whom  the  enclosed,  and  desires  yon  will 

she  threw   out  her   handkerchief,  not  be  uneasy  on  her  account,  be* 

which  was  then  heavy  witk  tears,  cause  every  thing  will  tarn  oat  well 

As  the  party  did  not  see  her,  she  with  a  little  patience  and  prudence, 

called  out   ^  Young  woman !'  on  She  is  at  a  friend's  house  safe  and 

which  the  other  made  a  motion  as  well,  in  all  honesty  and  honour; 

if  she  would  fling  ihc  handkerchief  nothing  else  is  meant,  you  may  de- 

within  the  rails.  pend  on  it ;  and,  sir,  as  yoar  pre- 

A§  Miss  Woodcock  called  to  the  sence  and  consent  are  necessary,  we 

woman,  with  an  intention  of  send*  beg  of  you  to  come,  in  a  private 
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manner,  to  Mr.  Richard  Smith's, 
in  Broad  Street  Buildings.' 

Lord  Baltimore  showed  this  let- 
ter io  Miss  Woodcock  ;  but  so 
greatly  was  her  mind  dbturbed, 
that  she  knew  little  of  its  contents  ; 
and  so  exceedingly  was  she  terri- 
fied, that  she  wrote  the  following 
words  at  the  bottom,  by  his  direc- 
tion :  ^  Dear  father,  this  is  true, 
and  should  be  glad  you  would  come 
this  afternoon  : From  your  du- 
tiful daughter.' 

After  wjriting  the  above  post- 
sript,  she  appears  to  hare  been 
con? inced  of  the  impropriety  of  it, 
and,  turning  to  his  lordship,  she 
said  ^  Can  you  look  me  in  the  face, 
and  say  that  your  name  Is  Richard 
Smith,  or  that  these  are  Broad 
Street-  Buildings?'  Struck  with 
guilt,  he  acknowledged  his  name 
was  not  Richard  Smith,  but  said 
that  gentleman  li?ed  within  a  few* 
doors ;  and  that  the  place  was  not 
the  Broad  Street  Buildings  in  the 
city,  but  another  of  the  same  name 
at  the  west  end  of  the  town. 

She  now  wept  incessantly  at  the 
thought  of  her  unhappy  situation, 
and  repeatedly  begged  for  her  li- 
berty ;  but,  no  sooner  did  she 
presume  to  go  towards  the  win. 
dow  to  make  her  distress  evident 
to  any  casual  passenger,  than  one 
or  other  of  the  women  forced  her 
away; 

At  length  Mrs.  Griffenburg  gave 
orders  that  the  window  should  be 
nailed  up;  but  Lord  Baltimore 
came  in  at  the  juncture,  and  pre- 
tended to  be  very  angry  at  this 
proceeding,  lest  it  should  be  sus- 
pected that  murder  was  intended  to 
be  committed  in  the  house.  His 
lordship  then  told  Miss  Woodcock 
that  if  she  presomed  to  pull  up  the 
windows,  or  make  any  disturbance, 
be  would  throw  her  into  the  street ; 
a  circamstance  by  which  she  was 
greatly  terrified. 


This  happened  at  the  approach 
of  night,  and  she  continued  weep- 
ing and  lamenting  her  situation, 
and  refused  to  take  any  refresh- 
ment at  supper.  When  desired  to 
go  to  bed,  she  refused  to  do  so,  un- 
less Lord  Baltimore  would  solemnly 
promise  not  to  molest  her.  On 
this  she  spent  the  night  walking 
about  the  room,  while  the  two  wo- 
men who  were  appointed  to  guard 
her  went  to  bed.- 

In  the  morning  she  went  into 
a  parlour,  where  Lord  Baltimore 
waiting  on  her,  she  endeavored  to 
represent  his  ill  conduct  in  the  most 
striking  light,  and  begged  that  if  he 
had  the  tei^derness  of  a  father  for  a 
child  he  would  permit  her  to  depart. 
IJe  said  that  she  might  write  io  her 
father,  which  she  did  ;  and,  fearful 
of  giving  ofience,  said  that  she  had 
been  treated  ^  with  as  much  honour 
as  she  could  expect,  and  begged  her 
friends  would  come  immediately.' 
Lord  Balfimore  was  now  out  of 
the  room ;  but  the  women  told 
Miss  Woodcock  that  his  lordship 
had  sent  two  hundred  pounds  to 
her  father  on  the  preceding  day* 
She  seemed  amazed  at  this  circum* 
stance,  which  appears  to  be  a  proof 
of  the  anxiety  of  her  mind  at  the 
time  the  letter  was  written. 

Soon  after  this  a  ser? ant  came  in 
with  a  letter  as  from  the  presamcd 
Richard  Smith.  It  was  written  in 
a  language  she  did  not  understand ; 
but  Lord  Baltimore  pretended  to 
explain  it  to  her,  saying  it  inti. 
malted  that  her  father  had  been  at 
Mr.  Smith's,  but  would  not  wait 
while  she  was  sent  for. 

In  order  to  carry  on  the  imposi- 
tion, his  lordship  sent  for  a  man 
who  personated  the  supposed  Mr. 
Smith ;  but  Miss  Woodcock  was 
soon  convinced  that  h6  had  never 
seen  her  father,  from  the  unsatis. 
factory  answeri  that  he  gave  to  her 
inquiries. 


:i^. 
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a  tuue,  «iii-t  die  prtltaidod  Mr. 
Smiib  and  JMn.  UarTcj  danced  to 
tbc  music ;  but  io  ttic  intra s  tia»e 
Miki  Woudcock  va*  torakaiU'd  hj 
a  thuuifaDd  cooiiictiui;  pahuoat. 
Sbc  vas  liieu  tbuva  «ciBke  fine 
paiotin^f  hi  tLc  rooB,  one  of 
which  beinf  thit  of  a  fhip  id  dis* 
Um$f  fthe  fiaid  it  bore  a  freat  re. 
aemblaooe  to  htr  own  anfaappj 
fiituation. 

Then  the  inaii  calUd  Sxrith  vas 
dccirrd  b)  Lord  Biltixore  tu  drav 
Mrn  Woodcock*?  picture;  and  he 
iof taoUj  pullcil  out  ■  pencil,  and 
made  the  draviog,  while  the  yonog 
lad/  rat  in  a  poiinre  of  extrejnc 
grief  and  df  jecUon. 

At  midnight  Mr.  Bron^hton,  hu 
lord»hip*s  fteward.  brought  intelli* 
gence  that  Isaacs,  the  Jew,  haviag 
offered  a  It- Mer  to  Miss  \Vcioc1cocX*f 
father,  wai  itopped  till  he  Fhould 
giTc  an  account  where  the  voung 
lad  J  Mai  secreted.  Ix^rd  Balti. 
more  was,  or  affect ciI  to  bi%  in  a 
tiolent  passion,  and  rowed  rcngc- 
ance  against  (he  father;  but  in  the 
interim  the  Jew  entered,  and  deli- 
Tcred  a  letter  which  he  pretended 
to  hare  received  from  Miss  Wood, 
cock's  siitcr.  She  took  it  to  read  ; 
but  bhe  had  wept  so  much  that  her 
eycH  were  sore  ;  and  of  all  she 
read  she  conid  recolLct  but  this 
passage :— *  Only  pirate  to  appoint 
a  place  where  and  when  we  may 
meet  with  you.* 

The  hour  of  retirement  being 
arrived,  JVIiss  Woodcock  refused 
to  go  up  stairs,  unless  she  might  be 
assured  of  not  recciting  any  insult 
from  his  lordship.  She  had  not 
taken  any  sustenance  since  ishc  on. 
tcred  the  hoiiftc.  For  this  night 
she  laid  down  in  her  clothes,  on  a 
bed  in  which  Mrs.  Harrcy  reposed 
herself.  She  akked  this  bad  woman 
If  she  had  ever  been  in  love ;  and 
•cknoHledgfd  that  she  herself  vas 


addrottpd  bj  a  jou«^  feUov,  who 
appeared  to  be  Tcry  fond  of  bcr,  and 
thai  ibey  were  to  ftettie  m  basineH 
as  soon  as  the  marria^  *hottld 
take  place ;  wheivfore  sbe  desired 
Mrs.  Uirvcy  to  ihov  her  the  waf 
out  of  *  hoBfie  that  had  beea  w 
obnoaioDs  to  her :  hat  the  aoswer 
of  the  latter  vai,  that  though  she 
had  Ijred  ssi  thehonar  seseral  jean^ 
»be  did  not  herseif  kaov  the  way 
out  of  it. 

On  the  foUoving  TDorwag,  whca 
Misi  Woodcock  vent  dowa  stain, 
she  pleaded  raraestJy  with  Laid 
Baltimore  for  her  liberty ;  o«  which 
he  became  nsost  violcatJj  euraged^ 
called  her  by  the  vilest  iwscs,  and 
said  that,  if  she  spoke  to  him  oo  the 
subject  any  aaore,  he  would  either 
throw  her  tnit  of  the  wiodow,  or 
•end  her  hoxue  in  a  whetrlbarrov, 
with  her  petticoats  tied  over  her 
head ;  and,  turning  (j  Isaacs  the 
Jew.  he  said,  *  Take  the  slot  to  a 
iBcan  houFC  like  herself;*  which 
greatly  (erri6cd  her,  as  she  pre- 
sumed he  meant  a  house  of  ill  fame. 

1 'he  suffer ings  she  had  undergone 
having  by  this  time  made  her  ex- 
tremely  ill«  I^rd  Baltimore  mixed 
a  physical  draught  fur  her,  which 
he  insisted  on  her  drinking. 

On  the  Sunday  afternoon  he 
begged  her  to  sit  and  hear  him  talk. 
His  discourse  consisted  of  a  ridicule 
on  religion,  and  every  thing  that 
was  sacred,  even  to  the  denying  the 
existence  of  a  soul. 

After  supper  he  made  six  several 
attempts  to  ravish  her  within  two 
hours ;  but  she  repulsed  him  in 
such  a  determined  manner,  that  it 
was  impntsible  for  him  to  accom- 
plish his  dishonorablo  purposes 
On  that  night  sho  lay  with  Mrs. 
ilarvey ;  but  could  get  no  rest,  as 
she  Mas  In  perpetual  fear  of  re- 
newed insults  from  his  lordship. 

On  the  Monday  morning  she  was 
(old  that  she  should  see  her  father^ 
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if  she  would  dry  bcr  eyel,  wA^h 
hertelf,  and  put  on  clean  linen. 
Mrs.  Griirenburg  no«r%uppliciI  her 
with  a  chango  of  linen  ;  and  then 
bhts  was  hurried  tnto  the  coach  with 
Lord  Baltimore,  Doctor  Griffen- 
burg,  and  the  two  women*  They 
vcre  carried  lo  Lord  Ualtimore'a 
country  leat  at  £psom,  where  the 
experienced  seferal  fresh  acts  of 
indecency  from  her  ignoble  tor. 
mentor  ;  and,  on  her  again  resisting 
him,  ho  said  she  must  submit  that 
^ght,  with  or  without  her  consent ; 
and  in  this  declaration  he  was  sup- 
ported by  the  two  infamous  wo- 
men. 

At  supper  she  ate -a  few  mouth* 
fuls ;  but  declined  drinking  any 
things  lest  some  intoi^icating  mat- 
(er  should  be  mixed  with  the  liquor. 
Lord  Baltimore  and  bis  people 
now  di?erted  themselfes  with  the 
game  of  blindman's  buff;  J^ut  Mist 
Woodcock  refused  to  take  any 
share  in  their  ridiculous  foUy^ 

The  two  women  now  conducted 
ber  to  the  bed.chambcr,  and  began 
to  undress  her ;  nor  was  she  capa- 
ble of  making  much  resistance, 
being  weak,  through  want  of  food 
and  continued  grief.  Still,  how- 
cfcr,  she  begged  to  bo  deprived  of 
life^  "rather  than  submit  to  disho- 
norable troatmrnt* 

On  the  drawing  of  the  curtains 
she  obsiTfcd  that  Lord  Baltimore 
was  in  bed,  which  added  to  her 
former  terrors ;  but  she  was  not 
saflercd  to  remain  long  in  doubt : 
the  women  left  her ;  but,  alas !  not 
to  her  repose;  for  that  night  gave 
rise  to  the  crime  which  furnished 
matter  for  the  prosecution  of  which 
we  at,o  now  reciting  the  particulunt. 

Twice  (ncroriling  to  Miss  Wood, 
cock's  deposition)  was  this  horrid 
pur|)osc  cifccted ;  anil,  though  she 
called^oat  re)R»atedly  for  help,  yet 
she  found  noife ;  and  in  the  moru. 
iog)   when  the  went  to  Mrs.  Har^ 


foy^s  room,  and  told  her  what  had 
passed,  the  latter  advised  her  to  be 
quiet,  for  that  she  had  made  noise 
enough  already. 

The  infamous  Harrey  now  hint, 
iiig  -that  worse  consequerfces  might 
still  be  expected,  Miss  Woodcock 
determined  to  seem  content  with 
her  situation,  disagreeable  as  it 
was,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  the 
protection  of  ber  friends. 

In  this  ho|>e  she  frequently  went 
to  the  window,  flattering  herself 
that  she  might  see  some  person 
Ivhom  she  knew.  With  the  same 
view  she  went  out  once  with  his 
lordship,  and  once  with  Mrs.  Grif- 
fenburg;  and,  ha?ing  accidentally 
heard  the  name  of  Lord  Baltimore 
mehtioned,  she  presumed  this  to  be 
the  person  who  had  treated  her  so 
ill ;  nor  had  she  a  guess  who  it  was 
till  this  period. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  that 
she  made  this  discovery  they  went 
to  London,  to  the  great  joy  of 
Miss  Wooilcock,  who  hoped  now 
lo  find  an  easier  communication  with 
her  friends.  At  her  request  she 
was  i)ermitted  to  sleep  alone  ;  and 
the  next  day  he  introduced  her  to 
Madam  Saunicr,  the  governess  to 
his  lordship*s  natural  daughters, 
telling  her  that  Miss  Woodcock 
bad  been  recommrnded  as  a  com- 
panion to  the  young  ladies. 

On  this  day  he  gave  her  some 
money,  and  desired  her  to  dispose 
of  it  as  she  thought  proper ;  and, 
when  night  advanced,  he  sent  Mrs. 
Griffenburg  to  onler  her  to  come 
to  bed.  She  at  first  refused  to 
comply,  and  at  length  j^ielded  only 
on  conditional  terms.  What  pass- 
ed  this  night  is  too  horrid  for  rela*. 
tion. 

On  the  foUovtingflay  Mrsv  Grif* 
feu  burg  told  her  that  she  bad  been 
preparing  another  aparfmtni  for 
her,  and  begged  that  sfcb  wduld 
come  and   sea  it ;  and  eolidutetcd 
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kcr  to  a  stone  garrety  whkb  was 
rcnarkaUjcold  and  damp;  and, 
being  among  the  serranti*  apart. 
■Mntt,  ske  began  to  apprelwnd  that 
Lord  Baltimore,  hsTing  graCifed 
hif  own  pa^ion,  wae  dbpofcd  to 
transfier  her  to  hb  dependenlf. 

Mim  Woodcock's  friends  now 
began  to  form  some  conjeetnm 
where  she  might  be  secreted ;  and 
Mr.  DaTis,  a  yoang  fellow  who 
bad  paid  hu  addresses  to  ber,  de- 
tennined  to  eicrt  himself  to  ascer. 
tain  the  fact. 

On  the  Sunday  he  placed  himself 
vnder  a  window  of  Lord  Balti- 
more's  house,  and  had  not  been 
there  long  before  she  saw  him,  and 
intimated  that  she  did  so.  On  this 
]Xi?b  took  out  a  book,  motioning 
with  hb  hand  for  her  to  write.  She 
then  wared  her  hand  for  him  to 
approach  ;  but,  as  he  did  not  seem 
to  comprehend  her  meaning,  she 
ran  into  another  room,  and  said  ^  I 
cannot  come  to  jou  ;  is  my  father 
well  ?*  lie  answered  that  all  par. 
tics  were  well,  and  asked  what 
was  become  of  Mrs.  Harrey.  The 
young  lady  now  put  down  the 
window,  and  retired,  unable  any 
longer  to  continue  the  conrersa. 
tlon. 

Mr.  Daris  now  weat  and  in- 
formed Miss  \Voodcock*s  father  of 
the  dbcoTcry  he  had  made;  on 
which  the  old  gentleman  went  to 
Mr*  Cay,  a  baker,  in  Whitecross 
Street,  to  ask  his  opinion.  Mr. 
Cay  went  nith  him  to  Mr.  Watts, 
an  attorney,  who  adrbed  them  to 
make  application  to  Lord  Mans. 
field  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
But  it  may  be  now  necessary  to 
take  notice  of  what  passed  between 
Lord  Baltimore  and  Miss  Wood, 
cock  in  the  mean  time. 

On  the  day  following  that  on 
whldk  she  had  been  seen  by  Daris, 
his  lordship  told  her  that  she  should 
set  her  father  that  day,  at  Dr.  Grif. 


fcBbnrg's,  bi  Deae  Street,  Soho ; 
asd  he  sdd  be  wooid  make  a  set. 
tlement  on  bar  for  life  if  sbe  woakl 
ackaowledge  that  she  bad  bee* 
well  treated.  This  sbe  a^iced  to, 
ui  the  bopo  of  obcafaiHig  ber  frve. 
dom.  She  was  tbea  told  that  her 
fiitber  bad  caased  Mn.  Hanrej  to 
be  taken  bito  castody. 

Lord  Baltimore  now  weot  fo 
Griibibnrg's  whb  Mbs  Wood- 
cock, taking  likeviie  a  yoaag  lady, 
of  whoai  she  was  to  declare  herself 
the  coaipaBkni :  bat  tbey  bad  been 
only  a  few  minntes  at  Grifca. 
barg*s  wbca  a  serrant  caaM  to 
appriie  hb  lordship  that  Sir  Job* 
FiekliDg*s  people  bad  sarroaBdcd 
bb  boose. 

Lord  BaltiiHirey  baring  prcri. 
oasly  sent  one  of  bb  seranitB  wMb 
a  letter  to  Mbs  WoodcodL's  fether, 
now  ordered  a  coach ;  and  be,  and 
Dr.  G^ffeabarg  and  tho  yonf 
lady,  now  went  to  a  tarem  bi 
Whiteehapel,  in  qaest  of  the  ser. 
rant,  who  told  them  that  Mr. 
Woodcock  baring  been  oat  all  day 
in  search  of  hb  daughter,  and  not 
being  rctamed,  he  (the  serrant) 
would  not  leare  tho  letter,  fioa  a 
point  of  prudence. 

Hereupon  they  drore  to  a  house 
in  Corcnt  Garden,  where  the  ser. 
▼ant  soon  arrited  with  a  note  from 
Sir  John  Fielding's  clerk,  desiring 
Miss  Woodcock  to  come  to  Bow 
Street,  where  her  friends  were,  in 
expectation  of  her  arriral.  Fear. 
fol  of  taking  any  step  that  might 
inroire  hor  in  still  farther  difi. 
cnlties,  she  showed  Ixird  Baltimore 
the  note,  when  he  declared  she 
should  not  comply  with  tbe  con« 
tents  ;  and  they  immedialely  drora 
to  Dr.  Griifenbnrg's. 

At  thb  place  they  were  aMt  by 
his  lordship's  steward,  who  saM 
his  house  was  still  sarroanded  by 
peace-officers ;  but,  as  they  went 
away  soon  aflerwards. 
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worthy  peer  then  took  Mist  Wood- 
cock  home  in  hit  own  carriage. 

On  their  arrlfal  the  Talet.de. 
chatnbre  told  his  master  that  on  the 
Sunday  morning  the  young  lady 
had  spoken  to  a  person  from  tho 
window.  His  lordship  now  de* 
mandcd  if  this  was  fact.  She  ac* 
knowledged  that  It  was;  but  saSd 
she  had  not  acquainted  her  friends 
with  her  distressed  situation. 

He  now  tried  to  calm  her  mind, 
but  said  that  she  must  sleep  with 
him  that  night,  which  she  positi?ely 
refused,  unless  he  would  engage  not 
to  offer  hrr  any  insult;  and  this 
promise  was  made,  and  complied 
with. 

In  the  morning  Mr.  Watts,  the 
attorney,  called  at  Lord  fialti. 
mofe*s  bouse  with  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus ;  but  the  porter  would  not 
admit  him  till  he  produced  the  writ ; 
but  then  he  was  asked  into  tho 
bouse,  and  Lord  Baltimore  made 
acquainted  with  his  business.  On 
this  his  lordship  told  his  prisoner 
Mr.  Watts's  business,  and  l>egged 
she  would  prepare  to  see  him  with 
all  pouible  composure. 

In  the  interim  his  lordship  waited 
on  the  attorney,  who  demanded 
whether  one  Sarah  Woodcock  was 
in  his  house :  but,  on  his  declining 
togife  an  immediate  answer,  Watts 
said  that  be  would  ser?e  the  writ 
onless  she  was  instantly  produced  ; 
and  that  the  consequence  would  be 
that  all  his  doors  must  be  broke 
open  (ill  she  was  found :  but  he 
hoped  that  so  Tioicnt  a  procedure 
would  not  be  necessary. 

His  lordship  now  begged  his  pa* 
ticnce  for  a  short  time,  and  his  requi* 
sition  should  be  complied  with.  Mr. 
Watts  agreed  to  watt»  and  the  other^ 
going  to  Miss  Woodcock,  requested 
her  to  write  to  her  father,  and. de- 
clare that  she  had  been  ined  with 
tenderness,  and  had  consented  to 
ber  then  sitnatioo ;  and  he  desired 


her  to  add  that  she  wbhed  to  see 
her  father  and  sisters,  but  hoped 
their  visit  would  be  of  the  peaceful 
kind  ;  and  with  all  this  she  com- 
plied, in  hope,  as  she  afterwards 
declared,  of  obtaining  her  liberty. 

This  letter  being  sealed,  and  dis» 
patched  by  one  of  his  lordship's 
serfants,  he  introduecd  the  attor. 
ney  to  Miss  Woodcock,  who  asked 
her  if  her  residence  in  that  house 
was  matter  of  choice,  or  whether 
she  was  forcibly  detained.  She  re- 
plied that  she  remained  there  by 
her  own  consent,  but  that  she  was 
aniious  to  see  her  father. 

With  this  declaration  Mr.  Watts 
appeared  satisfied,  saying  that  no 
person  had  any  right  to  Interfere, 
if  she  voluntarily  consented  to  her 
situation. 

His  lordship  then  intimated  that 
it  would  be  proper  for  her  to  go  to 
Lord  Mansfield,  and  make  a  similar 
declaration.  She  made  uo  hesita« 
tion  to  comply  with  this  proposal ; 
but  still  appeared  eiceedingiy 
anxious  to  have  a  conference  with 
her  father. 

On  this  the  parties  went  to  Lord 
Mansfield's  house  tn  Bloomsbury 
Square,  where  they  were  shown 
into  different  apartments ;  and  Miss 
Woodcock's  friends  waited  in  an 
antechamber,  to  hear  the  issue  of 
this  extraordinary  affair. 

The  young  lady  being  examined 
by  Lord  Mansfield,  he  inquired 
minutely  into  the  circumstances  re- 
specting her  being  conveyed  to  Lord 
Baltimore's  house.  She  answered 
every  question  in  the  most  explicit 
manner ;  and,  when  the  judge  asked 
her  if  she  was  willing  to  live  with  ' 
his  lordship,  she  answered  in  the 
affirmative;  but  expressed  great 
earnestness  to  see  her  friends  first* 

On  this  she  was  shown  into  .the 
room  where  her  fritods  waited; 
and  the  first  question  she  asked 
*  Who  Lord  MansfieU}  was. 
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•■d  whether  he  had  a  right  to  ict 
ber  at  liberty  r'  She  was  told  that 
bis  right  was  indiiiputablc ;  and  his 
lordship  being  again  consnlied,  he 
Inqnired  if  she  still  adhered  to  her 
former  ofiinloo ;  to  which  she  re* 
plied  that  she  did  not,  iHit  desired 
to  go  home  with  her  father. 

Hlf  lordship  then  asked  her  how 
happened  the  sodden  change  in  her 
snind.  Her  answer  was  ^  Because, 
iUI  1  taw  them,  I  did  not  know  joa 
had  power  to  release  me.'  His 
lordship  then  said  *  Child,  it  is  in 
my  power  to  Ict  you  go  ;*  and  told 
her  she  was  at  full  liberty  to  go 
where  she  pleased ;  on  which  she 
went  into  the  other  room  to  her 
friends,  b«t  was  nnabic  to  express 
her  joy  on  the  occasion. 

In  the  interim  Lord  Mansfield 
addressed  the  Kererend  Mr.  WaU 
ton,  a  dissenting  minbter,  and  some 
other  persons  preient,  to  the  foU 
loning  effect:—^  Gentlemen,  I 
would  hsTe  you  take  notice  of  Miss 
Woodcock*!  answers,  because  pes* 
albly  this  matter  may  be  rariously 
talked  of  in  public,  and  justice 
ought  to  bo  done  to  both  parlies ; 
for,  when  this  lady  camo  before  me 
on  her  priiate  eiamination,  she  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  see  her  father  and 
iisler,  or  siitcrs  :  and  now  she  has 
Bnswen*d  as  you  hare  heard. 

On  Miss  Woodcock's  discharge, 
Mr.  Cay,  the  baker,  in  WhitciToss 
Street  (to  Mhum  her  father  had  de* 
llvercd  the  two  hundred  pound 
bank-note,  which  had  been  enclosed 
In  the  letter  by  liord  Baltimore), 
conteycd  the  young  lady  to  SirJohn 
Fielding,  before  whom  (he  swore 
to  the  octuil  commission  of  the 
ra|)o  by  Lord  Ballimore. 

At  Ibis  time  Mrs.  Grtficnbarg 
•nd  Mrs.  ilarvry  were  in  custotly ; 
ntid  a  warrtint  was  issued  to  appro, 
bend  Lord  flaltimorc;  but  he  sc. 
crctetl  himself  for  the  present,  and 
•arreudercd  to  the  Court  of  King's 


BeMh  on  the  last  dmy  mi  HfUmrf 
term,  1708;  aod  the  two  woaMo 
being  broogiit  thitlMr  by  habeas 
corpos,  they  were  all  adnitted  to 
bail,  ia  <ifder  for  trial  at  Kiqgaloo, 
in  Snrscy,  beeanse  the  niae  was  al- 
leged to  have  been  coainuttcd  mft  his 
lofdship's  seat  at  Epaoa. 

Ia  the  iatrrhn  Mks  Woodcock 
went  to  the  hooae  of  Mr.  Cay,  io 
Whitecroas  Street ;  Irat,  not  bciag 
properly  accoanBocbtcd  there,  she 
went  to  the  hoase  of  a  fricad, 
where  she  lived  in  great  prif acy 
and  retirement  till  the  tiaae  arrived 
for  the  trial  of  the  oScadiog  par- 
Ilea* 

Bills  of  indictment  being  foaad 
against  Lord  BaltiaM>reand  the  two 
woBMn,  they  were  all  l>roiight  to 
trial  before  the  I^rd  Chief  Baroo 
Smythe;  and,  after  the  evideaee 
against  them  had  been  givca,  ia 
sobstaneo  as  may  iic  collected  from 
the  preceding  narratire,  Lord  Bat. 
thnore  maile  the  following  defence, 
which  was  read  in  Conrt  by  Mr. 
Hamersley,  solicitor  to  his  lord- 
ship : — 

<  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

*  I  hare  put  myself  opon  my  coun- 
try, in  hopes  that  prcjedioe  and 
clamonr  will  arail  nothing  in  this 
place,  wlicrc  it  is  the  pnriicge  of 
the  meanest  of  the  king'a  sohjectj 
to  bo  presumed  innocent  until  his 
guilt  has  been  made  appear  by  legal 
ef  idence.  I  wish  I  could  say  that 
I  had  been  treated  abroad  with  the 
same  candour.  I  have  been  loaded 
with  obloquy,  the  most  malignant  li- 
bels hare  been  circulated,  and  erery 
other  method  which  malioe  could 
devise  has  been  taken  to  create  ge« 
ncral  prejudice  against  mo.  1  thank 
God  that,  under  sach  clrcnro- 
stances,  I  hare  had  firmness  and  re- 
solution enough  to  meet  my  ac« 
cusers  faco  to  face,  and  provoke  an 
inquiry  into  my  conduct,  iiic  murus 
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Tho  charge  agaloii  me,  and  againit 
these  poor  people  who  are  inToWed 
with  me,  because  they  might  other- 
wise  bate  been  jast  witneises  of 
mj  innocence,  is  in  its  nature  very 
easy  to  be  made,  and  bard  to  be  dis« 
prof  ed.  The  accuser  has  the  ad* 
Tantage  of  supporting  it  by  a  direct 
and  positife  oath  ;  the  defence  can 
only  be  collected  from  circom- 
stances* 

^  My  defence  is  composed,  then, 
of  a  variety  of  circumstances,  all 
tending  to  show  the  falsity  of  this 
charge,  the  absurdity  of  it,  the  im- 
probability  that  it  could  be  true. 
It  will  be  laid  before  the  jury  under 
the  direction  of  my  counsel ;  and  I 
have  the  confidence  of  an  innocent 
man,  that  it  will  be  manifest  to 
yonr  lordship,  the  jury,  and  the 
whole  world,  that  the  story  told  by 
this  woman  is  a  perTcrsion  of  truth 
ill  every  particular.  What  could 
ioduee  her  to  make  such  a  charge 
1  can  only  suspect :  very  soon  af. 
t^r  she  came  to  my  house,  upon  a 
representation  to  me  that  her  father 
was  distressed-,  I  sent  him  a  consi. 
derable  sum  of  money :  whether  th« 
case  with  which  that  money  was  ob. 
tained  from  me  might  suggest  the 
idem  as ''a  means  of  obtaining  a 
larger  sum  of  money,  or  whether  it 
waa  thought  necessary  to  destroy 
ne,  in  order  to  establish  the  cha* 
racter  of  the  girl  to  the  world,  I 
know  not ;  but  I  do  aver,  upon 
the  word  of  a  man  of  honour,  that 
there  is  no  truth  in'  any  thing 
which  has  been  said  or  sworn  of 
my  having  offered  violence  to  this 
girl.  1  ever  held  such  bratality  in 
abhorrence.  I  am  totally  against 
all  force;  and  for  me  to  have 
forced  this  woman,  considering  my 
weak  sfate  of  health,  and  my 
strength,  is  not  only  a  moral,  but 
a  physical,  impossibility.  She  is^ 
as  to  bodily  strength,  stronger  than 
I  an.    Strange  opinions,  upon  sub. 


jects  foreign  lo  this  charge,  haVe 
been  faliely  imputed  to  me,  to  in* 
flame  this  accusatien.  Libertine  as 
I  am  represented,  I  hold  no  such 
opinions.  Much  has  been  said 
against  me,  that  I  seduced  this  girl 
from  her  parents :  seduction  is  not 
the  point  of  this  charge ;  but  I  do 
assure  your  lordship  and  the  jary 
this  part  of  the  ease  has  been  ag- 
gravated  exceedingly  beyond  the 
truth.  If  1  have  been  in  any  de- 
gree ta blame,  I  am  sure  I  have  suf- 
fidontly  atoned  for  every  indiscre- 
tion, which  a  weak  attachment  to 
thi5»  unworthy  woman  may  have  led 
me  into,  by  having  suffered  the  dis- 
grace of  being  exposed  as  a  criminal 
at  the  bar  in  the  county  which  my 
father  lud  the  honour  to  represent 
in  parliament,  and  where  I  had 
some  pretensions  to  have  attained 
the  same  honoar,  had  that  sort  of 
an  active  life  been  my  object. 

^  I  will  take  up  no  more  of  your 
lordship's  time  than  to  add  that,  if 
I  had  been  conscious  of  the  guilt 
now  imputed  to  me,  I  could  have 
kept  myself  and  my  fortune  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  laws  of  this  ceun« 
try.  1  am  a  dtiaen  of  the  world  ; 
1  could  have  lived  any  where :  but 
I  love  my  own  country,  and  submit 
to  its  laws,  resolving  that  my  in- 
nocence should  be  justified  by  the 
laws.  I  now,  by  my  own  volun- 
tary act,  by  surrendering  myself  to 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  stake, 
upon  the  verdict  of  twelve  men,  my 
life,  my  fortune,  and,  what  is 
dearer  to  me,  my  honour. 

^  Baltimohb. 

'  March  Uj  1768.* 

The  substance  of  tho  defences  of 
Mrs.  Griffenburg  and  Mrs.  Harvey 
consisted  principally  in  alleging 
thatMiu  Woodcock  had  consented 
to  all  that  had  passed,  and  that  no 
force  had  been  used  towards  her 
either  by  Lord  BaHknore  or  them- 
selves. 
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Tlie  evidence  of  Dr.  Griflenlrarf 
WH  BOl  adaittcd,  ms  bis  name  wm 
«po»  rcconJ,  am  a  cfaerxe  of  bat iBg 
been  eoBceracd  io  a  crioie  of  a  si. 
■ulsr  Batiire. 

After  ererj  thisg  allegrd  against 
IIm  prisoners  bad  been  iMard  in  tbe 
Most  disp— lionate  manner^  ibc 
jndge  addresaed  bMudf  to  tbe  jarj 
la  tbe  following  terau : — 

*  Gentlemen  of  tbe  Jnrr, 

<Tbe  prisoner  at  tbe  l»ar,  l^rd 
BaltiaMwe,  stands  indicted  for  felo. 
nionsljr  rarbbing,  and  carnally 
knowing,  Sarab  Woodcock,  »pin. 
ster,  against  ber  will,  on  tbe  nd  of 
December  lait,  at  Epsom,  against 
tbe  slatnte  wbi<^  makes  tbis  oflfence 
fdonj :  and  tbe  otber  two  prison. 
ers  nre  indicted  as  accessories  l>e. 
fore  tbe  fact,  bj  felonionslj  and 
malicioQslj  procaring,  aiding,  and 
abetling  Lord  Baltimore  to  com. 
mit  tbe  said  rape,  at  tbe  same  time 
and  place.  To  tbis  thej  bare 
pleaded  not  gniltj,  and  joa  are  to 
try  if  tbey  are  guilty.  Before  I 
state  to  you  tbe  evidence  1  will 
mention  to  you  two  or  tbree  tbings: 
in  the  first  place,  my  lord  complains 
of  libels  and  printed  accounts  of 
tbb  transaction,  which  bare  been 
circulated.  It  ti  a  most  unjastifi. 
able  practice,  and  tends  to  the  per- 
▼ersion  of  public  justice;  and, 
therefore,  if  you  have  seen  any 
thing  printed  on  the  side  of  the 
prosecutrix,  or  the  prisoners,  I 
mnst  desire  you  to  direst  your, 
selres  of  any  prejudice  that  such 
publications  must  bare  occasioned, 
and  gire  your  verdict  only  on  the 
evidence  now  laid  liefore  yon.  An« 
other  thing  I  desire  is,  that,  which- 
erer  way  the  verdict  is  given,  none 
of  tbe  friends  of  any  of  the  parties 
will  make  use  of  any  eipressions  of 
approbation  or  applause,  which  are 
extremely  improper  and  indecent  in 
a  court  of  justice,  and  I  shall  cer. 
lainly  commit  any  person  whom  I 


know  to  be  gailty  of  it.  Tbe  last 
thing  that  f  shall  BMstion  to  yon 
b,  to  desire  that  no  resentment  yon 
may  feel  at  the  manner  in  which 
she  was  carried  to  Lord  Baiti* 
morr*s  bonae  may  baveany  iaincace 
on  yonr  verdict;  for,  bowevc^r  an. 
warrantable  tbe  amnaer  was  In 
which  she  casae  into  bis  power.  If, 
at  the  time  be  lay  with  ber,  it  was 
by  her  consent,  be  b  not  guilty  of 
the  olTence  of  which  be  b  indicted ; 
though  it  was  proper  to  be  given  in 
evidence  on  tbb  trial,  to  accoaat 
for  ber  being  with  him,  aad  bb 
having  an  opportunity  of  conuak. 
ting  tbe  crime  ;  and  to  show,  from 
tbe  indirect  manner  of  getting  ber 
to  bb  boase,  tbe  greater  probability 
that  ber  account  b  trae.  Uavlag 
said  this,  I  will  now  stater  to  joa 
tbe  whole  evidence  as  partlcalariy 
as  1  can.* 

Mr.  Baron  Smythe  then  stated 
tbe  whole  of  the  evidenee  to  fbe 
jury,  as  before  girea,  which  took 
up  three  boors,  and  then  condodcd 
thns :— - 

<  In  point  of  law«  tbe  fact  b  fully 
proved  on  my  lord  and  tbe  two 
other  prisoners,  if  yon  believe  tbe 
evidence  of  Sarah  Woodcock.  It 
b  a  crime  which  in  its  nature  can 
only  be  proved  by  the  woman  on 
whom  it  is  committed  ;  for  she  only 
can  tell  whether  she  consented  or 
no :  it  is«  as  my  lord  obferres,  very 
easy  to  be  made,  and  hard  to  l>e 
dbproved ;  and  the  defence  can 
only  be  collected  from  drcaou 
stances  ;  from  these  you  must  judge 
whether  her  evidence  is. or  is  not  to 
l>e  belicYed.  Lord  Hale,  in  bb 
'  Ubtory  of  tbe  Pleas  of  the 
Crown,*  lays  down  tbe  mics :— 1. 
If  complaint  b  not  made  soon  af^ 
ter  the  injury  b  supposed  to  be 
received ;  ^  If  it  b  not  followed 
by  a  recent  prosecution ;  a  strong 
presumption  arises  that  tbe  com- 
plaint b  malicioas.    She  has  owacd 
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the  injury  was  receifed  December 
22 ;  (he  complaint  was  not  made  till 
December  29 ;  but  she  has  ac- 
counted for  it  in  the  manner  you 
haTC  heard.  The  strong  part  of  the 
case  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners  is 
her  not  complaining  when  she  was 
at  Lord  Mansfield's,  the  supreme 
magistrate  in  the  kingdom  in  cri- 
minal matters.  You  ha?e  heard 
how  she  has  explained  and  ac» 
counted  for  her  conduct  in  that 
particular,  which  jou  will  judge  of. 
Upon  the  whole,  if  you  belie?e  that 
she  made  the  disco? ery  as  soon  as 
she  knew  she  had  an  opportunity  of 
doing  it,  and  that  her  account  is 
true,  you  will  find  all  the  prisoners 
guil^;  if  you  believe  that  she  did 
not  make  the  discovery  as  soon  as 
•he  had  an  opportunity,  and  from 
tbeoce,  or  other  circumstances,  are 
not  aatisfied  her  account  is  true,  you 
will  find  them  all  not  guilty ;  for, 
if  he  is  not  guilty,  they  cannot  bo 
so ;  for  they  cannot  be  accessory  to  a 
crime  which  was  never  committed.? 
After  an  absence  of  an  hour  and 
twenty  minutes,  the  jury  returned 
with  a  Terdict  that  the  prisoners 
were  Not  Guilty. 
.  This  singular  afifair  was  tried  at 
Kingston,  in  Surrey,  on  the  26th  of 
March,  1768. 

.  Our  readers  will  not  be  dis. 
pleased  with  a  few  remarks  on  this 
Tery  extraordinary  transaction.— 
The  meanness  of  Lord  fialtimore, 
and  the  unreasonable  terror  and  ig- 
norance of  Miss  Woodcock,  will 
appear  to  be  equal  objects  of  asto- 
nbhment.  Hu  lordship's  devices  to 
obtain  possession  of  this  woman 
were  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  no- 
bleman, or,  indeed,  of  any  man; 
and  her  tame  submission  to  the  in- 
sult is  a  proof  that  she  had  little  idea 
of  the  sacred  protection  which  the 


Uws  of  her  country  would  have 
aff'tirded  her  ;  for  Lord  Baltimore's 
house  (at  the  bottom  of  Southamp- 
ton Row,  Bloomsbnry)  wasnotso 
obscurely  situated  but  that  sbe 
might  have  made  appliciation  to 
many  a  passenger. 

Something,  indeed,  must  bo  al- 
lowed to  feminine  fear  on  such  an 
occasion,  after  she  once  found  her- 
self in  the  actual  possession  of  a 
man  from  whom  she  thought  It 
would  be  dangerous  even  to  attempt 
an  escape. 

Miss  W^oodcock's  ignorance  of 
Lord  Mansfield's  power  will  appear 
very  extraordinary ;  but  surely  not 
more  so  than  that  of  a  man,  who, 
being  an'  evidence  before  Sir  Johii 
Fielding,  addressed  him  successively 
by  the  titles  of  sir  !  your  honour ! 
your  worship!  your  lordship  !  your 
grace !  and  your  majesty !  These 
appellations  were  repeatedly  hicard 
to  be  given  within  half  an  hour  by 
the  writer  of  this  narrative ;  and  he 
presumes  the  circumstance  may  be 
considered  as  an  apology  for  the 
superlative  Ignorance  of  Miss 
Woodcock. 

On  the  whole,  however,  this  case 
is  of  the  melancholy  kind.  What 
shall  we  think  of  a  man,  of  Lord 
Baltimore's  rank  and  fortune,  who 
could  debase  himself  beneath  all 
rank  and  distinction^  and,  by  the 
wish  to  gratify  his  irregular  pas. 
sioos,  submit  to  degrade  himself  in 
the  opinion  of  his  own  servants  aiid 
other  domestics  ? 

Addison  has  a  fine  sentiment,  by 
which  our  nobility  ought  to  be  in- 
fluenced :— 

'  Honoar  's  a  sacred  tie ;  the  law  of  kings ; 
The  noble  aiind*s  dutinguishitig  perfectkn : 
It  aids  and  strengthens  Virtae  where  it 

meets  her. 
And  imitates  her  actions  where  she  is  not: 
It  is  not  to  be  sported  iritb.'— — ^-^ 
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JAMES  SAXPWN, 

CXCCCTCD  rom  KOBUSS  AS9  ftCTTlSC  riKSTO  A  UOlS£^ 


wikh,  proprri J  apptiwlf  woaSd  aoC 
#bIj  have  proved  frntk  hoBonUe 
locntive  to  fchiwlf,  b«t  of 

tatke  udooL  Ob  tkt  ocbcr 
vc  iod  lia  MOft  bMd j  be. 
timjingUf  tfvftl;  aad,  robbiog aad 
Umb  teniag,  tbe  hospiuble  d  veil, 
lug  of  bb  pf  oteclor. 

Early  in  life  Saapson  gave 
proofs  of  an  cxtraordinarj  gcoias 
for  dravingt  to  which  his  frteads 
afbrding  proper  esooiiffagencBt, 
htt  progress  is  the  art  vas  cxcecd- 
inglj  rapid.  The  joath*s  unconi. 
BOO  talents  bdog  meotiooed  to  the 
Dttke  of  Richmond,  his  grace  en- 
gag^  ym  IB  his  serrioe  on  verj 
libual  terns,  and  eaplojed  masters 
properlj  qnalified  to  aJford  erefj 
poarible  improvement  to  his  geniua, 
and  afterwards  warmlj  lecom- 
mended  him  to  the  patronage  of  the 
Bight  HoDorable  General  Conwaj, 
who  appointed  him  one  of  the 
draaghtsmen  to  the  Tower. 

The  greatest  part  of  his  time  that 
was  not  engaged  in  a  necesauj  at- 
tentioB  to  the  duties  of  hb  ofica 
Sampson  employed  in  making  co. 
pies  of  the  natural  coriosities  in  the 
British  Museum,  and  in  the  oon- 
Yorsation  of  learned  and  Ingenioia 
men,  bj  whom  that  celebrated  li-* 
braiy  was  frequented  ;  and  he  was 
so  highly  esteemed,  both  bj  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  General 
Conway,  that  he  had  free  access  to 
them  on  all  occasions.  Uasing 
married  an  upper  servant  to  the 
general's  family,  he  appeared  to 
Ihe  in  a  state  (^  great  felicity;  but, 
unfortunately,  he  maintained  an  !!• 
licit  Intercourse  with  some  women 
of  dehanched  principles,  whose  ex* 
travagances  involved  him  in  many 
embarrassments. 


&lal 

ifctntbe 
liBghiagBilt; 

ilaviBg  seoded  Unmelf  Ib  tho 
he  wniiei  till  ho  sappoaed 
the  family  weiv  letired  te  ist,  wsd 
then  entcRd  the  HbsBiy^  where  hn 
stole  property  to  n  wimilerablw 
amoBBt,  and  set  iiw  tBaBuaaoftho 
farBstare. 

About  six  in  the  a[K>rBiBg  tfm 
general  was  alarmed  by  the  cry  of 
^  Fire  1' and  peroeivBd  amolEe  isBBing 
from  the  libravy;  but  ho  wbbM 
Bot  persnt  the  door  to  be  opnntil 
till  the  eqgiaes  arrmd,  leal  the 
flaiBei  should  bnrrt  OBt,  sad  cobu 
mnnieate  to  the  other  pnitB  of  the 
bnildiBg.  The  engines  htimg  mdy 
to  play,  he  directed  the  fireMB  to 
Bse  tbcir  endeavouva-  to  aecure  n 
writing-table  that  stood  in  n  eoracr 
of  the  room,  sereral  baakaiotei 
being  deposited  in  n  dmwer  of  it. 
This  table  was  brought  out,  a  part 
of  it  bomti  and  the  dranrer  open  nt 
which  the  bank-notes  had  been  de* 
posited ;  and  the  general  put  all  the 
papers  he  found  in  the  drawer  Into 
bb  pocket. 

When  the  confusion  occasioned 
by  the  supposed  accident  had  sub- 
sided, the  general  examined  the 
papers  taken  out  of  the  drawer; 
and,  missiBg  a  bank-note  of  fite 
hundred  pounds,  and  four  of  one 
hundred  pounds  each,  condnded 
that  the  room  had  been  fired  for 
the  purpose  of  concealing  the  rob- 
bery. 

All  the  domestics  in  the  house 
had  lived  many  years  in  the  gene- 
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rd's  fcrvicc,  and  he  had  tbefirmctft 
confidence  iiA  their  fidelity  ;  bat,  iq. 
order  to  secure  his  property >  and 
diM^orer  tSie  author  of  the  horrid 
fict,  whk^h  he  strongly  suspected 
to  hate  heefi  committed  by  some 
person  well  acquainted  with  his 
house,  he  made  application  to  the 
Bftnk) where  he  learnt  that  the  niHe 
for  fife  huudred  pounds  had  beea 
already  changed,  for  others  of 
amaJler  vaiue ;  and)  fcom  the  de«. 
scrip tiou  of  the  person  who  had 
chunged  it,  his  suspicions  were 
fixed  on  Sampson. 

It  waiinow  determined  that  Mr. 
Camp,  who  had  received  tho  note^ 
and  Mr.  Lambert,  who  had  doii. 
Tered  the  smaller  ones  on  Camp*s 
ticket,  shoiild  attend  at  the  Duke 
of  IUchmond*s  house  at  an  ap. 
pointed  hour. 

.  The  duke  sent  a  servant  to 
Sampson's  lodgings,  desiring  to 
see  him  o«  business  ;.  and- ho  pre. 
sently  attended^  and  entered  into 
conversation  on  different  subjects 
with  his  grace  and  General  Con. 
way.  The  above-mentioned  clerks 
to  the  Bank  being  introduced,  and 
immediately  recognising  the  person 
of  Sampson,  a  signal  was  made  that 
had  been  before  agreed  on ;  In  con- 
seqaeoce  of  which  the  general  ac« 
ciised  Sampson  of  the  robbery  and 
setfiog  fire  to  the  librarj.  For 
some  time  he  steadily  denied  the 


charge  ;  but,  findiog  no  possibility 
of  confuting  the  evidence  of  Camp 
ami  liambert,  he  at  length  con. 
fesaed  all  the  particnkirs  of  his 
guilt. 

Sampson's  lodgings  at  Pimlioo 
being  searched,  the  two  notes  re. 
ceived  at  the  Banl^,  and  the  fouf 
stolen  from  the  drawer  of  the  writ^ 
ing-tablo,  were  found.  Thedelin* 
qiient  being  taken  before  Sir  John 
ifielding,  he  was.  committed  to 
Newgate  for  trial,  which  came  on 
at  the  following  sessions  at  the  Old 
liailey,  when  he  was  convicted,  and 
sentenced  to  be  hanged. 

While  he  remained  in  Newgate 
he  regularly  attended  prayers  in 
the  chapel,  and  appeared  to  repent 
with  unfeigned  sincerity  of  the  her. 
rid  crime  he  had  committed  ;  and 
on  the  morning  of  his  execution  he 
received  the  sacrament  in  a  manner 
that  seemed  to  prove  him  earnest  in 
his  devotion. 

The  pass^e  of  carriages  being 
obstructed  by  the  pavement  being 
broken  op  In  Holborn,  Sampson 
was  conveyed  through  Smithfield, 
Cow  Cross,  Turnmill  Street,  and 
the  King's  Road,  to  Tyburn,  where 
he  acknowledged'  the  justice  of  his 
sentence,  and,  after  some  time  era*  ^ 
ployed  in  prayer,  suffered  the  pu. 
nishmeot  due  to  his  offenees  on  the 
11th  of  March,  1768. 


JAMES  GIBSON,  ESQ. 

£XXCUTBD  FOB  FORGERY* 


Tuisanfortanate  gentleman  was 
of  A  respectable^family,  and,  hav« 
log  received  a  liberid  education, 
was  bound  clerk  to  Mr.  Francis, 
an  attorney  of  eminence,  residing 
in  Uocoln's  Inn.  Hb  good  beha. 
vioor,  and  the  rapid  improvement 
he  made  in  the  profession  of  the  law, 
induced  hb  master,  on  the  ezpira. 


tion  of  hb  articles,  to  take  him  into 
partnership. 

In  the  early  part  of  life  he  bad 
married  a  young  lady,  with  whom 
he  received  a  genteel  fortune,  and 
by  whom  he  ha4  five  children,  jail 
living  at  the.  time  of  hb  death  f 
but,  notwithstanding  these  tender 
pledges  of  hb  love,  he  deserted  hb 
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wife  and  faoiil jr  for  the  tmbnen  of 
a  autrcw,  wfaio  had  bcca  kept  by 
a  Scotdi  Boblcuuui,  leafing  them 
to  tiiier  the  estmnei  of  want, 
wUle  lie  was  eojoying  tke  iHiaiiet 
of  life. 

Mr*  Fraocb's  bannett  was  of  ao 
oiteatife  nalare,  and  was  princi* 
pallj  transacted  bj  Gibson,  wko 
waa  conplete  master  of  his  profes. 
sioo*  Tlie  Trtasary,  and  a  t arie^ 
of  oHmt  concerns,  were  coninitted 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Francis,  aad  by 
him  to  the  msnagement  of  Gibson. 
Among  other  engagements  Mr. 
Francis  was  employed  in  a  cause 
respecting  an  estate  In  Chancery, 
on  which  an  injunction  wai  issued  ; 
and  a  person  was  appointed  to  re- 
ceifo  the  rents  of  the  estate  till  the 
lord-chancellor  should  make  hii 
6nal  decree.  In  the  interim  Gib. 
son,  having  reduced  himself  by  a 
profuse  mode  of  living,  forged  the 
handwriting  of  the  accomptant. 
general  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
In  a  suit  which  he  was  soliciting  for 
Robert  l^ee,  £sq.  and  others,  eie. 
Ctttors  to  the  late  Sir  G.  Brown, 
Baronet,  Robert  Pringle,  and 
others,  in  consequence  of  which 
be  received  abore  nine  hundred 
pounds.  Discovery  of  this  trans- 
action  being  made  in  a  short  time, 
Gibson  was  taken  into  custody, 
and  lodged  in  Newgate,  in  Septem* 
ber,  1766.  Being  brought  to  trial 
for  the  forgery  at  the  ensuing  ses. 
sions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  the  jury 
brought  in  a  special  verdict,  subject 
to  the  determination  of  the  twelve 
judges.  From  this  time  Gibson 
continued  in  Newgate  till  January 
1768  (upwards  of  fifteen  months), 
and  it  was  the  prevaling  opinion 
that  no  farther  notice  would  be 
taken  of  the  affair :  however,  Gib. 
son,by  repeated  appUeationi^  urged 


that  fcm  ewe  iNgbC  be 
by  tbe  jodgcs;  aad  wA 
Hilafj  term.   1708,    Ike 

Mdeainl  duiaiiB  oa  bis 
importing  that  it  emae  viddn 
the  meauiig  of  eke  lav;  cMse. 
qaeotly  he  lecdwed  wLmhjm*  of 
deatk,  aad  was  ramufod  into  Ike 
eeUs  of  Newgale.  After  scolflMe 
kii  bekafioar  was  tswery  ^i^y  ^^^ 
coauiig  kis  iMkiMkoljr  iiteatiai^ 
and  ke  refeelcd  witk  Mck  aaifow 
on  kk  nnkindneis  to  kis  wife  and 
family.  •  His  preparatioo  for  Ike 
awfnl  ckange  tkac  awaited  kim^p- 
peared  to  be  rational,  scrioot,  aad 
dcToat  He  applied  for  pardon  to 
tkat  throne  of  metcy  wkcnee  aiooe 
he  had  a  right  to  expect  it.  His  se- 
rionsnem  seesacd  to  increase  at  the 
solemn  moment  approacked,  and  it 
was  evident  that  he  wasdetmniaed 
to  meet  his  fate  as  became  a  man 
and  a  Christiaa. 

His  behaviour  was  so  psoas,  so 
resigned,  and  in  all  respeets  so  ad« 
mirably  adapted  to  kis  atfkappy  si* 
tuation,  that  the  tears  of  Ike  ooos. 
miseratlng  mnltitnde  acoompaaicd 
bis  last  ejaculation. 

'  Who  by  repentance  is  not  Mt'nfied, 

Is  nor  of  He«vea,  nor  Earth ;  for  these  are 

plcas*d  : 
By  penitence,  th*  eternal  wrap's  appeas'd.* 

He  was  carried  to  Tjbnra, 
March  the  93d,  1768,  in  a  monm. 
lng.coach,  and  reqnimted  tliat  kis 
fellow.8ufferer,  Benjamin  P^yne,  a 
footpad,  who  he  saw  placed  in  a 
cart,  might  accompany  him,  which 
the  sheriff  refused. 

Thu  man's  fate  adds  an  instance 
to  the  many  we  hare  recorded  of 
the  prostitution  of  shining  abilities. 
In  his  profession  no  man  excelled 
Gibson;  and  yet  no  man  more 
abused  if,  for  which  he  justly  for. 
felted  hu  life. 
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JOHN  WILKES,  ESQ. 

CONVICTED  OF  SEDITION  AND  BLASPllEMY. 


The  year  1768  will  ever  be  re- 
membered in  the  annals  of  Eng- 
lish history,  on  account  of  tlie  mur« 
ders  and  mischief  committed  by  a 
deluded  mob,  stimulated  by  the 
writings,  and  opposition  to  the  go- 
yernment,  of  John  Willies,  Esq. 
an  •  alderman  of  London,  and 
member  of  parliament  for  Ayles- 
bury. 

The  most  scandalous  and  ofTen. 
sife  of  his  writings  were  in  a  pe- 
riodical publication  called  ^  The 
North  Briton,'  No.  45;  and  a 
pamphlet  entitled  <  An  Essay  on 
Woman.*^ 

The  <  North  Briton*  was  of  a 
political  nature  ;  the  other  a  piece 
of  obscenity :  the  one  calculated  to 
set  the  people  against  the  govern- 
ment ;  the  other  to  corrupt  their 
morals. 

Among  the  ministers  who  found 
themselves  more  personally  at- 
tacked in  the  <  North  Briton'  was 
Samuel  Martin,  Esq.  member  for 


Cannlford.  This  gentleman  found 
his  character,  as  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  so  vilified,  that  he  called 
the  writer  to  the  field. 

Wilkes  had  already  been  engaged 
in  a  duel  with  Lord  Talbot^  and 
escaped  unhurt;  but  Mr.  Martin 
shot  him  in  the  body,  of  which 
wound  he  laid  in  imminent  danger 
during  several  days,  and  contined 
to  his  house  for  some  weeks. 

The  attorney-general  filed  infor- 
mations against  Wilkes,  as  author 
of  «  The  North  Briton,*  No.  45,  f 
and  a  pamphlet  entitled  ^  An  Es- 
say on  Woman.'  On  these  charges 
he  was  apprehended,  and  committed 
prisoner  to  the  T<$wer,  but  soon  ad- 
mitted to  bail. 

His  papers  were  forcibly  seized, 
for  which  he  charged  the  secreta- 
ries of  state  with  a  robbery,  and 
which  was  afterwards,  by  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  determined  to 
have  been  illegal. 

Before  his  trial  came  on,   Mr. 


*  This '  Esa&y  on  Woman'  was  a  parody  on  Pope's  sublime  work«  called  '  An  Essay  oh 
Man.'  ":       , 

A  learned  divine,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kidgell,  thus  writes  ou  the  works  of  Wilkes?^ 

'  On  the  title-page  is  an  obscene  print*  with  a  Greek  inscription,  signifying  '*  The 
S«vioar  of  the  World."  We  shall,  the  |)oison  of  the  publication  being  long  eradicated, 
merely  quote  a  commentator  on  the  subject : 

"  In  this  work  (an*  Essay  on  Woman')  the  lewdest  thoughts  arc  expressed  m  terms  of 
the  greatest  obscenity  ;  the  most  horrid  impurity  is  minutely  represented  ;  the  sex  is  vil- 
lified  and  insulted;  and  the  whole  is  scurrilous,  impudent,  and  impious,  to  an  incredible 
degree.  In  the  variations  and  notes  the  inspired  writings  are  perverted  into  the  gruis 
ideas  of  a  libidinous  blasphemer,  with  an  invention  new,  wonderful,  and  horrid.  Tbe 
most  solemn  and  impHrtant  passages  of  ihe  Gospel  arc  tortured  into  the  oblique  obscenity 
of  double  meanings,  worthy  only  of  him  who  is  at  once  the  enemy  of  God  and  man." 

f  The  paper  entitled  '  The  North  Britain'  was  ordered  to  be  burnt  by  the  common  exe- 
ctttiouer,  at  the  Royal  Kicbunge.  Mr.  Alderman  Harfey,  one  of  the  sherilfs  of  Londun, 
attending  in  his  official  capacity,  to  sc-e  this  carried  into  execution,  was  assaulted  and 
wounded  by  the  mob.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Jbhn  Frnnklin  was  seized  .as  one  of  the 
offenders,  and  committed  to  Newgate.  On  the  day  of  the  conviction  of  Wilkes  he  was 
tried  for  this  outrage  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  found  guilty. 

When  the  trial  was  ended,  the  worthy  atdorroaii  addreited  the  Court  in  behalf  of  the 
prisoner.  He  said  that,  for  his  part,  he  hud  forgiven  the  affront  offered  to  his  own  per- 
son ;  that  justice  required  a  prosecution  :  it  hod  been,  by  the  conviction  of  the  offender, 
in.  part  satisfied,  and  therefore,  he  hoped,  liie  Court  would  mitigate  his  puuishment.  The 
('ourt  complied  with  the  prosectktor's  humane  request,  and  sentenced . the  prisoner  to 
a  short  imprisonment,  to  pay  a  fine  of  bix  shillings  and  eightpcncv,  and  t  j  find  security 
for  his  good  behaviour  for  uiie  year. 

fOL.  Ji.  69 
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Wilkes  fled  to  France ;  but  uoder 
the  pretext  of  restoriog  bit  health, 
which  had  suffered  from  his  wound, 
and  the  haraising  measures  ^ken 
against  him  by  the  secretaries  of 
state.  Lord  Egremont  and  Lord 
Halifax.  No  sooner  was  be  out  of 
the  kiogdom  than  thej  proceeded 
to  outlaw  ry,  dbmissed  him  from  his 
command  as  colonel  of  the  Buck, 
ingbamshire  militia,  and  expelled 
kim  from  bb  scat  in  parliament. 

But  even  a  foreign  land  did  not 
shelter  him  from  the  resentment  of 
his  fellow-subjects. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  Captain 
Forbes,  in  the  British  service,  met 
Wilkes  walking  with  Lord  Palmer, 
ston,  in  Paris,  who,  though  be  bad 
Dever  seen  either  of  them,  yet,  from 
a  drawing,  he  conceived  one  of 
them  to  be  the  man  who  bad  so  much 
abused  his  country,  Scotland.  Find, 
ing  bis  conjecture  right,  he  told 
Wilkes  that,  as  the  author  of  <  The 
North  Briton,'  he  must  fight  him. 
Wilkes  referred  him  to  his  hotel. 
When  Mr.  Forbes  got  an  interview 
with  Wilkes,  which  he  stated  to 
have  been  attended  with  much  dif. 
firulty,  he  was  answered  that  he 
(y/imm)  would  meet  no  man  in 
combat  until  he  had  fought  Lord 
Egremont,  and  whom  he  could  not 
challenge  while  he  held  his  high  of- 
ficial  station  under  goveniment. 

The  captain  insisted  to  no  pur. 
pose ;  and  then,  calling  him  a 
scoundrel,  threatened  him  with  a 
caning  on  their  next  meeting  in  the 
public  streets. 

Lord  Egreroonl's  death,  which 
happened  at  this  juncture,  having 
released  Wilkes  from  his  pretended 
sanguinary  determination  against 
that  nobleman,  and  the  marshals  of 

*  Captain  Furbet,  to  avoid  being  taken  on  lbs  marsbalt'  warranty  fled  from  Faris. 

t  It  must  be  ob»rr-''d  that  Mr  Wilkes,  in  order  to  regain  hit  libertj,  when  appre- 
bended  for  being  abunt  to  break  the  peace  bj  duelling  with  Captain  Forbn»  was  ordered 
to  giT«  bond  for  \\:%  good  behaviour,  and  therefore  cuuld  not  fight  in  the  FVeiich  doaii'- 

BIOBi. 


Franoe  baving  taken  bim  into  cos. 
tody,  and  issued  their  warrants 
against  Forbes,  the  former,  on  re. 
gaining  bis  liberty,  wrote  a  cbal- 
lenge  to  the  latter,  in  a  letter  to 
bis  friend  and  countrymaa,  AleE- 
ander  Murray,  £sq.  who  waa  also 
then  in  Pkris.  In  this  addre«  be 
says  ^  Yon  know  every  thing  that 
passed  between  us,  and  the  wild 
extravagant ,  wish  he  (Capt^ua 
Forbes)  fonned  of  ighting  me,  on 
no  pretence  nor  provocation.  I 
am  no  prixe*figbter,  yet  1  told  bim 
I  would  indulge  bim  as  soea  aa  I 
could.  I  mentioned  to  him  the  af- 
fair of  Lord  Egremont,  and  a  pie- 
f  ions  engagement  I  tbongbt  myaelf 
under.  Lord  Egremont,  to  iqr 
great  regret  (greater  1  believe  than 
of  any  other  person),  baa  prevented 
my  proceeding  farther,  aady  as  a 
Frenchman  would  say, "  If  ss'ftjoaa 
ttii  vUain  iour.*^  I  am  now  at  Cap- 
tain Forbes's  service,  and  aball 
wait  his  commands.  I  do  not  know 
where  he  is,  for  be  has  not  appeared 
in  Paris  for  some  time.*  iU  your 
bouse  has  been  bis  asylnm,  1  am 
necessitated  to  beg  jou,  sir,  to  ac- 
quaint Captain  Forbes  that  I  will 
be  at  Menin,  the  first  town  in 
Austrian  Flanders, f  on  the  con. 
fines  of  France,  the  Sfst  of  this 
month,  September,  1768,  and  that 
Monsieur  Goy  will  do  me  the 
honour  of  accompanying  me ;  but 
be  only.' 

We  find  nothing  of  this  meeting, 
the  captain  having  gone  to  Eog. 
land. 

In  a  few  months  Mr.  Wilkes  also 
returned  to  London,  and  gave  no- 
tice that  he  woold,  on  a  certain 
day,  surrender  himself  on  the  In. 
formations  filed  against  bim.     He 
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then  appeared  in  his  place,  as  an 
aldeman,  in  Guildhall ;  and,  on 
his  return,  the  mob  took  the  horses 
fren  his  carriage,  and  dragged  it  to 
his  house,  crjing  <  Wilkes  and  li- 
berty V 

On  the  2l8t  of  Febrnaiy,  1704, 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  for  the 
libels  before  mentioned,  came  on 
before  Lord  Mansfield,  and  on  both 
ho  was  found  guiKy. 

More  than  two  jears  were  oc. 
copied  in  law  proceedings  on  the 
▼aliditj  of  his  apprehension,  the 
•eisure  of  his  papers,  and  the  out- 
lawry, the  detail  of  which  would 
afford  little  entertainment  to  our 
roadeirs.  Meanwhile  Wilkes's  po. 
polarity  and  the  outrages  of  the 
nob  daily  increased. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1768,  Mr. 
Wilkes,  having  been  served  with  a 
writ  of  Capias  Utlogatum,  appeared 
before  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
in  the  custody  of  the  proper  officer. 
His  counsel  moved  to  admit  him  to 
bail,  but  which  was  opposed  by  the 
counsel  for  the  crown ;  who  eon- 
tended  that  no  precedent  could  be 
produced  of  a  person  under  a  cri- 
minal conviction  being  admitted  to 
bail,  for,  by  such  an  indulgence,  it 
might  be  said  that  a  man  who  flies 
from  justice,  and  is  thereupon  out- 
lawed, would  be  in  a  better  state 
than  the  man  who  submits  to  it :  in 
the  latter  case,  after  conviction,  he 
must  remain  in  custody  until  sen- 
tence is  passed ;  whereas,  in  the 
former  case^  he  would  be  at  large. 

The  Court  held  with  this  kind  of 
argument,  and  Mr.  Wilkes  was  or- 
dered to  the  King's  Bench  prison. 
In  his  way  thither  the  coach  in  which 
he  was  carried  was  stopped  by  the 
mob,  who  took  off  the  horses,  and 
dragged  it,  with  him,  through  the 
city,  to  a  public  house  in  Spitalfields, 
where  they  permitted  him  to  alight. 
From  thence,  about  eleven  at  night, 
he  mada  his  escape,  and  immediately 


proceeded    towards    the     prison^ 
where  he  surrendered  himself. 

The  next  day  he  was  visited  by 
many  of  his  friends,  and  the  prison 
was  surrounded  by  a  Vast  con- 
course of  people^  who,  It  was 
feared,  would  have  ofi^red  some 
outrage;  but  all  remained  quiet 
until  night,  when  they  pulled  up 
the  rails  which  enclosed  the  foot- 
way, with  which  they  made  a  bon- 
fire, and  obliged  the  inhabitants  of 
the  borough  of  Sonthwark  to  Illu- 
minate their  houses;  nor  would 
they  disperse  until  the  arrival  of  a 
captain's  guard  of  soldiers. 

From  this  time  a  mob  constantly 
surrounded  the  King's  Bench  prison 
for  several  days.  At  length  the 
justices  appeared,  followed  by  the 
military ;  the  Riot  Act  was  read ; 
and,  the  mob  not  dispersing,  the 
soldiers  were  ordered  to  fire  upon 
them.  Many  were  killed,  and 
among  them  some  passengers,  at  a 
considerable  distafice  from  the 
scene  of  confusion. 

On  the  98th  the  case  of  the  out- 
lawry was  finally  argued  In  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench.  Sergeant 
Glynn,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
greatly  added  to  his  reputation  as  a 
sound  lawyer,  and  was  ably  an- 
swered by  the  attorney-general; 
but  the  judges,  though  they  some* 
what  differed  in  their  reasons  on 
the  illegality  of  the  outlawry,  were 
unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  it 
should  be  reversed.  This  was  a 
great  point  obtained  by  Mr. 
Wilkes  ;  and,  obnoxious  as  he  was 
to  government,  the  determination, 
consistent  with  law,  was  upright 
and  honorable  in  the  learned 
bench. 

Mr.  Wilkes  was  not,  however, 
destined  to  clear  himself  by  this 
single  point  gained ;  for  the  attor- 
ney.general  immediately  moved, 
that  judgment  might  be  passed  upon 
him  OB  his  several  convictions*  Tha 
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prisooer*8  coansel  upon  this  mo?ed 
an  Arrest  of  jadfmeat;  and  the 
Court  appointed  the  next  Thursday 
to  hear  the  arguments  thereon. 
The  general  warrant  on  which  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  apprehended  was  also 
declared  illegaJ. 

These  detenninalions  wiU  show 
the  reader  that,  howe?er  great  a 
man's  crimes,  he  roust  be  proceeded 
against  according  to  the  strict  letter 
of  the  law  of  the  land.  In  this  re. 
spect  Mr.  Wilkes  was  hardly  dealt 
with,  and  he  took  especial  cafe  to 
promulgate  those  hardships  to  the 
people. 

In  his  address  to  his  constituents, 
the  freeholders  of  Middlesex,  he 
says : — 

*  In  the  whole  progress  of  minis- 
terial Tengeance  against  me  for  se- 
feral  years,  I  have  shown,  to  the 
conviction  of  all  mankind,  that  my 
enemies  have  trampled  on  the  laws, 
and  have  been  actuated  by  the  spirit 
of  tyranny  and  arbitrary  power. 

'The  general  xsarrani  under 
which  I  was  first  apprehended  has 
been  adjudged  illegal.  The  seizure 
of  my  papers  was  condemned  ju- 
dicially. The  outlawry^  so  long 
the  topic  of  violent  abuse,  is,  at 
last^  declared  to  have  been  contrary 
to  law  ;  and,  on  the  ground  first 
taken  by  my  friend,  Mr.  Sergeant 
Glynn,  is  formally  reversed.' 

On  the  day  appointed  for  that 
purpose  the  last  effort  was  made  to 
get  rid  of  the  remainder  of  the  pro. 
ceedings  against  Mr.  Wilkes.  The 
arguments  for  an  arrc&t  of  judg. 
ment,  though  carried  on  with  great 
Ingenuity,  would  not  hold,  and  he 
was  found  legally  convicted  uf  writ- 
ing the  libels.  For  that  in  the 
^  True  Briton'  he  was  fined  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  sentenced  io 
two  years'  imprisunmeut  in  the 
King's  Bench  prison ;  and  for  the 
^  Essay  on  Woman'  five  hundred 
pounds  more,  a  farther  imprison- 


OMot  of  tw^f I  ve  months,  and  to  find 
security  for  hu  good  behavimir  for 
seven  yean, 

PrevioBsly  io  bb  impfison—t 
Mr.  WUkes  was  deeted  oMaber.of 
parliament  for  Middlesex,  when 
the  mob  proceeded  to  varioos  acts 
of  ontrage.  They  broke  tbe  win- 
dows  of  Lord  Bete,  the  prioie  ■!• 
nister,  and  of  the  Mansion  Uoiise, 
even  that  of  the  lady  mayoress'^ 
bed-chamber ;  forced  the  inhabit, 
ants  of  the  metropolis  to  lilnmi. 
nate  their  houses,  crying  -ont— - 
(  Wilkes  and  Liberty !'  and  all  who 
refused  to  echo  it  back  were 
knocked  down. 

A  stone  was  thrown  by  tlin  dar* 
ing  mob  at  the  Polish  Count  Ra- 
wotski,  which  he  dexieronsly 
caught  in  his  hand,  the  windows  of 
hu  carriage  in  which  he  sat  being 
fo'rtunately  down.  Hb  lordship 
looking  out  and  smiling,  he  re. 
ceivcd  no  other  violence. 

The  outrages  of  the  populace 
were  too  many  to  be  enumerated  ; 
several  innocent  people  were  killed, 
and  vast  numbers  wounded.  They 
broke  windows  without  number, 
destroyed  furniture,  and  even  in- 
suited  royalty  itself. 

Thus  we  find  that  Wilkes  was 
long  the  idol  of  the  mob,  but,  like 
all  other  leaders  of  this  creation, 
he  fell  into  oblivion,  and  passed 
through  the  crowd  with  as  little 
notice  as  any  other  roan.  He 
greatly  wished  to  possess  the  charo. 
berlainship  of  London,  but  the 
better  class  of  citizens  were  too 
wary  to  trust  him  with  their  cash, 
and,  after  a  contested  election  for 
that  lucrative  situation.  Alderman 
Hopkins  was  chosen ;  but  it  was 
suspected  that  at  length  he.  got  a 
sop  into  some  corner  of  the  politi- 
cal dripping. pan,  as  the  remainder 
of  his  life  was  very  passive  on  all 
•  political  measures. 

The  metropolis,  as  well  as  va. 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.      405 


rtous  other  parts  of  (he  kingdom, 
had  not  been  so  confolsed  with 
riots  and  partial  insurrections  since 
the  ciTil  wars  as  daring  the  short 
time  of  Wilkes's  popularity,  of  the 
dreadful  effects  of  which  we  shall 
adduce  some  instances. 

These  disgraceful  tumults,  and 
the  lenity,  or,  as  some  would  hafO 
it,  the  timidity  of  gOTernment, 
spread  disaffection  into  all  classes 
of  mechanics,  who,  thinking  the 
time  at  hand  when  they  might  ex- 
act what  wages  they  pleased,  and, 
perhaps,  beyond  their  masters'  pro- 
fits, struck  their  work.* 

The  sailors  also,  following  the 
example  of  the  landsmen,  went  in  a 
body  of  many  thousands,  with 
drums  beating  and  colours  Aying, 
to  St.  James's  Palace,  and  pre- 
sented  a  petition  to  the  king,  pray- 
ing a  ^  Relief  of  GrieTanccs.'  Two 
days  afterwards  they  assembled  in 
much  greater  numbers,  and  pro- 
ceeded'as  far  as  Palace  Yard,  in 
order  to  petition  Parliament  for  an 
increase  of  wages ;  where  they  were 
addressed  by  two  gentlemen  stand- 
ing on  the  top  of  a  hackney  coach, 
who  told  them  that  their  petition 
could  not  be  immediately  attended 
to,  but  that  it  would  be  const- 
dared  and  answered  in  due  time, 
whereupon  the  tars  gate  three 
cheers,  and  for  a  while  dispersed. 
A  short  time  afterwards,  howefer, 
they  assembled  at  Limehouse,  and. 


boarding  sereral  outward-bound 
vessels,  forcibly  cat  ried  away  their 
crews,  under  pretence  of  not  suffer- 
ing  ships  to  sail  until  the  seamen's 
wages  were  increased. 

The  watermen  of  the  Thames  as- 
semblcd  in  a  body  before  the  Man- 
sion House,  and  complained  to  the 
lord  mayor  of  the  low  prices  of 
their  fares ;  when  his  lordship  ad. 
vised  them  to  draw  up  a  petition  to 
parliament,  which  he  would  himself 
present ;  upon  which  they  gave  him 
three  cheers,  and  departed. 

The  Spital  Fields'  weavers  pro« 
ccedcd  to  greater  outrages.  A 
great  number  of  them  forcibly  en« 
tered  the  house  of  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Farr,  in  Pratt's  Alley,  and  cut  to 
pieces  and  destroyed  the  silk-work 
manufactory  in  two  different  looms. 
They  forcibly  entered  the  house  of 
his  relation,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pratt, 
in  the  same  alley,  and  murdered  a 
lad  of  seventeen  years  of  age,  by 
shooting  him  through  the  head  with 
a  pistol  loaded  with  slugs.  A  re* 
ward  was  promised  for  apprehending 
those  rioters,  and  his  majesty's  par- 
don offered  to  him  who  discovered 
the  murderer. 

The  sawyers,  assembling  in  large 
bodies,  pulled  down  the  saw-milly 
lately  erected  at  a  great  expense^ 
on  pretence  that  it  deprived  many 
workmen  of  employment  They 
also  wanted  mclre  wages. 

The  hatters   at   the  same  time 


*  Another  instance  of  the  eDtbusiasm  of  the  lower  order  of  the  conmuiiity,  and  the  laxity 
of  government,  tuay  be  adduced  from  the  circumstance  of  on  assiult  made  upon  Emer- 
son, one  of  the  constables  of  St.  Bride's,  Fleet  Street.  The  aggressor  was  a  woman  of  the 
low  Hibernian  racb,  who,  in  tpiriU,  was  bawling  out  '  Wilkes  and  liberty !'  Mr.  Con- 
stable apprehended  her,  and  she  defended  herself  according  to  the  pugilistic  system. 

Her  defence  on  her  (rial  was  pithy,  and  to  the  point : 

'  Ma^  it  pleases  your  Worships'  Honours ;  I  was  going  home,  right  quietly,  with  no- 
body with  me  but  myself;  and  just  as  I  was  singing  out  praises  for  the  Jttre  cnUure 
Wifkes,  that  black  whoreson  dog  took  the  liberty  to  take  me  up ;  and  so  d'ye  see,  an't 
please yoor  Honours*  Worships,  1  took  the  liberty  of  breaking  his  bentl,  and  sore  that  was 
nothing  at  all  at  all.'  ' 

The  Conrt  fined  her  a  shilling,  which  she  paid,  observing  *  That  it  was  a  cheap  row, 
to  hreak  an  English  constable's  head  for  a  lirteen.'    The  reader  mii|t  observe  tha^,  in 
Ireland,  a  shilling  passes  for  thirieenpence. 
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•tfock,  and  demaoded  increased 
wages;  but  we  do  not  hear  of  any 
outrages  being  committed  by  them. 

The  labouring  husbandmen  rose 
in  sefcral  parts  of  England,  in  or. 
d^r  to  reduce  the  price  of  grain. 

At  Tenterden^  in  Kent,  a  paper 
was  posted  on  the  church  doori 
threatening  the  farmers  if  they  re- 
fused to  sell  their  wheat  at  ten 
pounds  a  load,  and  the  millers  if 
Aey  gave  more ;  and  exciting  all 
the  poor  to  assemble,  and  raise  a 
mob,  and  those  who  refused  were 
to  have  their  right  arms  broken. 

At  Hastings,  in  Sussex,  the  mob 
committed  Tarious  outrages  on  the 
farmers  In  that  neighbourhood,  and 
threatened  the  life  of  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  attempting  to  com* 
nit  one  of  them  to  prison. 

The  journeymen  coopers  at  Li- 
verpool also  rose  In  a  body,  and 
forced  one  of  their  masters  on  a 
pole,  and  In  a  cruel  manner  carried 
him  through  the  streets,  pretending 
he  had  hurt  the  trade. 

The  folly  of  popular  commotion 
was  ne^er  better  exemplified  than 
in  the  case  of  Wilkes,  whose  pa- 
triotism was  accidental  and  merce. 
nary  j  for  his  letters  to  his  daughter 
clearly  show  the  contempt  with 
which  he  regarded  the  enthusiasm 
in  his  favour,  and  the  object  he  had 
in  view  in  exciting  hatred  against 
the  got emroent.  Many  of  the  de- 
luded people  who  shouted  ^  Wilkes 
and  liberty'  were  sererely  injured 


In  the  riots ;  and  others  were  siili- 
scquently  punished  by  the  outraged 
laws  of  the  country.  In  a  short 
time  the  commotion  subsided,  and 
the  author  of  them  sunk  into  com- 
.  parative  obscurity,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  his  death  in  1797,  at 
the  age  of  seventy. 

Wilkes's  character,  with  all  its 
faults,  has  been  blackened  ikinch 
more  than  it  deserved.  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  elegant  manners,  fina 
taste,  and  pleasing  conversation. 
Amidst  all  the  vicissitudes  of  life, 
he  spared  some  time  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  classical  learning,  and,  in 
1790,  published,  for  private  diatri. 
bution,  splendid  editions  of  the 
Characters  of  Theophrastus  and  the 
Poems  of  Catullus ;  he  had  also 
made  considerable  progress  in  a 
translation  of  Anacreon.  His  Let- 
ters and  Speeches  appeared  during 
his  life,  in  three  volumes  ;  he  also 
published  a  volume  of  Speeches  him- 
self, and,  in  1788,  a  single  sheet  in 
defence  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Hastings, 
which  was  by  many  considered  the 
ablest  exculpation  of  that  gentle, 
man  which  had  appeared  in  print. 
Many  other  of  his  occasional  effo- 
sions  are  scattered  through  the 
newspapers  and  magazines  of  the 
day,  but  the  principal  of  them  are  to 
be  found  in  a  work,  in  five  volmnes, 
entitled  <  The  Correspondence  of 
John  Wilkes,  Esq.  with  his  Friendf, 
with  Memoirs  of  his  Life  by  John 
Almon.' 


JAMES  MURPHY  AND  JOHN  DOGAN, 

SXSCUTED  FOR  BEING  CONCERNED  IN  WlLKES's  RIOTS. 


The  first  and  most  daring  mob 
during  these  riots  was  occasioned 
by  the  coal-heavers,  of  which  gang 
were  Murphy  and  Dogan. 

They  demanded  an  increase  .of 

wages ;  and,  because  the  sailors  in 

the  coal-ships    would  not  second 

ibw    iiniawfal    aad    exotbituit 


demand,  they  were  attacked,  and 
various  dreadful  skirmishes  en- 
sued. 

The  rioters  then  went  on  board 
the  coal-ships,  and  obliged  the  ine» 
who  were  at  work  to  leave  off ;  ao 
that  the  business  of  delivering  ahips 
Vdl  ^«  tmc  was  totally  at  a  staiid. 


KNAPP  k  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.       407 


Thej  complained  that  their  em- 
ployers, called  undertaken,  op. 
pressed  them  in  rarious  shapes;  cur. 
tailed  the  wages  paid  to  them,  not 
in  money,  but  io  liquor  and  goods 


eoal-heavers  sallied  out  from  their 
lurking-holes,  and  continued  their 
riotous  practices.  The  sessions, 
howeTer,were  at  hand,and  Murphy 
and  Dogan,  two  of  the  most  actiFe, 


of  a  bad  quality  ;  and  that  those   .who  had  been  secured  at  the  affray 
undertakers  got  fortunes  while  they    wherein  the  soldiers  were  killed, 


and  their  families  were  starving. 

One  day  they  proceeded,  with 
colours  flying  and  drums  beating, 
towards  Uie  Palace  Yard,  as  they 
said,  to  lay  their  complaints  before 
the  king;  but  were  met  by  the 
justices,  with  Shr  John  Fielding  at 
their  hnd,  who,  with  much  entrea- 
ty, proTaile^  on  them  to  return. 

On  the  13th  of  June  their  inso- 
lence arrived  to  such  a  height  that 
the  military  was  called  in  to  the  as. . 
sistance  of  the  civil  power. 

The  desperadoes  even  attacked 
(le  soldiers,  who  fired  upon  them, 
which  killed  several  rioters,  and 
whof  in  return^  murdered  three  of 
their  opponents. 

Twenty  of  the  leaders  were  se- 
cured, an(|  committjDd  to  prison.  A 
monthly  publication  at  the  time,  on 
this  subject,  says,  ^  The  gaols  are 
full  of  these  fellows,  who  would 
neither  work,  nor  let  others  work, 
so  that  the  business  of  the  river  has 
been  greatly  obstructed.' 

Nothing  intimidated  the  rioters, 
who  for  some  time  paraded  the 
streets  in  large  bodies,  armed  with 
cutlasses,  bludgeons,  and  other  of- 
fensive weapons,  crying  out  ^  Five 
pounds  for  a  sailor's  head,  and 
twenty  for  a  master's !  We'll  cut 
the  lightermen's  throats,  and  mui>- 
der  all  the  masters,  burn  their 
houses,  and  set  fire  to  their  ships. 

In  thb  daring  manner  they  con- 
tinued to  terrify  those  concerned 
at  the  water-aide.  The  military  fre. 
quently  dispersed  them;  but  no 
sooner  were  they  retired  than  the 


were  conTicted  of  the  murders, 
sentenced  to  death,  and  their  bodies 
to  be  dellTered  to  the  surgeons  for 
dissection. 

On  the  morning  of  their  execu- 
tion, which  took  place  at  Tyburn, 
July  the  11th,  1768,  a  great  num- 
ber of  Irish  women  assembled  at 
Surgeons'  Hall,  and  set  up  the  fu- 
neral howl  of  their  country*  upon 
the  bodies  being  carried  Into  the 
hall  for  dissection,  pursuant  to  the 
sentence ;  nor  would  they  disperse 
until  they  found  no  hopes  of  res. 
cuing  their  *  dear  countrymen,' 
whose  death  they  Insisted  was  a 
^  big  burning  shame.' 

This  example  intimidated  the  re- 
mainderof  the  discontented  rabble, 
who  were  soon  glad  to.  bo  again 
taken  into  their  former  employ. 

On  the  26th  of  the  same  month 
seven  more  of  the  riotous  coal- 
heavers,  having  been  tried,  found 
guilty,  and  condemned  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  were  carried  from  Newgate 
to  the  Sun  TaTern  Fields,  the  spot 
of  their  riot,  and  executed  pursuant 
to  their  sentence. 

The  whole  of  the  London  con- 
stables and  peace-officers  were,  by 
the  sheriffs,  ordered  to  attend  the 
execution.  A  party  of  the  guards 
was  posted  in  readiness,  in  case  of 
any  attempt  to  rescue  the  culprits  ; 
but  though  more  than  fifty  thousand 
people,  on  a  moderate  calculation, 
were  present  at  the  place  of  execa« 
tion,  no  disturbance  happened,  and 
the  guards  never  appeared  in  sight 
of  thetn. 


•  FonBcrW,  in  the  country  parts  of  Irehuid,  where  a  corpie  it  ftomedmei  carried  several 
milei  for  interaent,  the  women,  ai  the  proceuion  paises  on  tha  road«  set  up  a  SMtomfal 
cry,  which  they  caH  Kasiiiiif-a  custom  mm  ntar^jr  ttfinot. 
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WILLIAM  HAWKINS  AND  JOSEPH  WILD, 

INDICTED  FOB  HIOTIHG. 


of  the  Old  IJai.  this  inKtaot  be  saw  (he  prisoner, 

le;  for  July,  176S,  William  Haw-  Hawkina,  laying  about  him  with 'a 

kim  and  Joseph  Wild  vere  tried  stick,  which  ho  afterwards  fonnd 

for  asMultIng  andwoanding  twoof  wai  stuck  with  nails,  and  he  taw 

tlie  lervanti  of  the  lord  major  of  him  strike  one  or  two  people,  who 

London,  and    for   olhcr  ODlawfoI  prorcd   to   be  hh   lordihip'i   ser- 

acti  againat  the  peace  of  our  iotc-  vanti.    Thef  then  seized  Hawkins, 

reign  lord  the  king.  and    were  dragging   him  into  tke 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution  Mansion  House  :  but  the  mob  ret. 

the   first  witness   called  wai  Mr.  cued  him,  and  he  was  making  off, 

Way,  a  gentleman  who  was  acci-  when  the  witnesscollaredhim,  and, 

dentally  passing  on  the  evening  of  with  the  assistance  of  the  wounded 

thia  riot.     He  deposed  that  be  saw  serrants,  secured  bim  in  iba  MaD< 

a  crowd  of  people  carrying  a  gib.  sion  House. 

bet,  on  which  hung  a  boot  and  a         Philip  Pyle  swore  that,  boing  In 

petticoat,  and  making  a  stand  at  the  waiting  upon  the  lord  mayor  the 

Mansion  House  ;  he  saw  the  lord  night  of  the  riot  (the  fith  of  Hay, 

mayor  come  out,  and  rush  among  the  neit  day  after  the   outkiwiT 

the  people  who  carried  the  gibbet,  against  Wilkes  was   rerened),  be 

on  which  an  affray  began,  and  he  observed  a  great  mob  odTaocisg 

Eiretcnjly  heard  the  words  *  Knock  with  a  gibbcl,  a  boot  and  a  petticoat 

fin  (fown,  knock  him  down'.'   At  hanging  upon  it;   and  b«ng  or- 


hi 
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dered  by  his  lordship  to  seize  it, 
he  ga? e  it  a  shake,  which  obliged 
the  mob  to  .  quit  it ;  that  he  was 
pulling  it  along,  when  a  man,  whom 
he  bclicfed  to  be  the  prisoner 
Hawkins,  caught  a  flambeau  out^f 
his  hand,  and  broke  his  head  with 
it  in  several  places.  Dropping  Ihe 
gibbet,  he  recovered  the  flambeau, 
and  made  a  stroke  at  the  assailants 
(for  there  were  now  two  or  three 
striking  at  him),  and  was  endeavor- 
ing to  retreat  for  fear  of  falling,  in 
which  case,  he  said,  he  must  un- 
doubtedly have  been  murdered, 
when  he  received  several  blows  on 
hb  head  with  a  stick  stuck  full  of 
nails,  which  happened  to  fly  out  of 
the  prisoner's,  Hawkins,  hand,  and 


his  fcllow-servant  snatched  it  up. 
The  prisoner  then  endeavored  Co 
defend  himself  with  his  hands,  but 
the  witness  dragged  him,  in  his 
rage,  near  twenty  yards  through 
the  mob ;  but  when  he  had  got  him 
within  ten  yards  of  the  Mansion 
House  the  mob  rescued  him,  and 
when  he  was  making  ofl*  Mr.  Way 
collared  him,  and  brought  hiiu 
back. 

Thomas  Woodward,  another 
servant  of  the  lord  mayor,  corro- 
borated  the  evidence  of  the  two 
former  witnesses. 

There  being  no  positive  proof 
against  the  prisoner  Wild,  he  was 
acquiHed ;  but  Hawkins  was  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  death. 


ELIZABETH  RICHARDSON, 

EXECUTED  FOIl  THE  MURDER  OF  MR.  PIMLOT. 

This  unhappy  woman   was  se-    being  admitted,  declaring  with  hor* 


duced  from  the  precepts  of  virtue 
and  honour  at  an  early  period  of 
life ;  and,  after  subsisting  some 
years  on  the  wages  of  casual  pros* 
titution,  she  was  taken  into  keep- 
ing by  Mr.  Pimlot,  an  4ttorney-at- 
law,  who  had  chambers  in  Symond's 
Inn. 

Whether  she  had  canse  for  jea. 
loDsy  is  uncertain ;  but  she  was  in- 
flamed with  that  passion  to  a  de- 
gree of  Tlolence,  and  frequently 
went  to  his  chambers  in  the  expec- 
tation of  finding  him  engaged  with 
acme  other  woman. 

On  a  Sunday  evening  Mr.  Pimlot 
was  engaged  with  some  friends  at  a 
house  in  Fleet  Street ;  and  Richard, 
son  going  to  his  chambers,  and  find- 
ing him  not  there,  determined  to 
wait  till  his  return.  About  twelve 
o'clock  Mr.  Pimlot  entered  his 
chambers,  without  being  perceived 
by  the  woman,  and  went  to  bed. 

In  about  half  an  honr  she  re- 
turned to  the  chambers,  and  in  a 
most  riotons  manner  insisted  opon 


rid  imprecations  that  she  would 
not  depart  till  she  had  seen  Mr« 
Pimlot,  who  for  some  time  made  no 
answer ;  which  exasperating  her  to 
still  greater  outrage,  she  gave  vent 
to  her  passion  in  the  most  profane 
language,  and,  after  breaking  one 
of  the  panes  of  the  window,  she 
went  towards  the  passage  leading  to 
Chancery  Lane ;  but,  turning  back# 
she  was  met  by  Mr.  Pimlot,  who 
gave  her  into  custody  of  the  watch. 
She  was  no  sooner  taken  into  cus- 
tody than,  with  a  sharp-pointed 
pen-knife,  with  a  blade  about  two 
inches  long,  she  struck  Mr.  Pimlot 
under  the  left  breast.  The  watch* 
man  said,  *  You  break  the  peace, 
madam,  and  I  must  take  you  to 
the  watch-house.'  Immediately  af- 
ter this,  Mr.  Pimlot,  taking  the 
knife  from  the  wound,  said,  in  a 
faint  and  tremulous  voice,  *  Here^ 
watchman,  take  this  knife;  she  has 
stabbed  me.' 

Mr.  Pimlot   proceeded   to  the 
watch-house,  being  followed  by  the 
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constable  lind  his  prisoner.  He  sat 
down  in  tlie  constable's  chair,  and, 
opening  hit  waistcoat,  the  blood 
was  seen  issuing  from  his  wonnd ; 
and,  leaning  down  his  head,  he  pre- 
sently eipired,  without  speaking. 
The  knife  was  examined,  and  blood 
appeared  upon  the  blade. 

When  she  perceired  the  blood  is- 
soing  from  Mr,  Pimlot's  wound, 
she  clasped  her  hands,  and  ez- 
daiined  <  What  hare  I  done  ?  O, 
Mr.  Wilson  !  it  was  I  that  did  this 
shocking  deed ;  instantly  send  for 
a  surgeon— send  for  a  surgeon.  I 
hare  murdered,  I  fear  I  have  mur. 
dcred,  my  dear  Pimlot !'  She  was 
immediately  sent  to  New  Prison ; 
and  her  tears,  and  other  passionate 
expressions  of  sorrow,  proved  her 
to  be  deeply  penetrated  by  afflic- 
tion for  the  crime  she  had  com- 
mitt^. 

A  watchman  was  sent  for  Mr. 
Minors,  a  surgeon,  in  Chancery 
Lane ;  but,  be  being  in  bed,  two  of 
his  pupils  accompanied  the  watch- 
man ;  but  upon  their  arrival  they 
found  the  gentleman  dead. 

On  the  following  day  the  body 
was  opened  by  Mr.  Minors,  who 
found  that  the  heart  was  pene- 
trated, and  that  the  wound  exactly 
corresponded  with  the  figure  of  the 
knife.  The  coroner's  jury  being 
summoned,  a  verdict  of  Wilful  Mur- 
der was  found  against  the  prboner, 
who  was  brought  to  trial  at  the 
next  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey; 
and,  being  found  guilty  on  the  most 


indisputable  evidence,  she  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  executed  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday. 

The  time  for  her  execution  was 
prolonged,  on  account  of  the  she- 
riffs  being  obliged  to  attend  the 
election  of  members  of  parlianient 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex, 

From  the  time  of  her  committing 
the  murder  to  that  of  her  death 
this  unhappy  woman  employed  her« 
self  in  a  truly  contrite  manner,  re- 
gularly attending  public  devotioDSi 
and  at  other  times  engaged  In* 
earnest  prayer,  and  in  reading  such 
religious  books  and  scriptural  pas- 
sages as  were  recommended  to  her 
perusal.  She  regretted  the  wicked 
course  of  life  she  had  led,  and  de* 
clared  that  the  crime  of  spilling  in- 
nocent blood  was  insupportably  af-^ 
flicting.  She  was  executed  at  Ty- 
burn, December  %lst,  1768. 

The  closing  scene  of  this  seduced 
female  was  a  picture  of  penitence, 
i— After  her  body  had  hung  the 
usual  time  it  was  carried  to  Snr« 
geons*  Hall  for  dissection. 

Let  the  untimely  fate  of  Mr. 
Pimlot,  andT  the  disgraceful  death 
of  Elizabeth  Richardson,  remain  a 
dread  lesson  to  each  sex.  Females, 
avoid  the  arts  of  men !  and  ye,  se« 
ducers  of  innocence,  be  careful  how 
you  form  connexions  with  lier 
who,  once  ruined,  becomes  aban- 
doned to  misery,  and  seeks  retalia- 
tion on  the  sex  by  whom  she 
betrayed  I 


JOHN  ANDREW  MARTIN, 

EXECUTED  FOR  BUKGLARY. 


This  malefactor  was  a  native  of 
Norway,  and,  being  bred  a  seaman, 
he  continued  in  that  capacity  seve- 
ral years,  during  which  he  gave 
frequent  proofs  of  being  addicted 
to  thieving,  and  other  infamous 
pncticei. 


At  length  he  quitted  the  maiitine 
way  of  life,  and  came  to  London, 
where  he  married  a  young  woman| 
by  whom  he  had  two  children. 

Martin  had  not  been  long  in 
the  metropolis  before  he  detenninel 
lo  commence  housebreaker. 
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OBfefally  to  avoid  joiaing  with  any 
accompticas,  leat  toch  a  meat  ore 
should  lead  to  a  discoTery  of  his 
gailt. 

He  hired  handsome  lodgingt  in 
the  Minories,  and,  from  his  appear* 
ance  and  msnner,  the  people  of  the 
honse  imagined  him  to  l>e  a  gentle- 
man of  independent  fortune*  This 
fa?orable  opinion,  howeTor,  was 
frustrated  upon  his  being  twice  ap- 
prehended on  suspicion  of  bur- 
glarious  practices,  though  neither  of 
them  could  be  proTcd  against  him. 

It  would  be  wholly  needless  to  re- 
cord the  numerous  felonies  of  which 
Martin  was  guilty,  as  they  were  not 
attended  with  remarkable  circum- 
stances, or  perpetrated  in  such  man. 
ner  as  to  admit  of  much  rariety  in 
relation.  We  shall  therefore  con. 
iflo  ourselvei  to  the  fact  for  which 
he  sufifered. 

Learning  that  Mr.  Valentine 
Knight,  a  jeweller,  of  Noble  Street, 
near  Cheapside,  constantly  kept  a 
stock  of  Taloi^le  articles  in  his 
house— that  he  was  confined  to  his 
bed,  and  that  the  family  copsisted 
of  the  sick  man,  his  wife,  a  serrant 
maid,  an  apprentice,  and  a  lodger, 
named  Reynoldson,  and  his  wife, 
and  that  the  family  slept  in  the 
npper  apartments-»he  determined 
to  rob  the  honse. 

Hanng  provided  himself  with 
pro{»er  Implements,  he  tore  up  the 
flap  of  the  cellar. window,  and  then, 
forcing  open  the  door  leading  to 
the  passage  on  the  ground  floor,  he 
easily  gained  admittance  to  the  par. 
lonr,  the  door  of  which  was  fast- 
ened by  a  brass  spring-lock  and  a 
strong  padlock.  In  the  parlour  he 
perceived  a  bureau,  secured  by  an 
iron  bar,  with  a  strong  padlock ; 
and  on  the  bureau  a  mahogany  case, 
fitted  up 'with  small  drawers  and 
glass  foldfng-doors.  He  wrenched 
the  bar  from  the  bureau,  €nd  stole 
thereout  divers  valnable  articles; 


and  from  the  glased  case  he  took 
three  drawers,  containing  divers 
sorts  of  jewellery  work. 

About  three  in  the  morning  Mr. 
Reynoldson  alarmed  Mrs.  Knight, 
saving  he  believed  robbers  had 
broke  into  the  house.  Mrs.  Knight 
presently  followed  her  lodger  down 
stairs ;  but  the  villain  had  escaped, 
though  with  a  less  valuable  booty 
than  he  would  have  obtained  had 
he  not  been  interrupted. 

Mrs.  Knight  lodged  speedy  in. 
formation  of  the  robbery  at  Sir 
John  Fielding's  office;  and  hand, 
bills,  particularizing  the  stolen  ef. 
fects,  were  Soon  distributed  among 
the  pawnbrokers  and  silversmiths  in 
the  metropolis  and  its  adjacencies. 

About  a  month  after  the  rob. 
bery  a  discovery  took,  place  in  the 
following  manner  :—>Martin  called 
upon  Mr.  Davit,  in  the  Minoiiies, 
and  offered  him  for  sale  seven  pair 
of  garnet  ear-rings,  set  in  gold,  and 
fifteen  pair  of  gold  buttons.  Davis 
desired  Martin  (with  whom  he  had 
been  long  acquainted,  though  he 
was  wholly  ignorant  of  his  villain, 
ous  practices)  to  call  for  an  answer 
at  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day;  and  in  the  mean  time 
sent  hb  son  to  a  jeweller  named 
Wintle,  with  a  request  that  he 
would  estimate  the  value  of  the 
goods. 

Upon  examining  the  articles,  Mr.. 
Wintle  concluded  them  to  be  part 
of  what  had  been  stolen  from  Mr. 
Knight  He  immediately  carried 
the  goods  to  Noble  Street,  and 
they  were  identified  by  Mrs.  Knight. 
Hereupon  Mr.  Wintle  and  Mr. 
Pearce  went  to  Davu's  house,  and 
waited  till  the  arrival  of  Martin, 
when  he  was  taken  into  custody, 
and  charged  with  the  robl)ery,  of 
which  he  obstinately  persisted  in 
declaring  himself  innocent.  A  hack- 
ney coach  being^called  for  conveying 
the  prisoner  to  Sir  John  Fieldinp*^ 
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Oj^ce,  he  had  no  sooner  entered 
the  vehicle  than  he  attempted  to 
escape  at  the  opposite  door,  but 
was  prevented  bj  the  constable. 

Upon  his  examination  there  ap- 
peared great  reason  to  believe  him 
'guiltj,  and  he  was  therefore  com- 
mitted to  prison,  and  a  warrant 
granted  for  searching  his  lodgings. 

Mr.  Wintle  and  other  gentlemen 
attended  the  search ;  and  the  pri- 
soner's apartments  were  fonnd  to 
contain  watches,  jewellery  work, 
linen,  china,  silks,  and  divers  other 
kinds  of  effects,  to  a  very  great 
amonnt.  It  was  his  custom  to 
keep  the  stolen  goods  some  weeks 
in  his  possession  before  offering 
them  for  sale,  that  he  might  be  less 
liable  to  detection. 

The  property  being  conteyed  to 
Sir  John  Fielding's  office,  a  great 
Dumber  of  shopkeepers  and  other 
persons  attended,  and  claimed  the 
several  articles  that  had  been  stolen 
from  them. 

Martin  solicited  to  be  admitted 
an  evidence  for  the  crown,  alleging 
that  it  was  in  his  power  to  make 
discoveries  that  would  prove  highly 
beneficial^  to  the  public:  but  his  re- 
quest was  denied.  He  afterwards 
acknowledged  that  he  had  no  ac- 
complices, and  declared  that  he  had 
never  entertained  the  idea  of  pre. 
serving  his  own  life  by  accusitig  the 
Innocent. 


While  he  was  nnder  confinemeot 
this  unhappy  man  behaved  in  a  de. 
cent  and  penitent  manner,  being 
daily  attended  by  two  Lutheran 
ministers,  who  remained  with  him 
on  the  morning  of  his  execution 
from  about  six  o'clock  till  near 
nine,  when  he  was  called  into  the 
Press-yard,  where  he  found  scTeral 
relations  waiting  to  take  a  last  fare- 
well. 

He  read  and  prayed  alternately 
in  his  way  to  the  place  of  execntlon, 
where  he  addressed  the  populace, 
exhorting  them  strictly  to  adhere 
to  the  principles  of  honesty,  as  tiie 
means  of  ensuring  substantial  hap- 
piness. He  then  sung  a  psalm,  and, 
haTing  prayed  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  he  suffered  the  sentence  of 
the  law. 

John  Andrew  Martin  was  exe- 
cuted at  Tyburn  on  the  11th  of 
January,  1769. 

Wealth  obtained  by  illegal  prac- 
tices will  ever  become  a  torment  to 
the  possessor;  for  he  must  be  in 
continual  apprehension  that  his  In- 
famously acquired  property  will 
prove  the  means  of  discovering  his 
guilt.  Let  our  readers  be  apprized 
that  even  the  scanty  wages  of  honest 
industry  will  prove  the  source  of 
infinitely  higher  satisfaction  than 
>  can  possibly  arise  from  the  utmost 
profusion  gained  by  a  forfeiture  of 
integrity. 


MOSES  ALEXANDER, 

EXECUTED  FOK  FORGERY. 


TuE  unhappy  man,  whose  me- 
moirs  it  is  our  present  task  to  re- 
cordf  was  a  native  of  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  in  North  Britain.  He 
was  scarcely  arrived  to  manhood 
when  he  travelled  to  London ;  and 
for  several  years  he  carried  a  pack 
about  the  country,  retailing  dif- 
/erent  sorts  of  goods ;  bnt  linen  was 
ibe  principal  article  in  wVAcVi  Yv^ 


dealt.  He  was  naturally  of  an  io- 
dustripus  disposition ;  and  his  in- 
dustry procured  him  success.  He 
made  overtures  of  marriage  to  a 
young  woman  who  had  two  uncles 
possessed  of  considerable  property ; 
and  knowing  that  they  intended  te 
give  her  a  marriage  portion,  and  to 
make  her  their  heir,  he  gained  ^it^ 
dlt  for  a  large  assortment  of 
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drapery  goods,  and  opened  a  ware, 
house  on  Fish  Street  Hill,  with  a 
fiew  of  giTing  himself  conseqaence 
with  his  intended  bride  and  her 
wealthy  relatives. 

The  young  woman's  relations, 
believing  Alexander  to  be  in  flou- 
rishing circumstances,  gave  their 
consent  to  the  marriage,  which  was 
in  a  short  time  solemnized ;  and . 
soon  afterwards  he  connected  him* 
self  in  partnership  ^  with  a  linen- 
draper  in  Holborn,  named  Nicol, 
who  was  a  man  of  unblemished  in^ 
tegrity,  but  encumbered  with  a 
numerous  family  and  some  pecu- 
niary embarrassments. 

Mr.  Nicol  being  perfectly  con- 
versant in  the  wholesale  branch  of 
the  linen  trade,  it  was  agreed  that 
he  should  travel  to  Manchester, 
Glasgow,  and  other  places,  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  goods.  Alex- 
ander kept  the  circumstance  of  his 
partnership  a  profound  secret  from 
his  wife's  relations ;  but,  after  he 
had  obtained  from  them  seteral 
considerable  sums,  the  matter  was 
divulged  in  the  following  man- 
ner :— 

One  of  his  wife's  uncles  hap- 
pened to  be  in  Alexander's  count- 
ing-house, when  a  bill  was  brought 
for  acceptance,  payable  by  Alex- 
ander and  Nicol.  Hereupon  the 
gentleman  upbraided  Alexander  for 
concealing  from  him  so  material  a 
eircumstance  as  that  of  hift  being 
connected  in  partnership  :  the  other 
declared  that  no  partnership  sub- 
sisted; that  Nicol  was  no  more 
than  hu  servant,  and  had  in9erted 
his  own.  name  in  the  draft  either 
through  mistake  or  villainy, 

Mr.  Nicol  returned  to  London 
in  about  two  months,  when  Alex- 
ander denied  his  having  a  right  to 
part  o^  the  business,  and  said  be 
would  submit  the  decision  of  the 
case  to  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

Though  articles  of  co-partnefr. 


ship  had  been  regularly  executed, 
Mr.  Nicol  was  averse  to  involving 
himself  In  an  expensive  suit  of  law, 
which  he  feared  his  circumstances 
would  not  enable  him  to  support ; 
and  therefore  he  declined  engaging 
in  a  tedious  contention  with  a  man 
who  had  treated  him  in  so  injurious 
a  manner. 

The  difference  between  Nicol 
and  Alexander  took  place  in  the 
summer  of  1765 ;  and  about  eight 
months  afterwards  the  latter,  who 
had  quitted  his  house  on  Fish  Street 
Hill,  and  opehed  a  warehouse  in 
Tooley  Strect,^outhwark,  failed  to 
the  amount  of  about  sixty  thousand 
pounds ;  and  it  was  then  publicly 
known  that  he  was  the  principal 
of  a  great  number  of  retail  shops 
established  In  different  parts  of  the 
town,  under  a  variety  of  names; 
and  it  was  considered  as  an  extra- 
ordinary circumstance  that,  with  a 
capital  so  very  inadequate  to  the 
extensive  trade  into  wbieh  he  had 
launched,  he  should  be  able  to  sup* 
port  his  credit  for  so  long  a  period : 
but  the  public  surpise  abatCKl  when 
it  was  discovered  that  he  had  chiefly 
depended  on  the  circulation  of 
notes  of  hand  and  bills  of  exchange. 

Some  time  having  elapsed,  he  en. 
gaged  again  in  business,  and  a 
seqpnd  failure  took  place,  though 
for  a  sum  greatly  Inferior  to  the 
claims  of  his  former  creditors. 

Ho  had  now  no  expectations  of 
assistance  from  his  wife's  relations; 
but  he  contrived  means  for  esta- 
blishing himself  again  in  business, 
which  he  was  the  better  enabled  to 
carry  on  by  means  of  notes  of  hand 
being  frequently  lent  him  by  a  man 
named  Brown. 

Brown  was  in  France  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  1768;  and 
about  that  time  he  became  con- 
nected with  one  Aked,  of  Leeds, 
in  Yorkshire,  whose  notes  he  passed 
for  the  support  of  his  drooping  ere* 
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dit  in  the  manner  that  be  had  for. 
merly  negotiated  those  of  Brown* 

Alexander  had  borrowed  eighty 
pounds  on  a  note  of  Aked's,  in- 
dorsed in  the  name  of  Brown,  for 
ninety.eight  pounds,  six  shillings  ; 
and  it  not  being  paid  when  due,  be 
gaTe  Mr.  Fryar,  who  had  advanced 
the  money,  another  note,  as  colla* 
ti;ral  security,  assuring  him  that  in 
a  few  days  the  notes  should  be  re- 
deemed. 

At  length  Fryar  accused  Alex- 
ander of  forgery ;  and  he  was  com- 
mitted to  Newgate.  He  was  ac- 
quitted on  indictments  found  against 
bim  for  two  other  offences  of  a  si- 
milar nature  ;  but,  though  several 
witnesses  swore  the  writing  was  not 
the  prisoner's,  he  was  convicted  of 
forging  the  indorseL^ent  on  the  bill 
for ,  ninety-eight  pounds,  six  shil- 
lings. Brown  would  have  proved 
the  most  material  witness ;  and,  had 
he  been  in  England,  the  prisoner 
would,  perhaps,  have  derived  great 
advantage  from  his  evidence. 

The  behaviour  oC  Alexander  in 
Newgate  was  such  as  could  on  no 
account  be  disapproved  in  a  man 
under  his  unhappy  circumstances ; 
and  he  entertained  strong  hopes  of 
being  considered  as  an  object  of  the 
royal  mercy.  From  a  variety  of 
circumstances  great  numbers  of 
people  believed  him  to  be  innocent 
of  the  fact ;  and  very  powerful  in- 
terest was  made  for  preserving  his 
life.  I 

On  the  morning  appointed  for 
his  execution  he  was  respited  for  a 
week:  before  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  and  it  being  represented 
that  messengers-  were  gone  to 
France  in  search  of  Brown,  he  was 
respited  for  a  week  longer. 

Brown's  affidavit  was  brought 
from  France,  expressing  that  he 
wrote  the  indorsement  that  Alex- 
ander had  been  charged  with  forg- 
ing.   The  affidavit  l^iif^  cat xv^  \x> 


his  majesty  at  RichmoBd,  he  was 
pleased  to  refer  the  natter  to  Lord 
Weymouth ;  but  his  lordship's  fai- 
terference  conld  not  be  obtained, 
he  being  then  at  his  country  seat* 

The  sheriffs  attended  mt  Newgate 
the  next  morning,  io  order  to  con- 
duct the  prisoner  to  the  place  of 
execution.  He  informed  them  that 
his  friends  were  gone  to  Richmond, 
to  make  a  second  application  to  the 
king  ;  and  they  consented  to  defer 
their  melancholy  office  till  the  ie- 
sue  of  the  intercession  shonld  be 
known. 

No  further  respite  being  ob- 
tained, the  prisoner  was  taken  from 
Newgate  'about  half  past  twelve 
o'clock,  attended  by  a  dissenting 
minister,  with  whom  be  prayed  in 
an  earnest  and  devoat  manner.  At 
the  place  of  execution  bis  bdia- 
vipur  was  decent  and  composed ; 
and  he  persisted  in  the  declaration 
of  his  innocence  till  the  last  sso- 
ments  of  hU  life. 

Moses  Alexander  was  ezecnied 
at  Tyburn  about  half  past  two  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  9th  of  Augnst, 
1769. 

The  imprudence  of  Alexander  in 
launching  into  a  trade  too  extensive 
for  his  capital  to  support  produced 
a  train  of  difficulties  that  ended  In 
an  ignominious  death.  His  con- 
duct in  regard  to  Mr.  Nicol  proved 
him  to  be  divested  of  all  principles 
of  integrity  ;  and  certain  it  Is  that 
in  several  instances  he  was  gollty  of 
forgery,  and  other  unjustifinble 
practices ;  but  whether  he  com- 
mitted the  offence  of  which  be  was 
convicted  is  a  question  that  vre  pre- 
tend not  to  decide. 

We  are  aware  that,  if  legal  deci- 
sions were  to  be  frequently  reversed, 
the  reverence  that  is  due  to  the  law 
would  be  highly  endangere  ;  bet 
In  cases  of  a  doubtful  nature 
and  humanity  will  justify  tbe 
^nsion  of  a  convict's  sentence  tlii 
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kb  eriminalitj  f  ball  be  more  clearlj 
proTfd*  We  mean  not  to  insinuate 
the  least  reflection  against  the  she. 
riffs,  who  acted  perfectly  consistent 
with  thp  duties  of  their  office ;  but 
we  cannot  avoid  obsert ing  that  it 
was  a  most  unfortunate  circum* 
stance  for  Alexander  (because,  had 
Brown  personally  acknowledged 
the  indorsement  on  the  day  of  trial, 


an  acquittal  must  have  necessarily 
ensued)  that,  in  the  absence  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  one  or  more  of 
the  judges  had  not  power  to  deter-, 
mine  whether  Brown's  affidarit  was 
of  sufficient  authority  to  leaTC  the 
convict's  fate  in  suspense  till  his 
guilt  or  innocence  could  be  more 
satisfactorily  ascertained. 


WILLIAM  TAUNTON, 

BZECUTED  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  MRS.  PHIPP8. 

This  malefactor  was  a  native  of    ceived  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Phipps, 
Gloucestershire,  and  brought  up  as    earnestly  inviting  his  return,  alleg- 


a  husbandman,  which  employment 
he  quitted  to  live  as  ostler  at  an  inn 
at  Tewkesbury,  in  which  capacity 
he  continued  several  years,  and 
then  came  to  London. 

After  this  he  was  engaged  in  the 
service  of  Mrs.  Phipps,  a  widow, 
who  kept  the  Lamb  Inn  at  Coin- 
brook.  Though  she  was  the  mo. 
ther  of  several  children,  yet  a  scan- 
dalous intimady  soon  ensued  be- 
tween her  and  Taunton,  and  they 
lived  together  some  years  as  hus- 
band and  wife ;  and  strangers  call- 
ing at  the  inn  presumed  that  he  was 
the  landlord,  from  the  airs  of  autho- 
rity which  he  assumed. 

Miserable,  however,  was  this 
connexion  in  its  progress,  and  fatal 
to  both  parties  in  its'  event  Con- 
tinual quarrels  arose  between  them, 
and  frequent  blows  were  the  con- 
sequence of  their  reiterated  dis- 
putrs;  and  this  way  of  life,  as 
might     be     reasonably   imagined. 


iog,  as  a  reason  for  it,  that  she  was 
unhappy  without  his  company. 

The  ill-fated  man  was  weak 
enough  to  return  on  this  invitation  ; 
but  the  connexion  had  not  been 
long  renewed  before  their  quarrels 
became  as  frequent  as  before,  and 
proceeded  even  to  a  greater  degree 
of  violence,  till  the  neighbours  were 
alarmed  at  their  inconsistent  con. 
duct,  and  what  began  in  illicit  love 
ended  in  murder. 

After  repeated  disagreements, 
they  sat  down  to  supper  one  even, 
ing  in  apparent  reconciliation ;  when 
Mrs.  Phipps  asked  Mr.  Taunton  if 
she  should  pare  him  a  cucumber,  or 
would  he  eat  it  with  the  rind  on. 
These  words  were  scarcely  pro- 
nounced when  Taunton  seized  the 
kitchen  poker,  and  told  her  to  lay 
hold  of  one  end  of  it.  She  won. 
dered  at  this  command,  and  asked 
him  why  it  must  be  complied  with. 
He  still  insisted  on  her  taking  hold 


greatly   injured    the  character  of  vof  one  end  of  it :  on  which  she  said 


Mrs.  Phipps,  and  occasioned  the 
loss  of  great  part  of  her  business. 

After  a  residence  of  some  time, 
their  situation  becoming  unhappy, 
Taunton  went  down  to  his  friends 
in  Gloucestershire,  with  an  inten- 
tion, as  it  was  thought,  to  have  re- 
mained there ;  but  he  bad  not  been 
long  in  the  country  when  he  re- 


^  If  I  must  have  it,  let  me  have  the 
clean  end ;  but  what  am  I  to  do 
with  it?' — His  answer  was  *  You 
must  knock  out  my  brains.'  She 
replied  ^  No,  Taunton,  I  will  not 
hurt  a  hair  of  your  head.*^  To  this 
he  said  ^  If  yon  will  not  knock  my 
brains  out,  I  will  knock  your 
brains  out ;'  and  no  sooner  had  he 
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uttered  this  horrid  expression  than 
ho  struck  her  on  the  head  with  such 
force  as  almost  to  lay  her  skull 
bare;  after  which  he  gare  her  a 
blow  on  the  face,  which  cut  her  in 
the  most  terrible  manner. 

A  surgeon,  being  sent  for,  dressed 
her  wounds,  and,  addressing  himself 
to  Taunton,  told  him  that,  if  he 
bad  murdered  her,  he  would  cer- 
tainly hate  been  hanged.  The  of- 
fender acknowledged  that  he  knew 
that  must  have  been  the  conse- 
quence ;  but  desired  the  surgeon  to 
take  all  proper  care  of  the  wounded 
woman. 

The  injury  took  place  on  the 
30th  of  July,  and  the  surgeon  at- 
tended the  wounded  woman  for  fiTe 
days;  at  the  end  of  which  time  she 
said  to  her  daughter,  ^  Peggy,  you 
may  go  out  of  the  room,  for  I  want 
to  sleep.*  During  the  absence  of 
the  daughter  Taunton  entered  the 
room,  and  struck  Mrs.  Phipps  so 
forcibly  on  the  neck  with  a  hatchet, 
that  her  head  hung  o?er  one  side  of 
the  bed. 

The  horrid  murder  being  at  length 
committed,  Taunton  threw  down 
the  instrument  of  death,  and  went 
to  drink  at  a  public  house  at  about 
a  mile  distant;  find  the  surgeon 
coming  soon  after  to  attend  his 
duty,  and  finding  Mrs.  Phipps  dead, 
dispatched  the  ostler  and  another 
man  in  search  of  the  murderer.  It 
was  not  long  before  they  foan()  him, 
and,  bringing  him  back  to  Coin. 
brook,  the  surgeon  hinted  to  him 
that  the  most  fatal  consequences 
would  probably  ensue  front  the 
crime  of  which  he  had  been  guilty. 
The  coroner's  jury,  being  sum- 
moned on  the  occasiun,  ga?e  a  Ter- 
dict  that  Taunton  had  been  guilty 
of  the  wilful  murder  of  Mrs.  Phipps ; 
on  which  he  was  taken  before  a 
magistrate,  who  comnii(tcd  him  to 
2Vcw  Prison. 

Ill   this  place  he  nn'os  nv^vU:^  \)>f 


many  persons,  who  coDTorsed  with 
him  on  his  unhappy  situation  ;  and 
one  of  them  hinting  bis  fears  that  he 
was  guilty,  Taunton  acknowledged 
that  he  was,  and  expressed  his  sor- 
row for  the  crime ;  bnt  said  it  was 
now  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil. 

His  friend  then  inquired  what 
could  induce  him  to  commit  such 
an  atrocious  crime;  to  which  he 
answered  that  she  had  traduced  bit 
character,  by  telling  lies  of  him  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the  en- 
suing sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  he 
produced  scTcral  persons  who  de- 
posed that  he  had  been,  at  times,  so 
much  out  of  his  mind,  that  he  was 
not  master  of  his  own  conduct :  and 
one  of  these  in  particolar  swore 
that  he  had  at  one  time  attempted 
to  destroy  himself  by  drowniog, 
and  at  another  by  hanging;  but 
this  plea  being  thought  unsatisfac- 
tory by  the  jury,  he  was  capitally 
convicted,  and  sentenced  to  die. 

After  con?iction  he  gave  the 
fullest  proof  of  being  In  possession 
of  his  intellectual  faculties  ;  exer- 
cising himself  in  the  offices  of  dc- 
?otion,  and  rccei?ing  the  sacrament 
from  the  hands  of  the  Ordinary  of 
Newgate. 

He  was  tried  on  Saturday,  the 
9th  of  September,  1769,  and  or- 
dered for  execution  on  the  Monday 
following.  A  most  extraordinary 
shower  of  rain  falling  that  morning, 
he  was  taken  from  Newgate  in  a 
hackney  coach,  the  Ordinarj  at- 
tending him,  and  the  executioner 
riding  behind ;  and  in  this  manner  he 
was  con?eyed  to  the  |[>lace  of  death. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  fatal  tree  a 
person  who  had  formerly  known 
him  went  into  the  cart,  and  assbtcd 
him  in  his  devotion.  After  the 
body  had  buns;  the  usual  time  it  was 
cut  down,  and  carried  to  Surgeons' 
Hall  for  dissection. 

'V\\vi  \a:*A<iCaLctor  suffered  at  Ty- 
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burn  on  the  11th  of  SeplcmbiT, 
I76S. 

It  is  very  leldom  that  wc  hear  of 
unmarried  perioni  living  together 
u  man  and  wife  with  anj  tolerable 
degree  of  happiness ;  and  how,  in- 
deed, is  it  to  bo  eipected  thej> 
should  ? — Those,  who  have  mutual 
reason  to  reproach  each  other  with 
their  crimei,  will  hardly  fail  to  avail 
themselvei  of  every  opportunity  of 
doing  to;  for  the  gnillj  mind  con- 
ceives that  it  lifti  a  load  from  its 
own  breut  when  it  seeks  to  crimi* 
nate  anotber. 

From  the  whole  of  this  narrative 
wa  ought  lo  learn  that  there  ii  no 


happinens  in  (his  life  equal  to  that 
which  is  to  bofoand  in  the  married 
■(ate.  Trifling  difficnllies  may  oc- 
cur ;  trifling  differences  may  arise 
between  the  married  pair ;  bnt  their 
mutual  interest,  and  their  mutual 
love,  will  soon  reconcile  all  differ- 
ences, and  overcome  all  difficulties. 
The  vow  which  hat  been  made  at 
the  altar  will  perpetaally  recur  to 
the  honest  mind ; — (he  man  will 
consider  hjmMlf  as  obliged  to  Ihe 
woman  who  once  honored  bin 
with  her  hand ;  nor  will  the  wonoa 
deem  herself  less  obliged  to  the  man 
who  undertook  to  be  her  guardian 
and  prutcctor  for  life. 


tU  Earl^  BglkiittHiktl  bf  CtUVML 


MUNtiO  CAMPBELL, 

CONVICTED  OF  KILLING  TBI  EABL  OF  EOLIMCTOK. 

TuRgaine-lawt,  the  last  badge  of  stilt  remain  a  rod  in  tU  bauda  of 

the  feudal  system,  and  the  only  re.  the  rich,  to  keep  in  awa  their  fel- 

maining  statute  repugnant   to   the  luw.men,  born  free  as  (hemMlvea. 

boMtad  freedom  of  an  Engliihmiii,  Well  nay  the  Americans,  in  tbelr 

TOIn  H.  W> 
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•iLQiUtion  on  aoquiriog  ixutMbetiy, 
point  (Jbe  finger  of  Acorn  at  the  cul- 
tivator of  land  in  England,  who 
dares  not  (o  destroy  the  spoiler  of 
his  harvest  The  partridge,  fat* 
lened  on  his  corn,  and  the  hare,  en- 
croaching on  his  very  garden,  crop, 
ping  the  tender  plants  raised  for 
his  more  immediate  snppoMrt,  mvat 
aat,  ia  their  plunder,  be  disturbed ; 
lor  tiM  Tery  act  of  chasing  them 
fpom  their  depredadons,  ohserred 
by  some  lordly  dependent,  more 
tyrannical  than  the  lord  himself, 
vill  be  construed  into  an  offence 
against  the  game-laws,  and  the  free, 
born  Englishman  cast  into  a  loath- 
some prison,  prosecuted,  and  fined, 
often  beyond  his  power  to  satisfy, 
and  thus  families  sink  in  ruin  ! 

The  citizens  of  London  enjoyed, 
in  former  times,  an  exemption,  as  a 
matter  of  farour,  from  the  game- 
laws  then  in  force.    ' 

King  Henry  I.  granted  them  a 
charter,  in  which  are  these  words : 
*  And  the  citizens  of  London  may 
have  their  chases  to  hunt,  as  well 
and  as  fully  as  their  ancestors  hare 
had,  (that  is  to  say)  in  Chiltrie^* 
and  in  Middlesex,  and  in  Surrey.' 

This  charter  was  confirmea  bj 
King  Henry  II.  Richard  I.  John, 
and  Henry  III.  and  enjoyed  by 
the  said  citizens  nntil  the  reign  oi 
Charles  II.  That  thoughtless— the 
citizens  may  add  nngrateful-^rooii. 
arch,  after  being  in  a  great  mea« 
sure  restored  to  the  throne  by  the 
cithcens  of  London,  deprived'  Ifaem 
of  ibis  most  ancient  right 

That  royal  grant,  whldi  eaMai 
through  the  commotions  of  the  land 
caused  by  the  contending  powers  of 
York  and  Lancaster,  and  through 
the  civil  wars  of  his  father.  Charles 
rescinded  by  an  act,  which  de- 
prived them  of  a  privilege  enjoyed 
above  five  hundred  years.    This  act 


U  called  «Tba  QsudiftaitiM  A^;' 
and,  though  it  does  not  notice  tho 
ancient  grant  of  Henry  L  yet  it 
virtually  repeals  it 

It  was  Mr.  Campbell's  SMsfortiiM 
to  live  adjoining  to  the  estate  of  the 
Earl  cf£  Egliagton ;  and  thaogh  he 
was  possessed  of  an  estate  of  tho 
value  of  sixty  poands  a  year,  thoD 
a  little  independence  in  Seothuid, 
yet  it  was  forty  less  than  cIm  lav 
estimates  a  man  to  be  worth  is 
order  to  qualify  him  to  kill  gameu 

The  much-lamented  Mr.  Caoa^ 
bell  was  descended  from  the  noble 
family  of  Argyle,  and  bom  at  Ayre, 
in  Scotland.  His  father  was  an 
eminent  merchant*  had  been  mayor 
of  the  town,  and  a  justice  of  the 
peace:  but,  having  no  less  than 
twenty-four  children,  and  meeting 
with  many  losses  In  his  commercial 
connexions,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  make  any  adequate  provi- 
sion for  his  family ;  so  that,  on  his 
death,  the  relations  took  care  of 
the  children,  and  edncated  them  in 
the  liberal  manner  wUch  is  tas. 
tomary  in  Scotland. 

The  unhappy  subject  of  this  nar- 
rative was  protected  by  an  nnde, 
who  gave  him  a  learned  odncntlon : 
but  this  generous  friend  dying  when 
the  yon£  was  about  eighteen  years 
of  age,  left  hiofi  sishr  pounds,  and 
earnestly  recommended  hloi  to  the 
care  of  his  other  relatione. 

The  young  man  was  a  finished 
scholar,  ret  seemed  asperse  to  the 
making  choice  of  any  of  tho  learned 
pffofesSona.  BHa  attachmootsnipaatw 
ed  to  be  to  the  mWtary  life,  In  which 
line  many  of  his  ancestors  had  most 
gloriously  distinguished  themselves. 

Mr.  Campbell  now  entered  as 
a  cadet  in  the  royal  regiment  of 
Scotch  Greys,  then  commanded  by 
his  relation,  General  Campbell,  and 
served  during   two  campnigne,  al 


*  A.  ^ul  <it^«nSo\^\V\\««Ti%%x  St.  Albam. 
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his  own  expeoie^  in  the  fond  hopo 
of  military  preferment. 

After  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  at 
which  he  assisted,  he  had  an  op« 
l>ortanity  of  being  appointed  qnar. 
ter-master,  if  he  could  haTe  raised 
one  hundred  pounds ;  but  this  place 
was  bestowed  on  another  person, 
while  Campbell  was  making  fruit- 
less application  for  the  money* 

Thus  disappointed  of  what  he 
thought  a  reasonable  expectation, 
he  quitted  the  army,  and  went  into 
Scotland,  where  he  arrired  at  the 
JQoctnre  that  the  rebels  had  quitted 
Edinburgh,  in  1745,  Lord  Loudon 
hafing  then  the  command  of  the 
loyal  Highlanders,  who  manifested 
so  much  heroism  in  the  suppresaioo 
of  the  rebellion ;  and,  Mr.  Qampbelt 
haying  the  honour  to  be  related  to 
his  lordship,  he  went  and  fought 
under  him  with  a  bravery  that  did 
equal  credit  to  his  loyalty  and 
courage. 

Not  long  after  the  decisire  battle 
of  CnllodeA,  Lord  Loudon  pro« 
dured  his  kinsman  to  be  appointed 
an  officer  of  the  excise;  and  pre^ 
Tailed  on  the  commissioners  to  sta. 
iion  hhn  in  the  shire  of  Ayre,  that 
he  might  have  the  happiness  of  re- 
siding near  his  friends  and  relations. 

lo  the  disohai^  of  this  new  duty 
Mr.  Campbell  behared  with  strict 
Integrity  to  the  erowo,  yet  with  so 
much  civilHy  as  to  conciliate  the 
affectioM  of  all  those  with  whom 
he  had  any  transactions.  He  mar. 
Hed  when  be  was  somewhat  ad. 
Taaeed  in  life;  aud  so  unexcep* 
tkmaUe  was  hte  whole  conduct,  that 
all  the  nobility  and  gentry  in  the 
mghbonrlKKKi  (the  Earl  of  Egling- 
test  excepM)  gave  him  pennissloii 
to  kin  gaae  on  their  estates*  Hoir- 
ofOTy  ho- was  very  moderate  in  ikm 
vfo^tbls  indnlgence,  ieldomiihoot# 
ing  tat  wHh  a  view  to  gradfy  « 
f r^d  with  a  present ;  hudly  ev^r 
for  Us  owa  emolnmfiit 


Mr.  Campbell  had  a  singular  at. 
tachment  to  fishing ;  and  a  river  In 
Lord  Eglington's.  estate  affording 
the  finest  fish  In  that  country,  he 
would  willingly  have  angled  there ; 
tat,  his  lordship  bmng  as  strict  with 
regard  to  his  fish  as  the  game, 
Campbell,  unwilling  to  offend  him, 
gave  away  his  fishing-tackle,  which 
was  excellent  in  its  klnd«  He  was 
likewise  in  possession  of  a  fine 
pointer,  which  he  sold ;  but  would 
not  part  with  his  gun,  which  pro« 
duced  him  the  greatest  pleasure  of 
his  life. 

Campbell  being  in  search  of 
smugglers,  and  taving  hhi  gun  with 
hiim,  was  crossing  part  of  Lord 
Eglington's  estate,  when,  a  hare 
starting  up,  ta  shol  her.  His  lord- 
ship hearing  tta  report  of  the  gun, 
and  being  Informed  that  Campbell 
had  fired  it,  he  tent  a  servant  to 
command  him  to  come  to  the  sei|t. 

Campbell  obeyed  the  disagree- 
able summons,  but  was  treated  very 
cayalierly  by  his  lordship,  who  even 
descended  to  call  him  by  names  of 
contempt.  The  other  apologized 
for  his  conduct,  whidi  he  said  arose 
from  the  sudden  starting  of  the 
hare;  and  declared  that  he  had 
DO  design  of  giving  offence.  Thb 
might  have  been  a  sufiident  apology 
to  any  other  man  than  Lord  Eg* 
lington. 

A  man  named  Bartleymore  wu 
among  tta  servants  of  Lord  E!glmg- 
ton,  and  was  a  favorite  of  his  lord- 
ship ;  and  this  man  dealt  largely  la 
contrataod  goodi.  Mr.  Campbdly 
passing  along  the  aea-sfaore,  met 
Bartleymore  with  a  cart  contalnhiff 
eightr  gallons  of  nttn,  which  hd 
sAei  m  contraband ;  and  the  ram 
waa  eondenin^,  bat  tiie  cart  iTat 
restored,  as  behig  6b6  proportjr  of 
Lotd  Egtlngton^ 

In  Hils  affdr  H  will  appear  evi- 
dent that  Mr.  <?afiipben  did  not 
excMd  his  dutjr ;  tat  Banle/aior« 
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was  so  incensed  against  him,  that 
he  contrired  manj  tales  to  his  dis- 
adfantage,  and  at  length  engaged 
his  lordship's  passions  so  far,  that 
he  conceived  a  more  unfaTorable 
opinion  of  Campbell  than  he  had 
hitherto  done.  In  the  mean  time 
the  latter  had  no  consciousness  of 
hafing  gifen  offence  by  the  seizure 
of  the  rum,  which  was  made  only 
In  discharge  of  his  duty  ;  and  there- 
fore he  was  wholly  regardless  of  the 
common  report  of  Lord  Eglington's 
•omtty  to  him. 

About  ten  in  the  morning  of  the 
i4th  of  October,  1769,  Campbell 
took  bis  gun,  and  went  out  with 
another  officer,  with  a  yiew  to  de. 
tect  smugglers.  Mr.  Campbell  took 
with  him  a  license  for  shooting, 
which  had  been  giren  him  by  Dr. 
Hunter,  though  they  had  no  parti- 
colar  design  of  killing  any  game, 
but  intended  to  shoot  a  woodcock 
if  they  should  see  one. 

They  crossed  a  small  part  of  Ix>rd 
Eglington's  estate,  in  order  to  reach 
the  sea-shore,  where  they  intended 
to  walk.  When  they  arrived  at 
this  spot  it  was  near  noon,  and 
Lord  Eglington  came  up  in  his 
coach,  attended  by  Mr.  Wilson,  a 
carpenter,  who  was  working  for 
htm,  and  followed  by  four  servants 
on  horseback.  On  approaching  the 
coast  his  lordship  met  Bartleymore, 
who  told  him  that  there  were  some 
poachers  at  a  distiUice.  M  r.  Wil- 
ton would  have  endeavored  to  draw 
off  his  lordship's  notice  from  such  a 
business ;  but  Bartleymore  saying 
that  Campbell  was  among  the 
poachers,  Lord  Eglington  ^quitted 
his  coach,  and,  mounting  a  led 
horse,  rode  to  the  spot,  where  he 
saw  Campbell  and  the  other  officer, 
whose  name  was  Brown.  His  lord- 
ship said  ^  Mr.  Campbell,  I  did  not 
expect  to  have  found  you  so  soon 
again  on  my  gronnds,  after  your 
promise  when  you  shot  the  hare.' 


He  then  demanded  Campbell's  gun, 
which  the  l^ter  declared  he  would 
not  part  with. 

Lord  Eglington  now  rode  to- 
wards him ;  while  Campbell  re- 
treated, with  his  gun  presented,  de- 
siring him  to  keep  at  a  distance. 
Still,  however,  his  lordship  ad- 
vanced, smiling,  and  said  *  Are  you 
going  to  shoot  me?'  Campbell  re- 
plied ^  I  will,  if  yon  do  not  keep 
off.'  Hereupon  Lord  Eglington 
called  to  his  servants  to  bring  him 
a  gun,  which  one  of  them  took 
from  the  coach,  and  delivered  to 
another  to  carry  to  their  master* 

In  the  interim  Lord  Eglington, 
leiuling  his  horse,  approached  Mr. 
Campbell,  and  demanded  his  gun ; 
bat  the  latter  would  not  deliver  it. 
The  peer  then  quitted  his  horse's 
bridle,  and  continued  advancing, 
while  Campbell  still  retired,  though 
in  an  irregular  direction,  and  point- 
ed his  gun  towards  his  pursuer. 

At  length  Lord  Eglington  came 
so  near  him,  that  Campbell  said  ^  I 
beg  your  pardon,  my  lord,  bat  I 
will  not  deliver  my  gun  to  anj  man 
living ;  therefore  keep  off,  or  I 
will  certainly  shoot  you.'  At  this 
instant  Bartleymore,  advancing, 
liegged  Campbell  to  deliver  his  gnn 
to  Lord  Eglington :  bat  the  latter 
answered  he  would  not,  for  '  he 
had  a^  right  to  carry  a  gun.' 

His  lordship  did  not  dispute  his 
general  right,  but  said  that  he  could 
not  have  ant/  to  carry  it  on  his  estate 
without  his  permission.  Campbell 
again  begged  pardon,  and  still  con- 
tinued retreating,  but  with  bis  gun 
in  his  band,  and  preparing  to  fire 
in  his  own  defence.  While  he  was 
thus  walking  backwards  his  heel 
struck  against  a  stone,  and  he  £ell, 
when  he  was  about  the  distance 
of  three  yards  from  his  partner. 
Lord  Eglington,  observing  him  fall 
on  his  back,  stepped  forward,  as  if 
he  would  have  passed  by  Camp* 
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hcWa  feet,  which  the  latter  obserY. 
ing,  reared  himself  on  his  elbow, 
and  lodged  the  contents  of  his  piece 
in  the  left  side  of  his  lordship's 
body. 

At  this  critical  juncture  the  ser. 
Tant  al^ofc  mentioned  brought  the 
gun  from  the  coach,  and  Campbell 
would  have  wrcstcil  it  from  his 
hands,  but  that  Bartieymore  came 
up  just  at  the  yery  instant ;  and 
at  this  moment  Lord  Eglington, 
putting  his  hand  to  his  wound,  said 
(  I  am  killed.' 

A  conlest  now  ensued,  during 
which  Bartieymore  struck  Campbell 
repeatedly,  which  being  obser?ed 
by  Lord  Eglington,  he  called  out 
^  Do  not  use  him  ill.'  Campbell, 
being  secured,  was  conducted  to 
the  wounded  roan,  then  lying  on 
the  ground,  who  said  ^  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, I  would  not  hafe  shot  you  ;' 
but  Campbell  made  no  answer. 

'  My  parks,  my  walks,  my  loanors  that  I 

had, 
£ven  now  forsake  lue ;  and  of  all  my  lands 
Is  nothing  left  me  but  my  body's  length.' 

SOAESPKABS. 

Lord  Eglington's  seat  was  about 
three  miles  from  the  place  where 
this  fatal  accident  happened ;  and 
his  servants  put  him  into  the  car. 
riage  to  convey  him  home,  in  the 
mean  time  Campbell's  hands  were 
tied  behind  him ;  and  he  was  con- 
ducted to  the  town  of  Saltcotes, 
the  place  of  his  former  station  as 
an  exciseman. 

The  persons  who  escorted  him 
asked  him  several  questions ;  the 
answers  to  which  were  afterwards 
(very  ungenerously,  as  we  conceive) 
adduced  on  his  trial,  as  collateral 
evidence  of  bis  guilt.  Among  other 
things,  he  acknowledged  that  he 
would  rather  part  with  his  life  than 
his  gun;  and  that,  sooner  than 
have  ft  taken  from  him,  he  would 
shoot  any  peer  of  the  realm. 

Lord  Eglington  dying,  after  lan- 


guishing ten  hours,  Mr  Campbell 
was,  on  the  following  day,  com- 
mitted to  the  prison  of  Ayre,  and 
the  next  month  removed  to  Edin. 
burgh,  in  preparation  for  his  trial 
before  the  High  Court  of  Justi- 
ciary ;  previous  to  which  his  case 
was  discussed  by  counsel,  and  'the 
following  arguments  Were  adduced 
in  his  favour.  It  was  said,  in  the 
first  place, 

*  That  the  gun  went  off  by  acci* 
dent,  and  therefore  it  could  be  no 
more  than  casual  homicide. 

*  Secondly^— That,  supposing  It 
had  been  fired  with  an  intention  to 
kill,  yet  the  act  was  altogether  jus- 
tifiable, because  of  the  violent  pro- 
vocation he  had  received ;  and  he 
was  doing'  no  more  than  defending 
his  life  and  property. 

^  Thirdly — It  could  not  be  mur- 
der, because  it  could  not  be  sup- 
posed that  Mr.  Campbell  had  any 
malice  against  his  lordship,  and  the 
action  itself  was  too  sudden  to  ad- 
mit of  deliberation.' 

The  counsel  for  the  prosecution 
urged  in  answer,  in  the  first  place, 

^  That  it  was  certain  malice  was 
implied,  in  consequence  of  Camp- 
bell's presenting  the  gun  to  his  lord- 
ship, and  telling  him  that,  unless  he 
kept  off,  he  would  shoot  him.  . 

^  Secondly — That  there  was  no 
provocation  given  by  the  earl  be- 
sides words,  and  words  shall  not 
be  construed  a  provocation  in 
law. 

^  Thirdly— The  earl  had  a  right 
to  seize  his  gun,  in  virtue  of  seve- 
ral acts  of  parliament,  which  are 
the  established  laws  of  the  land,  to 
which  every  subject  is  obliged  to 
be  obedient.' 

After  repeated  debates  between 
the  lawyers  of  Scotland,  a  day  was 
at  length  appointed  for  the  trial, 
which  commenced  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1770,  before  the  High 
Court  of  Justiciary ;  and,  the  jury 
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kaflng  found  Mr.  Campbell  guilty, 
he  was  sentenced  to  die. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  before 
he  pronounced  the  solemn  sentence, 
addressed  himself  to  the  eouTlct, 
ad? ising  him  to  make  the  most  de* 
¥oui  preparation  for  death,  as  all 
lK>pe8  of  pardon  would  be  pre- 
duded,  from  the  nature  of  his 
offence. 

Through  the  whole  conrso  of  the 
trial  the  pritooer's  b^ha? ioar  wai 
Tomarkable  for  calmness  and  sere- 
nity ;  and,  when  it  was  ended,  he 
bowed  to  the  Court  with  the  ut. 
most  composure,  but  said  not  a 
single  word  in  extenuation  of  his 
crime. 

On  his  return  to  prison  he  wai 
viiited  by  leveral  of  his  friends, 
among  whom  he  behaTed  with  ap- 


parently decent  eheerfblneis ;  and, 
retiring  to  his  apartment,  he  begged 
the  faronr  of  a  visit  from  then  on 
the  following  day ;  but  in  the  mom- 
ing  of  the  38th  of  February,  1770, 
ha  was  found  dead,  hanging  to  the 
end  of  a  form  which  he  had  set 
upright,  and  a  silk  handkerchief 
ftatened  round^hls  neck. 

The  following  lines  were  fonad 
npon  the  floor,  close  to  the  body  s 

'  farewell,  vain  WQrl4 1  I'vv  bad  taeoig^ 

of  thee. 
And  now  am  careleti  what  thorn  taj*i|  of 

ne: 
Tbj  imilei  I  coart  not,  nor  thj  ftowas  I 

fear : 
My  cares  art  past;  mj  heait  lies  easy 

here. 
What  faoltt  they  And  ra  roe  take  care  to 

than; 
And  look  at  home— enoogh  it  lo  hf  4<Hia-' 


JOSEPH  BARETTI, 

TRIED  rOR  TUB  MURDER  OP  BYAN  MOROAN. 


As  thif  blameless  foreigner  had 
the  misfortune  to  deprire  a  fellow* 
creature,  though  a  licious  one,  of 
existence,  he  claims  a  place  in  our 
pages;  but,  as  ho  was  a  man  of 
learning  and  lirtue,  we  rejoice  in 
liaring  to  record  him  only  as  the 
defender  of  his  own  life  against  the 
attacks  of  unprincipled  ruffians. 

Joseph  Baretti  was  bom  at  Turin, 
in  Italy,  in  1716.  His  father,  an 
architect  of  some  eminence,  gaye 
him  a  good  ed ideation,  and  a  small 
fortune,  which  he  gambled  away 
at  faro.  This  imprudence  reduced 
him,  as  he  afterwards  expressed  it, 
to  subsist  by  his  wits;  and  from 
necessity  be  became  an  author. 

Of  the  early  part  of  his  life  we 
know  little.  In  1750  ho  came  to 
England,  and  by  diligent  study  soon 
acquired  a  complete  knowledge  of 
our  language,  in  which  he  wrote 
and  spoke  with  a  correctness  and 
fluency  seldom  attained  by  a  fo- 
fiflgoen    He  ^pporied  himself  by 


teaching  the  Italian  language,  and 
in  1753  published  his  first  work*^ 
a  defence  of  the  poetry  of  hb  na- 
tiTe  country,  which  had  been  un* 
justly  aspersed  by  the  cynical  VoU 
taire.  About  the  same  time  acci- 
dent brought  him  acquainted* with 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Johnson, 'with 
whom  he  formed  an  intimacy  which 
endured  through  life. 

Through  the  recommendation  of 
the  doctor  he  was  introduced  to 
many  families  of  distiaetion,  and 
seems  to  haye  spent  mnc%  of  his 
time  with  the  Thrales.  As  he  pos- 
sessed  nothing  but  what  hia  Indnstry 
enabled  him  to  obtain,  he  was  under 
the  necessity  of  exerting  liimsoif, 
hnd  his  efforts  were  not  nnsnoeaii- 
ful.  What  his  writings  and  tnliiM 
procured  hiro,  his  economy  vMde 
sufficient;  and  through  hia  wliole 
life  he  was  ne? er  aocuaed  of 
ness  or  serrility. 

In  London  his  writinga 
him  both  money  and  repntntien; 
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a»d,  m  he  tipeiitiicad  amch  kioA. 
nett,  htf  felt  mock  gntilode :  aod, 
httviag  resolved  to  retnrn  to  Irii 
natite  place,  he  ei  pressed  the  ofer* 
floviogs  of  his  heart,  on  leaTiiig 
this  country,  io  an  apostrophe  of 
great  feeling  and  eloquence. 

He  led  Ijondon  in  1700,  and 
trarelled  en  hit  way  hose  through 
Spain  and  Portugal,  keeping  a 
jonraaF,.  after  the  manner  reoomw 
meaded  bj  Dr.  Johnson,  which'^ 
OS  its  pubticatioii,  ga? e  great  satis- 
facdon,  being  the  most  entertaning 
that  had  at  tliat  time  been  gifen  to 
the  world. 

He  settled  in  lt^\j  for  a  short 
time,  and  published  s  literary  pa- 
per of  maeh  merit ;  bat,  as  he  was 
acute  and  satirical,  it  raued  him  so 
DsaajF  enemies,  that,  after  a  stay  of 
six  years,  he  thought  it  advisable  to 
^t  that  ceiatry^  and  again  visit 
£agland« 

After  his  return  he  published  se- 
▼oral  literary  works,  and  made  va- 
rious exeoxsions  abroad..  He  par. 
ticnlarly  attended  Dr.  Johnson  and 
the  Thrale  £unily  to  Paris ;  and  in 
Fcbraary,  1700,  he  made  a  toiyr 
through  Spain,  from  which  he  had 
bat  just  returned  when  an  sccidenk 
befelb  him  which  gives  him  a  place 
in  oar  Calendar. 

At  the  Old  Bayey  sessiona  for 
Nofember,  1700,  Mr.  Baretti  was 
iadiatad  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
Evan  MosgsiK  As  the  pacticnlars 
ai  this  case  are  folly  given  in  his 
owM  defence,  we  shall  insert  it,  pre* 
misiag  that  every  word  in  it  was 
and  satisfactorily  sub^ 
tinted  by  the  witnesses  for  Iher 
prosetution. 

^  On  Friday^  the  Gth  of  October/ 
says:  Mr»  Barstti,  <  I  spent  the  whole 
day  athome«  correcting  my  "  Italian 
and  Eaglish  Dictionary,'*  which  is 
actnaily  reprinling  and  working 
•ff ;  and  upon  another  book  in  fonr 
wolwas^  whkh  is  to  N  pnMishedhi 


Febmary  next,  and  has  been  adver- 
tbcd  in  the  newspapers.  I  went  • 
little  after  four  to  the  club  ai  royal 
acadeoriciaos  in  Soho,  where  I 
stopped  al»out  half  an  hour,  wait^ 
ing  for  my  friends,  and  warmings 
myself  io  the  clnbh.room. 

^  Upon  nobody's  coming,  I  went 
to  the  Orange  Coffee-house,  to  see 
if  a  letter  was  come  for  me  (for 
my  letters  come  there) ;  but  there 
was  none.  I  went  back  to  go  to^ 
the  club,  and,  going  hastily  up  tbe 
Haymarket,  there  was  a  woman  at 
a  dobr :  they  say  there  weie  two, 
but  I  took  ootiee  of  but  one,  as  I 
hope  God  will  sare  me ;  there  might 
hare  been  two,  though  I  only  saw 
one;  that  is  a  fact  There  was  • 
woman  eight  or  ten  yards  from  the 
comer  of  Paoton  Street,  and  she 
clapped  her  hands  with  saeh  vio^ 
lence  about  my  private  parts,  that 
it  gave  me  great  pain.  This  I  In- 
stantly resented,  by  giving  her  a 
blow  on  the  hand,  witha few  angry 
words.  The  woman  got  up  di- 
rectly, raised  her  voice,  and,  find- 
ing by  my  pronunciation  Aat  I  was 
a  foreigner,  she  called  me  several 
bad  names,  in  a  most  contnme^ 
lious  strain  ;  among  which  damned 
Frenchman  and  a  woman»hater  were 
the  most  audible. 

*  I  had  not  quite  tnraed  the  cor- 
ner b^ore  a  mm  made  me  tmn 
back,  by  giving  me  a  blow  with 
his  fist,  and  askiof  me  bow  I  dare 
strike  a  woman;  another  pushed 
him  against  me,  and  pushed  me  off 
the  pavement  >  then  thne  or  four 
more  joined  them*  I  wonder  I  did 
not  fall  from  the  high  step  whsdi 
it  there.  The  patb-way^  li  much 
ndsed  from  the  eoaeb-way.  A 
great  number  of  people  snerounded 
nie  presently,  many  beating  mm^ 
and  ail  damning  me  on  eeeiy  sidb, 
in  a  most  frightfol  manner*.  I  was 
a  Frenchman  in  their  ofMoa^ 
which  Bwla-  TO  •  nppwiensiee   I 
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miut  expect  no  faToar  nor  protec- 
tiooy  but  all  outrage  and  blowa. 

^  There  is  generally  a  great 
paddle  in  the  corner  of  Panton 
Street,  evem  when,  the  weather  u 
fine ;  but  that  day  it  had  rained  in- 
cessantly,  which  made  it  lery  slip. 
perj.  I  could  plainly  perceive  my 
assailants  wanted  to  throw  me  into 
the  puddle,  where  I  might  be  tram- 
pled on  ;  so  I  cried  out  ^^  Murder !" 
There  was  a  space  in  the  circle, 
from  whence  I  ran  into  Panton 
Street,  and  endeavored  to  get  into 
the  foot-way.  I  was  in  the  greatest 
horror,  lest  I  should  run  against 
some  stones,  as  1  have  such  bad 
eyes.  I  could  not  run  so  fast  as 
my  pursuers,  so  that  they  were 
upon  me,  continually  beating  and 
pushing  me,  some  of  them  attempt- 
ing to  catch  me  by  the  hair-tail : 
If  this  had  happened  I  had  been  cer- 
tainly a  lost  man.  I  cannot  abso- 
lutely fix  the  time  and  place  where 
I  first  struck.  I  remember,  some- 
where in  Panton  Street,  I  gave  a 
quick  blow  to  one  who  beat  off  ray 
hat  with  his  fist. 

'  When  I  was  in  Oxendon  Street, 
fifteeii  or  sixteen  yards  from  the 
Haymarket,  I  stopped,  and  faced 
about.  My  confusion  was  great ; 
and,  seeing  a  shop  open,  I  ran  into 
it  for  protection,  quite  spent  with 
fatigue.  I  am  certainly  sorry  for 
the  man ;  but  he  owed  his  death  to 
his  own  daring  impetuosity.  Three 
men  came  into  the  shop;  one  of. 
them  cried  to  me  to  surrender  my- 
self to  ^  him,  who  was  a  constable. 
I  asked  them  if  they  were  honest 
men,  and  friends ;  they  said  *  Yes.' 
I  put  up  my  knife,  desired  them  to 
arrest  me,  bagged  they  would  send 
for  a  coach,  and  take  me  to  Sir 
John  Fielding. 

^  I  appeal  to  them  how  I  be- 
haTed  when  I  surrendered,  and  how 
thankful  1  was  for  tlicir  kind  pro* 
tcctlon.     Sir  Juhn  heard  what  1  and 


the  men  had  to  say.  They  seat  worn 
into  a  room  bdow,  from  whence  I 
dispatched  a  man  to  the  dttb  in 
Grerrard  Street,  when  Sr  Joihoa 
Reynolds  and  other  gentlemen  cane 
to  me. 

*  A  messenger  was  dupatdied 
to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  wliere 
they  said  Morgan  was  carried.  A 
surgeon  came,  and  took  his  oath  that 
Morgan  was  in  danger.  Sir  John. 
committed  me  to  Tothill  Fields* 
Bridewell.  Two  gentlemen,  as  well 
as  the  constable,  can  witness  to  my 
behaviour  when  the  coachman  lost 
his  way,  which  forced  us  to  alight 
in  the  mire  and  darkness,  in  order 
to  find  the  way  to  Tothill  Fields' 
Bridewell.  I  humbly  conceive  this 
will  show  I  had  no  intention  of  cs» 
caping.  That  woeful  night  I  passed 
without  rest. 

^  My  face  had  been  obserred  to 
be  hurt  while  I  was  at  Sir  John 
Fielding's;  and  the  constable  was 
the  first  who  took  notice  of  a  blow 
I  had  received  on  my  chin.  But, 
when  the  heat  and  fear  had  sub. 
sided,  I  found  a  great  pain  in  divers 
pfrts  of  my  body.  Mr.  Molini  and 
Mr.  Low,  being  with  me,  desired 
me  to  let  them  see  what  was  the  , 
matter  with  my  back,  which  1  com- 
plained of.  I  stripped,  and  they 
saw  several  bruises. 

^  This,  my  lord,  and  gentlemen 
of  the  jury,  is  the  best  account  I 
can  give  of  my  unfortunate  acci- 
dent :  for  what  is  done  in  two  or 
three  minutes,  in  fear  and  terror, 
is  not  to  be  minutely  described ; 
and  the  Court  and  the  jury  are  to 
judge.  I  hope  your  lordship,  and 
every  person  present,  will  think 
that  a  man  of  my  age,  character, 
and  way  of  life,  would  not  spon« 
tancously  quit  my  pen,  to  engage 
in  an  outrageous  tumult.  I  hope 
it  will  easily  be  conceived  that  a 
man  almost  blind  could  not  but  be 
seized  \iith  terror  on  such  a  sudden 
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attack  as  tbii.  I  hope  it  will  h% 
seen  tliat  my  knife  was  Deitlier  a 
weapon  of  offence  or  defence;  I 
wear  it  to  carve  fruit  and  sweet- 
meats, and  not  to  kill  my  fellow* 
creatures. 

^  It  is  a  general  custom  in  France 
not  to  put  knives  upon  the  table, 
so  that  even  ladies  wear  them  in 
their  pockets  for  general  use*  I 
have  continued  to  wear  it  after  my 
return,  because  I  have  found  it  oc- 
casionally confenient.  Little  did  I 
think  such  an  erent  would  over 
have  happened.  Let  this  trial  turn 
out  as  favorable  as  my  innocence 
may  deserve,  still  my  regret  will 
endure  as  long  as  life  shall  last. 

'  A  man  who  has  lived  full  ^(ty 
years,  and  spent  most  of  that  time 
in  a  studious  manner,  I  hope  will 
not  be  supposed  to  have  voluntarily 
engaged  in  so  desperate  an  affair. 
I  beg  leave,  my  lord  and  gentle- 
men,  to  add  one  thing  more: — 
Equislly  confident  of  my  own  inno- 
cence, and  English  discernment  to 
trace  out  truth,  I  did  resolve  to 
wave  the  privilege  granted  to  fo- 
reigners by  the  laws  of  this  king- 
dom :  nor  was  my  motive  a  com- 
pliment to  this  nation— my  motive 
was  -my  life  and  honour ;  that  it 
should  not  be  thought  I  received 
undeserved    favour    from  a  jury, 


part  my  own  country.  I  chose 
to  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  this  conn« 
try ;  for,  if  my  honour  is  not  saved, 
I  cannot  much  wish  for  the  pre^ 
servation  of  my  life.  I  will  wait 
for  the  determination  of  this  awful 
Court  with  that  confidence,  I  hope^ 
which  innocence  has  a  right  to  ob- 
tain.    So  God  bless  you  all.' 

In  .his  defence  he  had  several- 
persons  who  deposed  to  the  attack 
upon  him,  and  the  frequency  of 
biroilar  outrages  in  the  Haymarket. 
Mr.  Beauclerk,  Sir  Joshua  Iley- 
nolds,  Dr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Fitsher. 
bert,  Mr.  Garrick,  Mr.  Burke,' 
Dr»  Goldsmith,  and  several  others, 
bore  testimony  to  the  quietness  and ' 
humanity  of  his  general  character. 
Their  evidence,  added  to  the  bad 
reputation  of  bis  prosecutors,  im- 
pressed the  Court  in  his  favour ; 
and  he  was  acquitted  both  of  the 
murder  and  manslaughter,  the  ver- 
dict being  *  Self-defence.' 

After  this  unpleasant  affair  he 
again  sat  down  to  his  studies  ;  but, 
relaxing  in  his  former  industry,  his 
pecuniary  affairs  became  cmbar- 
rassed—- a  circumstance  which,  it  is 
said,  hastened  his  dissolution,  which 
took  place  May  the  5th,  1789. 
He  died  much  regretted  by  a  largo 
circle  of  acquaintance. 
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Tjus  was  a  murder  of  so  unpro- 
voked, premeditated,  dating,  and 
cruel  a  nature,  that  every  reader 
must^  be  shocked  at  the  recital. 
For  a  man  to  have  his  house  beset 
by  a  troop  of  villains,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  assassinating  him,  in  a 
country  famed  for  laws  and  the 
protection  of  persons  and  pro* 
perty,   surprised  every  individual 


of  the  nation ;  and  eacji  circum- 
stance connected  with  this  dreadful 
tale  serves  to  increase  it^  horror. 

Thb  crime  was  premeditated  by 
one  William  Williams,  a  mercer, 
at  Llandovery,  in  Carmarthenshire ; 
and  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
fear  that  the  wife  consented  to 
the  murder  of  the  husband  :  at 
all  events,    the    accounts  of   the 
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IffMiiMtloo   would    warfmni  isck 

•MfpiciOK* 

11  apptared  ikat  William  PowelK 
Eaq.  a  geaileraan  of  good  aslate, 
nMed  at  Glanaroatk,  io  the  parish 
dLhuigaAdock^tn  CanaaHbrnshire/ 
Iir  Walei.  Foe  some  tiaie  he  llf  ed  on 
bad  torait  with  hit  wife,  Co  mhom 
he  allowed  a  separate  maintenance 
ol  one  hundred  pouadt  a  year,  aad 
pl^nd  the  children  at  a  boarding, 
•chool  near  London.  Mrs.  Powell 
(a  fiUal  ttep,  too  often  taken  bj 
repudiated  wif ei)  Incesiantly  railed 
af^iost  her  hoibaod^  and,  opening 
bar  complaints  to  WUlhimf,  urged 
him  to  aMist  her  in  taking  away  the 
childceo  from  under  thdr  fiither*a 
care.  This  infatuated  man  accord- 
ingly accompanied  Mrs.  Powell  to 
the  ichool ;  aad  they  had  addsese 
aaough  to  pretail  upon  the  master 
to  fire  them  up  the  chtldrea,  which 
WiUiams  immediately  pfau»d  into 
another,  pointed  out  by  the  mother. 

Mr.  Powell  being  aoon  appriied 
of  these  proceedings,  he  applied  for 
bis  children ;  but  their  new  master 
replied  that  he  had  recciTed  them 
fiom  Mr.  WiUiams,  and  that  to 
him  alooe  cosdd  he  deli? er  them. 

The  CouH  of  King's  Bench  was 
now  moffd  lor  an  habeas  cor- 
pus, and  Williams  waa  served  with 
a  rule  to  show  cause  *  Why  bo 
should  not  deliver  up  the  cliildico 
to  the  father  ?*  but  of  this  ktious 
lurocecdiug  Williams  took  no  no* 
tice,  until  he  was  served  with  an 
attachment  for  a  contempt  of  Court. 

This  writ  being  sent  to  the  shc> 
ri€  for  eaecatkni,  Williamt  ab- 
seondrd,  and  farmed  the  diaboKcnl 
determination  of  revenging  Mr. 
P^wdt^s  proceedings  against  him  in 
the  Court  by  Mi  death.    PaOing 


Hm  MM  «Mi  set  Hic  nte 

for  iWp«Uk;  fw  w 
tatli  «f  ScpiMibcr.  tfT5^  Iktle 


in  diferent  attempts  to  shaot 
this  ramorseless  viUah 
with  a  number  of  poor  niici  i^ 
rant  Welchmen,  to  assbi  bira 
the  liorrid  deed. 

This  gang,  according  to  the 
fesiion  of  one  of  them,  eonsiated, 
altbgether,  of  fourteen,  ol  the  fol-. 
lowing  description : 

William  WiHams,  the  instigator, 
of  Llandoeery,  escaped.. 

Charlea  David  Morgan,  labownsi^ 
executed. 

William  Charles  Moignn^hii 
acquitted* 

William  ^liggot,  a  barber, 
cuted. 

William  Morris,  a  saddlnr, 
cuted. 

John  Spiggot,  a  servant,  hrotbar 
to  William,  acquitted. 

WiUiam  Waiter  Evana,  labonns^ 
executed. 

Divid    Morgan,    an    ittnennt 
tinker,  executed. 

Walter   Evan,    his    nijpianiiijs^ 
executed. 

Wilfiam  Thomas,*  a  giovor,  nd. 
milted  evidence  for  Use  crown. 

Thomas  Drayn,    labonmr,    n^ 
caped.  «.. 

John  Isaa^  ditto,  escaped^ 

Morgan  Jamea,    a.   pedlnr,    na. 
caped^  and 

Anotlier  mSan,  called 
Bowen,  of  KeUy-Cwm, 

This  horrid  gang,  in  the 
when  Mr.  Powell  was  sitting  widi 
bis  family,  broke  into  hb  bonae  in 
disguise,  and  murdered  him  with  a 
ferocioos  cruelty  too  shockii^  to 
relate. 

The  trial  of  ^nt  pvt  nf 
gang  who  were  appral 
on  at  the  city  of  Hesvfntil,  m\ 
they  were  lemnved  bj  wiia  of 


ol  Welch  ChMMl 
Ihfve  Ttmt%Mttgtiht 


KNAPP  k  BALDWIN*!  NEWGATE  CALENDAR*       497 


beas  corpoiy  before  Sir  Joteyh 
Tates,  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Coort  of  King's  Bench. 

A  case  so  very  extraordinary,  in 
fact  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  annali 
of  erimtnai  history,  drew  together 
the  people  from  all  parta  of  the 
county. 

Charles  David  Morgan,  David 
Morgan,  WUliam  Spiggot,  WiUlam 
Walter  Eran,  William  Morris,  and 
David  Leweliin.  were  found  guilty : 
tlie  evidence  did  not  reach  somei 
mod  the  remainder  of  this  horrid 
gang  escaped  from  justice. 

The  following  speech  of  the 
judge,  on  passing  sentence,  will 
amply  show  the  nature  of  their 
crime  :-— 

*  ToQ  (naming  the  prisoners) 
have  been  tried,  and,  upon  evidence 
that  leaves  not  the  smallest  doubt, 
have  now  been  found  guilty  of  the 
most  wicked,  the  most  savage,  the 
roost  horrid  murder  that  ever  stained 
the  hand  of  man— a  cool,  dellbe* 
rate,  preconcerted  assassination ! 
without  a  quarrel  to  provoke, 
without  a  passion  to  iocite,  withl 
out  a  motive  to  tempt  you  but  the 
blackest  that  ever  disgraced  human 
nature— a  willingnest  to  earn  the 
wages  of  iniquity,  the  execrable 
wages  of  a  hireling  assassin.  And 
hew  hardened,  bow  determined, 
were  the  preparations  you  made  for 
that  Moody  work !  day  after  day 
projecting  the  design^  till,  at  last, 
deM)erately  putting  on  the  rufllan*s 
frock,  and  blackened  face,  you 
daringly  entered  the  doors  of  the 
deeeaised ;  and.  In  his  own  house, 
murdered  him^  most  inhumanly  mur- 
dered him,  with  every  circumstance 
of  savage  barbarity  1  yet  he  had  ne>. 
ver  done  the  least  injury  to  you,  not 
the  smallest  ptovocation  of  offboccb 

*  That  unfortunate  man  Is  now 
in  his  grave,  and  In  two  days  you 
will  be  as  cold  and  lifelesa  as  he. 
But  how  difiePBut  wiH  be  your  de« 


parture  I  By  your  bloody  band  he 
was  wickedly  murdered.  You  for 
that  murder  will  justly  die.  It  Is 
now  my  doty  to  pronounce  that 
dreadful  sentence ;  an  office  which 
to  me  is  ever  painful.  I  feel  for  the 
melancholy  condition  you  are  In, 
who  are  so  soon  to  die  by  the  hands 
of  justice  ;  but  how  little  did  you 
feel  for  the  poor  man  you  murderal  I 
^  Friday  next,  the  day  after  to, 
morrow,  will  In  this  world  be  your 
last :  but  think  of  the  more  dreadful 
day  to  come,  when  you  will  appear 
before  a  far  more  awful  tribunal, 
before  the  Oreat  Judge  of  all  man- 
kind. 

*  Think  how  you  will  stand  be- 
fore him,  covered  over  with  the 
blood  of  your  frilow-creature, 
whom  you  so  wickedly  murdered, 
most  daringly  presuming  to  destroy 
that  life  which  the  Almighty  gave, 
and  which  He  alone  had  a  ri^t  to 
take  away. 

*  You  have  now  but  two  days  to 
live,  and  in  that  short  time  have 
much  work  to  do.  I  therefore 
most  earnestly  entreat  you  to  era- 
ploy  every  moment  that  is  left  you 
in  imploring  God's  mercy  and  for- 
giveness, that  your  soul  may  escape 
that  dreadful  punishment  which 
lasts  through  all  eternity.  At  this 
bar  you  must  expect  no  mercy. 

*  The  sentence  of  the  hw  will 
most  certainly  be  executed  upon 
you ;  and  that  sentence  is,  ^  That 
you  must  he  taken  from  hence  to 
the  place  ft'om  whence  you  came ; 
and  from  thence,  on  Friday  next,  to 
the  place  of  execution ;  that  you 
be  there  hanged  by  the  neck  till 
you  are  dead ;  and  that  your  bo- 
dies afterwards  be  delivered  to  the 
surgeons,  to  be  dissected.  And  the 
Lord  have  mercy  on  your  souls  !* 

They  were  executed  accordingly^^ 
amid  the  execrations  of  a  vast  con- 
course of  spectators,  at  HereMd* 
March  the  50th,  1770. 


m     ca^.^n-ifc  OdLiiiMnarv  jbiwccaiki 


wtut'  joo:  —III  I  ■list  dmsmfiwA  itr 
«iiit  jiiir^iuK  U:  pmUDar^  nit  .h: 
rfior  4Br^  iiHC  MfHsnii  ciimniaBic 
wsnUtr^  ic  w*tuBi  iifv  wok  «i 
ibnufasC.    line   Hicv    iwi.    <vTTtiiinc 

f  mm  ;lii»  V4  na*  cunstuut  Hiir 
4iin  ^-UR:  iiic  aavtHnint  iu  in*  iknit 
^  *iiliaa<«..     V«  JUS  i«irr«  'u<  imi! 

jnaciait.  ««  {Vi^ntf  **uc  if  Tm  4;nic- 
4hi  :  Aiic  friiiL  X  {^uirr  junii  tiuv 

Chi  ^ttairrfuc.  sais  Sfdi  aiT  ILt?. 
ITTCu  fiMftniiuRiiituih.  Cta-vx*.  tad. 
1««  ah»M  ttidUiC  Jidftun  joit  Fin. 

Bteu  ■»  Praixow  ^i4(ian«  acw  ftu- 

CMBff^cn;  ^u  «*  oor  jft«  tfcm 
s&au-  F^is  ««  O'er  uL-tO:  irii&  cntu 

«f  Ccftvaj.  ■here  ti«j  f;««i  tke 

Oft  lie  isccrcacifl^  dij  (>£iidjT) 
fkej  tx)»i:A  a  eoMch  to  \\  bitecbapeS, 
wImyc  tibej  etmtlnmt:^  dribkiag  liil 
tlbe  dii«l(  of  tkc  evening,  wkeo  tJk^j 
went  to  Iboaa^i'i  boMe  for  tbe 
puioSft.  Bdog  b&pfoiided  wiiJb 
balU,  they  recsatned  for  a  « hUe  io 
coii&nltation  vibat  lo  >bb«fitotc  in 
tbcir  Mead ;  and  at  length  tbej 
Cttt  a  fiewter  spoon  in  pieces,  and 
loaded  tbcir  pittolf. 

Thif  iNing  done,   Conway  and 

Ukbardflon  went  together  ;  and  the 

^*ther  two  accompanied  them,  hot 

^all  distance,  (hat  Ihcy  might 

pear  to  be  a  gang  of  ruffians. 

aioi  a  gentleman'!  ^erranti 


liiiiiTif^  vftusk!  ftn^upcBfll  saSiw 
anns  jruv  otm  dadS  pHrtioB 
*tiif  ;j3griininnir%  weciOKtL. 

JfiR-  fcmidiis  ant  Jlr. 
3mi  lAir  ag^mmoDtot  m£  anei 
waifin  a  eamo&nn&Af  hMffv 

^^  rib 

^  exj^aiLUidL     C 


Bn£  r  <n  ;  and  tbcy  ki4 


i>:a    a.i4   C«i:«av    ioef&iBdT    &rai 
■1^  pusmr^ren  vert  klM  «■  the 

SfMK. 


iloB  ptt«psfffaicd«  ike  ySIubs 
siot  scaj  lo  rob  the  parties ;  bwt. 
vilk  the  C0Edcio«iac»of  gsilt*  har- 
ried avaj  tow^ids  Sfcpaey,  whence 
tktj  weet  to  iUldiie  Highway, 
acd  ihewce  to  ^^appbig,  where 
they  Slopped  a  aaa,  and  robbed 
him  of  cftghtcew  shillings  and  his 
watch. 

This  robbery  bdng  committed, 
they  has:coed  to  DtJirkhoase  Lane, 
near  Billingsgate,  where  they  stayed 
during  the  night;  and  the  next 
morning,  after  breakfasting  at  a 
pnblie  honse  in  Sooth wark,  they 
parted,  with  a  view  of  consulting 
their  safety  in  flight. 

Tbe  bodies  of  the  deceased,  being 
found  in  the  road,  were  conveyed 
to  the  watch-house ;  and  a  surgeon 


KNAPP  &  BALDWiiVi  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.       420 


being  sent  for,  he  examined  the 
wounds,  and  found  that  they  had 
been  made  by  pieces  of  pewter. 

On  the  following  Wednesday 
Jackson  was  apprehended,  on  sus- 
picion of  having  been  concerned  in 
the  commission  of  these  horrid  mur- 
ders. On  his  examination  he  ga?e 
information  who  were  his  accom- 
plices ;  on  which  he  was  admitted 
an  cfidcnce  for  the  crown. 

In  a  few  days  after  Jackson  was 
taken  into  custody  Conway  went 
to  the  shop  of  Mr.  Bur(man,  a 
pawnbroker,  in  Jcrmyn  Street, 
*There  he  offered  a  watch  in  pledge* 
An  advertisement  in  the  newspa- 
pers, describing  the  person  of  Con- 
way,  having  been  read  by  Mr. 
Burtman,  the  latter  imagined  that 
be  was  the  man  thus  described  ;  on 
which  he  gave  a  bint  to  one  of  his 
servants  to  sit  by  Conway,  while 
ho  (Burtman)  examined  the  watch. 
.  The  servant,  apprehending  dan- 
ger, whispered  his  master  that  it 
was  probable  he  had  pistols  in  his 
pdssession ;  on  which  a  person  was 
sent  out,  to  request  the  attendance 
of  the  neighbours,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  mischief.  In .  the  interim 
Conway,  remarking  that  they  whis- 
pered together,  begged  permission 
to  retire  to  the  vault ;  which  he 
was  readily  allowed  to  do :  but  on 
hifl  return  he  was  taken  into  cus- 
tody, and  a  coach  was  called  to 
convey  him  to  Sir  John  Fieiding*s 
office  in  Bow  Street. 

As  they  were  going  thither  Mr. 
Burtman  hinted  a  strong  suspicion 
that  Conwaf  was  guilty  of  the  mur. 
ders ;  to  which  the  latter  made  thb 
remarkable  and  shocking  answer: 
^  Damn  my  eyes !  thongh  I  am 
guilty  (I  mean  not  guilty),  I^^could 
not  shoot  two  men  at  once.' 

When  he  was  brought  to  the 
house  of  the  magistrate  above  men* 
tioned|  he  was  confronted  with 
Jacksoo,  when  they  mutually  en- 


deavored to  criminate  each  other ; 
but  the  circumstances  against  Con. 
way  were  so  very  suspifcious,  that 
Sir  John  Fielding  did  not  hesitate 
to  commit  him  to  Newgate. 

Richardson  was  likewise  appre- 
hended within  five  days  after  this 
commitment,  and  taken  to  Bow 
Street  for  examination ;  when  the 
charge  against  him  was  so  very 
strong,  that  he  was  likewise  com- 
mitted to  Newgate,  to  abide  the 
event  of  a  trial  by  jury. 

Jackson  having  been  admitted  an 
evidence,  bills  of  indictment  were 
preferred  y  at  the  next  sessions  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  against  Conway 
and  Richardson,  who  were  put  on 
their  trials  for  the  murders  of  Mr. 
y enables  and  Mr.  Rogers.  Jack- 
ton's  evidence  against  them  was 
full  and  positive;  and  this  being 
strongly  supported  by  that  of  the 
person  of  whom  they  had  purchased 
the  pistols,  aided  by  a  variety- of  col- 
lateral circumstances,  the  jury  did 
not  hesitate  to  convict  them,  the 
consequence  of  which  was  that  thej 
were  condemned  to  die. 

After  conviction  they  were,  as 
usual  in. such  cases,  lodged  in  the 
cells  of  Newgate,  and  we  are  sorrj 
to  say  that  their  penitence  did  not 
seem  proportioned  to  the  dreadful 
crime  they  had  committed ;  a  crime 
of  the  blackest  dye,  and  altogether 
unprovoked  by  those  who  fell  vic- 
tims to  their  inhuman  barbarity. 

On  the  Monday  following,  July 
the  10th,  1770,  they  were  con- 
veyed ta  Tyburn,  the  place  of  exe- 
cution ;  an  Incredible  number  of 
people  attending  the  solemn  pro.^ 
cession,  and  preparing  to  see  the 
exit  of  men  who  had  dkitinguished 
themselves  bj  the  atrociousneas  ef 
their  crimes,  and  whose  story  had 
ezdcod  the  public  curiosity  in  a 
very  high  degree.  ^ 

Unprepar^  as  these  men  ap. 
peared  to  have  been  for  the  dread- 
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fnl  fate  tkat  awaitod  tbM»  y«e, 
when  thej  saw  how  naar  and  how 
oertaifi  it  was,  they  Momed  to  be 
shocked  to  a  degree  beyond  descrip- 
tioD,  and  appeared  as  solemn  and 
sincere  in  their  deTotions  as  others 
who  had  snffered  at  the  fatal  tree. 

After  eiecntion  their  liodies  were 
eilt  down  and  conveyed  to  Bow 
Common,  where  they  were  put  in 
ehmnS)  and  hnng  on  a  gibbet  Im- 
mense 4ium1>ers  of  people  went  from 
London,  to  take  a  fiew  of  these 
malefactors  while  hanging  in  chains : 


ttf  talk  aif  a  ^(MHand,  o^  ten  IImnn 
sand,  wottM  be  layiag  nothing; 
perhaps  more  than  fifty  tiKKMind 
Thited  the  spot  within  the  firtfl  i?e 
days.  On  Sunday,  partknlariy^  te 
place  resemliled  a  crowded  M^| 
and  iMuiy  people  got  mon^  by 
selling  liquors  and  other  proviskMHi 
to  the  assembled  mnltitnde.  80 
great  was  the  cMwd,  that  tiielMftkt 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  etth  the 
1^9^9  ^^f^  broken  d6wn,  that 
the  mob  m%ht  gratify  their  Migei^ 
euriosify. 


im  ■<■ 


JOHN  STRETTON, 

SZaCUTlD  FOR  ROBBlifO  TUB  VAIL« 


Tbis  unhappy  man  was  descend- 
ed  of  respectabte  parents,  who  gate 
him  «k  lil>eral  education ;  nor  did 
any  circumstance  arise  to  thro# 
bhune  on  his  character  tUi  the  dis. 
co?ery  of  the  crime  which  cost  him 
hU  life. 

He  was  apprenticed  to  a  grocer 
in  London,  and  serf  ed  his  time  with 
a  degree  of  fidelity  that  would  hare 
done  credit  to  any  servant;  and  he 
appeared  to  gain  the  general  good 
ophfilon  of  those  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  him. 

At  the  eipiration  of  hb  appren^^ 
tieesbip  he  went  to  live  as  a  jour, 
neyman  to  a  grocer  in  Bishopsgate 
Street,  where  he  still  maintmned  a 
fair  character,  and  continued  in 
this  station  several  years,  during 
which  he  married,  and  had  a  daugh. 
ter ;  btt  t  hk  wife  died  a  considerable 
time  before  the  perpetration  of  the 
fact  which  rendered  him  a  fatal 
victim  to  the  violated  laws  of  his 
country. 

Mr.  Stvetton,  having  by  his  fnt« 
gality  aoeuttMilated  a  sum  of  money, 
opened  a  shop  ij\  Bishopsgate  Street 
on  bis  own  account,  and  had  evmy 
reasonable  prospect  of  success ;  for 
so  regular  i»ad  been  his  conduct, 
and  sc  kreprcachablc  was  his  cha- 


racter, th^t  not  any  peivon  in  hli 
own  way  of  business  refused  lo  glv« 
lum  credit  to  any  reasonable  4momt» 

Unhappily,  hoiTever,  be  liad  not 
Idng  embarked  in  trttde  beCMO  his 
ruin  ensued,  from  a  cause  wbidi 
one  would  have  thoeghC  retj  an- 
likely  to  produce  it 

Hav i<ig  conceived  a  deUgn  of  ad^* 
vancing  himself  in  life  by  ft  aeciondl 
marriage,  and  a  butcher  In  tho 
neighbourhood  being  reputed  wdrflk 
a  considerable  sum  of  money*,  lie 
paid  his  addresses  to  hb  daughtofy 
who  was  so  well  pleased  with  hlm| 
that  slie  did  not  hesitate  to  make  a 
declaration  in  hb  favour  |  bnt  the 
father,  unwilling  to  part  wlHi  suiy 
money,  as  a  portion  fof  hb  daugh- 
ter, resolved  not  to  give  his  con* 
sent,  because  Mr.  StTettoo  wAs  not 
in  circumstaDces  of  Independenon. 

In  the  mean  time  the  lovers  tMbt 
trived  frequent  oppottunltfea  of 
seeing  each  other,  and  Che  yoang 
woman  repeatedly  informed  Mr. 
Stretlpn  with  the  determiaatlott  of 
her  father.  Chagrined  1^  tkia  eliw 
cumstance,  and  resolved  to  removw 
the  objection  which  seemed  to 
from  hb  presumed  poverty,  lie 
the  dreadful  resolution  of  robbing 
the  man. 
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He  bad  oot,  howcfrcr,  for  tOme 
time  an  opportunity  of  carrying  hia 
latenttoD  into  oxecation ;  for  he  was 
aeisud  with  a  aerere  fit  of  illneat) 
which  confined  him  4o  hia  bed  for 
soae  weeka^  dariag  which  liaie  he 
was  freqaently  ?ltited  by  the  girl 
whom  he  liad  courted,  and  also  by 
Iwr  aiother,  who  was  a  warm  friend 
to  the  propoied  marriage. 

Atiength  lie  recover^  lits  health 
in  a  very  considerable  degree ;  on 
which  he  resolred  to  complete,  if 
poa8il>le,  the  plan  which  had  so  long 
agitated  his  mind.  In  pnrsvance 
iiereof  1m  took  aa  opportunity^ 
when  his  shopman  waa  in  bed,  one 
Satorday  night,  to  quit  the  housC) 
and  go  as  far  as  the  City  Road, 
betweea  Isltogton  and  Londoo, 
where  he  awaited  the  arri? al  of  the 
northern  mail,  which  came  oppo« 
site  i^eerlesa  Pool  about  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning. 

Stretton,  obsenring  the  postboy 
coming  op,  stopped  the  mail,  and 
took  out  such  bags  as  he  thoaght 
proper;  after  which  he  went  into 
Moorfieldf,  where  he  examined  the 
contents  of  the  bags,  and,  selecting 
such  bills  and  notes  as  he  considered 
moat  Taloable,  left  the  bags  be* 
bind  him,  and  retired  to  his  own 
house. 

As  aoon  as  the  robbeiy  was  made 
kaown  at  the  poat^office,  the  Post- 
HMster.Greneral  offered  by  adfer- 
tiaement,  aa  is  nsaal  on  such  occa« 
sioM,  a  reward  of  two  hundred 
poaads  for  the  apprehension  of  the 
robber :  but  nothing  transpired  in 
the  course  of  aereral  weeks ;  and.it 
ia  probable  that  the  offender  might 
have  remained  much  longer  undo* 
tocted  but  for  the  following  oir« 
eofmatance. 

Stretton  still  continned  to  pay  hb 
addresaes  to  the  butcher's  daughter; 


tat  her  lither,  vowilliflg  that  she 
should  marry  a  man  in  low  or 
doabtfui  circumstances,  was  cotu 
tinually  talking  to  Stratton  on  the 
eubject  of  money  mattera ;  till  at 
length  the  latter  was  ao  imprudent 
as  to  show  him  the  dmfta  In  hia 
possession,  and  e?en  to  send  a  pon. 
ter  to  Mr.  Boldero's,  the  Ininker, 
for  the  acceptance  of  one  of  them, 
that  no  doubt  might  remain  of  their 
being  good  notes  :  bat  the  porter 
had  no  sooner  presented  the  bill 
than  he  was  detained,  and  a  peaoei- 
officer*  and  other  '  persona,  were 
sent  in  search  of  Mr.  Stretton^ 
whom  they  found  at  his  own  house^ 

They  inqaired  how  he  came  to 
be  possessed  of  the  note  in  quei* 
tion ;  to  which  he  replied  that  he 
had  taken  it  in  the  course  of  bast* 
ness  from  a  person  in  Bond  Street, 
who  was  in  his  debt 

This  story  did  not  seem  to  be 
credited:  howoTor,  a  coach  waa 
called,  aad  the  parties  went  toge* 
ther  to  Bond  Street,  in  aearch  of 
the  person  who  was  said  to  hate 
paid  the  bill:  bat  no  sack  man 
could  be  found ;  on  which  the  auspi^ 
dons  against  Stretton  being  grcady 
strengthened,  be  was  oouTeyed  to 
the  house  of  Sir  John  Fielding^ 
who  committed  him  to  Newgate^  to 
abide  the  erent  of  a  trIaL 

Objections  bmng  made  by  conn* 
sel  to  the  patting  him  on  his  trial 
at  the  first  and  second  aesslooa  after 
his  commitment,  it  was  accordingly 
brought  on  at  the  third.* 

When  Mr.  Stretton  waa  put  on 
his  trial,*  fall  proof  arose  that  the 
drafts  and  notea  which  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  mail  were  foaai 
in  his  houae ;  aaid,  as  ha  could  gife 
no  probable  aecoant  how  they  caoia 
into  his  possession,  there  waa  a 
strong  presumptire,  amounting  *al- 

*  It  ought  to  be  meutioned,  to  the  credit  of  our  courts  of  justice,  that  the  sligbteM 
argttine&ty  whidi  has  hot  the  appearaaed  of  reason*  is  saffictetit  to  iuflueiice  the  BeoCh  in 
IsTOvr  ef  the  pnasnar. 
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most  to  posttiTe,  proof  that  he  had 
himself  committed  the  robbery ;  for 
it  appeared  evident  to  the  jury  that 
a  tradesman,  who  had  taken  these 
billa  and  notes  in  the  common 
course  of  business,  could  ha?e  ac 
counted  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  became  possessed  of  them,  or 
at  least  the  greater  part  of  them. 

After  a  full  deliberation  on  the 
case,  the  jury  did  not  hesitate  to 
-pronounce  him  guilty,  the  conse- 
quence of  which  was  that  he  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death. 

After  confiction  he  was  regular 
in  his  attendance  on  the  offices  of 
divine  worship;  but  no  arguments 
that  were  made  use  of  could  prevail 
on  him  to  acknowledge  his  guilt, 
and  he  steadily  persisted  in  a  de- 
nial of  the  justice  of  his  sentence. 
Notwithstanding  this,  he  appeared 
exceedingly  penitent  for  all  the 
faults  which  he  had  ever  committed ; 
and  declared  that  he  expected  salva- 
tion only  through  the  merits  of  the 
Redeemer  of  mankind :  but>  with  re- 
gard to  robbing  the  mail,  he  insisted 
that  he  had  never  been  guilty  of  it ; 
and  that  he  detested  the  thought  of 
•u^  an  execrable  baseness,  and 
^as  totally  innocent  of  the  crime 
alleged  against  him. 
.  These  declarations  he  repeatedly 
made ;  and  on  the  morning  of  exe- 
cution, when  ho  was  called  down 
to  the  Press-yard,  to  have  his  irons 
knocked  oflF,  he  was  urged  by  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate  to  make  an 
explicit  confession  of  the  crime; 
but,  far  from  doing  so,  he  still 
avowed  his  perfect  innocdice. 

He  was  attended  to  the  place  of 
execution  by.  immense  crowds  of 
people,  who  wished  to  hear  the 
dying  words  of  a  man  to  be  exe- 
cuted for  so  capital  a  crime,  for 
which  he  would  dever  acknowledge 
the  justice  of  that  verdict  by  which 
he  had  been  condemned. 

Thb  unhappy  man  suffered  at 


Tyburn  oo   the    1st   of    August, 
1770. 

Many  people  have  thooght  it 
impossible,  and  indeed  bamanity 
would  suppMOse  it  so,  for  any  msui 
to  die  with  a  lie  in  his  month  ;  but 
In  the  case  of  Strettdn  it  will  be 
very  hard  to  form  an  opinion  in  his 
favour ;  for,  if  he  did  not  obtain 
the  notes  and  drafts  by  robbing  the 
mail,  how  did  he  procure  them  ?— 
If  he  could  have  given  an  honest 
account  how  he  became  possessed 
of  them — if  he  could,  as  Shakspeare 
emphatically  phrases  it,  have  ddl* 
vered  ^  a  round  unvarnished  tale- 
it  would  have  l>een  almost  impos* 
sible  that  he  should  have  been  ooa* 
victed ;  for  the  jurymen  of  tidt 
country  (to  their  honour  be  it  re* 
corded)  are  exceedingly  tender  of 
the  lives  of  their  fellowidtiseas. 

'  The  presumption  then^  In  tUs 
particular  case,  Is  very  atroag  tbat 
the  malefactor  most  have  denied  his 
crime  from  a  spedei  of  |iride  alto. 
gather  unwarrantable.  We  wonld 
not  wish  to  be  thought  teveie  er 
uncharitable  in  our  conjeetnrea; 
but  it  is  improbable  that  anj  man 
could  have  been  possessed  of  tKis 
contents  of  a  mall,  which  had  been 
robbed,  without  knowing  how  Ihejr 
came  into  his  possession. 

His  sending  the  draft  to  the 
banker's  for  acceptance  is  a  proof 
of  the  most  egregious  folly ;  for  he 
must  have  been  morally  certafai  that 
his  messenger  would  be  stopped, 
and  that  his  own  detection  wonld 
inevitably  ensue. 

.If  we  suppose  that  his  love  in- 
duced him  to  take  thb  dangerous 
step,  we  should  recollect  that  he 
had  been  married  before,  and  was 
therefore  the  less  likely  to  hate 
been  involved  in  a  passion  so  vio- 
lent as  to  tempt  him  to  so  danger- 
ous an  experiment. 

Upon  the  whole,  notwithstand- 
ing all  appearances  to  the  contraryi 
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the  prtMumption  ii  «ery«lriing  (bat 
~ ')  man  was  in  dialrciscd  circum- 
-■tancet,  which  he  sought  lu  repair 
py  marriage  ;  hul,  finding  his  hopes 
Kt  least  postponed,  he  look  (lie 
tnoit  tUngerous  me'huJ  imagindble 
to  repair  his  aha tte red  fortunes. 

It  ii  ajtonishintc  thai,  during  his 
•ickncM,  ho  ahould  nut  hate  had 
recollection  enough  to  induce  him 
to  delist  from  cariyi  g  i  to  ex  cu 
1  Ihe  dang  rous  )  Iad  he  had 
formed     In  it  n  kn 


iluclive  nf  thoughts  tnnri 
than  thosu  which  atk'iid  nt  in  pi 
feet  health  ;  but  the  whole  of  thii 
unhappy  man's  conduct  should 
(rach,ui  to  pray  continually  for 
the  assisting  grace  of  God,  that  wo 
may  not  be  led  into  temptation,  but 
cleliiered  from  all  the  erils  that  sur- 
round us;  10  that,  after  it  short 
pai>uge  through  tills  Iroobloorae 
world  wc  may  be  received  into 
the  atmi  of  eternal  mercy  ! 


lU.rrgan  al  iKf  CM. 


RICIfARD  MORGAN, 

EXECtWKD  FOH  PKIrATBtV  (TE4I.1NC. 

Tuii  milefactor  wa*  a  naliiB  of  duties  of  religion.     When  he  grtw 

'Elletmere,  in  Shropshire,  descended  lowardi   yean  of  maturity  be  i;n- 

of  poor  parents,   whoie   firluoui  tercd  info  the  serricc  of  a  farmer 

char^Iers  were  the  greatest  partof  in  the  nelghltourhood,  wiih!whoin 

'4heir   poaseisiou.     They  besioucd  be  lived  near  ihree  years  Hilbaii 

n  him  as  good  an  eduealion  a»  ihei'r  unblemished  reputation, 

rircumstanees   would    admit,    and  After  this  he  engaged   lo  sertc 

irtful  to  inslract  Iiim  in  the  other  fanners  in  dilTercMt  parti  of 
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England,  continving  (o  labour  as 
m  husbandman  (ill  he  became  almost 
two-and«twenty  years  of  age,  and 
then  repaired  to  London,  in  order 
to  obtain  sobsistence  by  ht&hooest 
CDdea?our9. 

He  had  not  been  long  m  town 
before  he  entered  into  the  scr rice 
of  Mr.  Hotchkln,  a  capital,  linen, 
draper  near  Smithfield  Bars.  His 
'principal  business  waS  to  carry  out 
parcels*,  fliid  bis  l>efaaYK>ur  was  such, 
for  a  considerable  time,  as  entitled 
him  to  the  approbation  of  his  mas- 
ter. 

At  length  he  was  unfortumile 

enough  to  become  acquainted  with 

the  serrant  of  a  distiller  in   the 

neighbourhood,    who    introduced 

•him  liito  a  set  of  company  which 

led  to  his  ruin.     Morgan  had  been 

hitherto  remarkable   for    his  so- 

brietj ;  bat  a  fatal  change  soon 

'took  place*    The  distiller's  servant 

/was  om  of  a  low  alehouse  club,  of 

'•which  Morgan  became  a  membar  ; 

and  each  of  dm  campany  paid  fonr- 

.pence  half^imy  for  his  evening's 

eBpenset  bi  batr  and  tobacco. 

It  was  in  this,  club  that  the  first 
taint  appears  to  hava  b«ea  giren  to 
llorgaat  moral%  Some  of  the 
aompany,  who  were  chiefly  por. 
ttrt,  used  to  boaA  how  oonsidenu 
bij  ihey  defranded  their  masters^ 
and^ven  moDtioned  the  names  of 
tha  parties  to  whom  they  sold  tiia 
stolen  efiects. 

For  some  time  Morgan  appeared 
shocked  at  the  idea  of  obtaining 
money  by  such  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  duty  and  integrity,  and 
actually  absented  himself  from  the 
dub  ;  but  at  length  the  servant  of 
the  distiller  prevailed  on  him  to  re- 
join  the  compUny,  which  he  did, 
but  with  a  reserve  in  his  own  mind 
that  he  would  'not  be  concerned  in 
any  of  their  iniquitous  transac- 
tions. 
These  good  resoIutions^howeTer^ 


did  not  last  any  considerable  fime ; 
for  his  companions,'  wishing  him  to 
enter  into  their  practices,  artfully 
took  him  to  the  houie  of  the  man 
who  received  the  stolen  goodt, 
where  he  saw  such  various  articles 
which  porters  had  stolen  fhna  their 
masters,  and  remained  undetected, 
that  he  was  but  too  easily  induced 
to  commence  the  illicit  practice. 

His  mind  being  thus  prepSrrcd  for 
acts  of  dishonesty^  h^  ibdii  'began 
-to  purloin  his  masters  -^eHeets, 
which  he  stole  in  considerable  quan- 
tities ;  and  as  Mr.  Hotchkin  had  a 
very  large  stock,  and  dealt  in  the 
wholesale  trade,  the  articles  could 
not  be  easily  missed,  so  that  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  continuing  his  de- 
predations  for  a  considerabie^^ptce 
of  time ;  and,  indeed,  when  the  ar» 
tides  were  at  length  missed;  no  one 
suspected  Morgan  to  be  the  thief,, 
as  his  character  had  been  hitherto 
irreproachable^  and  bis  behavtonr 
such  as  to  entMa  him  to  fmiacal 
respect. 

His  custom  w«a  to  coavey  the 
stolen  goods  to  a  stable  ia  Dlwham 
Yard,  Chick  Lana^  where  they 
were  depeisited  lili  the  usaa&  p«r. 
chaser  came,  and  bought  them^ 
carried  them  off. 

Moi|(an's  practices  in  this 
were  so  consideraUa^that  Mi 
panions  of  the  dob^  bagaa  to  Baalk 
on  him  as  a  proper  agent  for  diai 
p<Ming  of  such  good*  as  ihottkl.I»e 
stolen  by  others  ;  but  this  plan  was 
defeated  almost  as  soon  as  it  was 
formed. 

Mr.  Hotchkin  at  length  disco, 
vering  that  he  had  been  robbed, 
and  that  the  depredations  had  been 
frequently  renewed,  and  observina 
that  not  any  person  had  broken 
into  his  house,  he  concluded  that 
•the  robber  must  be  one  who  lived 
in  the  family. 

In  consequence  hereof  a  person 
was  appointed  to  watch  the  motions 
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of  Morgan  ;  and  on  his  going  out 
he  was  followed  to  a  house,  whence 
he  took  sereral  parcels  to  an  inn,  * 
to  be  carried  by  the  Birmingham 
waggon. 

•Inquiry  being  made  into  the  af. 
fair,  it  was  discovered  that  Morgaa 
had  a  considerable  quaotltj  of 
goods  destined  for  the  same  place  ; 
and  these,  being  examined,  were 
found  to  be  the  property  of  Mr. 
Ilotclikin,  whose  marks  were  on 
.  the  several  pieces  ;  on  which  the 
offender  was  taken  into  •ostodj, 
and  carried  before  a  magistrate. 
On  his  examination  he  denied  bar* 
ing  been  guiltj  of  the  crime  al- 
leged  against  him ;  but,  aa  the  pre- 
■amptive  evidence  of  the  fact  wai 
too  strong  to  ^Jlow  of  his  being 
dismissed,  he  waft  committed  to 
Newgate,  till  the  ensuing  sessions 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  that  his  guilt  or 
innocence  might  abide  the  award  of 
a  jury. 

On  his  trifti  the  evidence  against 
him  was  so  conclusive  that  no  lietf* 
tation  coald  be  made  to  find  him 
guilty,  and  judgment  of  death 
passed  of  conrae. 

After  convietioD  he  acknowledged 
to  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate  the 
justice  of  his  sentence,  and  owned 
that  he  had  defrauded  his  master  of 
goods  to  a  considerable  amonnt. 
He  was  constant  and  regular  in  his 
derotlons,  both  in  the  chapel  and 
in  bis  cell ;  nor  did  ho  seem  to  en- 
tertain a  hope  of  (hat  mercy  which 
he  had  no  right  to  expect. 

When  he  was  told  that  his  name 
was  Included  in  the  warrant  for  exe- 
ctttion,  be  received  the  dreadful 
news  with  greift  composure ;  and 
confessed  that  he  had  merited  the 
shocking  fate  that  awaited  him. 
He  liebaved  even  with  pious  resig- 
nation, anS  acknowledged  that 
faith  in  the  merits  of  Christ  by 
which  poor  sinners  are  to  expect 
salvation. 


He  was  visited  after  convicfioii 
by  a  number  of  people  who  had 
known  him  in  the  former  part  of 
tife,  and  who  kindly  assisted  him 
in  his  solemn  preparations  for 
eternity. 

He  received  the  sacrament  on  the 
morning  of  his  death,  and  repeated 
the  declarations  he  had  formerly 
made  of  his  guilt.  At  the  fatal 
tree  he  addressed  himself  to  the 
surrounding  multitude,  earnestly 
desiring  servants  not  to  defraud 
their  employers.  He  prayed  in  the 
most  earnest  manner,  aad  so  audi- 
bly  as  to  bo  heard  by  great  num. 
bers  who  attended  his  fatal  exit. 
After  the  body  had  hung  tht  ens- 
tomary  time  it  was  delivered  to  his 
friends,  in  ordei^  itrbeing  buried 
as  they  might  think  proper. 

Richard  Morgan  suffered  at  Ty- 
burn on  the  27th  of  May,  1772. 

From  the  case  of  this  unforttt- 
nate  man  persons  in  a  dependent 
situation  should  principally  learn 
two  things ;  viz.  never  to  injure 
their  masters ;  and  by  all  means  to 
avoid  any  connexion  with  low  com. 
pany  at  alehouses,  as  the  keeping 
such  company  may  insensibly  in- 
volve them  in  expenses  which  may 
lead  to  die  commitment  of  acts  of 
dishonesty. 

Honest  countrymen  are  generally 
too  fond  of  repairing  to  London » 
in  the  vain  hope  of  making  that 
fortune  which  very  few  of  them 
ever  acquire;  and  perhaps  thoae 
who  do  might  be  more' happy  in 
their  native  fields,  undisturbed  with 
the  cares  of  the  busy  world. 

It  is  not  every  man  that  grows 
rich  that  becomes  happy  of  course  ; 
and  perhaps  the  contrary  is  morq 
generally  the  case. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  shoultf 
learn  resignation  to  the  will  of 
Providence,  and  be  taught  the  great 
doctrini  of  being  content  in  any  sta- 
tion in  which  vre  may  %6  placed :— 
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'  Life't  but  a  short  cliase  ;  the  game  Con- 
tent, 

Which  roost  pursued  is  roost  compelled  to 
fly; 

And  he  that  mounts  hiro  on  the  swiftest 
hope 

Shall  often  run  his  cour^r  to  a  stand ; 


While  the  poor  peasant,  on  tome  distant 

hill, 
Undangercd,  and   at  ease,  views  all  the 

sport. 
And  sees  Content  take  shelter  in  his  cot- 
•tage.* 

Sbaespbarc. 


JAMES  ATTAWAY  AND  RICHARD  BAILEY, 

EXECUTED  FOR  BURGLARY* 


Thb  crime  for  which  these*  men 
•o  justly  suffered  was  committed  in 
,  a  manner  most  artful  and  daring. 

About  nine  o'clock  one  efening 
they  went  to  the  house  of  Thomas 
Le  Mcrr,  Esq.  in  Bedford  Row, 
London,  a  public  and  genteel  street. 
They  had  receiYcd  information  that 
Mr.  Le  Mcrr  was  in  the  country. 
Oo  their  knocking  at  the  door,  it 
was  opened  by  a  ftiotman,  to  whom 
Bailey  deliYered  a  letter,  saying  it 
was  for  his  master :  before  the  ser* 
Tant  could  answer,  Attaway,  an- 
other daring  ruffian,  who  escaped 
justice^  rushed  in,  shut  the  street 
door,  and  stabbed  him  in  the  belly 
with  a  dagger.  They  then  drew 
cords  from  their  pockets,  tied  the 
bleeding  man's  hands  behind  his 
back,  and  dragged  him  down  stairs 
into  the  kitchen,  unloosed  his 
bands,  and  ordered  him  to  light  a 
candle,  though,  being  summer,  'it 
was  not  dark*  This  done,  regard- 
less of  his  wound,  which  he  begged 
time  to  bind  up,  they  again  tied 
bu  hands  behind  him,  bringing  the 
rope  first  about  his  neck,  and  then 

aross  his  face,  in  such  a  manner 
ftt  it  went  through  his  mouth, 
which  it  kept  open,  and  then  made 
It  fast  behind.  Thus  bound,  they 
dragged  him  into  a  cellar,  and 
bolt^  him  in. 

In  a  few  minutes  one  of  the  ? il- 
lains  returned,  asking  if  he  was 
last ;  and  being  answered,  as  well 
as  the  poor  man  could  speak,  that 
be  was  secure  enough,^  they  broke 
open  the  pantry,  where  the  plate. 
ehctt  was  kept,  forced  th«  l^ck,  and 


deliberately  packed  up  its  contents. 
In  the  mean  time  the  wounded 
roan  gnawed  the  rope  in  his  mouth, 
and  soon  liberated  himself.  He 
then  forced  open  the  door  which 
confined  him,  and  got  into  the  area, 
over  which  was  a  skylight;  and, 
apprebensife  that  he  was  bleeding 
to  death,  he  made  an  effort,  by 
climbing  up  a  pipe,  to  get  through 
it,  and  gif  e  an  alarm.  In  effecting 
this  he  stuck  by  the  middle,  and 
near  his  wound,  a  considerable 
time,  but  was  not  heard  by  the 
thie?es,  who  were  busily  employed 
in  securing  their  plunder.  Making 
a  last  exertion,  he  succeeded,  and, 
dragging  the  rope  after  him,  got  to 
the  stables  behind  the  house,  and 
called  for  help  as  loud  as  his  al- 
most exhausted  strength  would  per- 
mit. Fife  or  six  grooms  immedi- 
ately came  to  his  assistance,  and 
seized  the  robbers  as  they  were 
coming  out  of  the  house  ;  thus  for- 
tunately  saving  the  poor  fellow's 
life  and  Mr.  Le  Merr's  property. 

On  this  evidence  they  were  con- 
sequently found  guilty,  the  wound- 
ed man  being  able  to  appear  in 
court  against  theou  They  were 
executed  at  Tyburn,  July  4,  1770, 
along  with  Daniel  Pfluyer,  for  a 
burglary  in  the  house  of  Robert 
Walker,  of  Little  Carter  Lane, 
London ;  Francis  Lutterwell,  for 
stealing  wearing  apparel,  the  pro. 
perty  of  Thomas  Jackson,  in  the 
house  of  William  Shepierd,  in  Bell 
Yard,  Temple  Bar ;  and  John  Read, 
alias  Miller,  fdr  returning  from 
transportation. 
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CAPTAIN  DAVID  FERGUSON, 

EXECUTED  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  UI8  CABIN-BOY* 


At  the  Admiraltj  sessions,  held 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  on  the  17th  of 
December,  1770,  David  Ferguson, 
master  of  the  merchant.ship  Betsey, 
was  tried  for  the  murder  of  his 
cabin-boy,  a  lad  about  thirteen 
years  of  age,  during  his  voyage 
from  Virginia  to  Antigua. 

It  appeared  that  four  of  Captain 
Ferguson's  crew  died,  and  he  was 
charged  with  the  murder  of  them 
all.  On  one  of  these  alleged  crimes 
he  was  tried  in  Virginia,  and  ac- 
quitted. 

Lord  Bortelot,  the  then  gover- 
nor of  that  colony,  transmitted  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court  to  the 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  af- 
fairs in  London,  with  a  favorable 
opinion  thereon. 

Though  we  have  had  too  fre- 
quent occasion,  in  the  course  of 
this  work,  to  state  thp  wanton  ex- 
ercise of  that  poirer  necessarily 
given  to  commanders  at  sea,  yet 
we  also  know  that  the  crew  are 
too  often  ready  to  construe  neces* 
sary  correction  into  cruelty  ;  and, 
should  any  of  the  hands  corrected 
by  the  captain  die,  even  by  acci. 
dent,  or  the  common  course  of  na- 
ture, they  are  sure  to  aggravate  the 
affair,  and  persecute  their  com- 
njandor. 

The  ship  Betsey  sailed  from  the 
Capes  of  Virginia  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  when  the  cold  is  intense  to 
a  degree,  of  which  Englishmen 
have  hardly  a  conception.     Heavy 


gales  of  wind  and  long  falls  of 
snow  succeed  each  other,  day  after 
day.  The  shrouds  and  rigging  are 
fncrustcd  with  ice,  and  they  often 
snap  from  the  tension  thereby  oc- 
casioned. The  masts,  thas  de- 
prived of  their  principal  support, 
are  oftei\  ready  to  fall  by  the 
board,  while  the  deck  is  deeply  ca« 
Ycred  with  snow.* 

*  In  sjich  cases  seamen  do  their 
duty  with  much  reluctance ;  and, 
when  their  extravagance  in  harbour 
has  deprived  them  of  the  means  of 
laying  in  an  allowance  of  brandy 
and  tobacco,  they  grow  clamorous 
to  their  captain  for  thos6  indispen* 
sable  articles,  with  which  he  is  not 
bound  to  supply  them  ;  in  fact,  he 
generally  provides  little  more  than 
may  serve  himself. 

Captain  Ferguson's  crew,  thus 
situated,  were  often  remiss  in  their 
duty;  and,  on  several  occasions, 
his  utmost  exertions  were  called 
upon  for  the  safety  jpf  his  ship ;  bat 
that  he  exceeded  the  bounds  of  mo- 
deration must  bo  admitted,  from 
his  conviction  by  an  English  jury 
of  the  murder  of  his  cubin-boy. 

Perhaps  the  severity  of  the  sea- 
son, the  crew  being  unprovided  with 
liquor,  and  also  without  sufficient 
warm  clothing,  contributed  more 
to  the  death  of  the  remaining  three 
that  perished  than  correction.  The 
survivors  imputed  the  murder  of 
them  all  to  the  cruelty  of  their  cap- 
tain. 


• 

*  A  shocking  instance  of  the  tad  effects  of  these  sndden  snow  storms,  on  the  coast  of 
America,  happened  to  the  officers  ol  the  Assistance  man  of  war,  Ijfing  off  Sandy-Hook, 
neaVNew  Vorkj.  in  the  year  l'i84.  Six  seamen  of  that  ship  confederated  to  desert, 
juniped  into  ihe  yawl,  and  pushtfd  off  from  the  ship  towards  the  shore.  Another  boat 
was  got  ready  for  a  pursuit,  and  was  manned  by  the  first  lieutenant,  eleTen  other  offi- 
cers, and  one  seaman.  Before  they  could  come  op  with  the^leserters,  a  snow  storm 
came  on,  which,  as  is  often  the  case,  so  overpowered  them,  and  so  darkened  the  horiion, 
that  they  losf  sight  both  of  the  yawl  and  the  ship,  and  were  al!,  except  one,  next  morning 
found  diead  oo  the  bea&h,  near  Middlcton  Pointj  in  New  Jersey,  most  of  them  sticking  ia 
the  mad ! 
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To  come  to  the  charge  on  which 
he  was  convicted :  it  was  proved 
that  he  bad  frequently  beat  the  boy 
in  a  manner  far  too  soTcre  for  his 
tender  years  to  bear ;  and  that  he 
had  knocked  hiq;i  down,  and  then 
stamped  upon  him.  After  thif  bar^ 
barous  usage  he  conftocd  him  al- 
most an  hoar  upon  deck,  to  tho 
weather-side  of  hie  long.boat, 
when  the  weather  was  .so  scTore 
that  <riiow  coTcrcd  the  deck,  and 
the  shrouds  were  snapping.  That 
he  again  pushed  htm  down,  and 
trod  upon  him  with  both  his  feet. 

Tho  seamen  said  that  the  boy 
proToked  this  punishment  by  com- 
ing  upon  dock  with  only  one  stock- 
ing on.  The  suficrer  did  not  ipake 
complaint  of  the  effects  of  his  nsage 
until  clcTcn  o'clock  at  night;  and 
the  next  day  he  fell  into  the  hold, 
and  was  missing  fiYe  hours.  He 
was  found  dead  upon  the  ballast. 

In  his  defence  Captain  Fergu- 
son proTcd  the  distress  his  ship  was 
In  from  the  weather,  and  the  re- 
fractory spirit  of  the  crew,  several 
of  whom  he  was  obliged  to  forco  to 
their  duty. 

On  the  passage  of  the  Betsey 
bcNnc  to  Efigland,  Major  Watson 
and  Captain  Lilly^  who  were  pas. 
scngcrs,  proved  that  she  was 
w rocked  on  tho  coast  of  Sussex  ; 
and  that  it  was  owing  (o  the  resolu- 
tion and  good  conduct  of  Captain 


Ferguson  that  they,  together  with 
the  crew,  were  saved.  It  also  ap- 
peared that  many  vessels  at  sea  with 
the  Betsey,  on  the  coast  of  Ame- 
rica, had  several  of  iheir  crews 
frostbitten,  whick  turning  to  |^n- 
grene,  they  died.  The  inference 
attempted  to  be  made  was  that  the 
frost  had  killed  the  cabin-boy. 

Several  respectable  merchants 
gave  the  prisoner  a  good  character 
for  integrity  and  hmnanily;  but 
the  jury  found  him  gailty,  and  sen- 
tence of  death  was  passed  upon  him- 
accordingly. 

Considerable  interest  was  made 
to  obtain  the  royal  mercy,  and  (a 
circumstance  seldom  granted  to 
murderers,  and  then  only  when 
some  doubts  arise  in  the  minds  of 
the  privy  council  on  the  case)  he 
received  a  respite. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1771, 
eighteen  days  after  conviction,  the 
warrant  arrived  for  his  execution ; 
and  the  next  day,  attended  by  the 
marshal  of  tho  Mmiraify,  carrying 
a  silver  oar,  he  was  carried  from 
Newgate  to  Execution  Dock,  and 
there  hanged. 

His  body  was- hung 'in  chains 
upon  the  marshes  of  the  river 
Thames. 

Thus  perished  Captain  David 
Ferguson,  a  victim  to  his  ungo- 
vernable passion,  in  tho  twenty, 
sixth  year  of  his  age.  ^ 


LUKE  CANNON  AND  JOHN  SIDAY, 

EXECUTED  FOtt  HUROLAttT. 


At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
ijailcy  in  the  month  of  February, 
1771,  Luke  Cannon  and  John  Si- 
day  were  indicted  for  breaking  and 
entering  the  dweliing.housc  of  the 
Honorablo  lixi  ward  Stratford,  about 
two  o^cIock  in  thennorning  of  the 
l^th  of  January  preceding,  and 
stealing  bilvcr  pJatc,  gold  rings, 
diauionds,  and   a  variety  of  other 


valuable  articlrs,  to  the  amount  t»f 
two  thousand  pounds. 

It  would  be  equally  useless  and 
tedious  to  recount  the  partici^ars 
of  tho  indictment ;  for  the  tmogs 
stolen  were  so  very  numerous,  that 
the  bare  recital  of  them  would  fiH 
some  pages  of  this  work. 

Mary  Brain,  who  had  been  a 
servant  to   Mr.    Stratford    at   tlie 
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time  of  the  robbrrj,  deposed  that 
Cannon  had  iikewise  li?ed  with  her 
master,  but  had  been  discharged  on 
the  %d  of  Jannary  :  thatSlday  came 
for  some  clothes  which  Cannon  had 
left  behind  him  ;  but  that  the  sor- 
vants  wouldttiot  delifer  them,  as 
they  conceiTed  he  had  no  authority 
to  come  ttiither.  '  She  said  that 
there  was  an  area  before  the  win- 
dow of  the  fore  kitchen,  which  she 
found  to  be  fast  at  ten  o'clock,  and 
that  the  kitchen  wtodow-shutter 
was  secure  at  eight  o'clock ;  and 
likewise  that  the  robbers  must  haTO 
entered  at  the  fore  kitchen. 

Aleiander  *  Cornelius  deposed 
that  be  was  a  serf  ant  of  Mr.  Stmt- 
fovd ;  and  that  when  he  arose  on 
the  morning  of  the  12th  of  January 
he  found  a  press  burst  open  which 
he  had  safely  locked  on  the  preced* 
ing  night,  and  that  the  plate  was 
gone ;  that  he  foimd  the  plate  chest 
in  the  housekeepir's  room  also  burst 
open ;  that  the  sash  in  the  window 
of  the  area  had  been  burst,  and 
the  cords  were  hanging  to  it ;  and 
that  he  obscrred  many  specks  of 
wax  about  the  hall,  and  seme  dirt 
which  was  not  there  on  the  preced- 
ing night.  lie  said  he  had  not 
been  above  ten  or  eleven  days  in 
Mr.  Stratford's  service,  and  was  ig. 
norant  of  what  was  lost  out  of  the 
housekeeper's  rqfm. 

Elizabeth  Chamberlaync,  the 
house-keeper,  confirmed  as  much 
of  Cornelius's  evidenee  as  came 
within  her  knowledge,  and  said 
that  nothing  was  stolen  from  her 
room  except  the  plate.  She  de- 
posed that  Cannon  entered  into 
Mr.  Stratford's  service  at  Bath  ; 
but  she  had  never  seen  Siday  tiu 
after  he  was  taken  into  custody. 

Mr.  Stratford,  gare  the  particu- 
lars of  his  having  been  robbed,  as 
far  as  he  could  be  acquainted  with 
them :  he  said  that  he  had  taken 
Cannon  into  his  s^nice  at  Bath, 


but  discharged  him  on  the  U  of 
January,  on  finding  him  mueh 
flushed  with  liquor,  as  he  made  it  a 
rule  ncver4o  keep  a  servant  who 
was  attached  to  the  vice  of  drunk- 
enness. 

Moses  Levi,  a  dealer  in  old 
clothes,  deposed  that  Siday  called 
him  into  his  lodgings  in  Seacoal 
Lane,  on  the  2 1st  of  January,  when 
Cannon  was  present,  and  that  ho 
bought  of  Siday  some  Taluable 
clothes^  and  six  hundred  and  fifty 
ounces  of  plate,  paying  for  it  up. 
wards  of  one  hsindred  and  seventy 
pounds  in  cash  and  a  note;  and 
that  he  paid  a  part  of  the  sum  to 
Siday,  and  a  part  to  Cannon ;  and 
farther,  that  he  sold  the  plate  to 
Jacob  Jacobs,  the  son  of  Lazarus 
Jacobs.  The  testimony  of  the  wit- 
ness was  positive  that  both  the  pri- 
soners were  present  at  the  time  he 
made  the  purchase.  » 

There  were  a  variety  of  corro- 
borative circumstances,  tending  to 
prove  the  stealing  and  selling  of  the 
plate  and  other  effects ;  bat  the  af- 
fair was  so  clear  to  the  jury  that 
they  did  noil  hesitate  to  find  the 
prisoners  guilty ;  in  conseqnoitce  of 
which  they  received  sentence  of 
death. 

At  thesame  time  Lasams  Jacobs^ 
Jacob  Jacobs,  and  Michael  Glan- 
non,  were  tried  for  receiving  the 
stolen  effects;  when  Lazami  was 
acquitted,  bu!  Jacob  Jacobs  and 
Glannon  were  convicted,  and  sen. 
tenced  to  be  transported  for  four* 
teen  years,  though  they  made  very 
artful  defences,  and  Glannon  j[)ar- 
ticularly  brought  many  people  to 
testify  to  his  character — but  cha- 
racter will  have  little  weight  against 
posAire  evidence. 

After  conviction  the  behaviour  of 
Cannon  and  Siday  was  by  no  means 
adapted  to  their  unhappy  situation* 
They  were  attended,  as  usual  in 
such  cases,   by   the    Ordinary  of 


440       KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE.  CALENDAR: 


Newgate^  but  paid  little  regard  to 
hii  pious  exhortations. 

On  the^  morning  of  eiecution 
Siday  behaved  in  the  most  hardened 
manner ;  and,  of  three  others  that 
were  condemned  to  suflTer,  one, of 
thCm  struck  the  eiccutioner  when 
be  was  put  Into  the  cart* 

Immense  crowds  of  spectators 
Attended  these  unhappy  young  men 
to  the  i^ace  of  their  fatal  eiit ;  for 
their  crimes  had  been  much  the  sub- 
ject of  public  conyersatioo.  Siday, 
in  particular,  had  been  concerned 
with  Qeorge  Birch  in  breaking 
open  the  house  of  Mr.  Greenfield, 
llnen«draper,  in  Fleet  Street,  and 
robbing  it  of  goods  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  thirteen  hundred  pounds* 

When  they  arriYed  at  the  place 
of  eiecution,  Cannon  said  that  he 
bad  been  a  single  man,  a  married 
mah,  an  honest  man,  and  a  rogue, 
within  a  twalremonth ;  and  in 
which  time  he  should  suffer. 

Luke  Cannon  and  John  Siday 
were  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the 
37th  of  February,  1771. 

Of  Cannon  we  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  any  fanther  particu. 
lars  than  what  may  be  gathered 
from  the  coarse  of  the  evidence 
above  recited.  With  regard  to  Si« 
^ay,weare  told  that  he  was  born  of 
respectable  parents,  well  educated, 
and  apprenticed  to  the  very  genteel 
profession  of  a  printer.  What  use 
he  made  of  these  ad/bntagcs  is  but 
loo  plainly  seen  in  the  preceding 
narrative. 

An  early  attachment  to  bad  com- 


pany,  and  an  introduction  to  tb# 
paths  of  floe,  led  with  rmpid  and 
certain  success  to  his  ruin,  Snch 
ruin  may  be  expected,  and  ongbt  to 
be  dreaded,  by  eftt^  youth,  who 
dare  not  have  the  resolution  of 
treading  in  the  paths  €f  Tirtue. 

Yet,  when  we  consideriiow  nneh 
more  easy  it  Is  to  t>e  Itonest  than 
otherwise,  how  safe  and  how  plain 
is  the  path  of  duty,  one  would  won* 
der  that  any  person  conid  lie  biiad 
enough  to  deviate  into  the  ways  of 
error. 

From  a  serioni  consideration  of 
the  case  before  us,  youtli  should  lie 
taught  that  a  steady  and  unremit- 
ting perseverance  in  tlie  line  of 
duty,  whatever  little  inconveniencct 
may  seem  to  attend  them  at  the 
time,  will  Infallibly  tend  to  pro* 
mote  their  welfare,  temporal  and 
eternal. 

What  person  in  his  senses  would 
condescend  to  be#  rogue,  when  it 
is  so  much  his  interest  to  lie  honest  ? 
To  say  nothing  of  higher  considera- 
tions,  the  mere  credit  of  living  in 
reputation,  and  being  spoken  wdl 
of  by  all  our  neighbours,  should 
be  sufficient  to  put  vice  out  of 
fashion. 

In  the  case  before  us  one  ezcel« 
lent  lesson  is  taught  to  servants : 
Mr.  Stratford  discharged  Cannon 
because  he  fonn^him  in  liquor.*-* 
The  reason  was  a  good  one.  The 
man  who  will  disguise  himself,  so 
as  not  to  have  the  command  of  his 
own  intellects,  can  never  be  the 
faithful  servant  of  any  master. 


LEVI  WEIL,  ASUER  WEIL,  JACOB  LAZARUS,  AND 

SOLOMON  PORTER, 

EXECUTED  Foa  THE  BSUUDEn  Of  JOHN  SLOW. 

This  daring  violation  of  the  law,  Road,  Chelsea,  who  was  a  farmer's 

which  long  roused  the  public  indjg*  widow,  left  by  her  husband  in  good 

nation  against  the  whole  Jewish  circumstances,  and  with  three  chilt 

people,  happened  in  the  house  of  dron,  two  boys  and  a  girl. 
Mrs.  Hutchings,    in    the    King's        On   Saturday  evening^  just  as 
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the  Jewish  sabbath  ended,  a  nu- 
merous and  daring  gang  of  the  dis« 
ciples  of  the  house  of  Israel  as- 
sembled  in  Chelsea  Fields,  and 
there  lurked  about  till  ten  o'clock^ 
the  hour  of  country^  people  retiring 
to  rest.  The  widow,  for  this  pur- 
pose, hafing  put  the  children  to 
bed,  went  into  her  kitchen,  where 
her  two  female  servants  were  finish- 
ing the  Saturday  night's  eitra 
work. 

She  had  scarcely  sat  down,  and 
told  them  to  haste  to  .their  rest, 
when  an  unexpected  knock  was 
heard  at  the  door.  ^  Go,'  said 
she  to  one  of  them  ;  hnt  the  gitl 
hesitated :  the  other  was  aj^o  un- 
willing to  see  who  came  to  th^m  at 
80  unseasonable  an  hour* 

'  Foolish  girls,'  said  the  mbtress, 
<  we  will  all  go ;  and,  taking  them 
bj  each  hand,  ihcy  proceeded  and 
opened  the  entrance.  A  fierce  and 
bearded  banditti  rushed  in,  seized 
the  terrified  females,  and  threatened 
them  with  death  on  their  resistance. 

This  gang  afterwards  pro  red  (o 
have  been  the  follow  ing  Jews  :-^ 

Levi  Weil,  a  Jewish  physician, 
hanged  ;  Ashcr  Weil,  his  brother^ 
ditto ;  Jacob  I^Azarus,  ditto ;  So- 
lomon Porter,  ditto ;  Lazarus 
Harry,  acquitted  for  want  of  ctI- 
dence ;  Idarcus  Uartagh,  ditto ; 
Daniel  Isaacs,  admitted  cfidence 
for  the  crown ;  Abraham  LincYill, 
absconded. 

LcTi  Weil  had  been  educated  in 


a  rank  abore  his  accomplices.  He 
had  studied  phynic  in  the  university 
of  Ley  dan,  where  he  was  admitted 
to  the  degree  of  doctor  in  that  fa- 
culty ;  and,  then  coming  to  Eng- 
land, he  practised  physic  in  Lon- 
don, with  no  inconsiderable  degree 
of  success,  and  wA  always  known 
by  the  name  of  Doctor  Weil ;  but 
so  destitute  was  he  of  all  principle, 
and  such  was  the  dcpra?ity  of  his 
heart,  that  he  determined  to  engage 
in  the  dangerous  practice  of  rob- 
bery ;  and,  ha?ing  formed  this  fatal 
resolution,  he  wrote  to  Amsterdam^ 
to  some  poor  Jews,  to  come  to  Eng- 
land, and  assist  him  in  his  intend^ 
depredations  on  the  public ;  and  at 
the  same  time  informed  ithem  that 
in  England  large  sums  were  to  be 
acquired  by  the  practice  of  theft. 

The  inconsiderate  men  no  sooner 
rcceifed  Dr.  WciPs  letter  than 
they  procured  a  passport  from  the 
English  consul,  and,  embarking  in 
the  Harwich  packet-boat,  arri?ed 
in  England. 

They  lost  no  time  in  repairing  to 
London,  and,  immediately  attend- 
ing Dr.  Weil,  he  informed  them 
that  his  plan  was,  that  thev  should 
go  out  in  the  day  time,  an  Aninute* 
ly  surrey  such  houses  near  London 
as  might  probably  afford  a  good 
booty  in  the  night.  This  they  did 
while  pretending  to  purchase  old 
clothes.* 

Mrs.  Hutphings  was  a  female  of 
some  strength  of  body  t  she  resisted 


*  Thoie  unacquainted  with  the  ways  andcostoini  of  the  metropolis  willlie  surprised 
when  we  soy  that,  on  a  moderate  calcuUtion,  it  contains  twenty  thousand  Jews.  They 
are  generally  a  set  of  cheats,  and  the  lower  order  are  to  be  found  lurking  in  every  street, 
lane,  and  alley,  pretending  to  buy  old  clothes,  old  metal,  glass,  hare  and  rabbit  skins, 
old  hats  and  shoes ;  but  their  retil  object  is  to  coirupt  senranta  to  pilfer  from  their  mas- 
ters. These  itinenutt  Jews  are  CTcr  ready  to  purchase  any  thing  offered  for  sale ;  end 
when  the  article  has  been  stolen^  of  which  they  are  admirable  judges,  they  seldom  give 
the  thief  raore  than  one-third  of  iu  valoe.  Iiiey  also  carry  about  base  money,  which 
the^  pay  for  stolen  goods,  and  circulate  it  by  every  possible  deception.  Denying  the 
divinity  of  Christ,  they  seldom  scruple  at  committiug  perjury ;  and  hence  the  expression  of 
'  Cheap  as  Jew  bail.'  They  will  swear  as  directed,  and  consequently  their  evidence  meets 
little  credit,  even  when  they  speak  the  tratb.  On  a  justification  of  bail  before  Lord 
Mansfield  a  Jew  appeared,  dressed,  as  was  then  tb»  fashion  foi^  gentleneo,  in  laced 
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the  outran,  and,  finding  (he  vfitains    women  imd  child rm,  tliey  iorara- 
using  one  of  the  girls  with  imino-    dtately  detennioed  to  murder, 
dest  bratditj,  attempted  -  io  nssist        The  doctor,  for  so  be  was  deno. 
her ;  but  the  wicked  doctor  seized     mioated,  was  the  most  sangnioary 
the  mistress,  and  forced  her  to  sit    Yillain  of  his   gang ;  he  aimed  a 

lilow  at  the  breast  of  Stone,  in- 
tended for  his  death,  bnt  which 
only  stunned  Irim.     Slow  started 


down  upon  a  chair.  He  then 
pulled  up  part^f  her  petUcoats, 
and  held  them  orer  her  head,  with 
a?iew  of  prerenting  her  identifying 
the  gang,  threatening  to  murder 
her  in  case  of  further  resistance* 
Terrified  into  submission,  she  re- 
mained some  tin^e  almost  stifled, 
while  his  associates  socurdd  the 
other  women. 

Then  ii?e  of  them,  headed  by 
flie  doctor,  went  up  stairs,  the 
others  remaining  to  guard  their 
prisoners,  and  to  prerent  the  sur- 
prise of  an  alarm. 

Thej  first  entered  the  romn 
where  John  and  Thomas,  the 
young  sons  of  Mrs.  Hutchings, 
were  In  bed.  .  They,  threw  off  the 
bed.cIothes,  and,  happily,  the-boys 
still  slept.  In  this  way  they  pro- 
ceeded in  the  daughter's  bed.room, 
when  kind  Providence  kept  her 
also  unconscious  of  the  fate  hang- 
ing over  her ;  for  there  is  litUo 
doubt,  so  hardened  and  determined 
were  thl  robbers,  they  would  not 
hare  hesitated  at  silencing  in  death 
the  natural  screams  of  alarm  of 
children,  on  being  awakened  by 
such  a  set  of  horrid«>looking  men. 

From  the  children  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  attic  story,  where 
slept  John  Slow  and  William  Stone« 


up,  and  the  Tlllains  cried  ^  Shoot 
him!  shoot  himt'  A  pistol  was 
instantly  fired  at  hhn,  and  he  f«M, 
eiclaiming  ^  Lord  hare  asercjr  on 
me !  I  am  murdered  !* 

They  dragged  the  woanded  man 
ottt  of  the  room  to  the  head  of  the 
stairs ;  and  ^ivring  the  time  Stone, 
recorerlng  tils  senses,  jiimped  out 
of  bed,4ind  escaped  to  the  roof  of 
the  boose,  through  the  window. 
Ho  was  fired  at,  though  happifj^ 
the  shot  did  not  take  effect,  -and 
was  some  time  sought  after  bj  Iflio 
rillains,  calling  and  threatenloghim 
with  the  fate  of  his  tompanloa, 
while  he  crouched  behind  a  chim- 
ney, not  daring  to  give  the  alarm. 

Now  they  descended,  and  the 
children  yet  slept.  Thej  returned 
to  the  women,  and  plundered  the 
house  of  plate,  and  eitry  thing 
ralnable.  Finding  no  specie,  tbef 
once  more  ferodoosly  came  to  Mrs. 
Hutchings,  and  demanded  monej, 
saying  Uiey  knew  It  was  In  the 
house.  She  gave  them  her  watch, 
and,  denying  cash,  one  of  them 
struck  her  in  the  mouth  with  a 
force  that  loosened  her  teeth  ;  upon 
which,  now  expecting  to  be  mur- 
two  husbandmen  in  the  service  of  dered,  she  was  unloosed,  upon  pro- 
Mrs.   Hutchings,  and  who    were    n^jpc  of  showing  them  where  ber 


also  asleep 

These    unfortunate,  men,  more 
dangerous  far  to  the  villains  than 


money  was  concealed. 

She  went  up  stairs,  and  gave 
them  a  purse,  containing  sixty •fcrar 

•  • 

clodies,  hired  for  the  purpose.  He  wat  opposed  by  the  covisel  for  the  plaintiff;  who  6t» 
dared  he  heJd  an  affidavit  in  hit  hand,  stating  that  he  was  no  housekeeper,  and  Making 
other  objections  to  his  being  received.  Lord  Mans&eld  very  shrewdly  observed,  that  he 
could  tee  no  objection,  for  '  the  man  would  baru  for  the  money.'  1  nis  excellent  judge 
discountenanced  petty  actions*  which  generally  rain  both  plaintiff  and  defendant :  and 
Jicnce  lie  admitted  any  kind  of  bsiU  l)ut,  it  seems,  the  man  in  lace  was  onobjeotiwnoblo. 
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guineas*  Witb  (hfe,  and  the  otlusr 
plunder,  which  they  depouled  in 
bags  brought  for  the  purpoi^,  the 
villains  quitted  the  house. 

Mrs.  llutchings,  finding  they  did 
not  return,  went  to  see  how  her 
scryanti  !iad  been  used  in  this  hor- 
rid  violation  of  law  ^d  humanity. 
She  found  two  of  the  maid-servants 
bound  together;  and  no  sooner 
had  she  gl^en  Uiem  their  liberty 
than  the  wounded  aian  approached 
her,  and  said,  ^How  are  yon, 
madam  ?  for  I  am  dying.'  ^These 
words  were  scarcely  pronounced 
when  he  dropped  on  the  floor ;  and, 
having  langjulshed  nnder  the  most 
excruciating  pain  till  the  afternoon 
of  the  following  day,  he  then  ez- 
pired,  leaving  behind  him  a  wfte 
and  two  children  to  lament  his  loss. 

The  vt(lains,hanng  effected  a  per* 
feet  escape,  renaioed  undlscorered 
for  a  considerable  time,  till  Daniel 
Isaacs,  one  of  the  gang,  became  the 
means,  In  the  hand  of  Providence, 
uf  discovering  his  accomplices.—  * 
Isaacs  was  one  of  those  unhappy 
men  who  had  been  induced  to  come 
from  Holland  in  consequence  of 
Dr.  Weil's  letter ;  and,  being  now 
reduced  to  drcnmstances  of  distress, 
he  applied  for  assistance  to  the  el* 
dors  of  the  Jewish  synagogue. 

The  treasurer,  Mr.  Myers,  re* 
fused  Isaacs  any  immediate  assisC- 
anco,  urging  as  a  reason  that  he 
had  acted  improperly  in  leaving  his 
native  country,  Uolland,  vHieie  1m 
might  have  probably  obtained  an 
honest  Jtvelihood,  and  c<Hning  to 
England,  where  ho  cottld  not  have 
an  equal  chance  of  living  in  credit 
The  robbery  and  murder  at  Mrs. 
Hutchings's  was  no  sooner  known 
than  a  reward  was  offered  from  the 
Secretary  of  State's  Office  for  the 
apprehension  of  the  offenders  ;  and 
this  offer  was  seconded  by  that  of 
a  much  morq  eonsidcrable  reward 
from  the  city  of  London  t  on  which 


Isaacs,  greatly  reduced  by  poverty, 
and  tempted  by  the  prospect  of  the 
reward,  went  to  Mr.  Myers,  whom^ 
he  made  acquainted  with  the  whole « 
of  the  shocking  transaction. 

Mr.  Myers  took  Isaacs  to  Sir 
John  Fieldiog^s  office,  where  he 
was  strictly  examined,  and  ad* 
mitted  an  evidence  against  his  ac- 
complices, six  of  whom  were  soon 
apprehended  ;  but  the  other  made 
his  escape,  and  it  was  supposed  ho 
went  abroad,  as  he  has  not  since 
been  heard  of. 

On  their  examination  at  the  pub« 
lie  office  in  Bow  Street  the  villains, 
In  order  to  disguise  their  Jewish 
appearance,  had  shaved  thcmttelves, 
and  altered  their  dress  :  yet  Mrs. 
Hutchings  singled  them  out,  and 
swore  to  their  persons. 

At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  In  the  month  of  December, 
1771,  Levi  Well,  Asher  WcU,  Mar- 
cus Ilartagh,  Jacob  Lazarus,  So- 
lomon Porter,  Lazarus  Harry,  and 
Abraham  LInevill  (the  party  who 
had  absconded),  were  indicted  for 
the  felonjr  and  murder  above  men* 
tioned,wnen  the  two  of  the  name  of 
Weil,  with  Jacoir  Lazarus  and  So* 
lomon  Porter,  were  capitally  con* 
victed;  and  Marcus  Hartagh  and 
Lazarus  Harry  Were  acquitted. 

These  men,  m  Is  castomary  In  all 
cases  of  nftorder,  when  it  can  be 
made  conTeoient  to  the  Court, 
were  tried  on  a  Friday,  and  on  the 
following  day  they  were  anathe* 
matlzed  in  the  synagogue. 

As  thdr  execution  was  to  take 
place  on  the  Monday  following, 
one  of  the  rabbis  went  to^them  in 
the  Press-yard  of  Newgate,  |nd 
delivered  to  each  of  them  a  Hebrew 
book  ;  but  declined  attending  them 
to  the  place  of  death,  nor  even 
prayed  with  them  at  the  time  of  his' 
visit. 

They  were  attended  to  Tyburn, 
the  pidce  of  execution,  by  imnsmse 
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crowds  of  peoplet who  were  aniiovt 
to  witneM  the  exit  of  wretches 
whose  crimes  had  been  so  much  the 
object  of  poblic  notice.  « 

Having  prayed  together,  and 
snog  a  hymn  in  the  Hebrew  Ian. 
gnage,  thej  were  laonched  into 
eternity,  D^eccmberO,  1771. 

After  the  bodies  bad  bong  the 
cttstomary  time  they  werecon?eyed 
to  Surgeons'  Hall  to  be  dissected. 

The  writer  of  this  melancholy 
detail  of  Yillainy  was  prompted  by 
cnriosity,  some  few  years  after  the 


commission  of  the  crime,  to  pro- 
cure admission  into  Surgeons*  Hall, 
where  die  saw  the  skeletons  of  the 
Weils,  hung  vp  near  to  that  of 
Mrs.  Brownrigg;  and  orer  the 
jaws  of  each  was  cemented  a  black 
bushy  beard. 

Though  this  shocking  affair  was 
a  terrible  blow  to  the  more  respect* 
able  part  of  the  Jews,  it  is  but  jus. 
tice  to  them  to  say,  ^hat  they 
showed  et ery  mark  of  abhorrence 
to  the  wicked,  deeds  of  their  dege. 
nerate  brethren. 


ECgVARD  BIRCH  AND  MATTHEW  MARTIN, 

EXECUTED  FOK  FORGEET. 

The  first-mentioned  of  tliese  ma.    offer   of  partnership   with    Birch, 

wlio  was  able  to  lay  down  the  sum 


Icfactors,  Birch,  was  the  son  of 
Tery  respectable  parents,  and  born 
at  Hereford  ;  and,  after  hafing  re- 
ceifed  a  ?cry  liberal  education,  he 
served  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  militia 
during  the  war.        ' 

Being  concerned  in  a  matter  r&. 
specting  a  family  estate,  the  right 
of  which  was  litigating  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  he  came  to  I^ndon  in 
the  year  1766;  and  as  his  business 
obliged  him  to  stay  in  town  for  a 
considerable^  time,  and  being  of  a 
scheming  turn  of  mind,  and  pos. 
scssed  x»f  ready  money,  he  deter- 
mined to  employ  it  i|i  some  manner 
that  he  thought  would' prore  ad- 
vantageous. 

While  he  was  deliberating  on 
the  best  method  of  disposing  of  his 
cash,  he  became  acquainted  with 
a  person  named  Cobb,  a  mechanic 
of  singular  ingenuity,  who  had 
contrived  a  machine  for  the  catch- 
ing offish  in  much  greater  numbers 
thai  by  the  usual  methods. 

Mr.  Cobb  was  not  in  circum* 
stances  to  carry  his  plan  into  eie« 
cniion,  yet  was  exceedingly  anxious 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  ingenuity. 
It  Is  not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered 

%^t    he    readily  embraced'  an 


that  might  be  wanted  for  the  conu 
pletion  of  the  sdieme.  This  being 
the  situation  of  both  parties,  the 
partnership  of  course  ensued,  the 
terms  of  which  were  very  advanta- 
geous to  Birch. 

Mr.  Cobb  having  procured  a 
patent  to  secure  to  him  the  sole 
emoluments  to  arise  '  from  his 
scheme.  Birch  advanced  the  money 
to  pay  for  it,  and  a  farther  sum  to 
fit  out  a  vessel,  which  was  sent  to 
sea  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  Cobb.  This  step  was  intended 
merely  to  ascertain  the  success 
that  was  likely  to  attend  the  scheme; 
but,  as  the  first  trial  exceeded  the 
roost  sanauine  expectations  of  either 
party,  Birch  furmed  the  ungenerous 
design  of  becoming  sole  proprietor 
of  the  patent. 

With  this  view  he  found  a  pre. 
tence  to  quarrel  with  Cobb.  The 
scheme  did  not  take  complete  cf- 
feet ;  but  the  partners|iip  was  dis- 
solved  gn  the  following  terms,  vix. 
'  That  Birch  shonid  be  allowed  the 
use  .of  Cobb*s  machine  to  fish  with 
till  such  time  as  the  money  owing 
to  him  was  paid  ;  while  Cobb  was  to 
carry  on  the. fishery  in  what  manner 


*. 
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he  thought  proper.'  Thb  agree, 
ment  took  place  in  the  year  1768  ; 
and  Cobb,  being  now  rednced  to 
Tery  low  circumstances,  embarked 
for  Denmark,  where  he  continued 
manj  months. 

Birch,  in  the  mean  time,  flattered 
himself  with  the  hope  of  obtaining 
a  f erj  considerable  fortune  by  the 
new  project ;  and  at  this  period  he 
married  ar  girl,  with  whom  he  re- 
ceifed  a  fortune  of  fife  hundred 
pounds.  During  Mr.  Cobb's  ab- 
sence from  England  Birch  went  to 
South  Wales,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  business  of  the  fishery,  which, 
for  some  months,  t^as  attended  with 
ag  great  success  as  could  have  been 
expected. 

In  order  to  dispose  to  advantage 
of  the  fish  thus  taken,  au  agent  was 
employed  to  sell  them  in  London  ; 
and  they  were  regularly  sent  up  in 
machines  constructed  for  bringing 
them  with  expedition,  and  with, 
out  injury. 

It  happened  that  a  quarrel  arose 
between  Birch  and  the  person  who 
was  his  agent,  respecting  the  punc- 
tuality of  payments ;  on  which  the 
latter  was  arrested  by  Birch ;  but 
he  instantly  gave  bail  te  the  action, 
and  then  prevailed  on  a  rope*maker 
.to  arrest  Mr.  Birch. 

These  matters  were  litigated  with 
the  utmost  warmth  and  imprudence 
OD  both  sides  ;  till  at  length  Birch 
found  himself  so  embarrassed  by 
the  expenses  of  law^  that  he  was 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  a  prison. 

The  business  of  his  fishery  was 
now  wholly  neglected,  and  at  length 
he  determined  Co  take  the  benefit  of 
an  insolvent  act ;  and  it  is  said  that 
he  was  perjured  in  this  matter, 
swearing  that  ho  was  in  Ireland  at 
the  time  prescribed  by  law,  though 


bo  had  not  been  out  of  this  king- 
dom ;  but  this  we  do  not  aver  as  a 
fact,  unwilling  to  load  the  unfortu- 
nate, and  the  deceased,  with  the 
imputation  of  crimes  which  possibly 
they  may  never  have  committed : 
and  wo  are  the  more  diffident  of 
admitting  the  alleged  crime  in  this 
particular  case,  because  it  is  proba- 
ble that,  if  Birch  had  been  perjured, 
he  would  have  been  prosecuted  with 
the  utmost  d^cverity  of  the  law. 

Be  thb  as  it  may,  he  was  now  in 
circumstances  of  great  distress,— 
having  no  other  supprot  for  himself 
and  his  wife  than  what  arose  from 
the  casual  bounty  of  his  friends. 

We  are  told  that,  for  a  year  after 
he  was  cleared  by  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  he  was 
perpetually  devising  schemes  to 
raise  money,  some  of  which  were 
not  the  most  laudable:  and  that 
at  length  he  engaged .  in  a  forgery, 
not  less  extraordinary  in  the  design 
than  fatal  in  its  consequences. 

It  happened  that  Sir  Ai}drew 
Chad  wick,  who  was  one  of  the  band 
of  gentlemen  pensioners,  was  in  pos- 
session of  estates  to  a  very  consi- 
derable amount.  Sir  Andrew, 
having  atta^ed  a  very  great  age, 
had  repeatedly  drawn  his  will,  at 
distant  periods,  but  had  not  signed 
his  name  to  any  will  that  he  had 
made,  though  there  were  many 
copies  of  what  he  intended  to  have 
done  for  his  relations  and  immediate 
heirs  at  law. 

Birch  becoming  acquainted  with  a 
woman  who  had  found  one  of  the 
wills  in  an  old  trunk  that  had  been 
.the  pfo|Arty  of  Sir  Andvew,  the 
former  seemed  to  think,  on  the  pe^ 
rusal  of  it,  that  some  emolument 
might  arise  from  the  possession  of 
this  paper. 


*  Surely  no  man  in  his  senses  would  deliberately  embark  in  law.  How  nmny  tn* 
incet  do  we  tee  of  the  Uwjers  swallowing  up  the  whole  property !  It  if  better  for  a 
an  to  tabmit  to  an  injury  than  to  be  stripped  of  all  he  has  in  the  world*  as.  is  but  too 


stances 

man 

fre<|oentlj  the  case 


•  V 
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In  a  Bhort  time  afterwards  Sk 
Andrew  died ;  and,  no  will  regn* 
larly  executed  being  found,  a  gen- 
tleman of  Lancashire,  who  had  mar- 
ried a  niece  of  the  deceased,  took 
possession  of  hb  fortune,  in  defect 
-of  claim  being  made bj  any  nearer 
Toktson* 

In  the  mean  time  Birch  made  di- 
ligent inquiry  after  tiie  relations  of 
Sir  Andrew,mid  at  length  found  that 
one  of  them,  who  Ht^  in  Irdand, 
had  a  better  title  to  the  estate  than 
the  person  who  was  then  in  posses- 
•ion  of  it.  Witii  a  ? lew  to  make  a  pri. 
▼ate  adrantage,  Birch  made  known 
his  discofcry  to  Matthew  Martin, 
the  other  subject  of  this  melancholy 
narratife*  Martin  was  a  watch- 
maker by  profession,  and  in  easy 
circumstances.  He  advanced  a  sum 
of  money  to  enable  Birch  to  go  to 
Irolaad^  and  find  out  the  right  heir 
to  the  estate. 

Birch  set  out  on  this  expedition ; 
and,  having  foand  more  than  one 
claimant,  he  returned  to  London, 
and  made  a  Mw  will  in  the  name  of 
the  deceased,  oouTeying  the  fortune 
to  the  Irish  relations.  This  being 
done.  Birch  and  Martin  submitted 
tlie  forged  will  to  the  inspection  of 
an  attorney  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to 
commence  an  action  for  recovery 
against  the  gentleman  who  was  in 
poesession  of  the  estate. 

tt  appdtfed  that  the  presumptive 
will  had  been  dated  in  the  jear 
1764 ;  but  some  drafts  of  wills  made 
aince  that  time  by  Sir  Andrew 
Ghadwick  being  found  among  the 
papers  of  the  deceased,  a-suspldon 
arose  that  a  forgery  had  Men  com* 
mltted  in  the  business;  on  whieh 
Birch  and  Martin  were  taken  Into 
custody,  and  carried  to  Sir  John 
Fielding's  office,  where  Birch's  be- 
haviour was  plausible  in  a  jery  high 
degree;  and  he  gave  such  an  ac 
count  of  his  becoming  possessed  of 
the  will  as  would  hare  satisfied  per- 


sons not  aware  of  the  knsvcry  of 
mankiod*  Several  persoas  attended 
•t  the  office,  ready  to  bail  Birdi 
anv  >  Martin  ;  ba  t  the  magiatrate  re. 
iused  to  accept  of  any  bail,  and . 
comnutted  the  prboacra  to  Newu 
gate. 

In  the  interim  betwoeo  the  oam- 
mitment  aud  the  trial,  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  circamstancts 
happened  that  was  over  ivcorded  ia 
a  work  of  thb  nature.  A  paper- 
maker,  who  lived  at  Maidstone, 
being  in  town  on  his  private  bwh' 
ness,  Ictl  into  company  with  the  at- 
torney who  was  employed  to  carry 
on  ike  prosecnfloB ;  and,  the  con- 
versation happening  to  turn  oa  the 
circumstances  of  the  presiunod  for> 
gery,  he  begged  to  have  a  sight  of 
Uie  willy  whieh  at  this dme  being  ia 
the  hands  of  Sir  John  Fieidhig,  the 
attorney  took  him  to  the  oftce  of 
that  mi^istratey  where  the  wUl  was 
present^  to^  him ;  and  no  looaer 
had  he  taken  a  view  of  It  than  he 
declared  that,  in  the  yeav  1768,  he 
had  made  the  papor  on  which  that 
very  will  was  written* 

The  trial  of  the  prisooeiy  was 
brought  on  at  the  ensuing  sessioo  ef 
gaol  delivery  at  the  OM  Bailey. 
The  paper«*raaker  above  mentloml 
was  an  evidence,  and  the  most  nsiL 
terlal  one,  on  the  trial;  for  he 
proved  that  the  paper  had  a  mark 
upon  it,  which  he  himself  invented 
In  the  year  1768,  and  ho  posltlveiy 
swore  that  the  paper  was  of  Mb  own 
manufacture. 

Though  there  were  scTeral  eolla. 
tesal  proofs  of  the  fkct^  yet  they 
would  not  have  been  of  soffident 
weight  to  convict  -the  prisoners  bat 
for  thb  positlfe  evidence  of  tks 
paper -itoaker.  Birch  cross -eHa» 
minisd  the  witnesses  in  snch  m  ma»k 
ner  as  proved  that  he  was  a^  man  of 
subtlety  and  address ;  but,  notwith* 
standing  all  bis  artifices,  both  ^ 
prisoners  were  found  guilty,  aftm 
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a  trial   which    continued   thirteen 
hours. 

The  counsel  for  the  conrictt 
moTcd  an  arrest  of  jndgment  on  the 
lagt  dzj  of  the  sewiotisj  fauoded  on 
a  point  of  law  presumed  tb  hate 
arisen  In  their  fa? onr.  No  objec* 
tion  being  made  to  this  motion,  the 
sentence  was  postponed  till  the  final 
opinion  of  the  learned  jadges  had 
been  taken  on  the  ease. 

This  case  was  karnedlj  argued 
before  the  judges  (nine  of  whom 
were  present)  at  Sergeants'  Inn 
Hall,  ill  Michaelmas  term,  1771  ; 
when  the  rererend  bench  were  ana* 
nifflous  la  crpinioa  that  the  con? lets 
were  gnlltj  of  the  crime  alleged 
against  them;  In  consequence  of' 
which  they  were  condemned  todi^ 

After  sentence  of  death  was  passed 
on  them  they  behaved  with  a  de- 
cent and  defout  resignation  to  their 
iate ;  for,  not  entertaining  the  least 
bope  of  that  pardon  which  coold  not 
reasonably  be  expected,  they  made 
eiery^  preparati/cm  for  the  awful 
change  that  was  to  await  them. 

On  the  day  of  eiecation  they 
were  ferrent  in  their  derotiflks  at 
the  fatal  tree ;  and,  after  the  cus- 
tomary ceremonies  on  such  solemn 
occasions,  they  were  turned  off.— 
After  hanging  the  usual  time,  their 
bodies  were  deli?ered  to  theirfriendKi 
in  order  to  be  buried. 

These  unhappy  men  snlfered  at 
Tyburn  on    the   U  of  Jammry^ 

m«. 

The  intertcntion  of  Providence 
in  the  detection  of  gnilt  is  most 
strongly  exhibited  in  the  case  of 
these  malefactors*  Who  could  hkjt 
conceived  that  the  discovery  oJT  for* 
gefy  shonld  have  arisen  from  a  cir- 
cumstance so  apparently  trifling  as 
the  writing  a  presumpUve  will  on 
one  sheet  of  paper  ratiier  than  on 
another?  Yet  so  it  happened. 
Little  did  the  forgerer  think,  wbea 


he  purchased  the  sheet  of  paper, 
that  it  was  to  be  the  immediate  in- 
stnimenf  of  his  own  destruction ! 

We  have  bad'  nmny  opportuni- 
ties, In  the  course  of  this  work,  of 
remarking  on  the  horrid  natnreand 
dangerous  consequences  of  lorgiery  ; 
bnt  nothing  has  equalled  tlie  pmtl. 
cnlarity  of  the  cases  of  Birch  and 
MartIa,  and  perhaps  such  atr  in- 
stance may  not  occur  again  for  an 
age :  yet  surely  this  ought  to  afford 
a  lesson  of  the  higlfeest  caution, 
never  to  be  guilty  of  a  crime  which 
leads  to  such  certain  and  absoiote 
destruction. 

In  jihe  affair  of  the  malefactors  in 
question  their  counsel  starts  an 
objection,  which  left  their  case^to 
the  consideration  of  the  judges. 
Yerj  few  cases  have  we  known 
where  the  opinions  of  the  judjges 
difiered  from  those  of  the  juries  of 
this  country.  In  fact,  the  juried, 
according  to  the  construction  of  our 
laws,  and  in  the  eye  of  reason,  are 
the  true  judges  of  die  foct,  the  esk 
sential  declarers  of  the  guilt  or  in^ 
noeence  of  thcparty  ftccnsed. 

Notwithstanding  thb,  we  ouglit 
to  thnik  ourselves  happy  In  the 
tender  exertion  of  our  legklaUve 
power.  When  on§  jury  has  found 
a  man  guilty,  tlie  sliglitBsl  error, 
real  or  accidmital,  will  Mtitle  Ms 
ease  to  the  retrospection  of  tsecond 
«*^at  of  the  venerable  benpfa  of 
judges,  who  cannot  be  supposed  to 
be  biamd  by  any  Interest,  to  bein. 
fluented  by  any  considendiod-,  to 
give  ftkdf  opinions  In  fSvour  of 
either  party,  contrary  to  the  esta- 
blished rules  of  rights  and  the  known 
lavrs  of  the  land. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  have  a  claim 
to  triumph  ill  the  protection  afl 
forded  us  by  the  laws;  and  those 
who 'Wilfully  transgress  them  ought 
to  be  punished  In  the  most  exem- 
plary manner. 
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WILLIAM  EDWARDS  WHITE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDER. 


The  cruelty  aoil  depraTitj  of 
thu  villain  alone  desenre  notice 
In  our- Criminal  Catalogue*  He  first 
broke  bis  oath  to  God,  that  he 
would  faithfully  fcr?e  his  king,  as 
a  good  soldier;  then  deserted  the 
aerricc  of  his  country  ;  and,  thus  let 
loose  upon  the  public,  he  fell  to 
plundering  and  murdering  the  in* 
nocent  traf  eller. 

How  maoy  were  his  fictims,  or 
io  what  amount  he  had  plundered, 
does  not  appear ;  for  he  was  a  har- 
dened fillain,  denying  at  the  rerj 
gallows  the  murder  which*  we  shall 
.new  proceed  to  relate* 

On  the  16th  of  September,  pre- 
/ceding  his  ciecution,  the  body  of 
a  man  was  found  near  the  public 
house  called  the  Hampshire  Hog, 
fm  the  Hammersmith  road,  near 
London.  The  skull  was  fractured 
in  a  shocking  manner,  and  the 
pockets  of  the  deceased  were  found 
rifled  of  all  their  contents. 

Suspicion  soon  fell  upon  the  sol- 
dier who  bad  bcen^  seen  lurking 
abootthe  neighbourhood,  and  White 
was  therefore  apprehended,  and 
committed  to  Nlwgate. 

.  On  Friday,  the  23d  of  October, 
177$,  he  was  brought  to  his  trial 
at  the  Old  Bailey  ;  and,  without  a 
doubt  remaining  in  the  mind  of  the 
jury,  they  found  him  guilty. 

Being  conyicted  of  murder,  exe- 
cution must  follow  within  forty- 
eight  biRirs ;  and,  in  order  to  gif e 
the  unhappy  culprits  as  much  time 
as  possible  to  make  their  peace  with 
ihe  Almighty,  they  are  generally 
tried  on  a  Friday*  and,  Sunday  being 
by  the  law  deemed  dies  iton,  execu- 
tion cannot  take  place  until  the  day 
after ;  and  the  Monday  subsequent 
to  the  conviction  of  White  was  the 
anniTersary  of  the  accession  to  the 
throne  of  King  George  IIL 


A  writer  of  the  time  saya,  ^  It  is 
remarkable,  that,  since  tbe  25tb 
of  October,  1760  (the  accesaion), 
no  man  had  been  hanged  6n  that 
day,  in  London,  except  a  morderer, 
who  then  suffered  death  at  the  end 
t>f  Bow  Street,  CoTent  Garden. 

White  was  executed  at  Tybaro, 
October  the  96tb,  1775,  aod  died 
an  obdurate  and  unrepeoting  ain- 
ner,  acknowledging  the  robbery, 
but  denying  the  murder. 

Two  days  after  his  execatioii  tbe 
same  gallows  suspended  five  weD- 
looking  and  penitent  omsdi  wbeie 
fate  caused  very  different  senaalioas 
in  the  breasts  of  the  spectators. 

Thcte  men  were  Thomas  Alfcby 
and  £dward  Lundy  McDonald,  for 
a  burglary  in  tbe  hoiiae  of  Mr* 
Edmund  Bailey,  in  Oxford  Stitet, 
and  stealing  therefrpon  aqnaQtity  of 
plate  and  other  effects. 

William  Cox,  for  steaUpg  jNuik- 
notes  and  cash  to  tbe  amount  of 
four  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
the  property  of  Mr.  KcuHlrick^  ia 
Oxford  Street. 

£manuel  Peel,  for  breaking  iato 
the  house  of  WUliam  BakewcUy 
£sq.  in  Jermyn  Street,  aod  steaUpig 
thereout  a  quantity  qi  plata^  and 
other  valuable  articles ;  and 

John  Sterling,  for  forging  a  will, 
purporting  to  be  Ihe  last  testament 
of  Elizabeth  Shooter,  with  an  intent 
to  defraud  the  South  Sea  Company 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

Their  behaviour  was  very  de- 
vout, and  Sterling  was  remarkably 
penitent.  Jnst  before  Cox  was 
turned  off  he  whispered  something 
to  Mr.  Toll,  who  acted  as  Ordinary, 
and  who,  with  a  loud  and  distinct 
voice,  acquainted  the  S|)eotaton 
<that  William  Cox  begged  their 
prayers ;  that  he  acknowledged  be 
committed  tbe  crime  for  whicb  he 
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wsi  about  (u  luffcr,  and  hoped  that 
God  would  tcceiTe  his  soul.'  On 
this  Hie  tl^itii;  man  ciprrsscd  iniii:!i 
cunsolalioit,  and  th<;  |ieo|ilc  cried 

A  proof  that  these  iinfortunale 
men  were  rusjH-rleil  aud  pitied  on 
llieir  journey    In  eleriiitj'  appears 

uaual,  ofboili  [hi^eherilT!!,  wirh  Iheir 
under-sht'riir«,  Blle|idiiig 
back,  and  two  men  in  black  tarh 
I  tnil  hatbands,  and  wilh  black  stnvcR 


in-lhdr  liandi,  waJkini;  before  the 
carti  which  conrcytd  ihe 
to  llic  place  of  execution,  where 
they  were  allowed  an  hour  and  a 
half  in  their  dcvutions'-a  circum- 
stance nut  then  remembered. 

Muurning.heitrses  attended,  to 
take  away  Ihe  bodies  of  Coa  anil 
Sterling  ;  and  Ihe  others  wrro  deli- 
vcri'i'  to  their  frii'nds. 

The  concourao  of  people  on  this 
occasion,  and  the  awfulncKs  of  the 
scene,  were  unparalleled. 
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almost  beneath  bis  regard,  and  fre- 
queiitly  distributed  them  among  his 
followers,  and  other  serf  ants. 

tiolland  was  continually  -  endea. 
Toring  to  encourage  card-playing  in 
his  house ;  and,whcn  his  unfortunate 
guests  had  recourse  to  that  direr- 
sion  for  employing  the  tedious  mo. 
ments  of  confinement,  he  seldom 
failed  to  join  in  the  game ;  and 
though  he  suflcred  no  opportunity 
of  cheating  them,  even  in  the  most 
palpable  manner,  to  escape  him, 
they  were  obliged  to  submit  to  the 
insult  and  im|K>9ition  ;  for,  if  they 
Ten tu red  to  expostulate  on  the  uh. 
fairness  of  his  proceedings,  it  was 
his  custom  to  discharge  a  Yolley  of 
blasphemous  oaths,  and  (o  threaten 
that  he  would  instantly  take  them 
to  gaol,  for  daring  to  affront  him  in 
his  own  house. 

Some  of  his  prboners  hoping 
their  affairs  would  be  speedily  com. 
promised,  and  others^  who  were  not 
so  happy  as  to  entertain,  such  la- 
Yorable  ezpectationsy  wkhing  Co 
remain  as  long  as  poMible  wiUiout 
the  walls  of  a  prison^  the  iniolence 
\>t  the  tyrant  was  osoally  SHbmltled 
to  by  men  who,  had  not  their  spirits 
been  depressed  by  thm  weight  of 
misfortunes,  would-  have  disdataed 
to  be  made  the  dupei  of  svch  atro^ 
dous  and  palpable  fiilalnj. 

Though  the  emoluments  arising 
from  the  infamous  practices  of  JBol. 
land  were  very  considerable,  they 
were  not  equal  to  the  expenses  of 
his  profligate  course  of  life. 

His    wine-merchant,  and    many 
other  persons,  having  demands  upon 
him  that  he  was  unable  to  discharge, 
ho  procured  a  person  to  sue  out  a 
commission  of  bankruptcy  against 
him ;  but  before    the    commissioB 
took  place  he  secreted  his  most  va- 
luable effects  ;  and   he  farther  de« 
The  money  he  extorted  from  his    fraudcd    his    creditors,  by    gif ing 
guests,  by  dircrs  stratagems,  was  so    notes  and  other  securities  to  a  num* 
considerable,  that  he  held  the  fees     ber  of  people  who  had  received  no 
usually  paid  at  lock-up  houses  as    raluablo  considerations  from  him.; 


who  brought  him  np  to  the  same 
business.  The  youth  gave  early 
proofs  of  a  proiiigate  turn  of  mind, 
and  constantly  associated  with  the 
worthless  of  both  sexes. 

The  term  of  his  servitude  being 
expireil,  Bolland  opened  a  shup  in 
the  Borough  of  Southwark,  and 
his  business  afforded  him  a  very 
favorable  prospect  of  success  ;  but, 
through  his  irregularity  and  extra- 
vagance, his  trade  gradually  de- 
clined, and,  to  free  himself  from 
some  embarrassments  that  his  mis. 
conduct  had  produced,  he  sold  his 
effects. 

Bolland's  favorite  associates  for 
some  years  had  been  bailiffs,  bailiffs' 
followers,  thief-takers,  and  run- 
ners to  the  different  prisons ;  and, 
the  natural  cruelty  of  his  disposi- 
tion being  encouraged  by  the  ex- 
ample of  the  worthless  people  in 
whose  company  he  consumed  the 
greatest  part  of  his  time,  he  re* 
solved  to  gain  a  maintenance  by 
preying  upon  the  distresses  of  his 
fellow-creatures. 

Having  procured  himself  to  be 
appointed  one  of  the  officers  to  tho 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Surrey,  he 
hired  a  house  at  the  bottom  of  Fal« 
con  Court,  facing.  St.  George's 
church,  Southwark;  and,  havlug 
fitted  it  up  in  the  manner  of  a  pri- 
son, it  was  soon  Inhabited  by  a 
number  of  unfortunate  persons. 

The  people  he  arrested,  who 
"were  in  indigent  circumstances,  he 
took  to  gaol  as  soon  as  the  law 
would  permit;  but  such  as  were  in 
a  different  situation  were  cnter- 
.  tained  in  his  house  till  all  their 
money  was  spent,  or  they  insisted 
upon  going  to  prison,  to  avoid 
further  imposition,  or  till  the  writs 
by  which  they  were  detained  be- 
came  returnable. 
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and  by  means  of  these  nominal  cre- 
ditors he  obtained  his  certificate  in  a 
Tery  short  time. 

Among  a  number  of  frauds  com- 
mitted while  he  11? ed  in  the  Borough 
was  the  following  :•— He  went  into 
Oxfordshire,  and  there  purchased  a 
string  of  horses.  Ha? ing  paid  for 
them,  he  expressed  a  desire  of  ha?- 
Ing  a  marc,  which  the  owner  posi- 
tif  ely  refused  to  sell  x  however,  the 
following  morning  BoIIand  took 
away  .the  horses  he  had  bought, 
and  with  them  the  mare,  wholly 
unknown  to  the  person  whose  pro- 
perty she  was.  The  owner  of  the 
mare  intended  to  prosecute  Holland 
for  the  felony ;  but  he  was  dis^ 
Buaded  from  that  measure,  and  ad- 
Thied  to  draw  a  bill  upon  him  for 
the  value  of  the  beast  Holland  ac- 
cepted the  bill,  but  he  became  a 
bankrupt  before  the  time  of  pay- 
ment arrived. 

The  infamous  practices  of  Bol- 
land  had  now  rendered  his  charac- 
ter so  notorious,  that  the  attorneys 
imagined  that,  if  they  continued  to 
0iAploy  him,  they  should  be  re* 
fleeted  upon  for  encouraging  so 
abandoned  a  villain  ;  and  such  re- 
peated and  heavy  eomplaints  were 
made  against  him  that  bis  business 
rapidly  declined;  but,  instead  of 
endeavoring  to  obtain  better  suc- 
cess by  an  amendment  of  his  con- 
duct, he  seised  eiery  opportunity 
of  practising  extortion  and  fraud 
with  greater  rapacity,  and  became 
a  still  more  abcMninable  pest  to  so- 
ciety. 

He  resolved  to  move  from  Surrey 
into  the  county  of  Middlesex,  where 
he  expected  more  frequent  oppor- 
tunities would  occur  for  gratifying 
his  avaricious  and  oppresssive  dis- 
position. 

Notwithstanding  the  infamy  that 
was  justly  annexed  to  the  character 
of  this  accomplished  villain,  he  pro- 
cured persons  to  become  his  bonds- 


men,  and  made  interest  to  be  nomi- 
nated one  of  the  officers  to  the 
sherifTof  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

He  opened  a  spunging-house  in 
the  Savoy ;  but  it  was  some  time 
before  he  had  a  prospect  of  success. 
He  industriously  sought  every  op* 
portunity  of  joining  in  conversation 
with  attorneys,  and,  by  an  artful  in- 
sinuating conduct,  at  length  ingra- 
tiated himself  into  the  favour  of  se- 
veral of  that  fraternity,  who  were 
not  very  remarkable  either  for  dis- 
cernment or  integrity,  and  his  busi- 
ness gradually  increased. 

Holland  was  an  almost  daily  fre- 
quenter of  places  where  billiards 
and  other  games  were  practised ; 
and  at  one  of  these  meetings  he  fell 
into  company  with  a  gentleman, 
who  employed  him  to  arrest  the 
captain  of  a  ship  in  the  East- India 
service,  for  a  debt  of  three  hundred 
pounds,  prombiog  him  a  handsome 
compliment  on  condition  of  his  re*> 
covering  the  mon^y  or  taking  the 
prisoner  Into  custody.  Holland  as- 
sured hb  employeir  that  he  would 
use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  scrre 
the  writ  the  next  dsy  • 

The  following  morning  the  gen- 
ilemaa  set  out  for  the  country,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  day  Holland  ar- 
rested  the  captain,  who  immediately 
paid  the  debt  and  costs. 

In  a  short  time  the  captain  pror 
coeded  oo  his  voyage ;  and  thu  gen» 
tleroan,  at  whose  suit  he  had  be^ 
arrested,  coming  to  London  soon 
afterwards,  Holland  waited  o|>oa 
him,  and  said,  though  he  had  made 
use  of  every  stratagem  he  could  pos- 
sibly devise,  the  captain  had  eludod 
all  his  art,  and  got  to  sea ;  and,  4n 
order  to  enhance  the  promised  gra- 
tuity, he  pretended  that  his  extraor- 
dinary vigilance  to  serve  the  writ 
had  involved  him  in  much  trouble 
and  some  expense,  for  the  truth  of 
which  he  appealed  to  his  followers, 
who  readily  supported  all  the  falsi* 
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tics  adtanced  by  their  wicked  em- 
ployer; and  the  gentleman  bein^ 
thu!i  deceived,  he  made  Bolland  a 
handsome  present. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  ship  from 
the  East  Indies,  a  fresh  writ  was 
taken  out ;  but,  Bolland  being  gone 
to  a  horse-race,  it  was  given  to  an« 
other  officer. 

The  bailiff  went  to  Black  wall, 
and,  presently  finding  the  captain, 
taid  he  must  either  pay  the  three 
hondred  poundi,  or  go  with  him  to 
a  place  of  security  ;  but  the  cap. 
tain  showing  the  officer  Bolland*8 
receipt  for  the  money,  he  returned 
to  town,  and  informed  his  employer 
that  the  debt  was  dbcharged  to  BoU 
laod  previous  to  the  captaia's  sailing 
for  India. 

A  suit  at  law  was  now  Institotcd 
against  Bolland  for  the  recovery  of 
three  hundred  pounds.  Justice  was 
so  indisputably  dear  on  the  side  of 
the  plaintiff  that  BoUaod  knew  he 
must  Ineiitably  be  cast  if  the  matter 
came  to  trial ;  yet|  at  considerable 
expense^  he  protracted  a  judicial  de- 
cision of  the  case,  imagining  his  ad- 
versary would  give  up  his  claim 
rather  than  pursue  him  through  all 
the  delays  and  chicanery  of  the 
law. 

The  cause  at  length  was  brought 
to  a  hearing,  and,  judgment  being 
pronounced  In  favour  of  the  plain- 
tiff, Bolland,  being  surrendered  by 
his  bail,  was  taken  in  execution. 
He  was  conducted  to  a  lock-up 
house,  where  he  remained  some 
time,  and  then  moved  himself  by 
habeas  corpus  to  the  Fleet  Prison, 
from  which  place  he  was  released 
by  virtue  of  an  act  of  insolvency. 

Bolland,  and  a  person  with  whom 
he  had  contracted  an  acquaintance 
in  the  Fleet,  were  enlarged  nearly 
at  the  same  Ume;  and  the  latter 
soon  after  went  Into  business,  and 
found  means  to  procure  bondsmen 
for  his  companion^  who  was  again 


appointed  an  officer  to  the  sheriff  of 
Middlesex. 

Bolland  now  hired  a  large  house 
in  Great  Shire  Lane,  near  Temple 
Bar  ;  but,  that  the  outward  appear- 
ance might  not  convey  an  intima- 
tion of  the  severe  and  tyrannical 
treatment  that  was  to  be  exercised 
within,  the  windows  were  not,  ac- 
cording to  the  general  custom  at 
spunging-houses,  secured  with  iron 
bars. 

When  prisoners  came  Into  the 
house,  he  informed  them  that  it  was 
his  custom  to  charge  six  shillings 
per  day  for  board  and  lodgijig ; 
adding,  that  the  entertainment 
would  be  such  as  should  give  uni- 
versal satisfaction,  and  that  all  trou- 
ble and  disagreements  oonoeming 
reckonings  would  be  avoided;  and 
such  as  refused  to  comply  with  tiMse 
exorbitant  terms  were  instantly 
conducted  to  gaol. 

When  Bolland's  prisoners  ap. 
peared  Inclinable  to  remove  to  the 
King's  Bench  or  Fleet,  lie  used 
every  artifice  he  could  suggest  for 
detaining  them  In  his  hoase  till 
they  had  exhausted  the  means  of 
supplying  his  extravagant  avarice; 
but,  when  their  money  was  ex- 
pended, no  entreaties  could  prevail 
on  the  merciless  villain  to  give  then 
credit  for  the  most  trifling  article^ 
or  to  suffer  them  to  continue  an. 
other  hour  in  his  house. 

His  common  excuse  for^his  rapa- 
cious and  brutal  conduct  was,  that 
he  incurred  very  considerable  ex- 
pense by  supporting  a  house  for  ac- 
commodating gentlemen ;  and  such 
as  wished  to  be  treated  consistently 
with  that  character  nlust  pay  ac- 
cordingly. 

Notwithstanding  the  public  In- 
famy of  Bolland*8  character,  he 
transacted  perhaps  more  than  doable 
the  business  of  any  man  in  the  sasM 
profession. 
Not  latisficd  with  the  great  emo^ 
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lumcots  he  derifeil  from  craelly  opl^ 
pressing  liis  unhappy  prisoners,  he 
had  recourse  to  practices  which, 
though  not  less  injurious  in  them- 
selfes,  were  more  calculated  to 
bring  him  under  the  censure  of  the 
law. 

He  defrauded  a  great  number  of 
tradesmen  of  property  to  a  consi- 
derable amount ;  and  among  theo^. 
was  an  upholsterer,  of  whom  he  ob« 
tained  household  furniture  to  the 
Talueof  two  hundred  pounds,  under 
false  pretences. 

Though  Bolland  was  a  married 
man,  he  was  Tiolently  addicted  to 
the  company  of  abandoned  women ; 
and,  when  his  wife  ezpostulated^Dn 
the  impropriety  of  his  illicit  conncx« 
ions,  he  applied  to  her  the  most 
difgracefu!  epithets,  accompanied 
with  voUojB  of  profane  oaths,  and 
frequently  beat  her  in  a  barbarous 
manner. 

liis  confersation  proved  the  ?al« 
garity  of  his  breeding,  and  his  whole 
behaviour  marked  him  as  a  worth, 
less  and  detestable  character. 
.  These  disqualifying  circumstances, 
however,  proved  no  impediment  to 
his  being  received  on  terms  of  fa. 
miliarity  by  several  women  who 
were  in  the  Iceeping  of  persons  of 
distinction.  But  this  will  be  oo 
longer  surprising,  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that  money  is  ever  a  suflfi- 
cient  recommendation  to  the  favour 
of  that  abandoned  part  of  the  sex 
who  subsist  on  the  wages  of  pros- 
titution. 

Bolland  frequently  took  debtors 
into  custody  who  had  sought  shelter 
within  the  verge  of  the  Board  of 
Green  Cloth;  and  for  an  offence 
of  this  kind  he  was  once  called  be- 
fore the  board,  and  ordered  to  pay 
.  the  sum  for  which  he  had  illegally 
detained  the  complaining  party. 

Bolland  was  connected  with  two 

men  of  infamous  characters  ;  one  of 

.whom  was  chiefly  employed  in  dis- 


covering persons  on  whom  the  arts 
of  villainy  mif  ht  be  practised  with 
the  most  success ;  and  the  other  was 
an  attorney,  by  whose  assistance 
Bolland  was  frequently  relieved 
from  embarrassments,  and  enabled 
to  execute  his  villainous  projects 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  evade  the 
punishment  of  the  law. 

Bolland,  and  his  two  associates 
above  mentioned,  got  possession  of 
a  bill  for  thirty  pounds  that  had 
been  stolen  out  of  a  gentleman's 
pocket.  The  bill  was  presented  for 
payment,  which  was  refused,  the 
party  on  whom  it  was  drawn  alleging 
that  it  had  been  stolen.  Hereupon 
the  attorney  wrote  to  the  gentleman 
that  an  arrest  would  follow,  unless 
the  bill  was  immediately  discharged. 
The  answer  signified  that,  if  an  ar- 
rest was  resolved  upon,  the  writ 
might  be  feft  with  an  attorney  in 
Chancery  Lane,  who  would  put  in 
bail. 

Mortified  and  disappointed  by 
the  spirited  repulse  they  had  re- 
ceived, and  despairing  of  obtaining 
cash  for  the  bill  by  means  of  threats, 
they  determined  to  arrest  the  gen- 
tleman, and  take  him  to  Bollaod's 
house,  where  they  supposed  they 
could  scarcely  fail  of  extorting 
some  money  from  him. 

A  messenger  was  dispatched  to 
desire  the  gentleroan*8  company  at 
the  King^s  Head  Tavern,  in  Brydges 
Street  He  attended  according  to 
the  appointment,  nand  was  arrested 
by  Bolland ;  who,  pretending  to  be 
desirous  of  acting  with  all  possible 
lenity,  told  the  gentleman  that  he 
would  wave  his  power  of  taking  him 
to  a  place  of  confinement,  lest  his 
reputation  should  be  injured,  on 
condition  that  he  would  give  him 
proper  security.  Hereupon  the 
geivtieman  deposited  thirty  pounds 
in  Bolland's  hands;  but  the  note 
was  still  detained,  with  a  view  ^f 
gaining  further  advantage. 
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The  gontlcman  cotnmaiiicatecl  all 
the  circumstances  that  had  come  to 
hb  knowledge  to  his  attorney,  who 
ttioved  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
for  a  rule. 

Bolland  and  his  accomplices, 
however,  determined  still  to  contest 
the  matter,  though  they  were  con- 
scions  that  the  cause  mnst  certainly 
be  decided  in  favour  of  their  adver. 
sary. 

When  prisoners  came  into  Bol- 
land's  house  he  immediately  em- 
ployed  his  followers  to  make  parti, 
eular  inquiries  into  the  state  of  their 
pecuniary  affairs,  and  the  extent  of 
their  conneiions;  and,  according 
to  the  information  be  received,  he 
suggested  plans  for  deceiving  bis 
unhappy  guests. 

A  young  gentleman,  whose  im- 
prudences  had  drawn  upon  him  the 
displeasure  of  his  friends,  was  ar* 
rested  at  the  suit  of  his  tailor,  and 
confined  in  Bolland's  house. 

His  money  being  soon  expended, 
and  despairing  of  being  able  to  ef* 
feet  a  compromise  with  bis  creditor, 
ho  expressed  a  desire  of  being  re* 
«iovcd  to  the  King's  Bench  or  the 
Fleet. 

Bulland  informed  him  that  he 
must  be  taken  to  Newgate,  that 
being  the  gaol  for  the  county,  and 
thai  he  rould  not  be  moved  to  either 
of  the  other  prisons  but  by  means 
of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

The  young  gentleman  was  greatly 
alarmed  at  the  idea  of  being  con- 
fmed  in  Newgate,  which  he  sup. 
posed  to  be  a  place  for  the  recep- 
tion of  felons  only. 

Bolland,  perceiving  his  anxiety, 
advised  him  to  recall  his  resolution, 
saying  that,  if  he  would  follow  his 
direction,  a  method  might  still  be 
adopted  ff>r  relieving  him  from  all 
his  ditricuhics.  Anxious  to  recover 
his  liberty,  the  youth  said,  if  BoU 
land  would  signify  the  means  by 
H  hich  so  desirable  a  purpose  was  to 


be  attained,  hn  woold  gladly 
brace  the  proposal,  and  ever  con- 
sider him  his  most  generoua  bene- 
factor* 

Hereupon  Bolland  ioformed  him 
that  ho  would  immediately  procure 
bail ;  and  then  recommended  bin 
to  different  tradesmen,  of  whom  he 
might  procure  a  cbarioC  and  borset, 
household  furniture,  and  other  ef« 
fects,  on  credit;  adding,  that  ha 
would  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
a  fortune  by  marriage  before  be 
would  be  called  upon  for  the  dis. 
eharge  of  his  debts. 

The  young  man  being  released  on 
the  bail  of  two  of  Bolland'a  accoa* 
pitccs,  a  chariot  was  procured,  and 
a  house  hired  and  famished  very 
elegantly;  and  one  of  Bollaod's 
followers  assumed  the  character  of 
a  footman,  from  the  double  motive 
of  assisting  in  the  scheme|of  villainy, 
and  reporting  to  his  principal  all 
the  particulars  of  the  conduct  of 
the  imprudent  young  man* 

Reports  were  indostriooidy  pro- 
pagated that  the  youth  was  heir  to 
an  immense  fortune ;  and,  by  a  va- 
riety of  stratagems,  effects  to  a  con- 
siderable amount  were  obtained 
from  different  tradesmen,  the  greater 
part  of  which  were  deposited  in 
Bolland's  house,  by  way  of  security 
to  him  for  the  bail  he  had  pro- 
cured. 

Payment  for  the  furniture  and 
other  effects  being  demanded,  the 
creditors  were  for  some  time  aroused 
by  a  variety  of  pUusible  pretences : 
but  at  length  they  tiecame  eaceed- 
ingly  importunate  for  tbelr  money  ; 
and  Bolland,  now  concluding  tlMi 
the  young  man  could  no  longer  be 
made  subservient  to  his  vHlainous 
stratagems,  surrendered  him  in  dis- 
charge of  his  bail,  and  caused  bbn 
to  be  conveyed  to  Newgate*. 

The  persons  whom  he  bad  been 
seduced  to  defraud  were  no  sooner 
acquainted  with  the  hnprisomMnt 
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of  the  young  adventurer  than  they 
lodged  detainers  against  him. 

His  unfortunate  connexions  hav* 
iDg  greatly  exasperated  his  relations 
and  friends,  they  refused  to  afford 
him  any  kind  of  assistance,  and  bis 
situation  became  truly  deplorable. 

His  present  distress,  and  the  up. 
braidings  of  conscience  for  the  im- 
propriety of  his  conduct,  over, 
whelmed  him  with  affliction,  which 
soon  put  a  period  to  his  life. 

Bolland,cTer  regarding  the  wreck 
he  occasioned  with  apathy,  went  on 
his  course  of  wickedness.  He  pro-  . 
Tided  Jew,  or  fictitious,  bail  for 
persons  who  were  under  arrest; 
and,  when  he  knew  that  the  parties 
whom  he  himself  arrested  were  not 
in  desperate  circumstances,  he  fre- 
quently released  them,  after  exact, 
ing  money  from  them,  and  a  pro- 
mise to  surrender  if  they  could  not 
compromise  matters  with  their  cre- 
ditors. He  applied  to  these  people 
to  become  bail  for  others,  who  paid 
him  in  proportion  to  the  sums  for 
which  they  were  arrested;  and, 
circumstanced  as  they  were,  it  was 
seldom  that  he  met  a  refusal ;  for, 
upon  their  making  the  least  hesita- 
tion, he  threatened  to  take  them 
into  custody,  and  convey  them  in- 
stantly to  prison* 

He  provided  genteel  apparel  for 
Jews,  and  other  men  in  desperate 
circumstance8,and  encouraged  them 
to  commit  perjury,  by  bribing  them 
to  swear  themselves  housekeepers 
and  men  of  property,  in  order  that 
their  bail  might  be  admitted* 

Having  supplied  two  men  of 
most  profligate  characters  with  gen. 
teol  clothes,  they  attended  him  to 
Westminster  Hall,  and  there  justw 
fied  bail  for  sums  to  a  considerable 
amount,  though  they  were  not  pos- 
sessed of  property  to  the  value  of 
twenty  shillings. 

After  the  business  these  three  ia* 
lamotti  associates  adjourned  to  a 


tavern  in  Covcnt  Garden;  and, 
while  they  were  regaling  them- 
selves, some  of  Sir  John  Fielding's 
officers  took  the  two  men  who  had 
justified  bail  into  custody,  on  a 
charge  of  highway  robbery. 

They  were  convicted  at  the  en- 
suing sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey; 
and  soon  afterwards  Bolland,  being 
a  sheriff's  officer,  attended  them  to 
Tyburn,  where  they  were  hanged 
in  the  very  apparel  that  he  himself 
had  provided  for  them. 

'A  publican  in  Cecil  Street,  in  the 
Strand,  nkmed  Wilkinson,  went 
into  Lancashire,  in  the  year  1768, 
upon  a  visit  to  his  relations,  leav- 
ing the  care  of  his  house  to  a  fe- 
male servant.  Upon  the  landlord's 
return  he  found  that  two  men  had 
taken  possessson  of  his  household 
goods  and  stock  of  liquors  under  a 
warrant  of  distress.  He  asked  by 
what  authority  they  had  made  a 
seizure  of  his  effects ;  and  the  reply 
was,  that,  if  he  presumed  to  dispute 
their  authority,  they  would  knock 
out  his  brains,  or  put  him  to  death 
in  some  other  manner. 

Wilkinson  made  application  to 
Justice  Kynaston,  and  made  an  af- 
fidavit that  Bolland  had  no  legal 
claim  upon  him.  A  warrant  was 
granted  for  the  recovery  of  Wil. 
kinson's  goods,  but  before  it  could 
be  put.  into  execution  the  greatest 
part  of  them  had  been  moved  from 
the  premises. 

The  following  day  Bolland 
caused  Wilkinson  to  be  arrested  for 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
which  was  falsely  alleged  to  be  a 
debt  he  had  some  time  before  con* 
traded. 

The  unfortunate  Wilkinson,  be^ 
ing  unable  to  procure  bail  for  ao 
considerable  a  sum,  moved  himself 
to  the  Ring's  Bench. 

The  attorney  employed  by  Wil. 
kinson  was  an  accomplice  oi  Bol. 
land's ;  and,  nnder  the  pretence  of 
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ddending  him  agalotC  (he  oiachiaa- 
(M1II  of  (hat  accomplwhed  villaio, 
he  ez(orted  from  him  his  last  ihil- 
ling ;  and^  after  (he  nahapfrf  man 
had  lafleredAlong  imprisonment, 
in  a  most  deplorable  slate  of  po. 
^ertj,  he  was  restored  to  liberty 
by  f  irtoe  of  an  act  of  insolvencj. 

In  the  preceding  part  of  this  nar- 
ratlfe  we  hare  mentioned  that  Boi. 
land  had  formed  a  conoezlon  with 
a  felloir.prisoncr  In  the  Fleet, 
through  whose  iotereit  bondsmen 
were  procured  when  he  a  second 
time  commenced  officer  to  (he  she- 
rilf  of  Middlesex. 

Learning  some  time  af(er  that 
(his  man  had  apartments  elegaudy 
fumiiihed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
•Gray's  Inn,  he  falsely  swore  a  debt 
against  him;  and,  in  conjunction 
with  one  of  hb  accomplices,  who 
was  a  lawyer,  sued  out  a  judgment, 
and  obtained  a  warrant  of  distress 
for  the  seizure  of  his  effects^  which 
were  conircyed  to  Holland's  house. 

The  injured  party  applied  to  (he 
Court  of  King's  Bench  for  redress, 
and  attachinen(8  were  issued  agains( 
the  delinquents  :  but  before  (hey 
could  (ake  cflcct  the  a(torney  had 
-ab«4!ondcd ;  and  Holland  was  in 
cus(ody,  charged  with  (he  eapi(al 
offence  for  which  he  suffered  ;  and 
therefore  no  redress  was  to  be  ob. 
(ained. 

A  captain  in  the  navy  going  a 
Toyagc,  and  not  leafing  his  wife 
sufficiendy  profided  with  money, 
she  con(rac(ed  a  debt  (o  the  amount 
of  (bir(y  i^oonds,  for  which  she 
gave  a  no(e.  The  note  not  being 
paid  when  it  became  duCi  the  ere. 
di(or  ordered  Holland  to  scrrea 
writ  upon  the  unhappy  woman. 
After  she  had  remained  some  days  a 
prisoner  in  his  house  he  procured 
bail  for  her,  on  her  paying  him  fire 
guineas. 

In  a  few  days  blie  was  again 
(aken  in(o  custody,  Bulland  urging 


that,  upon  making  inqvlry  into  her 
al&urs,  the  bnn  deeosed  tkeaueites 
not  secure,  and  had  tvrrciidered 
her  from  asotlres  of  prodenoe. 

Terrified  at  the  idea  of  going  io 
prison,  she  paid  him  ten  gnlacas  for 
procuring  bill  a  seeond  time;  bnt 
he  insbted  on  haring  a  bond  to 
confess  judgment  for  the  fnmitufe 
of  her  house,  as  a  collateral  security* 
Being  ignorant  of  the  na(nre  of 
(he  security  proposed,  sbeoompfied 
wi(h  the  terms  offered  by  the  viUaiB. 
who,  on  (he  following  day, entered 
upon  judgment,  and  took 
sion  of  her  effects. 

Upon  dbcorering  that  she 
been  made  a  dupe  to  the  consnnu 
ma(e  art  and  rillainy  at  Bolland, 
the  unfortunate  woman  was  driten 
ilmost  to  distracdon,  and  while  in 
that  state  of  mind  she  attempted  to 
set  fire  to  the  house,  in  consequence 
of  which  a  warrant  was  granted  fipr 
apprehentftng  her,  and  she  was  ac- 
cordingly committed  to  Newgate. 

In  a  short  time  (he  husband  re* 
(urncd  to  England,  and  Holland 
bribed  an  infamous  woman  to  swear 
a  false  debl  agains(  him,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  was  arrested, 
and,  being  in  coufinemen(  at  the 
(ime  of  his  wife's  (rial  at  the  Old 
liailey,  she  was  deprired  of  that 
assis(ance  he  might  have  afforded 
her.  She  was  couTicted,  and  sen- 
tenced to  suffer  dea(h ;  bn(,  her 
cause  being  espoused  by  a  number 
of  humane  persons,  (hey  drew  up 
an  an(hentic  s(a(eof  her  case,  which 
was  presen(ed  to  the  king,  who  wns 
graciously  pleased  to  grant  her  an 
unconditional  pardon. 

Holland  formed  a  connexion  wi(h 
a  prostitute,  towards  whom  a  sailor, 
(hen  abroad,  t*n(er(ained  a  strong 
at(achmeo(.  Upon  (he  sailor's  re- 
turn he  gave  (hree  hundred  pounds 
into  the  care  of  the  woman,  pro- 
posing at  the  same  (ime  (o  espouse 
her,  and  saying  he  meant  (o  take  a 
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public  house  in  Wapping.  The 
woman  communicated  the  sallor'i 
proposal  to  BoHand,  and  they 
formed  a  plan  of  defrauding  him  of 
h'ls  monej. 

By  Bolland's  direction  the  inti* 
mated  to  him  that  three  hundred 
pounds  was  not  a  suni  sufficient  to 
cMrry  on  the  trade  of  a  publican 
with  a  prospect  of  success,  and  ad- 
vised  him  to  leave  the  money  he 
had  already  acquired  to  her  care, 
and  make  another  Toyage.  The 
unsuspecting  seaman  complied,  and 
in  a  short  time  after  he  had  sailed 
Bolland  got  the  three  hundred 
pounds  into  his  possession,  and  ap. 
plied  it  to  his  own  use. 

Bolland's  behaviour  to  the  wo» 
man  was  for  some  time  exceedingly 
kind  :  but  he  at  length  procured  a 
fellow  to  charge  her  with  a  false 
debt ;  and  being  taken  to  prison, 
she  survived  only  a  short  time,  dur. 
ing  which  she  labored  under  the 
severest  afflictions  of  poTcrty  and 
disease. 

The  sailor,  having  completed  his 
▼oyagc,  no  sooner  landed  in  Eng. 
land  than  he  hastened  to  the  house 
where  his  mistress  had  resided  ;  and, 
having  learnt  the  particulars  of  her 
conduct,  vexation  and  disappoint- 
ment  had  such  an  effect  upon  his 
mind,  that  the  recovery  of  his  roa. 
son  was  for  a  long  time  judged  to 
be  doubtful. 

Bolland  being  ordered,  by  an 
attorney  in  the  city,  to  serve  a  writ 
on  a  colonel  in  his  majesty^s  ser- 
vice for  one  hundred  pounds,  he 
arrested  the  gentleman  the  next 
day,  and  was  paid  the  debt  and 
costs ;  but,  instead  of  delivering  the 
money  for  the  plain tiflf^s  use,  he 
declared  that  be  had  not  served  the 
writ.  The  attorney,  however,  soon 
learning  that  the  debt  was  dis- 
charged, commenced  a  suit  against 
the  sheriffs ;  and  the  persons  who 
had  l>ecomc  sureties  for. Bolland 


were  compelled  to  pay  the  hundred 
pounds,  with  full  costs. 

The  colonel  had  neglected  to 
take  Bolland's  receipt,  and  of  this 
circumstance  the  villain  determined 
to  avail  himself.  He,  a  second  time, 
arrested  the  gentleman  for  a  hun. 
drcd  pounds:  the  action  was  bailed, 
and  a  trial  ensued,  in  the  course  of 
which  a  witness  swore  that  he  was 
present  when  the  colonel  paid  Bol- 
land a  hundred  pounds,  and  costs, 
in  discharge  of  the  writ.  Upon 
this  the  jury  pronounced  in  favour 
of  the  colonel. 

Though  Bolland^s  character  was 
notorious  throughout  the  kingdom, 
he  might,  perhaps,  have  continued 
his  depredations  much  longer,  had 
not  his  infamous  practices  been  ex« 
posed  in  the  newspapers  by  the  per- 
son  whom  we  have  alr^idy  men- 
tioned his  being  acquainted  with 
in  the  Fleet,  and  whose  effects  he 
seized  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gray's  Inn  under  a  warrant  of  db. 
tress,  obtained  by  swearing  to  a 
false  debt. 

When  the  sheriffs  were  informed 
of  Bolland's  Tillainy,  they  were 
highly  exasperated  against  him»  and 
suspended  him  from  acting  as  their 
officer,  and  assigned  the  bail-bonds 
as  security,  by  which  the  parties 
he  had  injured  might  obtain  some 
recompense. 

Bolland's  avarice  was  so  ezces* 
sive,  and  his  inclination  to  villainy 
so  strong,  that  his  being  deprived 
of  the  |M>wer  of  following  hb  usual 
practices  proved  the  source  of  much 
uneasiness.  He  was  advised  to  act 
under  the  Marshalsea  Court;  but 
he  rejected  the  proposal,  alleging 
that  a  compliance  would  degrade 
hb  character,  after  having  long 
moved  In  so  superior  a  line  of  life. 

The  office  of  upper  city.marsbal 
becoming  vacant  by  the  decease  of 
Osmond  Cook,  Esq.  Bolland  deter- 
mined to  dbpose  of  part  of  hb  in- 
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lunouslj  acquired  property  in  the 
purchase  thereof. 

The  place  being  put  up  for  sale 
by  auction,  he  became  the  pur- 
chaser for  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred pounds.  Having  paid  the  de- 
posit moneji  which  was  lodged  in 
the  chamberlain's  office,  he  anxi- 
ously waited  for  the  approbation  of 
the  court  of  aldermen,  which  was 
only  wanting  to  give  him  that  power 
OTcr  the  citizens  which  he  was  pre- 
determined to  abuse. 

A  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
lord-mayor  and  court  of  aldermen, 
exhibiting  Bolland's  character  in 
all  its  horrid  deformity ;  and  proper 
inquiries  being  made,  the  facts  ap- 
peared to  be  well  founded ;  in  con. 
sequence  of  which  the  court  of  al- 
dermen refused  him. the  place,  and 
.ordered  the  chamberlain  to  return 
the  deposit  money. 

He  declared  that  he  would  com- 
mence a  suit  at  law  against  the 
court  of  aldermen  for  the  recovery 
of  damages ;  and,  when  the  re« 
corder  communicated  to  him  the 
very  strong  reasons  that  had  in- 
duced the  Court  to  deem  him  un* 
qualified  for  the  place  of  city.mar* 
shal,  he  behaved  in  a  manner  ex* 
tremely  reprehensible. 

To  contest  the  matter  with  tlfe 
city  he  found  not  likely  to  produce 
him  any  advantage ;  and,  one  of  the 
sergeants-at.mace  at  that  time  re- 
signing his  office,  he  formed  the  re- 
solution of  purchasing  his  place, 
which  was  denied  him,  though  he 
offered  a  sum  considerably  above 
the  usual  price. 

The  deposit  money  still  remained 
in  the  chamberlain's  office,  under  an 
attachment  taken  out  by  hb  sure- 
ties,' on  account  of  their  bail-bonds 
being  assigned  over  for  the  benefit 
of  the  persons  who  had  suffered 
through  his  iniquitous  proceedings. 

A  man  named  Jesson  bad  dis- 
counted a  note  for  Bo\Uu^\  %0Qk% 


time  afier  which  they  met  at  the 
George  and  Vulture  Tayern,  in 
Cornhill,  when  the  former  desired 
the  note  might  be  redeemed.  The 
other  said  he  then  happened  to  be 
short  of  cash,  but  produced  a  note 
of  hand  for  one  hundred  pounds, 
given  by  Mr.  firadahaw,  offering 
io  take  up  the  other  note,  if  Jesson 
would  take  Bradshaw's  security, 
and  return  the  overplus.  To  this 
Jesson  agreed,  and,  while  lie  was 
counting  the  money,  Holland  en- 
dorsed the  note;  which  being  ob* 
served  by  the  other,  he  said  he  had 
no  doubt  as  to  the  responsibility  of 
Bradshaw,  but  that  fioUaud's  name 
would  render  the  note  onnegotiable. 
Bolland  then  took  a  knife,  and 
erased  all  the  letters  of  his  surname, 
excepting  the  first,  and  in  their 
room  inserted  ankt;  after  which 
he  delivered  the  note  to  Jesson. 

On  the  following  day  Jesson  re- 
quested a  person  named  Cardineaux 
to  discount  the  note  he  had  received 
from  Bolland ;  and  Cardineaux  \}M 
him  fifteen  pounds  ten  shillings  on 
account,  desiring  him  to  call  the 
next  day  for  Uie  balance. 

The  next  Saturday,  Cardineaux^ 
Jesson,  and  Bolland,  met  at  a 
tavern  in  Queen  Street;  when  Car- 
dineaux questioning  Bolland  re- 
specting  Batiks^  the  name  indorsetl 
upon  the  note,  he  said  Banks  was  a 
victualler,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rathbone  Place,  in  an  extensive 
and  reputable  way  of  business. 
Cardineaux,  saying  he  waa  fully 
satisfied,  paid  Jesson  the  balance  in 
his  favour,  in  some  small  notes, 
and  a  draft  upon  his  banker. 

Cardineaux,  having  occasion  for 
cash,  carried  the  note  to  hb  banker, 
who  discounted  it;  and  soon  after 
Bradshaw  was  declared  a  bankrupt 

Cardineaux  now  applied  to  Jes- 
son, desiring  (hat,  as  Bradshaw  bad 
failed,  he  would  provide  money  if^ 
\sbkA  u^  the  note  when  it  bocams 
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clue.  Jesson  had  recoorie  to  BoU 
land  ;  but  he  refused  to  take  up  the 
no(e,  and  even  denied  that  JeMOB 
had  received  it  of  him. 

Cardineaux,  Jesson,  and  BoIIand« 
met  at  the  Edinburgh  Coffoe-house 
the  next  day,  when  the  former  in- 
troduced a  conversation  respecting 
Bradshaw's  note ;  in  the  course  of 
which  BoUand  said  that  his  endorse* 
ment  did  not  appear  upon  the  notei 
and  that  it  had  not  passed  through 
his  hands.  Upon  this  Cardineaox 
said  Jesson  had  mentioned  hb  hav* 
ing  altered  the  endorsement  from 
Bolland  to  Banks;  and  Bulland 
then  di'sired  all  disputes  might  sub- 
side, and  promised  that  the  note 
should  be  discharged  when  it  be- 
came due. 

The  note  was  delivered  to  a  per- 
son named  Morris,  ivho  showed  it 
to  a  gentleman  of  the  law,  and  re- 
lated to  him  the  particulars  of  BoU 
land's  conduct ;  in  consequence  of 
which  a  prosecution  was  resolved  on. 

Bolland  being  apprehended,  a  roan 
was  sent,  in  the  name  of  Banks,  to 
carfy  the  money  to  Cardineaux,  who 
gave  a  receipt  for  it,  telling  him 
that  the  note  he  had  to  redeem  was 


In  the  possession  of  Morris,  .aad 
would  be  detained,  in  order  to  b« 
produced  at  the  Old  Bailey  as  evu 
dence  against  Bolland, 

The  prisoner  being  brought  to 
trial,  his  counsel  exerted  their  at* 
most  abilities  to  prove  that  he  had 
not  committed  forgery;  but  the 
jury  found  him  guilty  on  the  indict- 
ment. When  sentence  of  death 
had  been  pronounced  against  him 
the  recorder  pathetically  exhorted 
him  to  employ  the  short  time  he 
had  to  live  in  preparing  for  eter- 
nity, and  not  to  deceive  himself  in 
the  expectation  of  a  pardon,  which 
there  was  not  the  slightest  reason 
to  suppose  would  be  granted. 

He,  on  the  morning  of  hb  execu- 
tion, Mardi  the  I8th,  177^  ac 
knuwledged  that  he  had  been  guilty 
of  innumerable  sins ;  but  declared 
that  the  fact  for  which  he  was  to 
die  was  not  committed  with  a  view 
to  defraud. 

The  body  of  this  malefactor  was 
taken  to  liighgate  in  a  hearse,  and 
in  the  evening  carried  to  an  under- 
taker's in  Prince's  Street,  Drury 
Jjane,  whence  it  was  conveyed  to 
Bunhill  Fields  for  interment. 


ROBERT  POWEL, 

EXECUTKO  rou  FORGERY. 


This  unhappy  victim  to  the  vio* 
lated  laws  of  his  country  was  a  na- 
tive of  Merioneth,  in  North  Wales. 
His  parents  wore  poor  people,  bnt 
were  distinguished  by  the  honesty 
and  regularity  of  their  conduct. 
They  educated  him  as  well  as  their 
circumstances  would  permit  them ; 
and  then  sent  him  to  London,  in 
the  hope  that  ho  might  be  able  to 
advance  himself  in  life. 

Powel  had  not  been  long  in  town 
before  he  obtained  the  place  of  a 
shopman,  in  the  service  of  a  trades- 
man of  reputatioti*.  In  this  station 
hn  bebaYio«r  was  so  aneacaptioa- 


able,  and  there  was  so  much  of 
graa^fnlness  in  his  person  and  man- 
ner, that  hb  master  soon  raised  hb 
wages,  and  sought  every  opportu- 
nity of  promoting  his  interest :  in. 
deed  every  person  In  the  family  was 
pleased  with  the  decorum  that  ap- 
peared in  all  hb  behaviour ;  which 
was  laid  down  as  a  rule  of  conduct 
that  ought  to  be  observed  and  co- 
pied by  the  other  servants. 

By  an  even  and  steady  coune 
of  frugality  Powel  saved  money 
eaongh  to  embark  in  business  for 
himself;  and,  on  the  death  of  hb 
master,   ha  courted  the  sister  of 
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Mr.  Taylor  Barrow,  who  hdd  a 
place  of  some  iaportanoe  in  the 
Cwtom^lioiiie.  Mr.  Barrow,  ex. 
dusiire  of  his  place,  carried  on  a 
considerable  business;  and  Mr. 
Powel,  i»?ing  engaged  in  trade, 
was  a5  successful  as  the  most  san- 
guine of  his  friends  could  hare 
wished  him  to  be;  and,  in  general, 
was  looked  upon  to  be  a  joung 
man  in  a  thriring  way  of  business. 

In  fact,  he  was  soon  in  ?ery 
flourishing  circumstances,  and  his 
success  induced  hin,  contrary  to 
the  advice  of  his  friends,  to  take  a 
large  farm  a  few  miles  from  the  me- 
tropolb;  which  took  up  more  of 
hb  time  and  attention  than  it  can 
be  presumed  a  tradesman  could 
spare  from  his  business  ;  so .  that 
the  wonder  will  be  less  that  ruin 
should  ensue. 

Having  involved  himself  by  un. 
dertaking  too  many  concerns,  ho 
was  reduced  In  circumstances,  and 
determined  on  the  commission  of 
that  forgery  which  cost  him  his  life. 

His  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Taylor 
Barrow,  was  possessed  of  very  con- 
siderable property  in  the  East-India 
stock.  Powel  being  apprised  of 
this,  and  knowing  that  stock  bore 
a  very  high  price  at  that  time, 
forged  his  name  to  an  order  for  the 
selling  out  four  hundred  pounds. 

This  bcnng  done,  he  went  to  a 
cofiee-house,  and  inquired  for  k 
broker.  The  master  of  the  house 
recommended  him  to  a  Mr.  Portis, 
who  was  largely  concerned  in  the 
brokery  business.  Mr.  Portis,  be- 
ing sent  for,  attended  Powel  to  the 
East-India  House  in  Leadenhall 
Street,  where  the  latter  declared 
that  he  was  Taylor  Barrow,  the 
proprietor  of  the  stock,  which  he 
transferred  by  imitating  the  hand  of 
his  brother-in-law  with  so  much 
art,  that  no  suspicion  arose  of  the 
forgery. 

On  the  day  the  stock  was  trans- 


feried  Portiiaold  it  to  a  tliirdiKr- 
son,  and,  giving  the  prodnee  to 
Powel,  he  immedialriy  quitted  Us 
family,  and  went  into  Wales,  on  a 
visit  to  hU  reUUons. 

It  was  not  long  before  a  disco- 
very was  made  of  the  forgery,  and 
a  large  reward  was  ofiered  for  the 
apprrhensioo  of  Powel ;  but  Portis 
being  totally  unacquainted  with  his 
name,  and  none  of  bis  friesMb  or 
relations  conceiving  that  he  oould 
have  been  concerned  in  such  a 
transaction,  no  suspicion  of  his 
guilt  arose  for  a  considerable  timob 

In  the  mean  time  Portis  eserted 
his  utmost  diligence  to  discover  the 
offender;  but  all  his  cndeaTors 
proved  fruitless,  till  a  drcumstaaoey 
merely  accidental,  occasioaed  hn 
apprehension.  Powel  oootoued  in 
Wales  till  he  presumed  the  affair 
was  forgotten  in  Loodoa,  where 
he  was  received  in  the  most  affec- 
tionate manner  by  his  relations, 
who  had  no  idea  of  what  had  passed ; 
for,  if  they  had,  they  would  un- 
doubtedly have  advised  him  to  con- 
sult his  safety  in  flighL 

Powel  now  lived  on  Dowgaie 
Hill ;  and,  about  a  month  after  his 
return  to  London,  he  went  to 
Cheapside  on  business,  and  after 
that  to  Lombard  Street,  when  Mr. 
Portis  met  him  near  the  Post-offioe. 

Powel  happened  at  this  time  to 
be  dressed  in  the  same  clothes  that 
he  wore  when  the  forgery  was  com. 
mitted  ;.and  Mr.  Portis  Immediatrly 
recollected  his  person,  hut  was  un- 
willing to  take  him  into  custody 
till  he  was  fully  convinced  that  he 
was  not  mistaken  in  the  man. 
Powel,  observing  that  Portis  re- 
garded him  with  some  attention, 
turned  his  face  aside,  from  a  con- 
sciousness of  guilt,  and  to  prevent 
the  other  from  having  a' full  know« 
•  ledge  of  him. 

Mr.  Portis  passed  him,  bui  im- 
mediately turned  back,  and  took  a 


KWAPP  &  BALDWINV NEWGATE  CALENDAR.      461 


second,  and  afterwards  a  third  view 
of  him  ;  when,  no  doubt  remaining 
in  his  mind  that  he  was  the  real  of. 
fender,  he  took  him  by  the  arm, 
and  begged  him  to  accompany  him 
to  the  coffee-house  where  they  had 
first  met.  Powel  pretended  not  to 
ha?e  any  knowledge  of  the  other 
party ;  but  Portis  resolutely  insist, 
ing  that  he  should  go  with  him,  the 
latter  complied  with  as  much  grace 
as  he  could,  to  prcTent  any  dis- 
torbance  happening  in  the  street. 

They  no  sooner  got  to  the  cofTee- 
hooso  than  the  master  and  one  of 
the  waiters,  at  the  desire  of  Portis, 
paid  an  attentive  regard  to  Powd, 
aad  arerred  that  be  was  the  man 
who  had  asked  for  the  broker  to 
sell  the  stock. 

On  this  the  prisoner  was  taken 
before  the  sitting  alderman  at  Guild- 
hall, and,  his  person  being  positifely 
sworn  to,  the  magistrate  committed 
him  to  Newgate,  In  order  to  his 
being  tried  at  the  nezi  sessions  at 
the  Old  Bailey. 

When  the  trial  came  on  the  cul- 
prit produced  a  number  of  people 
to  proie  that  he  was  in  the  country 
at  the  time  the  forgery  was  com« 
mitted ;  but  the  jury,  not  being  sa- 
tisfied  with  their  testimony,  brought 
In  their  lerdict  thmt  he  was  guilty. 

When  he  was  taken  to  the  bar  to 
reoelTfl  sentence  of  death,  his  conn« 
sel  roofed  that  the  judgment  might 
be  postponed,  ^  on  account  of  some 
informalities  in  the  record;'  and 
the  Court,  e?er  attentive  to  the 
laws  of  humanity,  acceded  to  the 
motion. 

The  consequence  was,  that  In 
Michaelmas  term,  1771,  the -case 
was  learnedly  argued  before  the 
judges,  who  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  Powel  had  been  guilty 
of  the  forgery;  whereupon  sen- 
tence was  passed  that  he  should 
undergo  the  judgment  awarded  by 
law. 
After  condemnation  hb  belMTioar 


was  highly  proper  for  a  man  in  his 
unhappy  situation,  fie  was  earnest 
and  regular  in  his  deTOtions,  made 
every  prbper  preparation  for  death, 
and  resigned  himself  to  his  fate  with 
the  composure  that  became  a  Chris- 
tian, who  placed  his  hopes  on  a  bet- 
ter wojld  than  that,  to  a  longer  re- 
sidence in  which  he  had  forfeited- 
his  title. 

He  was  indulged  with  a  mourn* 
Ing-coach  to  the  place  of  ezeen- 
tion,  where  bis  conduct  was  such  as 
proTed  him  properly  affected  by  his 
situation.  He  appeared  sincere  and 
ardent  In  his  dcTotions ;  and  after 
he  was  turned  off*,  and  his  body  had 
hung  the  usual  time.  It  was  dell- 
fer^  to  his  friends  for  Interment. 

Robert  Powel  suffered  at  Ty. 
bum  on  the  9d  of  January,  1779. 

In  the  case  of  this  offender  we 
see  the  almost  absolute  ImposslW- 
lity  of  concealing  a  guilty  transac- 
tion. His  name  was  unknown  to 
Portis ;  hb  crime  was  a  secret  e?en 
from  his  relations ;  and  he  remain, 
ed  In  Wales  till  he  thought  the  af- 
fair  was  forgotten ;  yet  he  had  been 
but  a  short  time  in  London  before 
he  found  himself  in  Newgate  for 
the  commission  of  that  very  crime 
which  he  flattered  himself  had  been 
effectually  concealed ;  and  an  igno- 
minious death  followed. 

Mysterious  are  the  ways  of  Pro* 
Tidence,  and  past  finding  out  Who 
that  reads  thte  story  will  scruple  to 
admire  that  dl?ine  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice which  cannot  be  comprehended  ? 

If  Powel  could  have  been  con- 
tented with  his  situation  he  might 
haf 0  lived  in  credit  and  reputation.' 
The  keeping  of  farms  near  London 
has  been  the  ruin  of  many  a  trades-' 
man.  A  regular  attention  to  one 
branch  of  business  is  generally  pro- 
ductive of  more  profit  than  the  em- 
barking in  a  variety  of  schemes ; 
and  as  such  we  would  recommend 
it  to  all  our  readen  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  mercaofile 
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SAMUEL  ROBERTS  AND  THOMAS  BACCnUS, 


EXECUTED   FOR  COINING. 


The  first-mentioned  of  these  ma. 
lefictora  was  a  native  of  Shrews* 
bary.  He  was  descended  of  parents 
of  very  fair  character,  but  in  cir* 
camstanccs  rather  contracted :  how. 
erer,  they  ga?e  him  what  education 
was  in  their  power,  and  then  ap- 
prenticed him  to  a  baker. 

After  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  his  apprenticeship  he  repaired 
to  the  metropolis,  and  labored  as 
a  journeyman  with  different  masters 
for  a  considerable  time,  still  sup- 
porting the  character  of  an  indus- 
trious and  honest  man.  Some 
friends,  observing  tlie  goodness  of 
his  disposition,  advanced  him  mo- 
ney, with  which  lie  toolL  a  shop  in 
Gray*s  Inn  Lane,  and  met  with 
sneb  success  in  business  as  rewarded 
bif  assiduity. 

At  length,  very  unhappily  for 
himself,  he  became  aiNiuaintod  with 
the  father  of  fiacobus,  from  the 
casual  meeting  him  at  a  public 
house.  Soon  after  their  acquaint, 
anoe  the  old  man  advised  him  to 
remove  into  Southwark,  where  he 
said  an  excellent  house  and  shop 
offered  for  his  accommodation. 
Bobertt,  being  married,  and  having 
four  children,  listened  to  this  ad- 
vice, in  the  hope  of  making  a  bet- 
ter  provision  for  h'ls  family. 

A  very  short  time  after  his  resi- 
deoce  in  Southwark,  the  elder 
Bacchus  and  his  son,  with  some 
other  peof)le  who  were  coiners, 
told  Roberts  that  they  would  be 
ready  to  assist  him  with  money  on 
any  emergency.  It  happened  that, 
some  little  time  afterwards,  Roberts 
wanted  some  money  to  make  up 
a  bill  due  for  flour;  on  which  he 
mentioned  the  affair  to  the  elder 
Bacchus,  and  he  was  immediately 
furnished  with  the  requisite  sum. 

This  carcumstance  YiaA  not  \oiv% 
teken  plaee^   ^bcm  ftiA  ^oifuutt 


Bacchus  informed  Roberts  that  his 
father  was  out  of  town,  and  begged 
his  assbtance  in  coining,  on  the  con- 
dition of  which  he  should  be  amply 
supplied  with  such  money  as  he 
might  want. 

Roberts  hesitated  for  a  while  to 
comply  with  a  scheme  big  with  such 
evident  destruction ;  but,  the  pros- 
pect of  gain  becoming  at  length  t€H} 
strong  for  his  more  virtuous  reso. 
lutions,  he  fatally  consented,  and 
ruin  was  the  consequence.  The 
nature  of  the  partdersbip  (for  such 
It  may  be  deemed)  was  this :  Bac- 
chus was  generally  the  Immediate 
coiner  of  the  counterfeit  money, 
whidi  Roberts  put  off  to  nnsas- 
pecting  people.  Tliey  bad  imt. 
tated  a  variety  of  gold  and  rilver 
coin,  which  was  so  well  executed 
that  it  could  hardly  be  dbtlngubhed 
from  the  real  money  made  at  the 
Tower;  yet  the  adulteration  was 
so  great,  that,  In  many  pieces,  the 
intrinsic  value  was  not  a  foorUi  of 
the  nominal. 

Great  part  of  this  counterfeit 
money  was  put  off  at  countrjr  fairs, 
where  the  agents  employed  to  dis- 
pose  of  it  (for  there  were  others 
besides  Roberts)  appeared  at  bone- 
dealers,  and  found  several  country 
tradesmen  ready  enough  (o  traflic 
with  them  for  this  false  cofai. 

The  coiners  used  to  aeR  tblt  mo- 
ney  by  weight  to  the  countrymen, 
who  circulated  it  In  the  course  of 
their  connexions;  so  that  the  evil 
spread  wide,  to  the  Injury  of  many 
an  unfortunate  individual. 

In  the  interim  Bacchus  and  Ro- 
berts lived  in  a  very*  baudsome 
manner  on  the  profits  of  their  Ini- 
quitous trade.  Their  ncighbouis 
could  not  conceive  bow  they  pro- 
cured a  subsistence;  and  it  is  pos- 
sible that  they  might  have  continued 
Hkkm  ^iiK^cm^  %  vQtusMerable  time 
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Ioniser,  but  that  ooc  of  their  ac- 
complices gave  such  hintv  as  led  to 
the  ready  means  of  detecting  them. 

Some  constables  being  employed 
to  search  the  house,  they  found 
Bacchus,  with  all  the  implements 
proper  for  coining,  in  the  act  of 
making  counterfeit  money,  while 
Roberts  was  assisting  him  in  this 
unlawfol  transaction:  on  which 
both  the  parties  were  taken  into 
custody ;  and,  being  carried  before 
Sir  John  Fielding,  that  magistrate 
committed  them  to  Newgate. 

It  may  be  now  proper  to  men- 
tion  that  Bacchus  was  a  native  of 
the  town  of  Stafiford,  and  was,  at 
a  very  early  age,  initiated  into  the 
art  of  coining  by  his  father,  who 
seems  purposely  to  have  trained 
him  to  the  gallows.  The  younger 
Bacchus  never  followed  any  busi- 
ness but  coining,  except  occasion- 
ally dealing  in  smuggled  goods, 
when  he  happened  to  have  a  con» 
siderable  sum  of  money  in  his  pos- 
session. 

The  prisoners  remained  in  New- 
gate several  months  before  they  were 
brought  to  trial ;  but  at  length  they 
were  convicted  on  the  clearest  eri. 
dence,  and  Sentenced  to  die. 

The  behaviour  of  Roberts  after 
conviction  was  exceedingly  well 
adapted  to  his  unhappy  situation. 
He  was  regular  and  devout  in  his 
attendance  on  religious  duties,  em- 
ployed much  time  in  reading  books 
of  devotion,  and  was  regardful  of 
the  instructions  given  him  by  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate.  On  learn- 
ing that  the  warrant  for  his  exe- 
cution was  arrived  his  seriousness 
and  penitence  appeared  to  be  aug- 
mented, and  he  looked  forward  to 
eternity  in  the  humble  hope  of  the 
divine  pardon. 

Nor  was  the  l>ehMour  of  Bac- 
chus less  regular,  penitent,  and  de- 
Tout.  He  made  a  decent  prepara- 
tion  for  his  approaching  death. 
Th«  father  of  Bacchus  hiul  retired 


into  the  country^  whence  he  sent 
his  son  a  letter  after  condemnation, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

'  My  dear  child, — I  send  you 
these  few  lines  to  comfort  you :  i 
should  have  sent  yon  some  money 
before,  but  I  hope,  my  dear  child, 
you  will  forgiya  me,  as  you  hope  to 
be  forgiven  in  heaven.  There  jon 
will  find  a  better  Father  than  yon 
have  found  in  me.  Be  as  happy  as 
yon  can  :  you  arc  going  to  happi« 
ness,  and  leave  me  behind  to  be 
miserable.  I  hope  you  will  die 
happy,  because  you  know  you  are 
innocent  Thou  art  now  going — I 
shall  soon  follow  thee.  I  hope  you 
will  meet  your  dear  mother  in  hea- 
ven. As  we  shall  soon  part  in  this 
woHd,  may  my  prayers  be  heard 
for  you  in  heaven!  From  your 
loving  father  till  death, 

'  William  Bacchus* 

*  P.  S.  My  dear  love  to  Roberts  * 
and  tell  him,  if  it  should  be  in  my 
power  to  senre  bis  family,  I  will— ^ 
I  shall  think  it  a  pleuure.  Maf 
hearen  receive  yon  both  1* 

The  unhappy  conricts  reoeired 
the  holy  sacrament  on  the  morning 
of  execution,  and  behaved  in  a 
manner  suitable  to  their  calamitoni 
circumstances.  They  were  drawn 
to  the  gallows  on  a  sledge,  «i  ii 
usual  in  the  case  of  coiners.  They 
warned  the  multitude  not  to  foUoW 
their  evil  example^  and  acknow- 
ledged the  justice  of  that  sentence 
by  which  they  had  been  condemned 
to  an  ignominious  death* 

After  the  customary  oxercisea  of 
devotion  the  prisoners  nnderwentthe 
final  sentence  of  the  law ;  and,  whfen 
the  bodies  had  hung  the  time  pre*, 
scribed,  they  were  delivered  to  their 
relations^  in  order  that  they  might  be 
deposited  with  their  parent  earth. 

Samuel  Roberts  and  -Thomas 
Bacchus  were  hanged  at  Tybura, 
on  the  31st  of  May,  1772. 

In  the  course  of  these  Tolumes 
we  hare  had  freqnent  oeoasion  to 
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expatiate  on  the  caiet  of  coinert ; 
but  there  is  something  singular  iii 
the  affair  before  us.  We  see  that 
the  counterfeit  money  was  sold  by 
weight  to  people  in  the  country, 
who  could  be  mean  enough  to  make 
luch  purchases,  from  a? aricious  mo- 
tives ;  though  they  must  know  that 
their  neighbours  would^  be  ulti- 
mately  defrauded. 

The  younger  Bacchus,  though  a 
professed  coloer,  apiiears  to  ha?e 


been  in  some  measure  an  object  of 
pity.  His  father  had  trained  him  to 
the  business  from  his  early  youth  ; 
but  surely  that  father  ought  to  be 
the  general  object  of  execration. 
It  is  difficult  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
aggravated  guilt  of  that  man  who 
can  wilfully  train  his  own  child  to 
destruction.  The  paternal  and  the 
filial  duty  ought  to  be  mutual:  a 
failure  on  either  sideJs  usually  fatal 
to  the  happinessof  one  of  the  parties. 


JONATHAN  BRITAIN, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORGERY. 


This  malefactor  was  first  an 
errand-boy,  next  an  attorney's 
writer,  then  usher  to  an  academy, 
nest  a  soldier,  a^d  at  Itagth  (the 
end  of  all  such  restless  men)  a  cheat 
and  forger.  He  could  not  settle  to 
any  employ ;  and^wheD  he  had  com. 
mitted  crioies  which  he  well  knew 
affected  his  life,  he  tried  a  curiotts 
nethod  of  eradiog  justice,  which 
we  shall  folly  explain. 

Jonathan  Britain  was  born  near 
Thirsk,  in  the  county  of  York. 
His  parents  were  poor  people,  not 
able  to  give  him  a  liberal  education ; 
but  they  sent  him  to  school  for 
•one  time,  till  he  had  learned  to 
read  and  write,  and  had  made  him. 
•elf  master  of  the  common  rules  of 
arithmetic. 

His  parents  sent  him  to  York  to 
an  attorney,  whom  he  was  to  serre 
as  an  errand.boy ;  but  he  had  not 
been  long  in  this  station  before  his 
■Mttter  discorered  such  uncommon 
narks  of  genius  and  ability  in  him, 
that  he  articled  him  as  a  clerk|  and 
took  him  into  his  office. 

Happy  would  It  ha?e  been  for 
Britain  if  he  could  have  been  con. 
tented  in  this  creditable  situation ; 
but  an  Impatience  of  restraint  in- 
duced him  to  leave  a  master  who 
had  behaved  to  him  with  so  much 
dfillty. 

He  bad  not^  ho^e^eT)  \i«e\i  \oTi% 


out  of  place,  when  the  master  of  a 
public  school  employed  him  as  a 
teacher  of  the  mathematics,  for 
which  his  own  studies  had  qualified 
him ;  and  he  was  promoted  to  be 
principal  usher  in  the  school. 

In  this  situation  he  troa  as  rest- 
less as  in  the  former,  and  therefore 
quitted  it,  and  entered  at  a  soldier 
in  the  10th  regiment  of  dragoons. 

As  he  was  a  man  of  remarkably 
fine  appearance,  he  was  taken  great 
notice  of  by  his  officers,  who  paid 
such  attention  to  him  as  very  mnch 
flattered  his  vanity ;  and,  indncing 
him  to  rival  his  superiors  in  point 
of  expense,  his  drcnmstanoes  were 
soon  greatly  reduced,  and  he  had 
recourse  to  the  art  of  chicaoe  and 
knavery  to  support  hli  extrava. 
gance. 

In  these  reduced  drcouMtanoes 
he  committed  a  Tariety  of  frasda, 
most  of  them  of  so  ariOil  n  con« 
trivance  as  to  elude  all  poatibility 
of  detection. 

He  had  a  custom  of  introdncisig 
himself  into  the  company  of  parsons 
who  had  no  suspicion  of  deceit,  and 
then  he  would  so  far  inslnnatn  hiss- 
self  into  their  good  opinion  as  to 
take  undue  advantage  of  their  un- 
suspecting honesty. 

Redact  to  circumstances  of  great 
distress,  he  was  tempted  to  the  com. 
mS&w^ii  of  forgerj--a  crime  that 


RNAPP  &  BAU)WlN*i  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.      4«« 


scarcely  erer  lea? ei  0^  perpetrfttor 
oren  a  chance  of  escape^, 

Having  forged  teTeral  drafts^  he 
passed  them  at  Bristoly  and  then 
repaired  to  London,  in  fear  of  de> 
tection.  On  his  arriTal  In  the  me* 
tropolis  be  wrote  seteral  letters  to 
the  hing,  intimating  that  he  had 
t^n  concerned  in  setting  fire  to  the 
dock-yard  at  Portsmouth. 

No  regard  .being  paid  to  these 
letters  (o  his  majesty,  he  wrote  to 
the  lord^mayor,  declaring  that  be 
was  ready  to  surrender  himself)  and 
make  a  discovery  of  his  accom^ 
plices,  on  the  condition  that  his 
pardon  should  be  promised  in  an 
adfertisement  in  the  London  Ga* 
«9tte. 

At  length  a  pardon  to  any  a&t 
complice  was  advertised  in  the  Ga« 
zette;  on  which  Britain  went  to 
Reading  to  meet  his  ^ife,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  previous  agreement ; 
bnt  on  the  Tery  evening  of  his  ar- 
rival  in  that  town  he  offered  some 
forged  drafts  in  payment ;  the  con* 
sequence  of  which  was  that  be  was 
apprehended,  and  lodged  in  gaol. 

Duriog  his  imprisonment  at  Read- 
ing he  wrote  a  number  of  letters, 
which  he  contrived  to  transmit  to 
distant  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  the 
contents  of  which  intimated  that  he 
should  be  rescued,  and  many  per- 
sons gave  credit  to  the  insinoatioos 
contained  in  these  letters  ;  but  the 
whole  turned  oat  io  be  only  a 
species  of  fraud  and  forgery. 

Disappointed  in  this  scheme, 
JSritain  had  recourse  to  anotberi  if 
ppssible,  mor»  extraordinary.  He 
wrot^  leUors,  which  ha  caused  to 
be  inserted  in  somo  of  the  news- 
papers) io  whieh  he  charged  Lord 
Mansfield,  and  the  JBarIf  of  Halifax 
and  FauJeoabridge,  together  with 
other  persons  of  rank,  with  having 
been  bribed  by  the  court  of  France 
to  ^  encpyrage  the  setting  fire  to  the 
dock-yard  at  Portsmouth.' 

VOL.  fl. 


Improlvable  as  this  story  was, 
many  people  gave  a  temporary  at- 
tention to  it,  and  some  even  affected 
to  believe  it ;  but  it  was  too  absurd 
to  obtain  credit  for.  any  consider* 
able  time;  It  was  a  little  unlucky 
for  Britain's  device  that  he  charged 
Lord  Faulconbridge  with  beiogof 
the  Roman  Catholie  persuasion, 
though  the  contrary  was  known  to 
be  the  fact.  Tho  absurdity  of  this 
story  soon  caused  it  to  be  treated 
with  the  contempt  thai  it  deserved* 

At  the  next  assizes  for  the  county 
of  Berks  a  bill  of  indictment  for 
forgery  was  preferred  against  Etu 
tain,  but  thrown  out  by  the  grand 
jury,  on  what  they  considered  as 
defective  evidence;  and  his  dis- 
charge would  hate  ensqed  of  course^ 
bat  that  three  detainers  were  lodged 
against  him,  which  kept  him  In  pr}« 
son  at  Reading  till  he  was  removed 
to  Bristol  by  a  writ  of  habeas 
Corpus. 

Britain  was  now  visited  by  num- 
bers of  people,  who  from  motives 
of  curiosity  wished  io  inquire  into 
the  validity  of  the  tale  he  had  in- 
Tented  respecting  the  fire;  but  they 
could  make  no  satisfactory  disco- 
veries: they  saw  that  the  whole 
tale  was  a  lie ;  yet  they  contributed 
to  his  Immediate  support  in  a  man- 
ner so  liberal  as  to  do  honour  to 
their  humanity. 

On  the  commencement  of  the 
sessions  he  was  arraigned  on  several 
indictments  for  forgery ;  but,  being 
pat  to  the  bar,  he  refused  to  plead, 
and  held  in  his  hand  the  Gazette 
which  contained  the  otfef  of  par- 
don, insisting  that  he  had  '  given 
Information  against  his  aeeomplices 
who  had  set  fire  to  the  dock-yard 
at  PorUmouth/ 

On  this  he  was  intbrmed  by  the 
recorder  that  he  could  take  no 
notice  of  the  proclsmation  inserted 
in  the  Gazette;  but  Britain, Instead 
of  paying  attention  to  this  dedara- 
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tion,  throw  IheGaMtte  upon. the 
table  where  the  derk  sat,  and  de. 
dared  that  a  idieine  wai  formed  to 
deprive  him  of  life,  contrary  to  the 
doe  eoane  of  law. 

The  recorder  tbeo  mentioaed  a 
hile  act  of  parlianieot,  bj  which  he 
would  be  deemed  guiltj  if  he  re- 
futed to  plead  to  the  indictment : 
bat  the  magittratie  did  not  choose 
to  proceed  on  the  trial  withoat 
bdng  In  possession  of  the  act  in 
qoestlon ;  on  which  a  special  mes- 
senger was  sent  to  London,  to  pro- 
cure the  act  if  it  could  be  had  In 
print,  or  otherwise  to  bring  an  at- 
tested copy  of  it  from  the  Record- 
office. 

The  messenger  returning  with 
the  act  of  parliament  in  print  at 
the  end  of  two  days,  Britain  was 
again  brought  to  his  trial,  when  he 
pleaded  not  guilty  to  the  indict- 
ment. The  recorder  would  hare 
allowed  him  counsel,  but  he  refused 
all  such  kind  of  assistance,  and  de- 
termined to  plead  for  himself.  He 
cross-examined  the  witnesses  in  a 
manner  that  gare  sufficient  testi- 


mony of  his  abilities ;  bat  the  evi« 
dence  against  him  was  sack  as  not 
to  admit  of  a  doubt  of  hb  guilt;  in 
consequence  of  which  he  was  ca|^« 
tally  couTlctad,  and  sentenced  to 
die. 

Before  the  passing  of  the  dread- 
ful sentence  «f  the  law,  the  re. 
cofder  addressed  him  In  the  most 
IMthetic  terms.  Informed  him  that 
he  had  no  reason  to  expect  an  In- 
terposition of  the  royal  mercy,  and 
entreated  him  to  make  ereij  pot • 
sible  preparation  for  the  Ignomi- 
nious fate  that  awdted  him. 

After  this  unhappy  man  had  re- 
ceifed  sentence  of  death  he  seemed 
to  abandon  himsdf  to  despair,  and 
was,  in  all  respects,  in  a  most  hor- 
rid state  of  mind*;  yet  he  became  a 
penitent  before  the  day  of  his  exe- 
cution, which  took  place  at  Bristol, 
May  the  15th,  1773. 

'  The  weariest  and  most  loathed  worldly 

life 
That  age,  aclie,  penury*  imprisonment. 
Can  laj  on  nature,  it  a  paradise 
To  what  we  fear  of  death.* 

SRAKSPiaai. 


PETER  M«CLOUD, 

EXECUTED  FOR  nOUSXBBXAXING. 


This  ill-fated  youth  was  the  son 
of  a  poor  man  at  Shields,  near 
Newcastle,  who  brought  him  to 
liondon  while  he  was  .quite  a  child ; 
and  the  father  dying  in  a  short 
time  left  the  boy  to  the  care,  or, 
perhaps,  more  properly  speaking, 
to  the  neglect  of  his  mother,  who 
was  a  woman  of  rery  doubtful  cha- 
racter, and  said  to  encourage  young 
lads  in  the  practice  of  theft. 

M^Cloud  h|ui  been  connected 
with  a  lad  named  Younger,  who 
had  been  concerned  with  him  in  a 
Tariety  of  irregular  practices.  At 
length  M^Cloud  engaged  himself  on 
board  one  of  the  colliers  trading  to 
JWeir castle ;  and,  while  he  was  ab- 


sent. Younger  accused  his  mother 
of  hating  been  the  receif er  of  sto- 
len  goods,  the  consequence  of  which 
was  that  she  was  apprehended,  and 
brought  to  trial,  but  was  dlschaiged 
in  defect  of  CTidence. 
•  M'Cloud  returning  from  hu 
Toyage,  and  learning  In  what  man- 
ner his  mother  had  been  treated  by 
Younger,  he  made  the  most  solemn 
TOW  of  taking  fengeanee  on  hfas, 
whate? er  might  be  the  consequence 
of  such  a  proceeding. 

That  he  might  effect  the  rnin  of 
his  old  companion  in  iniquity,  ha 
surrendered  himself  to  a  magistrate, 
and  gafe  information  that  hlmsetf 
and  Younger  had  been  conoemed 
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in  «  robbery ;  on  which  the  latter 
was  soon  taJcen  into  costody,  and 
committed  to  Newgate,  M^Cioud 
being  admitted  an  evidence  for  the 
crown  against  his  presumed  accom^ 
places :  but  at  the  ensuing  sessions 
M^CIoud  was  incapable  of  gifing 
any  thing  like  eyidence  against  hb 
companion,  who  was  of  course  ac» 
quitted,  and  the  scheme  of  re? enge 
was  consequently  frustrated. 

It  is  no  less  astonishing  than 
true,  that,  notwithstanding  what 
had  passed,  these  young  fellows 
soon  renewed  their  former  con- 
nexion ;  so  that  whatefer  degree  of 
malice  might  haTC  harbored  in  the 
breast  of  M^CIond,  he  seemed  to 
hafe  forgotten  it  in  the  wish  to  re- 
commence his  depredations  on  the 
public  with  his  former  accomplice 
in  iniquity. 

They  now  joined,  with  fire  or 
six  other  boys,  in  the  practice  of 
picking  pockets,  in  which,  for  some 
time,  they  met  with  too  much  sue- 
cess ;  but  their  thefts  were  of  the 
lowest  kind,  being  principally  con- 
fined to  the  stealing  of  handker- 
chiefs, in  the  practice  of  which 
they  were  frequently  detected,  but 
dismissed  after  receivings  the  disci- 
pline of  the  horse-pond.  .  These 
young  thieves  were  harbored  at 
houses  of  ill  fame  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Saltpetre  Bank. 

One  would  have  imagined  that 
such  repeated  punishments  as  w^re 
Inflicted  on  these  boys  might  have 
deterred  them  from  continuing  their* 
iniquitous  practices:  M^Cloud  in 
particular  had  been  so  often  dragged 
through  horse-ponds,  and  exposed 
to  the  derision  of  the  public,  that 
he  seemed  to  have  lost  all  sense  of 
sAiame,  and  hb  paltry  gains  by  theft 
consoled  him  for  the  ignominy  that 
attended  it.  He  was  three  times 
trie4  at  the  Old  B^ey  for  different 
offences,  and  had  repeatedly  the 
good  fortune  to  cscapoi  which  ought 


to  have  warned  him  to  dbooodnva 
hb  depredations  on  the  public. 

At  length,  after  a  series  of  prac- 
tice in  the  picking  of  pockets,  the 
gang  of  young  villains  determined 
to  commence  housebreakers,  for 
which  they  were  qualified,  not  so 
much  by  their  strength  as  by  their 
artifice.  They  fnmbhed  themsdvei 
wijUi  a  variety  of  tools  proper  for 
the  wrenching  doors  and  window, 
shutters.  Occasionally  they  used 
to  climb  over  roofs^  enter  at  the 
garret  windows  of  honses;  and  de- 
scend to  the  lower  rooms  to  commit 
their  robberies;  and nt other  times 
they  would  enter  through  any  small' 
opening  that  had  l>een  casually  left 
unguarded.  When  one  or  two  of 
the  smallest  of  them  had  got  into  a 
house,  they  used  to  go  down  stairs, 
and  open  the  door  for  their  asso- 
ciates. Sometimes  only  a  part  of 
the  gang  went  in,  and  the  rest 
waited  to  prevent  detection  from 
ihe  arrival  of  any  casual  pas- 
senger. 

It  b  almost  incredible  to  think 
how  many  houses  were  robbed  of 
very  valuable  effects  by  thb  little 
confederacy  of  villains;  but  their 
depredations  were  chiefly  confined 
to  Ratcliffe  Highway  and  Its  neigh- 
bourhood, where  a  great  number  of 
persons  were  sufferers  by  their  vil- 
lainies. 

At  length  three  of  the  gang,  of 
whom  M^Cloud  was  one,  repaired 
to  PopIar>  where  they  broke  open 
the  house  of  Joseph  Ilankey,  Esq. 
in  the  dead  of  the  night.  The  fa- 
mily  were  all  asleep ;  but  the  bark- 
ing of  a  dog  awaking  one  of  the 
servants,  he  alarmed  the  resty  and 
begged  them  to  oppose  the  intru- 
ders. Two  of  the  thieves  made  aa 
immediate  escape;  but  M^Cloud 
was  apprehended,  and  lodged  in  tb6 
watch-house. 

On  the  following  day  ha  wat 
carried  before  a  magbtimte,  who 
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€CHiittftiled  hhm  (o  Nowgate ;  and  •! 
the  neil  sessiufii  bold  at  the  Okt 
Bm\ef  he  was  brought  to  trial,  ca- 
pitally con? icted,  and  sentenced  to 
dle.« 

For  toaie  tine  after  ooDfictioii 
M^CIoud  appeafcd  hardened  In  a 
▼try  high  degree,  nor  paid  any  at^ 
ftantloii  to  Che  6ihorlations  of  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate;  hot,  when 
ha  learnt  that  he  waa  one  of  the 
eoBficIs  ordered  for  olecution,  a 
total  alleraiion  was  fiiiblo  in  the 
wliole  of  hi«  aandoct  and  bcha floor. 
lie  apolegiacd  to  the  Ordinary  for 
Hie  inditfereneo  wi(h  whi<lh  he  had 
heretofore  treatHl  htm.  It  hafK. 
jieiied  at  this  time  that  Yoanger 
was  In  Newgate  imddr  sdntenco  of 
tramportation ;  and  M'Cloud,  tend. 
iDg  for  hi»,  begged  his  patduti  for 
the  injery  that  ho  had  formerly  at« 
fMopted. 

The  enhappy  confict  continued 
in  a  serious  disposition  fur  the  re- 
maiiidor  of  hiv  life;  and  on  the 
morning  of  his  death  he  rccclfcd 
the  sacfament,  In  company  with 
the  other  malefactors  who  were  (o 
die  with  him. 

When  he  ar^ifcd  at  the  fatal 
tree)  he  requested  a  person  to  Iveg 
that  his  mother  would  not  unrea- 


sofMibly  grieve  at  his  deatl^^  as  lie 
had  hopes  that  he  waa  departing  to 
Hie  regions  of  eternal  glory* 

Peter  M'Cload  suffered  at  Ty. 
barn  on  the  97  th  of  May,  1779. 

There  is  aoaiethiag  very  ahocking 
in  the  rerenge  of  M^CIoud,  wliioh 
ooeld  instigate  him  to  twear  against 
Younger  a  fact  that  was  nerer  eom^ 
mttted  ;  bet  there  ia^  if  possible,  a 
still  greater  deprarity  of  heart  e? i« 
denoed  in  his  joiaing  his  fonner  ac- 
complice)  the  rery  one  whoee  life  be 
had  so  lately  attempted  fo  tnkenwny« 
Let  ns  hope  that  this  nmlcfactar 
old  as  he  was  in  sin,  yet  ytung 
in  yearsy  may  hare  mot  wltls  tbi^ 
mercy,  the  hope  of  wbiell  seamtd  to 
inspire  bis  clepartsnf  nMMneistt :  bnt 
lei  no  one  be  tempted  to  Hollow  bit 
example ;  letyonng  peoprto.  In  f»r. 
ticular,  learn  that  the  slightest  de» 
▼la(ion  from  the  path  of  dnty  may 
lead  to  the  most  ignomlaioas  fate: 
but  lot  not  this  be  the  qmfy  eonsi. 
deration;  let  them  oonsidet  that 
there  is  more  of  erlainality  •  in 
breaking  the  laws  of  God  ihan  in 
infringing  those  that  are  merely  of 
human  Institution ;  and  asay  they 
regulate  their  conduct  by  the  in* 
ferencos  they  wHI  draw  from  tbeao 
considerations ! 


■*b 


ai.ii 


JOSEPH  GUYANT  AND  JOSEPH  ALLPRESS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  ROBBING  THE  MAIL. 

TiJE  first-mcntionod  of  these  of*  Qaitting  the  ooenty  of  EsaoE,  he 
fenders  was  a  natire  of  Essei,  de-  repaired  to  Edmonton,  near  Lon- 
sQcnded  from  honest  but  poor  pa«  ^on,  where  he  married,  and  com* 
rents,  who  gave  him  as  good  an     mended  business  on  hie  own  nc- 

count«  For  a  considerable  tiao  he 
was  as  succosstfttl  in  trade  aa  conld 
be  reasonably  expeeted|  bnt  at 
length  sustained  a  loei  to  wIMi  be 
attributed  all  his  future  ailsfortnnat. 
Gnyant,  having  been  ont  reeeir- 


cducation  as  consisted  with  their 
circumstances,  and  then  bound  htm 
apprentice  to  a  smith,  with  whom 
he  serred  his  time  with  fidelity, 
after  which  he  labored  as  a  jour- 
neyman  In  his  own  profession. 


^  tt  has  been  thought  hard,  by  some  perMns,  that  the  mere  breakbg  into  a  I*.ojm 
whence  nothing  is  stolen  should  cost  a  man  his  life  ;  but  it  ought  to  be  considete^  iftlat 
tiM  intent,  in  the  eye  of  reason,  constitutes  ihe  crime ;  that  tbe  man  who  breaha  a 
meBiii  to  r«b  it  *,  and  ihml  iha  v^ii\ihnecit  thoald  foUow  ef  coarse. 
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i»g  raonejr  frgm  ierenU  peopl#  who 
employcid  bkn,  was  ftop(>ed  oo  Wis 
return  to  his  owo  hoose  by  two 
footpafU,  w  bo  robbed  him  of  above 
sixty  pounds,  aod  tboo  bound  him 
tfO  a  troe.  This  Lose  was  a  matter 
of  great  importance  to  him  ;  but  it 
vas  rooch  aggravated  by  the  coaae- 
quences  that  followed  it:  for,  as 
the  robbery  happened^  in  tha  day 
time,  he  was  advised  io  sue  tibc 
county,  to  iodemaify  him  for  the 
Joss ;  but,  failing  to  adduce  the  ne- 
cessary proofs,  he  lost  his  suit,  and 
was  involved  in  still  f«rihey  dift^ 
cutties  by  the  consequence* 

The  expense  of  the  snit  being 
oonsider able,  6uya«t  was  arcested, 
and  soiight  iefoge  -io  a  prison. 
In  conseqnenoe  of  a  aabscriptioo 
among  his  fdeads,  be  remoffed  him- 
self to  the  Fleet,  where  he  con- 
tinaed  till  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
iasolwent  jdebtors  enabled  him  to 
obtain  his  liberty. 

He  had  at  this  time  a  family 
ivhich  was  in  want  of  the  neces- 
SMies  of  life ;  bat,  during  his  im- 
prisomnent,  be  had  acqnirod  such  a 
Jiabit  of  idleness  that  he  was  still 
iess  disposed  to  provide  for  them 
tthaa  before.  It  win  be  aow  ,pro. 
per  that  we  say  something  of  Joseph 
A 11  press,  the  person  coneeraed  with 
Gayant  in  robhing  the  mail. 

Allpress  was  a  native  of  St.  Ives, 
in  Huntingdonshire,  aod,  like  his 
accomplice,  had  servtd  his  appren. 
liceship  to  a  smith.  After  his  time 
was  expired  he  labored  a  consf- 
derable  time  in  draiaing  the  fens  in 
the  Ideof  Ely ;  jnd  then  his  ill  for- 
tune led  him  to  Edaionton,  where 
he  contracted  an  acquaintance  with 
iGujrant,  which  ended  in  the  most 
Cital  consequences ;  for  Guyant, 
baring  now  lost  all  relish  for  a  life 
of  industry,  persuaded  the  other  to 
ibe  concerned  with  him  in  deer- 
stealing. 

This  proposal  was  but  too  well 
relished  by  Allpress,  who,  without 


reOfltctlog  on  the  daogeroos  AsbA- 
ency  of  such  a  practice,  embarfcad 
ia  the  scheme  with  Guyant,  and 
they  robbed  the  parks  of  several 
genllemeo  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Encouraged  by  what  they  deemed 
success,  because  they  remained  un- 
detected, th^  broke  into  the  charch 
at  Edmonton,  and  carried  off  soaie 
of  the  comnuinioo  plate ;  but  it  was 
not  kuown  who  were  the  oibodars 
till  after  they  were  convicted  ^f 
robbing  the  mail. 

A  itery  little  time  had  passed 
after  the  sacrilege,  when  Gayaat 
proposed  to  Allpress  the  €stal 
scheme  which  ended  in  the  de- 
simction  of  them  both ;  iotkaatiag, 
at  the  same  time,  that  their  Ibrtiiaes 
might  be  made  by  tte  pattkig  off 
the  honk-notoi.  Allpress  dedased 
that  he  had  oaver  sosa  a  ba»k.iiolB 
In  his4il«,  and  eoafessed  that  he  was 
verysUiterate;  but,  Oferboroe  bf 
the  persuasions  of  4he  odher,  he  at 
length  agreed  to  be  oooqiraed  in 
robbing  the  mail* 

This  shocking  reeohition  haiag 
made,  they  lost  mo  4inie  la  the  at- 
tempt  to  carry  ii  into  exacotimi, 
the  irst  step  to  ^ich  ^ras  the  pre- 
paring an  aae,  hardpiMid  to  such  a 
degree  as  |p  cut  if  op. 

ilavsag  thus  resolved  on  their 
phin«  they  waited  in  the  road,  at  a 
place  called  HoundsAekl,  lor  fthe 
ardval  oi  the  aorlfcern  mail*  At 
length  •the  post-boy  ardaed,  and 
had  with  him  a  person  named  John 
Thomas,*  to  whom  he  had  4;ifan  a 
lift  on  the  road.  Guyant  stof^pad 
the  horses  of  the  niaU^caatt  and 
thseatened  instaut  dsatmatiaa  to 
Thomas  and  the  driverv  iinkss  thay 
immediately  got  dauMi# 

This  ibieat  was  too  terrible  not 
to  be  complied  with ;  on  whieh  Ae 
.post-hoy  was  ordered  to  driae  his 
carriage  into  an  adjacent  ficbl.,  and 
Thomas  was  compelled  to  attend 
him*  The  rpbbers  now  bound  the 
other  parties  i»  |i  trefi,  aud  then 
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deoMMiAed  the  key  of  the  mail-cart ; 
but,  findiog  that  it  was  not  in  pot- 
session  of  the  driver,  they  took  the 
cart  across  the  field,  broke  it  open 
with  their  axe,  and  then  took  out 
some  of  the  bags,  and  buried  a 
number  of  the  notes  in  the  earth.* 

The  drif  er  of  the  maiLcart,  and 
his  companion,  remained  bound  to 
the  tree  till  rooming,  when  the  iat. 
ter  happily  freed  himself,  and  then 
gate  liberty  to  the  other. 

On  searching  for  the  horses,  they 
foond  them  grazing  in  the  fields  and 
diseof ered  that  the  cart  had  been 
broken  as  abo? e  mentioned.  The 
post-boy  instantly  drove  to  London, 
and  gaTe  proper  notice  of  the  injury 
that  had  been  done. 

The  secretary  of  the  General 
Post-office  immediately  advertised  a 
reward  of  two  hundred  pounds  for 
the  discovery  of  the  oflfenders ;  but 
nothing  transpired  for  some  months, 
till  at  length  Allpress  ventured  to 
Londoo,  to  procure  the  acceptance 
of  some  of  the  stolen  drafts ;  the 
worst  scheme  that  could  possibly 
bave  been  devised:  for,  the  pay- 
ment of  these  drafts  being  previ. 
onsly  stopped,  Allpress  was  taken 
Into  custody;  and,  being  carried 
before  Sir  John  Fidding,  he  imme- 
diately confessed  the  fact,  on  which 
he  was  committed  to  prison,  and 
some  officers  of  justice  sen  t  in  search 
of  Guyant,  who  soon  found  him, 
and  discovered  several  bags  in  a 
yaid  behind  his.  housei  in  which 
were  a  number  of  letters  which  had 
been  stolen  from  the  mall. 

Both  ofleoders  were  lodged  in 
Tothill  Fields'  Bridewell,  and  at 
the  proper  time  remoTed  to  New. 
gate,  in  preparation  for  their  trials 
at  the  Old  Bailey;  where  they 
were  convicted  on  the  fullest  evl- 
dence,  and  received  sentence  of 
death. 


After  conviction,  and  indeed 
long  before  it,  they  exhibited  the 
truest  penitence  that  perhaps  was 
ever  observed  by  illiterate  men  in 
their  unhappy  situation.  They 
were  exceedingly  attentive  to  the 
instructions  of  the  Ordinary  of 
Newgate,  and  made  the  dcTontest 
preparations  for  their  fatal  exit. 

On  the  morning  of  execution 
they  received  the  sacrament  with 
every  mark  of  the  sincerest  contri* 
tion,  and  made  a  solemn  declanu 
tlon  of  their  hope  of  eternal  bliss 
through  the  merits  of  the  Redeemer 
of  mankind. 

On  their  way  to  the  plaee  of 
execution  they  behaved  with  the 
utmost  decency,  and,  when  arrived 
at  the  fatal  spot,  Guyant  was  to 
weak  that  it  was  neoessary  for  two 
men  to  support  hin  while  the  exe- 
cutioner  fixed  the  halter  tosmd  hn 
neck ;  y^  he  was  fenrent  In  his  de- 
votions, notwithstanding  hb  weak- 
ness. 

Both  the  malefactors  begged  the 
spectators  to  take  warning  by  their 
fatal  exit,  and,  having  finiahcil  tteir 
devotions,  sufiered  the  eenlenci  of 
the  law  ;  after  which  Ibeir  bodies 
were  cut  down,  and  cnrrfad  to 
Finchley  Common,  wbcvn  they 
were  hung  in  chains.  ~ 

Joseph  Guyant  and  Joseph' 'All- 
press  were  hanged  at  Tybiini  on 
the  8th  of  July,  1779. 

In  the  case  of  the  maMhdors 
before  us  we  see  a  remarfcajle  in- 
stance of  the  progression  nntnea  of 
Tice.  Guyant  ami  Allprcssi  were 
first  dcer-stealers,  then  gnBff  of 
sacrilege,  and  at  lengtb  vcntnrcd 
on  the  horrid  plan  of  robbing  the 
mail.  Those  who  do  not  see,  in 
this  instance,  the  absurdity  of  en- 
coaraging  the  first  emotions  to  tIcc, 
will  not  be  convinced  by  any  argu- 
ments that  we  can  offer.    We  shalh. 


*  Thii  cireomstmnce  fint  appeared  on  the  examination  of  the  piisonen  at  Sir  John 
l>klding'a»  wheu  tbe  ^iittt  ol  v\)\%  acco^ixx.  ^«i^x«m^^^  andiaw  the  notes,  ditcolorrd 
bj  lying  in  tht  ground. 
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■^Mreforc,  drop  the  lubject,  to  make 
r  •  remark  which  is  new  in  a  work 
or  this  kind. 

When  these  unhappy  men  were 

I  naminotl   at  the   public   ofGco    in 

low  Street,  there  appeared  a  de- 

I  grcc  of  contrition  in   their  coun. 

I  tenancei  and    behaviour,    that  no 

I  language  can  duicribe.     They  to- 

L  liciled  it  as  a  TaTour  of  Sir  John 

I  Fielding  that  thej  might  be  tc-com. 

I  tnillcd  toTothill  Fiold*'  Bridewell ; 

■Ileging  as  a  reason,  that  the  devo. 

tioDs  at  that  pUcc  were  moru  re- 

fularlf  performed   than    at    other 

ptiions ;   and    this    we  hare  good 

[   reason  to  believe  to  be  the   fact. 

kJThc  goTernar  of  thai  prison  h  a 

yreligiaus  man,  and  laudably  exerts 

himself  in  (he  inttruction  and  cdifi. 


cation  of  the  unhappy  people  who 
fall  under  his  care.  This  is  a  rare 
intliiicc,  which  cannot  be  sulTi. 
ciently  applauded ;  and  wc  trust 
that  Mr.  Smith  (the  goTcrnor)  will 
pardon  the  liberty  wc  hare  now 
taken*  in  mentioning  his  name  on 
an  occasion  which  is  intended,  and 
ought,  to  do  him  honour. 

Happy  would  it  be  if  o»ery 
keeper  of  a  prison  was  equally 
Eealous  to  promote  thaeCcrnftI  wel- 
fare of  the  unhappy  persons  com- 
mitted to  hii  rare.  But,  while  we 
say  this,  wc  must  in  common  justice 
remark,  that  the  prisons  through- 
out England  were  never  msnagoil 
with  a  stricter  regard  to  the  laws 
of  decency  and  regularity  than  at 
present. 
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b«  approached  nearly  to  maohood, 
when  he  repaired  to  f^ondon,  and 
lived  in  the  service  uf  iliflc-rciit  per- 
sons in  qualiiy  of  a  footman. 

By  an  attention  to  the  rules  of 
frugality  he  bccan.e  |)Ossetscd  of  a 
»um  of  money,  ten  guineas  of  which 
he  g.iTe  to  a  person  to  instruct  him 
in  the  art  of  a  <;nn«mith ;  and, 
having  acquired  the  knowledge  of 
the  art,  he  for  some  time  labored 
industriously  to  support  himself  ^ 
but,  getting  into  bad  compjny,  he 
was  prevailed  on  to  commence  the 
dangerous  practice  of  housebreak- 
ing. Becoming,  at  length,  too  well 
known  in  London,  he  was  afraid 
of  being  discovered,  and  therefore 
repaired  to  Bristol,  to  commit  his 
depredations  in  that  city. 

Soon  after  he  arrived  at  Bristol 
he  broke  into  the  house  of  a  watch, 
maker,  and  carried  off  effects  to  the 
amonnt  of  one  hundred  and  6ftj 
poondi.  These  he  conveyed  to 
London,  where  he  disposed  of 
them,  and  with  the  produce  took 
a  public  house  in  Princes  Street, 
Drftry  f^ne ;  but,  no  success  at- 
tendrng  hhn  In  this  situation,  bo 
quitted  business,  and  recommenoed 
the  pracffce  of  housebreaking, 
which  ended  in  hh  destruction,  w 
Hll  be  iwen  in  ttie  course  of  this 
nftmtivft, 

Ahworth  (the  other  criniiit]) 
WIS  a  fifetire  of  Krmingham,  and 
folio iM  the  profession  of  gnn- 
malEfiiir*  A(t«r  pnictuing  his  trade 
sdmVne,  he  repaired  to  London^ 
and,  VtoHstiiig  in  the  army,  became 
M  dniBBKr  in  the  8dth  regiment 
of  foot  He  served  in  Portugal 
during  the  last  war.  in  the  reign  of 
King  George  IL  and  was  likewise 
present  at  the  siege  of  Bell t isle ; 
but  uhcn  the  peace  came  on  he  re- 
turned to  his  original  profession. 

During  his  military  life  his  be- 
haviour was  consistent  with  his 
duty.  On  his  return  to  England 
he  marritd  a  young  womau,  ^ho 


bore  him  two  children ;  but,  liap« 
pening  to  become  acquainted  with 
Adshead,  his  ruin  soon  followed. 
These  men  were  frequently  io  com- 
pany; and  Alsworth,  observing 
that  Adshead  dressed  in  a  style  ci 
gentility  which  he  presumed  to  be 
above  his  circumstances,  aslied  how 
he  afforded  to  make  such  an  ap* 
I^earance;  to  which  the  other  re- 
plied, that  an  uncle,  who  was  lately 
dead,  had  left  him  several  artidei 
of  considerable  value. 

Their  intimacy  now  daily  in- 
creased ;  and  Alsworth'a  children 
being  indisposed,  and  himself  defi- 
cient of  employment,  he  asked  the 
other  to  lend  him  three  or  four 
guineas,  which  he  woald  not  faH 
to  return  on  a  happier  change  In 
his  circumstances. 

Adshead  said  that  he  was  n6t 
then  in  possession  of  so  much  mo- 
ney ;  but,  if  the  other  would  take 
his  advice,  he  would  Instruct  irim 
how  to  '  obtain  a  hundred  pounds 
in  an  hour.' 

Alsworth  thought  he  spoke  jeit- 
ingly,  but  begged  to  know  his  Mri 
meaning  ;  on  which  the  other  con- 
fessed that  he  subsisted  by  bonK- 
breaking,  and  invited  hb  aoqnaiDU 
ance  to  come  to  his  lodgings  tbnl 
evening.  This  invitation  was* 
plied  with,  a  copartnership  in 
quitj  wm  agreed  on,  and  they 
mittcd  several  bvlgtaHrles :  bnC  fkA 
of  whioh  we  are  nmr  about  la  «i^ 
lale  fbe  partioulan,  brought  Ante 
to  their  Altai  end. 

About  dtie  o'cfock  in  the  Mm* 
ing  of  die  18th  of  Hay,  W1% 
they  broke  into  the  house 'dt  Ikn^ 
Bellamy,  a  widow  Mj,  bi  M«#- 
man  Street,  Oxford  Road,  whence 
they  carried  off  silk,  wearing  ap. 
parcl,  and  other  effects,  to  a  con- 
siderable amount. 

They  packed  the  goods  in  two 
parcels,  and  proceeded  towards 
Tottenham  Court  Road,  where  they 
were  observed  by  two  watchmen. 
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who  followed  Utein  loward«  Roisell 
Street,  Bloomsbury,  where  they 
were  noticed  by  another  watchman, 
belonging  to  the  parish  of  St.  Giles, 
who  seized  on  Alsworth  ;  on  w  hich 
the  other  threw  down  his  parcel 
and  ran  off,  bat  was  soon  taken 
into  castody. 

Being  coaTeyed  to  the  watch- 
house,  they  were  searched  by  tbe 
constable  of  the  night,  who  like, 
wise  examined  the  parcels  of  stolea 
goods.  On  the  following  morniJig 
they  were  carried  before  Justice 
Cox,  to  whom  they  asserted  that 
the  things  were  their  own  pro» 
perty,  and  that  they  wore  rerooT* 
Mg  them  from  their  lodgii^^  to 
prevent  their  landlord  seising  on 
them  for  rent. 

This  story  did  not  seem  to  be  at 
all  plausible ;  and,  as  they  refused 
to  gi?c  an  account  of  their  place  of 
residence,  a  welUgrooDded  suspl- 
don  arose  that  they  were  HiieTes  ; 
on  which  they  were  committed  for 
re-examtnation,  when  the  persows 
who  had  been  robbed  could  be 
found. 

When  Mn.  Bellamy's  family 
arose  in  the  morning,  the  serrvsiits 
discofered  that  the  house  had  bee» 
Tobfbed,  as  abo? e  mentioned,  tteve. 
tfpon  band-bills  were  instantly  print, 
ed,*  and  circulated  through  Lon. 
don  ;  the  consequence  of  which  was 
that  Justice  Colt  sent  for  Mrs.  Bel. 
lamy  and  her  serrantsy  and,  the  pri. 
•oners  being  brought  to  a  re.exa* 
mlnation,  the  stolon  effects  were 
identified,  and  the  two  men  were 
comndttcd  to  Newgatis  for  trial. 

At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey  in  the  month  of  June,  177^9 


the  prisoners  were  indicted  for 
breaking  andent^^ing  the  dwelling, 
house  of  Mary  Bellamy,  widow, 
and  stealing  a  gauze  sack  and  petti. 
coat,  with  silk  and  gold  flowers, 
three  silk  sacks  and  pett^ats,  % 
brocaded  silk  night.gown»  a  chased 
gold  outside  watch.case,  and  a  vi^ 
riety  of  other  valuable  articles,  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Bellamy  and  her 
daughter. 

Adsliead  pleaded  guilty  to  the 
iiidictme»l,  ^eggiag  for  mercy  ao 
account  of  his  youth ;  and  the  evU 
dence  against  his  accomplice  was 
so  concTusire,  that  tiw  jury  could 
not  hesitate  to  convict  himl;  in  con. 
sp^e4ico  of  which  they  both  re. 
oeived  sentence  of  death. 

After  conviction  their  behnrioar 
was  very  various.  On  some  occa. 
sions  they  appeared  hardened  in  a 
very  high  degree,  and  at  others 
were  free  to  confess  the  crime  of 
which  they  had  been  guilty ;  but, 
when  they  found  that  their  names 
were  included  in  the  warrant  for 
execution,  their  behaviour  wnsmore 
■regular,  oonsbtent,  and  penitent; 
and  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate, 
foiining  a  favorabte  opinion  of  their 
^cerity,  administered  the  sacns* 
ment  to  them,  and  gave  them  snok 
advice  as  he  deessed  prcrper  in  tbeir 
unhappy  situation:  he  cavtiOMd 
them  not  to  Imst  to  their  own  pe^ 
Bitence,  but  to  rely  on  the  merits 
of  Christ  for  eternal  salvation* 

On  the  day  appointed  for  their 
execution  the  Ordinary  attesdsd 
them  early  in  the  rooiynag)  renewed 
bis  good  advice,  and  besought  them 
to  fix  their  minds  oh  «  better  world 
than  that  ta  which  they  were  so 


*  The  immediate  circulation  of  hand-bills  is  the  readiest  method  of  detecting  thieves. 
This  has  been  proved  in  a  thousand  mstances  that  have  occurred  at  the  public  office  in 
Bo\v  Street.  Thieves  generally  carry  stolen  goods  immediately  to  the  pawhbrokefB; 
but,  when  they  do  uot«  the  bills  frequently  fall  into  the  bands  of  peace-officers,  and  a 
discovery  follows  of  course. 
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toon  to  bid  a  fiaaladlM.  Qo  being 
put  iato  tiie  cart  they  shed  manj 
tears,  and  lifted  op  their  eyes  to 
heaven  in  the  hope  of  that  mercy 
wlience  alone,  in  their  situation,  it 
could  be  expected. 

At  the  fatal  tree  they  confetted 
-that  they  were  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  which  they  had  been  con? icted, 
and  cautioned  their  auditors  ne? cr  to 
be  guilty  of  a  similar  violation  of  the 
laws  of  justice.  An  immense  con. 
course  of  people  attended  thb  exe- 
cation ;  and,  when  the  bodies  bad 
bung  the  usual  time,  they  were  de- 
livered to  the  friends  of  tiie  de. 
ceased,  in  order  for  taterment. 

John  Adsbead  and  Benjamin 
Alsworth  sttflered  at  Tyburn  on  the 
Ml  of  Jaly^  1772. 


The  reflections  arising  from  the 
case  of  these  men  can  bat  little  de- 
viate from  those  we  have  made  on 
that  of  former  housebreakers ;  bat 
we  see  that  a  copartnership  in  iaU 
quity  is  no  bar  to  the  Inevitdile 
consequences  of  guilt.  AdsVead*s 
confession  of  his  crime  aoMMinted  to 
little  less  than  an  aocataiion  of  his 
accomplice,  since  Cbey  were  both 
taken  into  castody  almost  immedi- 
ately after  the  commiasioa  of  the 
Act. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  whole 
matter,  it  will  appear  evident  that 
nothing  can  so  c^ectuallj  secare 
our  peace  of  mind  as  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  the  laws  of  honesty,  and 
a  regular  and  constaat  attendance 
on  the  duties  of  religion. 


WILLIAM  GRIFFITHS, 

BXSCUTED  POa  U10HWAT  ROBBBRT. 


Thb  person  robbed  in  this  case 
was  the  celebrated  and  unfortunate 
Dr.  Dodd,  whon^,  a  few  years  af- 
terwards. Fate  decreed  to  be  hanged 
at  the  very  spot  where  Griffiths 
suffered. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  divine, 
M  the  trial  of  tins  UMlefactor,  as, 
indeed,  in  many  other  instances, 
evinced  a  mind  that,  it  would  have 
been  conceived,  could  never  prompt 
him  to  the  commission  of  a  crime 
which  he  well  knew  was  punbhed 
with  death. 

His  fate,  indeed,  gives  an  addi- 
tional proof  that  perfection  cannot 
be  found  in  man. 

William  Griffiths  was  a  native  of 
Shropshire,  and  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  husbandry  till  he  had  at- 
tained his  eighteenth  year,  when  he 
engaged  in  a  naval  life,  and  re- 
mained near  three  years  in  the  East 
Indies.  The  ship  was  paid  off  on 
his  return  to  England ;  and  Grif- 
fiths, receifing  a  considerable  sum 


for  wages,  spent  bis  money,  as 
sailors  too  generally  do,  in  no  very 
reputable  company,  at  public  houses 
in  Wapping,  and  adjacent  parts. 

By  his  connexions  with  men  and 
women  of  abandoned  character  his 
money  was  toon  spent,  and  he  lie- 
^an  to  thkilL  of  fotag  to  sea  for  a 
sapply ;  and  happy  might  it  have 
been  for  him  if  he  had  done  so :  iHit 
David  Evans  and  Timothy  John, 
son,  two  of  nu  newly  acquired 
associates,  and  men  of  very  aban- 
doned character,  advised  him  to  be 
concerned  with  them  In  committing 
robberies  on  the  highway ;  and  this 
triple  association  of  thieves  did  ac- 
tually commit  a  variety  of  depreda- 
tions on  the  public,  treating  those 
they  attacked  with  great  inhuma- 
nity, but  iievcr  obtaining  any  thing 
considerable  by  their  lawless  pur- 
suits. 

One  of  their  robberies  was  the 
following:  —  Having  strolled  into 
the  fields  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
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London,  they  wandered  about  till 
near  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
when  thej  stopped  a  tingle-horse 
chaise,  in  which  were  a  Mrs.  Con. 
•table,  the  wife  of  a  surgeon  of 
Higbgate,  and  her  servant-maid. 
Mrs.  Constable  was  drlTing  the 
chaise ;  and  the  robbers  had  no 
sooner  ordered  them  t6  stop  than 
one  of  them  fired  a  pistol,  the  ball 
from  which  touched  the  clothes  of 
the  parties,  but  did  not  do  any  far. 
ther  mischief.  Mrs.  Constable  was 
greatly  terrified,  and  gare  them 
what  money  she  had  in  her  purse ; 
yet,  not  content  with  this,  they 
searched  her  pocketi,  and  took  out 
some  other  articles ;  but,  a  carriage 
coming  up  at  theiime,  they  ran  off 
with  the  utmost  precipitation. 

They  were  taken  Into  custody 
for  thU  offence  within  a  very  few 
days,  and  conducted  to  Sir  John 
Fielding's  ^Moe  in  Bow  Street, 
where  Efans  was  admitted  an  evi- 
dence against  hb  accompRcat.  He 
deposed  positively  to  the  fact,  md 
signed  the  information  which  he 
had  given  against  them ;  yetj  when 
they  were  brought  to  trial  at  the 
ensuing  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
he  absolutely  denied  all  tliathe  had 
previously  asserted,  declaring  that 
neither  Johnson  nor  Griffiths  were 
in  hb  company  at  the  time  of  the 
commbsion  of  the  robbery. 

On  thb  testimony  it  wit  abso- 
lutely necessaiy  for  the  jury  to  ac- 
quit the  prisonert ;  but  £van9  was 
told  from  the  Bench  that  he  bad 
behaved  in  a  roost  scaodaloni  man- 
ner, and  was  ordered  back  to  New- 
gate, to  take  hb  trial  for  peijafj. 

Griffiths  had  no  sonaer  eiperi- 
enced  thb  narrow  escape  from  the 
most  ignominious  death  than  he  re- 
turned to  the  company  of  several 
of  hb  old  acquaintance,  who  used 
to  assemble  at  a  house  of  ill  fame  in 
Tothill  Street,   Westminster,  and 


soon  had  again  recourse  to  the  high. 
way  for  a  supply  of  money  to  sup- 
port his  extravagances. 

His  reign,  however,  was  now 
very  short,  for  he  soon  committed 
the  fact  which  terminated  in  an  ig- 
nominious death,  of  which  we  shall 
proceed  to  relate  the  particulars. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Dodd  and  his  lady 
were  returning  from  a  visit  they  had 
been  making  to  a  gentleman  at  St. 
Albans,  but  were  detained  on  the 
way  at  Bamet,  because  a  postchaise 
could  not  be  immediately  pro- 
cured. 

Night  was  hastily  approaching 
when  they  left  Barnet;  but  they 
proceeded  unmolested  until  they 
came  near  the  turnpike  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  Tottenham  Court  Road^ 
when  three  men  called  to  the  driver 
of  the  carriage,  and  threatened  his 
instant  destruction  if  he  did  not 
stop.  The  post-boy  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  obey  suclw  summons ;  but 
no  sooner  was  the  carriage  stopped 
than  a  pbtol  was  fired,  the  ball 
from  which  went  through  the  front 
glass  of  the  dwise»  bnt  did  not  take 
any  effect  to  theinjnry^f^bo  par- 
ties in  it,  though  It  torHfied  them  in 
a  very  high.degvee^  as  they  appre- 
bended  thai  the  most  fatal  conse- 
qneocef  might  ensue. 

While  the  doctor  was  waiting  at 
Bamet  for  the  chaise,  it  occurred 
to  him  that  there  might  be  danger 
on  the  road ;  upon  which  he  con- 
cealed most  of  hb  money,  except 
two  guiaaas  which  he  put  in  hb 
purse,  with  a  1iiU«f  eKCMaga. 

Somi  alter  the  pistol  was  fired 
Grriffilht  opened  the  door  of  the 
chabe ;  on  which  the  doctor  begged 
him  to  behave  with  civility,  on  ac- 
count of  the  presence  of  the  lady. 
He  then  delivered  the  purse,  with 
its  contents,  and  likewise  gave  the 
robber  some  loose  silver.  Griffiths, 
having    received    the    booty,  de. 
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ipad  vidi  tlie  steott  pi«clplC». 

tlOfl. 

Dr.  Dodd  lost  bo  time  in  rcfiair- 
m:  to  Sir  John  Fielding's  office, 
where  he  aad  hb  lady  gave  so  fall 
A  description  of  the  person  of  the 
pmcipnl  robber,  ihst  it  was  easilj 
coojeotared  that  Griffithiintiflt  hare 
been  the  party ;  bat  who  had  been 
bit  asiociales  in  the  bnsiness  has 

In  conseqnence  oC  this  informa- 
tion Griffiths  was  soon  taken  into 
custody  ;  bnt,  on  his  caanination 
before  Sir  John  Fielding,  Dr.  Dodd 
JMsitaled  to  swear  |K>siti?ely  to  his 
fMTson ;  bnt  Mrs.  Dodd,  who  had 
regarded  him  with  more  attention, 
positiTcly  dedared  on  oath  that  he 
was  the  person  who  had  committed 
the  robbery. 

The  maipstrate,  therefore,  eonu 
mitted  Griffiths  to  Newgate;  and, 
a  bill  of  iodictment  bring  found 
against  him  J>y  tlie  grand  jnry,  he 
was  called  down  to  trial  at  the  next 
sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
tlie  following  was  the  sofastanoe  of 
the  evidenee  against  him  :-* 

Dr.  Dodd  declared  that  it  was 
with  great  reluctance  he  came  into 
aeourt  of  justice  on  such  an  occa* 
sion,  which  he  said  he  woaM  not 
hare  done  if  the  robbery  had  not 
been  Attended  with  drcmnstances  of 
an  aggraratiDg  kind;  bnt  that  the 
firing  of  the  pistol  was  a  crime  of 
so  horrid. a  nature,  that  his  regard 
to  the  safety  of  others  had  induced 
him  ito  cammenoe  a  prosecntion  so 
abhorsent  toihe  feriings  of  his  own 
mind.  He,  howerer,  would  not 
awear  to  the  identity  of  the  prison^ 
er's  person. 

On  the  contrary,  Mrs.  Dodd 
swore  that  he  was  the  actual  person 
that  had  committed  the  robbery; 
^  declared  that  he  had  confessed 
hl$  ipuilt  when  before  Sir  John 
Fielding.  This  e? idence  was  deemed 


so  eandnslie  iktd  tlmjnrjrdUiMt 
hesitate  to  find  him  goilCj^  in 
sequence  of  whicb  be  rooeired 
tence  of  deatli. 

After  eon? iction  he  bebared  lor 
some  time  in  soch  a  manner 
by  no  means  proper  Un  bis 
cfaoly  situation  ;  and  he  refnaed  to 
attend  di? Ibe  scrtice  in  the  chapels 
but,  after  Ihe  arrival  of  ikm  warrant 
for  his  execution,  Ins  oosidnct  ap- 
peanod  to  be  totally  eba^gad,  and 
he  wept  almost  incessantly.  He 
acknowledged  the  utmost  rcadinam 
to  Usten  to  the  s natmctiaos  of  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate,  and  made  n 
leady  conteiion  mi  many 
in  which  ha  had  been  cnnseri 
owning  that  ho  had  baen  long 
serf ing  of  the  ^laadful  Ma  fbnt 
then  awaited  him. 

Among  other  things  which  be 
confessed  was,  timi  be  was  the  per- 
son who  fired  tha  fnstol  nt  Mrs. 
Constable;  and  that  be  preralM 
on  a  woman  of  bis  acquaintaace  to 
persuade  Eirana  to  take  afake  oath 
on  the  trial,  the  consequence  of 
which  was  the  acquittal  of  bimself 
and  Johnson. 

He  owned  ihat  his  attmdiment  4n 
the  company  of  women  of  aban- 
doned character  'contrilmted  in  a 
great  degRie4o  his  destmclion,narhis 
extraragancein  the  support  of  diem 
induced  him  to  think  of  hnaing  re- 
course  to  the  highway  Tor  a  sopplj. 
the  consequence  of  whieh  would  be 
an  ignominlons  deafli. 

The  rest  of  his  beharionr  was^ 
no  means  inoonsistBBt  with  his  en- 
lamitous  aituation ;  and  ihe  Ordi* 
nary  of  Newgate,  eoaeaiviiig  that 
he  was  a  rincere  penUent,  did  not 
hesitate  to  administer  <o  'bim  :|iw 
sacrament  of  the  Lord%  ^nfqpei^ 

When  the  fatal  day  of  exocntion 
arrired  he  attended  serrioe  nt  the 
chapel  of  Newgate,  where  his-be- 
bavionr  was  such  as  to  jnstifv  the 
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ideaa  iliat  had  been  farmed  of  the 
sincerity  of  hit  repenUnce.-  Betng 
brought  down  into  the  Preas-yard, 
his  irons  were  knocked  off,  and  he 
was  put  into  the  cart  to  be  con. 
veyed  to  the  fatal  tree :  on  which 
occasiou  he  wept,  as  penetrated 
with  the  utmost  contrition  for  his 
past  crimes;  and  at  the  place  of 
ciectttion  he  cautioned  the  attend* 
ing  multitude  in  general,  and  youth 
in  particular,  to  take  warning  by 
his  unhappy  fate. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  Ja- 
nuary the  SOth^  1773. 

The  following  malefactors  were 
executed  along  with  Griffiths,  of 
whom  we  find  no  particulars  re- 
corded :— 

Benjamin  Bird,  for  forging  a 
bill  of  exchange,  the  iodorseoMmt 


of  Mrs.  Moce,  with  rni  intent  to 
defraud  Robert  Thompson;  George 
Turner  and  William  Simpso»,  Soc 
robbing  William  Graham  on  the 
highway  of  his  sil? er  buckles  ;  and 
Nathaniel  Bailey,  for  robbing  Mr. 
Bullock,  in  Bastoghall  Street^  of  % 
cane. 

When  the  melancholy  procession 
of  these  criminals,  as  usual,  stopped 
opposite  St.  Scpulchre^s  Church,  to 
hear  the  bellman  repeat  the  warn- 
ing, Bird,  in  the  utmost  agony  of 
mind,  threw  his  head  on  the  shoul- 
der of  the  clergyman  who  sat  next 
to  him,  and,  while  he  hid  hia/acC) 
hia  whole  frame  was  agitated  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  described,  which 
Dr»  Johnsoo  denominates  <  the  ut- 
most exacerbation  of  human  mi- 
sery.' 


JOSEPH  COOPER, 

EXBCUTBO  FOR  ROBBIMO  HIS   MASTER. 


Tills  man's  crime  and  ingrati- 
tude, as  far  as  respects  tbe  robbery, 
is  precisely  the  case  of  George 
Barnwell.  Cooper,  like  him,  un- 
happily became  the  dupe  of  a  se- 
cond Milwood,  and  through  her 
instigation  he  was  worked  op  to  rob 
his  benefactor.  Surely  no  ser? ant 
who  has  eren  seen  the  rcpresenta* 
tion  of  Lillo's  fine  tragedy,  founded 
on  a  fact,  would  eter  dare  to  ven- 
ture upon  the  commission  of  so  fool 
a  crime. 

Joseph  Cooper  was  the  son  of 
very  poor,  but  honest,  parents :  his 
fhther  died  when  he  was  but  seten 
years  of  age,  and  his  mother,  thus 
deprlfed  of  a  protector,  was  re- 
duced to  take  in  washing  for  tbe 
maintenance  of  herself  aBd  three 
helpless  children,  of  whom  Joseph 
was  the  eldest  Through  some 
friends,  who  pitied  her  distress,  this 
boy  was  admitted  into  a  charity 
school,  where  he  continued  till  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when 


Mr.  Beanmont,  a  cutler  in  Red- 
cross  Street,  took  him  as  an  ap- 
prentice, in  mere  compassion  to  his 
destitute  situation  of  life. 

Mr.  Beaumont  was  a  man  in  a 
▼ery  extensiTe  way  of  bnsiness ;  so 
that  the  yonth  had  an  opportunity 
of  becoming  a  complete  master  oif 
his  profession;  and  such  was  hia 
diligence  and  good  behaviour  for  a 
considerable  time,  that  perhaps  no 
lad  in  such  a  situation  as  he  was 
erer  acquired  a  better  character,  or 
was  more  esteemed  by  the  neigh- 
bours and  others  who  had  connec- 
tions with  his  master. 

Mr.  Beaumont,  obserring  this 
excellent  disposition,  treatal  him 
with  the  utmost  kindness,  with  a 
f  iew  to  inspire  him  with  a  resola- 
tion  of  continuing  in  the  practice  of 
that  duty  which  was  so  likjcly  to 
be  productire  of  his  preseut  and 
future  happiness. 

Unhappily ,h<^werer,  for  Cooper, 
this  gentle  treatment  had  not  its  dc- 
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sired  eflect ;  yet  he  serfed  out  his 
apprenticeship  with  fidelitj,  and 
afterwards  li? ed  some  time  with  his 
master  as  a  journeyman.  Mr. 
Beaumont  still  continued  to  treat 
htm  with  his  usual  kindness ;  and  so 
generous  was  liis  beha? iour  towards 
him,  that  the  least  attention  to  his 
own  interest  would  most  probably 
haTe  preser? ed  him  from  ruin,  and 
enabled  him  to  have  made  a  very 
creditable  figure  In  life. 

Unfortunately  for  himselfyCooper 
got  acquainted  with  a  number  of 
young  fellows  of  dissolute  charac- 
ter, who  frequented  a  public  house 
in  Golden  Lane,  where  they  spent 
their  time  in  scenes  of  riot  and  dis. 
lipation,  equally  calculated  to  de» 
stroy  their  health  of  body  and  peace 
of  mind. 

Cooper's  former  principles  of 
virtue  were  all  unhinged  by  an  as- 
sociation with  such  obnoxious  com* 
panions,  and  his  mind  was  soon 
contaminated  with  Ideas  that  led 
with  rapid  and  certain  progress  to 
his  destruction. 

At  length,  through  the  iostiga« 
tlon  of  his  companions,  he  fre. 
quentod  houses  of  ill  fame,  which 
introduced  him  to  the  company  of 
women  of  abandoned  character; 
one  of  whom  he  became  intimately 
acquainted  with,  and  cohabited  with 
her  at  a  house  of  an  Infamous  de- 
scription  In  Denmark  Court,  in  the 
Strand. 

In  the  coufcrsation  between 
Cooper  and  his  girl,  the  latter  ad- 
vised him  to  rob  his  late  master,  as 
the  readiest  way  to  raise  a  supply 
to  support  their  present  extraYa- 
gance ;  and  this  scheme  was  thought 
tiie  more  practicable  as  Cooper, 
haring  lived  several  years  in  the 
house>  knew  all  the  avenues  to  it, 
and  every  part  of  which  he  was 
well  acquainted  with. 

Cooper  at  first  appeared  to  be 
shocked  at  Iba  simp\t  \^«%  ol  %o 


basely  Injuring  a  man  who  had  pro* 
tected  him  In  the  early  part  of  life, 
and  bad,  on  all  occasions,  proved 
himself  a  disinterested  friend ;  and 
he  actually,  for  some  time,  refused 
to  have  any  concern  in  snch  an  vn. 
generous  transaction :  at  length  the 
arguments  of  the  girl  prevalM,  and 
he  resolf  ed  on  the  coninitsioo  of 
the  crime  which  terminated  in  Us 
destruction. 

It  was  Mr.  Beaumont's  costora 
to  spend  his  evening  at  a  public 
house  in  Old  Street;  and  on  bb 
return  home  he  carefnily  locked 
his  doors,  and  observed  that  every 
other  place  of  pouible  entrance  was 
made  fast,  In  order  to  prevent  the 
admission  of  robbers :  yei  his  vigi. 
lance  proved  fruitless,  for  Cooper, 
whom  of  all  men  he  wonld  have 
least  suspected,  became  the  unge- 
nerous infringer  on  the  property 
of  his  benefactor. 

Mr.  Beaumont,  having  seen  his 
house  secure  at  night,  retired  to 
rest;  but  about  two  o'clock  the 
next  morning  he  was  awakened  by 
a  noise  that  seemed  to  be  in  hii 
room.  Terrified  in  a  high  d^ree 
by  this  unexpected  visit,  he  was  for 
some  time  afraid  of  venturing  out 
of  his  bed  ;  but  at  length,  bearuig 
that  some  person  had  gone  ont  <d 
his  chamber,  and  shut  the  door,  he 
got  up,  and  discovered  that  his  be- 
reau  had  been  broken  open,,  and  a 
hundred  guineas  stolen  from  it.  He 
likewise  observed  that  the  lock  of 
the  chamber  door,  and  the  chain 
which  confined  it»  had  been  forced 
open  by  means  of  a  chisel. 

As  It  was  presumed  that  the  per* 
son  Who  had  committed  the  rob- 
bery could  not  be  at  anj  great  dis- 
tance, Mr.  Beaumont  alanaed  tf^ 
watchmen,  who  made  an  immediate 
pursuit ;  and,  though  they  did  not 
overtake  the  robber,  they  presomed 
that  they  were  near  him,  from 
V^asEm^tha  trampling  off  feet  haslily 
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moving  In  the  street,  as  those  of  a 
person  flying  from  a  parsuer. 

The  circumstances  attending  this 
robbery  made  it  almost  e? ident  that 
the  person  who  committed  it  must 
hare  been  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  avenues  of  the  house ;  and 
Mr.  Beaumont  was  induced  to  sus- 
pect that  Cooper  was  the  thief, 
from  what  he  had  then  lately  heard 
of  his  abandoned  course  of  life. 

Mr.  Beaumont  therefore  sent  for 
a  coostablCf  and  at  sevea  o'clock 
the  following  morning  Cooper  was 
taken  into  custody  at  the  house 
where  he  resided  in,  Denmark  Court 
in  the  Strand. 

He  at  first  denied  having  had  any 
concern  in  the  robbery  ;  but,  being 
conveyed  to  his  master's  house,  the 
precise  money  lost,  except  one 
guinea,  was  found  on  him.  Mr. 
Beaumont  sent  for  a  neighbour, 
named  Dyson,  to  advise  him  how 
to  act,  and  expressed,  with  tears, 
h'ls  aversion  to  the  thought  of  prot 
secutiog  him. 


Mr,  Dyson  told  him  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  discharge  him ;  on  which 
he  was  conteyed  to  the  Compter, 
and,  on  his  examination  before  the 
sitting  alderman,  such  strong  evi. 
dence  of  his  guilt  appeared,  that  her 
was  comroitteid  to  Newgate,  to  take 
his  trial  at  the  next  Old  Bailey  ses» 
sions. 

After  a  fair  and  candid  trial  the 
jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of  guilty, 
but  joined  in  recommending  him  as 
an  object  of  the  royal  clemency ; 
and  Mr.  Beaumont,  his  master, 
signed  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the 
wretched  convict;  but,  after  the 
report  was  made  to  the  king,  lie 
was  included  among  those  who 
were  ordered  for  execution. 

He  behaved  in  the  most  contrite 
manner  at  the  fatal  tree,  where  he 
confessed  that  he  had  merited  that 
public  and  ignominious  death  which 
the  law  had  justly  awarded  for  his 
crimes. 

He  suffered  at  Tyburn  June  the 
30th,  177^^ 


JOHN   LENNARD, 
cxxcuTXD  rdn  A  rapb. 


A  PAIR  of  such  finished  villains 
as  Bolland  and  Lennard  can  hardly 
be  paralleled.  The  long  course  of 
iniquity  of  the  former  we  have  aU 
ready  exposed ;  jet^  though  on  the 
same  pursuit,  there  will  be  found 
some  variety  In  the  crimes  of  the 
latter. 

Bolland  was  a  principal  in  hunt, 
ing  down  the  miserable— Lennard 
a  follower ;  and  hence  their  appe- 
tites in  knavery  differed  widely  in 
an  hoTieit  master  and  his  man.  BoU 
land  plundered  bysthitagem — Len. 
nard  by  force. 

Vere,  a  aheriflf's  officer,  having 
put  an  execution  into  a  house  of 
Mr.  Brailsford,  in  Petty  France, 
Westminster,  he  placed  Lennard^ 
Graves,  and  Gay,  three  of  his  fol- 
lowers, in  possesslonJ^ 


On  the  second  floor  of  this  house 
lodged  Miss  Boss,  a  young  lady, 
whom  Lennard  robbed  of  that 
which  constitutes  the  fairest  part  of 
the  female  sex — ^her  chastity  and 
peace  of  mind. 

To  enter  into  the  particulars  of 
the  evidence  given  in  Court,  In 
proof  of  the  guilt  of  this  unmanlj 
and  most  atrocious  offence,  would 
not  meet  every  eye  in  its  proper 
sense :  we  shall,  therefore,  let  the 
outlines  suffice. 

On  the  15th  of  June  these  three 
ruffians  were  in  possession  of  the 
house  for  the  cause  abore  named ; 
and  the  family  were  all  out,  in  dif- 
ferent pursuits  of  the  means  io  raise 
money  to  redeem  the  goods,  save 
Miss  Boss,  who  was  at  work  in  her 
own  ilparimcnt;    when    Lennard 
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•ffenad  the  door,  and  begao  Id  a 
iW(iy;i;«»  maancr  to  ipeak  (o  Iter. 
At  fint  terror  deprived  brr  of  ut* 
termncc ;  but,  finding  bim  proceed  to 
take  tbofc  liberties  which  female 
wtae  caa  never  tuflfer,  she  resisted, 
acfeaned  out,  seized  the  fillain  by 
the  throat,  struggled  until  she  was 
eibausted,  and  then  sunk  down, 
deprived  of  reason.  In  this  sitHa- 
tioO)  which  would  hare  raised  the 
compasskm  of  a  brute,  he  used  her 
In  the  way  thai  constituted  the  of- 
feDOS  for  which  he  was  justly  exe- 
coted. 

A  neighbour,  hearing  the  cries 
of  the  dbtressed  female,  and  sus- 
pecting some  foul  deed,  knocked  at 
the  street  door,  and  inquired  the 
canse  of  the  noise ;  to  which  Leo- 
nard, opeoing  the  window,  replied 
that  it  was  only  a  drunken  woman  : 
npon  which  the  inquirer  retired. 

The  three  Tiilains,  Lcnnard, 
.Grates,  and  Gay,  were  indicted 
for  this  cruel  outrage ;  Lennard 
as  the  principal,  and  the  others  as 
accessories  to  the  fact ;  and  upon 
their  trial  they  were  all  found 
guilty.  Graves  and  Gay  were 
burnt  in  the  hand  and  imprisoned ; 
but  sentence  of  death  was  imme- 
diately passed  upon  Lennard. 

Although  convicted  upon  the 
clearest  evidence,  this  obdurate  man 
denied  that  he  was  guilty  ;  and,  on 
the  Sunday  before  he  suffered^  he 
recciTed  the  sacrament  from  the 
hands  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Temple,  and 
then,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
declared  to  that  gentleman  that  he 
was  entirely  innocent  of  the  fact 
for  which  he  was  to  die ;  that  he 
had  been  repeatedly  Intimate  with 
Miss  Boss,  with  her  own  consent ; 
and  that  all  the  reason  he  could 
conjecture  for  her  prosecutirg  him 
was,  that  he  had  communicated  this 
matter  to  Graves,  one  of  the  other 
followers,  who  availed  himself  of 
the  secret,  and  found  means  to  get 


Into  the  young  lady's  roooi,  and 
who  really  perpetrated  the  fact 
with  which  she  had  fialscly  accused 
Lennard. 

In  this  story  he  persisted  all  the 
time  he  remained  In  Newgate ;  but 
Mr.  Temple,  Buspectlng  his  rera- 
dty,  delivered  a  paper  to  Mr.  Toll, 
another  gentleman  who  usually  ad. 
ministered  spiritual  comfort  to  the 
malefactors  In  their  la|t  moments. 
In  which  he  requested  kfan  to  ask 
Lennard  about  those  two  assertions 
before  be  was  tnmed  eW. 

This  request  Mr.  Toll  and  hb  col. 
league  punetually  eomplfed  with, 
and  the  unhappy  man  then  acknow- 
ledged that  he  had  taken  the  nera- 
ment  to  an  absolnlafSriseliood  ;  that 
there  was  not  a  woid  of  truth  in 
his  impeaehing  Miss  Boss,  bnt  that 
he  alone  abased  her  ;  that  he  was 
taught  In  Newgate  to  believe  that 
the  falsehood  m^ht  do  him  ser- 
Tiee;  that  he  found  his  mistake  too 
late,  and  all  the  atonement  he  could 
make  was  to  acknowledge  the  truth 
before  he  left  the  world,  and  to  l>eg 
pardon  of  God  for  having  acted  in 
so  atrocious  a  manner. 

All  the  charity  which  can  be  ac- 
corded to  the  fate  of  thb  most 
wretched  man  Is  to  hope  that  his 
last  confession  and  repentance  were 
sincere,  and  that  they  might  reach 
th»  throne  of  grace* 

With  Lennard,  on  the  l|th  of 
August,  1773,  suffered  the  foIlQW. 
ing  malefactors  at  Tyburn  :<»- Wil- 
liam Eames,  for  ottering  a  bank- 
note of  forty  pounds,  knowing  it  to 
be  forged ;  Thomas  Tonnger  and 
Thomas  Green,  for  a  burglary  in 
the  house  of  Mrs.  Mortimer,  mllli^ 
ner,  in  Gravel  Lane,  Ratctlffe 
Highway;  Joseph  Holmes  and 
Maurice  Murry,  for  a  burglary  in 
the  house  of  John  Wiley,  in  Crown 
Court,  Whitccross  Street ;  and 
Thomas  Plunket,  for  robbing  Mr. 
Dudley  on  the  highway. 


I 


I 


ricUMU^u 


iSlnee  in  Narlli  AttriC' 


WILLIAM  FIELD,  ^uut  GElEEiV, 
Kxecatun  too.  iiiohwav  hobuehv. 

Tiiia  notorious  robber,  who  oc- 
ctiionalty  went  bj  nikny  ditferent 
namea,  and  assumed  a  *ariety  ot 
diiguises,  wilhin  aii  tnonlhs  only  of 
liis  depredations  look  seven  liun. 
dred  pounds  on  the  highway,  at 
the  repeated  hazard  of  hh  Ulc. 
White  possessed  of  this  sum,  he  was 
obliged,  from  moliies  of  personal 
tafety,  to  deny  himself  the  com- 
mon enjoyments  of  maokind  ;  and, 
ftfter  playing  a  long  and  most  un- 
happy bo-peep  game,  was  on  a  sud. 
den  uneipectcdiy  apprehended,  and 
at  last  suffered  an  ignominiuua  death 
in  the  presence  of 
tpectaton. 

Field  had  been  a  gentleman's  It- 
Teryiertant,  that  ready  road  to  the 
gkllowB,  and  had  been  tnrned  out 
of  leteral  places,  hnmiliatitig  as 
they  are,  for  his  irregularities.     At 


length  the  badness  of  hU  chnrarler 
prevented  any  gentleman  from  tak- 
ing him  into  his  house. 

The  highway  being  the  ^neral 
recourse  of  discharged  footmen, 
Field  commenced  highwayman. 

It  is  generally  owing  more  to  the 
master's  pride  than  the  footman's 
original  disposition  that  so  many 
of  these  motley  fellows  arc  brought 
to  the  gallows.  When  they  are 
more  chosen  fur  thdr  size  and  per- 
sonal gifts  than  for  their  menial  ac- 
quirements or  their  fidelity  and 
honesty,  what  can  be  etpecled 
multitude  of  from  them  but  iniotencc  and  exlra- 
tagance  ?  When  we  find  them  to* 
often  caressed  for  what  they  de. 
sarre  to  be  whipped,  and  rewarded 
alone  for  drudgery  in  vice,  how 
can  wc  eipect  to  see  them  any  other 
that!  as  they  are — the  mo^l  tnzT, 
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useless,  insolent,  and  corrupt  part 
of  society  ? 

To  the  pert  insolence  of  a  foot- 
man Field  added  the  daring  impulse 
of  desperation  as  a  highwayman. 
While  in  place  he  had  madc^a  large 
acquaintance  with  hostlers,  jockeys, 
and  post.boys  :  he  therefore  found 
no  difficulty  in  borro,wing  horses  to 
,  carry  him  through  his.  depreda- 
tions ;  And  he  gained  information 
of  tra? ellert  of  property  from  the 
gang  who  had  long  been  his  com- 
rades. 

One  of  hb  most  daring  attempts 
at  robbery  was  upon  the  late  cele- 
brated Colonel  Lvttrell,  brother 
to  the  late  Duchess  of  Cumberland, 
and  another  gentleman,  whom  he 
stopped  near  Gnnsbnry  House. 

The  colonel  immediately  fired  a 
pistol,  without  effect,  at  the  hif^h- 
wayman,  who,  in  return,  presented 
one  at  the  traveller ;  but,  from  its 
hafing  been  some  time  loaded,  it 
would  not  go  off,  upon  which  he 
rode  away.  This  pistol  Field  con. 
fessed  he  took  from  Colonel  West's 
housekeeper  some  time  before, 
when  he  stopped  and  fired  at  that 
officer^  whom  Field  apprehended  he 
had  shot  in  the  breast. 

The  money  of  which  he  robbed 
travellers  for  some  time  he  squtfn* 
dered  upon  lewd  women  and  aban- 
doned discarded  serrant-men.  He 
was,  however,  at  length  appre- 
hended, and  convicted  of  a  robbe« 
ry ;  but,  through  the  lenity  of  his 
prosecutor,  the  sentence  of  death 
was  remitted  to  seven  years'  trans- 
portation to  America.  Thither  he 
•  was  sent,  and  sold  as  a  slave ;  but 
soon  finding  means  to  escape,  with 
others,  from  bondage,  he  fled  to 
New  York,  and  there  embarked 
on  board  a  vessel  bound  for  Poole, 
in  Dorsetshire. 

Once  more  in  London,  Field  as- 
sociated himself  with  the  notorious 
Hawke,  whose  \Ue  wa  i>Va\\  Viei«« 


after  give,  and,  in  company,  they 
committed  many  robberies,  and  ob- 
tained large  booties. 

They  now  dressed  like  gentle- 
men, and  Field  courted  a  girl  who 
lived  servant  with  a  man  of  for- 
tune. She  consented  to  accept  him 
for  a  husbaod. 

For  some  months  afteir  his  mar- 
riage he  committed  highway  rob- 
beries abourtwkoa  week  ;  but  his 
wife  had  no  suspicion  of  the  life  he 
ledy  conceiving^  him  to  be  a  man  in 
good  circumstances. 

He  frequently  committed  fiwr  or 
five  robberies  in  a  nigMjttyaHtoses 
on  Finchley  Commoo,  a^oftea  on 
Shooter's  Hill,  BlackheaUi,  and 
other  places  in  that  neighbour- 
hood; when  OBoe,  being  doselj 
pnrsned,  he  eflbetad  a  dificalt  es- 
cape to  town.  After  this  ha  fre- 
quented Putney  Common,  and  its 
adjacencies,  whence  ha  brought 
considerable  booties  into  London. 

Field,  Hawke,  and  another,  hav- 
ing robbed  some  coaches,  dined 
and  made  merry  at  a  public  house 
at  Barnes ;  and,  staying  till  it  was 
near  night,  they  crossed  Kew 
Bridge,  and  went  to  Acton,  where 
they  slept,  being  afraid  of  coming 
to  London. 

Notice  having  been  given  at  Sir 
John  Fielding's  office,  persons  were 
sent  out  on  different  roads,  and  the 
offenders,  being  taken,  were  con- 
veyed, handcuffed,  to  Tothill  Fields* 
Bridewell. 

On  a  subsequent  day  ihtj  were 
examined ;  and,  a  great  number  of 
robbfries  being  sworn  against 
Hawke  and  Field,  they  were  re- 
manded to  prison,  whence  tha  forw 
mer  made  his  escape  in  a  few  dijs* 

Though  Field  had  returned  from 
transportation,  it  was  thought  pro- 
per to  indifit  him  at  the  Surrey  .as-« 
siaes  for  the  subsequent  robl>eriflSi. 
when  he  would  have  pleaded  guilty  s 
but  Lord  Chief  Baron  Smythe  aiU 


KNAPP  8$  BALDWIN^!  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.      493 


▼ited  him  to  pot  himself  on  his 
trial ;  and,  the  jury  haftng  giren  a 
?erdlct  agdnst  him,  the  judge  pro- 
nounced sentence,    after   address- 


ing him  in  the  most  pathetic  man- 
ner ;  and  he  was  executed  accord* 
iogly,  on  Kennington  Common^ 
September  the  1st,  1773. 


LIEUTENANT-GENEEAL  WILLIAM  GANSEL, 

TRIED  FOR  FIRING  A.  PISTOL  AT  lOHN  UTDE« 


General  Gansbu  having  greatly 
impaired  his  fortune  bj  a  life  of 
gaietj,  had  been  several  years  under 
great  pecuniary  embarrassments, 
from  which  he  was  using  his  utmost 
endeaf  ours  to  extricate  himself  at 
the  time  when  the  transaction  hap- 
pened which  gave  rise  to  the  trial, 
of  which  it  is  our  present  business  to 
relate  the  particulars. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  Mth  of 
August,  1773,  Mr.  Lee,  an  emi- 
nent surgeon,  applied  to  John  Hyde 
to  arrest  General  Gansel  for  a 
debt  of  a  hundred  and  thirty*four 
]M>unds.  They  went  to  the  proper 
office,  and  obtained  a  special  capias ; 
after  which  the  officer  applied  to 
his  brother,  Thomas  Hyde,  Henry 
Feltus,  WiUiam  Sleigh,  andfUchard 
Reeves,  to  atsiat  in  the  Intended 
capture. 

Between  two  and  three  in  the 
afternoon  Mr.  Lee  met  the  bailiff 
and  his  assistants,  and,  accompanied 
by  John  Hyde,  went  to  the  houee 
of  Mr.  Mayo,  In  Craven  Street, 
Strand ;  the  other  men  being  ap- 
pointed to  wait  at  some  distance. 
The  street  door  being  open,  they 
went  into  the  parlour,  and  Mr. 
Lee  aslced  Mrs.  Mayo  whether  Ge- 
neral Gansel  lodged  In  her  house. 
Being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
Hyde  went  into  the  street,  and, 
having  beckoned  for  hu  compa« 
nions  to  come  up,  attempted  to  go 
towards  the  general's  apartments ; 
bttt  on  the  stairs  he  was  opposed  by 
two  boys,  who  were  brothers,  and 
servants  to  the  general.  At  this 
time  the  other  bailiffs  entered  tho: 
passage,  and  John  Hyde   having 


struclc  a  Icnife  from  the  hand  of 
one  of  the  boys  with  a  walking- 
stick,  and  thrown  it  out  of  the 
window,  he  and  his  brother  were 
soon  overpowered,  tod  bolted  Ir 
the  yard. 

John  Hyde  deposed  that,  whea 
the  boys  were  in  the  yard,  he  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  second  floor, 
and  observing  the  general,  with 
whose  person  he  was  well  ae» 
quainted,  upon  the  landing-place, 
hastened  towards  him,  and  placed 
his  knee  between  the  chamber  door 
and  the  wainscdt,  and  endeavored 
to  force  into  the  room,  when  tiM 
general  discharged  a  pistol,  tho  ball 
from  which  passed  through  tlie  up* 
per  panel  of  the  door,  towards  tlie 
binge,  and  struck  the  wainscot  on 
the  staircase ;  that  he  then  got  into 
the  roo«»,  and,  clapping  the  general 
on  the  shoulder,  said  ^  Sir,  yon  aft 
my  prisoner;*  wlien  the  genemlf 
with  his  left  arm  over  his  right 
shoulder,  pointed  another  pistol  at 
his  face;  but  that,  by  suddenlx 
stooping  his  head,  be  fortnnatelif 
escaped  the  ball,  which  pasted 
through  the  hat.  of  Henry  Feltns  ; 
that  the  general  was  then  wilk 
much  difficulty  forced  down  stairif 
and  put  into  a  hackney-coachf 
which  conveyed  him  to  a  lock -up 
house  kept  by  a  sheriffs  officer, 
named  Armstrong,  whence  he  waa 
soon  afterwards  removed  to  New* 
gate. 

Feltns  produced  the  hat  thfongk 
which  the  ball  of  the  second  pistol 
had  passed ;  but  neither  his  evU 
dence,  nor  that  of  Thomas  Hyde, 
Sleigh,  or  Reeves,  materinily  dif- 
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.fered  from  that  of  the  first  wit- 
.nest. 

The  general  said  that,  though  he 
was  not  wholly  unused  to  speak  in 
public,  his  ill  state  of  health,  and 
other  circumstances,  had  gifen  rise 
to  an  apprehension  that  he  might  be 
incapable  on  the  present  occasion 
•to  do  justice  to  his  cause  In  an  ex* 
tempore  address,  and  he  had  there, 
-fore  reduced  his  defence  to  writing. 
He  then  read  the  defence,  which, 
among  other  lAatters,  set  forth,  that 
being  informed    by  his    serfants, 
-Henry  and'  James,  that  the  house 
was  surrounded  by  armed  ruffians, 
and,  presently  after,  hearing  a  vio- 
lent  uproar  at  the   head    oC  the 
stairs,   he  locked  himself  into  his 
chamber,  against  the  door  of  which 
he  placed  an  elbow  chair ;  and,  the 
uproar  increasing,   he  fired  off  a 
pistol,  pointed  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  door,  with  a  tIcw  of  deterring 
the  assailants,  who  soon  broke  into 
^ihe  room,   the    forcing   the  door 
throwing  him  down,  and  the  second 
pistol  going    off  without    design, 
while  he  was  falling.    He  said  that, 
from  a  perusal  of  <  Blackstone*s 
Commentaries,'  he  was  taught  to 
bistlefe  that  an  Englishman's  house 
is  his  castle,  and  that  a  room  hired 
for  a  certain  time  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  his  castle ;  that  he  paid 
for  his  apartments  by  the  year ;  and 
that  he  had  occupied  them  eight- 
and.thirty  years,  sixteen  of  which 
Mr.  Mayo  had  been  his  landlord ; 
and  that  he  conceived  he  had  an 
UBdoobted  right  of  defending  him. 
jelf  in  his  own  habitation.     In  the 
course  of  his  address  the  prisoner 
raentioned  seieral  persons  whom  he 
desired  might  be  examined  on  his 
behalf. 

Several  witnesses  swore  that  the 
liolt  of  the  lock  belonging  to  the 
general's  chamber  door  had  been 
•trained,  and  the  screws  of  the  re. 
•cirer  of  the  bolt  forced  out  of  the 


wood ;  and  they  likewise  deposed 
that,  from  a  very  particular  exa- 
mination, they  were  confident  the 
ball  must  have  took  a  different  di- 
rection, had  the  pistol  been  fired 
when  the  door  was  open ;  adding 
that,  when  the  door  was  open  only 
three  inches,  they  perceived  that 
the  impression  made  by  the  ball  on 
the  wainscot  of  the  staircase  was 
not  nearly  in  a  right  line  with  the 
hole  in  the  panel  in  the  door,  but 
that,  when  the  door  was  perfectly 
dosed,  there  was  an  exact  corre- 
spondence between  the  hole  through 
which  the  ball  passed  and  the  mark 
where  it  afterwards  struck  the 
wainscot. 

Mrs.  Mayo  swore  that  from  the 
time  the  transaction  happened  the 
premises  had  not  been  seen  by  any 
person  but  in  her  presence,'  and  that 
no  alterations  whatever  had  been 
made. 

The  above  is  a  faithful  abstract 
of  the  evidence  adduced  for  and 
against  the  prisoner,  on  an  indict- 
ment for  feloniously  shooting  at 
John  Hyde :  the  first  count  charg- 
ing him  with  firing  off  a  pistol  held 
in  his  right,  and  the  second  with 
firing  at  the  same  man  another 
pistol  held  in  his  left  hand.  After 
the  jury  had  remained  out  of  Court 
some  time,  they  brought  in  their 
verdict,  <  Not  guilty.' 

The  general  was  arraigned  on 
two  other  indictments :  one  for  fe- 
loniously shooting  at  Thomas  Hyde ; 
and  the  other  for  feloniously  shoot- 
ing at  Henry  Feltus:  but  the  coun- 
sel for  the  prosecution  informed  the 
Court  that,  '  as  the  general  was  ac 
quitted  on  the  merits,  he  should 
wave  proceeding  on  the  two  last 
indictments.' 

General  Gansel  was  tried  at  the 
Sessions  House  in  the  Old  Bailey 
on  Wednesday,  the  8th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1773. 
It  was  imagined  that  the  prind- 
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pal  matter  for  tfic  decision  of  tlie 
Court  would  have  been  *  Whetiier 
the  law  would  justify  a  man  in  op- 
posing a  forcible  entrj  into  his 
place  of  habitation,  and  how  far  the 
character,  office,  and  authority  of 
the  assailants  were  to  be  considered 
in  mitigation  of  a  violent  attack  ?* 
but  the  question  took  a  turn  very 
different  from  what  was  expected. 

The  cfidence  of  John  Hyde  and 
his  associates  set  forth  that  the  door 
was  partly  open  when  the  general 
fired ;  but  the  contrary  appeared 
from  the  depositions  of  other  wit- 
nesses. It  does  not  seem  that  the 
first  pistol  was  pointed  immediately 
at  any  person  ;  for  the  hole  in  the 
door  was  considerably  higher  than 


the  head  of  the  tallest  man  ;  and  It 
is  yery  probable  that  the  second 
pistol  went  off  while  the  general 
was  falling.  Thus  the  matter  seems 
to  have  been  understood  by  the 
jury. 

Nothing  but  the  last  extremity  of 
danger  can  justify  the  use  of  fire- 
arms, or  other  desperate  weaponf; 
There  is  something  extremely  shock- 
ing in  the  idea  of  taking  away  the 
life  of  a  fellow.creature  when  he 
is  unprepared  for  eternity. 

Let  our  readers  remember  that) 
if  it  should  proTe  their  misfortune 
to  labour  under  injury  and  oppres- 
sion, the  nlost  eligible  means  of  ob- 
taining redress  will  be  by  an  appll-* 
cation  to  the  legislative  power. 


SAMUEL  MALE, 

KXECUTBB  FOR  ROBBERY. 


The  short  life  of  this  culprit  was  On  the  4th  of  September,  1779, 

remarkable  for  producing  two  sur-  he  was  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the 

prising  instances  of  the  uncertainty  Old    Bailey,    for    robbing    Mrs, 

of  identity.*  Ryan,   at  which   time,  in  a  not^* 

*  A  Terv  remarkable  instance  of  personal  similitode  happened  at  New  York*  in  North, 
America,  iii  the  year  1804. 

A  roan  was  indicted  for  bigamy,  under  the  name  of  James  Hoag.  He  was  met,  as 
was  supposed,  in  a  distant  part  of  the  country  by  some  friends  of  bis  first  wife  (for  there, 
as  well  as  in  oar  own  country,  there  can  be  but  one  real  wife),  and  apprehended. 

The  prisoner  denied  the  charge,  and  said  his  name  was  Thomas  Parker.  On  the  trial, 
Mrs.  Hoag,  her  relations,  and  many  other  creditable  witnesses,  swore  that  he  was  James 
Hoagi  and  she  swore  positively  that  he  was  her  husband. 

On  the  other  side,  an  equal  number  of  witnesses,  and  equally  respectable,  swore  that 
the  prisoner  was  lliomas  Parker:  and  Mrs.  Parker  appeared,  and  claimed  him  as  her 
husbands  ^ 

The  first  party  were  again  culled  by  the  Conit,  and  they  not  only  again  deposed  to 
him,  but  that  by  stature,  shape,  gcature,  compiexipni  looks,  voice,  and  speech,  he  was 
James  Hoag.  They  even  described  a  particular  scar  on  his  forehead,  by  which  hecooJd 
be  known.     On  taming  back  the  hair,  the  scar  appeared. 

The  others,  in  return,  swore  that  he  had  liTed  amoag  them,  worked  with  them,  and 
was  in  their  company,  on  the  very  day  of  his  alleged  marriage  with  Mrs.  Hoag.  Here 
the  scales  of  testimony  were  balanced,  fur  the  jury  knew  not  which  party  to  give 
credit  to. 

Mrs.  Hoag,  anxious  to  gain  back  her  hosband,  declared  be  bad  a  certain  more  parti- 
cular mark  on  the  sole  of  bis  fool.  Mrs.  Parker  arowed  that  her  husband  had  no  such 
mark ;  and  the  roan  was  ordered  to  pull  off  his  shoes  and  stockings.  His  feet  were  ex- 
amined|  and  no  mark  appeared. 

The  ladies  now  contended  for  the  man,  and  Mrs.  Hoa^  vowed  that  she  had  lost  her 
hofband,  and  she  would  have  him.,  Daring  this  strife  a  lustice  of  the.  peace  from  the 
place  where  the  prisoeer  was  apprehended  entered  the  Court,  and  tomed  tbe  scale  in 
his  favour.  His  worship  swore  bim  to  be  Thomas  Parker ;  that  he  had  ]u|Owd,  and  oc* 
casionally  employed  him,  from  his  infancy :  wherenpen  Mrs.  Parl^cr  eaibfaced  and  ser- 
ried off  her  husband  in  triumpli,  by  tbe  verdict  of  the  jory.  '  •  . 
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takeh  of  the  circumstanee^  he  w«i 
called  ^  the  anfortanate  barber's 
boj,'  being  then  ? erj  yoang. 

The  prosecatriz,  and  other  otI- 
dence^  twore  poniiveiy  that  the 
prisoner  committed  the  robberj  on 
the  If  th  of  June  then  last  past. 

The  Coort  consequentlf  sup- 
posed con? ictlon  would  follow;  bat, 
being  called  on  for  bis  defence,  he 
said  he  was  innocent,  and  that  the 
books  of  the  Court  would  profe 
where  he  was  on  the  day  of  the 
robbery. 

Reference  was  immediately  made 
to  the  records ;  and  strange,  yet 
true  to  relate,  that,  on  the  very 
day  and  hour  sworn  to,  Male  was 
actually  on  his  trial,  at  the  bar 
where  he  then  stood,  for  another 
robbery,  when  he  was  unfortunate 
enough  to  haTC  been  mistaken  for 
the  robber.  He  was  consequently 
acquitted,  and  his  case  greatly 
commiserated. 

We  might  re^onably  conclude 
that  these  escapes,  when  innocent, 
would  hate  deterred  him  from 
guilt ;  but  the  inside  of  Newgate 
will    Tery    soon    contaminate  the 


youthful  mind,  and,  though  dis. 
charged  with  honour,  he  came  out 
a  determined  thief.  His  caieer  of 
▼illainy  was  short  indeed ;  for  in 
six  montlw  afterwards  we  find  hioi 
expiating  his  crimes  ac  the  gal- 
lows. 

-  He  was  at  length  charged  with  a 
real  robbery,  committed  by  him  on 
the  person  of  Mrs.  Grignion,  and, 
being  unable  longer  to  profe  an 
alibi,  as  he  had  hitherto  dene^  he 
was  found  guilty. 

The  circumstances  of  his  acquit, 
tais,  which  might  liave  proved  ad. 
fantageoos,  now  militated  agamst 
him.  Mercy  could  not  be  extended 
to  one  who,  in  defiance  of  ail  warn* 
Ing,  would  turn  robber. 

He  suffered  tit  Tyburn  March  the 
25(h,  1773,  along  with  Matthew 
Doyle,  for  robbing  Mr.  Lewis 
Heme;  Joseph  Richardson  and 
Jonathan  Brannon,  for  burglary. 
The  ages  of  these  four  malefactors 
did  bnt  just  outnumber  the  acrip. 
tural  number  of  the  years  of  cue 
man ;  yet  it  was  said,  *  though 
young  in  years,  they  were  old  in 
iniquity.' 


JOHN  CHALLENOR, 

EXECUTED  FOK  PAURTCIDE. 


Of  all  murders,  the  shedding  the 
blood  of  a  parent—- stopping  the 
yery  fountain  from  whence  flowed 
our  life — is  the  most  shocking.  It 
is  a  matter  of  horror  to  reflect  how 
dreadfully  human  nature  can  be  de- 
based ;  yet  already,  far  too  often, 
has  duty  tortured  our  feelings  in 
recording  such  abominable  cases. 
To  endear  our  to  amend  the  heart, 
and  to  deter  others  from  crime.  Is 
the  intent  of  this  Calendar— the 
▼ery  end  of  punishments. 

This  parricidal  monster  was  a 
laborer,  brought  up  to  his  father's 
employ,  and  kad%dur\T\^\\(e)  tolled 
by  hia   side.    Tnay  weia  alN9Q\)L 


together  in  a  wood  near  Stone, 
in  Stafl'ordshire,  and,  some  hasty 
words  having  passed  between  them, 
the  ingrate  seized  an  iron  pot,  in 
which  he  had  just  cooked  their  din- 
ner,  and  threw  it  with  such  renge. 
ance  at  his  de? oted  sire,  that  one 
of  its  feet  entered  the  old  man's 
skull ;  and  of  the  wound  he  lan- 
guished, in  extreme  agony,  three 
days,  and  then  expired. 

The  murderer  was  immediatdy 
committed  to  gaol,  where  he  show^ 
little  remorse  at  his  fell  deed  ;  aed 
seemed  alone  anxious  for  hb  fiu 
ther's  recorery,  from  the  dread  of 
\MLVG^\A2&5|2»iiar  the  murder. 
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Thii  John  Challeoor  was  of  a  fe. 
rocioiH  refengeful  4tspositton  :  he 
treated  hts  wif^  and  children  with 
great  crae1t7. 

Once,  upon  a  trifling  occasion, 
he  aimed  a  blow  at  his  wife,  which 
killed  his  child,  an  infant  in  her 
arms;  but,  the  brutal  deed  being 
attributed  to  accident,  he,  fbr  a 
while,  escaped  his  deserred  punish* 
ment 

Being  now  brought  to  trial  at 
Stafford  assizes,  the  deposition  of 
his  deceased  parent,  with  other 
corroborating  circumstances  of  his 
guilt,  being  adduced,  the  jury  found 
no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  him 
guilty  ;  on  which  he  was  executed, 
August  the  23d,  1773,  amid  the 
execrations  of  an  incensed  multi- 
tude, and  his  body  was  ordered  to 
be  hong  in  chains  near  the  spot 
whei^  he  committed  this  most  foul 
deed,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  the  same  day  on  which  he 
suffered,  another  murderer,  of  the 
name  of  Ambrose  Cannon,  was  ex- 
ecuted at  Horsham,  in  Sussex,  for 
a  murder  in  which  he  had  joined 
one  Thomas  Green,  to  whom  he 
had  been  apprentice  abore  sixteen 
years  before. 


These  two  Tillains  barbarously 
killed  one  Thomas  Cole,  and  they 
both  immediately  fled  from  justice, 
and  escaped  to  parts  beyond  the 
sea. 

During  thirteen  years  had  Can- 
non struggled  with  his  conscience ; 
which  at  length  (as  sooner  or  later 
it  erer  will)  became  so  tortured  with 
remorse,  that  he  could  no  longer  re- 
main in  satisfiictton  out  of  his  own 
country  :  in  short,  his  mind  could 
afford  him  no  rest,  and  he  yearned 
to  throw  himself  upon  his  fate.  He 
returned  even  into  the  same  county 
where  he  had  joined^n  the  murder, 
and  settled  at  Hastings,  under  a 
feigned  name,  married,  and  had 
three  children;  At  length  he  be- 
trayed himself,  was  seized,  and,  suf- 
ficient proof  being  adduced,  though 
more  than  sixteen  years  haid  inter- 
rened,  found  guilty,  and  hanged. 

Another  most  detested  parri* 
cide,  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Hitch- 
cock, was  tried,  convicted,  and  ex- 
ecuted at  Oxford,  on  the  2d  of 
March,  1778,  for  the  cruel  murder 
of  his  Tenerable  father. 

It  is  a  melancholy  reflection  that 
such  unnatural  and  horrid  ideas 
should  enter  the  mind  of  man. 


WILLIAM  COX, 

EXECUTED  FOli  PRIYATBLT  STEALING. 


This  most  expert  thief  was  ioi. 
tiated^uto  all  the  arts  of  plunder 
and  deception,  at  a  rery  early  pe- 
riod of  life,  by  his  own  father ! 

The  elder  Cox  had  long  been  a 
robber  in  all  the  various  degrees 
and  cbaracters'assumed  for  that  pur- 
pose. He  had  been  transported, 
and  for  returning  before  the  ex|^ 
ration  of  his  sentence  he  was  exa« 
oated. 

Of  the  old  sinner  we  shall  liara 
adduce  but  one  Instance  of  his  de. 
prarity  towards  his  son,  the  immo-- 
diata  anbjeet  of  this  memoir. 


The  father  and  his  son  passing 
throngh'Grosrenor  Street,  the  for- 
mer obserred  a  silver  tankard  in  a 
window,  and  attempted  to  steal  it ; 
but,  being  prevented  by  the  iron 
rails  of  the  area,  he  lifted  the  boy 
over  them,  ordering  him  to  take  the 
tankard,  which  he  immediately 
handed  to  his  father,  who  lifted  him 
back  into  the  street. 

The  father,  as  we  have  already 
observed,  having  been  transp6rted, 
young  Cox  was  left  to  depiMate  on 
his  own  account;  and,  as  nsnal, 
with  othe^  wicked  habits,  he  began 
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hj  picking  pockets ;  bat  was  fooo 
apprekended,  and  eammiteA  to 
Bridewdl,  wkere  be  was  redaced  to 
a  HHMt  Bberable  degree  of  povertj  ; 
bat  be  oo  sooner  obtained  his  li* 
berty  than  be  procnred  decent  ap. 
parely  a|Hi  was  from  tbat  time 
remarkidilj  dean  and  neat  in  bb 
appearance. 

Cox  liTcd  some  years  at  tbe 
boaie  of  his  ancle.  West,  in  Fea- 
thers' Court,  High  Holbom,  who 
encouraged  bim  to  pnrsoe  those  il- 
l^al  courses  which  led  to  his  de- 
ftractjon. 

He  got  anperceifcd  into  a  gro. 
cer*f ,  the  comer  of  Long  Line,  in 
Aldersgate  Street,  and  stele  a  silver- 
hiltcd  sword  from  a  room  on  tbe 
first  floor.  Returning  through  the 
shop  with  his  booty,  he  was  asked 
some  questions ;  on  which  he  said 
be  had  been  playiqg  with  Master 
fiilly,  which  he  had  informed  him- 
self  was  the  name  of  the  grocer's 
son  ;  but  on  going  out  of  the  shop 
the  gword  struck  against  the  steps, 
and  ho  was  taken  into  custody,  and 
brought  to  trial,  but  it  was  his  for- 
tune to  escape  conviction. 

Being  provided  with  a  tame  spar- 
row, he  let  the  bird  fly  into  a  win- 
dow  of  a  house  in  Hanover  Street, 
and,  the  door  happening  to  be  open, 
he  Hent  in,  and  concealed  plate  to 
a  considerable  amount.  Hearing 
some  person  walking  towards  the 
room,  he  sought  refuge  in  the  area, 
where  being  perceived  by  an  elder- 
ly gentlewoman,  who  was  the  only 
person  in  the  house,  he  burst  into 
tears,  and,rsaying  his  sparrow  had 
flown  intO;the  window,  requested 
he  might  be  allowed  to  catch  it. 
The  old  lady  complied,  and  he 
soon  found  an  opportunity  of  de- 
camping with  his  booty. 

It  was  the  common  practice  of 
Cox  to  play  at  marbles  and  other 
games  with  young  gentlemen  be- 
fore the  doors  of  their  parents^  and 


be  seldom  snfleied  aa  oppoH— hy 
to  escape  of  getting  into  and  ro^ 
bing  the  bonsls.  Ho  bad  a  wtrj 
remarkable  boyuh  appearaace  ;  aad 
on  a  variety  of  occasioni  that  or* 
cnaBstance  greatly  assisted  bka  im 
parsait  of  his  felonioos  deaigna. 

So  childtth,  in  fact,  waa  bia  ap- 
pearaace(for  he  was  very  aborted 
slender  for  hu  years),  tbat 
times  be  provided  himself  with 
bles,  and,  dressing  binaself  fike 
yonng  master,  he  would  ask  to  plajr 
with  gentlemen's  diildreo,  wbom  be 
might  observe,  in  tbe  environs  of 
London,  amusing  thamsejves  In 
their  father's  court-yard.  Thns  be 
would  insidiously  get  erety  lafor. 
mation  from  the  innoeeat  and  nn. 
suspidoos  hojBy  and  repay  tbeir. 
little  aets  of  hospitality  by  pimu 
deriug  tbe  honsea  of  tbeir  parents. 

Cox  was  connected  with  a  noto« 
rions  thief,  who  called  himself  Cap- 
tain Davis ;  and,  by  means  of  the 
most  artful  stratagems  that  conid 
be  suggested,  these  accomplices  per- 
petrate a  surprising  nnml>er  of  rob» 
beries.  Davis  was  at  length  appre- 
hended, and  sentenced  to  snffer 
death;  bnt  he  was  reprieved  on 
condition  of  transportation. 

About  the  middle  of  the  summer, 
1773,  the  apartments  of  Mr.  Ken- 
drick,  in  Oxford  Street,  were  pri- 
vately entered,  and  a  bureau  was 
opened,  and  three  bank-notes,  of  a 
hundred  pounds  each,  and-  a  hun* 
dred  and  thirty  guineas  and  a  silver 
watch,  were  stolen,  to  the  amonnt 
of  four  bond  red  and  forty  pounds. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Kendrick's  robbery 
Cox  and  William  Claiton  went  to. 
gether  to  Reading,  in  Berksbire, 
and  there  purchased  three  horseS) 
for  wbicb  Claxton  paid  with  one  of 
the  notes  stolen  from  Mr.  Keo* 
driek,  receiving  in  part  of  change 
a  fifty-pound  bank-note,  which  be 
afterwards  changed  at  the  bank  for 
notes  of  smaller  value,  two  of  wbkb 
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wfie  found  in  the. possession  of 
West,  Cox's  uncle.  On  the  first 
examination  of  these  offenders  at 
the  public  office  in  Bow  Street, 
which  was  on  Wednesday,  the  1 1th 
daj  of  August,  West  said  he  re- 
ceiYed  the  notes  of  his  wife  on  the 
daj  preceding  that  of  her  decease, 
which  was  about  the  time  of  Mr, 
Kendrick's  robbery;  but,  on  the 
following  Wednesday,  he  assured 
the  magistrates  that  the  notes  had 
been  in  his  possession  three  years. 
In  contradiction  to  this  it  was 
proved  that  the  notes  had  not  been 
many  davs  issued  from  the  bank. 

Mr.  Knapp  and  Mr*  White,  of 
Reading,  appeared^  and  the  fifty- 
pound  note,  giyen  in  part  of  change 
of  that  of  a  hund^red,  was  regu- 
larly traced  from  the  hands  of  Clax- 
ton  to  the  bank,  where  ho  had 
changed  it  for  others  of  smaller 


Talue.  West  was  discharged,  the 
receiTing  of  notes,  which  are  the 
produce  of  other  notes  feloniously 
obtained,  not  coming  under  the  de- 
scription of  the  law  ;  and  Claxton 
was  admitted  an  CTidence  against 
Cox,  who  was  committed  for  trisil 
at  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey. 

The  efidence  against  Cox  was 
chiefly  circumstantial ;  but  it  was 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  almost  as 
strong  as  positive  proof,  and  on 
that  evidence  he  was  capitally  con- 
victed. 

Finding  the  end  of  his  career  fast 
approaching,  Cox  began  to  prepare 
himself  for  eternity.  He  was  exe- 
cuted,  as  we  have  already  stated,  al 
Tyburn,  October  the  27th,  177S» 
along  with  four  more  unhappy  men^ 
who  excited  much  commiseration 
from  the  specti^tors. 


JOHN  STERLING, 

EZECUTBD  FOR  FORGERY. 


This  unfortunate  youth  was  the 
natural  son  of  an  eminent  attorney 
at  law  in  the  Temple,  and,  when  a 
child,  was  committed  to  the  care  of 
a  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Shuter.  Too  much 
addicted  to  the  fatal  pursuit  of  what 
is  called  ^  the  pleasures  of  the 
town,'  in  order  to  support  his  ex. 
traTagance  he  adopted  the  fatal  re- 
solution of  committing  a  forgery  in 
the  name  of  his  benefactress. 

Mrs.  Shnter,'by  dint  of  Industry 
and  frugality,  had  saved  a  few  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  of  this  the  un- 
grateful youth  determined  to  avail 
himself*  He  gave  out  that  she  was 
dead,  and  left  him  sole  executor* 

Having  forged  a  will  to  this  ef- 
fect, he  took  out  letters  of  admi- 
oistration  In  the  usual  way,  no  per- 
son suspecting  any  tj^ng  unfair; 
and,  by  Tirtne  thereof,  he  sold  out 
^ooth-Sea  stock,  standing  in  the 
name  of  Mrs.  Shuter,  to  the  amount 


of  three  hundred  and  fifty  poundst 
In  order  to  pay  off  the  pretended 
legacies,  as  expressed  in  the  forged 
Instrument,  but  confcrted  the  same 
to  his  own  use. 

This  fraud  passed  undiscovered 
until  the  old  lady  went  to  the  South. 
Sea  House,  in  order  to  receive  her 
dividend,  when,  to  her  great  sur* 
prise,  she  was  told  that  Mrs.  Shuter 
(herself)  was  dead ;  that  her  will 
had  been  administered  upon,  and 
her  stock  sold  ;  but,  when  informed 
by  whom  this  was  done,  she  was 
struck  with  the  deepest  sorrow. 
She  had  nursed  and  brought  up  tho 
youth  with  maternal  ^enderness,and 
loved  him  as  though  he  had  been 
her  own  child. 

This  being  a  forgery  by  which 
the  South-Sea  Company  were  de- 
frauded, it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
the  unhappy  woman  to  prevent  a 
prosecution.    He  was  loimediatcly 
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tfM  «t  the  Mxt  M.  coffied  ta  wmdk  •  ilticil|iiiwi  of 

M  fltfiej,  coavklcd,  enme.  He  was  eiBntadsl  TjtafB, 

iodetOk.  October  the  97fk,  1773. 

He  foleaialf  decfawcd  kb  Mou  He  was  Tcry  peaiicirt,  aa4  Ui 

iiM  to  replAGe  tbe  aoocj  ;  and  fUke  death  will  operate  ai  a  oaraiag  to 

jory,  aMfed  at  bb  joetfi  and  iaad.  joang  awn  coving  into  fife  in  mttk 

portent  condact,  recomawnded  hiai  a  scene  of  temptadoa  to  Tke  as  tl^ 

to  aKTCjr ;  bat  none  coald  be  ac-  Metropolis. 


EUZABETH  HARRIOT  6REEVE, 
TaABsroBTSD  ton  fkloxt. 


No  prorerb  was  ever  aK>re  troe 
than  tbe  trite  reaiark,  that  nothiag 
Is  so  abandoned  as  a  shsmelcM  wo- 
aaui ;  that  she  Is  nerer  wicked  bj 
balret ;  that  with  her  modesty  the 
pati  off  her  bomanity,  and  realizes 
that  idea  of  mischief,  tedaction,  de- 
^t^  and  reaiorseleii  treachery, 
which  the  ancients  attrlbnted  to 
their  syrens  and  harpies. 

Elizabeth  Harriot  Greere  was  one 
of  those  specious  swindlers,  who, 
pretending  to  great  patronage^  cheat 
the  credulous  by  promises  of  pre. 
ferment. 

With  one  of  the  dopes  of  her  ar. 
Hfice,  she  was  first  cousin  to  Lord 
North  ;  with  another,  second  cou- 
sin to  the  Duke  of  Grafton ;  to  a 
third,  nearly  related  to  T^dy  Fitz- 
roy;  on  some  occasions  sbe  af. 
fected  great  intimacy  with  Lord 
Guildford  ;  and,  had  the  young  pre- 
mier then  ruled  the  state,  sbe  would, 
without  much  doubt,  hare  boasted 
the  patronage  of  Mr.  Pitt. 

On  Wednesday,  the  3d  of  No- 


Teiaber,  1773,  tkb  feoude  sharper, 
and  eonsama»te  Isspostor,  was 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  public  of. 
fice.  Bow  Street,  under  Tarloas 
charges  of  Iraod* 

WUliam  Ridwdl,  a  coach.carr8r, 
swore  that  the  woomb  at  the  bar, 
who  called  herarif  the  Honorable 
Elsabeth  Harriot  Gree? e,  had  de- 
frauded him  of  thtrty-six  pounds, 
under  a  promise  of  procuring  Idm 
the  place  pf  clerk  to  the  stores  in 
the  Victualling  Office.  He  said  that, 
the  fashion  of  earring  coaches  bdng 
on  the  decline,  he  wuhed  to  inrest 
the  little  sum  he  had,  by  dint  of 
frugality  and  hard  labour,  saved,  in 
the  purchase  of  some  place,  and  for 
this  purpose  adrertfoed  for  such  a 
situation.*  This  pretended  honor, 
able  lady  answered  the  adrertise. 
ment,  and  soon  lured  him  out  of  the 
sum  abore  mentioned. 

William  Kent,  of  Streafly,  in 
Berkshire,  charged  her  with  de- 
frauding him  of  thirty  pounds  in 
cash,  and  obtaining  from  him  his 


*  Tilts  it  a  great  source  of  plaader  to  sharpers.  A  man  with  a  soiall  capital  often 
^Uhes  to  increase  his  income  by  so  desirable  a  situation  as  a  clerkship  in  a  public  tdBce» 
«r  a  ilcqfing  partner  in  a  lucrative  business.  For  advertisemenis  of  this  oatute  hundiedt 
of  tillaiiis  in  tbt  metropolis  are  watching.  Tlie  onsosprcting  adrertiser  generally  ialli 
into  the  snare  of  a  swindler,  or  writhes  under  the  gripe  of  a  falling  tradeaman.  The  for* 
roef  holds  out  the  lure  of  places  under  goTemment ;  the  other  me  prodigiona  proita  of 
his  concern,  which  onljf  wants,  he  sa^^s,  a  few  hundreds,  to  make  it  yield  ten-lbld. 

In  the  first  case  he  is  swindled  under  a  varietj  of  plausible  talea,  artfolly  eootrived, 
and  yOen  repeated  ;  but  in  the  other  he  falls  indeed ! 

His  little  capital  is  acarcclj  placed  in  trade  when  be  finds  it  swallowed  «p  in  a  atatate 
of  bankruptcy*  and  himself  cast  into  a  loathsome  prison,  from  haTing  eotncd  inlecoB- 
ne&ion  with  a  worthleis  and  deceitful  partner.  Fur  inch  villains  me  gtHoirs  is  a  il 
pnnishmcttt. 
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Gondidonal  bond  for  two  hundred 
and  fift7  poandf  more^  which,  to- 
gether, WM  the  price  of  the  place 
of  a  coatt-waiter. 

This  deladed  man,  upon  the  pro. 
misef  of  Mrs*  Greeve,  quitted  his 
business  in  the  country,  and,jMrith 
his  wife  and  children,  came  toTion. 
don,  and'remained  there  some  time 
in  the  most  anxious  expectation  be. 
fore  he  discovered  the  imposition. 

Elizabeth  Cooper  next  appeared 
before  the  magistrates,  and  charged 
the  prisoner  with  defrauding  her 
late  husband  of  sixty«two  pounds, 
on  a  similar  pretence  to  the  last 
case,  the  loss  of  which,  and  his  dis- 
appointment, the  poor  afflicted 
widow  said,  broke  his  heart. 

Mr«  John  Smith's  charge  was, 
the  promise  of  the  prisoner  of  ob* 
taioing  for  him  the  place  of  a  set- 
tled tidesman,  for  which  he  gave 
money  from  time  to  time,  until  he 
was  entirely  ruined. 

Mr.  James  Tilley  was  the  next 
witness  examined  on  this  very  ex. 
traordioary  occasion.  He  deposed 
that  he  had  retired  from  jbusiness, 
and  adTcrtised  for  a  place,  that  the 
employment  of  which  might  fill  up 
bb  leisure  hours.    The  honorabie 


Mrs.  Greeve' answered  the  adfer. 
tisement,  and  promised  him  also 
that  he  should  be  provided  with 
the  place  he  wished  for ;  and  he 
seemed  to  exult  that  he  had  only- 
been  swindled  out  of  ten. pounds 
before  he  suspected  foul  play. 

The  sum  of  her  villainy  was 
proved  by  another  witness,  whom 
the  rest  had,  through  some  indus- 
try, found  out :  this  was  her  fac^ 
totum,  agent,  clerk,  and  friend,  an 
occasional  esquire,  of  the  name  of 
Francis  Crook.  This  man  swore 
that,  when  he  first  acted  as  her 
agents  he  did  not  know  she  was  an 
impostor ;  that  he  had  agreed  with 
a  nulnber  of  persons  for  the  sale  of 
places,  whom  he  took  to  his  mis- 
tress ;  but  she  always  received*  the 
money  paid  in  advance. 

This  artful  female  was  soon  re- 
cognised to  have  been  transported 
two  years  before,  from  whence  she 
returned  before  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  her  service :  she  was 
again  disposed  of  in  a  similar  man- 
ner, and,  finding  no  farther  men. 
tion  made  of  her,  we  conclude  that 
at  length  the  public  were  fortu. 
nately  freed  from  so  dangerous  a 
nuisance. 


CHARLES  MILLS  AND  JOHN  PUGH, 

EXECUTED  FOB  HIOHITAY  BOBBEKT. 


TuESB  offenders  were  bom  of 
poor  parents,  and  received  little  or 
no  education.  In  the  winter  they 
acted  as  porters  on  the  wharfs  of 
the  Thames,  and  in  the  summer 
employed  themselves  as  haymakers ; 
but  at  length  associating  with  aban- 
doned company  of  both  sexes,  who 
lived  in  Chick  Lane,  and  such 
places,  they  lost  those  fair  charac 
ters  they  had  hitherto  supported. 

Distressed  in  circumstances  by 
their  own  vices,  they  determined  to 
supply  their  wants  by  robbery ;  but, 
their  appearance  being  too  mean 


to  permit  them  to  think  of  hiring 
horses,  they  determined  to  com* 
mence  footpads,  and  committed  a 
number  of  robberies  in  the  fields 
north  of  London,  frequently  ill 
treating  those  whom  they  robbed. 
Their  success  for  some  time  was 
trifling,  but,  being  sufficient  to  fur- 
nish  them  with  several  offensive 
weapons,  their  depredations  became 
more  frequent,  and  their  booties 
.were  spent,  as  those  of  thieves  ge- 
nerally  arc,  In  the  company  of 
abandoned  women. 
They  commcHily  met  at  an  ale* 
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Iioate  in  ToUrnham  Coort  Road, 
and,  having  fluihed  themselfet  wiik 
liqvor,  sallied  forth  to  assault  the 
unoffending  paMfnger.  We  now 
proceed  to  mention  the  fact,  the 
eommifsion  of  which  cost  them  their 

liTCS. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1774, 
they  met,  according  to  castom,  at 
the  alehouse,  and,  having  drank 
themselfcs  into  spirits  to  undertake 
daring  exploits,  they  went  into  the 
fields  near  Primrose  Hill,  lietween 
London  and  Hampstcid,  when  a 
▼iolent  shower  of  rain  falling,  thej 
took  shelter  under  a  hedge.  In  the 
interim  a  gentleman  named  Gilton, 
who  had  heen  reading  in  a  book  as 
he  strolled  over  the  fields,  came  to 
the  same  spot,  to  avoid  the  riolcnce 
of  the  shower. 

When  (he  rain  abated  Mr.  Gil- 
son  was  going  away ;  bnt  the  liU 
lains  threatened  his  instant  death  if 
he  hesilatfd  to  deliver  his  money. 
In  the  mean  time  Mills  rifled  his 
pockets,  where  finding  only  a  few 
shillings,  the  robbers  blasphemed  in 
a  horrid  manner;  and  Mr.  Gilson, 
apprehensive  of  fatal  consequences, 
then  delivered  his  watch,  with  a 
guinea  and  some  silver,  which  he 
had  (ill  then  concealed. 

Ten  days  afterwards  Mr.  Gilson 
was  again  near  thb  same  spot,  and, 
sitting  down  to  read,  observed  the 
identical  robbers  approaching  him. 
Knowing  them  well,  he  applied  to 
a  man-servant  belonging  to  farmer 
Welllngs  to  assist  him  in  taking 
them  into  custody.  The  man  he. 
sitatcd,  as  doubting  if  the  gentle- 
man had  been  really  robbed;  but 
Mr.  Wellings,  being  informed  of 
the  affair,  directed  two  men  to  go 


in  search  of  the  footpads,  «^ho  were 
soon  taken,  conveyed  before  a  nuu 
gistrate,  and  lodged  in  Newgate. 

At  the  next  Old  Bailey  sessioni 
thejT  were  convicted,  and  sentenced 
to  die.  After  conviction  tliejr  tent 
to  toiKe  of  their  former  companions 
in  iniquity  ;  but  not  one  would  at. 
tend  them.  For  a  short  time  they 
entertained  hopes  of  being  respited ; 
but  these  hopes  soon  vanished. 

Pugh  behaved  penitently ;  but 
Mills  much  more  so,  answering  ex- 
plicitly all  the  questions  that  were 
asked  him,  confessing  his  guilt,  and 
wishing  for  life  only  in  the  hope  of' 
making  reparation  to  those  who 
had  l>een  sufferers  by  bis  crimes. 

They  were  admitted  to  the  sacra- 
ment on  the  morning  of  their  exe- 
cution ;  arid,  wlien  thdr  irons  were 
knocked  off,  Pugh  seemed  almost- 
abandoned  to  despondency,  and  at 
the  place  of  execution  he  acknow- 
ledged the  justice  of  his  sentence. 
Mills,  also,  confessed  that  he  had 
committed  many  other  robberies, 
the  result  of  his  attachment  to  wo- 
men of  abandoned  character.  . 

Charies  Mills  and  John  Pugh 
were  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the  7th 
of  November,  1774. 

The  most  remarkable  circum- 
stance in  the  case  of  these  malefac- 
tors is,  that,  after  conviction,  their 
former  abandoned  acquaintances 
would  not  visit  them.  Thus  were 
(hey  left  in  the  utmost  distress  in 
the  hour  of  the  greatest  extremity  ! 

Hence  young  people  should  learn 
the  extreme  ill  consequence  of  keep, 
ing  bad  company ;  and  that  the  true 
way  to  be  happy  is  to  associate 
with  those  who  have  more  wisdom 
and  virtue  than  themselves. 


WILLIAM  HAWKE, 

EXECUTED  FOU  UIGUWAY  ROBBERY. 

Tuis  was  another  depredator  of    desperate  a    mind 
considerable  notoriety,  and  of  so    dauntless  of  death. 


to    appear 
He  was  bom 
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at  Uibridge,  in  Middlesei,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  town  he 
committed  many  highway  robberies. 
His  father  dying  when  he  was  but 
a  boy,  he  came  to  Jjondon,  with- 
out any  friend  to  direct  his  steps, 
and  hired  himself  as  a  pot-boy — that 
is,  a  drawer  of  porter  to  a  low  pub. 
lie  house — where  were  constantly 
before  him  examples  which  might 
lead  any  unprotected  youth  from 
the  paths  of  virtue.  He  soon  con« 
nected  an  acquaintance  with  aban« 
doned  people  who  frequented  an 
alehouse  in  St.  Gile8*s,  and  was 
persuaded  to  join  them  in  commit, 
ting  depredations  upon  the  public. 
Hawke  at  ^  length  commenced 
highwayman,  and  became  an  ac- 
complice of  William  Field,  the  par- 
liculars  of  whose  life  wo  have  al. 
ready  mentioned.  Field  and  Hawke 
were  transported  to  America ;  and, 
returning  to  England  nearly  at  the 
same  period,  they  again  became  as- 
sociates, in  committing  robberies 
upon  the  highway.  Hawke  and 
Field  being  apprehended  together, 
tile  former  escaped  from  To  thill 
Fields'  Bridewell,  and  got  OTer  to 
France  ;  but  the  other  suffered  the 
sentence  of  the  law. 

Upon  his  return  to  England  he 
committed  a  surprising  number  of 
most  daring  robberies ;  and  several 
months  elapsed  before  the  thief- 
takers  knew  him  to  be  the  man  by 
whom  the  roads  about  London 
were  so  dangerously  Infested. 

Information  being  given  to  Mr. 
Smith,  the  keeper  of  Tothill  Fields' 
Bridewell,  that  Hawke's  wife  had 
been  to  Uxbridge  on  a  party  of 
pleasure,  he  sought  the  driver  of 
the  coach  in  which  she  was  con* 
Teyed,  and  learn i  from  him  that 
Hawke  lodged  in  Shoe  Lane.  The 
following  morning  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Bond,  Mr.  Leigh,  and  some  other 
persons  in  the  senrice  of  Sir  John 
Fielding,went  toShoe  Lane.  Bond, 


going  op  two  pair  of  stairs,  entered 
the  front  room,  and  there  discover- 
ing Hawke  slumbering  in  bed, 
threw  himself  across  the  highway- 
man, who,  tv^istlng  the  sheet  round 
/  Bond's  head,  reacl^  at  a  pistol  that 
was  under  the  pillow,  at  which  in- 
stant Smith  entered,  and  caught 
hold  of  his  hand.  With  much  dif- 
ficulty Hawke  was  secured ;*And, 
being  put  into  a  coach,  he  said  that 
his  misfortunes  were  In  some  mea- 
sure alleviated  by  the  consideration 
that  no  life  was  lost,  for  he  was  pro- 
vided  with  several  loaded  pistols, 
and  had  formed  the  resolution  of 
firing  upon  every  man  who  should 
attempt  to  take  him  into  custody. 

Being  conveyed  to  the  public  of. 
fice  in  Bow  Street,  a  great  number 
of  persons  were  bound  to  prose- 
cute, and  he  was  committed  to 
Newgate. 

At  the  next  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  he  was  arraigned  on  an  in- 
dictment for  robbing  Mr.  Hart  of  a 
small  sum  of  money ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  most  remarkable  cir- 
cumstances adduced  in  evidence:— 
Mr.  Hart  and  Captain  Cunningham 
were  stopped  in  the  Fulham  stage, 
a  little  beyond  Knightsbridge,  by 
the  prisoner,  who  demanded  their 
money.    The  captain  refused  to  re- 
sign  his    property;    and    Hawke 
threatened  to  fire,  and,  pointing  hii 
pistol  at  the  captain,  be  said  ^  Fire 
away,  and  be  damned!'  on  which 
the  robber  discharged  his  pistol, 
and  the  ball  passed  between  the  cap- 
tain's shoulder  and  his  coat.     Mr, 
Hart  then  delivered  a  few  shillings ; 
and  Captain  Cunningham,  getting 
oat  of  the  coach  in  the  interim, 
seized  the  bridle  of  the  highway- 
man's horse,  when  he  dbcharged 
a  second  pistol.     He  then  remount- 
ed, but  did  not  ride  away  for  some 
minntes,  during  which  interval  the 
oaptain  employed  himself  in  pick- 
ing up  stones^  and  throwing  them 
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At 


«rBawk^ 


akraid;  tat  Mr.  Hares 


I   flMk 
Wi^M^  he 


fm  Ban; 
oflalB,! 


iCtalflfcat  aodMbt 
to  tfcegailt  of  the  pmoMTy 
Ibeffcfore  twtc^cci  to  be 

Wkile  Hawke  vaf 
fam  of  death,  ia  Newgate,  kk  be. 
bavioar  ivaa  tacb  af  wnmj  be  cdM 
6eetmtf  ratber  tbiA  praitffitial. 
While  bit  imis  were  kaiockiaf  of^ 
on  the  auKBiBg  of  eiecatioB,  oae 
of  hia  acqaaintaaee  addrcwed  him 
thai :  *  How  do  yoa  do,  Billjr  ? 
will  joo  have  some  iowen?' — 
Hawke  replied,  VI  aai  prettj  well. 


of  Totbin  Fields' firidewcIL    A^ 
tbes,  wldlo  the  aaa  bdd  tba 
gaj,  be  picked  oat  a  lower, 
wi&  great  eoaiposne,  placed  U  ia 
a  batiaa-bole  of  bis  coat. 

Wbea  the  cart  waa  piepaiiag  ia 
be  drirea  fron  aader  the  gallows 
be  threw  off  both  bis  shoes;  aad, 
when  be  foaaditaKive,  beuiikcted 
his  atiBOtt  strcag^,  aad  leaped  api 
so  that  his  neck  was  iastaatlj  dik 
located. 

He  saffered  at  Tjrbain,  Jalj  the 
Ut,  1774. 


AMOS  MERRITT, 

EXBCUTID  roa  aUBOLAKT* 


Tbis  was  another  old  offender, 
and  hb  case  becomes  rerj  remark- 
able from  bU  bat  log  been  the  means 
of  saving  an  innocent  person  from 
an  ignomioions  death  at  the  place 
of  execntioo,  nnder  the  following 
circumstances : — 

Patrick  Madeo,  cooYicted  of  a 
foot»robbery  on  the  higbwaf,  and 
Willbun  Waiae  and  Levi  Bamet, 
for  burglar  J,  were,  on  the  1 0th  of 
August,  1774y  carried  to  Tyburn 
for  eiecntion,  pursuant  to  their 
sentence. 

When  the  cart  was  drawn  under 
the  gallowi,  a  man  among  the  crowd 
of  spectators  called  out  for  the 
others  to  make  way  for  him,  as  he 
had  something  to  communicate  to 
the  sheriff  respecting  one  of  the  mt-> 
lefactors.  This  being  effeetsd,  the 
man,  who  prored  to  be  Amos  Mer« 
ritt,  addressed  Mr.  Reynolds^  the 
under-sheriff,  and  declared  that 
Patrick  Madea  was  innocent  of  the 
crime  for  which  he  was  about  to 
suffer.  Mr.  Reynolds  desired  he 
would  look  upon  the  prisoner,  and 
speak  aloud  what  he  had  repre- 
seated  to  him.    He  did  so,  and  do» 


dared  that  be  was  not  gailty  ;  bat 
declined  aceasisig  biamslf..  The 
sheriis,  on  hearing  this  decbuatkM, 
dispatched-  Mr.  Reynolda  with  the 
iaformation  to  the  seeretarj  of 
state,  and  to  reqneat  hb  farther  or« 
ders,  of  whom  he  obtained  a  rsepita 
for  Maden,  who  was  carried  bodL 
to  Newgate,  amid  tbeacdamatieBS 
of  the  people. 

During  Mr.  Rejmolds's  abeenes^ 
which  was  near  an  hour  (dreadful 
time  of  agoniiing  snspeose!)  the 
other  culprits  remained  with  halters 
round  their  necks,  and  weie  then 
eiecnted. 

Merritt  was  taken  into  castodf, 
and  at  the  public  ofiioe  ia  Row 
Street,  before  Mr.  Justioe  Adding- 
ton,  confessed  that  he  hiamelf  wns 
the  person  who  had  commuted  tiw 
robtNery  of  which  Maden  had  been 
coniicted.  The  latter  waa  par- 
doned. 

Though  no  doobt  reoMuned  of 
Merritt's  guilt,  yet,  as  no  psoal 
ceold  be  adduced  to  that  efact^he 
for  a  while  escaped  jastice. 

He  bad  been  guilty  of  manjr  rob^ 
beriesi  the  particaUra  of  whkh  ars 
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not  interatUiif  t  wo  shall  therefore 
como  to- that  for  which  he  suffered. 

At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  io  the  month  of  December, 
1774,  Amos  Merritt  was  indicted 
for  feK>nlou8]jr  breaking  and  enter- 
ing  the  dwelling- boose  of  Edward 
Ellicott,  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
20th  of  October,  and  robbing  it  of 
plate,  a  gold  watch,  and  other  f  alu- 
able  articles  to  a  large  amount. 

Mr.  Ellicott  deposed  that  he  lired 
in  Hornsey  Lane,  near  Highgate ; 
that  he  was  awakened  by  his  wife, 
who  inquired  what  noise  was  in  the 
house,  which  he  thought  proceeded 
from,  the  servants  moving  the  tables 
in  the  passage  ;  but  this  Mrs.  Elli- 
cott thought  could  not  be,  from  the 
hour  of  the  night ;  and,  ringing  the 
bell,  both  of  them  jumped  out  o^ 
bed ;  when  the  first  words  heard 
were,  ^  Come  up  directly ;'  and  then 
some  person  said,  ^  Damn  your 
bloods^  we  will  murder  every  soul  in 
the  house!'  Mrs.  Ellicott  said, 
\  Lord  bless  me,  the  door  Is  open !' 
and,  running  to  the  door,  pushed  It 
close. .  Mr.  Ellicott  gave  immediate 
assistance ;  and  a  person  who  was 
without,  whom  he  believed  from  his 
Toice  was  the  prisoner,  said  ^  Damn 
you,  if  you  do  not  open  the  door,  I 
will  murder  every  one  of  you  !' 

The  rest  of  the  evidence  was  to 
the  following  effect  r-— The  villains 
attempted  to  force  open  the  door, 
putting  a  hanger  with  a  scabbard 
^tween  that  and  the  post ;  but 
Mr.  Ellicott,  who  was  a  powerful 


man,kept  them  out  by  mere  strength, 
and  having  fastened  the  door  with  ^ 
drop  boU>  which  went  into  the 
flooring,  he  ran  to  the  window,  and 
called  out-  ^  Thieves !'  In  the  mean 
time  Mrs.  Ellicott,  by  perpetual 
ringing  of  the  bell,  had  alarmed  the 
servants,  who  ran  into  the  street 
after  the  thieves,  who  had  by  this . 
time  got  off  with  the  property* 

Notice  haviQg  been  given  at  Sir 
John  Fielding's,  Merritt  and  his 
accomplices  were  taken  into  custo- 
dy on  suspicion,  and,  after  an  eza- 
ralnation  at  Bow  Street,  were  com* 
mitted  to  Newgate. 

At  the  trial  the  evidence  was 
deemed  so  satisfactory  that  the  jury 
did  not  hesitate  to  find  Merritt 
guilty ;  In  consequence  of  which  he 
reoeived  sentence  of  death. 

Merritt  confessed  that  he,  with 
J.  Miller  and  three  more,  not  then 
taken,  committed  the  burglary  and 
robbery  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Elli- 
pott ;  and  that  John  Cass,  who  waa 
in  custody  as  one  of  the  gang,  waa 
innocent.  Upon  this  two  of  them 
were  apprehended  in  Whitechapel ; 
but,  while  carrying  to  prison,  a 
gang  of  thieves  rushed  upon  the 
constables,  beat  them  niost  unmer* 
cifully,  and  rescued  the  prisoners. 

Merritt  suffered  at  Tyburn  on 
the  18th  of  January,  1775,  at  the 
same  place,  within  a  single  year^ 
where  he  had  been  the  means  of 
paving  the  life  of  Maden ;  the  ex- 
ample proving  no  kind  of  warning 
to  this  hardened  sinner* 


WILLIAM  FARMERY^ 

SXECUTBD  FOli  TUR  KUROER  OP  HIS  MOTHRR. 

We  have  reluctantly  shown,  in    searches    into    the  wickedMlt  of 

mankind,  he  is  the  first  we  have  mcNfe 
with  who,  with  long  larking  malice, 
shed  the  blood  of  his  mother. 

A  subject  so  strangely  horrid  and 
unnatural  wie  shall  dismiss  by  a.  ban 
recital  of  the  shocking  oircumstaaoe* 


more  instances  than  one,  the  unna- 
tural brutality  of  men  murdering 
their  fathers  ;  but,  while  we  sketch 
the  more  shocking  crime  of  this 
monster,  we  have  somO'  consolation 
in  observing  that^  in  our  long  re- 
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.  It  appears  that,  among  other  no. 
dutifnl  acts,  he  had  one  morning 
giTen  offence  to  hu  parent,  for 
which  he  was  justlj  reproached, 
on  which  he  went  ont  of  her  house, 
took  hii  knife  from  his  pocket,  and 
deliberately  whetted  it  till  quite 
sharp* 

Then  returning  with  the  murder- 
ous instrument  in  his  hand,  he  found 
his  unfortunate  mother  in  the  act  of 
making  his  own  bed. 

Without  uttering  a  word,  he 
threw  her  down,  and,  as  a  butcher 
kills  a  sheep,  he  stuck  her  in  the 
throat,  and  there  left  her  weltering 
in  her  blood,  of  which  wound  she 
died. 

On  his  examination  he  confessed 
the  fact,  and  said  that  he  had  deter- 


mined upon  his  mother*!  deatk  three 
jears  ago ;  for  that  he  had  trearared 
up  malice  against  her  aince  she  had 
corrected  him  for  some  trifling  faolt 
when  a  little  boy. 

In  the  prison  of  Lincoln,  called 
the  Round-house,  he  declared  that, 
when  asleep  there,  he  felt  something 
more  within  him  (the  tyrant  Con. 
scicnce)»and  that  when  he  awoke  he 
saw  his  mother's  ghost  apbraldiog 
him  for  his  foul  deed. 

He  suffered  at  Lancoln  Aogust 
the  6th,  1775,  amidst  the  eaecra* 
tions  of  a  multitude  of  indignant 
spectators. 

<£ven  TOO  Tourielf  to  jonr  own  breatt 

shall  telf 
Your  crimes*  and  jour  owo  qooicicncc  be 

jour  lielL' 


JOHN  BOLTON, 

TRIED  AND  CONDEMNED  FOR  MURDER. 


This  unhappy  man  was  reputably 
descended,  and  well  educated.  He 
served  for  some  time  in  the  army 
during  the  late  war,  and  was  dis- 
tinguished by  his  gallant  behariour ; 
but  was  dismissed  from  the  military 
line  of  life  in  consequence  of  the 
peace  of  1769. 

While  he  was  in  the  army,  and 
on  a  recruiting  party  in  Yorkshire, 
he  became  acquainted  with  a  young 
lady,  who  possessing  a  moderate 
estate  in  her  own  right,  he  married 
her  after  he  quitted  the  serf  ice,  and 
turned  farmer. 

By  this  marriage  he  had  six  chil- 
dren, some  of  whom  were  lining  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  In  thb  sta- 
tion he  continued  happily  for  about 
ten  years,  when  the  erent  took 
plaee  which  ended  in  his  destruc- 
tion. 

Near  Mr.  Bolton's  place  of  re- 
sidence was  the  Tillage  of  Ack- 
worth,  in  which  was  a  house  where 
the  poor  of  several  parishes  were 
maintained  by  contract.    From  this 


house,  in  the  year  17(S8,  he  took, 
as  apprentices,  a  boy,  named  Ema- 
nuel Bowes,  and  a  girl  of  ten  years 
old,  called  Elizabeth  Rainbow.  The 
girl  grew  up  in  his  serrke,  and  was 
remarkable  for  her  beauty ;  a  cir- 
cumstance rery  unfortunate  for  her- 
self, as  it  induced  Mr.  Bolton  to 
seduce  her,  the  conaeqnenoe  of 
which  was  that  her  pregnancy  en- 
sued. 

When  Bolton  was  assured  that 
the  girl  was  with  child,  he  went  to 
York,  and  purchased  a  medicine, 
in  order  to  procure  an  abortion; 
which  medicine  being  adminiitefed 
to  the  young  woman,  she  was  thrown 
into  Tiolent  conrulsions;  but,  the 
strength  of  her  constitnUon  efl^ 
tnally  combating  the  potion,  she 
adTanced  in  her  pregnancy  without 
any  appearance  of  having  reoaifed 
the  leut  injury. 

Bolton,  alarmed  lest  his  inter- 
course with  the  girl  ahould  be 
known  to  his  wife  and  Danwly, 
formed  the  shocking  reiolntien  of 
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murdering  bcr  who  had  fallen  a 
victim  to  bis  sedoctiTe  artifices ;  but 
tio  opportunity  offered  of  perpe- 
frating  the  horrid  deed  till  Sunday, 
the  21st  of  August,  1774. 

On  this  day  Mrs.  Bolton  took 
one  of  her  children  on  a  visit  to  a 
lady  who  lived  at  two  miles  dis. 
tance ;  and  there  being  no  persons 
io  the  house  but  Emanuel  Bowes, 
the  young  girl  who  had  been  se. 
ducedy  and  a  child  of  six  years  old, 
who  was  sick  in  bed,  Bolton  consi. 
dered  this  as  the  proper  time  for 
perpetrating  the  crime  on  which  he 
had  previously  resolved.  He  there- 
fore sent  the  boy  to  fetch  a  cow- 
doctor,  to  look  at  a  beast  that  was 
presumed  to  be  disordered.  The 
boy  returning  in  about  two  hours, 
and  finding  the  door  fast,  went  to 
an  adjoining  field,  and  put  a  horse 
to  grass ;  after  which  he  knocked 
at  the  door,  and  his  master,  letting 
him  in,  told  him  that  ^  Elizabeth 
Rainbow  had  run  away,  and  left 
most  of  her  clothes  behind  her.' 

l*he  boy  was  surprised  at  this  in- 
telligence, and  some  near  neigh- 
bours said  that  the  girl  had  not  left 
the  house  that  day ;  and  a  woman, 
who  had  been  to  the  house  to  pay 
for  milk,  declared  that  she  had 
given  the  money  to  Rainbow,  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  her  mis- 
tress. 

Mrs.  Bolton,  returning  at  seven 
at  night,  observed  that  her  husband 
appeared  to  be  very  uneasy,  and 
inquired  into  the  cause  of  it;  to 
which  he  only  answered  that  the 
girl  bad  gone  away,  and  left  her 
clothes  on  a  table  in  the  dining, 
room.  Whether  Mrs.  Bolton  was, 
or  was  not,  suspicious  of  her  hus- 
band's criminal  connexion  with 
Rainbow,  is  a  matter  of  doubt; 
but  it  seems  probable  that  she  was, 
as  a  violent  quarrel  ensued  on  this 
occasion. 

About  ten  days  after  this  affair 

TOL.  II. 


happened,  the  neighbours  being 
suspiciouis  that  murder  had  been 
committed,  one  of  them,  who  was 
a  constable,  went  to  a  magistrate, 
who  granted  a  warrant  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  Bolton.  The  latter, 
having  heard  that  a  warrant  was 
issued,  went  to  the  justice,  and 
told  him  that  the  report  intended 
to  prejudice  him  was  circulated 
with  a  malicious  view  to  injure  his 
character.  On  this  the  justice  told 
Bolton  to  attend  him  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  constable  would  be 
present;  instead  of  which  fioltOB 
went  home,  and,  packing  up  some 
plate,  set  off  for  York,  whither  he 
was  followed  by  the  constable,  who 
apprehended  him,  and,  carrying  him 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  he 
was  lodged  in  prison. 

On  the  trial,  which  came  on  at 
the  ensuing  assizes,  the  following 
circumstances  were  discovered,  viz. 
when  Bolton  had  sent  the  boy  for 
the  cow-doctor,  he  took  the  girl 
into  the  cellar,  and  strangled  her 
'with  a  cord  which  he  drew  round 
her  neck,  placing  a  fife  within  the 
cord,  so  as  to  twist  it  to  a  proper 
tightness. 

On  the  Monday  after  this  affair 
he  directed  Emanuel  Bowes  to 
wheel  several  barrows  filled  with 
rubbish  into  the  cellar,  as  it  had 
been  overflowed  with  water,  which 
furnbhed  him  with  a  very  plausible 
pretence  for  the  concealment  of  his 
guilt,  which  he  presumed  would 
now  remain  undiscovered. 

At  length  the  body  of  the  de- 
ceased was  found  under  the  rubbish 
in  the  cellar;  and  the  coroner's  in- 
quest, being  summoned  on  the  oc- 
casion, gave  a  verdict  of  wilful 
murder ;  on  which  Mr.  Bolton  was 
committed  io  the  castle  of  York. 

"the  evidence  on  his   trial  was 

deemed  so  conclusive',  that  the  jury 

did  not  hesitate  to  find  him  guilty, 

in  consequence  of  which  he  received 
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sentence  of  death.  During  his  trial 
he  beharrd  with  uncommon  efTron- 
tcry ;  and,  when  the  judge  had 
passed  sentence  on  him,  he  turned 
to  the  CciUrt,  and  declared  his  in- 
nocence. 

On  the  following  day  a  clergy- 
man went  to  him,  with  a  charitable 
view  to  prepare  his  mind  to  enable 
him  to  support  himself  with  decency 
in  the  arduous  trial  he  had  to  un. 
dergo,  and  to  fortify  it  for  the  awful 
efent  that  was  so  soon  to  await  him. 

Still,  however,  he  persisted  that 
he  was  innocent  of  the  alleged 
crime ;  and,  when  the  officers  of 
justice  went  the  next  morning  to 
confey  him  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, they  found  that,   by  hanging 


himself,  he  had  put  a  period  to  his 
existence. 

This  event  of  self-murder  hap- 
pened in  the  castle  of  York,  on  the 
29th  of  March,  1775. 

There  is  no  language  in  which 
to  express  our  proper  sense  oX  the 
crimes  of  this  unhappy  man.  Ue 
was  first  guilty  of  seducing  a  young 
woman  from  the  path  of  virtue^ 
he  then  murdered  her  in  the  fear 
of  detection ;  and  at  length  laid 
violent  bauds  on  himself.  Such  a 
complication  of  guilt  must  make 
the  heart  shudder;  and,  we' trust, 
it  cannot  be  necessary  to  write  a 
single  word  to  deter  our  readers 
from  the  commission  of  any  of 
these  offences. 


JANE  BUTTERFIELD, 

INDICTED  FOR  THE  MUBDER  OF  W.  8CAWEN,  ESQ. 


In  pursuance  of  our  promise  to 
the  public,  of  inserting  trials  in  ex- 
traordinary cases,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  parties  had  been  ac- 
quitted, we  give  the  following, 
which  is  very  remarkable,  as  the 
presumption  of  guilt  is  the  most 
that  could  possibly  be  imagined. 

At  the  assizes  at  Croydon,  for  the 
county  of  Surrey,  on  the  19th  of 
August,  1775,  Jane  Butterfield  was 
Indicted  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
William  Sea  wen,  Esq. 

The  short  story  of  this  unhappy 
affair  is  as  follows: — Miss  Butter, 
field  was,  at  fourteen  years  of  age, 
seduced  from  her  father  by  a  wo. 
man  employed  by  Mr.  Scawen,  who 
too  soon  brought  the  young  lady 
to  a  compliance  with  his  wishes. 
The  seduction  was  followed  by 
Tery  disagreeable  consequences :  the 
father  reprobated  his  daughter ; 
and  his  death  was  hastened,  as  she 
herself  acknowledged,  by  the  grief 
he  felt  for  her  unhappy  departure 
from  the  paths  of  virtue. 

Mr.  Scawen  did  not  appear  less 


affected  than  herself  at  this  de- 
plorable event:  he  did  every  thnig 
in  his  power  to  calm  the  mind  of 
the  young  lady ;  promi<»ed  to  supply 
to  her  the  place  of  her  late  parent ; 
and  faithfully  discharged  that  duty, 
by  taking  the  utmost  care  of  her 
education,  and  studying  to  oblige 
her  in  every  possible  instance.  He 
even,  as  she  says,  ^  faithfully  sup. 
plied  a  parent's  duty :  be  was  bj 
nature  generous,  and  that  gene- 
rosity, with  regard  to  herself,  was 
unbounded.' 

Impelled  by  notions  of  gratitude. 
Miss  Butterfield  presumed  that  she 
could  not  be  thought  to  have  acted 
ungratefully  by  her  benefactor. — 
Her  attachment  to  the  deceased  wa< 
faithful,  and  her  care  of  him  on. 
remitted:   she  administered  to  his 
wants  and  infirmities,   and   in   all 
respects  fulfilled  the  tender  offices 
of  a  wife  as  much  as  if  she   bad 
owed  them  to  him  under  that  sacred 
tie ;  and  so  diligent  was  her  attend- 
ance, that  her  life  was  repeatedly 
endangered  from  excessive  fatigue. 
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Mr.  Scawen  had  been  for  a  long 
time  in  adcbiiitatri)  habit,  and  for  the 
last  six  years  could  not  arise  or  sit 
down  M'ithout  assistance;  and  such 
was  the  vitiated  slate  of  his  body, 
^  that  he  was  obliged  to  ba?c  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Cassar  Hawkins, 
the  surgeon,  who  applied  caustics 
to  his  head,  ivhich  was  swelled  to 
a  degree  almost  incredible.' 

At  this  time  Mr.  Scawen  reposed 
such  confidence  in  Miss  Butterfield 
that  he  would  not  permit  any  per- 
son but  herself  to  apply  the  proper 
dressings.  So  violent  was  his  dis- 
order, that  he  remained  blind  near 
two  years,  but  at  length  recovered 
his  sight ;  and  his  other  infirmities 
were  greatly  relieved  :  yet  his  habit 
of  body  became  weaker,  and  those 
who  visited  him  foresaw  that  he 
could  not  exist  for  any  considerable 
time. 

Mr.  Scawen  had  consulted  regu- 
lar physicians  till  he  was  tired,  out 
of  the  hope  of  that  relief  which 
could  not  be  obtained.  He  then 
had  recoiy'se  to  quackery,  and  had 
a  perfect  laboratory  in  his  hou«e, 
filled  with  a  variety  of  medicines,  to 
which  he  had  frequent  recourse  for 
the  relief  of  his  real  or  imaginary 
complaints.  His  closet  was  stocked 
with  Ward's  and  Marcdant*s  Drops, 
and  other  medicines  advertised  for 
the  cure  of  all  complaints. 

Miss  ButterGeld  constantly  ad- 
yised  Mr.  Scawen  against  quackery, 
nor  ever  administered  any  thing  to 
him  that  she  conceived  prejudicial 
to  his  health,  or  that  he  was  disin- 
clined to  take. 

In  the  course  of  the  trial  the 
strength  of  the  evidence  against 
Miss  Butterfield  rested  jvith  Mr. 
Edmund  Sanxay,  a  surgeon,  who 
deposed  that  he  had  been  acquaint- 
ed with  the  deceased  about  fifty 
years ;  that  he  put  himself  under 
his  care;  that  he  was  much  ema. 
ciated;  that  he  said  he  was  but  just 


recovered  from  a  salivation,  which 
he  had  been  thrown  into  by  taking 
quack  medicines  for  the  rheuma- 
iisTth;  that  Mr.  Sanxay  recom- 
mended a  regimen,  which  was  ob- 
served for  two  days  only ;  when 
Mr.  Scawen  came  to  him,  and  told 
him  that  in  a  decoction  of  sarsapa- 
Tilla,  which  had  been  giren  him,  he 
found  a  brassy  taste,  and  that  it 
made  him  very  stck  ;  that  he  had 
been  frequently  feverish  and  sick  at 
stomach ;  that  his  mouth  began  io 
be  sore;  and  thai  he  apprcheiided 
he  was  going  into  another  saliva- 
tion. 

After  this  Mr.  Scawen  was  re- 
moved to  Mr.  Sanxay's  house  on 
the  20th  of  June,  1775,  and  died 
there  on  the  8th  of  July  following. 
Mr.  Sanxay  declared  his  opinion 
that  Mr.  Scawen  did  not  die  a  na- 
tural death  ;  but  that  a  salivation 
produced  by  mercury  was  the  cause 
of  this  event. 

On  the  contrary,  several  sur- 
geons, and  other  persons  of  rc« 
spectable  character,  gave  such  evi- 
dence as  would  induce  a  candid 
mind  to  believe  that  Mr.  Scawen 
did  not  die  by  poison^  but  in  con* 
sequence  of  his  debilitated  habit  of 
body,  and  his  preposterous  attach- 
ment to  quack  medicines,  in  search 
of  that  relief  which  was  not  to  be 
reasonably  expected  from  them. 

The  consequence  was,  that  the 
jury,  after  retiring  about  ten  mi* 
nutes,  brought  in  a  verdict  of  '  Not 
Guilty  ;'  and  Mi*^s  Butterfield  imme- 
diately set  out  for  London  in  a 
postchaise  that  had  been  previously 
provided. 

VV^e  have  been  the  shorter  in 
our  narrative  of  this  affair,  because 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  just 
ground  of  suspicion*  of  the  alleged 
crime.  What  were  the  motives  of 
this  prosecution  it  would  not  be  de. 
cent  in  us  to  say.  It  has  been  in. 
timatcd  that  Mr.  Scawen  had  made 
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a  will  greatly  in  faroor  of  MiM 
Botterfield,  and  that  this  urged  the 
fuit  agaioit  her.  Be  thu  as  it 
may,  the  geoerous  public  will  coo. 
gratiilate  her,  at  lier  fricodt  did, 
oo  her  hooorable  acquittal. 

The  fatal  cooiequencet  of  icduc* 
lioo  will  appear  et ideot  oo  a  coor 
tideration  of  this  case.     Mist  Bot. 


terfidd's  father  loat  hit 
seqococe  of  hb  daogMer's  bciog 
diawD  aside  from  the  patks  of  vir- 
tue. Let  this  faraish  a  Imoo  of 
caation  to  meo,  sever  to  be  goiltf 
of  a  crime,  with  respect  to  the  other 
sex,  for  which  all  their  fatare  tea. 
dcmctscan  make  ooadaqaatecoa- 
pensation. 
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